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behalf  of  other  artictos.  The  case  of  Immigrantfi.  Grocrnds  of  pref- 
erence among  articles  of  consumption  and  u£e.  A  poUtio  and  patri- 
otic rule.  Acknowledgmenta  ---*,.  43 
To  Richard  Bush.    HuntpDilier,  June  27-  •  -  .  .44 

Jeflbrson^s  promised  visit    Correa-s  two  characterB  of  Philanthropist 
and  Plenipotentiary.   ConSict,  imposed  by  him,  between  kind  feel- 
ing in  the  Government  and  its  self-reepecU    IZ/s  gentle  admoni- 
tions.   C.^s  indelicacy  in  assuming  tbt*  guardianship  of  our  charac- 
ter in  Europe.    JIU  flimsy  apology  for  resorting  to  the  press*    '•  A 
silly  reason  from  a  wise  man  is  never  tljo  true  one.'^    British  doc- 
taine  of  blockades.    Question  of  notiticadon.    A  precedent    Merry, 
Oula,    Difficulties  with  Portugal.    Corre*  **Uie  mo«t  enlightened 
and  esteemed  foreigner  among  os**^    Klrmneas  neceesary,  and  con- 
eillatton  proper.    Event  at  Pernambuco.    Question  as  to  its  eflfect 
on  the  sentiment  of  European  Sovereigns  in  relation  to  the  Revolu- 
tioniuy  scene  in  S.  America,    Struggle  of  tho  Spanish  part  of  it, 
and  En  the  Brazils        -  -  -  -  -  -  -  44»  45 

To  George  Joy.    Montpellier,  August  15       -  -  ...       45 

His  knmalation  as  Consul  from  [Rotterdam  to  Amsterdam.  Jnterposl* 
Hon  with  the  President    J.  Q.  Adams  -  -  -  -  45,  4G 

To  President  Monroe.    Montpellicr,  Augttst  23        -  -  *  -        4G 

His  tour,  lis  public  benefits.  Recommendation  of  W.  Taylor*  with  a 
reserve  as  to  Joy^a  pretcnslona.  Cathcart  Parable  of  the  loaves  and 
llahes     -  -  -  -  -  *  *  -        46, 47,  48 

ToD.  A.  Axuni,     October,  1817       *--.--         48 

His  work  on  Piracy     «..**.  ..43 

To  William  XL  Crawford,    October  24  -  -  -  -  .        48 

Excess  of  the  Ik'ventte  beyond  the  estimated  amount  Contrasted 
experience  of  foreign  Gcvemments.  Expected  propositions  in  Con- 
grcfO.  Distillery  tax.  Wiue^  and  ardent  spirits.  Dallas,  JeOerson. 
Squatting  on  the  public  lands,  lioads,  canals,  ^,  Suggestion  of  a 
Constitutional  amendment      -  -  «  •  *  ^  48, 49 

To  Charles  Keilsall.    Montpellicr,  October   •  -  -  •  -        4fl 

His  *•  PbaotaAm  of  an  UoivetBity."    Protect  of  one  in  VTrt^tdft,    Its 
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expected  improvements.    Its  architectaral  plan      -  -  -  49,  60 

To  President  Monroe.    November  29  -----       60 

Roads  and  canals.  Execative  recommendation8X)f  amendments  to  the 
Constitution.  Expediency  of  vesting  in  Congress  a  power  as  to 
roads  and  canals.    General  power  to  establish  seminaries  -  -       60 

Overflowing  Treasorj.  Desired  reduction  of  taxes.  Still  tax.  Whiskj, 
tea,  coffee,  and  the  lighter  kinds  of  wine.  Expense  of  collecting  a 
solitary  internal  tax.    Effect  of  a  reduotioa  on  foreign  powers. 

Spain 61 

To  President  Monroe.    December  9-  -  -  -  -  -61 

His  message  '^a  fine  landscape  of  oar  situation."  Repeal  of  taxes. 
Amending  Constitution.  Establishment  at  Amelia  island.  Latitude 
of  doctrine  as  to  right  of  a  civilized  people  over  lands  of  a  savage 
one.  Remodeling  the  Judiciary.  Propriety  of  a  systematic  change. 
Why  not  pressed  more  by  the  writer  when  in  office  -  -  -  61,  62 

To  J.  Q.  Adams.    Montpellier,  December  23  -  -  -  -  -       62 

Bentham's  capacity,  researches,  and  philanthropy.  Defects  of  his 
style.  His  proposed  reformation  of  our  Code  of  laws  discouraged. 
Plumer's  wish  for  copy  of  Journal  of  Convention.  Question  as  to  a 
publication  of  it  and  the  other  papers.    Good  wishes,  &o.  -  -  62,  63 

To  Henry  St.  George  Tucker.    Montpellier,  December  23  -  -  -       63 

Report  on  roads  and  canals.  Right  and  duty  of  Representatives  to 
examine  for  themselves,  &q.  Bias  in  interpreting  the  Constitution 
fh>m  a  knowledge  of  the  views  of  its  proposers,  and  a  deep  impres- 
sion as  to  the  views  of  its  ratifiers.  Bias  from  anxiety  to  find  in  its 
text  authority  for  a  particular  measure.  Latitude  of  construction 
taken  in  the  Report    Esteem  for  T.,  &c.       -  -  -  -  63,  64 

To  President  Monroe.    Montpellier,  December  27    -  -  -  -       64 

Explanation  of  queries  as  to  expedition  against  Amelia  island,  and  the 
right  to  Indian  lands.  Possible  implications  in  the  principle  on 
which  an  unqualified  right  of  a  civilized  people  to  lands  used  by 
people  in  the  hunter  state.  The  Cumberland  road.  Probability 
that  its  constitutionality  was  but  slightly  examined  by  Congress,  and 
that  President  Jefferson's  assent  was  doubtingly  or  hastily  given. 
Additional  appropriations  for  it  during  his  Administration.  Distin- 
guishing circumstances  in  that  case.  As  a  precedent,  distinguished 
fh)m  that  of  the  National  Bank  -  -  -  -       64,  66  66 

Bank  case  analogous  to  that  of  the  carriage  tax.  Post  roads  and  mil- 
itary roads.  Danger  to  the  genuine  sense  of  the  Constitution  fh)m 
latitude  of  construction,  and  use  made  of  precedents.  Inadvertence 
in  legislation.  Bills  signed  by  the  Executive  at  a  midnight  hour. 
Influence  of  the  usefulness  or  popularity  of  measures  on  questions 
of  their  constitutionality,  another  source  of  danger.  Objections  to  the 
bill  on  roads  and  canals  which  passed  the  two  Houses.  Attempts  in 
the  Convention  to  vest  in  the  Judiciary  a  qualified  negative  on  legis- 
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To  Eberd.  Hnntrngton.    MontpclUer*  Jannaiy  4       -  -  -  -        67 

Sapi>08ed  ongiQ  of  the  cotmnntation  of  half  pay.     Memorial  of 
armj  depaties*    Gen.  McDougaL    Tbe  grosa  Eum  subdiituted,  ac- 
cepted la  the  expectation  that  it  would  be  made  of  specie  valae  to 
tbe  army.    Propoaitions  in  the  Revolutionary  Congress  to  raise  the 
8am  to  more  than  Ave  years^  fall  pay*  Late  recommeodatlon  of  the 
President  -..--•..57 

To  Charles  J.  Ing^rsoll.   MontpclUer^  January  4      -  •  -  -        57 

His  contemplated  historical  review  of  the  late  wm      -  -  .       57 

Importance  of  the  contest    WillingnesB  to  contribute  to  the  stock  of 
materials  for  the  history,    M,'b  *'  private  papers.'*    Proposed  ar- 
rangement of  them.  Ac.  ------       58 

To  Jacob  Gideon,    Montpellier,  January  28  -  -  -  -       58 

Sends  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  the  **  pederalUt,"  with  namcn  of  the 
writers  of  the  respective  numbers.    The  pamphlet  of  **  PaciDcus  " 
ascribed  to  one  of  them^  iuchided  In  the  second  edition  of  the  work, 
had  no  connexion  with  the  plan  to  which  the  others  were  parties, 
and  was  disapproved  and  answered  by  one  of  them,    [Under  the 
signature  of  **  Helvidius.^']   Suggeeta  that  the  "  Articles  of  Confed- 
etutlon  ''  and  the  Constitution  should  be  preGxed  to  the  new  edition  58,  59 
To  Gulw  and  Seaton.    Montpellior,  February  2       -  -  -  -       59 

Promlftes  to  contribute  to  their  pro  poised  leglslatlTe  history  of  the  U. 
StAtea  any  suggestions  ia  his  power  as  to  the  aonrcea  from  whieh 
materials  may  bo  drawn         ----.-       59 

To  Jacob  Gideon.    Montpellier,  February  20  -  ...        59 

Caution  as  to  the  manner  of  noticing  corrections.    Suggested  incon- 
I  gmity  of  inserting  "  Paciflcius  **  and  *'  Helyidius  "  in  the  new  edi- 

*  tion  of  the  "Federalist" 6I>,  60 

To  Richard  Cutta.    Montpelliori  March  14    -  -  ...       60 

Sends  copy  of  **  Helvidius  "  for  Gideon,  with  errors  of  the  press  cor- 
rected.   Forbearance  to  go  farther.    Jay's  Treaty  -  -  -  60^  61 
Address  to  the  Aoric?ultciul  Socxett  op  Albemarle,  TmaiNU  -  63 — 95 
Distinctive  faculty  of  man  for  an  artificial  increase  of  the  productions 
of  the  earth.  Connexion  between  civilization  and  agriculture.  China 
I            and  Japan.  Connexion  of  agnculturo  with  a  knowledge  of  the  met- 
als and  of  the  implements  made  of  them.  DMnclinatiou  to  exchange 
ihesayagefor  civilized  life     -           -           -           -           -          -  64»  65 

The  Indian  tribes.    Retrogression  to  tbe  savage  state.    Robertson's 
position,  that  such  degeneracy  is  impossible ,  examined.    The  Tar- 
tars, Esquimaux^  and  Greenlanders   -  -  -  -  •  65,  6f> 

Attractions  of  the  hunting  life.    Fascination  of  personal  independ- 
I  ence.    Plenum  of  population  among  our  savage  neighbours,  and 
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whj.  Agricalture  Introdacfnl  through  truusUttoa,  or  the  ascendi^noj 
of  some  ertrftordinary  mind.  Phenlcia.  Egypt  Greece.  Deifl- 
c&tion,  in  tiutient  times,  of  ladividuals  introducing  agriculture. 
Mivoeo  Citpac  in  Perti,  Progreaa  of  agnoulturo  and  of  popntatioiL 
Improbability  of  the  suppaaitlon  tbat  alt  the  productive  powers  of 
the  earth  can  bo  xwnAe  BubsorTieat  to  the  exclu^vo  use  of  roan;  Acp 
&c.        -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -66,67 

Numbers  of  rariotui  Idads  of  plants,  birds,  quadrupeds,  fishes,  and 
other  beiogB  on  the  e&rth.  No  suificient  ground  for  supposing  thai 
the  food  or  constituent  matter  of  vegetables,  however  funmhed,  is 
the  same  for  all  .  -  -  -  .  ,  67^  68 

DiflTereat  soils  required  by  diO'ereut  plants.  Diversities  in  the  form, 
texture,  and  qualities  of  plants.  Limits  to  the  operation  of  graftiog, 
Decotnpositlona  and  manures.  Chymistry  and  agriculture.  Facts 
and  deduction.    Illuatration  from  the  alphabet         -  -        68^  69,  70 

Obstacle  in  the  atmosphere  to  the  in  definite  multiplication  of  man. 
As  respired  by  man,  and  evolved  by  vegetables.  Probable  concla- 
slon*  Apparent  objection  from  the  imm entity  of  the  atmosphere. 
Ifea  elasticity  and  rarefuctton.  Its  oondeosatioD*  Weight  of  commoa 
air  employed  in  reapimllon    -----       7o,  71^  73 

Tendency  to  exceasivo  multiplication.  Its  objects  and  rostrainti,  TIm 
Block  bole  of  Calcutta.  The  atmospbere  In  all  confined  sitnationa. 
Effects  of  the  production  of  the  maiimum  of  population  on  earth* 
Epidemics.  The  opinion  con^^idered,  that  no  variatiou  in  the  num* 
bera  of  organis^'d  beings  ia  permitted  by  the  system  of  nature 

72,  73,  74 

Effect  of  the  capacity  of  man  in  increaaiog  and  dimitnsblng  particular 
plants  and  animals.  Domesticated  animals.  Cultivated  plants. 
Ghangos  made  by  human  art  and  ludusLry  not  balanced  by  correa* 
ponding  changes  made  hj  nature.    Examples  -  -  -  74,  75 

Remarkable  charaeterlstio  of  vegetables  moat  extensively  used  ai 
human  food.  The  potato©  in  Chili.  Conctuiiion,  Peculiar  advan- 
tages of  U.  S.  as  to  climate,  soil,  and  political  and  social  inatitu* 
ttoQB.  Motives  for  the  improvement  and  extension  of  their  re- 
sources -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  75, 76 

Neglect  of  the  study  and  practice  of  the  true  principles  of  agriculture. 
Evidences  of  reform.  Prevalent  errors  in  our  husbandry:  L  Culti- 
vation of  land  naturally  poor,  or  impoverished  by  cultlvatioEL 
Change  In  the  relative  prices  of  land  and  labor.  Practice  iu  the 
old  countries  of  Europe,  Waste  of  labor  on  uuremune rating  and 
deteriorating  Ian (1    A  true  principle  of  agriculture    -  -       -77,78 

2.  Bad  mode  of  ploughing.  Improvtiment.  T.  M.  Rondolpk  Horl- 
zontal  ploughing  and  rains.    Indian  corn      *  *  -  -  78,  79 

S.  Neglect  of  manures.  Effect  of  continual  cropping  without  manure. 
Chinese  agriculture.   Eestorullon  to  the  earth  of  its  annual  growth. 
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Freqtient  flres.  Uncultiviik^d  and  unpoatttrcd  fields.  Vegetable 
mould.  Application  of  putriflcd  or  putn^scent  animal  and  vegeta- 
ble matter.    TulL    Van  HolmoDt    Woodboaae        -  -  -  80, 81 

AgricuUtiro  of  Eigjrpt  and  Siciljr,  Exhausting  crops  of  Virginia,  and 
neglect  of  mannres.  TobaccOt  Indlati  Corn,  wheat,  rye.  and  oatA. 
Maaare  from  lobaGoo;  from  wlicat  straw;  Ironi  rje  and  oat  straw 

61,  82,  83,  8i 

Stubble  and  roots  of  small  grains.  Tho  cornstalk,  as  a  manure  and 
as  a  fodder.    Jobo  Taylor      -  -  -  -  -  -  84,  85 

Conjecture  as  to  the  effect  of  restoring  an  entire  crop  of  Indian  corn^ 
In  the  form  of  manare,  to  the  space  producing  it.  The  Chinese  ex- 
ample   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -85, 86 

The  cotton  crop.  Summary.  Colnmella  on  an  improving  manage- 
ment of  laud.  Story  of  Farldius;  Ma  two  daughters  and  hk  Tine- 
yard      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  8(5, 87 

FlMter  of  gypsom.  Davy.  Tendency  of  minpral  manures  to  exhaust 
the  productive  powers  of  the  earth.    Pulverizing  by  tillage.    TuU  87,  88 

i.  Irrigation.  This  resource  abundant  and  neglected  in  U.  S.  Use  of 
it  by  Germans,  Ac.  Marltet  of  Baltimore,  Exiles  from  St  Domingo. 
Relative  value  of  irrigated  laud  in  tho  neighbourhood  of  Barcelona. 
Lucerne.  Albemarle  lands  favorably  circumstanced  aa  to  irriga* 
tion       -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  88, 8d 

Th©  ox  and  the  horse  compared,  as  animals  used  in  husbandry*  Ob- 
jeotious  to  the  ox  answered.  Use  of  the  ox  in  India  and  in  China, 
Tbn  inferior  fltnoss  of  tho  ox  for  rood  servtoe  the  most  weighty  ob- 
jection to  Mm.    Oonntenrailing  considerations         -  -       89,  30,  91 

Calcnlation  as  to  the  genentl  aaving^  In  many  situations,  by  snbati lu- 
ting the  ox  for  the  horse.    The  mule  -  -  -  -  -  91,  92 

5.  Excessive  stock  of  cattle.  Unprofitablenoss  of  poor  cattle.  Milch 
cows.  *'  When  the  whole  of  the  food  given  them  U  necessary  to 
support  a  lean  existence,  no  part  can  be  spared  for  the  milk  pail.*' 
The  manure  and  hide  of  poor  cattk*.  Inattention  to  the  changed 
eircumstances  of  the  country.  Relative  extinctian  of  forest  pastur- 
age. Lesson  taught  by  the  size  and  appearance  of  neat  cattle  in 
tte  writer's  particular  district  of  country      -  -  -  -92,93 

6,  Destruction  of  timber  and  firewood.  Another  instance  of  a  prac- 
tlee  continued  after  the  reasons  for  It  have  ceased.  Evil  uHsing 
Ihim  the  Inconsiderate  and  Indiscriminate  use  of  the  axe.  Neeeih 
rity  of  an  Immediate  i^medy.  Query  aa  to  the  proportion  of  wood- 
land required  for  every,  farm.  Estimate  in  *'  The  New  England 
Parmer."    Catalogue  of  errors  In  rural  economy  Incomplete       93,  94,  95 

To  Mordecai  M.  Noah.    MontpeUier,  May  15  *  ...        97 

His  discourse  at  the  oonaecration  of  tbo  JewiaJi  Synagogue.  Religious 
liberty  ----.---,97 
To  Freaident  Monroe.    May  21         ......       97 
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Moscow  document.  Spcitn  and  U.  S.  G.  Dritain  aad  Sponbli  Amotica. 
Expected  return  of  Commlaai oners.    M?»lery  as  to  tlie  EmpeTor 
Alexander.  His  seeming  tLmbltioa  or  contrast  with  Nnpoleon.  Spice 
of  AuiJitiolflm  mtngled  with  it,  which  in  a  j  end  in  hypocrbiy,  or  the 
deluflfons  of  snpernatural  guldAnce.    Coercion,    Effect  of  a  Ut"  und 
frosty  spring  on  fraits  and  wheat.    Alarm  m  to  corn.    Hessloo  fly. 
Lawler  wheat.    Monition  of  senescence        -  ♦       -  -  *  97, 98 

Wish  of  Spain  for  British  mediation.    Toledo^  contradiotorj  state- 
ments   -**------99 

To  James  K.  Paulding.    Montpellicr^  Jnly  24  -  -  -  *        99 

Gideon's  edition  of  the  "  FederalUt"    History,  object,  and  origin  of 
the  papers  under  that  title.    Change  of  original  aigoature.    First 
publication.    Preface  to  the  first  volume  of  the  first  corrected  edi- 
tion.   Erroneous  assignments  In  an  edition  of  Hamilton's  works  of 
the  authorship  of  some  of  the  papers  -  -  -  -  99,  100 

To  Benj.  IL  Latrobe.    Montpellier,  July  24  •  -  -  -  -      100 

Agrictiltural  address.  Robertson's  eicplanation  of  the  origin  of  the 
Greeuianders.  Krautz's  statement  of  a  Norwegian  colony  In  the  9Ui 
century.  Possible  origin  of  the  Greenlanders  and  Emjuimaux. 
Their  Tartar  features,  Lapland  stature ,  and  Gothic  or  Teutonic  com- 
plexions.   Peculiarities  traceable  to  a  Norwegian  parentage         100,  101 

To  Richard  Rash.   Montpeliier,  July  24 101 

Malthus.  Quarterly  Review.  Eustaee,  Baring.  KeflBall.  London 
as  a  political  observatory.  *'  Delicate  and  thorny  poiots.**  Mon- 
foe^s  sound  judgment.  Negotiation  for  a  commerciul  treaty  with 
England.  Uniiuiralty  and  tone  of  proceedings  in  Congress.  Esti- 
mate of  comparative  effects  of  the  extremity  to  which  a  mutual  per- 
severance must  lead  on  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  parties 

102,  103 
Mbhobakdum  coxceR2«iKa  Jowns  RAin>OLrH*a  assertton  ub  to  FLoatni.,  and 

THB  ALLEOEO  BXFRB8BI0N  tiLU'  FbaHCB  WANTED  MOKXT  AKn  HITST  E4TS 


To  John  Adams.   Blontpellier,  Aogust  7*  -  -  •  -105 

Dr.  May  hew 'a  sermon.  American  Independence  the  oflljpring  of  no  par- 
ticular man  nor  moment  TfVlrt's  Life  of  liynry,  Germt  and  unfold- 
ing and  perfecting  clvcumstuuecs  of  Independence.  Projected  Union 
at  Albany  in  1754-  Franklin  %  Jetter  to  Gov,  Shirley  against  a  Parlio* 
mentary  tax  on  the  Colonies,  to  reimburse  advances  by  the  British 
Government  for  them.  Stamp  and  Bubsequeni  Acta  of  Parliament 
Pretended  distinction  between  legislation  on  the  subject  of  taxes 
and  on  other  subjects,  HiBtorieal  connexion  between  the  arrogated 
authority  of  the  British  Legislature  and  the  forfeited  authority  of 
the  British  King.  The  merit  of  individuals  in  relation  to  Ind  pend- 
enoe,  as  declared  in  IHC^  belongs  to  it^  first  concelvera,  its  ablest 
advocates,  and  its  most  decided  supporters.  Predicted  disposition 
of  future,  and  the  duty  of  present  times        *  -  ,  n^^  lotf 
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To  Aabtir  Robbina,   MontpelUer»  Aii^riiBt  8  - 

The  Agricnltural  address,  TuU'b  theory.  Supposes  ptilvcrizetj  earth 
to  be  the  food  of  plants.  Question  as  to  tlat*  effect  of  t^xbalalion  on 
a  fallow  kept  in  a,  naked  or  pulveriz*'d  atate.  Commendtttion  of 
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plan  of  the  practicability  of  procuring  sufficient  territory  in  Africa. 
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meat,  instead  of  a  course)  of  particular  decUions,    Heaaons  for  3«ri- 
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not  eiprcBftly  prohibited.  It*!  rpnoqiiifthroent  of  cootrol  on  the  le^a- 
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tion  which  does  not^  and  that  which  does,  unae  twrn  the  importance 
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abolition,  and  against  any  interference  with  iL  Implied  power  of 
prohibition  after  1808  into  States  then  exi.sting,  aod  before  ima  into 
terntortes.  Opposition  in  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  abolition,  atid 
desire  for  their  acquiescence  in  a  prohibitory  power.  Vote  of  the 
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The  question  of  commerce  and  navigation.  Farther  mauifeMtation 
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petsooB.''    Exclusiire  reference  to  migration,  &c.,  from  other  coun- 
tries into  U.  S.,  and  not  to  removal  from  one  to  another  part  of 
U.  S 149,  150 
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Ordinance  for  N.  W.  Territory.  Ilxclusion  of  slavery  made  by  old 
Congress  without  authority.  Question  as  to  the  legislative  author- 
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eralist" Complicated  influence  on  each  other  of  this  power,  that 
over  commerce  and  navigation,  and  that  concerning  importation  of 
slaves,  equality  of  representation  in  Senate,  and  nile  of  taxation. 
The  Constitution  **  the  result  of  mutual  deference  and  concession." 
Mixed  ratio  of  taxation  and  representation  agreed  on  in  1783         -      154 

Prohibition  of  increase  of  slaves  by  importation.  Disclaimer,  in  Con- 
vention, of  a  power  to  emancipate.  Case  of  N.  W.  T.  probably  su- 
perseded, Ac.  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia.  An  inference.  Exercise 
of  a  supposed  power  in  Congress  to  prevent  a  diffusion  of  the 
slaves,  viewed  in  the  light  of  expediency.    Queries   -  -  155,  166 

Substance  of  the  Missouri  question  as  a  constitutional  one.  Its  rela- 
tions as  one  of  expediency  and  humanity.  Question  raised  under 
the  Louisiana  Treaty   -------      156 

A  painful  aspect  of  the  general  question.  Parties  must  exist  in  free 
Governments.  **  When  the  individuals  belonging  to  them  are  inter- 
"  mingled  in  every  part  of  the  whole  Country,  they  strengthen  the 
"  union  of  the  whole,  while  they  divide  every  part  of  it."  Oppo- 
site and  dangerous  tendency  of  parties  founded  on  geographical 
boundaries,  and  other  physical  and  permanent  distinctions  coinci- 
ding with  them.  W.'s "  Appeal "  -  -  -  -  -  157 
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Lobelia  ir^fkUa 157,  158 
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Ciwes  of  the  pnbUc  authority  In  regard  to  the  poor  -  -  - 

To  Robert  Wal«h.   Montpellier,  January  11  -  .  .  .  . 
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uid  the  ox-     -     -     •     -     -     -     -   16T 
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To  Solomon  Sonthwiok.    April  21    ------      21«> 

Ois  addre^i  nt  th(»  opening  of  the  Appretitice's  Library.    Claims  of 
this  class  of  youths.    Advantage  to  them  of  special  Ubrarios         216*  211 
To  Judge  Roane.    Montpellier,  May  6  -  -  -  -  -217 

Declines  lo  unravel  the  argaraent^  in  a  late  deciiiion  of  the  Supreme 
Court  An  objectionable  practice  of  thut  tril)uriat  Inijiurtcince  and 
duty  of  impartially  maintaining  the  constitutional  boundary  be- 
tween tbe  Union  and  the  States.  Pertiiciotis  consequences  of  de- 
Tiations  from  It 217, 218 

Novel  and  complex  mechanism  of  our  political  establishment  On 
some  occasions,  apparent  danger  of  encroachments  on  the  rights^ 
Ac.,  of  the  States.  At  one  time,  a  spirit  of  usurpation  by  some  of 
the  States.  At  present,  theoretic  innovations,  Ac,  giving  undue 
weight  to  the  Federal  Sovereignty,  InHuence  of  moral  changes, 
<V€.,  and  of  the  admission  of  new  Stilus.  Danger  in  the  latilnde  of 
power  assigned  by  the  judieiJil  power  of  U.  S.  to  the  National  Legis- 
lature. Danger  in  the  impulses  given  to  Congress  Jby  a  majority  of 
the  States,  seduced  by  expected  advantages,  A'c,  Jkc  -  218,  211* 

Plastic  faculty  of  legislation.  Practical  influence  of  Congress  on  the 
Judiciary.  Durable  viokUions  of  the  rights,  Ac,  of  the  States,  can- 
not, without  some  change  in  tbe  character  of  the  nation,  he  succeaa- 
ftilly  miMle  by  Congress,  even  seconded  by  the  judicial  power.  Dan- 
ger when  Congress  is  stimulated  by  a  mi^jortty  of  tbelr  constituentii* 
Missouri  question.    Roads  and  canals  _  .  -  ,      219 

Late  doctrines  of  the  Supreme  Court  concerning  their  own  powers^ 
and  the  exclusive  jurisdieiinn  of  Congress  over  the  ten  miles  square. 
Conservative  capacity  of  Congress.  Ultimate  resource  In  their  con- 
stituents. Rule  in  constniing  Constitution,  to  keep  in  view  inten- 
tion of  parties,  and  to  trace  this  intention  in  contemporaneous  ex- 
positions. The  Court*fi  mode  of  following  this  evidence  when  against 
tbe  Federal  authority,  and  when  against  the  authority  of  the  States. 
Its  partial  reference  to  the  *•  Federal wt"  Anomaly  of  the  exclu- 
ilve  jurisdiction  over  the  ten  mile^  square.  Improper  application 
of  the  power.    SraaUer  places  under  an  exclusive  Jurisdiction       219.  220 

Difficulty  in  particular  cases.  Want  of  Conslitutioaal  provision  for 
surrender  of  malefactors.  Under  the  clause  giving  to  Congrow 
"power  to  pass  all  laws  nece-ssary  and  proper,"  <tc.,  the  means  of 
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execatioQ  should  be  of  the  most  obvious  and  essential  kind,  Ac.,  &o. 
Rule  in  resorting  to  leg^l  precedents.     Legislative  precedents 
sometimes  liable  to  peculiar  distrust    *'  Midnight  precedents  "  of 
Congress.  Neglect  by  Supreme  Court  of  11th  amendment   Strange 
reasoning  -------  220, 221 

Limitations  and  exceptions  in  the  judicial  power  of  U.  S.  Liberal 
and  steady  course  of  practice  in  reconciling  provisions  literally  at 
variance  with  each  other.  Example  in  the  treaty  power,  Ac.  "  Im- 
practicability of  applying  coercion  to  States  "         -  -  221,  222 

To  Judge  Roane.    Montpellier,  June  29         -  -  -  -  -222 

**  Algernon  Sidney."  Grordian  knot  of  Constitution.  Ought  not  **  to  be 
cut  by  any  political  Alexander.''  Rule  of  construction  to  be  fa- 
vored. ''  On  the  abstract  question,  whether  the  Federal  or  the  State 
'^  decisions  ought  to  prevail,  the  sounder  policy  would  yield  to  the 
'*  claims  of  the  former.-'  Our  polity  ** established  by  a  compact 
*^  between  the  States  as  sovereign  communities,  stipulating  each 
"  with  the  other  a  surrender  of  certain  portions  of  their  respective 
"  authorities  to  be  exerised  by  a  common  Government,  and  a  res- 
**  ervation,  for  their  own  exercise,  of  all  their  other  authorities." 
A  provision  for  terminating  regularly,  &c.,  disagreements  concern- 
ing line  of  division,  a  material  desideratum.  Objections  to  vesting 
this  trust  in  the  States  in  their  individual  characters.  Reasons  for 
vesting  it  in  the  General  Government  A  reasonable  calculation. 
Anticipation  of  diminishing  variances  between  Federal  and  State 
Judges.  "  The  Federal  republic  the  best  guardian,  as  we  believe, 
of  the  liberty,  the  safety,  and  the  happiness  of  men  "  -  222,  22.3.  224 

To  F.  W.  Corbin.    May  21 224 

ApplicationofC. 'a  young  friend  for  office.  Is  digesting  papers  and  let- 
ters for  future  use.  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia 
for  1785.  Typhus  fever.  Remarkable  circumstance  in  this  endemic 
Peter's  mountain.    Gout  and  remedy  -  -  .  224, 225 

To  S.  W.  Pomeroy.    Montpellier,  July  23      -  -  -  -  -      225 

Agricultural  Journal.    Flax.    Irish  machine    -  -  -  225,  226 

To  Mr.  Gales.    Montpellier,  August  26  -  -  -  -  -      226 

Yates's  notes  of  debates  in  N.  York  Convention.  A  palpable  mis- 
statement in  it  Powers  of  Congress  greater  in  Uie  States  than  tbo 
British  Legislature  were  ever  permitted  to  exercise  in  the  Colonies. 
Yates  and  Lansing  represented  the  strong  prejudices  of  N.  York 
against  the  object  of  the  Convention.    Their  withdrawment  226,  227 

To  Thomas  Ritchie.    Montpellier,  September  15       -  -  -  -      228 

Convention  of  1767.  Possesses  materials  for  an  ample  view  of  its  pro- 
ceedings. Why  publication  of  the  work  should  be  delayed.  I«egit- 
imate  meaning  of  the  Constitution  to  be  derived  from  Ha  text  A 
key  to  it,  not  the  opinions  or  intentions  of  the  Convention,  but  the 
sense  attached  to  it  by  the  people  in  their  resp  otive  State  Conven- 
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tions,  where  it  received  all  its  authority         -  -  .  228 

Jb  engaged  in  preparing  liis  notes  of  tli*^  proceedingB  of  the  Conten- 
tion. Infers  from  f^mplea  of  the  volume  published  of  tljo  notes  of 
Ytttes  and  Lan^ins:.  that  it  is  a  very  mutilated  and  erroneous  edition 
of  the  matter  to  which  it  relotea.  Omif^^lon  of  tht*  proc«t*ding3  of  the 
latter  period  of  the  session;  and  the  temper  in  which  tbey  withdrew. 
Purposes  an  <^act  digest*  Ac.  Question  of  publicntioD  undecided. 
I'eraonal  «*.--...      229 

To  Thomas  Jetferson.    Montpellier,  September  20   -  -  -  <      229 

Ticknor,  Tax  on  imported  books  iiniiMilitic,  diflrepuLfthle,  Ac-,  &c. 
Two  considerations  producing  it,  and  obstructing  'U^  n^mnval.  Fis- 
cal consideration.  How  the  interest  of  book  print«'r*  might  be 
saved.  No  adequate  reason  for  dii^tifjguishinjr  betwtx^u  Enjfli,?b  and 
other  books,  *%c.  Impracticability  of  deflning  such  as  would  fall 
under  the  head  of  luxurious  or  demoralizing  amuriC'ment.  Principle 
of  ceuBorsbip  involved  in  t|te  discrimination.  Propofted  concert 
lunong  the  learned  indtitutions  in  presenting  the  grievance  to  Con- 
gre8$«  Objections  to  such  a  prDcueding  anticipEit^'d  and  answered. 
Auxiliary  expt^dient  Huggt»>*U'd  by  J.  Invitations  into  the  plan  to 
literary  in«titution«  in  Viff^inia,  and  to  the  South  and  West  229,  230,  231 
To  John  Drayton.    Montpellicr,  September  23         -  -  -  -      231 

Hisi  Memoirs.  Tlicir  value.  Uktorical  interest  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, itc*        - 231,232 

To  Albert  Picket  and  others.    September    -----      232 

Project  of  a  tVmnle  College.    Proved  capacity  of  womi*n  for  stndiea 
of  tb<?  highest  order.      Improved  syatem  of  education  deser^'edt 
adapted  to  their  diaiinctive  condition  and  duties.    Different  opin- 
ions B«  lo  a  public  seminary   ------      232 

To  Litiell  A' Henry.    Octob«?r  18      ------      233 

Plan  of  an  edition  of  Blackstone^s  Commentaries.    Advantages  of  tha 
proposed  comparative  view  of  the  laws  of  IT.  S,,  and  of  the  several 
States.    Its  tendency  to  asi>imllat<.'  gradually  the  State  codes  on  sub- 
jects not  merely  local.    Suggested  addition  to  the  plan       -  -      233 
To  Thomas  Jefferson.   Montpcllier,  November  10    -            -            -  .      234 

Suggested  chaugci^  in  petition  to  Congress,  luid  report  to  President, 
kc,  of  Literary  Fund  of  Virginia,   Reprinters  of  foreign  books.  Re- 
publications in  Northern  cities.    Objects  other  than  library  •      234 
To  Richard  Rush.     November  20       -           -            -            -            -  -      234 

Apoeryphiil  New  Testament.  Godwin  and  Kalthus^  Completion  of 
the  Census.  DitBouUie?  opposed  by  it  to  G.'»  theory.  KeilmUPa 
work.  Ac.  Disappointed  in  the  Emperor  Alexander.  IIU  ohauge 
of  political  character.  Hi-^  anouments.  Inconsistency  of  his  con* 
duct  towani  Naples  and  toward  Turkey        .  -  -  234^  235 

Future  growth  of  Uus.-^ia  overrated.  Iler  uncivilized  hordes  a  proba^ 
ble  source  of  weakness.    Tendencv.  in  the  event  of  their  civillza* 
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tion,  to  a  disniption  of  her  empire  into  separate  and  independent 
States.  Manufactures,  commerce,  and  navigation  of  G.  Britain 
sources  of  her  overbearing  power.  Her  ascendency  on  the  ocean 
likely  to  be  destroyed  as  other  nations  infuse  free  principles  into  tlieir 
Grovemments,  &c.  Example  of  the  Dutch.  Reasons  for  expectation 
that  the  trident  will  ultimately  belong  to  Western  Hemisphere. 
Prayer,  &c.,  that  it  **may  never  be  the  symbol  of  lawless  power  in 
the  new  as  it  has  been  in  the  old  world.'*  Sickness  in  U.  S.  Virginia. 
Domestic.  Typhoid  fever.  Its  type  has  been  most  malignant  in  the 
cold  season.  Cro{)s.  Wheat.  Maize  Tobacco.  Cotton  -  235,  236,  237 
To  General  La  Fayette  .--.---      237 

Dr.  Barba.  F.'s  opinion,  occasioned  by  the  budget,  commended. 
Exhortation  and  encouragement.  Regret  and  disappointment  at 
the  conduct  of  Alexander.  His  interference  "  in  the  domestic  stnig- 
"  gles  of  Naples  in  favor  of  a  vitiated  monarchy,  and  his  pleading 
"  [scruples]  against  an  interference*  in  behalf  of  the  Christian 
"  Greeks,  stniggling  against  the  compound  and  horrible  despotism 
**  at  Constantinople.'*  Lesson  taught  by  his  apostasy,  if  he  was 
ever  sincere      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  237, 238 

De  Pradt's  "  Europe  in  1819."  His  instructive  views.  Exaggeration 
in  his  prophetic  conjectures  concerning  Russia  and  G.  Britain.  Con- 
siderations as  to  Riiasia.  Fate  of  the  empires  of  Alexander,  of 
Rome,  of  Charlemagne,  of  Charles  V.  Case  of  Napoleon's  empure. 
Artificial  basis  of  British  power.  Its  sources.  Why  its  permanency 
is  improbable.  Dutch  example.  Both  G.  B.  and  Russia  likely  to 
continue  Great  Powers.  Prophecy,  and  reasons  for  it,  of  the  ulti- 
mate naval  ascendency  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  -  -  238,  239 

Negro  slavery  *•  a  sad  blot  on  our  free  Country,  though  a  very  ungra- 
"  cious  subject  of  reproaches  from  the  quarter  which  has  been  most 
"  lavish  of  them.  No  satisfactory  plan  has  yet  been  devised  for 
"  taking  out  the  stain."  An  asylum  in  Africa  "the  appropriate 
destination  for  the  unhappy  race  among  us."    Success  of  existing  ^ 

Colonization  Society  necessarily  but  very  partial.  Prejudices  of 
whites.  Prohibitions  against  residence,  &c.  People  of  color  every 
where,  even  in  Massachusetts,  regarded  as  nuisances.  Probable 
continuance  of  the  sentiment.  Incrense  from  manumissions,  &c.  A 
tendency  **  favorable  to  the  cause  of  a  universal  emancipation  "    289,  240 

Flattering  stat^  of  the  country  in  other  respects.    Principle  of  self- 
government.    F.*8  contemplated  visit  to  U.  S.  -  -  -      240 
To  George  Joy.    Montpellier,  November  21  -           -           -           -           -      241 

Typhoid  fever.  Gales  unable  to  furnish  newspaper  copy  of  "Con- 
ciliator." Burning,  by  Cockburn,  of  copies  of  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer. Newspapers  sent  by  J.  Diminished  curiosity  here  as  to 
incidents  in  Europe.  Reversed  change  there.  Conjecture  as  to  in- 
fluence of  continued  prosperity  and  future  population  of  U.  S.  on 
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I  or  J,'r  nephew.  Tudor.  WTieat  barrcsta  m  the  two 
cotrtEfffei.    Stirplns  here.    Effect  of  British  prohibitory  Uwa         241,242 
To  F.  L.  Sohfteffcr.    Montpellier,  December  3  -  -  -  -      242 

Addre^ia  on  laying  corner-stone  of  a  church.  Mutual  independence 
of  religions  and  ciril  polity  most  friendly  to  both,  ifec,  ifcc.  -  242,  243 

To  John  G.  Jftckson.     Montpellier,  Dpceraber  27      -  -  -  -      243 

Engaged  in  arranginpj  moss  of  papers  aceiimulafcd,  &c.  Procoedinga 
of  Convention,  Reference  to  coufltk-Dtial  letter,  of  15  September, 
1821,  to  Ritchie.  Yates'ti  notes.  His  prejudices.  Necessity  pro- 
foundly f*»U  of  a  strong  Constitution.  Gross  and  dl^reputnbln  in- 
equalities in  the  fnternat  admini.<^tratioaB  of  most  of  (he  St^ites. 
Sbay^'S  insurrection.  Importance  r>f  the  crl**ij!i  to  tlie  cause  of  luitnan 
liberty.  Backwardness  in  some  quarters  toward  a  Convention,  &c., 
ascribed  to  a  secret  dislike  to  popular  OoTerament,  &c.  Influence  of 
tbia  consideration  on  the  deliberations*  of  the  Convention     •  243,  244 

Causes  temporary,  and  causes  permjiuently  inherent  in  popular  frames 
of  Government.  Importance  of  cumprooiiHe.  Relative  remoteness 
of  initiatory  negotiating  grounds  from  roal  opinions,  and  from  tho 
point  ut  which  they  finally  met.  DiiUj^er  threatening  the  principle 
of  seirgoverntnent.  Con-^iecpient  disposition  of  the  writer  to  give  to 
a  Government  resting  on  that  foundation  the  energy  required  for 
stability  and  efficacy.  Possible  excess,  la  some  instances,  of  the  in- 
fluence of  this  consideration,  Eflect  of  a  conditional  reference  of 
Bome  to  other  particulars  in  varying  the  character  of  the  whole. 
Paramount  duty  of  supporting  the  Constitution  in  its  tnie  meaning. 
us  anderstood  by  the  nation  at  the  time  of  its  ratification.  Early  and 
ominous  attempts  to  defeat  certain  ameadments.  Constructive  m- 
novailon».  capable  of  perverting  iia  legitimate  character  aa  the  off- 
spring of  the  national  will       -  -  -  -  -  244, 245 

Wbelber  constitutional  ^livision  of  powers  of  Government  between  the 
States,  in  their  separate  and  In  their  united  capacities,  tends  to  an 
oppressive  aggrandizement  of  General  Government,  or  lo  an  anar- 
cbical  independence  of  State  Governments,  h  a  problem  which 
dme  alone  can  ab?^olutely  determine.  Much  to  be  wished  that  the 
division,  as  it  exists,  or  may  be  made  with  tbe  regular  saoctioo  of 
the  people,  may  efl'ectnally  guard  against  both  extremes.  Their 
respective  dangers-  Epochs  of  encroachmenti*  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  by  the  States.  At  present,  seeraingty  aimed  tvt  by  both. 
Check  to  General  Government  on  a  conspicuous  oocaaion.  [?]  Con- 
Biderations  but  little  adverted  to  in  estimating  tbe  greater  tendency 
of  the  Union  to  a  subversion,  or  to  a  separation  of  the  States,  Ac, 
Their  size  and  number,  territorial  ext4^'nt  of  the  whole,  and  degree 
of  external  danger.    Sympathy  In  a  domestic  aJBiotion        -  246,  247 

Jonathan  Buxj^  and  Mary  Bull.    [An  apologme]  -  -  -        249^256 
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To  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft    Montpellier,  January  22  -  -  -      257 

Memoir  on  the  fossil  tree.    Geology.    Opposite  theories.   Water  and 
fire.    This  hemisphere  ------      257 

To  Benjamin  Romaino.    Montpellier,  January  26     -  -  -  -      257 

Pamphlets.    A  new  Constitution.    Circumstances  of  the  revisal,  pro- 
pitious to  the  cause  of  self-government         -  -  -  257, 258 
To  Dr.  Jesse  Terry,  Jun.    MontpelHer,  January  30  -           -           -  -      258 

His  "  Moral  Instructor."    Query  as  to  his  opinions  concerning  "  nox- 
ious luxuries,"  &c.   Free  Libraries.  Apprentices.  Rural  situations. 
Tree  of  useful  knowledge        ------      259 

To  Rev.  Jedediah  Morse.    February  16        -  -  -  -  -      259 

Honorary  membership  of  society  for  benefit  of  Indians.   Their  special 
claims  on  our  benevolence.    Their  civilization  necessary  to  save 
them  from  extinction,  Ac.    An  object  of  the  Society,  &c.    -  259,  260 

To  Thomas  Jefferson.    Montpellier,  March  5  -  >  -  -      260 

New  Society  for  benefit  of  Indians.    Answer  to  Morse.    Project  more 
ostentatious  than  dangerous.  Why  the  clergy  are  not  likely  to  form 
a  noxious  confederacy.    Organization  of  the  Board  of  Directors  a 
just  subject  of  animadversion.   The  plan  probably  acceptable  to  the 
War  Department.    Denounced  by  a  Senator,  Ac.      -  -  260,  261 

To  Edward  Everett.    Montpellier,  March  9  -  -  -  -  -      261 

A.  n.  Everett's  work  on  Europe.    Its  merits.    Its  occasional  want  of 
condensation  of  ideas.    Pascal's  remark       -  -  -  261, 262 

To  Joshua  Gilpin.    March    11  -----  -      262 

Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal.    Commendation  of  canals.    Per- 
sonal    ---------      262 

To  John  Adlum.    April  12    -  -  -  -  -  -  -      263 

His  memoir  on  the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  and  specimen  of  his  Tokay 
wine.    Measured  commendation  of  both.    Considerations  in  favor 
of  introducing  a  native  wine.    Agricultural  societies  -  -      263 

To  Richard  Rush.    Montpellier,  May  1  -  -  -  -  -      264 

English  pamphlet  Keilsall's  •*  Classical  Excursion."  Edinburgh  Re- 
view. Intention  of  R.  to  name  his  new-bom  son  aft«r  the  writer. 
Godwin's  hollow  theory  and  late  census.  Keilsall's  **  Phantasm  of  a 
University."  Cicero.  Pamphlet  probably  from  an  official  source.  Its 
unfairness.  Change  of  tone  in  British  Government  toward  U.  S.  264,  265 
JeflTerson's  age,  and  vigor  of  mind  and  body.  University  of  Virginia. 
Length  and  sterility  of  the  session  of  Congress.  Pecuniary  follies 
of  the  Country.  Unfavorable  exchange.  Probable  cause  of  it 
Domestic  manufactures.  Taste  for  foreign  articles  of  luxury.  Bor- 
rowing from  banks,  &c.  Advantage  in  a  contest  of  prohibitions, 
&c.,  of  a  nature  exchanging  necessary,  <tc.,  articles  for  the  luxuries 
of  another,  may  be  reversed  in  a  trade  entirely  free;  and  why  265,  266 
Scanty  harvest  and  low  prices.   Cotton.   Tobacco.  Wheat   Expected 
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renewiil  of  direct  trade  to  Britii'h  W.  Indiea.    Ravages  of  the  fly. 
Wheat  MiU  in  Marytund         •--•--      2CG 
To  President  ^loiiroo.    Montpeilier,  Maj  n    -  -  -  -  -      2C7 

Anduagii*!!^  inriitiimtion  conci'rninif  trmt*  of  recognition  of  Spanish 
America  would  bo  discredltiHl  by  foruml  liiBloriceil  Btnt^'nieiil  of  facts, 
Fair  fame  of  uiir  Republic  impoi'tant.  Policy  of  a  conciliatory  ap- 
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Spaflbrd^a  wbh  to  write  a  Gazetteer  of  Virginia.  Ilia  reference  to  R. 
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Report  of  Jeflfcrson,  Pendleton,  and  Wythe  to  Virginia  Legislature  in 
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Importance  of  geography  in  the  instruction  of  the  poor  -  -      280 

To  George  Joy.    August  10  -  -  -  -  -  -  -      281 

Former  correspondence.  J.'s  agent,  Webster.  Relaxation  of  G.  Brit- 
ain's monopolizing  attempts  concerning  navigation  between  her 
Colonies  and  U.  S.   Dispositions  of  U.  S.        -  -  -  -      281 
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Congressional  Documents.  Reasons,  with  illustrations,  why  the  Sen- 
ate have  no  right,  in  their  advice  and  consent,  to  vary  the  date  at 
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ture, between  cases  in  which  the  Greneral  Government  opposes,  and 
in  which  it  expresses,  the  will  of  its  constituents;  and  between 
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V.'s  Discourse  before  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.   Merits  and 
example  of  Penn,  &c.  ------  552,  553 

To  Henry  ^Vheaton.    Montpellier,  February  26        -  -  -  -      653 

W.'s  enlarged  edition  of  Life  of  W.  Pinkney.    Jay's  Treaty.    Accl- 
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TO  ALEXANDER  J.   DALLAS. 

April  9, 1816. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  commu- 
nicating your  purpose  of  resigning  the  Department  of  the  Treas- 
ury. I  need  not  express  to  you  the  regret  at  such  an  event 
which  will  be  inspired  by  my  recollection  of  the  distinguished 
ability  and  unwearied  zeal  with  which  you  have  filled  a  station 
at  all  times  deeply  responsible  in  its  duties,  through  a  period 
rendering  them  particularly  arduous  and  laborious. 

Should  the  intention  you  have  formed  be  nowise  open  to  re- 
consideration, I  can  only  avail  myself  of  your  consent  to  pro- 
long your  functions  to  the  date  and  for  the  object  which  your 
letter  intimates.  It  cannot  but  be  advantageous  that  the  im- 
portant measure  in  which  you  have  had  so  material  an  agency 
should  be  put  into  its  active  state  by  the  same  hands. 

Be  assured,  Sir,  that  whatever  may  be  the  time  of  your  leav- 
ing the  Department,  you  will  carry  from  it  my  testimony  of  the 
invaluable  services  you  have  rendered  to  your  Country,  my 
thankfulness  for  the  aid  they  have  afforded  in  my  discharge  of 
the  Executive  trust,  and  my  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and 
happiness. 

VOL.  m.  1 
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TO  J.  B.  SAY. 

Washixgton,  May  4, 1816. 

Sir, — I  must  trust  to  your  goodness  to  pardon  the  long  de- 
lay in  offering  my  thanks  for  tlie  Treatise  on  Political  economy, 
and  for  the  kind  sentiments  expressed  in  the  letter  which  ac- 
companied it.  I  regret,  that  notwithstanding  the  delay,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  steal  from  my  occupations  the  time  necessary 
to  do  justice  to  such  a  work  by  an  entire  and  continued  peru- 
Bal;  and  that  I  must  postpone  that  gratification  to  the  approach- 
ing epoch,  at  which  I  shall  exchange  the  labours  of  a  public  for 
the  relaxations  of  a  private  station.  I  can  speak,  however,  of 
the  value  of  your  present,  with  the  perfect  confidence  inspired 
by  the  uncontradicted  suffrage  which  its  great  merit  has  pro- 
cured for  it.  Luminous  developments  of  the  true  principles  of 
political  economy  are  everywhere  needed;  and  if  more  so  in  our 
young  country  than  in  some  old  ones,  the  prejudices  are  young, 
also,  which  are  to  be  encountered.  We  have  an  open  field  for 
free  discussions,  and  I  hope  our  docility  will  be  proportioned 
to  the  advantage. 

I  sincerely  wish  that  nothing  may  occur  to  drive  you  from 
the  country  of  your  birth  and  your  choice  to  seek  an  asylum  in 
a  distant  hemisphere.  Honorable  as  such  acquisitions  may  be 
to  this  country,  they  ought  not  to  be  coveted  on  such  conditions; 
the  less  so,  as  we  are  aware  that  the  partiality  of  its  distant 
friends  may  anticipate  advantages  greater  tlian  it  may  be  capa- 
ble of  realizing. 

Apart  from  such  reflections,  I  pray  you,  Sir,  to  be  assured  of 
the  great  value  I  place  on  your  esteem,  and  of  my  best  wishes 
for  your  welfare,  whatever  may  be  the  theatre  of  your  fortunes. 


TO  WILLIAM  EUSTIS. 

May  12,  1816. 

Dear  Sir, — I  duly  received  your  two  favors  of  August  10th 
and  December  9th,  1815,  but  during  so  busy  a  season  that  I 
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have  beea  obliged  to  postpone  tlic  acknowledgment  of  them  to 
the  present  date. 

The  picture  you  give  of  the  Dutcli  humiliation,  as  exempliiied 
in  the  tone  of  the  Baron  de  Nagcl  on  the  violation  of  local 
sovereignty  in  the  case  of  the  seamen  impressed,  exceeds  what 
I  could  have  inferred  from  the  relations  of  the  new  kingdom 
to  its  powerful  neighbour.  It  is  not  politic  in  the  latter  to  ex- 
act such  sacriBcea.  The  feeling  that  makes  them  will  shew  it- 
self in  a  very  different  character  the  moment  any  change  of  cir- 
cumstances shall  give  a  free  plaj  to  human  nature.  The  con- 
nection with  Russia  may  hasten  the  transformation.  I  observe 
that  a  deaf  ear  is  turned  to  your  cogent  rcasouing  in  support 
of  the  just  demands  of  indemnit}*.  In  recognising  the  principle 
that  a  nation  is  bound  by  its  established  Government,  it  is  im- 
possible to  resist  the  inference  in  our  favor,  because  the  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  absence  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  was  in  the 
relations  of  established  Government,  or  a  Government  de  facto, 
to  the  other  Governments  of  Europe;  and  the  United  States, 
considering  it  in  the  same  light,  could  not  refuse  the  ordinary 
intercourse  between  two  friemlly  nations,  A  paternal  Sover- 
eign ought  not  to  wish  ttie  bcuefifcs  of  such  an  intercourse  to  be 
withheld  from  a  people  beloved  by  him.  The  Allies,  in  the 
very  act  of  restoring  Louis  to  the  Throne  of  France^  have  com- 
pelled him,  or  rather  the  nation,  to  indemnify  the  suffercfs  from 
the  spoliations  of  Napoleon,  whilst  lie  was  do  facto  at  the  head 
of  the  French  people.  You  will  Icarn  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  efforts  will  be  made  to  obtain  every  where  the  in- 
demnities due  by  the  pn3scut  for  the  wrongs  of  preceding  Gov- 
ernments. Mr.  Pinkney,  who  is  just  departing  as  Minister  tu 
llustda,  will  take  Naples  in  his  way,  with  a  view  to  that  object. 
And  Mr.  Gallatin,  who  will  embark  in  a  few  days,  will  press 
our  demands  at  Paris. 

The  complexion  of  Europe,  as  recently  presented  to  us,  seems 
to  justify  your  view  of  its  prospects.  The  peace  of  Paris  lias 
left  feelings  in  various  quarters,  and  of  various  kinds,  which  are 
not  auspicious  to  its  duration.  A  military  establishment  in  G. 
Britain  of  150,000  men;  in  Russia  of  half  a  million  or  more;  and 


4  WORKS    OF    MADISON.  1816. 

the  indications  of  jealousy  and  ambition  among  other  powers, 
with  the  combustible  materials  in  France,  prepare  the  mind  for 
new  agitations.  It  is  understood,  also,  iliat  whilst  the  Govern- 
ments are  forming  their  projects  in  relation  to  each  other,  the 
people  all  over  Europe  have  caught  a  spirit  and  acquired  a 
knowledge  that  presage  events  of  another,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
of  a  better  kind.  Of  all  these  matters,  however,  your  position 
gives  you  better  opportunities  forjudging. 

With  respect  to  our  own  Country,  we  are  tlireatencd  with 
no  immediate  collisions,  unless  one  should  grow  out  of  the  ques- 
tions with  Spain,  which  wo  are  taking  measures  to  bring,  if 
practicable,  to  an  amicable  termination.  In  our  internal  af- 
fairs, our  difificulties  arise  from  the  state  in  which  our  finances 
were  left  by  the  war.  The  measures  provided  for  by  Congress 
will,  I  hope,  alleviate,  and,  with  help  of  time,  gradually  remove 
them.  The  principal  of  these  measures  are  tlie  establishment 
of  a  National  Bank,  and  a  continuance  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
war  taxes.  You  will  sec,  also,  that  a  vory  important  provision 
has  been  made  for  fostering  our  manufactures.  This  will  have 
the  double  effect  of  enlarging  our  revenue  for  a  time,  and,  by 
lessening  our  future  importations,  aid  in  rescuing  our  Commerce 
from  that  unfavorable  balance  which  embarrasses  all  our  monied 
Institutions  and  financial  operations. 

You  will  gather  from  the  newspapers  sent  you  the  progress 
and  complexion  of  the  elections,  general  and  local.  Notwith- 
standing the  pressures  of  the  war,  and  tliose  on  the  heels  of  it, 
the  nation  seems  determined  to  lose  nothing  of  the  character  it 
has  gained. 

You  will  have  noticed  the  new  system  disclosed  in  the  East- 
ern quarter,  by  the  motion  and  proceedings  in  Congress  relating 
to  the  British  monopoly  of  the  navigation  between  the  U.  States 
and  the  British  Colonies.  It  is  evident  that  the  monopoly  will 
be  met  at  the  next  session  by  countervailing  regulations,  unless 
they  be  prevented  by  intermediate  negotiation;  and  that  they 
will  be  urged  most  by  those  who  heretofore  have  so  systemati- 
cally combated  them.  If  such  be  the  effect  of  tliis  partial  loss 
by  the  shipping  interest,  what  would  have  been  the  feelings  of 
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a  total  loss,  had  it  not  been  prevented  by  the  coriimercial  con- 
veation  with  G.  Britaiu,  which  abolished  the  inequality  under 
which  that  interest  was  placed  by  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty,  or  rather 
by  the  countervailing  regulations,  as  tliey  were  called,  which 
were  ingrafted  on  it  by  G.  Britain? 

Mr.  Dallas  will  leave  hia  department  in  the  fall.  I  shall 
delay  as  much  as  possible  providing  fur  the  vacancy,  with  the 
greater  propriety,  as  the  step  ouglit  to  consult  not  merely  my 
expiring  relation  to  the  Executive  trust. 

We  have  had  a  season  witliout  example  deficient  both  in 
warmth  and  in  rain.  To  the  present  date  we  have  had  but  a 
few  warm  days.  And  till  a  few  days  ago  there  has  been  a  con- 
tinued and  general  drought  for  several  months.  The  Farmers, 
^^  in  many  places,  are  ploughing  up  their  wheat  fields  and  plant- 
^H  ing  Indian  Corn;  and  the  latter  crop  was  more  unthrifty  than 
^V  was  ever  known  at  this  season.  Every  crop,  indeed,  is  remark- 
^P  ably  unpromising.  Present  my  respectlul  regards  to  Mrs.  Ens- 
■  tis,  and  accept,  with  my  great  esteem,  assurances  of  my  best 

^H      wishes. 

^^^H  TO   JOHN  NICHOLAS. 

^^^^^V  WAsmxGTOV,  Maj  30,  1S16. 

^^^^     D'*  Sir, — Having  been  detained  longer  than  I  expected,  your 

^^       favor  of  the  20th  found  me  at  this  place;  from  which,  however, 

^H       I  am  preparing  to  set  out  forthwith, 

I  have  so  much  confidence  in  tlie  friendliness  of  your  views^ 
that  I  always  feel  indebted  ft>r  your  communications;  and  I  un- 
derstand so  imperfectly  the  interior  politics  of  New  York,  that 
I  cannot  be  indisposed  to  accept  your  explanations  of  them, 
when  it  becomes  a  public  duty  to  pay  attention  to  them.  I  am 
bound,  however,  in  the  present  case,  to  say,  that  whatever  may 
be  the  character  or  standing  of  Mr. ,  the  recommend- 
ations of  !iim  were  not  only  in  an  ex  ten  t,  but  from  quarter??, 
also,  which  it  would  seem  you  are  not  aware  of;  and  that  if  made 
acquainted  with  the  latter,  you  would  be  satisfied  that  the  ob- 
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ject,  of  some,  at  least,  among  the  most  respectable  of  them,  conld 
not  be  either  to  bring  odium  on  the  Executive  or  to  favor  its 
adversaries.  In  truth,  the  recommendations  conveyed  to  the 
Postmaster  General  very  strong  appearances  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr. would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  State 

at  large,  and  to  Albany  in  particular,  than  any  one  of  his  com- 
petitors. 

I  make  these  remarks,  without  derogating  from  the  tenor  of 
my  former  letter,  as  due  to  Mr.  Meigs,  with  whom  the  appoint- 
ment lies;  and  who,  I  am  persuaded,  was  grossly  misunderstood, 
if  he  said  any  thing  at  all  that  could  give  rise  to  the  report  to 
which  you  allude.  Nothing  is  less  to  be  relied  on  than  state- 
ments of  conversations,  especially  when  the  conversations  may 
be  meant  on  one  side  rather  to  parry  than  to  explain,  and  the 
statements  are  made  on  the  other  under  the  influence  of  per- 
sonal or  party  feelings.  Nor  is  any  thing  more  common  than 
for  measures  taken  on  the  fairest  grounds  to  be  perverted,  some- 
times with  a  view  to  discredit  the  authors  of  them;  sometimes 
to  answer  sinister  purposes  of  those  in  whose  favor  they  are 
taken. 


TO  JOHN  RHEA. 

Washington,  June  1,  1816. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  favor  of  the  24  Nov'  with  a  rec- 
ollection of  all  the  proofs  of  your  devotion  to  the  public  good 
which  our  relative  situations  had  made  me  acquainted  with;  and 
I  should  have  acknowledged  it  at  the  proper  date  if  I  could 
have  added  anything  particularly  interesting  to  you.  Being 
now  on  the  eve  of  a  visit  to  my  farm,  which  needs  much  my 
presence,  as  I  do  its  recreations,  I  cannot  leave  Washington 
without  this  memorandum  that  my  silence  has  not  been  the  ef- 
fect of  any  diminution  of  my  esteem  for  you. 

You  will  have  learnt  from  the  Treasury  Department  that  we 
have  taken  the  liberty  with  your  name  of  putting  it  into  the 
commission  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  the  National  Bank; 
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and  from  the  War  Department,  that  you  are  appointed  one  of 
the  coinniissioners  for  treating  with  the  Choctaw  Indians.  I 
hope  you  will  find  it  not  iDCOnvcnicnt  to  assist  in  both  of  these 
services.  The  latter  is  one  which  will  exercise  the  best  judg- 
ment, and  call  for  an  enlarged  view  of  the  National  policy  which 
ought  to  p^overn  transactions  with  our  savage  neighbours.  On 
the  one  hand,  it  is  very  desirable  to  obtain  from  them  cessions, 
or  an  acquiescence  in  limits  convenient  to  the  safety  and  growth 
of  om*  settlements;  and  on  tlie  other,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to 
respect  their  rights,  and  not  even  to  disregard  their  prejudices. 
In  settling  Indian  boundaries  it  is  but  fair  to  keep  in  mind  that 
they  are  peculiarly  uncertain  and  overlapping  in  themselves, 
and  that  the  evidences  of  them  are  equally  obscure  and  contra- 
dictory. This  is  the  case,  more  or  less,  with  all  the  cootiguoua 
tribes;  among  civilized  nations  it  but  too  often  happens;  among 
savages,  where  the  modes  of  occupancy  are  so  vague  and  proofs 
rest  on  tradition  or  interested  memories,  it  cannot  be  otherwise. 
Where  Indian  claims,  therefore^  can  be  extinguished  on  rcason- 
*able  terms,  it  is  better  to  extinguish  tliem  doubly,  although  more 
than  one  cannot  be  well  founded,  than  to  incur  the  risk  of  in- 
justice, or  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  a  sense  of  injury, 
however  erroneous.  Our  own  Country  will  be  more  ready  to 
bear  the  augmented  expense  than  the  world  will  be  to  overlook 
a  sacrifice  of  generosity  or  humanity  to  that  consideration.  The 
acquisitions  made  by  the  heroic  successes  of  General  JacksoE 
are  of  incalculable  value.  It  is  proper  that  they  should  be 
turned  fully  to  public  account.  If.  in  doing  it,  there  should  not 
be  all  the  facility  and  celerity  that  might  be  desired,  the  final 
advantages  will  be  the  same.  And  while  his  Country  will  have 
the  permanent  enjoyment  of  these  advantages,  I  sincerely  wish 
that  the  progress  of  them  may,  in  every  stage  and  under  every 
aspect,  be  worthy  of  the  pages  in  which  History  will  record  his 
immortal  reputation. 

We  have  nothing  from  abroad  more  than  will  be  seen  in  the 
newspapers.  Through  the  same  channel  you  are  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  current  events  at  home. 
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TO  WILLIAM  H.   CBAWPOBD. 

MovTPiLUiB,  Jnnc  21,  1816. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  the  letter  of  General  Gaines,  with  the 
papers  connected  with  it. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  and  much  to  be  wished,  that  a  resort  to  the 
extreme  measures  contemplated  may  not  bo  necessary;  and  it 
may  be  better  that  should  result  from  military  discretion,  guid- 
ed by  imperious  emergencies,  than  be  prescribed  by  the  Execa- 
tive,  without  the  sanction  of  the  authority  more  competent  to 
such  decisions.  In  the  present  case  a  foreign  territory  would 
be  invaded,  and  a  refusal  of  passage  through  a  river  terminating 
within  it  be  the  ground  of  hostility.  Without  admitting  the 
right  of  refusal,  the  question  is  a  delicate  one,  at  least  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  Executive  Department.  It  is  the  more  desirable 
that  the  crisis  should  not  lead  to  extremities,  as  we  are  to  have 
amicable  negotiations  which  may  possibly  put  an  end  to  all  difiB- 
culties  in  that  quarter.  This  view  of  the  subject,  however,  must 
not  preclude  any  interposition  of  the  Executive  which  may  be- 
come essential  to  the  public  safety,  and  be  expected  from  its  re- 
sponsibility. 

The  case  presented  by  Governor  Cass,  whose  communications 
are  also  returned,  forms  a  distressing  appeal  to  our  sympathies; 
but  I  can  see  no  legal  ground  on  which  we  can  extend  relief  to 
tt.  The  local  authority  is  bound  to  do  what  it  can,  and  it  is  a 
reasonable  expectation  that  tlie  abuse  of  any  integral  part  of  it 
will  not  continue  long.  Local  benevolence,  also,  will  doubtless 
make  its  contributions.  If  the  price  of  provisions  be  such  as  is 
stated,  it  is  presumed  that  the  troops  will  not  feed  on  the  local 
resources,  but  be  supplied  by  water  from  Eastward  settlements 
near  the  Lake;  and  that  in  proportion  to  their  number  will  be 
the  expenditures,  of  which  every  description  of  people  will  be 
able  to  partake.  The  aid  expected  from  the  sale  of  public 
lands  is  another  item  in  the  account.  It  is  painful  to  meet 
such  an  appeal  with  such  calculations;  but  can  anything  better 
be  done? 
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The  vacancy  in  the  Creek  agency  will  of  coarse  await  fur- 
ther information  on  the  subject  of  filling  it. 
Respects  and  best  wishes. 


TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NATY* 

MoNTptLLiBB,  Juno  27,  1816, 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours  of  the  25th,  and  return  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Kerr,  who,  T  presume,  is  the  former  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Not  being  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstanceg  which  would 
throw  light  on  the  sulyect,  among  which  is  '*  tlie  unfartunate 
circumstance  in  the  Envelope,"  not  accompaDjing  your  letter,  I 
cannot  appreciate  properly  the  representation  made  to  you.  It 
is  due  to  Cap'  Porter  to  disbeliLwe  every  tiling  irapeacliing  his 
character  without  adequate  proof,  and  to  furnish  him  with  an 
opportunity  for  every  explanation  necessary  to  protect  it.  The 
qnegtion  immediately  presenting  itself  is,  how  far  a  preliminary 
call  on  Mr.  Kerr  for  further  explanntions,  with  notice  that  a 
communication  of  the  subject  mn.^t  bo  made  to  Oap^  Porter, 
ought  to  take  place.  Should  your  better  kno%vIedge  of  facts 
not  decide  this  question  to  your  satisfaction,  you  will  of  course 
advise  confidentially  with  the  judicious  friends  nojir  you.  Ifcis 
a  fair  presumption  that  the  real  import  of  Cap*  Porter's  letter 
to  Mr.  Brown,  which  is  described,  not  copied,  varies  from  the 
sense  attached  to  it  by  Mr.  Kerr,  who  writes  with  feelings  which 
are  not  disguised,  and  which  might  warp  his  apprehension  of 
what  he  read  or  heard. 


TO  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE   NAVY. 

AuotTST  22, 1816, 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  be  furnished  from  the  Department  of 
State  with  copies  of  the  translation  of  the  letter  from  the  Dey 
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of  Algiers,  and  of  the  answer  to  it,  with  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  Mr.  Shaler,  and  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Shaler 
and  Commodore  Chauncey,  as  Commissioners  to  accommodate 
matters  with  the  Dey.  As  their  negotiations  may  issue  in  a 
commencement  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  Algiers,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  provide  for  that  event  by  instructions  from  you  to 
the  Naval  Commander  to  make  the  best  use  of  his  force  in  pro- 
tecting our  commerce  and  most  effectually  annoying  the  enemy. 


Instructions  prepared  for  the  Navy  Department ,  1815  or  16. 

Captain  Morris,  with  the  Frigate  Congress,  to  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  where  he  will  of  course  take 
the  naval  command  on  the  New  Orleans  Station. 

He  is — 1.  To  protect  our  commerce  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico 
against  the  violence  and  depredations  of  pirates,  not  confound- 
ing, however,  witli  pirates,  armed  vessels,  under  whatever  flag, 
committing  hostilities  against  a  particular  nation  or  nations 
only. 

2.  To  protect  our  commerce  against  an  exercise  of  force  by 
the  armed  vessels,  of  whatever  nation  or  country,  not  author 
ised  by  the  belligerent  right  of  search  or  the  laws  of  blockade, 
as  asserted  by  the  United  States.  The  entrance  into,  and  de* 
parture  of  commercial  vessels  from,  our  ports  is  not  to  be  inter- 
rupted or  awed  by  the  hovering  of  such  armed  vessels  on  our 
coast  for  the  purpose. 

3.  To  maintain  the  territorial  rights  of  the  United  States 
within  the  marginal  league;  but  no  interruption  is  to  be  given 
to  friendly  vessels,  under  whatever  flag,  proceeding  to  ports  of 
the  United  States. 

4.  To  aid  according  to  law  in  detecting  and  suppressing  the 
frauds  of  smugglers. 

5.  To  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  vessels  under  his  command 
into  ports  of  the  Spanish  maine,  or  Islands  adjacent,  whether  in 
possession  of  the  one  or  the  other  contending  parties,  except  in 
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cases  of  real  emergency;  the  vessels  so  entering  to  observe, 
during  their  necessary  stay,  the  neutral  obligations  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States;  to  prevent  any  nnnecessary  cruises  or  approaches 
towards  the  Spaniah  coasts,  which  might  favor  suspicions  of 
hostile  or  un warrantable  purposes;  and  to  prevent  unjustifiable 
violence  of  any  sort  by  vessels  under  his  command  on  vessels 
armed  or  unarmed,  under  whatever  flag. 

6.  Not  to  allow  any  public  vessel  to  transport  or  receive  on 
board  any  private  mercantile  property,  in  wliich  is  to  be  classed 
specie  and  bullion;  nor  passengers  of  any  description,  without  a 
sanction  properly  obtained. 

7.  Not  to  convoy  or  protect  against  a  ri,L^htful  seizure  by 
belligerent  vessels,  under  whatever  flag,  American  or  other  ves- 
sels bound  with  contraband  of  war  to  ports  of  a  country  at 
war. 

8-  To  communicate  and  co-operate,  as  occasions  may  justify 
and  require,  with  tlie  officer  commanding  the  land  forces  of  the 
United  States,  in  repelling  and  defeating  any  invasion  which 
may  be  made  or  attempted  by  any  foreign  armament. 


ANSWER   TO    LETTER  OP  WILLIAM   H.    CKAWPOBD,  SECRETART  OP 
WAR,   JUXE   26,    1816. 

MoNTPKLLiKtt,  June*  *JO(b,  18Ifi. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  the  draught  of  instructions  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  treating  with  the  Chicasaw  Indians. 

Not  being  aided  l>y  a  map,  I  am  not  sure  tliat  I  understand 
distinctly  all  your  demarkations.  1  take  for  granted  they  are 
correct^  unless  it  be  otherwise  in  the  reference  to  the  portion  of 
the  Chicasaw  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Tennessee.  You 
will  be  able  to  decide  on  re-examining  that  part  of  the  docu- 
ment. After  obtaining  the  lands  on  the  Tombigbee,  and  those 
running  up  to  the  Tennessee  river,  the  order  in  which  the  other 
purchases  ought  to  be  pressed  is  of  importance.  Will  it  not  be 
best  to  give  preference  to  the  tract  within  Kentucky,  if  that 
State  concur  in  the  price?    The  tract  being  remote  and  small, 
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the  Ghicasaws  may  be  the  less  unwilling  to  part  with  it;  and 
its  containing  claims  of  Revolutionary  ofiBcers  is  another  con- 
sideration deserving  notice.  If  the  State  of  Tennessee  retains 
its  anxiety  for  the  lands  within  its  limits  between  the  Tennessee 
River  and  the  Mississippi,  it  may  be  well  to  prefer  efforts  for 
obtaining  that  cession  to  the  purchase  of  lands  to  which  there 
are  no  State  claims,  and  which  are  not  immediately  essential  to 
the  great  object  of  providing  for  the  security  of  our  Gulf  fron- 
tier. 

I  think  you  have  given  too  great  a  scope  to  the  Commission- 
ers in  referring  to  the  market  proceeds  of  tlie  land  (page  3)  as 
the  ultimatum.  The  sum  would  be  enormous  for  an  Indian  pur- 
chase, and  the  more  so,  as  the  Chickasaw  claim,  liowcver  strong, 
is  opposed  by  other  claims  which  may  fairly  derogate  from  its 
worth.  Your  reference  in  another  place  to  the  customary  rates 
for  extinguishing  Indian  titles,  with  a  liberal  discretion  to  ex- 
ceed them,  seems  a  better,  because  a  safer  course.  I  have  ac- 
cordingly interlined  a  modification,  which  you  will  regard  as  a 
general  idea  only,  to  be  varied  and  expressed  as  you  chuse. 

I  enclose  a  different  mode  of  stating  the  decreasing  annuity 
to  be  paid  in  lieu  of  a  gross  sum  or  an  ordinary  annuity,  which 
you  will  incorporate  in  your  own  phraseology.  There  appeared 
to  be  some  danger  of  a  construction  which  would  take  the  whole 
intrinsic  value  of  the  lands  for  the  sum  to  be  divided  into  an- 
nuities. 


TO  THE  SECBETARY  OP  THE  TREASURY. 

MONTPELLIBR,  Julj  4,  1816. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours  of  the  29  June,  with  the 
several  papers  sent  with  it. 

Under  the  difficult  circumstances  of  the  currency,  and  the  ob- 
ligation to  attempt  a  remedy,  or,  at  least,  an  alleviation  of  them, 
the  plan  you  have  in  view  is  entitled  to  a  fair  experiment.   You 
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do  right,  liowcTer,  in  reserving  a  discretion  to  judge  of  the  siif- 
Bciency  of  accessions  by  the  State  Banks.  Should  there  be  a 
single  State  in  which  a  failure  of  tlie  Banks  to  accede  shoold 
redaee  the  peo|)Ie  to  the  necessity  of  payinj^  tlioir  taxes  in  coin, 
or  treasury  notes,  or  a  Bank  paper  out  of  their  reach,  the  pres- 
sure and  tlie  complaint  wouhJ  he  in  ten  so,  and  the  more  so  from 
the  inequality  with  which  the  measure  would  oiicraie. 

Can  the  suspension  of  payments  in  coin  by  the  principal  Banks 
be  regarded  as  the  precise  cause  of  the  undue  deprceiaLion  of 
treasury  notes,  as  intiuiated  in  the  3**  paragraph  of  your  Circu- 
lar? A  slight  modification,  if  you  think  it  requisite,  would  ob- 
viate the  remark. 

As  your  statement  to  the  President  will  remain  an  official 
document,  I  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  expression,  that 
the  Treasury  **  cannot  discriminate  in  the  mode  of  payment  be- 
tween the  revenue  of  the  cnstoms  and  the  internal  rcvenae/*  as 
liable  to  be  turned  against  the  distinction  proposed  in  the  pay- 
ment of  them. 

With  respect  to  the  validity  of  tliis  distinction,  I  should  yield 
my  doubts,  if  they  were  stronger  than  they  are,  to  the  unani- 
mous opinion  which  has  sanctioned  it* 

I  anxiously  wish  that  the  State  Banks  may  enter  promptly 
and  heartily  into  the  means  of  re-estaldishing  the  proper  Cur- 
rency. Nothing  but  their  general  co-operation  is  wanting  for 
the  purpose;  and  they  owe  it  to  their  own  character,  and  ulti- 
mately to  their  own  interest,  as  much  as  they  do  to  tfie  imme- 
diate and  vital  interest  of  the  nation,  Should  they  sacrillce  all 
these  powerful  obligations  to  the  unfair  gain  of  the  moment,  it 
must  remain  with  the  State  Legislatures  to  apply  the  remedy; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  tiiey  will  not  be  diverted  from  it, 
either  by  their  share  in  the  gains  of  the  Banks,  or  the  influence 
of  the  Banks  on  their  deliberations.  If  they  will  not  enforce 
the  obligation  of  the  Banks  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie,  they 
cannot  surely  forbear  to  enforce  the  alternatives  of  redeeming 
them  with  public  stock,  or  with  national  Bank  notes,  or,  finally, 
of  paying  interest  on  all  their  notes  presented  for  payment. 
The  expedient,  also,  of  restricting  their  circulating  paper  in  a 
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reasonable  proportion  to  their  metallic  fund  may  merit  atten- 
tion, as  at  once  aiding  the  credit  of  their  paper,  and  accelerating 
a  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

I  enclose  the  papers  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  to  guard  against 
the  possibility  that  you  may  not  have  copies  of  them  with  you. 


TO   M.   HYDE   DE  NETTVILLE. 

MoNTPELLiXB,  July  17,  1816. 

Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  12th  instant  overrates  the  hospitality 
for  which  your  visit  afforded  nie  the  agreeable  opportunity.  If 
otherwise,  it  would  have  been  overpaid  by  the  sentiments  which 
it  has  led  you  to  express. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  assured  from  such  a  source,  that 
not  only  your  Monarch,  inlicriting  tlic  virtues  of  a  Brother  whose 
generous  policy  was  allied  to  the  early  fortunes  of  our  Country, 
but  that  tlie  French  nation,  cherishes  friendly  dispositions  and 
liberal  views  towards  it.  The  United  States  arc  faithful  to  a 
system  of  justice,  of  good  will,  and  of  intercourse  mutually  bene- 
ficial with  all  nations;  and  they  arc  sensible  of  all  the  consid- 
erations which  strengthen  these  motives  in  relation  to  Prance. 
They  take  a  sincere  interest  in  her  independence,  her  prosper- 
ity, and  her  happiness;  and  they  cannot  better  express  it  than 
in  their  wishes  that  the  French  people  may  enjoy  all  the  just 
advantages,  external  and  internal,  of  a  regular  and  free  Consti- 
tution, adapted  to  their  genius  and  satisfactory  to  their  desires. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  partialities  you  indulge  for  our  Country 
will  find  all  the  returns  which  are  due  to  amiable  qualities 
adorning  distinguished  nations. 
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TO   MB,   DALLAS, 

MoKTFBLLItB,  Joly  27.  1816. 

Dear  Sir, — I  hare  received  yours  of  the  23d,  inclosing  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Baker^  with  the  draft  of  an  answer,  and  a  letter 
from  W^  J*  Scars,  of  Bermuda. 

The  subject  of  Mr.  Bakcr^s  letter  regularly  belongs  to  the 
Department  of  State,  but  whether  addressed  to  tlie  Treasury 
Department  or  to  that,  ought  to  have  proceeded  from  the  Min- 
ister, and  not  from  the  Consul,  otlicrwise  than  thro'  the  Minis- 
ter.  From  courtesy,  which,  as  well  as  conveniency,  sometimes 
takes  the  place  of  strict  rule,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  make  Mr, 
Baker  the  oliservations  contained  in  your  intended  answer,  with 
an  allusion,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  regular  channel  for  such  a 
discussion.  I  send  both  the  papers  to  Mr.  Monroe,  who,  in 
speaking  with  Mr.  Bagot,  will  lead  his  attention  to  the  diplo- 
matic usage. 

I  Fond  to  Mr.  Monroe,  also,  the  letter  frf>m  Mr.  Sears*  If  onr 
scls  enjoy  in  that  L-=i;land  tire  same  privileges  as  in  the  Euro- 
pean ports  of  Great  Britain,  the  claim  stated,  tho*  not  supported 
by  the  Convention,  seems  to  be  covered  by  the  general  terms 
of  the  Act  of  Congress  referred  to.  I  have,  however,  but 
filightly  looked  into  the  subject;  and  the  fact  and  tlie  extent  of 
the  trade  allowed  to  our  vessels  at  Bermuda  ought  to  be  scrw* 
tinized.  In  describing  the  British  dominions,  the  Convention 
would  seem  to  include  Bermuda  in  the  West  Indies,  since  it  is 
not  probable  that  it  was  overlooked  altogether  by  both  the 
American  and  British  Coramissioners.  Whether  an  American 
Consul  will  be  admitted  there  is  another  point  to  be  ascertained. 
This  can  probably  be  done  at  Washington. 


TO    THE   DEY    OF  ALGIERS. 


AuousT    ,  1816. 


I  have  received  your  letter  bearing  date  the- 


•.     You  represent  that  the  two  vessels  of  war  captured 
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by  the  American  squadron  were  not  restored  according  to  the 
promise  of  its  Commander,  Decatur;  and  inferring  that  this  fail- 
ure violated  the  Treaty  of  peace,  you  propose,  as  an  alternative, 
a  renewal  of  the  former  Treaty  made  many  years  ago,  or  a  with- 
drawal of  our  Consul  from  Algiers. 

The  United  States  being  desirous  of  living  in  peace  and  amity 
with  all  nations,  I  regret  that  an  erroneous  view  of  what  has 
passed  should  have  suggested  the  contents  of  your  letter. 

Your  predecessor  made  war  without  cause  on  the  U.  States; 
driving  away  their  Consul,  and  putting  into  slavery  the  Captain 
and  crew  of  one  of  their  vessels,  sailing  under  the  faith  of  an 
existing  treaty.  The  moment  we  had  brouglit  to  an  honorable 
conclusion  our  war  with  a  nation  the  most  powerful  in  Europe  on 
the  seas,  we  detached  a  squadron  from  our  naval  force  into  the 
Mediterranean  to  take  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs  which  Algiers 
had  done  to  us.  Our  squadron  met  yours,  defeated  it,  and  made 
prize  of  your  largest  ship  and  of  a  smaller  one.  Our  Commander 
proceeded  immediately  to  Algiers,  offered  you  peace,  which  you 
accepted,  and  thereby  saved  the  rest  of  your  sliips,  which  it  was 
known  had  not  returned  into  port,  and  would  otlierwise  have 
fallen  into  his  hands.  Our  Commander,  generous  as  brave, 
altho'  he  would  not  make  the  promise  a  part  of  the  Treaty,  in- 
formed you  that  he  would  restore  the  two  captured  ships  to 
your  officer.  Tliey  were  accordingly  restored.  The  frigate, 
at  an  early  day,  arrived  at  Algiers.  But  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, alleging  that  the  capture  of  the  Brig  was  so  near  the  Span- 
ish shore  as  to  be  unlawful,  detained  it  at  Carthagena,  after 
your  officer  had  received  it  into  his  possession.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  fulfilment  of  all  that  could  be  required  from  the  United 
States,  no  time  was  lost  in  urging  on  that  government  a  release 
of  the  Brig,  to  which  they  would  have  no  right  whether  the  cap- 
ture were  or  were  not  agreeable  to  the  law  of  nations.  The 
Spanish  government  promised  that  the  Brig  should  be  given  up; 
and  altho'  the  delay  was  greater  than  was  expected,  it  appears 
that  the  Brig,  as  well  as  the  frigate,  has  been  actually  replaced 
in  your  possession. 

It  is  not  without  great  surprize,  therefore,  that  wo  find  you, 
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under  such  circarastances,  magnifying  an  incideot  so  little  im- 
portftnt  as  it  affects  the  interest  of  Algiers,  and  so  blamcle«s5  on 
the  port  of  the  United  States,  into  an  occasion  for  the  proposi- 
tion and  threat  contained  in  your  letter.  I  cannot  but  per- 
suade myself  that  a  reconsideration  of  the  sul^ject  will  restore 
yoa  to  the  amicable  sentiments  towards  the  Uoitcd  States  which 
succeeded  the  war  so  unjustly  commenced  by  the  Dey  who 
reigned  before  you.  I  hope  the  more  that  this  may  be  the  case, 
becanse  the  United  Staten,  whilst  they  wish  for  war  with  no 
nation,  will  buy  peace  of  none.  It  is  a  principle  incorporated 
into  tlie  settled  policy  of  America,  that  as  peace  is  better  tlian 
war.  war  is  better  tlian  tribute. 

Our  Consul ,  and  our  Naval  Commander,  Chaun- 

oey,  are  authorised  to  communicate  with  you,  for  the  purpose  of 
terminating  the  subsiptiog  difference  l>y  a  mutual  recognition 
and  execution  of  the  Treaty  lately  concluded.  And  I  pray  God 
that  he  will  inspire  you  with  the  same  love  of  peace  and  jnatico 
which  we  feel,  and  that  he  will  take  you  into  his  holy  keeping. 


TO  ALEXANDBH   S.    DALLAS. 

Dbar  Sir^ — ^Since  the  receipt  of  your  several  letters  relating 
to  the  Treasury  proposition,  and  the  decision  of  Bank  deputies 
at  Philadelphia,  my  thoughts  have  been  duly  turned  to  the  im- 
portant and  perplexing  subject,  Altho^  there  may  be  no  impro- 
priety in  recalling  the  proposition,  it  seems  now  certain  that  it 
will  fail  of  its  effect*  iShoiild  the  Banks  not  represented  at 
Philadelphia  come  into  the  measure,  the  refusal  of  those  repre- 
sented would  be  fatal.  The  want  of  a  medium  for  taxes,  in  a 
single  State,  would  be  a  serious  difficulty;  bo  extensive  a  want 
would  forbid  at  once  an  enforcement  of  the  proposition.  The 
Banks  feel  their  present  importance,  and  seem  more  disposed  to 
turn  it  to  their  own  profit  than  to  the  public  good  and  the  views 
of  the  Government.   Without  their  co-operation  it  does  not  ap- 
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pear  that  any  immediate  relief  can  be  applied  to  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  Treasury  or  of  the  currency.  This  co-operation 
they  refuse.     Can  they  be  coerced? 

Should  the  State  Legislatures  unite  in  the  means  within  their 
power,  tlie  object  may  be  attained.  But  this  is  scarcely  to  be 
expected;  and  in  point  of  time  is  too  remote.  The  National 
Bank  must,  for  a  time  at  least,  be  on  the  defensive.  The  inter- 
position of  Congress  remains;  and  we  may-hope  the  best  as  to 
a  vigorous  use  of  it.  But  there  is  danger  that  the  influence  of 
the  local  banks  may  reach  even  that  resource.  Should  this  not 
be  the  case,  tlic  remedy  is  future,  not  immediate.  The  question 
then,  before  us,  is,  whether  any  and  what  further  expedients  lie 
with  the  Executive.  Altho'  we  have  satisfied,  by  wliat  has  been 
already  attempted,  our  legal  responsibility,  it  would  be  still  in- 
cumbent on  us  to  make  further  experiments,  if  any  promising 
ones  can  be  devised.  If  there  be  such,  I  have  full  confidence 
that  they  will  enter  into  your  views  on  the  subject.  One  only 
occurs  to  me;  and  I  mention  it  because  no  other  does,  not  be- 
cause I  regard  it  as  free  from  objections  which  may  be  deemed 
conclusive.  Tlie  notes  in  the  Treasury  might  be  presented  to 
the  Banks,  respectively,  with  a  demand  of  the  specie  due  on  the 
face  of  them;  on  refusal,  suits  might  be  immediately  instituted, 
not  with  a  view  to  proceed  to  execution,  but  to  establish  a  claim 
to  interest  from  the  date  of  the  demand.  The  notes  thus  bear- 
ing interest  being  kept  in  hand,  Treasury  notes  bearing  inter- 
est might  be  issued  in  payments  from  tlic  Treasury;  and  so  far 
injustice  to  the  several  classes  of  creditors  might  be  lessened, 
whilst  a  check  would  be  given  to  tlie  unjust  career  of  the  Banks. 
Such  a  proceeding  ought  to  l}e  supported  by  the  Stockholders, 
the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  all  the  disinterested  and  well-informed 
part  of  the  community.  The  clamor  against  it  would  be  from 
the  Banks  and  those  having  interested  connections  with  them, 
supported  by  the  honest  part  of  the  community  misled  by  their 
fallacies;  and  the  probability  is  but  too  great  that  the  clamor 
would  be  overwhelming.  I  do  not  take  into  view  the  expedient 
of  requiring  a  payment  of  the  Impost  in  specie,  in  part,  at  least, 
because  it  could  not  be  extended  to  the  other  taxes,  and  would 
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in  that  respect,  as  well  as  otherwise^  be  a  measure  too  delicate 
for  tlic  Executive  authority;  nor  would  its  effect  be  in  time  for 
any  very  early  purpose. 

I  have  been  led  by  the  tenor  of  your  letters  to  put  on  paper 
these  observations.  The  report  you  are  preparing  will  doubt- 
less enlighten  my  view  of  the  whole  subject. 


TO  BET'*  MILES   KING, 

Sepi«6,  1816. 

Sir, — ^I  received,  though  not  at  an  early  day^  your  friendly 
letter  of  the  20  th  of  June  last. 

The  letters  and  oomrannications  addressed  to  me  on  religions 
gnbjects  have  been  bo  numerons,  and  of  characters  so  various, 
that  it  has  been  an  estaldislied  rule  to  deoliuc  all  correspond- 
ence on  them.  Your  reflection  will,  I  doubt  not, do  justice  to 
this  rule.  Yon  may  be  assured  that  I  do  it  fully  to  the  pious 
motives  which  dictated  your  letter,  and  that  T  am  very  thank- 
ful for  the  kind  solicitude  you  express  for  my  future  happiness. 


TO  MB*   DALLAS. 

MoKTPiLi,ism,  September  15,  18 IG, 

Dear  Sir,^ — I  have  duly  received  yours  of  the  llth.  The 
dilBeulty  wluch  gave  rise  to  the  letter  from  the  Trensurer  is 
much  to  be  regretted,  and  the  regret  is  increased  by  the  cause 
of  it.  The  condition  at  wliich  you  glance  would  have  been 
justly  imposed  ou  Mr.  Sheldon.  Hia  no nii nation  to  the  Senate 
was  postponed  to  what  was  considered  as  tlie  latest  date,  with 
reference,  in  part,  at  least,  to  a  protraction  of  hi.s  duties  in  the 
Treasury;  and  was  made  under  the  impression  tliat  the  in  ten* 
tion  was  not  unknown.  Your  answer  to  Doctor  Tuc!ker,  and 
insU'Uction  to  Mr.  Taylor,  are  certainly  the  best  reuicdy  that 
the  case  admits.  I  sincerely  wish  it  may  terminate  the  ad\xn- 
titious  trouble  thrown  on  you. 


20  WORKS    OF    MADISON.  1816. 

The  favorable  report  of  the  Comptroller  on  the  accounts  of 
Mr.  Duplessis,  with  the  pecuniary  situation  of  Mr.  Chew,  hinted 
in  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Robertson,  will  justify  a  pause  on 
our  part — perhaps  till  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

The  offer  of  Commodore  Porter  may  lie  over  for  a  compari- 
son with  otlicr  sites  for  an  observatory.  Your  answer  to  him 
was  the  proper  one. 

I  have  not  yet  lieard  from  Mr.  Clay.  Should  he  decline  the 
proposal  made  to  him,  the  delicate  considerations  attending  a 
completion  of  the  Cabinet  will  not  be  at  an  end.  Whatever 
may  be  the  final  arrangement,  I  hope  you  will  be  persuaded 
that  I  have  never  contemplated  your  purpose  of  retiring  from 
the  Treasury  Department  without  doing  justice  to  your  motives, 
nor  without  recollecting  the  great  private  sacrifices  involved  in 
your  acceptance  of,  and  continuance  in,  that  important  public 
trust;  that  I  feel  with  full  force  the  expressions  in  your  letter 
which  are  personal  to  myself,  and  that  I  take  a  sincere  interest 
in  what  may  relate  to  your  future  welfare  and  happiness. 

If  there  be  no  objection  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  a  pardon  of  Augustus  Johnson,  whose  peti- 
tion is  enclosed,  be  so  good  as  to  have  one  made  out. 

I  took  the  liberty  of  requesting,  thro'  Mr.  Rush,  the  attention 
of  yourself,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Cabinet  at  Washing- 
ton, to  the  difficulties  arising  in  the  business  superintended  by 
Col.  Lane,  who  thought,  with  me,  that  a  decision  on  them  could 
be  better  formed  on  the  spot  than  ])y  myself  at  this  distance.  I 
have  just  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Librarian,  which 
presents  a  new  one.  Between  the  alternatives  of  a  temporary 
building  or  the  continuance  of  the  library  where  it  is,  the  op- 
tion seems  to  be  prescribed  by  a  want  of  Legislative  provision 
for  the  former.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  obtain  from  Col. 
Lane  a  full  view  of  the  case,  and  to  decide  on  it  as  may  be  found 
best  by  yourself  and  the  other  gentlemen?  Mr.  Watterston  is 
informed  of  this  reference  of  the  subject. 

We  have  had  a  profusion  of  rain  after  an  unexampled  drought. 
It  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  farmers  and  planters  in  several  re- 
spects, but  it  is  too  late  to  have  any  material  effect  on  the  crops 
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of  Indian  corn,  the  great  esculent  staple  in  this  country;  and 
its  excess  gives  it  a  bad  as  well  as  good  effect  on  tobacco,  the 
other  important  crop  at  stake.  This  is  the  10***  day  since  I  have 
been  able  to  comrannicatc  with  Mr,  Monroe,  wlio  is  separated 
from  me  by  a  branch  of  James  River.  Tbe  interruption,  how- 
ever,  has  been  prolonged  by  the  want  of  exertion  in  the  mail 
carrier. 

Accept  my  esteem  and  affectionate  respects. 


TO   W.    H.    CRAWFORD. 

MoHTPELL[E»,  September  2L  1816* 

DejlK  Sm, — I  return  the  letter  from  Mr.  Hall  enclosed  in 
yours  of  the  19th.  The  fullest  confidence  is  due  to  the  truth 
of  his  statement,  and  to  the  purity  of  his  views.  But  it  seems 
impossible  to  yield  the  sanction  he  suggests  to  the  wishes  of 
his  neighbours,  respectable  as  they  may  be.  Tlie  difference  be- 
tween a  forbearance  to  enforce  a  law,  on  considerations  forbid- 
ding the  attempt,  and  a  notice  that  the  law  would  not  be  en- 
forced, which  would  amount  to  an  invitation  to  violate  it,  neces- 
sarily restraius  the  Executive.  Are  not  the  orders,  also,  to  the 
Military  Commanders  and  to  the  Marshals^  actually  issued,  ap- 
plicable to  intruders  on  the  public  lands  every  where  not  spe- 
cially excepted  by  law? 

The  information  from  Governor  Clarke  is  very  agreeable,  and 
is  anothei*  proof  of  the  practicability  of  obtaining  by  just  means 
every  thing  from  the  Indians,  as  far  and  as  fast  as  the  public 
igterests  require.  It  were  to  be  wished  that  tins  view  of  the 
Bubjoct  prevailed  in  every  quarter. 

If  Onis  has  common  prudence,  he  will  be  silent  with  respect 
to  the  Fort  ou  the  Chatahouchee.  If  Spain  cannot,  or  will  not, 
prevent  attacks  on  us  from  such  a  position,  we  must  defend  our- 
selves against  them  by  attacking  the  position.  She  seemed  to 
feel  the  justice  of  this  reasoning  when  Jackson  drove  her  ena* 
mies  out  of  Pensacola, 
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TO  MB.   CRAWFORD. 

MoKTPELLiEB,  Sep'  22, 1816. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return,  with  my  approbation,  the  additional 
regulations  for  Mr.  Lee,  enclosed  in  yours  of  the  20th  ins*.  If 
you  have  been  correctly  informed  of  the  evidence  on  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Carroll,  it  is  truly  extraordinary.  Whether  a  House 
was  a  military  deposit  or  not  must  depend  on  its  being  or  not 
being  occupied  as  such  under  the  defined  authority,  and  on  the 
exliibition  or  the  want  of  adequate  proof  of  the  occupancy  and 
the  autliority.  The  proof  stated  to  you  was  certainly  the  very 
worst,  not  the  best  proof,  the  case  admitted  of.  Would  it  be 
amiss  to  add  some  regulation  as  a  guard  in  such  cases?  They 
will  be  of  a  class  of  largest  individual  amount.  If  sufferers  at 
Washington  should  happen  to  receive  indemnities  not  experi- 
enced in  other  scenes  of  military  events,  the  loudness  of  the 
complaints  may  readily  be  anticipated.  Perhaps,  on  consulting 
with  Mr.  Dallas,  you  will  be  able  to  digest  some  proper  mode 
of  obviating  the  payment  of  awards  in  favor  of  debtors  to  the 
public. 


TO  W.   H.    CRAWFORD. 

MoNTPKLLiKB,  SeptcmbcF  23, 1816. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Monroe  a  very  ex- 
traordinary communication,  covftlentialhj  made  to  him  by  Col. 
Jesup.  A  copy  of  it  is  enclosed.  An  invasion  by  a  Spanish 
force  at  the  present  period  might  be  pronounced  a  mere  chimerj^, 
if  a  less  degree  of  folly  reigned  at  Madrid;  unless,  indeed,  the 
Councils  of  Spain  should  be  supported  by  a  power  whose  coun- 
cils may  reasonably  be  more  confided  in.  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  Onis  is  intriguing  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  extent  to 
which  he  may  mislead  an  ignorant,  proud,  and  vindictive  gov- 
ernment, cannot  be  calculated.  It  is  incumbent  on  us,  there- 
fore, to  have  an  eye  to  our  Southwestern  frontier,  proportion- 
ing our  precautions  to  our  means,  and  to  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
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danger.  As  General  Jackson  is  apprized  of  the  apprclienaiati;* 
of  Col.  Jesnp,  tbo'  without  some  of  the  grounds  of  tliem  men- 
tioned to  Mr.  Monroe,  we  may  expect  soon  to  hear  from  him  on 
the  Bubjcct.  Are  there  any  reinforcements  or  defences  which 
can  be  added  to  those  now  within  his  employment?  Should 
Jesnp  execute  his  purpose,  it  will  be  the  boldest  project  ever 
assumed  by  no  higher  authority,  I  Gonimunicate  the  intelli- 
gence he  giyes  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Be  so  good  as  to 
do  the  same  to  yonr  coUeaguea  at  Washington, 


TO  ME.   DALLAS* 

MoNTPELLrERj  September  $7,  ISlfi. 

Dear  Sib, — ^I  have  received,  with  your  two  letters  of  the  20 
and  21st|  tlie  general  sketch  of  the  finances  to  which  they  refer, 
and  have  also  to  acknowledge  your  subseqtietit  letter  of  tlie 
25th*  I  return  the  sketch  under  an  address  to  Wadiington; 
passing  it  thro'  the  hands  of  Mr.  Crawford,  with  a  request  that 
he  would  hasten  it  to  the  Department. 

The  document  embraces  all  the  points  which  occur  to  me  as 
requisite  to  be  touchedj  and  contains  so  many  gratifying  fea- 
tures that  it  caunot  fail  to  engage  the  favorable  attention  of 
the  public  to  the  ability  aud  success  with  which  the  fiscal  busi- 
ness has  been  conducted  thro'  the  labyrinth  into  which  it  had 
l>een  forced.  The  facts  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  pre- 
sent an  additional  prospect,  extremely  grateful  in  several  views, 
and  particularly  as  bearing  testimony  to  the  auspicious  course 
which  the  Treasury  has  pursued. 

Mr,  Clay  declineg  the  War  Department,  The  task  now  to 
1)6  fulfilled  is  not  without  its  delicacies,  as  you  know.     I  shall 

rail  myself  of  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Moni^oe,  which  his 
journey  back  to  Washington  will  afford  me  in  a  day  or  two.  I 
could  vnsh  for  a  similar  opportunity  with  others,  whose  senti- 
ments would  be  valuable  on  the  occasion,  I  thank  you  for  your 
kindness  in  continuing  the  routine  of  businesSp  and  regret  that 
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I  cannot  more  promptly  exonerate  yon  from  tbe  trouble  it  im- 
poses* Yott  will  hear  from  me  again  on  tbe  subject  the  moment 
I  bare  any  thing  to  impart. 


TO  ME.   CBAWPORD. 

MOJfTFELLIRBf  S4?p»  30th»  1816. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  27tli  and 
28th,  The  views  taken  by  yourself  and  your  colleagueB  at 
Washington  of  the  subject  presented  by  Col,  Jcsup's  communi- 
cation, and  yonr  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Gen- 
eral Jackeoii  in  consequence  of  tljem,  were  very  proper.  The 
part  of  the  precautionary  arrangements  involving  most  delicacy 
is  that  of  sending  the  naval  force  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Besides  the  unavoidable  dctay^  I  fear  the  expense  of  equipment 
will  be  considerable,  under  an  appropriation  known  lo  be  defi- 
cient. It  will  be  well  to  give  him  the  earliest  notice  of  any 
cliange  in  the  prospect  releasing  the  Navy  Department  from  tlie 
calL  The  letter  from  Mr*  Erving  goes  far  towards  it^  and  fur- 
ther intelligence  from  him  may  be  daily  expected.  As  a  com- 
munication of  the  contents  of  Col.  Jeaup^s  letter  to  the  Gov* 
eruors  of  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Tennesseo,  and  Louisiana,  will 
lead  to  no  immediate  expense,  nor  to  any  unnecessary  |ml>lic 
excitement,  it  is  recommended  by  the  general  policy  of  antici- 
pating danger  and  guarding  against  it.  I  am  glad  to  find  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  views  coinciding  with  tliose  transmitted  to  him. 

I  sent  to  the  Attorney  General  the  papers  received  by  the 
Navy  Department  from  Commodore  Patterson,  relating  to  the 
destructioir  of  the  Negro  tort,  and  the  property  taken  in  it,  with 
a  request  from  the  Commodore  that  a  decision  niiglit  be  had  on 
tlie  distribution  of  the  {iroperty  among  the  captors.  I  referred 
Mr.  Rush,  also,  to  tijc  report,  wlien  received  from  Cob  Clinch. 
Be  80  good  as  to  let  him  see  the  communicatiohs  from  tliut  oiB- 
cer,  now  returned.  The  case  is  novel,  and  involves  several  legal 
questions. 
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I  perceive  that  a  part  of  the  Negroes  captured  were  deserters 
from  the  Spaniards,  who  will  therefore  be  gaiDers  by  breaking 
up  the  establishmeDt  od  the  Apalacbicola.  This  is  another  con- 
sideration which  may  prevent  complaints  from  that  rpiarter.  It 
may  be  recollected^  also,  that  the  Governor  of  Peneacola  de- 
clared that  territory  not  to  be  within  Spanish  jurisdiction, 

Jameson's  remarks  in  favor  of  making  the  seat  of  the  factory 
the  seat  of  his  agency  have  weight.  His  pacific  mediations 
among  the  Indians  may  also  be  recamraeoded  by  a  humane  pol- 
icy. But  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  discoimtenance  the  proposed 
visit  of  some  of  them  to  Washington.  We  complain  at  present 
of  the  reception  of  our  Indians  even  at  British  outposts,  and  we 
may  find  occasion  for  making  a  point  of  putting  an  end  to  that 
sort  of  intercourse. 

Mr.  Monroe  has  not  yet  arrived  on  his  way  to  Washington, 
and  I  cannot  fix  on  the  day  of  my  setting  out  until  he  docs. 
Rome  other  circumstances,  also^  liave  been  in  the  way.  I  fear  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  put  an  end  to  the  detention  before  the  last 
of  the  wtKjk;  possibly  not  before  Monday  next, 

I  have  already  mentioned  to  yon  the  answer  of  Mr.  Clay,  de- 
clining the  offer  made  to  him.  Altho^  Mr.  Lowndes  has  not 
had  occasion  to  manifest  particular  qualifications  for  the  War 
Department,  his  general  talents  and  public  standing  present 
him  in  very  favorable  comparison  with  any  other  oecurring  for 
consideration^ 

Cordial  regards. 


TO   ME.    CRAWFORD. 


Dear  Sm, — I  find  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dallas  that  he  was 
to  leave  Washington  on  Tuesday  last  for  Philadelphia.  He 
kindly  intends,  however,  to  give  official  attention  to  the  routine 
business  until  apprised  of  Ids  release.  The  date  for  this  I 
sh  to  be  governed  by  your  conveniency.  I  have  informed 
Mr*  Lowndes  of  the  approaching  vacancy  in  the  Department  of 
War,  and  asked  his  permission  to  appoint  him  to  it.    Should  he 
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not  assent^  or  not  be  able  to  enter  quickly  upon  its  duties^  it 

will  be  better,  perliaps,  that  the  business  of  the  War  Depart* 
meut  go  on  without  a  Secretary  than  that  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment be  vacant,  or  that  Mr.  Dallas  be  long  detained  in  its  ser- 
vice against  big  personal  interest  or  conveniency, 

Oc«  3, 1816. 


TO  GOTERNOE  NICHOLAS, 

MotlTPELLTER,  Oct.  5,  1816, 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours  of  the  30th  ult.  It  will 
afford  me  pleasure  to  promote  your  wishes  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
,  and  the  pleasure  will  be  iucreased  by  my  recol- 
lections of  the  period  and  persons  to  whom  you  allude*  It  is 
incumbent  on  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  remark^  that  it  is  the 
usage  to  leave  to  the  Heads  of  Departments  the  selection  of 
tlieir  own  clerks,  which  the  law  vests  in  tlicir  discretion  and 
responsibility;  that  tboy  generally  have  their  preferences,  often 
founded  in  relations  of  friendship  and  personal  confidence;  and 
that  there  is  always  depending  a  list  of  applicants  for  the  few 
vacancies  which  occur,  some  of  whose  pretensions  may  have  pecu- 
liar force.  My  connection  with  such  appointments  is  much  less 
than  may  be  supposed;  and  I  mention  it^  that  in  the  event  of 
disappointment,  it  may  not  be  inferred  that  I  have  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  object  you  so  justly  have  at  heart. 

Mr.  Dallas  has  and  will  have  explained  so  fully  his  measures, 
with  the  grounds  of  them,  that  I  need  say  little  on  the  subject* 
If  any  have  supposed  him  not  conciliatory  towards  the  Banks, 
they  have  done  him  great  injnatice.  As  to  the  ejioch  of  enfor- 
cing specie  payments,  the  law  had  fixed  on  the  20th  ofFebrmiry 
next,  with  an  evident  obligation  on  him  to  anticipate  it  if  prac- 
ticable. Many  of  the  Banks,  instead  of  co-operatiog  witli  him 
for  the  latter  pnrpose,  have  announced  purposes  at  variance 
with  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  law.  It  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  that  if  the  Banks  had  concerted  a  general  concurrenco 
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with  the  views  of  the  Treasury,  the  former  coufidencc  and  cur- 
reucj  would  have  been  easily  re-established  by  the  time  fijced 
jby  ^Congress,  and  ))robably  sooner.  Nor  can  it  well  be  doubted 
Hhat  8ucli  a  concert  would  bave  tnken  place  if  the  Bank  dividends 
had  been  as  much  favored  by  the  effort,  as  they  might,  at  least, 
for  a  lime  been  reduced  by  it.  I  am  far  frnin  apfdying  these 
remarks  to  all  the  Banks.  Tficro  arc  exceptions  which  we  could 
jointly  name  with  equal  pleasure.  But  it  is  certain,  that  as  far 
as  the  Banks  have  not  done  their  duty,  they  have  to  answer  for 
the  injustice  done  by  a  depreciated  currency  to  particular  States, 
to  the  public  creditors,  to  the  army,  to  the  Navy,  and  even  to 
private  creditors,  who  were  in  a  manner  forced  to  receive  their 
debts  in  that  currency.  Had  the  Banks  sold  their  public  stock 
for  their  own  notes,  with  which  they  procured  it,  when  they 
could  have  done  so  with  a  liberal  profit;  or  liad  thoy  af^reed  to 
pay  interest  on  their  protested  notes,  whilst  they  received  inter- 
est on  the  paper  pledged  to  them,  they  would  have  stood  on  dif- 
ferent ground.  But  they  preferred,  too  many  of  them,  to  these 
sacrifices,  or  rather  to  these  acts  of  justice,  an  iJicroaacd  issue 
of  notes,  on*  a  capital  as  productive  nearly  as  the  notes  issued 
on  that  basis.  Taking  the  whole  subject  as  we  find  it,  it  is  not 
easy  to  say  what  Congress,  with  whom  it  lies,  may  decide  on* 
There  is  sufficient  reason  to  believe  tliat  if  the  crisis  require  re- 
laxation, they  will  not  withhold  it.  But  tliere  are  indications 
that  a  resumption  of  specie  payments  is  rapidly  becoming  prac- 
ticable ami  jiOpular.  If  the  demand  of  specie  to  discharge  a 
foreign  balance  against  the  Nation  should  not  raise  the  exchange 
above  the  expense  and  difficulty  of  exporting  it,  the  Banks  in 
general  will  run  no  risk  in  uniting  at  once  with  the  National 
Bank  in  restoring  health  to  the  currency,  and  justice  to  all 
transactions,  public  and  private. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
printed  Circular  from  the  Directors  of  the  literary  fund.  Feel- 
ing deeply  the  value  of  a  well-digested  system  of  public  instruc- 
tion, it  would  be  peculiarly  grateful  to  contribute  some  aid  to- 
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wards  it  But  I  am  so  well  satisfied  thai  I  could  offer  no  ideas 
which  will  not  be  comprehended  ia  the  superior  coutributiona 
from  other  sourceg,  that  I  regret  the  less  my  want  of  leisui*e  for 
the  attempt. 


TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Washixoton,  October  12tli,  1816. 

Bear  Sm, — Your  favor  of  the  4th  of  September  wa&  handed 
to  me  by  Dbctor  Freeman*  at  my  abode  in  Virginia,  just  before 
I  left  it  for  this  place.  His  transient  stay  afforded  but  a  slight 
opportunity  for  the  civilities  I  wislied  to  shew  to  one  who  en- 
joys  so  much  of  your  esteem,  and  who  appeared  so  well  to  de* 
serve  them.  lie  was  so  good  as  to  cull  at  the  door  since  my 
arrii'al  here;  but  being  at  tlie  moment  engaged,  he  was  so  in- 
formed, without  my  being  apprised  of  the  name  till  he  had  re- 
tired; and  his  ensuing  departure  from  the  city  closed  our  inter* 
course,  nuless  he  should  repeat  his  Southern  excursi<m,  when  I 
shall  pay  with  pleasure  the  arrears  due  on  the  first. 

Mrs.  MadisoH,  wishiug  to  seize  the  occasion  for  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Adams,  has  herself  answered  the  enquiry  in  yours  to  rae 
having  reference  to  her.  You  will  perceive  that  she  has  not 
the  slightest  recollection  of  any  letter  to  Mr.  Steel,  gutdi  as 
could  have  led  to  the  intimations  in  yours.  Weconclnde^  tliere- 
fore,  that  some  error  has  taken  place  in  the  statement  made  to 
you.  It  will  rest  with  your  goodness  and  conveniciicy  to  throw 
any  light  upon  it,  which  yon  may  have  the  means  of  doing,  and 
which  you  may  think  the  subject  worthy  of,  I  beg  you  to  be 
assured  that  I  join  fully  in  her  acknowledgments  for  the  delicate 
manner  in  which  you  have  alluded  to  it,  and  for  the  kind  die* 
positions  wliich  it  has  led  you  to  express. 

The  favorable  judgment  you  are  so  good  as  to  express  on  the 
course  of  ray  administration  cannot  but  be  very  gratifying  to 
me;  not  merely  for  the  immediate  value  I  set  on  it,  hut  as  an 
encouraging  presage  of  the  light  in  which  my  endeavours  in  the 
service  of  my  Country  will  be  hereafter  viewed  by  those  most 
capable  of  deciding  on  them. 
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TO   MR*   DALLAS, 

WA.HIILVGTON*  October  13,  181C. 

Dear  Sir,— It  being  finally  arranged  that  Mr.  Crawford  will 
enter  the  Treasury  Department  on  Monday  next,  I  lose  no  time 
in  apprizing  you  of  the  day  on  which  the  requisition  on  your 
kind  and  protracted  attention  to  its  duties  will  be  at  an  end. 
The  letter  offering  the  War  Department  to  Mr,  Lowndes  hav- 
ing been  sent  to  New  York,  missed  of  liim  altogetlier;  and  it 
unluckily  happened  that  he  set  out^  after  his  return  to  Wash- 
ington, before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  communicating  with  Ijjm. 
A  letter  will  follow  him,  with  a  chaocc  of  overtaking  him  before 
lie  reaches  Cliarleston;  but  it  will  probably  not  arrest  his  jour- 
noy  should  the  object  of  it  be  acceptable  to  him, 

I  thank  you  very  much,  my  Dear  Sir,  for  the  friendly  offers 
in  your  favor  of  the  5  instant,  and  I  renew  all  my  acknowledge 
menu  and  assurances  with  respect  to  t)ie  past  services,  for 
which  I  am  personally  indebted,  as  well  as  our  Country,  which 
is  enjoying  and  awaiting  the  beneficial  fruits  of  them. 

Accept  my  high  esteem  and  my  cordial  salutations. 


P.  S,  Nothing  has  occurred  diminishing  the  improbability  of 
CoU  Jesup's  intelligence*  You  will  have  noticed  an  occur- 
rence in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  wliich  is  producing  considerable 
^ sensation*  We  are  not  yet  able  to  appreciate  all  its  circum- 
fitaiices.  But  it  is  diflficalt  to  believe  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Spamsli  squadron  is  to  be  ascribed  to  hostile  orders  from  Mad* 
rid« 
F  TO  MB.   DALLAS,      . 

MoiiTFELLtsM,  Octobof     ,  1816. 
Dear  Sir, — I  liave  received  yours  of  the  1  instant,  and  anx- 
iously hope  that  this  will  find  you  perfectly  recovered  from  your 
indisposition,  and  in  the  bosom  of  your  family  in  Philadelphia. 
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I  repeat  my  thanks  for  ilic  kind  attention  you  offer  to  the  routine 
of  the  Trc'asury  business^  from  which  I  ciilcuhxte  un  your  being 
speedily  released,  I  Iiave  written  to  Mr.  Lowndes  on  the  va- 
cancy approaching  in  the  War  Department,  and  invited  him  to 
accept  it;  and  have  apprized  Mr,  Crawford  of  tliis  step,  with 
an  intimation  of  the  expediency  of  his  assuming  the  Treasury 
Department  as  soon  as  he  can  make  it  convenient  to  do  so. 

I  propose  to  set  out  for  Was!iingtou  on  Monday,  and  expect 
to  be  there  by  the  middle  of  the  week.  Mr.  Monroe  is  now  with 
me,  and  will  probably  be  a  day  or  two  before  me. 

Be  assured,  Dear  Sir,  of  my  best  regards. 


TO  WILLIAM  LOWKDES, 

W\snfxr.TOV.  OpI.  10,  1816. 
Dear  Sir, — ^The  resignation  of  the  Treasury  by  Mr.  Dallas, 
drawing  after  it  a  vacancy  in  the  War  Department,  uow  to  be 
filled,  I  am  desirous  of  availing  our  Country  of  your  talents 
and  services  in  the  latter.  With  tiie  hope  of  obUiining  your 
assent,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  you,  which,  from  the  cause  of 
your  late  journey,  cannot  have  reached  you;  and  as  soon  as  I 
ascertained  that  you  had  arrived  in  Washington,  I  sent  a  re- 
quest to  be  favored  with  a  call  on  me.  Unluckily,  you  had  set 
out  for  S,  Carolina,  and  had  proceeded  too  far  to  1)0  overtaken. 
Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  say  whether  I  may  count  on  your  ac- 
ceptance of  the  trust  in  question?  As  early  an  answer  as  you 
can  make  convenient  is  desirable;  and  it  will  aff*>rd  me  great 
pleasure,  both  on  public  and  personal  considerations,  if  it  should 
be  in  the  aSSrmative. 


TO  un.  DALLAS. 

WABHiKaTON,  November  lit  IS16, 

Dear  Sib, — ^Tlie  approaching  meeting  of  Congress  requires 
that  I  should  be  making  preparation  for  the  event.     The  para- 
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graph  relating  to  the  finances  will  be  a  very  important,  and, 
Lappily,  a  very  pleasing  one.  Perauailcd  tliat  your  peculiar  fa- 
miliarity with  the  subject  is  as  yet  little  impaired^  I  am  tempted 
by  yotir  expcricuced  kindness  to  intrude  so  far  on  moments  be- 
longing to  other  objects  as  to  request  froni  your  pen  a  prospec- 
tus of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  fiscal  year,  witli  the 
balance  in  the  Treasury,  and  a  notice  of  the  public  debt  at  ltd 
latest  liquidation. 

The  slateuient  may  be  the  more  brief,  as  I  wish  to  refer  to 
your  "Sketches"  as  an  accompanying  document,  which  cannot 
fail  to  be  acceptable  to  Congress,  useful  to  the  public,  and  hon- 
orable under  every  aspect.  It  occurs,  however,  that  if  thus 
used,  one  or  two  of  the  topics  at  its  close  may  be  criticised  as 
not  exactly  within  the  scope  of  a  report  from  the  particular 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  if  not  construablc  in  a  latitude  not 
covered  by  the  Constitution.  The  remarks  of  eitlier  kind  can 
be  easily  obviated. 

Altho'  I  presume  you  possess  a  copy  of  the  sketches,  I  inclose 
the  original  draft,  that  there  may  be  no  needless  delay  or  trouble 
to  yon,  in  the  task  I  am  imposing. 

Be  pleased  to  tender  my  particular  respects  to  Mrs.  Dallas, 
and  to  accept  my  esteem  and  best  regards. 


THB  REV°  WILLIAM   BENTLET. 

Beak  Sib, — ^Mr*  Cro^vninshield  having  made  me  acquainted 
with  the  passage  in  your  letter  to  him  which  speaks  wilh  so 
much  personal  kindness  towards  me,  and  so  favorably  of  my 
discharge  of  the  public  trust  which  is  about  to  close,  I  cannot 
forego  an  expression  of  the  value  I  put  on  such  sentiments  from 
such  a  source.  The  approbation  of  the  wise  and  the  worthy  is 
the  recorapence  which  ought  to  be  next  to  the  first,  in  the  de- 
sires and  the  hopes  of  those  who  serve  their  Country  with  a 
faithful  zeal.    My  only  apprehension  is,  that  a  benevolent  par- 
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tiality  may  have  too  mnch  diverted  your  attention  from  errors 
against  which  good  intentions  were  not  a  sufficient  safeguard. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction,  on  returning  to  the  private  station 
from  which  I  have  been  so  long  separated,  that  I  shall  make 
way  for  a  successor,  who  enjoys,  as  he  merits  so  highly  and  dif- 
fusively, the  confidence  and  affection  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
will  have  the  consolation  of  anticipating  from  such  examples  as 
yours,  that  if  he  should  encounter  malice  and  misrepresentation 
from  some  quarters,  ho  will  find  in  others  a  firm  support  of  his 
measures  when  they  are  right,  a  candid  interpretation  of  them 
when  they  are  doubtful,  and  the  admonitions  of  friendship  and 
patriotism  only  when  they  are  deemed  erroneous. 

Be  assured,  Dear  Sir,  of  my  great  esteem,  and  of  my  cordial 
respects  and  good  wishes. 


TO  CABLO  BOTTA. 

WASHrxoTOM,  Jaii7, 1817. 
Sib, — ^I  have  been  some  time  in  debt  for  the  obliging  favor 
of  your  "  Camillo."  Its  subject,  as  well  as  its  author,  makes 
me  regret  more  than  ever  that  my  knowledge  of  the  Italian  does 
not  enable  me  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  and  enjoy  the  beauties 
of  a  poem  in  that  language.  A  translation  into  English,  well 
executed,  may  mitigate  my  disappointment.  In  G.  Brit^iin  this 
may  take  place.  In  this  Country,  tlie  qualifications  for  such 
tasks,  and  likely  to  be  so  employed,  do  not  exist.  But  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  learn  that  a  translation  of  your  "  Storia  della 
Guerra  d'America,"  is  contemplated  by  an  American  Citizen, 
equally  reputable  for  his  literary  talents  and  his  political  sta- 
tion. 
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TO  W.   H*   CRAWFORD,   SEC.   TREAS. 


TO   C.   J.   INGRRSOLL. 

Wasiiingtos\  Jany  21,  IS  17. 

Dear  Sm,^ — I  thank  yoa  for  your  attentive  favor  of  the  16th, 
which  gave  me  the  first  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Dallas. 
The  melancholy  event  was  received  here  with  unfeigned  grief, 
and  by  none  more  deeply,  as  you  will  readily  conceive^  than  by 
myself.  Our  Country  will  rarely  lose  a  citizen  whoso  virtues, 
endowments,  and  services  will  leave  a  stronger  claim  to  its  ad- 
miring and  grateful  recollections  than  those  which  I  had  the 
best  opportunities  of  witnessing  in  our  departed  friend.  To 
his  amiable  family  the  bereavement  must  be  overwhelming  in- 
_         deed. 

^^^  [Tn  answer  to  n  communication  rroin  liim  of  3rd  Feb.,  lajing  before  the  Presl- 

■  dent  the  arrange  men  ts  entered  into  between  llie  Banks  of  New  York,  Pennsyl- 

I  vanta^  BAltimore^  and  Yirginia,  for  resuming  specie  parmenls.] 

^i  4  Feb,*  1817. 

^H  Tlie  arrangement  communicated  by  the  President  of  the  0. 
S-  Bank  is  so  important  an  advance  towards  a  universal  return 
of  specie  circulation^  that  the  Treasury  f=iaDction  to  it,  under 
existing  circumstances^  is  evidently  proper.  Serious  difficnltiea 
will,  notwithstanding,  remain  to  be  encountered,  if  the  principal 
Banks  in  every  State  do  not  immediately  follow  the  example 
set  them.  Even  in  the  States  comprising  the  Banks  parties  to 
the  arrangements,  the  payment  of  the  internal  taxes  after  the 
20th  instant  will  be  distressing  to  many  not  possessing  the 
notes  of  their  own  Banks.  In  the  other  StateSi  the  pajTnent  in 
the  legalized  notes  will  be  generally  impossible  for  a  consider* 
ftble  time* 
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TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON* 

Wasijington,  Febr  15.  1817. 

Dear  Sir^ — I  received  yesterday  yours  covering  tlie  letter 
of  Mr.  Spafford,  wliich  was  forwarded  to  liim  iis  you  suggested, 
Hia  object  in  communieatiug  it  I  collect  only  from  itsconteuts. 
lie  probably  exhibited  it  as  a  proof  of  tlio  t^pirit  and  views  of 
the  Eastern  States  during  tlic  late  war. 

As  with  you,  the  weather  here  has  of  hi  to  been  remarkable, 
both  for  the  degree  and  continuance  of  cold,  and  tlie  winter 
throughout  for  its  drynei?s.  Tlie  Earth  ha^^,  liowever,  had  tlio 
advantage  of  a  cover  of  snow  during  the  period  most  needing 
it.  The  wheat  fields  still  have  a  slight  protection  from  it.  This 
morning  is  the  coldest  we  have  yet  liad.  The  Thermometer,  on 
Ibe  North  side  of  the  House,  under  an  open  shed,  was  at  4** 
above  0.  At  this  moment,  half  after  9  o'clock,  it  stands  at  6J°. 
Yesterday  owrning  about  the  same  hour  it  was  8^,  and  at  3 
o'clock  between  10  and  11. 

Our  information  from  abroad  has  been  very  scanty  for  a  long 
time,  and  we  are  without  any  of  late  iliiiQ.  From  S'  Petersburg 
nothing  has  been  received  shewing  the  effect  of  Mr.  Coles' com- 
munications on  tlie  Emperor.  Mr.  Pinkney  left  Naples  re  in- 
fecta.  He  had  to  contend  with  pride,  poverty,  and  want  of  prin- 
ciple. Mr.  Gallatin's  demands  of  indemnity  are  not  received 
with  the  same  insensibility,  but  will  have  a  very  diminutive 
success,  if  any  at  all.  The  Government  of  Spain,  with  its  habit- 
ual mean  cunning,  after  drawing  the  negotiations  to  Madrid, 
has  now  sent  them  back  to  On  is,  with  potvers,  without  imiruc' 
tions.  They  foolishly  forget  that,  with  respect  to  tlie  territorial 
questions  at  least,  wc  are  in  possession  of  that  portion  of  our 
claims  which  is  immediately  wanted,  and  that  delay  is  our  ally, 
and  even  guaranty  for  every  thing.  The  British  Cabinet  seems 
as  well  disposed  as  is  consistent  with  its  jealousies,  and  the 
prejudices  it  has  worked  tip  in  the  nation  against  us.  Wo  are 
anxious  to  learn  the  result  of  our  answer  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 
It  is  nearly  three  montha  since  a  line  was  received  from  Ctiaun- 
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cey  or  Shaler;  nor  has  even  a  rumor  reached  us  since  their  re- 
turo  to  Algiers. 

All  the  latent  aecoynts  from  Europe  tuj*n  principally  on  (be 
failure  of  the  harvests,  and  the  prospects  of  scarcity.  If  they 
are  not  greatly  exaggerated,  the  distress  must  be  aevere  in  many 
distrietSi  and  considerable  every  where.  When  the  failure  in 
this  Country  comes  to  be  known^  which  was  not  the  ease  at 
the  latest  dates,  the  prospect  will  doubtless  bo  more  gloomy. 

You  will  see  that  Congress  have  ppont  tlicir  time  chiefly  on 
the  compensation  law,  which  has  finally  taken  the  most  excep- 
tionable of  all  turns,  and  on  the  clairas-law,  as  it  is  called,  re- 
lating [to]  horses  and  houses  destroyed  by  tlic  enemy,  which  is 
still  undecided  in  the  Senate.  They  shrink  from  a  struggle  for 
reciprocity  in  the  W,  India  trade;  but  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  sent  to  the  Senate  a  navigation  act,  reciprocating 
the  great  principle  of  the  British  act,  which,  if  passed  by  the 
Senate,  will  be  felt  deeply  in  Great  Britain,  in  its  example,  if 
notinitsopcratiou.  Another  Bill  has  gone  to  the  Senate  whicli 
I  have  not  seen;  and  of  a  verj'  extraordinary  character,  if  it  has 
been  rightly  stated  to  me.  The  object  of  it,  is  to  compass  by 
law  only  an  authority  over  roads  and  Canals.  It  is  said  the 
Senate  are  not  likely  to  concur  in  the  jiroject;  whether  from  an 
objection  to  the  principle  or  the  expediency  of  it,  is  uncertain. 
I  shall  hasten  my  departure  from  this  place  as  iiuicli  as  possible; 
but  I  fear  I  shall  be  dcUincd  longer  after  the  4th  of  March 
than  I  wish.  The  severe  weather  unites  with  the  winding  up 
of  my  public  basiness  in  retarding  the  preparations  daring  the 
session  of  Congress,  and  they  will  from  their  multiplicity  be  a 
little  tedious  after  we  can  devote  ourselves  exelusivcly  thereto. 
On  my  reaching  home,  I  shall  recollect  your  notice  of  the  call, 
which  will  afford  me  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you  in  person  of 
my  sincere  and  constant  affection- 
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TO   COMMITTEE  OP  CITY  OP  WASHINGTON. 

Mabgii  4,  1817. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  the  Citizens  of  Washington,  in  whose 
behalf  you  speak,  for  the  expressions  of  regard  and  respect  ad- 
dressed to  me.  These  sentiments  arc  the  more  valuable  to  me, 
as  my  long  residence  among  them  has  made  me  well  acquainted 
with  their  many  titles  to  my  esteem,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
has  enabled  them  to  mark  more  particularly  the  course  of  my 
public  and  personal  conduct.  Their  partiality  has  greatly 
overrated  both.  But  they  do  no  more  than  justice  to  my  hon- 
est zeal  in  the  service  of  my  Countiy;  and  to  my  friendly  dis- 
positions towards  this  city  and  its  Inhabitants.  I  have  ever 
regarded  the  selection  for  the  National  Metropolis,  made  by  its 
great  Pounder,  as  propitious  to  the  national  welfare;  and,  al- 
though I  could  not  rival  my  immediate  predecessor,  in  the  aids 
he  afforded,  I  was  not  less  sincere  in  my  desires  for  its  growth 
and  improvement.  The  ultimate  good  flowing  from  the  disaster 
which  at  a  moment  clouded  its  prospects,  is  a  gratifying  com- 
pensation to  those  on  whom  it  fell;  and  is  among  the  proofs  of 
that  spirit  in  the  American  people,  as  a  free  people,  which,  rising 
above  adverse  events,  and  even  converting  them  into  sources 
of  advantage,  is  the  true  safeguard  against  dangers  of  every 
sort. 

On  the  point  of  a  final  departure  from  Washington,  I  pray  its 
citizens  to  be  assured  that  every  expression  of  their  kindness 
will  be  held  in  lively  remembrance,  with  cordial  wishes  for  their 
collective  prosperity  and  individual  happiness. 


TO  GEORQE  M.  DALLAS. 

Washinoton,  March  6, 1817. 

D*  Sir, — I  received  some  days  ago  your  favor  of  the  26  ult, 
but  this  is  the  first  moment  I  have  found  to  acknowledge  it. 

I  learn,  with  great  pleasure,  your  intention  to  publish  the  life 
and  writings  of  your  father.    The  latter  will  be  a  rich  addition 
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to  OUT  political  and  literary  treasures:  and  the  former  a  por- 
trait worthy  of  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  biographical  gallery. 
I  think  too  favorably  of  the  public  judgment  and  taste  to  doubt 
that  the  work  will  meet  from  it  a  grateful  reception. 

Under  this  impression,  I  am  sure  tliat  an  association  of  my 
name  with  the  publication,  in  the  mode  you  intimate^  must  be 
very  supcrQuoas^  even  if  it  had  the  value  you  atlacli  to  it.    But 

I  with  the  sentiments  which  I  expressed  for  your  father  whilst 

I  living,  I  cannot  l>o  disposed  to  withhold  such  an  evidence  that 

t  they  arc  equally  felt  for  his  memory, 

^B         Be  BO  good  as  to  present  to  your  Ijighly  respected  and  amiable 

^^     mother  my  sincere  regards  and  best  wishes,  to  which  Mrs. 

I  Madison  adds  hers;  and  to  accept  for  yourself  assurances  of  the 

I  »am6. 

I  iti 

I  Ml 
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TO  MB.   GALLATIN* 

MjtKCH         ,  1817, 

Dear  Sir, — Notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  time,  nothing  defin- 
itive has  taken  place,  in  concert  with  Mr.  Hassler,  in  relation  to 
Mr,  Lc  Sueur,  Mr.  Crawford  has  the  subject  in  hand,  and  will 
communicate  the  result. 

I  can  add  little  to  the  public  information  which  goes  to  you 
from  the  official  source,  and  thro'  the  Preg.^.  You  wil!  find  that 
specie  is  at  length  reinstated  in  its  legitimate  functions,  at 
which  all  are  rejoicing  except  the  Banks,  wliicli  are  willing  to 
sacrifice  justice  and  the  public  good  to  their  undue  profits.  Our 
manufactories  have  had  a  hard  struggle  with  the  glut  of  im- 
ported merchandise.  All  of  them  are  cri(*plcd;  some  of  them 
mortally;  and  unless  a  rise  of  prices  should  soon  succeed  the 
unexampled  depression,  the  jirogress  made  will  be  in  a  manner 
lost,  and  the  work  will  have  Iiereafter  to  begin  anew.  The 
high  price  of  agricultural  products  has  co-operated  in  diverting 
the  attention  from  manufactures.  We  hope,  however,  that  as 
these  causes  are  temporary,  many  who  have  embarked  their  for- 
tunes in  that  way  will  be  able  to  hold  out  till  a  change  of  cir- 
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cuinstanccs  shall  bring  relief.  The  appeals  made  to  Congress 
for  a  further  interposition  have  been  without  effect.  There  is 
a  popular  spirit  considerably  diffusing  itself  which  will  aid 
somewhat  another  experiment  at  the  next  session.  The  pro- 
posed reciprocation  of  the  British  West  India  navigation  act 
was  not  carried  through;  some  being  unwilling  to  hazard  the 
market  for  so  much  of  high-priced  produce;  others  shrinking 
from  the  presumed  obstinacy  of  the  antagonist  and  the  tendency 
of  a  commercial  contest  to  a  more  serious  one;  and  others  still 
hoping  that  a  more  fair  and  liberal  policy  may  find  its  way  into 
the  British  Cabinet.  This  hope  is  strengthened  in  some  by  the 
lessons,  as  they  view  them,  in  the  plaster  act,  which  retaliates 
that  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  navigation  act,  which  applies  to 
Great  Britain  and  her  imitators  the  rule  of  her  general  Naviga- 
tion Act  of  Ch.  2.  Both  of  these  measures  went  thro'  with  ap- 
parent earnestness. 

The  early  part  of  our  winter  was  uncommonly  mild.  The 
latter  part  has  been  exactly  the  reverse.  I  understand,  how- 
ever, that  the  wheat  fields  generally  wear  a  good  aspect.  The 
last  crop  of  wheat  was  good,  the  quality  peculiarly  so,  and  is 
bringing  the  farmers  the  enormous  price  of  13,  14  and  15  dol- 
lars a  barrel  for  flour.  The  crops  of  corn  were  uncommonly 
and  unpreccdently  bad  in  the  Atlantic  States.  It  sells  at  from 
7  to  10  dollars  a  barrel  of  5  bushels.  But  for  the  economy 
which  forced  itself  into  general  use,  great  distress  would  have 
been  felt;  and  with  that  aid,  the  poor  are  in  many  places  con- 
siderably pinched. 

I  am  in  the  midst  of  preparations  to  get  to  my  farm,  where  I 
shall  make  myself  a  fixture,  and  wliere  I  anticipate  many  eigoy- 
ments,  which,  if  not  fully  realized,  will  be  a  welcome  exchange 
for  the  labors  and  anxieties  of  public  life. 

Mrs.  Madison  has  introduced  to  Mrs.  Gallatin  a  son  of  Mr. 
F.  Preston,  formerly  a  member  of  Congress,  whom  an  opulent 
father  indulges  in  spending  a  little  of  his  wealth  in  Europe. 
He  is  well  spoken  of,  both  as  to  his  mind  and  his  principles. 
Permit  me  to  ask  your  friendly  notice  of  him. 


W.iSHtKOTo\t  March^— 1 1817. 

Dear  Sir, — I  cannot  take  ray  final  leave  of  Wasliington  with- 
out calling  to  mind  the  epistolary  debt  remaining  dac  to  you. 
On  consulting  with  Mr.  Monroe  some  time  ago,  it  was  under- 
Btood  that  your  stay  in  Holland  would  be  prolonged  until  next 
fall,  if  not  next  spring,  by  a  joint  negotiation  with  tbo  Govern- 
ment of  the  Netherlands  on  the  subject  of  a  Commercial  Treaty, 
You  will  have  received  the  communications  relating  to  it  from 
the  Dcijartment  of  State.  With  respect  to  your  situation  on 
your  return  to  the  United  States,  I  can  only  express  the  grati- 
fication T  shall  feel  if  a  patisfactory  one  sboiikl  offer  itself;  and 
my  confidence  tlmt  you  enjoy  tlie  friendly  dispositions  of  my 
successor.  How  far  he  may  be  able  to  give  effect  to  them  will 
of  course  depend  on  circumstances. 

I  can  add  nothing  by  way  of  public  infonnation  to  what  goes 
to  you  from  the  official  source  and  from  the  press.  From  the 
latter,  it  is  probable  accounts  will  reach  you  of  later  date  than 
this  will  convey. 

I  am  hastening  my  preparations  to  become  a  fixture  on  my 
farm,  where  I  anticipate  many  enjoyments,  which,  if  not  fully 
realized,  will  be  a  welcome  exchange  for  the  fatigues  and  anxi- 
eties  of  public  life.  I  need  not  say  that  I  sliall  carry  with  me^ 
among  other  recollections,  the  affectionate  ones  left  in  my 
breast  by  the  olfieial  and  personal  intercourse  which  existed  be- 
tween U9.  Mrs.  M.  would  gladly  say  what  would  equally  ex- 
press the  fcclinga  she  retains  for  Mrs.  Eustis,  but  she  is  obliged, 
by  intense  occupations  in  the  packing  and  other  arrangements, 
to  refer  to  me  the  pleasure  of  doing  it  for  her.  I  avail  myself 
of  the  occasion  for  tendering  my  own  respectful  regards,  along 
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with  the  assarances  which  I  pray  you  to  accept  for  yooTBelf  of 
my  cordial  esteem  and  best  wishes. 


If  this  should  not  be  delivered,  it  will  be  followed  by  Mr. 
William  Preston,  son  of  Francis  Preston,  formerly  a  member  of 
Congress,  and  nephew  of  Col.  Preston,  late  of  the  Army,  and 
now  Governor  of  Virginia.  He  is  said  to  be  a  youth  of  prom- 
ising talents  and  excellent  principles;  and  on  that  account,  cs 
well  as  from  a  respect  to  liis  valuable  connections,  I  ask  the 
favor  of  your  politeness  to  him.  He  is  anxious  to  take  a  peep 
at  the  old  world,  and  his  father,  being  very  rich,  indulges  his 
curiosity. 


TO  W.   H.   CRAWFORD. 

MONTPELTER,  April  24,  1817. 

I  have  received,  my  dear  Sir,  your  favor  of  the  18th,  with  the 
Lupinella  seed,  for  which  I  thank  you.  I  will  endeavour  to 
make  the  most  of  it,  by  sowing  a  part  now  and  the  rest  in  Oc- 
tober. It  will  be  a  valuable  acquisition  if  it  has  half  the  merit 
ascribed  to  it. 

The  British  afiFairs  appear  to  be  approaching,  if  not  already 
in,  a  paroxysm;  which,  but  for  tlie  horrors  of  the  Revolutionary 
experiment  in  France,  could  not  fail  to  issue  in  some  radical 
change;  and  which,  but  for  the  Republican  example  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  would  as  certainly  issue  in  the  invigoration  of  the 
monarchical  system.  In  the  equilibrium  produced  by  these  ex- 
ternal causes,  it  is  not  easy  to  say  what  may  result  from  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  and  from  the  conflict  of  parties.  Mr. 
Adams,  being  on  the  spot,  has  better  means  of  judging  than  are 
possessed  at  this  distance.  My  conjecture  would  be,  that  the 
whig  party  will  be  divided,  some  joining  tlie  Ministerialists, 
some  the  Reformers;  and  that  finally  it  will  be  a  question  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  army  on  one  side,  and  the  mass 
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of  the  nation,  goaded  by  distress  and  expecting  relief  from  a 
political  change,  on  the  other.  We  must  understand  more 
thoroughly  than  we  do  all  the  circumstances  involved  in  the 
question  before  we  can  anticipate  the  nltimate  decision  of  it. 
Something  may  depend  on  the  interest  which  foreign  powers 
may  take  in  the  crisis;  and  much  will  depend  on  the  degree  of 
public  distress  to  be  encountered  by  tlic  government  party. 

Wo  reached  our  home  in  safety,  and  in  the  computed  time, 
I  fonnd  the  agricultural  prospects  very  ftivorable,  but  a  spell  of 
dry  weather  has  impaired  them.  We  have  just  had,  however, 
a  plentiful  rain,  which  may  enable  the  wheat  fields  to  resist  the 
Hessian  fly,  whitVh  was  commencing  its  ravages  under  tlie  influ- 
ence of  the  dry  weather. 

Mrs.  Madison  joins  me  io  cordial  regards  to  Mrs.  C.  and 
yourself. 


TO  JOHN   ADAMS.      \, 

Mat  22d,  1817. 

Dear  Sir,^ — I  have  received  3  our  favor  of  April  22d,  with  the 
two  volumes  bearing  the  name  of  Condorcet.  If  the  length  of 
time  they  remained  in  your  bands  bad  been  in  the  least  incon* 
venient  to  me^  which  was  not  the  case,  the  debt  would  have 
been  overjiaid  by  the  interesting  observations  into  which  you 
were  led  by  your  return  of  them. 

The  idea  of  a  Government  **  in  one  centre,"  as  expressed  and 
espoused  by  this  Flnlosopher  and  his  theoretic  associates,  seems 
now  to  be  every  where  exploded.  And  the  views  which  you 
have  given  of  its  fallacy  will  be  a  powerful  obstacle  to  its  re- 
vival any  where.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  oach  of  our  States 
wiiich  approached  nearest  to  t!ie  theory  changes  were  soon 
made,  assimilating  their  constitutions  to  the  examples  of  the 
other  StateSj  which  had  placed  the  powers  of  Government  in 
different  depositories,  as  means  of  controliug  the  impulse  and 
sympatliy  of  the  passions,  and  aflbrding  to  reason  better  oppor* 
tuniti^  of  asserting  its  prerogatives. 
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The  great  question  now  to  be  decided,  and  it  is  one  in  which 
humanity  is  more  deeply  interested  than  in  any  political  experi- 
ment yet  made,  is,  whether  checks  and  balances  suflScient  for 
the  purposes  of  order,  justice,  and  the  general  good,  may  not  be 
created  by  a  proper  division  and  distribution  of  power  among 
different  bodies,  differently  constituted,  but  all  deriving  their 
existence  from  the  elective  principle,  and  bound  by  a  responsiblo 
tenure  of  their  trusts.  The  experiment  is  favored  by  the  extent 
of  our  Country,  which  prevents  tlie  contagion  of  evil  passions; 
and  by  the  combination  of  the  federal  with  the  local  systems  of 
Government,  which  multiplies  the  divisions  of  power,  and  the 
mutual  checks  by  which  it  is  to  be  kept  within  its  proper  limits 
and  direction.  In  aid  of  these  considerations  much  is  to  bo 
hoped  from  the  force  of  opinion  and  habit,  as  these  ally  them- 
selves with  our  political  institutions.  I  am  running,  however, 
into  reflections,  without  recollecting  that  all  such  must  have 
fallen  within  the  comprehensive  reviews  which  your  mind  has 
taken  of  the  principles  of  our  Government,  and  the  prospects 
of  our  Country. 

I  have  always  been  much  gratified  by  the  favorable  opinion 
you  have  been  pleased  occasionally  to  express  of  the  public 
course  pursued  while  the  Executive  trust  was  in  my  hands,  and 
I  am  very  thankful  for  the  kind  wishes  you  have  added  to  a 
repetition  of  it.  I  pray  you  to  be  assured  of  the  sincerity  with 
which  I  offer  mine,  that  a  life  may  be  prolonged  which  contin- 
ues to  afford  proofs  of  your  capacity  to  enjoy  and  make  it  val- 
nable. 


TO  D.  LYNCH,  JUN*. 

MoNTPELLiER,  Jnno  27, 1817. 

Sib, — ^I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  inform- 
ing me  that  "  the  American  Society  for  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  Manufactures"  have  been  pleased  to  elect  me  one  of 
its  members. 

Although  I  approve  the  policy  of  leaving  to  the  sagacity  of 


ISIT. 


LETTERS. 


4S 


indiWdaals,  and  to  tlie  impulse  of  private  interest,  tlie  applica- 
tion of  industry  and  capital,  I  am  equally  persnaded  that  in 
this,  as  in  otlicr  cases,  there  are  exceptions  to  the  general  rule, 
which  do  not  impair  llie  principle  of  it.  Arnon*;^  these  excep- 
tions is  the  policy  of  encouraging  domestic  manufacturer  within 
certain  limits,  and  in  reference  to  certain  articles. 

Without  entering  into  a  detailed  view  of  the  subject,  it  may 
be  remarked,  that  every  prudent  nation  will  wish  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  other  nations  for  the  necessary  articles  of  food,  of 
raiment,  and  of  defence;  and  particular  considerations  applica- 
ble to  the  United  States  seeui  to  strengllieu  iljc  motives  to  this 
independence. 

Besides  the  articles  falling  under  the  above  description,  there 
may  be  others,  for  manufacturiug  which  natural  advantages  ex- 
ist, which  require  tempornry  iutorpositions  for  bringing  them 
into  regular  and  saccessful  activity- 

When  the  fund  of  industry  is  acquired  by  emigrations  from 
abroad,  and  not  withdrawn  or  withheld  from  other  domestic 
employments,  the  case  speaks  for  itself. 

I  will  only  add,  that  among  the  articles  of  consumption  and 
use,  the  [ireferenco  in  many  cases  is  decided  merely  by  fashion 
or  by  habits.  As  far  as  an  equality,  and  still  more  where  a 
real  superiority,  is  found  in  the  articles  manufactured  at  home, 
all  must  be  sousiblc  tluit  it  is  politic  and  patriotic  to  encourage 
a  preference  of  them,  as  affording  a  uiore  certain  source  of  sup- 
ply for  every  class,  and  a  more  certain  market  for  the  surplus 
products  of  the  agricultural  class. 

With  these  sentiments,  I  beg  you  to  make  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  mark  of  distinction  con  for  red  on  me;  and  which 
T  accept  from  a  respect  for  the  Society  and  for  its  objects,  rather 
than  from  any  hope  of  being  useful  as  a  member. 

To  yourself,  Sir,  I  tender  my  friendly  respects. 
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TO   RICHARD   RUSH. 

MoHTPiLLiBE.  Jane  27,  1817. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  two  favors  of  Ihe  ISlli  and^ 
20th  iust.    I  am  promised  a  visit  from  Mr.  Jefferson  the  en* 
suing  months  and  shall  tiot  fail  to  communicate  to  him  the  one 
jou  note  for  that  purpose. 

I  readilj  conceive  that  Mr.  Correa  may  feel  some  conflict  in 
his  present  position,  between  bis  two  characters  of  phihinthro- 
pist  and  Plenipotentiary;  and  that  he  may  infer  some  indulgence 
towards  the  latter  from  a  respect  f^  the  former.  He  ought  notj 
however,  to  impose  on  you  a  conflict  between  this  kind  feeling 
in  the  Government  ami  its  self-respect.  It  is  both  illiberal  and 
JDipoIitic,  and  necessarily  extorts  the  admonitions  you  so  gentljr| 
convey  to  him. 

In  assuming  a  guardianship  of  our  character  in  EQrop6»  he 
committed,  to  say  the  least,  a  marked  indelicacy;  and  his  avowed 
resort  to  the  press  as  the  medium  of  giving  information  to  the 
public  here  was  a  stiil  greater  aberration.  His  regard  for  our 
national  reputation^  if  sincere,  might  have  been  manifested  in  a 
less  exceptionable  mode  than  in  an  offkkd  conversation.  And 
his  consciousness  of  the  wrongfulness  of  a  direct  communicatioa 
t^  the  people  is  betrayed  by  t!ie  flimsiness  of  his  apology.  A 
silly  reason  from  a  wise  man  is  never  the  true  one. 

The  British  doctrine  of  blockades  has  given  rise  to  error  and 
irregularity  in  the  practice  of  other  nations.  In  strictness,  the 
blockade  notifies  itself,  and  no  other  notification  can  be  admit- 
ted by  neutrals  who  understand  their  rights,  as  having  any  other 
effect  than  as  a  friendly  caution  against  a  probable  danger » 
But  even  in  this  sense  the  notification  ought  to  be  to  the  Govern- 
ment^ which  may  make  the  use  of  it  deemed  proper.  This  Gov* 
ernment  has  never  formally  promulgated  the  blockades  more ' 
than  any  other  regulations  of  foreign  Governments.  T!jc  most 
that  seems  admissible  in  such  cases  is,  to  let  the  public  be  in- 
formally apprized  of  them^  that  individuals  may  not  ignorantly 
incur  just  penalties.  In  one  instance  an  answer  was  given  by 
the  Department  of  State  to  a  notification  of  a  British  blockade 
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I  by  Mr.  Merry,  which,  according  to  my  recollection,  explained 

I  ilio  sense  in  which  it  was  received^  and  precluded  the  idea  that 

^H  anything  short  of  an  a€tuQl  attempt  to  violate  a  %aZ  hlockade 
^1  could  subject  neutral  vessels  to  int^rniption  on  the  high  seas. 
Notwithstanding  these  views  of  the  subject,  I  am  not  sure  that 
foreign  Connuls  in  our  ports  may  not  have  addressed  notifica- 
tions to  our  Merchants  through  the  newspapers.  And  it  may 
be  worth  enquiry  whether  something  of  the  sort  was  not  done 
by  Mr.  Onis,  perhaps,  prior  to  his  reception  as  public  Minister, 
It  is  to  be  regretted  tlmt  any  difliculties  should  Imvo  arisen 
with  Portugal,  the  only  recognized  nation,  besides  ourselves,  on 
^K  this  hemisphere;  and  particularly  that  the  most  enlightened 
^V  and  esteemed  foreigner  among  us  shoubl  be  the  pivot  on  which 
f  they  turn.    It  is  not  the  less  necessary,  however,  to  make  these 

I  considerations,  as  you  arc  making  them^  subordinate  to  Um 

^^^^jlghts  of  our  Country  and  tlic  honor  of  its  Government.  As  far 
^^^^■l  these  will  permit,  conciliation  can  in  no  case  be  more  prop* 
^^^«5rly  intermingled. 

I  May  not  the  event  at  Pernambuco,  if  not  caused  by  actual 

I  oppression,  tend  to  give  at  the  present  moment  an  unfavorable 

turn  to  the  sentiment  of  European  Sovereigns  in  relation  to  the 
revolutionary  scene  in  South  America?  The  struggle  of  the 
Spanish  part  of  it  having  the  appearance  of  shaking  off  a  for- 
eign  yoke,  appeals  merely  to  the  interest  and  sympathy  of  those 
Sovereigns,  That  in  the  Brazils  may  be  viewed  by  them  as  an 
attack  on  a  dotnestic  throne,  and  as  adding  an  example  in  the 
New  World  to  those  which  have  inspired  so  much  alarm  in  the 
Old* 


TO  GEORGE  JOY* 

MoNTPRLLiRii,  Aug.  15.  1817, 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  several  favors,  the  last  bear- 
ing date  the day  of -,  on  the  subject  of  your  transla- 
tion from  Rotterdam  to  Amsterdam;  and  have  expressed  to  the 
President  the  sentiments  which  my  knowledge  of  your  exertions 
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in  the  cause  of  our  Country,  and  my  friendly  dispositions  I  have 
entertained  towards  you,  suggested.  He  has  been  for  a  consid- 
erable period  on  a  tour  along  our  Eastern  and  Northern  fron- 
tier, and  will  not  receive  my  letter  till  he  returns  to  Washing- 
ton, which  is  expected  to  take  place  about  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember. I  wish  I  could  comply  with  your  wish  for  an  anticipa^ 
tion  of  the  result  of  that  and  the  communications  through  Mr. 
Adams.  But  not  knowing  the  list  from  which  the  selection  will 
be  made,  and  which  will  probably  be  a  long  and  respectable 
one,  nor  the  precise  light  in  whicli  merits  of  different  descrip- 
tions may  present  themselves  to  the  mind  of  the  President,  I 
cannot  venture  to  predict  his  decision.  Should  he,  indeed,  make 
an  appointment  without  waiting  for  the  previous  sanction  of 
the  Senate,  you  will  know  nearly  as  soon  as  this  will  reach 
you. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  thank  you  for  the  various  and  valuable 
communications  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from  you  during 
a  period  of  ray  oflScial  duties,  which  prevented  my  acknowledg- 
ing them.  Your  candour  will,  I  trust,  have  rightly  interpreted 
the  omission,  and  preserved  your  disposition  to  accept  assur- 
ances of  my  esteem  and  friendly  respects. 


TO  PRESIDENT  MONROE. 

MoNTPBLLiMR,  August  22,  1817. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  July  27,  from  Pittsburg,  was  duly 
received,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  learn  from  it  that  the  fatiguing 
scenes  through  which  you  have  passed  had  not  prevented  some 
improvement  in  your  health.  The  sequel  of  your  journey  will 
have  been  still  more  friendly  to  it,  as  affording  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  salutary  i)art  of  your  exercise.  I  hope  you  will  find 
an  ample  reward  for  all  the  inconveniences  to  which  you  have 
been  subjected  in  the  public  benefit  resulting  from  your  tour. 
The  harmony  of  sentiment  so  extensively  manifested  will  give 
strength  to  the  Administration  at  home,  and  command  abroad 
additional  respect  for  our  Country  and  its  institutions.    The 
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little  vagaries  wliicli  Imve  excited  criticism,  whether  proceeding 
from  the  fervor  of  patriotism  or  from  selfisli  views,  are  light  in 
the  scale  against  the  consideration  that  an  opportunity  has  heen 
given  and  seized  for  a  return  to  the  national  family  of  the  prod- 
igal part  which  had  been  seduced  from  it,  and  for  such  a  com- 
mitmeut  of  the  seducers  thcmselvei?^  that  they  cannot  resarao 
their  opposition  to  the  Government  without  a  public  demonstra- 
tion that  their  conversion  was  inspired  by  the  mere  hope  of 
sharing  in  the  loaves  and  fishes. 

You  will  readily  conceive  the  reluctance  with  which  I  say 
may  thing  on  the  subject  of  candidates  for  office.  But  1  caunot 
decline  an  expression  of  my  good  will  toward  Mr.  W.  Taylor, 
heretofore  agent  in  St.  Domingo,  who  wishes  to  bo  successor  to 
Mr.  Bourne,  at  Amsterdam.  My  opinion  of  him,  as  an  intelli- 
gent mao,  is  founded  in  some  measure  on  my  occasional  inter- 
views  with  him.  Of  his  integrity  and  good  dispositions  gen- 
erally, I  have  Iiad  satisfactory  information  from  others.  Of 
his  official  standiug  with  the  Government  I  may  have  less,  but 
cannot  have  more,  knowledge  than  you  possess  yourself.  In 
naming  Mr.  Taylor,  however,  I  must  add  that  I  do  it  not  only 
without  knowing  the  list  of  comj)etitors  before  you,  but  with  a 
reserve  as  to  tlie  pretensions  of  Mr.  Joy,  consul  at  Rotterdam, 
also  desirous  to  be  Mr.  B.*s  successor,  I  had  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  the  latter  gentleman  many  years  ago,  and  have 
had  a  series  of  communications  from  him  since  his  residence 
abroad,  which  have  led  me  to  regard  him  as  a  man  of  literary 
talents,  and  to  know  that  he  exerted  them  with  a  laborious 
fidelity  to  the  rights  and  honor  of  his  country  during  the  criti- 
cal periods  which  furnished  the  occasion,  Mr,  Adams  can 
doubtless  place  before  you  fully  the  grounds  on  wMch  the  pre- 
tensions of  Mn  J.  rest. 

You  will  learn  from  Mr.  Cathcart  himself  that  he  has,  with 
his  family,  l)een  driven  from  Cadiz  by  the  sterility  of  the  Consu- 
late there,  and  that  he  lias  an  eye  to  domestic  service.  His 
worth  appears  to  be  generally  acknowledged,  and  it  is  seconded 
by  the  sympathy  awakened  by  a  large  and  young  family.  But 
it  is  more  easy  to  point  at  such  cases  than  to  suggest  the  mode 
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of  providing  for  them.  The  parable  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  is 
applicable  to  the  government  in  the  circumstance  of  the  small 
number  on  hand,  not  in  the  power  of  multiplying  them. 

This  will  remain  at  Washington  for  your  return  thither,  after 
which  I  promise  myself  the  pleasure  of  soon  seeing  you  on  your 
way  to  Albemarle. 

Be  assured  of  my  high  esteem  and  constant  regard. 


TO  D.   A.   AZUNI,   AT  GENOA. 

October       ,  1S17. 

Sir, — ^The  three  copies  of  your  work  on  Piracy  were  duly  re- 
ceived, and  two  of  them  disposed  of,  one  for  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, the  other  for  tliat  of  the  Department  of  State.  For  the 
3*,  presented  to  myself,  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  thanks. 

A  historical,  judicial,  and  remedial  view  of  piracy,  was  a  sub- 
ject which  merited  the  researches  and  disquisition  you  have  be- 
stowed on  it,  and  I  have  perused  this  gift  of  your  pen  with  the 
pleasure  promised  by  tlie  talents  of  which  the  public  had  other 
proofs  in  possession. 


EXTRACT  PROM  LETTER  TO  WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD,  OCT.  24,  1817. 
IN  ANSWER  TO  HIS  OP  OCT.  12. 

"I  feel  more  satisfaction  than  surprise  at  the  excess  of  the 
Revenue  beyond  the  estimated  amount.  It  is  principally  drawn 
from  imposts,  and  tliese  will  generally  tally  with  the  value  of 
exports,  which  has,  of  late,  been  enhanced  by  good  crops,  or 
good  prices  overbalancing  deficient  crops.  The  diflSculty  of 
finding  objects  for  our  ways  and  means  will  startle  foreign 
Governments,  who  husband  their  own  so  badly,  and  shut  their 
eyes  against  the  spirit  of  a  responsible  Government  and  the 
fertile  industry  of  a  free  people.  It  will  no  doubt  lead,  as  you 
anticipate,  to  propositions  in  Congress  for  repeals  in  tlie  inter- 
nal branch  of  revenue,  and  probably  to  reductions  in  the  exter- 
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naL  In  the  fonner,  my  concern  is  limited  pretty  much  to  tho 
distillery  t-ax,  which  I  hope  will  be  retained.  Should  a  revisiou 
of  the  Impost  take  place,  it  may  be  worth  your  wliile  to  exam- 
ine the  comparative  rates  on  different  sorts  of  wine.  The  light 
and  cheap  wines  are  at  present  under  prohibitory  duties  to 
thode  who  ought  to  be  courted  to  s^ubstitute  them  for  ardent 
spirits.  Mr.  Dallas  was  furnished  with  some  data  on  this  sub- 
ject by  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  had  pai*ticularly  turned  his  thoughts 
to  it. 

*'The  grounds  on  which  a  reductioo  of  taxes  will  be  pleaded 
for  are  strengthened  by  the  resource  in  the  public  Iands»  which, 
if  squatting  be  suppressed,  and  fair  sales  secured,  as  I  liope  will 
be  the  case,  promise  a  rich  contribution  to  the  Treasury.  One 
of  the  objects  to  which  the  fund  is  peculiarly  pertinent  seems 
to  be  internal  improvement  in  roads,  canals,  &c.  Such  an  ap- 
plication of  it,  besides  its  intrinsic  importance,  would  enlist  all 
parts  of  the  Union  in  watching  over  the  security  and  sale  of 
the  lands.  And  I  anxiously  wish  Congress  may  institute  the 
Constitutional  process  for  removing  all  obstacles  to  such  an  ar- 
rangement Pardon  these  observations,  which  go  even  beyond 
the  plea  derived  from  the  last  paragraph  in  your  letter." 


TO  CHAELES  KETLSALL. 

MosTPKLLiiJii,  Va.,  Oclober,  IS17* 

Sm, — I  duly  received  the  copy  of  the  ''Phantasm  of  an  Uni- 
Tersity,''  which  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  send  me;  and  I  owe 
you  many  thanks  for  so  learned  and  interesting  a  work. 

The  recommendation  of  a  National  University  in  the  United 
States  has  not  yet  been  successful.  But  a  Central  Institution 
is  just  now  on  foot  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  wljich  in  its  devel- 
opment will  embrace  an  extensive  circle  of  sciences,  and  in  the 
organization  of  which  many  errors  will  be  avoided  which  you 
have  so  judiciously  pointed  out  in  the  aged  institutions  of  your 
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own  Country.  In  the  Arcbitectural  plan*  contemplated  for 
tliia  temple  of  Minerva,  I  have  tlio  satisfaction  to  find  that 
some  of  the  features  bear  a  mioiature  likeness  to  the  magnifi- 
cent modelt  which  jou  have  delineated. 


TO  MB.   MONBOE,   PRESIDENT  OF   THE  U.   S. 

MowTPiLUBB^  November  29,  1S17 

Dear  Sib^ — ^Yonr  favor  of  the  25th  has  just  been  received, 
I  ara  fully  aware  of  the  load  of  business  on  your  hands,  prepar- 
atory to  the  meeting  of  Congress,  The  course  you  mean  to 
take  in  relation  to  roads  and  canals  appears  to  be  best  adapted 
to  the  posture  io  which  you  find  the  case,  A  reluctance  has 
generally  been  felt  to  iuclude  amendments  to  the  Constiiution 
among  Executive  recommendations  to  Congress;  but  it  seems  to 
be  called  for  on  the  present  occasion  as  preferable  to  arresting 
their  deliberations  by  a  notice,  though  the  result  will  be  nega- 
tived, or  to  meeting  the  result  with  an  unexpected  negative. 
For  myself,  I  had  not  supposed  that  my  view|  of  the  Constitu- 
tion could  have  been  unknown,  and  I  felt  with  great  force  the 
delicacy  of  giving  intimations  of  it  to  be  used  as  a  bar  or  a  clog 
to  a  depending  measure, 

Tlie  exjmlkucij  of  vesting  in  Congress  a  power  as  to  roads  and 
canals  I  have  never  doubted,  and  there  has  never  been  a  mo- 
ment when  such  a  proposition  to  the  States  was  so  likely  to  be 
approved,  A  general  power  to  establish  seminaries  being  less 
obvious,  and  affecting  more  the  equilibrium  of  influence  between 
the  National  and  State  Governments,  is  a  more  critical  experi- 
ment. The  feelings  awakened  by  tlie  proposed  University  within 
the  Congressional  District  are  a  proof  of  the  opposition  which 
may  be  looked  for.     I  should  consider  it  as  at  least  essential 

*  ExemplLfjmg  aU  the  orders  of  Architecture,  including  modem  varietiea, 
t  At  A  coflt  or  fiv^e  Million  {it«rUiig. 

}  See  GamlltoQ^s  correspondiDg  opinion  la  Ms  argument  for  the  Bank  |>ower« 
pnbllBbed  in  his  works  In  3  YoU. 
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that  the  two  propositions,  whatever  may  be  the  modification  of 
the  latter,  should  be  so  distinct,  that  the  rejection  of  the  one  by 
the  States  should  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  adoption  of  the 
other. 

It  is  very  grateful  to  have  such  an  overfl<Twing  Treasury,  es- 
pecially when  every  other  nation  is  on  the  brink,  if  not  in  the 
abyss,  of  bankruptcy.  Its  natural  effeet  is  the  prevailing  desire 
that  the  taxes  may  be  reduced,  particolarly  the  internal  taxes, 
which  are  most  seen  and  felt.  May  it  not,  however,  deserve 
consideration  whether  the  still  tax,  which  is  a  moralizing  as 
well  as  a  very  easy,  productive  tax,  would  not  be  advantage- 
ously retained,  even  at  the  expense  of  revenue  from  foreign 
trade?  Why  not  press  on  the  whisky  drinkers  rather  than  the 
tea  and  coffee  drinkers,  or  the  drinkers  of  the  lighter  kinds  of 
wine?  The  question  will  depend  much,  I  am  aware,  on  the 
public  opinion,  and  on  the  expense  of  collecting  a  solitary  in- 
ternal tax;  both  of  which  points  will  bo  better  understood  in 
the  Cabinet  than  they  can  be  by  the  fire-side,  and  in  the  result 
there  I  shall  rest  with  perfect  confidence.  I  make  the  same 
remark  with  respect  to  the  influence  which  the  disbanding  at 
this  moment  of  a  conspicuous  portion  of  our  fiscal  strength  may 
have  on  the  calculations  of  any  other  power,  particularly 
Spain. 

Health  and  prosperity. 


TO  PSESIDENT  MONBOE* 

Decembers,  1817. 
Bbab  Sie, — The  mail  of  Saturday  brought  me  the  copy  of 
your  message.  It  is  a  fine  landscape  of  our  situation,  and  can* 
not  fail  to  give  pleasure  at  home  and  command  respect  abroad. 
The  recommendation  of  a  repeal  of  taxes  is  happily  shaped.  So, 
also,  the  inti'oduction  of  the  subject  of  amending  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  only  questions  which  occui*  relate  to  the  proposed 
Buppression  of  the  establishment  at  Amelia  Island,  not  within 
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our  territorial  claim,  and  to  the  latitude  of  the  principle  on 
which  the  right  of  a  civilized  people  is  asserted  over  the  lands 
of  a  savage  one.  I  take  for  granted  that  the  first  point  was 
well  considered,  and  the  latter  may  be  susceptible  of  qualifying 
explanations.  I  observe  you  say  nothing  of  a  remodelling  of 
the  Judiciary.  Perhaps  you  may  have  in  reserve  a  special  mes- 
sage, or  you  may  think  it  best  to  let  the  subject  originate  in 
Congress;  or  it  may  not  appear  to  you  in  the  light  it  does  to 
me.  T  have  long  thouglit  a  systematic  change  in  that  Depart- 
ment proper,  and  should  have  pressed  it  more  when  in  office 
but  for  the  circumstance  that  it  involved  a  personal  accommo- 
dation where  I  might  be  supposed  to  feel  an  interest  biasing 
my  judgment,  and  diminishing  the  attention  paid  to  my  opinion. 


TO  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

MoNTPBLLiiB,  December  23d,  1817. 

Dear  Sib, — I  received  two  days  ago  your  favor  of  the  ISth, 
with  the  written  and  printed  accompaniments. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  your  personal  interviews  with  Mr. 
Bentham  aflforded  an  entertainment  which  may  have  been  some 
recompense  for  the  trouble  which  I  contributed  to  give  you  in 
relation  to  him.  The  celebrity  which  this  philosophic  politician 
has  acquired  abroad,  as  well  as  in  his  own  Country,  does  not  per- 
mit one  to  doubt  the  extent  of  his  capacity  or  of  his  researches; 
and  there  is  still  less  room  to  question  the  philanthropy  which 
adorns  his  character.  It  is  unfortunate  that  he  has  not  added 
to  his  merits  a  style  and  manner  of  conveying  his  ideas  which 
would  do  more  justice  to  their  profoundness  and  importance. 
With  all  his  qualifications,  however,  I  greatly  overrate,  or  he 
greatly  underrates,  the  task  in  which  he  has  been  so  anxious  to 
employ  his  intellectual  labours  and  treasures,  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  our  Code  of  laws,  especially  in  the  advanced  age  ac 
which  the  work  was  to  be  commenced.  And  I  own  that  I  find 
some  difiSculty  in  reconciling  the  confidence  he  feels  in  the  ade- 
quacy of  his  powers,  not  only  for  a  digest  of  our  statutes  into 
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a  eoncise  and  clear  system,  but  a  redaction  of  our  unwritten  to 
a  text  law,  with  that  penetrating  and  accurate  judgment  for 
which  he  has  the  reputation.  The  disinterestedness  and  friendly 
zeal|  nevertheless,  which  dictated  the  (jffer  of  his  servicer  to  our 
Country,  are  entitled  to  its  acknowledgments,  and  no  one  can 
join  in  them  with  more  cordiality  than  myself, 

I  have  looked  over  and  return  the  letters  from  Governor 
Plnmer  and  his  son.  The  work  conceived  by  the  latter,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  presented  an  outline  of  it,  indicate  tal- 
ents which  merit  cultivation  and  encouragement*  The  best  an- 
swer I  can  give  to  your  communication  on  the  subject  of  his 
wis^h  for  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  is  to  state  the 
circumstance  that,  at  the  close  of  the  Convention,  the  question 
having  arisen  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Journal  and  the 
other  papers,  and  it  being  snggeste<l  that  they  ought  to  be  either 
destroyed  or  deposited  in  the  custody  of  the  President,  it  was 
determined  that  they  sliould  remain  in  his  hands,  siibject  only 
to  the  orders  of  the  National  Legislature.  Whether  a  publica- 
tion of  tliem  ought  to  be  promoted,  as  having  a  useful  tendency, 
you  will  probably  be  better  able  to  decide,  on  a  perusal  of  the 
document,  than  one  who  cannot  take  the  same  abstract  view  of 
the  subject. 

I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  terms  in  which  you  refer  to  the 
ofBcial  relations  which  have  subsisted  between  us,  but  most  dis- 
claim the  obligations  which  you  consider  as  lying  on  your  side. 
The  results  of  what  took  place  on  mine  prove  that  I  only 
avoided  the  demerit  of  a  different  course* 


TO  HBNBT  BT.  OBOBOB  TUCKER. 

MorrpsLLiiR,  I>eoerab«r23,  lfil7. 
Bear  Sib, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  18th,  inclosing 
the  Report  on  roads  and  canals, 

I  respect  too  much  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  examine  for  themselves  the  merits  of  all 
questions  before  them,  and  am  too  conscious  of  my  own  falLibil- 


54  WORKS    OF    MADISON.  1817. 

ity,  to  view  the  most  rigid  and  critical  examination  of  the  par- 
ticular question  referred  to  your  committee  with  any  other' 
feeling  than  a  solicitude  for  a  result  favorable  to  truth  and  tho 
public  good. 

I  am  not  unaware  that  my  belief,  not  to  say  knowledge,  of 
the  views  of  those  who  proposed  the  Constitution,  and,  what  is 
of  more  importance,  my  deep  impression  as  to  the  views  of  those 
who  bestowed  on  it  the  stamp  of  authority,  may  influence  my 
interpretation  of  the  Instrument.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not 
impossible  that  those  who  consult  tho  instrument  without  a  dan- 
ger of  that  bias,  may  be  exposed  to  an  equal  one  in  their  anx- 
iety to  find  in  its  text  an  authority  for  a  particular  measure  of 
great  apparent  utility. 

I  must  pray  you,  my  dear  sir,  to  be  assured  that,  although  I 
cannot  concur  in  the  latitude  of  construction  taken  in  the  Re- 
port, or  in  the  principle  that  the  consent  of  States,  even  of  a 
single  one,  can  enlarge  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, or  in  the  force  and  extent  allowed  to  precedents  and 
analogies  introduced  into  the  Report,  I  do  not  permit  this  dif- 
ference of  opinion  to  diminish  my  esteem  for  the  talents,  or  my 
confidence  in  the  motives,  of  its  author.  I  am  far  more  disposed 
to  acknowledge  my  thankfulness  for  the  polite  attention  shown 
in  forwarding  the  document,  and  for  the  friendly  expressions 
which  accompanied  it.  Be  pleased  to  accept  a  sincere  return 
of  them. 


TO  PRESIDENT  MONROE. 

MoNTPELLTER,  DecembcF  27, 1817. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  22nd  has  been  duly  received. 
I  am  so  much  aware  that  you  have  not  a  moment  to  spare  from 
your  public  duties,  that  I  insist  on  your  never  answering  my 
letters  out  of  mere  civility.  This  rule  I  hope  will  be  applied 
to  the  present  as  well  as  future  letters. 

My  quere  as  to  the  expedition  against  Amelia  Island  turned 
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solely  on  tliD  applicabilitj  of  the  Execidive  power  to  sucli  a  case. 
That  relating  to  the  right  to  Indian  lands  was  suggested  by  the 
principle  which  has  limited  the  claim  of  the  U.  S.  to  a  risrht  of 
pre-emption.  It  seemed,  also,  that  an  auqffaUfial  right  of  a  civ- 
ilized people  to  land  used  by  people  m  the  hunter  state,  on  tiie 
principle  that  the  earth  was  intended  for  those  who  would  make 
it  most  conducive  to  the  sustenance  and  increase  of  the  human 
race,  might  imply  a  right  in  a  people  cultivating  it  with  the 
spade  to  say  to  one  using  the  plough,  either  adopt  our  mode  or 
let  US  substitute  it  ourselves.  It  might  also  be  not  easy  to  re- 
pel the  claims  of  those  without  land  in  other  countries,  if  not  ie 
onr  own,  to  vacant  lands  within  tlie  U.  S,  likely  to  remain  for 
a  lon/f  period  unproductive  of  human  food.  Tfie  quere  was  not 
meant  to  contest  tlie  doctrine  of  the  message,  under  qualifica- 
tions whicli  were  probably  enter lained  witliout  being  specified. 
The  Cumberlrnd  road  having  been  a  measure  taken  during 
the  administration  of  Mr,  Jefferson,  and,  as  far  as  I  recollect, 
not  then  broutrht  to  my  particular  attention,  I  cannot  assign  Uie 
grounds  assumed  for  it  by  Congress,  or  wliich  produced  bis 
sanction.  I  suspect  that  the  question  of  Constitulionality  was 
bnt  slightly,  if  at  all,  examined  by  the  former,  and  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive assent  was  doubtingly  or  hastily  given.  Having  once 
l>ecome  a  law,  and  being  a  measure  of  singular  utility,  addi- 
tional appropriations  took  place,  of  course,  under  the  same  Ad- 
ministration, and,  with  the  accumulated  impulse  thence  derived, 
were  continued  under  the  succeeding  one,  with  less  of  critical 
investigation,  perhaps,  than  was  due  to  the  case.  Be  all  this 
as  it  may,  the  case  is  distinguished  from  tfiat  now  before  Con- 
gress by  the  circumstances— 1.  That  the  road  was  undertaken 
essentially  for  the  accommodation  of  a  portion  of  the  country 
with  respect  to  which  Congress  have  a  creneral  power  not  ap- 
plicable to  other  portions*  2.  That  the  funds  appropriated,  and 
which  alone  liavo  been  applied,  were  also  under  a  general  power 
of  Congress,  not  applicable  to  other  funds.  As  a  precedent,  the 
case  is  evidently  without  the  weiglit  allowed  to  that  of  the 
National  Bank,  which  had  l>een  often  a  subject  of  solemn  dis* 
cnssion  in  Congress,  had  long  engaged  tlie  critical  attention  of 


56  WORKS    OF    MADISON.  1817. 

the  pablic,  and  had  received  reiterated  and  elaborate  sanctions 
of  every  branch  of  the  Government;  to  all  which  had  been  su- 
peradded many  positive  concurrences  of  the  States,  and  implied 
ones  by  the  people  at  large.  The  Bank  case  is  analogous  to 
that  of  the  carriage  tax,  which  was  generally  regarded  by  those 
who  opposed  the  Bank  as  a  direct  tax,  and,  therefore,  unconsti- 
tutional, and  did  not  receive  their  acquiescence  until  these  ob- 
jections were  superseded  by  tlic  highest  Judicial,  as  well  as 
other  sanctions.  As  to  the  case  of  post  roads  and  military 
roads,  instead  of  implying  a  general  power  to  make  roads,  the 
constitutionality  of  them  must  be  tested  by  the  bona  fide  object 
of  the  particular  roads.  The  post  cannot  travel,  nor  troops 
march,  without  a  road.  If  the  necessary  roads  cannot  be  found, 
they  must,  of  course,  be  provided. 

Serious  danger  seems  to  be  threatened  to  the  genuine  sense 
of  the  Constitution,  not  only  by  an  unwarrantable  latitude  of 
construction,  but  by  the  use  made  of  precedents  which  cannot 
be  supposed  to  have  had  in  tlic  view  of  their  Authors  the  bear^ 
ing  contended  for,  and  even  where  they  may  have  crept  through 
inadvertence  into  acts  of  Congress,  and  been  signed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive at  a  midnight  hour,  in  the  midst  of  a  group  scarcely  ad- 
mitting perusal,  and  under  a  weariness  of  mind  as  little  admit. 
ting  a  vigilant  attention. 

Anotlier,  and  perhaps  a  greater  danger,  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  tlie  influence  wliich  the  usefulness  and  popularity  of  meas- 
ures may  have  on  questions  of  their  constitutionality.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  conceive  that  any  thing  short  of  that  influence  could 
have  overcome  the  constitutional  and  other  objections  to  the 
Bill  on  roads  and  canals  which  passed  the  two  Houses  at  the 
last  session. 

These  considerations  remind  me  of  the  attempts  in  the  Con- 
vention to  vest  in  the  Judiciary  Department  a  qualified  nega- 
tive on  Legislative  Wis,  Such  a  control,  restricted  to  Consti- 
tutional points,  besides  giving  greater  stability  and  system  to 
the  rules  of  expounding  the  Instrument,  would  have  precluded 
the  question  of  a  judiciary  annulment  of  Legislative  acts. 

But  I  am  running  far  beyond  the  subject  presented  in  your 
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letter,  and  will  detain  yon  no  longer  than  to  assure  yon  of  my 
bigliest  respect  and  sincerest  regard. 


TO  EBEED,   HUNTINGTON, 

MOHTPKLLIER,  Jail^   I,   J  818. 

8m, — I  haye  duly  receiyed  your  loiter  of  the  30tli  ult.,  in 
which  yon  ask,  "whether  the  proposition  to  comrante  the  half 
pay  was  Rug^ested  by  Congress  to  the  Army,  or  by  the  Army 
to  Congress." 

Not  being  able  at  this  moment  to  consult  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gTCBfl,  or  the  cotcmporary  docnments,  I  cannot  answer  the  en- 
quiry with  the  certainty  and  precision  I  would  wish*  I  belicTO 
that  the  measure  was  brought  into  view  by  the  memorial  of  the 
Deputies  from  the  Army,  General  M^^Dougal,  &c.,  in  the  year 
1783;  and  that  it  onginatcd  with  the  army  in  the  mortifying 
attempts  to  stigmatize  the  receivers  of  half  pay  as  pevsioners. 
It  cannot  be  doubted,  however,  that  the  gross  sum  substituted 
was  accepted  in  the  expectation  that  it  would  be  made  of  specie 
^ue  to  the  Array.  The  Journals  of  the  Revolutionary  Con- 
gress will  probably  shew  that  unsuccessful  propositions  were 
made  in  that  body  to  raise  the  sura  to  more  than  five  years'  fall 
pay. 

I  saw,  with  Bincere  pleasure,  the  late  recommendation  of  the 
President  on  this  subject,  and  wish  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
Legislature  may  be  found  to  correspond  with  those  that  dictated 
it. 


TO  CHAELES  J;   INGEnSOLL. 

MojfTPMLiiii,  Janr  4,  1818. 

D*  Sm, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  nit.  Be- 
lieving that  the  late  war  merits  a  historical  review  penetrating 
below  the  surface  of  events^  and  beyond  the  horizon  of  nnex- 
pandcd  minds,  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  task  is  contemplated 
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by  one  whose  talents,  and,  wliat  is  not  less  essential,  whose  fair- 
ness of  dispositions,  are  entitled  to  so  mach  confidence.  What- 
ever be  the  light  in  which  any  individual  actor  on  the  public 
theatre  may  appear,  the  contest,  cxiiibited  in  its  true  featnreSf 
cannot  fail  to  do  honor  to  onr  Country;  and,  in  one  respect 
particularly,  to  be  auspicious  to  its  solid  and  lasting  interest. 
If  our  first  struggle  was  a  war  of  our  infancy,  this  last  was  that 
of  our  youth;  and  the  issue  of  both,  wisely  improved,  may  long 
postpone,  if  not  forever  prevent,  a  necessity  for  exerting  the 
strength  of  our  manhood. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  of  the  hands  into  which  it 
is  falling,  I  cannot  be  unwilling  to  contribute  to  the  stock  of 
materials.  But  you  much  overrate,  I  fear,  "my  private  papers," 
as  distinct  from  those  otherwise  attainable.  They  consist,  for 
the  most  part,  of  my  correspondence  witli  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments, particularly  when  separated  from  them,  and  of  a  few 
vestiges  remaining  of  Cabinet  consultations.  It  has  been  my 
purpose  to  employ  a  portion  of  my  leisure  in  gathering  up  and 
arranging  these,  witli  others  relating  to  other  periods  of  our 
public  aflairs;  and  after  looking  over  carefully  the  first,  I  shall 
be  better  able  to  judge  how  far  they  throw  any  valuable  rays 
on  your  object,  and  are  of  a  nature  not  improper  for  public  use. 


TO  JACOB  GIDEON. 

MoNTPiLLiiR,  Jan7  28,  1818. 

Sib, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  request  it  makes,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  first 
edition  of  the  "Federalist,"  with  the  names  of  the  writers  pre- 
fixed to  their  respective  numbers.  Not  being  on  the  spot  when 
it  was  in  the  press,  the  errors  now  noted  in  mine  were  not  then 
corrected.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  return  the  two  volumes 
when  convenient  to  you. 

The  second  Edition  of  the  work  comprised  a  pamphlet  as- 
cribed to  one  of  its  authors.  The  pamphlet  had  no  connection 
with  the  plan  to  which  the  others  were  parties,  and  contains  a 
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comment  on  an  important  point  in  tlie  Constitution,  wliicli  was 
disapproved  by  one  of  them,  wlio  publislied  an  answer  to  it. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  as  comparative  views 
frequently  occur  in  the  work  of  the  original  "  Articles  of  Con- 
federation/' and  the  Constitntion,  by  which  it  was  superseded, 
it  might  be  convenient  to  the  reader  to  have  the  former,  as  well 
as  the  latter,  prefixed  to  the  commentary  on  both. 


TO  GALES  A?  SEATON. 

MoNTPSLLiiii,  Fcby  M,  1?^18. 

GEin*LEMEN,— I  have  received  your  letter  of  January  26.  The 
work  to  which  you  have  turned  your  thoughts  is  of  a  character 
which  justly  claims  for  it  my  favorable  wishes.  A  Legislative 
History  of  our  Country  is  of  too  moch  interest  not  to  be,  at 
some  day»  umlertaken-  and  the  longer  it  bepost[>oned,  the  more 
difficult  and  deficient  must  the  execution  become.  In  the  event 
of  your  engaging  in  it^  I  shall  cheerfully  contribute  any  sugges- 
tions in  my  power  as  to  the  sources  from  which  materials  may 
be  drawn;  but  I  am  not  aware  at  present  of  any  not  likely  to 
occur  to  yourselves. 


TO   JACOB   GIDEON, 

MoHTPii'LiiBf  Febr  20, 1818. 

Sm^ — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th.  Ton  are  wel- 
come to  the  copy  of  the  Federalist  sent  you.  If  yon  refer  to  it 
in  your  proposed  Edition,  it  will  be  more  proper  to  note  the 
fact  that  the  numbers  with  my  name  prefixed  were  published 
from  a  copy  containing  corrections  in  my  band,  than  to  use  the 
phrase,  "revised  and  corrected  by  J.  M./'  which  would  imply  a 
more  careful  and  professed  revisal  than  is  warranted  by  strict 
truth. 

You  seem  not  rightly  to  have  understood  my  remark  on  tho 
circumstance  of  including  in  an  edition  of  the  Federalist  a  pam- 
phlet written  by  one  of  its  authors,  which  had  been  answered  in 
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one  written  by  another.  My  object  was  to  suggest  for  your 
consideration  how  far  it  would  be  proper  to  insert  in  your  edi* 
tion  the  former;  not  to  suggest  the  insertion  of  both.  The  oc- 
casion, the  plan,  and  the  object  of  the  Federalist,  essentially 
distinguish  it  from  the  two  pamphlets;  and  there  may  be  a 
double  incongruity  in  putting  into  the  same  publication  a  work 
in  which  the  two  writers  co-operated,  and  productions  at  once 
unconnected  with  it,  and  in  which  they  are  so  pointedly  opposed 
to  each  other. 

That  the  motive  to  the  observations  may  not  be  misconceived, 
it  will  not  be  amiss  to  say,  that  although  I  cannot  at  this  day 
but  be  sensible  that  in  the  pamphlet  under  the  name  of  Helvid- 
ius  a  tone  is  indulged  which  must  seek  an  apology  in  impres- 
sions of  the  moment;  and  although  in  other  respects  it  may  be 
liable  to  criticisms,  for  which  the  occasions  arc  increased  by  the 
particular  haste  in  which  the  several  papers  were  written,  to 
say  nothing  of  inaccuracies  in  transcribing  them  for  the  press; 
yet  I  see  no  ground  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  Constitutional 
doctrine  espoused,  or  the  general  scope  of  the  reasoning  used  in 
support  of  it. 


TO   MR.   CUTTS. 

MoxTPELLiBB,  March  14. 1818. 

Dear  Sir, — As  it  appears  from  your  letter  of  the  5th  that 
Mr.  Gideon  adheres  to  his  plan  of  publishing  the  two  pamphlets 
in  the  same  volumes  with  the  Federalist,  and  desires  a  corrected 
copy  of  the  one  written  by  me,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  send 
one.  Be  so  good  as  to  let  it  be  put  into  his  hands.  I  have  lim- 
ited the  corrections  to  errors  of  the  press  and  of  tlie  transcriber, 
and  a  few  cases  in  which  the  addition  of  a  word  or  two  seemed 
to  render  the  meaning  more  explicit.  There  are  passages  to 
which  a  turn  a  little  different  might  have  been  conveniently 
given;  particularly  that  speaking  of  treaties  as  laws,  which 
might  have  been  better  guarded  against  a  charge  of  inconsist- 
ency with  the  doctrine  maintained  on  another  occasion;  and 
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which  probably  would  have  been  so  guarded  after  the  accurate 
investigation  of  the  Constitutional  doctrine  occasioned  by  Mr. 
Jay's  Treaty.  The  reasoning,  however,  in  the  pamphlet,  is  not 
affected  by  the  question  of  consistency;  and  as  the  author  of 
Pacificus  is  charged  with  the  want  of  it,  I  have  chosen  rather 
to  let  the  passage  stand  as  it  was  first  published,  than  to  give 
it  what  might  be  considered  a  retrospective  meaning.  Intelli- 
gent readers  will  be  sensible  that  the  scope  of  the  argument  did 
not  lead  to  a  critical  attention  to  Constitutional  doctrines  prop- 
erly called  forth  on  other  occasions.  If  you  think  it  worth 
while,  you  may  give  Mr.  Gideon  a  hint  of  these  observations. 


ADDRESS 

TO  THB 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  OF  ALBEMARLE 

VIRGmiA. 


Tuesday,  Maj  12, 18ia 

Bmoivedj  That  the  thanks  of  the  Agricaltuml  Society  of  Albemarle  are  clue  to 
tiia  presidcDt  for  the  eDlightencd  and  important  address,  this  (iaj  deHvercd; 
that  the  secretary  be,  and  be  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  request  a  copy 
for  publication;  that  ho  cause  the  Bald  address  to  be  pubM&hetl  in  the  Enqolrer; 
as  also  250  copies,  to  be  printed  Id  the  pampblet  form,  one  of  which  be  shall 
Inuismit  to  each  member  of  the  society. 
Edradfrom  the  immdea, 

P,  MINOR,  Secrdary, 

MoNWtLLtEE,  May,  1818, 
Deab  Sib, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12Ui  inst,,  communicating  the 
leqaest  of  tlie  Agrlculiuml  Society  of  Albemarlet  for  a  copy  of  the  remarks  ad^ 
dressed  to  it,  at  its  last  meeting.  1  cannot  decline  a  compLiauce  with  the  request, 
though  I  have  much  reason  to  ftpprehend,  that  what  the  society  received  with  ao 
partial  an  ear  will  not  bear  the  deliberate  perusal,  for  which  an  oiiportuniiy  will 
be  afforded. 
With  sincere  esteem ^  I  remain  your  friend  and  servant^ 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Pireii  MiNORf  Esq*, 

(Secretary  qf  the  Agrieuliural  Society  cf  Albemarle, 


ADDBESS* 

It  having  pleased  the  society  to  name  me  for  their  presiding 
member,  I  feel  it  a  duty,  on  ray  first  appearing  among  you,  to 
repeat  my  acknowledgments  for  that  honorary  distbction;  with 
the  assurances  of  my  sincere  desire  to  promote  the  success  of 
au  establishment  which  has  in  view  so  valuable  an  object  as 
that  of  improving  the  agriculture  of  our  country* 
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The  faculty  of  cultivating  the  earth,  and  of  rearing  animals, 
by  which  food  is  increased  beyond  the  spontaneous  supplies  of 
nature,  belongs  to  man  alone.  Xo  other  terrestrial  being  has 
received  a  higher  gift  than  an  instinct,  like  that  of  the  beaver 
or  the  ant,  which  merely  hoards  for  future  use  the  food  sponta- 
neously furnished  by  nature. 

As  this  i)eculiar  faculty  gives  to  man  a  pre-eminence  over 
irrational  animals,  so  it  is  the  use  made  of  it  by  some,  and  the 
neglect  of  it  by  other  communities,  that  distinguish  them  from 
each  other,  in  the  most  important  features  of  the  human  char- 
acter. 

The  contrast  between  the  enlightened  and  refined  nations  on 
some  parts  of  the  earth,  and  the  rude  and  wretched  tribes  on 
others,  has  its  foundation  in  this  distinction.  Civilization  is 
never  seen  without  agriculture:  nor  has  agriculture  ever  pre- 
vailed where  the  civilized  arts  did  not  make  their  appearance. 

But  closely  as  agriculture  ami  civilization  are  allie^l,  they  do 
not  keep  pace  with  each  other.  There  is  probably  a  much 
higher  state  of  agriculture  in  China  and  Japan  than  in  many 
other  countries  far  more  advanced  in  tlie  improvements  of  civ- 
ilized life.  It  is  surely  no  small  reproach  to  the  latter,  that 
with  so  great  a  superiority  in  science,  and  in  the  fuller  posses- 
sion of  the  auxiliary  arts,  they  should  suffer  themselves  to  be 
outstripped  in  the  very  art  by  which  both  are  essentially  dis- 
tinguished from  the  brute  creation. 

It  must  not  Ih?  inferred,  however,  from  the  capacities  and  the 
motives  of  man.  for  an  artificial  increase  of  the  productions  of 
the  earth,  that  the  transition  from  the  hunter,  or  even  the  herds- 
man's stale,  to  the  a^rriculiural,  is  a  matter  of  course.  The  first 
steps  in  this  transition  are  attended  with  difficulty:  and  what 
is  more,  with  disinoliiiaiion. 

Without  a  kuowle^ige  of  the  nh?tals.  and  the  implements  made 
of  them,  the  process  of  opening  an  J  stirring  the  soil  is  not  an 
easy  operation:  though  o:ie  perhaps  not  requiring  more  effort 
and  contrivance,  than  produccil  the  instruments  used  by  savages 
in  war  and  in  the  chase. 

And  that  thero  is  a  disinclination  in  human  nature  to  ex- 
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change  tlio  savage  for  the  civilized  life,  cannot  be  questioned. 
Wo  need  not  look  for  proofs  bojoud  our  own  ncigliborhood 
The  Indian  tribes  have  ever  shewn  an  aversion  to  the  eliange. 
Neither  the  persuasive  exam|>h?3  of  plenty  and  comfort  derived 
from  the  culture  of  tlic  earth  i»y  their  white  brethren,  nor  tlie 
lessons  and  specimens  of  tilhige  placed  in  the  midst  of  them, 
and  seconded  by  actual  sufferings  from  a  deficient  and  precari- 
ous subsistence,  have  cnnverteJ  tliera  from  their  strong  propcn- 
gities  and  habitual  pursuits.  In  the  same  spirit^  they  always 
betray  an  anxioua  disposition  to  return  to  tlieir  jiristinc  life, 
after  V»eing  weaned  from  it  by  time,  and  apparently  moulded  l»y 
intclloctunl  and  moral  instrut-tioo,  into  the  Imbits  and  tastes  of 
an  aj^rirul rural  people.  A  8til!  more  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
bias  of  human  nature  is  seen  in  the  familiar  fact,  that  our  own 
people,  nursed  and  reared  in  these  habits  and  tastes,  easily  slide 
into  Ihose  of  the  savage,  and  are  rarely  reclaimed  to  civilized 
society  with  their  own  consent. 

Had  the  Europeans,  on  their  arrival,  found  this  continent 
destitute  of  human  inhabitant:-^,  whose  dangerous  neighborhood 
kept  them  in  a  compact  and  agricultural  state,  and  liad  their 
commnuieation  with  the  countries  they  left  been  discontinued, 
they  might  have  spread  themselve8  into  the  forests  where  game 
and  fruits  would  have  abounded;  and  gradually  forgetting  the 
arts*  no  longer  necessary  to  their  immediate  wants,  have  degen- 
erated into  savage  tribes* 

An  admired  historian,^  in  his  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the 
American  savages,  represents  any  such  degeneracy  as  impossi- 
ble, lie  lays  it  down  as  a  certain  principle  that  tlie  necessary 
arts  of  life/when  once  introduced  among  a  people,  can  never 
be  lost;  that  the  dotninion  over  inferior  animals  once  enjoyed, 
will  never  be  abandfmcd;  and  that  America,  consequently,  must 
have  been  peopled  from  a  country  as  uncivilized  as  itself.  Yet 
he  derives  the  American  savages,  generally^  from  the  Tartars, 
whose  example  must  have  taught  them  the  use  of  certain  ani- 
mals, for  which  a  substitute  might  have  been  found  in  the  bison 
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or  buffalo  at  least,  (the  same  animal  with  the  cow,)  if  not  in  the 
elk,  the  moose,  or  the  Caraboo;  and  he  regards  the  Esquimaux, 
a  tribe  distinguislied,  in  several  respects,  for  their  rude  condi- 
tion, as  descendants  from  tlie  Grcenlanders,  (of  the  same  modes 
of  life  witli  tliemselves.)  wlio  were  a  colony  from  Norway, 
planted  in  the  nintli  century;  an  epoch  i)rior  to  which  the  Xor- 
wegians  had  made  sucli  progress  in  the  arts,  as  to  be  capable 
of  formidable  maritime  expeditions.  The  Greenland  colony, 
therefore,  must  have  undergone  a  degeneracy  from  the  condition 
of  its  parent  country:  Witliout  supposing  the  possibility  of  a 
transition  from  a  better  state  of  human  society  to  a  savage  state, 
how  would  the  learned  historian  have  accounted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  tlie  savage  state  at  all? 

The  bent  of  human  nature  may  be  traced  on  the  chart  of  our 
country.  The  manufacturer  readily  exchanges  the  loom  for  the 
plough,  in  opposition  often  to  his  own  interest,  as  well  as  to 
that  of  Ills  country.  Tlie  cultivator,  in  situations  presenting  an 
option,  to  the  labors  of  tlie  field,  the  more  easy  employment  of 
rearing  a  herd.  And  as  the  game  of  the  forest  is  approached, 
the  hunting  life  displays  the  force  of  its  attractions.  Where  do 
we  behold  a  march  to  the  opposite  direction?  the  hunter,  be- 
coming the  herdsman;  the  latter  a  follower  of  the  plough;  and 
the  last  repairing  to  the  manufactory  or  workshop. 

Puch.  indeed,  is  the  fascination  of  that  personal  independence 
which  belongs  to  the  uncivilized  state,  and  such  the  disrelish 
and  contempt  of  the  monotonous  labor  of  tillage,  compared  with 
the  exciting  occupations  of  the  chase,  or  with  the  indolence  en- 
joyed by  those  who  subsist  chiefly  on  the  mere  bounties  of  na- 
ture, or  on  their  migratory  flocks,  that  a  voluntary  relinquish- 
ment of  these  latter  modes  of  life  is  little  to  be  expected.  Wo 
certainly  perceive  nothing  in  the  character  of  our  savage  neigh- 
bors, from  which  it  could  be  inferred  that  even  the  germs  of 
agriculture,  observed  in  their  spots  of  maize,  and  a  few  other 
cultivated  plants,  would  ever  bo  developed  into  the  extent  im- 
plied by  an  agricultural  life.  To  that  little  resource,  combined 
with  the  game  furnished  by  the  forest  and  by  the  lake  or  the 
stream,  their  population  and  habits  are  adjusted.    There  may 
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he  said,  in  fact,  to  be  a  plenum  of  the  former;  because  it  \s  com- 
mensurate with  their  food,  and  this  cannot  be  increased  witliout 
a  change  of  liabJts,  which  being  founded  in  natural  propensities, 
do  not  change  of  tlicmselves. 

The  first  introduction  of  agriculture  among  a  savage  people 
appears,  accordingly,  never  to  have  taken  place  without  sonic 
extraordinary  interposition.  Where  it  !ms  not  been  obtruded 
by  colonies  transplanted  from  agricultural  count  ilea,  as  from 
Phcrnicia  and  Egypt  into  Greece,  and  IVom  Greece  lier^elf 
among  hot-  savage  neighbors,  the  revolution  has  proceeded  from 
some  indiTidnal,  whoso  singular  endowments,  and  supernatural 
pretensions,  had  gi^'cn  him  an  ascendency  for  the  purpose.  All 
these  great  reformers,  in  oncient  times,  were  regarded  as  more 
than  men,  and  ultimately  worshipped  as  gods.  A  very  remark- 
able example,  of  modern  date,  is  found  in  the  revolution  from 
the  savage  to  the  agricultural  state,  said  to  have  been  brought 
about  by  Manco  Capac  among  the  Peruvians,  to  whom  ho  rep- 
resented himself  as  the  ofTspring  of  Ihe  sun. 

Agriculture,  once  effectually  commenced,  may  proceed  of  it- 
self, under  impulses  of  its  own  creation*  The  mouths  fed  by  it 
increasing,  and  the  supplies  of  nature  decreasing,  necessity  be- 
comes a  spur  to  industry;  which  finds  another  spur  in  the  ad- 
vantages incident  to  the  acquisition  of  property,  in  the  civilized 
state.  And  thus  a  progressive  agriculture,  and  a  progressive 
population  ensue. 

But  although  no  determinate  limit  presents  itself  to  the  in- 
crease of  food,  and  to  a  population  commensurate  with  it,  other 
than  the  limited  productiveness  of  the  earth  itself,  we  can 
scarcely  be  warranted  in  supposing  that  all  the  productive 
l)Owers  of  its  surface  can  be  made  subservient  to  the  use  of  man, 
in  exclusion  of  alf  the  plants  and  animals  not  entering  into  his 
stock  of  subsistence;  that  all  the  elements  and  combinations  of 
elements  in  the  earth,  the  atmosphere,  and  the  water,  which 
now  support  such  various  and  such  numerous  descriptions  of 
created  beings,  animate  and  inanimate,  could  be  withdrawn 
from  that  general  destination,  and  appropriated  to  the  exclusive 
support  and  increase  of  the  human  part  of  the  creation;  so  that 


dfa 


68  WORKS    OF    MADISON.  1818. 

the  whole  habitable  earth  should  be  as  full  of  people  as  the 
spots  most  crowded  now  arc  or  miglit  be  made,  and  as  destitute 
as  those  spots  of  the  plants  and  animals  not  used  by  man. 

Tlic  supposition  cannot  well  be  reconciled  with  that  symme- 
try in  the  face  of  nature,  which  derives  new  beauty  from  every 
insight  that  can  be  gained  into  it.  It  is  forbidden  also  by  the 
principles  and  laws  which  operate  in  various  departments  of 
her  economy,  falling  within  the  scope  of  common  observation, 
as  well  as  within  that  of  philosophic  researches. 

The  earth  contains  not  less  than  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
kinds  of  plants;  not  less  than  six  or  seven  hundred  of  birds; 
nor  less  than  three  or  four  hundred  of  quadrupeds;  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  thousand  species  of  fishes.  Of  reptiles  and  insects, 
there  are  more  than  can  be  numbered.  To  all  these  must  be 
added,  the  swarms  and  varieties  of  animalcules  and  minute  vege- 
tables not  visible  to  the  natural  eye,  but  whose  existence  is 
probably  connected  with  that  of  visible  animals  and  plants. 

On  comparing  this  vast  profusion  and  multiplicity  of  beings 
with  the  few  grains  and  grasses,  the  few  herbs  and  roots,  and 
the  few  fowls  and  quadrupeds,  which  make  up  the  short  list 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  man,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  it  lies 
with  him  so  to  remodel  the  work  of  nature  as  it  would  be  remod- 
elled, by  a  destruction  not  only  of  individuals,  but  of  entire  spe- 
cies; and  not  only  of  a  few  species,  but  of  every  species,  with  the 
very  few  exceptions  which  ho  might  spare  for  his  own  accom- 
modation. 

Such  a  multiplication  of  the  human  race,  at  the  expense  of  the 
rest  of  the  organized  creation,  implies  that  the  food  of  all  plants 
is  composed  of  elements  equally  and  indiscriminately  nourishing 
all,  and  which,  consequently,  may  be  wholly  appropriated  to  the 
one  or  few  plants  best  fitted  for  human  use. 

Whether  the  food  or  constituent  matter  of  vegetables  be  fur- 
nished from  the  earth,  the  air,  or  water;  and  whether  directly, 
or  by  either,  through  the  medium  of  the  others,  no  sufficient 
ground  appears  for  the  inference  that  the  food  for  all  is  the 
Bame. 

Different  plants  require  diiferent  soils;  some  flourishing  in 
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eaody,  some  in  clayey,  some  in  moist,  some  in  dry  soils;  sooie 
ID  warm,  some  in  cold  situations.  Many  grow  only  in  water, 
and  a  few  subsist  in  tlie  aLmospherc.  The  forms,  the  textures, 
and  the  qualities  of  plants,  are  still  more  diversified.  That 
things  so  various  and  dissimilar  in  tlieir  organization,  tlieir  con- 
slitulions,  and  their  characters,  should  be  wholly  nourished  by, 
and  consist  of  precisely  the  same  elements^  requires  more  proof 
than  has  yet  been  oflfered. 

A  case  wliieh  has  been  relied  on  to  prove  that  different  foods 
are  not  necessary  for  diflerent  plants,  is  that  of  grafting  or  in- 
oculating one  kind  of  plant  on  another  kind;  the  sap  obtained 
Ijy  the  stock  for  itself,  being  found  to  feed  and  perfect  tlie  graft. 
But  this  operation  has  its  limits.  It  does  not  extend  beyond 
plants  having  a  certain  affinity.  The  apple  tree  may  be  planted 
on  the  pear  or  quince.  It  will  not  succeed  on  the  peach  or 
the  clierry.  If  the  cases  prove  tluit  the  same  food  suiEces  for 
the  apple  and  the  pear,  they  equally  prove  that  different  foods 
are  required  for  the  ajiple  and  peacli.  It  is  said,  even,  that  the 
fruit  fr(»m  the  peack  graft  on  the  almond  is  not  precisely  the 
same  with  that  from  a  peach  graft  on  a  plum* 

It  may  be  offered  as  another  argument  to  the  same  effect,  that 
all  animal  and  vegetable  decompositions  answer  indiscriminately 
as  manures.  The  fact  is  not  precisely  gwj-  Certain  manures  suc- 
ceed best  witii  certain  plants.  It  is  true,  nevertheless,  that  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  substances,  in  a  decomposed  state,  are,  gen- 
erally, manures  for  plants.  Fish  even,  an  animal  from  the  water, 
is  successfully  used  as  a  manure  for  Indian  corn  and  other  crops. 
But  this  and  similar  examples  prove  only  that  some  ingredients 
are  tlie  same  in  all  animals  and  plants;  not  that  all  the  ingredi- 
ents in  each  arc  tlic  same. 

The  chemist,  though  as  yet  a  fellow  student,  as  much  as  a 
preceptor  of  the  agriculturist,  justly  claims  attention  to  tlie  re- 
sult of  his  processes.  Prom  that  source  wo  learn  that  the  number 
of  known  elements,  not  yet  decorapoaable,  is  between  forty  and 
fifty;  that  about  .seven  or  eight  belong  to  the  organs  of  plants; 
that  different  elements  enter  into  the  composition  of  the  samo 
plan^  and  that  they  are  combined  in  different  numbers  and  in 
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different  proportion?,  in  different  plants.  SnppOBing,  then,  as 
jnnst  be  supposed,  that  tlieyc  different  elements,  in  their  actual 
quantities  and  proportions,  are  adapted  to  the  quantities  and 
the  proportions  of  the  existing  varieties  of  plantF^  it  would  bap- 
pen,  in  po  ^reat  a  chancre  as  that  in  question,  with  respect  to  the 
nnmher  and  variety  of  plants,  that  the  quantities  and  the  pro- 
portions of  the  clemetits  would  not  be.  adapted  to  the  particular 
kind^j  and  numbers  of  jdunts  retained  i>y  man  for  hig!  own  use. 
Like  the  types  of  the  alpliabet,  apportioned  to  tlie  words  com- 
posinfr  a  particular  book,  when  applied  to  anotlier  book  materi- 
ally dilfcrcnt  in  its  contents,  there  would  be  of  some  a  deficiency, 
of  others,  a  useless  surplus. 

Were  it  less  difiirnlt  to  admit  that  all  the  sources  of  produc- 
tiveness could  bo  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  food  of  man, 
is  it  certain  that  an  olrstaclc  to  his  indefinite  multiplication 
wouUl  not  be  encountered  in  one  of  the  relations  between  the 
atmosphere  and  organized  beings? 

Animals,  inehidiiig  man,  and  plants,  may  be  regarded  as  the 
most  important  part  of  the  terrestrial  creation.  Thi^y  are  pre- 
eminent in  their  attributes;  and  all  nature  teems  with  their  \^- 
rietics  and  their  niuliitudes,  visible  and  invisible.  To  all  of 
them  the  atmosphere  is  the  breath  of  life.  Deprived  of  it,  they 
all  equally  perish.  Bat  it  answers  this  purpose  by  virtue  of  its 
appro  priate  constitution  and  char  actor.     What  are  these? 

The  atmosphere  is  not  a  simple  but  a  compound  body.  lo 
ita  least  compound  state,  it  is  understood  to  contain,  besides 
what  is  called  vital  air,  others  noxious  in  themselves^  yet  with- 
out a  portion  of  which,  the  vital  air  becomes  noxious.  But  the 
atmosphere  in  its  natural  state,  and  in  its  ordinary  communica- 
tion with  the  organized  worbb  comjuises  various  ingredients  or 
modifications  of  ingredients,  derived  from  tlic  use  made  of  it,  by 
the  existing  variety  of  animals  and  plants.  Tlic  exhalations 
and  perspirations,  tlie  effluvia  and  transpirations  of  these,  arc 
continually  cliarging  tlie  atmosphere  witli  a  heterogeneous  va* 
riety  and  immense  quantity  of  matter,  which  together  must  eon- 
tribute  to  the  character  which  fits  it  for  its  destined  purpose  of 
supporting  tlie  life  and  health  of  organized  beings.    Is  it  un- 
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reasonable  to  suppose,  tliat  if»  instead  of  Uie  actnal  composition 
and  diaractcr  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  creation,  to  wbich 
the  atmosphere  is  now  accommodated,  micli  a  composition  and 
character  of  that  creation  were  substituted^  as  would  result 
from  a  reduction  of  the  whole  to  man  and  a  few  kinds  of  ani- 
mals and  plants — is  tlie  supposition  unreasonable,  that  the  change 
might  essentially  affect  the  aptittide  of  the  atmosphere  for  the 
functions  required  of  it?  and  that  so  great  an  innovation  might 
be  found,  in  this  respect,  not  to  accord  with  the  order  and  econ- 
omy of  nature? 

The  relation  of  the  animal  part  and  the  vegetable  part  of  the 
creation  to  each  other,  through  tfte  medium  of  the  atmospliere, 
C0mci5  in  aid  of  the  rcflectiou  suggested  by  the  general  relation 
between  the  atmosphere  and  both.  It  seems  to  be  now  well 
understood,  that  the  atmosphere^  when  respired  by  animalrf,  be- 
comes unfitted  for  their  further  use^  and  titted  for  the  absorp- 
iion  of  vegetables;  and  tlmt  when  evolved  by  the  latter,  it  is 
refitted  for  the  respiration  of  tlie  fonner;  an  interchange  being 
thus  kept  up^  by  which  this  breath  of  life  is  received  by  each, 
in  a  wholesome  state,  in  return  for  it  in  an  unwholesome  one. 

May  it  not  bo  concluded  from  this  admirable  arrangement 
and  beautiful  feature  in  the  economy  of  nature,  that  if  the  whole 
class  of  animals  were  extinguished,  the  use  of  the  atmosphere 
by  the  vegetable  class  alone  would  exhaust  it  of  its  life-support- 
ing iM3wer?  that,  in  like  manner,  if  the  whole  class  of  vegetables 
were  extinguished,  the  use  of  it  by  the  animal  class  alone  would 
deprive  it  of  its  fitness  for  their  sui)port?  And  if  such  would 
be  the  effect  of  an  entire  destruction  of  either  class,  in  relation 
to  the  other,  the  iuferenco  seems  to  press  itself  upon  us,  that  so 
vast  a  change  in  the  proportions  of  each  class  to  the  other,  and 
in  the  species  composing  the  respective  claases,  as  that  in  ques- 
tion, might  not  be  compatible  with  the  continued  existence  and 
health  of  the  remaining  fipecies  of  the  two  classes. 

The  immensity  of  the  atmosplicre,  compared  with  the  mass  of 
animals  and  vegetables,  forms  an  apparent  objection  only  to 
this  view  of  the  subject.  The  comparison  could  at  most  sug- 
gest questions  as  to  the  period  of  time  necessary  to  exhaust  the 
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atmosphere  of  its  unrenewed  capacity  to  keep  alive  animal  or 
ve<yetable  nature,  when  deprived,  either,  of  the  support  of  the 
other.  And  this  period  contracts  itself  at  once  to  the  imagina- 
tion, when  it  is  recollected  that  tlie  immensity  of  the  atmosphere 
is  the  effect  of  its  elasticity  and  rarefaction.  We  know  from 
the  barometer,  that  condensed  to  the  specific  gravity  of  mer- 
cury, its  rise  above  the  surface  of  the  earth  would  be  but  about 
thirty  inches;  and  from  the  well  pump,  that  condensed  to  the 
specific  gravity  only  of  water,  which  is  nearly  the  same  with 
that  of  the  human  body,  its  rise  would  bo  little  more  than  as 
many  feet;  that  is,  a  little  more  than  five  times  the  human  stat- 
ure. It  is  found  that  a  single  human  person,  employs  in  respi- 
ration not  less  than  sixteen  or  eighteen  times  his  own  weight 
of  common  air,  in  every  twenty-four  hours.  In  different  de- 
grees, some  greater,  some  less,  the  case  is  the  same  with  most 
other  animals.  Plants  make  a  correspondent  use  of  air  for 
their  purposes. 

Other  views  of  the  economy  of  nature  coincide  with  the  pre- 
ceding. There  is  a  known  tendency  in  all  organized  beings  to 
multiply  beyond  the  degree  necessary  to  keep  up  their  actual 
numbers.  It  is  a  wise  provision  of  nature — 1,  to  guard  against 
the  failure  of  the  species:  2,  to  afford,  in  the  surplus,  a  food  for 
animals,  whether  subsisting  on  vegetables,  or  on  other  animals 
which  subsist  on  vegetables.  Nature  has  been  equally  provi- 
dent in  guarding  against  an  excessive  multiplication  of  any  one 
species  which  might  too  far  encroach  on  others,  by  subjecting 
each,  when  unduly  multiplying  itself,  to  be  arrested  in  its  pro- 
gress by  the  effect  of  the  multiplication — 1,  in  producing  a  de- 
ficiency of  food;  and  where  that  may  not  happen,  2,  in  produ- 
cing a  state  of  the  atmosphere  unfavorable  to  life  and  health. 
All  animals  as  well  as  plants  sicken  and  die  in  a  state  too  much 
crowded.  It  is  the  case  with  our  domestic  animals  of  every 
sort,  where  no  scarcity  of  food  can  be  the  cause.  To  the  same 
laws  mankind  arc  equally  subject.  An  increase,  not  consisting 
with  the  general  plan  of  nature,  arrests  itself.  According  to 
the  degree  in  which  the  number  thrown  together  exceeds  the 
due  proportion  of  space  and  air,  disease  and  mortality  eusue. 
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It  was  the  Titiated  air  alono  which  put  out  human  life  in  the 
crov^dcd  hole  of  Calcutta.  In  a  space  somewhat  enlarged,  the 
effect  would  have  been  slower,  but  not  less  certain.  In  all  con- 
fined sitiiationsf^  from  tlie  dungeon  to  the  crowded  work-houses, 
and  from  these  to  the  compact  population  of  avcrgrown  cities, 
the  atiiioBplierc  become:?,  in  corresponding  degrees,  unfitted  liy 
reiterated  uhc^  for  sustaining  human  life  and  health.  Were  the 
atmosphere  breathed  in  cities  not  diluted  and  displaced  bj  fresh 
Fnpplies  from  the  snrrounding  country,  the  morttilily  would 
soon  become  generaU  Were  the  surrounding  country  thickly 
peopled  and  not  refreshed  in  like  manner^  the  decay  of  liealth^ 
thougli  a  later,  would  be  a  necessary  consequence*  And  were 
the  whole  habitable  earth  covered  with  a  dense  po|>ulatiou, 
wasteful  Tualadies  might  be  looked  for,  that  would  thin  the  num- 
bers into  a  lieu! thy  proportion. 

Were  the  earth  in  every  productive  spot,  and  in  every  spot 
capable  of  being  made  productive,  appropriated  to  t!te  food  of 
man;  were  the  spade  substituted  for  the  plough,  and  nil  animals 
consuming  the  food  oT  man,  or  food  for  which  luiman  food  might 
be  substituted*  banished  from  existence,  so  as  to  produce  the 
maximum  of  population  on  the  earth,  there  would  be  more  than 
an  hundred  individuals  for  every  one  now  upon  it.  In  the  actual 
population  of  many  countries,  it  brings  on  occasional  epidemics, 
to  be  traced  to  no  other  origin  than  the  state  of  the  atmosphere. 
Increase  the  numbers  ten  or  twenty  fohl,  and  can  it  be  supposed 
that  they  would  at  any  tiuie  find  the  breath  of  life  in  a  condition 
to  support  it?  or,  if  that  supposition  be  admissible  when  limited 
to  a  single  country,  can  itj)e  admitted,  wheu  not  only  the  con- 
tiguous countries,  but  the  whole  earth  was  equally  crowded? 

Must  we  then  adopt  the  opinion  entertained  by  some  pliilos- 
ophers,  that  no  viiriatinn  whatever  in  the  numl)ers  and  propor- 
tions of  tlie  organized  beings  belonging  to  our  globe,  is  permit- 
ted by  the  system  of  nature?  that  the  nnraber  of  species  and  of 
individuals,  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  empires,  since  they  at- 
tained a  destitied  complement,  has  been,  and  must  always  be, 
the  same?  that  the  only  change  possible,  is  in  local  augmenta* 
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tions  and  diminutions  wlucli  balance  each  other,  and  thus  main- 
tain the  established  and  unalterable  order  of  things? 

This  woald  bo  ihc  opposite  extreme  to  that  which  has  been 
rejected.  Man,  tliough  so  sitnilar  in  his  pliysical  constitution 
to  many  other  animals,  ia  essentially  distinguished  from  all 
other  organized  beings,  by  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers 
with  which  he  is  endowed.  ITe  possesses  a  reason  and  a  will» 
by  which  he  can  act  on  matter  organized  and  unorganized.  He 
can,  by  the  exercise  of  these  peculiar  powers,  increase  big  sub- 
sistence, by  which  his  nuaibcrs  may  be  increased  beyond  the 
spontaneous  supplier  of  nature;  and  it  would  be  a  reasonable 
conclusion,  tliat  making,  as  he  does,  in  bis  cnpaeity  of  an  intel- 
ligent and  voluntary  agent,  an  integral  part  of  the  terrestrial 
system,  the  other  parts  of  the  system  are  so  framed  aa  not  to  be 
altogether  unsusceptible  of  his  agency,  and  unpliable  to  its  ef- 
fects. 

This  reasonable  conclusion  is  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  the 
capacity  of  man,  derived  from  his  reason  and  his  will,  has  ef- 
fected an  increase  of  particular  plants  and  animals  conducive 
to  an  increase  of  his  own  race;  and  a  diminution  of  the  num- 
bers, if  not  of  the  species,  of  plants  and  animals  displaced  by 
that  increase. 

Most,  if  not  all»  our  domesticated  animals  probably  exceed 
the  numbers  which,  without  the  interyention  of  man,  would  bo 
their  natuml  amount;  whibt  the  animals  preying  on,  or  inter- 
fering with  them,  are  proportionally  reduced  in  their  numbers. 

The  case  is  the  same  with  cultivated  plants.  They  are  in- 
creased beyond  their  natural  amount;  and  banish  or  propor* 
tionally  reduce  such  as  interfere  with  them. 

Nor  can  it  be  said  that  these  changes,  made  by  human  art 
and  industry  in  some  regions,  are  balanced  by  corresponding 
changes  made  by  nature,  in  other  regions.  Take  for  examples, 
the  articles  of  wheat,  rice,  milletj  and  maixe,  which  are  the  chief 
food  of  civilized  man;  and  which  arc  now  spread  over  such  im- 
mense spaces*  It  is  not  possible  to  regard  them,  as  occupying 
no  more  than  their  original  and  fixed  proportions  of  the  earth; 
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and  that  in  other  parts  of  it,  they  hare  dipappeared  in  the  same 
degree  in  whicli  they  are  thiia  artificially  extended,  Tliese 
grains  belong  to  the  torrid  and  temperate  zones  only;  and  so 
great  a  portion  of  these  zones  has  heen  explored,  that  5t  is  cer- 
tain, they  could  not  have  been  di?^placed  from  other  parts  of  the 
globe,  in  the  dcfj^ree  in  whieh  they  abound  where  they  are  now 
cultivated,  and  where  it  is  eertaia  they  owe  their  abundance  to 
cultivation.  There  most  consequently  be  an  absolute  increase 
of  them  produced  by  the  agency  of  man. 

Take  more  particularly  for  an  example,  the  article  of  rice. 
which  constitutes  so  large  a  portion  of  human  food.  The  lati- 
tudes to  which  its  growtli  h  limited  by  the  nature  of  the  plant, 
are  for  the  most  part  so  well  known,  that  it  may  be  assumed 
for  an  nnquestionable  fact,  that  this  grain  cannot  always  have 
prevailed  any  where  in  the  extent  in  wliich  it  is  now  cultivated. 
And  it  is  equally  certain,  that  the  vegetable  productions  be- 
longing to  the  same  climates,  which  must  have  been  displaced 
by  its  cultivation,  have  not  received  an  equivalent  introduction 
and  extension  elsewhere. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  vegetable  productions,  most  exten- 
sively u«!ed  as  human  food,  are  luit  little  if  at  all  found  in  their 
indigenous  state;  whether  that  state  be  the  same  as  their  pres- 
ent one,  or  a  state  from  whieh  they  were  improvoable  into  their 
present  state.  They  seem,  indeed,  not  likely  to  flourish  exten- 
sively in  situations  not  prepared  by  the  hand  of  man.  The  po- 
tato, 80  recently  brought  into  use,  and  now  spreading  itself 
over  so  great  a  surface,  can  barely  be  traced  to  a  native  state 
in  the  mountains  of  Chili;  nor  can  it  be  believed  that  previously 
to  its  adoption  try  man,  it  ever  existed  in  the  extent  to  which 
cultivation  is  now  carrying  it. 

These  views  of  the  subject  seera  to  authorize  the  conclnsion, 
that  although  there  is  a  proportion  between  the  animal  and 
vegetable  classes  of  beings  on  our  globe,  and  between  the  spe- 
cies in  each  class,  with  respect  to  which  nature  does  not  permit 
such  a  change  as  would  result  from  a  destruction  of  the  animals 
and  vegetables  not  used  by  man;  and  a  multipliciition  of  the 
Imman  race,  and  of  the  several  species  of  animals  and  vegeta- 
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bles  used  by  it,  suflScient  to  fill  up  the  void;  yet  that  there  is  a 
degree  of  change  which  the  peculiar  faculties  of  man  enable 
him  to  make,  and  by  making  which  his  fund  of  subsistence  and 
his  numbers  may  be  augmented;  there  being  at  the  same  time, 
whenever  his  numbers,  and  the  change,  exceed  the  admitted  de- 
gree, a  tendency  in  that  excess  to  correct  itself. 

Could  it,  however,  be  supposed  that  the  established  system 
and  symmetry  of  nature  required  the  number  of  human  beings 
on  the  globe  to  be  always  the  same;  that  the  only  change  per- 
mitted in  relation  to  them  was  in  their  distribution  over  it: 
still,  as  the  blessing  of  existence  to  that  number  would  materi- 
ally depend  on  the  parts  of  the  globe  on  which  they  may  bo 
thrown;  on  the  degree  in  which  their  situation  may  be  conve- 
nient or  crowded;  and  on  the  nature  of  their  political  and  social 
institutions,  motives  would  not  be  wanting  to  obtain  for  our 
portion  of  the  earth  its  fullest  share,  by  improving  the  resources 
of  human  subsistence,  according  to  the  fair  measure  of  its  ca- 
pacity. For  in  what  other  portion  of  equal  extent  will  be 
found  climates  more  friendly  to  the  health,  or  congenial  to  the 
feelings  of  its  inhabitants?  In  what  other,  a  soil  yielding  more 
food  with  not  more  labor?  And  above  all,  where  will  be  found 
institutions  equally  securing  the  blessings  of  personal  independ- 
ence and  of  social  enjoyments?  The  enviable  condition  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  is  often  too  much  ascribed  to  the 
physical  advantages  of  their  soil  and  climate,  and  to  their  un- 
crowdcd  situation.  Much  is  certainly  due  to  these  causes;  but 
a  just  estimate  of  the  happiness  of  our  country  will  never  over- 
look what  belongs  to  the  fertile  activity  of  a  free  people,  and 
the  benign  influence  of  a  responsible  Government. 

In  proportion  as  we  relax  the  hypothesis  which  makes  the 
aggregate  number  of  mankind  unsusceptible  of  change,  and  be- 
lieve that  the  resources  of  our  country  may  not  only  coutribnte 
to  the  greater  happiness  of  a  given  number,  but  to  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  number  enjoying  a  greater  happiness,  the  motives 
become  stronger  for  the  improvement  and  extension  of  them. 

But,  whilst  all  are  sensible  that  agriculture  is  the  basis  of 
population  and  prosperity,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  study 
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and  practice  of  its  true  principles  liave  liitlierto  been  too  gener- 
ally nejfloeted  in  tlie  United  States;  and  tliat  this  State  has  at 
least  its  full  share  of  the  blame.  Now  only,  for  the  Crst  time, 
notwithstauding  several  meritorions  examples  of  earlier  date,  a 
general  attention  seems  to  be  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
form. Patriotic  societies,  flic  best  agentei  for  effecting  it.  are 
pursuing  the  object  with  the  animation  and  intelligence  whicli 
characterize  the  efforts  of  a  self-governed  i:M?ople,  whatever  be 
the  objcctr?  to  which  they  may  be  directed. 

Among  these  promising  institutions,  I  cannot  glance  at  all 
the  names  of  those  composing  that  of  Albemarle,  without  being 
assured  that  its  full  quota  of  information  will  be  furnished  to 
the  general  stock.  I  regret  only,  that  ray  own  competency  bears 
so  little  proportion  to  my  wishes  to  co-operate  with  them.  That 
I  may  not  be  tlionght,  liowever,  deficient  in  good  will,  as  well 
as  in  other  requisites,  I  shall  venture  on  the  task;  a  task  the 
least  difficult,  of  pointing  out  some  of  the  most  prevalent  errors 
in  our  husbandry,  and  which  appear  to  be  among  those  which 
mar  merit  the  attention  of  the  society^  and  the  instructive  ex- 
amples of  its  members* 

I.  The  error  first  to  be  noticed  is  that  of  cultivating  land, 
either  naturally  poor  or  impoverished  by  cultivation.  This 
error,  like  many  others,  is  the  effect  of  habit,  continued  after  the 
reason  for  it  has  failed.  Whilst  there  was  an  abundance  of 
fresh  and  fertile  soil,  it  was  the  interest  of  the  cultivator  to 
spread  his  labor  over  as  great  a  surface  as  he  could.  Land  being 
cheap  and  labor  dear,  and  the  land  co-operating  powerfully  with 
the  labor,  it  was  profitable  to  draw  as  ranch  as  possible  from 
the  land.  Labor  is  now  comparatively  cheaper  and  land  dearer* 
Where  labor  has  risen  in  price  fourfold  land  has  risen  tenfold. 
It  might  be  profital>le,  therefore,  now  to  contract  the  surface 
over  which  labor  in  spread,  even  if  the  soil  retained  its  freshness 
and  fertility.  But  this  is  not  the  case*  Much  of  the  fertile  soil 
is  exhausted,  and  unfertile  soils  arc  brought  into  cultivation; 
and  both  co-operating  less  with  labor  in  producing  the  crop,  it 
is  necessary  to  consider  how  far  labor  can  bo  profitably  exerted 
on  them;  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  applied  towards  making 
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them  fertilo,  rather  than  in  further  impoverishing  them?  or 
wl  I  ether  it  iniglit  not  be  more  profitably  applied  to  mechanical 
occupations,  or  to  domestic  mannfactures? 

In  the  old  coiiu tries  of  Europe,  where  labor  is  cheap  and  land 
dear,  the  object  ia  to  auj^^ment  labor,  and  contract  the  space  on 
which  it  is  employed.  In  the  new  settlements  taking  place  in 
^tbis  country,  the  original  pnieticc  hero  may  be  rationally  pur- 
sued. In  the  old  settlements,  tlie  reason  for  the  practice  in 
Europe  is  becoming  daily  less  inapplicable;  and  we  ought  to 
yield  to  the  cliange  of  circumstances,  by  forbearing  to  wa.-^te  our 
labor  on  land  which,  besides  not  paying  for  it,  is  still  more  im- 
jK)verislied,  and  rendered  more  difficult  to  be  made  rich*  Tlie 
crop  whicli  is  of  least  amount  gives  the  blow  most  mortal  to 
the  8oil.  It  1ms  not  been  a  very  rare  tiling  to  see  land  under 
the  idougli  not  producing  enougJj  to  feed  the  ploughman  and 
his  horBc;  and  it  is  in  such  cases  tijat  tlic  death-blow  is  given. 
The  goose  is  killed,  without  even  obtaining  tlio  coveted  egg. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  rational  principle  in  the  code  of  agri- 
culture, tiian  that  every  farm  whicli  is  in  good  heart  should  be 
kept  so;  tliat  every  one  not  in  good  heart  should  be  made  bo; 
and  that  what  is  right  as  to  the  farm,  generally,  is  so  as  to 
every  part  of  every  farm.  Any  system,  therefore,  or  want  of 
system,  which  tends  to  make  a  rich  farm  poor,  or  docs  not  tend 
to  make  a  poor  farm  rich,  cannot  be  good  for  the  owner;  what- 
ever it  may  be  for  the  tenant  or  super  in  tendant,  who  has  tran- 
sient interest  only  in  it.  The  profit,  where  there  is  any,  will 
not  balance  the  loss  of  intrinsic  value  sustained  by  the  land. 

II,  The  evil  of  pressing  too  hard  upon  the  land  has  also  been 
much  increased  by  the  bad  mode  of  ploughing  it.  Shallow 
]jloughing,  and  ploughing  up  and  down  hilly  land,  have,  by  ex- 
posing the  loosened  soil  to  be  carried  off  by  rains,  hastened 
more  than  any  thing  else  the  waste  of  its  fertility.  When  tbo 
mere  surface  is  pulverized,  moderate  rains  on  land  but  little  un- 
even, if  ploughed  up  and  down,  gradually  wear  it  away.  And 
heavy  rains  on  hilly  land,  plouglicd  in  that  manner,  soon  pro- 
duce a  like  effect,  notwithstanding  the  improved  practice  of 
deeper  ploughing.    How  have  the  beauty  and  value  of  this  red 
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ridge  of  country  suffered  from  this  cause?  And  how  rauch  is 
dne  to  tho  happy  improvODicnt  iritrodiiccd  by  a  m^'^TTiher  of  this 
society,  wliom  I  need  not  name  *  by  a  cultivation  in  horizootal 
drills,  with  a  plough  adapted  to  it?  Had  the  practice  prevailed 
from  the  first  settlement  of  tlie  country,  the  general  fertility 
would  have  been  more  tlian  the  double  of  what  the  red  hills, 
and  indeed  all  other  hilly  lands,  now  pOvSsess;  and  the  scars  and 
sores  now  defacing  them  would  no  where  be  seen.  Happily," 
experience  is  proving  that  this  reme<1j,  aided  by  a  more  rational 
mana*,^ement  in  other  respects,  is  adequate  to  the  purpose  of 
healing  what  has  been  wounded,  as  well  as  of  prct^ervioE^  the 
health  of  what  lias  escaped  the  calamity.  It  is  truly  ^a-atifyinj^ 
to  observe  how  fast  the  improvement  is  spreading  from  the 
parent  example.  The  value  of  our  red  hilli*,  under  a  mode  of 
cultivation  whieh  guards  their  fertility  against  w*nsting  rains,  is 
probably  exceeded  by  that  of  no  uplands  whatever;  and  with- 
out that  advantage  they  are  exceeded  in  value  by  almost  all 
others*     Tliey  are  little  more  than  a  lease  for  year?. 

Besides  the  incstiuiablc  advantage  from  horizontal  plough- 
ing, in  protecting  the  soil  against  the  wasting  effect  of  rains, 
there  is  a  great  one  in  its  preventing  the  rains  themselves  from 
being  lost  to  the  crop.  The  Indian  corn  is  the  crop  which  most 
exposes  the  soil  to  be  carried  off  by  the  rains;  and  it  is  at  the 
Bame  time  the  cro|»  wliich  most  needs  them.  Where  the  land  is 
not  only  hilly,  but  the  soil  thirsty,  (as  is  the  case  particularly 
tliroughoiit  this  mountainous  range,)  the  preservation  of  the 
rain  as  it  falls,  between  the  drilled  ridges^  is  of  peculiar  import- 
ance; and  its  gradual  settling  downwards  to  the  roots  is  the 
best  possible  mode  of  supplying  them  with  moisture.  In  the 
old  method  of  ploughing  shallow,  with  the  furrows  up  and 
down,  the  rain  as  well  as  the  soil  was  lost, 

III.  The  neglect  of  manures  is  another  error  which  claims 
particular  notice.  It  maybe  traced  to  the  same  cause  with  our 
excessive  crojiping.  In  the  early  stages  of  our  agriculture,  it 
was  more  convenient,  and  more  profitable,  to  bring  new  land 
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into  cultivation,  than  to  improve  exhausted  land.  The  failure 
of  new  land  has  long  called  for  the  improvement  of  old  land; 
but  liabit  has  kept  us  deaf  to  the  calL 

Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  continual  cropping  withont 
manure  deprives  the  soil  of  its  fertility.  It  is  equally  certain 
that  fertility  may  be  preserved  or  restored,  by  giving  to  the 
earth  animal  or  vegetable  manure  equivalent  to  the  matter 
taken  from  it;  and  that  a  perpetual  fertility  is  not,  in  itself,  in- 
compatible with  an  uninterrupted  succession  of  crops.  The 
Chinese,  it  is  said,  smile  at  the  idea  that  land  needs  rest;  as  if, 
like  animals,  it  had  a  sense  of  fatigue.  Their  soil  does  not  need 
rest,  because  an  industrious  use  is  made  of  every  fertilizing  par- 
ticle that  can  contribute  towards  replacing  what  has  been  drawn 
from  it.  And  this  is  the  more  practicable  with  them,  as  almost 
the  whole  of  what  is  grown  on  their  farms  is  consumed  within 
them.  That  a  restoration  to  the  earth  of  all  that  annually 
grows  on  it  prevents  its  impoverishment  is  sufiSciently  seen  in 
our  forests,  where  the  annual  exuviae  of  the  trees  and  plants 
replace  the  fertility  of  which  they  deprive  the  earth.  Where 
frequent  fires  destroy  the  leaves  and  whatever  else  is  annually 
dropped  on  the  earth,  it  is  well  known  that  the  land  becomes 
poorer:  this  destruction  of  the  natural  crop  having  the  same 
impoverishing  effect  as  a  removal  of  a  cultivated  crop.  A  still 
stronger  proof  that  an  annual  restoration  to  the  earth  of  all  its 
annual  produce  will  perpetuate  its  productiveness,  is  seen  where 
our  fields  are  left  uncultivated  and  unpastured.  In  this  case 
the  soil,  receiving  from  the  decay  of  the  spontaneous  weeds  and 
grasses  more  fertility  than  they  extract  from  it,  is,  for  a  time  at 
least,  improved,  not  impoverished.  Its  improvement  may  be  ex- 
plained, by  the  fertilizing  matter  which  the  weeds  and  grasses 
derive  from  water  and  the  atmosphere,  which  forms  a  net  gain 
to  tlie  earth.  At  what  point,  or  from  what  cause,  the  formation 
and  accumulation  of  vegetable  mould  from  this  gain  ceases,  is 
not  perhaps  very  easy  to  be  explained.  That  it  does  cease,  is 
proved  by  the  stationary  condition  of  the  surface  of  the  earth 
in  old  forests;  and  that  the  amount  of  the  accumulation  varies 
with  the  nature  of  the  subjacent  earth  is  equally  certain.    It 
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Bins  to  depend,  also,  on  the  species  of  trees  and  plants  which 
bappen  to  contribute  the  materials  for  the  vegetable  mould. 

But  the  most  eligible  mode  of  preserying  tlie  richness,  and 
of  enriching  the  poverty  of  a  farm,  is  certainly  that  of  applying 
to  the  soil  a  sufficiency  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter  in  a  pu- 
trified  state,  or  a  state  ready  for  putrefaction;  in  order  to  pro- 
cure which,  too  much  care  cannot  be  observed  in  saving  every 
material  furnished  by  the  farm.  This  resource  was  among  the 
earliest  discoveries  of  men  living  by  agriculture;  and  a  proper 
use  of  it  has  been  made  a  test  of  good  husbandry,  in  all  coun- 
tries, ancient  and  modern,  where  its  principle  and  profits  have 
been  studied. 

Some  farmers  of  distinction,  headed  by  Tull,  supposed  that 
mere  earth,  in  a  pulverized  state,  was  sufficient  without  manure 
for  the  growtli  of  plants;  and  consequently  that  continued  pul- 
verization would  render  the  soil  perpetually  productive;  a 
theory  which  never  would  have  occurred  to  a  planter  of  tobacco 
or  of  Indian  corn,  who  finds  the  soil  annually  producing  less, 
and  less,  andcr  a  constant  pulverizing  course*  The  known  ex- 
periment of  Van  Helmont  seemed  to  favor  the  opposite  theory, 
that  the  earth  parted  with  nothing  towards  the  plants  growing 
on  it.  If  there  were  no  illusion  in  tho  case,  the  earth  used  by  him 
must  at  least  have  been  destitute  of  vegetable  mould;  for  in  an 
experiment  by  Woodhouse,  a  garden  mould  was  diminished  in 
its  weight  by  a  plant  which  grew  in  it.  And  the  latest  chemi- 
cal examinations  of  tho  subject  coincide  with  the  general  opin- 
ion of  practical  husbandmen,  that  the  substance  of  plants  par- 
takes  of  the  substance  of  the  soil. 

The  idea  is,  indeed,  very  natural  that  vegetable  matter  which 
springs  from  the  earth,  and  of  itself  returns  to  the  earth,  should 
be  one  source  at  least  of  the  earth's  capacity  to  reproduce  vege- 
table matter- 
It  has  been  asked,  how  it  happens  that  Egypt  and  Sicily, 
which  have  for  ages  been  exporting  their  agricultural  produce, 
without  a  return  of  any  equivalent  produce,  have  not  lost  their 
reproductive  capacity.  One  answer  has  been,  that  they  have 
lost  no  small  degree  of  it.    If  tho  fact  be  otherwise  with  regard 
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to  Egypt,  it  miglit  be  accounted  for  by  the  fertilising  lonuda- 
tions  of  the  Nile.  Witlt  re^^ard  to  Sicily,  tliere  may  be  some- 
thing in  the  system  of  hnslmndry,  or  some  particular  local  cir- 
cumstances, which  countervail  the  continued  asportation  of  tht! 
fruity  of  the  soil.  But  it  is  far  more  probable,  that  tlie  Island 
is  less  productive  than  it  once  wa?t.  It  h  certainly  less  of  a 
granary  for  other  countries  now,  than  it  was  when  it  receiTcd 
that  title  from  the  ancient  Romans.  And  its  popnhition  being 
dimiuishcd,  the  internal  consumption  must  also  be  diminished. 
If  a  single  farm  is  rendered  less  productive  by  a  continued  re- 
moval of  its  crops,  without  any  adequate  returns,  no  reason  oc- 
curs why  it  should  not  happen  to  a  number  of  farms  multiplied 
to  the  extent  of  a  whole  country. 

And  that  individual  farms  do  lose  their  fertility,  in  propor- 
tion as  crops  are  taken  from  them^  and  returns  of  manure  De- 
lected, is  a  fact  not  likely  to  be  questioned. 

If  it  were,  Virginia,  unfortunately,  is  but  too  capable  of  fur- 
nishing the  proofs.  Her  prevailing  crops  have  been  very  exhaust- 
ing, and  the  use  of  manures  has  been  particularly  neglected. 

Tobacco  and  Indian  corn,  wbich  for  a  long  time,  on  the  east 
Bide  of  the  Clue  Mountains,  were  tlie  articles  almost  exclusively 
cultivated,  and  which  continue  to  be  cultivated,  the  former  ex- 
tensively, the  latter  universally,  are  known  to  be  great  impov- 
erishers  of  the  soil.  Wheat,  whicli  has  for  a  number  of  years 
formed  a  large  portion  of  the  general  crop,  is  also  an  exhaust- 
ing crop.  So  are  rye  and  oats,  which  enter  occasionally  into 
our  farming  system. 

With  so  many  consumers  of  the  fertility  of  the  earth,  and  so 
little  attention  to  the  means  of  repairing  their  ravages,  no  one 
can  be  surprised  at  the  impoverished  face  of  the  country;  whilst 
every  one  ought  to  be  desirous  of  aiding  in  the  work  of  refor- 
mation. 

The  first  main  step  towards  it,  is  to  make  the  thieves  restore 
us  much  as  possible  of  the  stolen  fertility.  On  this,  with  other 
improvements  which  may  be  made  in  our  husbandry,  wo  must 
depend  for  the  rescue  of  oar  farms  from  their  present  degraded 
condition. 
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Of  tobacco,  not  a  great  deal  more  tlian  one-half  of  the  entire 
plant  is  carried  to  market.  The  residue  is  an  item  on  the  list 
of  manures;  and  it  is  known  to  be  in  its  quality  a  very  rich  one. 
Tlic  crop  of  tobacco,  however,  though  of  great  value,  covers  but 
a  small  proportion  of  our  cultivated  ground;  and  its  offal  can. 
of  course,  contribute  but  ineonsiflerably  to  the  general  stock  of 
inannre.  It  is  probable,  also,  that  what  it  does  contribute,  has 
been  more  carefully  used  as  a  manure  than  any  other  article 
furnished  by  our  crops. 

The  article  which  constitutes  our  priueipal  manure,  i,^  wheat 
straw.  It  is  of  much  importance,  therefore,  to  decide  aright 
on  the  mode  of  using  it.  There  are  three  modes:  1.  Carrying 
it  from  the  farm  yard,  after  liaving  passed  through,  or  being 
trodden  and  enriched  by  cattle.  In  that  mode,  the  greater  part 
of  it  must  be  used,  if  used  at  all;  the  ?traw  going  through  that 
process  being  a  necessary  part  of  the  food  allotted  to  the  cattle. 
To  derive  tlie  full  advantage  from  it,  it  ought  t<:)  be  hauled  out 
before  the  substance  has  been  wasted  by  rain,  by  the  sun,  and 
by  the  wind;  and  to  be  buried  in  the  earth  as  8oon  after  as  pos- 
sible. 2.  Spreading  the  straw  on  the  surface  of  the  ground. 
Many  respectable  farmers  are  attached  to  this  mode,  as  protect- 
ing the  soil  from  the  sun;  and  by  keeping  it  moist,  favoring  the 
vegetation  underneath,  whetlier  spontaneous  or  artiticial;  whilst 
the  straw  itself  is  gradually  decomposed  into  a  manure.  The 
objection  to  this  mode  is  the  loss  by  evaporation,  before  this 
last  effect  is  obtained.  Z.  Turning  the  straw  at  once  under  the 
surface  of  the  earth.  This  would  seem  to  be  the  best  mode  of 
managing  manures  generally;  least  of  their  substance  being  then 
lost.  When  the  grain  is  trodden  out  from  the  straw,  it  is  left 
in  a  state  easily  admitting  this  operation.  Some  difficulty  may 
attend  it,  when  the  grain  is  threshed  from  the  straw,  by  the  flail. 
or  by  the  machines  now  in  use,  neither  of  which  break  the  straw 
snflSciently  to  pieces. 

It  may  be  remarked  witlj  regard  to  this  article  of  manure:  i. 
That  its  weight  is  barely  more  than  that  of  the  grain,  2.  That 
the  grain  is  the  part  which  makes  the  greatest  draft  on  the  fer- 
tility of  the  earth.     3.  That  the  grain  is  for  the  most  part  not 
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consumed  witliin  the  farm.  It  is  found  on  trial  that  a  stalk  of 
wlicat,  as  generally  cut,  including  the  chaflF,  and  the  grains  borne 
l)y  the  stalk,  are  pretty  nearly  of  equal  weight.  The  case  is. 
probable  the  same  with  rye,  and  not  very  different  with  oats. 
The  proportion  of  fertilizing  matter  in  the  straw,  to  that  in  the 
grain,  has  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  brought  to  any  satisfac- 
tory test.  It  is,  doubtless,  much  less  in  the  straw,  which  alone, 
in  the  case  of  wheat,  is  with  us  returnable  in  any  form  to  the 
earth.  This  consideration,  whilst  it  urges  us  to  make  the  most 
of  the  article  as  a  manure,  warns  us  of  its  insufiSciency. 

The  stubble,  and  the  roots  of  the  small  grains,  not  being  taken 
from  the  earth,  may  be  regarded  as  elapsing  into  a  fertility 
equal  to  that  of  which  they  deprived  the  earth.  This  remark 
is  applicable  to  all  cultivated  plants,  the  roots  of  which  are  not 
an  esculent  part. 

An  eminent  citizen  and  celebrated  agriculturist*  of  this  State 
has,  among  other  instructive  lessons,  called  the  public  attention 
to  the  value  of  the  corn  stalk  as  a  manure.  I  am  persuaded 
that  he  has  not  overrated  it.  And  it  is  a  subject  of  agreeable 
reflection,  that  an  article  which  is  so  extensively  cultivated  as 
that  of  Indian  corn,  and  which  is  so  particularly  exhausting, 
should  be  the  one  so  capable  of  repairing  the  injury  it  does. 
The  cornstalk  as  a  fodder  is  of  great  value.  Not  only  the 
leaves,  but  the  husk  inclosing  the  ear,  and  the  cob  enclosed  by 
it,  are  all  more  or  less  valuable  food,  when  duly  preserved  and 
dealt  out  to  cattle.  There  is  no  better  fodder  than  the  leaves 
or  blades  for  horses  and  oxen,  nor  any  so  much  approved  for 
sheep;  the  husk  or  shuck  is  a  highly-nourishing  food  for  neat 
cattle.  And  the  pickings  of  the  stock,  even  at  a  late  season, 
and  after  much  exposure  to  the  weather,  support  them  better 
than  any  of  the  straws.  From  the  saccharine  matter  in  the 
stock,  which  is  long  retained  about  the  joints,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  if  cut  early,  or  before  exposure  to  the  weather, 
into  parts  small  enough  for  mastication,  it  would  well  repay,  as 
a  food  for  cattle,  the  labor  required  for  it. 

*  CoL  John  Taylor. 
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Tlie  great  ralue  of  tlie  cornstalk,  in  all  its  parts,  as  a  fodder, 
was  brought  into  full  proof,  by  the  use  made  of  it^  daring  the 
lat<3  general  failure  of  crops.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  lesson 
will  not  be  suffered  to  pass  into  oblivion. 

But  it  is  as  a  resource  for  re- fertilizing  the  soilT  that  the  corn- 
stalk finds  the  proper  place  here;  and  as  3?uch  it  merits  partieu- 
lar  notice,  whether  it  be  pa.s9ed  tliroiinrh  animals,  or  be  prepared 
by  fermentation  in  the  farm  yard;  or  be  merely  spread  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  tbe  mode  in  which  its  effects  must  be  least 
considerable.  The  same  qualities  wliich  render  every  part  of 
it  nntritioua  to  animals,  render  it  nutritions  to  the  earth;  and 
it  ia  accompanied  with  the  peculiar  advantages — 1.  That  the 
grain  itself  is  mostly  every  where,  and  altoo^cther,  in  places 
distant  from  navigation,  consumed  within  the  (iirrns  producing 
it,  2.  That  as  the  grain  is  in  greater  proportion  to  the  space 
on  which  it  grows  than  most  other  grains,  so  tfie  rest  of  the 
plant  is  in  greater  proportion  io  tlic  grain  than  the  rest  of  any 
other  grain  plant.  The  straw  and  chaff  of  the  smaller  grains, 
as  already  remarked,  arc  in  weight  but  about  one-half  of  the 
grain*  The  cornstalk,  with  all  its  appurtenant  offal,  is  of  less 
than  three  times,  and  if  taken  early  from  the  field,  proba!)ly  of 
not  less  than  four  or  (ive  times  the  weight  of  the  grain  belong, 
ing  to  it*  3.  The  fertilizing  matter  contained  in  the  cornstalk 
is  greater  in  proportion  to  its  weight,  than  that  contained  in 
the  straw  and  offal  of  other  grains  is  to  the  weight  of  the  straw 
and  offal. 

Would  it  be  hazarding  too  much  to  say,  that  where  a  level 
surface,  or  the  mode  of  cultivating  a  hilly  one,  prevents  the 
rains  from  carrying  off  the  soil,  a  restoration  of  an  entire  crop 
of  Indian  corn,  in  the  form  of  manure,  to  the  space  producing  it, 
(there  being  no  other  intervening  crop  not  so  restored,)  would 
replace  the  fertility  consumed  by  the  crop,  and  maintain  a  per- 
petual prodnctiverjess?  Reason,  the  case  of  forest  and  fallow 
fields,  where  the  spontaneous  crop  falls  back  of  itself  on  the 
earth,  and  the  Chinese  example,  where  the  cuUivatcd  crop  is 
restored  to  the  earth,  all  pronounce  that  such  would  be  the 
effect.    And  yet  the  fact  stares  us  in  the  face,  that  cur  most  im- 
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poverisbed  fields,  even  the  most  level  of  them,  owe  tlieir  condi- 
tion more  to  the  crops  of' Indian  corn,  than  to  any  other  crops. 

Tlic  cotton  plant,  wliicli  is  so  extensive  a  crop  in  the  more 
Pouthorn  and  the  South  Western  States^  is  but  little  cultivated 
in  Virginia,  and  scarcely  at  all  in  Ihia  part  of  it.  I  am  not 
able  to  say  how  far  it  is  comparatively  an  exhausting  crop.  But 
it  would  scoin  to  be  more  capable  than  any  crop,  not  wholly 
consumed  within  the  farm,  of  preserving  its  fertility.  The  only 
])art  of  the  plant  carried  away  is  the  cotton  fibre,  or  wooHy 
part,  which  bears  an  inconsiderable  proportion  to  the  other 
parts  in  weight,  and,  as  may  be  inferred,  in  fertilizing  matter 
also.  The  seed  alone,  passing  by  the  boll  and  haulm,  is  of  three 
times  its  weight,  aud  contains  the  diief  part  of  the  oil  in  the 
plant.  In  the  countries  where  cotton  makes  the  principal  part 
of  the  crop,  the  Bnperllunus  seed  m»ist  deserve  great  attention  as 
a  mannre.  Where  the  fields  arc  levels  or  cnltivatcd  in  Iiorizon- 
tal  <lrills,  it  might  go  far  towards  Bupporling  a  continued  crop- 
ping, witliout  a  diminished  fertility. 

The  sum  of  the^e  remarks  on  cultivating  poor  lands,  and  neg- 
lecting the  means  of  keeping  or  making  land  rich^  is,  that  if 
every  thing  grown  on  a  soil  is  carried  from  it,  it  must  become 
unproductive;  that  if  every  tiling  grown  on  it  be  directly  or  in- 
directly restored  to  it,  it  would  not  cease  to  be  productive;  and, 
consequently,  that  according  to  the  degree  in  which  the  one  or 
the  other  practice  takes  place,  a  ftirm  must  be  impoverished,  or 
be  pcrmancutly  productive  aud  profitable.  Every  acre  made 
by  an  improved  management  to  produce  as  much  as  two  acres^ 
is,  in  effect,  the  addition  of  a  new  acre;  with  the  great  advan- 
tages of  contracting  the  space  to  be  cultivated,  and  of  shorten- 
ing the  distance  of  transportation  between  tlie  fields  and  the 
barn  or  the  farm  yard.  One  of  the  Romau  writers*  on  hus- 
bandry enforces  the  obligation  to  an  improving  management  by 
a  story  of  one  Paridins,  who  had  two  daughters  and  a  vineyard: 
when  the  elder  was  married ,  he  gave  Jier  a  third  part  of  the 
vineyard:  notwithstanding  which^  he  obtained  from  two-thirds 
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tlio  same  crop  as  from  tlic  wliolc;  wlieo  bis  other  daughter  was 
married,  he  portiooed  her  with  the  half  of  what  reraaincd,  and 
still  the  produce  of  his  vioeyard  was  undiminished*  The  story, 
short  as  it  is,  contains  a  volume  of  instniction* 

The  plaster  of  i^ypsnm,  tliough  not  a  manure  witliin  tlie  farm 
itself,  lias  been  too  loug  neglected,  as  a  fertilizing  rcsotirco.  It 
is  now  beginning  to  take  a  higlj  and  just  rank  as  such.  Tlio 
proofs  of  its  efficacy  are  as  incontestable  as  the  causes  of  it  are 
obscure.  The  experiments  of  a  very  distingaislied  chemist*^  led 
him  to  the  opinion  that  its  substance  enters  into  the  substance 
of  the  phmt.  Without  doubtiug  the  fact,  it  does  not  snfficicDtly 
account  tor  the  addition  made  to  the  size  and  weight  of  the 
plant,  which  greatly  exceed  the  quantity  of  the  plaster.  It  must 
therefore  have  some  further  mode  of  operating.  Whether  it  be 
by  neutralizing  some  noxious  ingredient  in  the  earth,  one  of  the 
modes  by  which  lime  is  supposed  to  operate;  or  by  attracting 
and  conveying  to  the  plant,  food  from  the  earthy  the  air,  or 
water,  or  by  exciting  the  plant  to  a  more  active  use  of  its  feed- 
ing powers,  whatever  tliey  be;  or  by  its  accretion  assimilating 
to  the  particular  parts  of  plants  on  which  these  powers  depend, 
thereby  augmenting  and  strengthening  those  particular  parts, 
and  enabling  the  feeding  powers  to  give  proportional  augmenta- 
tion to  every  other  part;  whether  by  any  one  or  more  of  these 
processes,  or  by  some  other  or  others  distinct  from  them  all,  the 
growth  of  plants  be  promoted  by  this  mineral,  remains,  it  would 
seem,  to  be  yet  explained.  In  the  mean  time,  a  more  extensive 
use  of  it  promises  mnch  advantage  to  onr  agriculture^  I  take 
it,  however,  that  this  advantage  cannot  be  permanent  without 
making  the  increased  product  of  the  soil  a  source  of  manure  to 
the  soil*  That  the  effect  of  the  plaster  will  be  continued  in- 
definitely, nnder  a  constant  removal  of  the  whole  crop  from  the 
soil,  surpasses  belief.  It  can  scarcely  fail  to  exhaust,  at  length, 
the  productive  powers  of  the  earth*  The  period  of  time  neces- 
sary for  tlie  purpose  may  be  uncertain;  but  that,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  other  mineral  manures,  lime  and  marie,  such  must  sooner 
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or  later  be  the  result,  cannot  well  be  so.  Tlie  effect  of  pulver- 
izing the  eartli  by  tillage,  as  practised  by  Tull,  is  stated  to  have 
been  uninterrupted  crops  of  wheat,  without  manure,  for  more 
than  twenty  years;  which  was  regarded  as  a  demonstration  that 
tillage  was  a  complete  substitute  for  manure.  Supposing  the 
statement  to  be  free  from  error,  the  inference  is  certainly  not 
warranted  by  the  fact.  We  know  that  some  of  our  soils,  not 
naturally  richer  than  the  highly-manured  soils  on  which  Toll 
probably  commenced  his  tillage,  will  bear  a  succession  of  crops 
for  an  equal  period;  and  we  know  as  well,  that  their  fertility 
will  not  hold  out  forever.  How  long  plaster,  whatever  be  its 
mode  of  operation,  will  hold  out,  may  not  yet  have  been  fully 
tried.  But  to  make  it  permanently  successful,  it  will  be  wise 
to  take  for  granted,  that  it  must  be  made  a  source  of  future  ma- 
nure, as  well  as  of  immediate  productiveness.  If  the  crop,  as 
augmented  by  the  plaster,  be  given  back  to  the  soil,  the  soil 
may  be  benefited  more  than  it  would  be  by  tlie  return  of  a  crop 
not  augmented  by  the  plaster.  And  in  this  way  fertility  may 
be  accelerated.  The  restoration  of  a  crop,  increased  by  ordi- 
nary cultivation,  to  the  soil  on  which  it  grew,  would,  I  presume, 
fertilize  it  more  than  the  restoration  of  a  smaller  crop  sponta- 
neously produced;  although  in  both  cases  the  whole  taken  from 
the  soil  would  return  to  it. 

IV.  Among  the  means  of  aiding  the  productiveness  of  the  soil, 
which  have  not  received  merited  attention,  is  irrigation.  In 
scarcely  any  country  does  this  resource  abound  more  than  in 
the  United  States;  nor  is  there  any,  where  there  is  so  little  sen- 
sibility to  its  value.  The  inconsiderable  use  made  of  it  is  chiefly 
by  emigrants,  particularly  Germans,  or  the  immediate  descend- 
ants of  them.  I  have  understood  that  the  market  of  Baltimore 
has  been  much  benefited  in  dry  seasons  by  the  irrigation  intro- 
duced by  exiles  from  St.  Domingo.  For  a  distinguished  proof 
of  the  importance  of  the  practice,  I  may  refer  to  the  fact  which 
has  been  stated,  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  Barcelona,  in  Spain, 
where  a  part  of  the  land  is  under  irrigation,  and  a  part  is  not 
susceptible  of  it,  both  being  otherwise  of  equal  fertility,  the 
part  irrigated  is  of  double  price  in  the  market.  It  is  to  be  noted, 
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indeed,  that  the  climate  is  a  dry  one,  and  that  the  article  culti- 
vated is  Lucerne;  and  this,  a  plant  which,  though  much  aided 
in  its  growth  by  moisture,  is  at  the  eanie  time  remarkable  for 
the  longlh  of  a  tap  root,  and  fitted  by  that,  as  well  as  by  the  al> 
eorbent  quality  of  its  leaves,  to  flourish  in  a  tliirstj  soil  and 
warm  climate.  Our  particular  district  of  country,  abounding 
in  springs,  small  streams,  and  suitable  declivities,  admits  greatly 
of  irrigation;  and  beiug  generally  of  a  thirsty  nature,  the  more 
strongly  invites  the  use  of  it. 

I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  an  error  in  our  husbandry,  that 
oxen  arc  too  little  used  in  place  of  horses. 

Every  fair  comparison  of  the  expense  of  tlie  two  animal?  fa- 
vors a  preference  of  the  ox-  But  the  circumstance  particularly 
recommending  him  is,  that  he  can  be  supported  when  at  work 
by  grass  and  hay;  whilst  the  horse  requires  grain,  and  much  of 
it;  and  the  grain  generally  given  liim,  Indian  corn,  the  crop 
which  requires  most  labor,  and  greatly  exhausts  the  land. 

From  the  l>est  estimate  I  have  been  enabled  to  form,  more  than 
one-half  of  the  corn  crop  is  consumed  by  horses,  including  the 
ungrown  ones;  and  not  less  than  one-half  by  other  than  pleas- 
ure horses.  By  getting  free  from  this  consumption,  one-half  the 
labor,  and  of  the  wear  of  the  land,  would  be  saved,  or  rather 
more  than  one^half;  for  on  most  farms,  one-half  of  the  crop  of 
corn  grows  on  not  more  than  two-fiftbs»  and  sometimes  a  smaller 
proportion  of  the  cultivated  fields;  and  the  more  fertile  fields 
woald  of  coarse  be  retained  for  cultivation.  Every  one  can 
figure  to  himself  the  ease  and  conveniency  of  a  revolution  which 
would  so  much  redace  the  extent  of  his  corn  fields;  and  substitute 
for  the  labor  bestowed  on  them  the  more  easy  task  of  providing 
pasturage  and  hay. 

But  will  not  the  ox  when  kept  at  hard  labor  require  grain 
food  as  well  as  the  horse?  Certainly  much  less,  if  any.  Judg- 
ing from  my  own  observation,  I  should  say,  that  a  plenty  of 
good  grass  or  good  hay  will  suffice  without  grain,  where  the 
labor  IB  neither  constant  nor  severe.  But  I  feel  entire  confi- 
dence in  sayiugf  that  a  double  set  of  oxen  alternately  at  work, 
and,  therefore^  half  the  time  at  rest,  might  be  kept  in  good 
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plight  without  other  food  than  a  plenty  of  grass  and  g:ood  hay. 
And  as  this  double  set  would  double  the  supply  of  beef,  tallow, 
and  leatlier,  a  set-off  is  found  in  that  consideration  for  a  double 
consumption  of  that  kind  of  food. 

The  objections  generally  made  to  the  ox  are:  1,  That  he  is 
less  tractable  than  the  horse.  2*  That  he  does  not  bear  heat 
as  welb  3.  That  he  does  not  answer  for  the  fiinglo  plough  used 
in  our  corn  fields.  4.  That  he  is  slower  in  his  movement.  5* 
That  ho  is  less  fit  for  carrying  the  produce  of  the  farm  to 
market. 

The  first  objection  is  certainly  founded  in  mistake.  Of  the 
two  animals,  the  ox  is  the  more  docile.  In  all  countries  where 
the  ox  ii?  the  ordinary  draught  animal,  his  docility  is  prover- 
bial. His  intractability,  where  it  exists,  has  arisen  from  an  oc- 
casional use  of  him  only,  with  long  and  irregular  intervals, 
during  winch,  the  habit  of  discipline  being  broken^  a  new  one  if 
to  be  formed. 

The  2d  objection  has  as  little  foundation.  The  constitution 
of  tlie  ox  accommodates  itself^  as  readily  as  that  of  the  horse, 
to  different  climates.  Not  only  in  ancient  Greece  and  Italy, 
but  throui^hout  Asia,  as  presented  to  ns  in  ancient  liistory,  the 
ox  and  the  plow  are  associated.  At  this  day,  in  the  warm  parts 
of  India  and  China,  the  ox,  not  the  horse,  is  in  the  draught  ser- 
vice. In  every  part  of  India  the  ox  always  appears,  even  in 
the  train  of  her  armies*  And  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  West 
Indies,  the  ox  is  employed  in  hauling  the  weighty  produce  to 
the  S6a  ports.  The  mistake  here,  as  in  the  former  case,  has 
arisen  from  the  effect  of  an  occasional  employment  only,  with 
no  other  than  green  food.  The  fermentation  of  this  in  flie  ani- 
mal, heated  by  the  weather  and  fretted  by  the  discipline,  will 
readily  account  for  his  sinking  under  his  exertions;  when  green 
food  even,  much  less  dry, -with  a  sober  habit  of  labor,  would 
have  no  such  tendency. 

The  3d  objection,  also,  is  not  a  solid  one.  The  ox  can,  by  a 
proper  harness,  be  nsed  singly,  as  well  as  the  horse,  between 
the  rows  of  Indian  corn;  and  equally  so  used  for  other  purposes. 
Experience  may  be  safely  appealed  to  on  this  point. 
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In  the  fourtli  place,  it  is  allcdged  that  ho  is  slower  in  his 
movcnients.  This  ia  true,  but  in  a  less  degree  than  is  often 
taken  for  granted.  Oxen  that  are  well  chosen  for  their  form; 
are  not  worked  after  the  age  of  alxMit  8  years,  (the  age  at  which 
they  are  best  fitted  for  beof;)  are  not  worked  too  many  together; 
and  are  suitably  matched;  may  be  kept  to  nearly  as  quick  a  step 
as  the  horse.  May  I  not  say  a  step  quicker  than  that  of  many 
of  the  horseg  we  sec  at  work,  who,  on  accoant  of  tijeir  age,  or 
the  leanness  occasioned  by  the  courtliness  of  the  food  they  ro- 
qtiire,  lose  tin's  advantage,  where  they  might  have  once  had  it? 

The  last  objection  liaa  most  weight.  The  ox  is  not  as  well 
adapted  a 3  the  liorse  to  the  road  service,  especially  for  long 
tripp.  In  common  roads,  which  are  often  soft,  and  sometimes 
suddenly  become  so,  the  form  of  his  toot  and  the  shortness  of 
his  leg  are  disadvantages;  and  on  roads  frozen,  or  turnpiked, 
the  roughness  of  the  surface  in  the  former  case,  nnd  its  hardncsa 
in  both  cases^  are  inconvenient  to  his  cloven  hoof.  But  whero 
the  distance  to  market  is  not  great,  where  the  varying  state  of 
the  roads  and  of  the  weather  can  bo  consulted^  and  where  the 
road  service  is  in  less  proportion  to  tlio  farm  service,  the  objec- 
tion is  almost  deprived  of  its  weight.  In  cases  where  it  most 
applies,  its  weight  is  diminished  by  the  consideration  that  a 
much  greater  proportion  of  service  on  the  farm  may  be  done  by 
oxen  than  is  now  commonly  done,  and  that  the  expense  of  slioe- 
ing  them  is  Utile  different  from  that;  of  keeping  horses  shod. 
It  is  observable  that  wlien  oxen  are  worked  on  the  farm,  over 
rottgh»  frozen  ground,  they  suffer  so  much  from  the  want  of 
shoes,  however  well  fed  tlicy  may  be,  that  it  is  a  proper  Riibject 
for  calculation  whether  true  economy  does  not  require  of  them 
that  accommodation,  even  on  the  farm,  as  well  as  for  the  horses. 

A  more  important  calculation  is,  whether,  in  many  situations, 
the  general  saving  by  subf^titutiug  the  ox  for  the  horse,  would 
not  balance  the  expense  of  hiring  a  carriage  of  the  produce  to 
market.  In  the  same  scale  with  the  hire,  is  to  be  put  the  value 
of  tfie  grass  and  hay  consumed  by  the  oxen;  and  in  tho  other 
scale,  the  value  of  the  corn,  amounting  to  one-half  of  the  crop, 
and  of  the  grass  and  hay  consumed  by  the  horses.    Where  the 
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market  is  not  distant,  the  value  of  the  corn  saved  would  cer- 
tainly pay  for  the  carriage  of  the  market  portion  of  the  crop, 
and  balance,  moreover,  any  dilTcrcnce  between  the  value  of  the 
grass  and  hay  consumed  by  oxen,  and  the  value  of  the  oxen  when 
slaughtered  for  l)eef.  In  all  these  calculations  it  is,  doubtless, 
proper  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  rule,  that  farmers  ought  to  avoid 
paying  others  for  doing  what  they  can  do  tliemselves.  But  the 
rule  has  its  exceptions;  and  the  error,  if  it  be  committed,  will 
not  lie  in  departing  from  the  rule,  but  in  not  selecting  aright 
the  cases  which  call  for  the  departure.  It  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  rule  ought  to  be  more  or  less  general,  as  there  may  or 
may  not  bo  at  hand  a  market  by  which  every  produce  of  labor 
is  convertible  into  money.  In  the  old  countries  this  is  much 
more  the  case  than  in  the  new;  and  in  the  new,  much  more  the 
case  near  towns  than  at  a  distance  from  them.  In  this,  as  in 
most  other  parts  of  our  country,  a  change  of  circumstances  is 
taking  place,  which  renders  every  thing  raised  on  a  farm  more 
convertible  into  money  than  formerly;  and  as  the  change  pro- 
ceeds, it  will  be  more  and  more  a  point  for  consideration,  how 
far  the  labor  in  doing  what  might  be  bought  could  earn  more 
in  another  way  than  the  amount  of  the  purchase.  Still,  it  will 
always  be  prudent,  for  reasons  which  every  experienced  farmer 
will  understand,  to  lean  to  the  side  of  doing,  rather  than  hiring 
or  buying,  what  may  be  wanted. 

The  mule  seems  to  be,  in  point  of  economy  between  the  ox 
and  the  horse;  preferable  to  the  latter,  inferior  to  the  former; 
but  so  well  adapted  to  particular  services,  that  he  may  find  a 
proper  place  on  many  farms.  He  is  liable  to  the  objection  which 
weighs  most  against  the  ox.  He  is  less  fitted  than  the  horse 
for  road  service. 

V.  A  more  manifest  error  in  the  husbandry  of  the  older  set- 
tlements is  that  of  keeping  too  many  neat  cattle  on  their  farms. 
As  a  farm  should  not  be  cultivated  farther  than  it  can  be  con- 
tinued in  good  heart,  the  stock  of  cattle  should  not  be  in  greater 
number  than  the  resources  of  food  will  keep  in  good  plight.  If 
a  poor  farm  be  unprofitable,  so  are  poor  cattle.  It  is  particu- 
larly the  case  with  the  milch  cows.   When  the  whole  of  the  food 
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gi?en  them  is  necessary  to  support  a  lean  existence,  no  part  can 
be  spared  for  the  milk  pail.  The  same  food  given  to  the  proper 
inirnlier  will  not  only  keep  them  in  a  thrifty  state,  hut  cnablo 
them  to  ?^upply  the  dairy.  Even  tlie  inauure  froDi  several  poor 
cattle  is  worth  less  than  that  from  a  single  fat  one.  The  remark 
holds  equally  good  with  respect  to  the  hide. 

The  misjudged  practice  in  question  h  another  effect  of  inat- 
tention to  the  change  of  circumstances  through  whicli  our  coun- 
try has  passed.  Originally  the  forest  abounded  in  rich  herbage, 
which  fLMl  and  fatted,  without  expense,  all  the  cattle  that  could 
be  brought  through  the  winter  into  the  spring.  It  was  natural 
at  Uiat  time  to  keep  as  large  a  stock  as  could  be  preserved 
through  the  winter.  For  a  long  time  past,  the  forest  is  scarcely 
aoy  where  a  resomxe  for  more  than  two  or  three  months;  and 
in  many  places  no  resource  at  all.  A  greater  difficulty  is  often 
felt  in  finding  summer,  than  winter  subsistence.  And  yet,  where 
no  inclosed  pasturage  is  provided  to  take  the  place  of  the  ex- 
tinct one  in  the  forest,  the  habit,  founded  in  reasons  which  havo 
entirely  ceased,  is  but  too  generally  retained.  The  same  num- 
ber of  cattle  is  aimed  at,  as  if  the  forest  was  ready  to  receive 
and  fatten  them  now  as  formerly.  The  size  and  appearance  of 
onr  neat  cattle,  compared  witli  those  for  which  nature  or  good 
husbandry  has  provided  suflicient  food,  are  proofs  that  their 
food  is  not  in  proportion  to  their  number;  and  that  where  the 
food  cannot  be  increased,  the  nuniber  ought  to  be  reduced. 

VI.  Of  all  the  errors  in  our  rural  economy  none  is  perhaps 
flo  much  to  be  regretted,  because  none  is  so  diflScult  to  be  re^ 
paired,  as  the  injudicious  and  excessive  destruction  of  timber 
and  firewood.  It  seems  never  to  have  occurred  that  the  fund 
was  not  inexhaustible,  and  tlmt  a  crop  of  trees  could  not  be 
raiaed  as  quickly  as  one  of  wlieat  or  corn. 

Here  again  we  are  presented  with  a  proof  of  the  continuance 
of  a  practice  for  which  the  reasons  have  ceased.  When  our 
ancestors  arrived,  they  found  tlie  trees  of  the  forest  the  great 
obstacle  to  their  settlement  and  cultivation.  The  great  eiTort 
was,  of  course,  to  destroy  the  trees.  It  would  seem  that  they 
contracted  and  transmitted  an  antipathy  to  themj  for  the  trees 
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were  not  even  spared  around  tlie  dwellings^  wliere  tlieir  sliade 
would  liave  been  a  comfort^  and  llioir  beauty  an  ornameut;  and 
it  13  of  late  years  only  tliat  tijese  advantages  have  boon  attended 
to.  In  fact,  such  has  been  the  int'on-si derate  and  indiscriminate 
use  of  tbe  axe,  that  this  country  is  beginning  to  feel  the  calam- 
ity as  much  as  some  of  the  old  eouutrie?  of  Europe;  and  it  will 
soon  be  forced  to  understand  the  difficulty  of  curing  it.  A  vast 
proportion  of  the  farms  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 
and  some  even  on  the  other  side,  have  but  a  scanty  fund  for 
present  use,  and  are  without  a  fund  for  permanent  use.  And, 
to  increase  the  evil,  the  remnant  of  timber  and  fuel  on  many 
farms,  inadequate  as  it  is,  is  left  in  situations  remote  from  the 
dwelling,  and  incapable  of  being  divided  according  to  the  di- 
Tisions  and  subdivisions  into  which  all  the  larger  farms  must  be 
rapidly  forced  by  the  law  of  descents,  the  impulses  of  parental 
affection,  and  otlier  causes* 

It  is  high  time  for  many  farmers,  even  in  this  quarter,  and 
still  more  so  in  the  country  below  us,  to  take  this  subject  into 
serious  consideration.  Prudence  will  no  longer  delay  to  econ- 
omize what  remains  of  woodland;  to  foster  the  second  growths 
where  taking  place  in  convenient  spots;  and  to  commence, 
where  necessary,  plantations  of  the  trees  recommended  by  their 
utility  and  quickness  of  growth. 

I  wish  I  could  more  satisfactorily  estimate  the  proportion  of 
woodland  which  ought  to  belong  to  every  farm,  as  a  permanent 
fund  of  timber  lor  building  and  repairing  houses;  for  fences, 
where  live  or  stone  ones  may  not  be  introduced;  for  wheel  car- 
riages, and  the  other  apparatus  needed  on  farms*  The  estimate 
is  the  more  difficult,  because  it  must  be  varied  according  to  many 
circumstances,  particularly  according  to  the  nature  of  the  8oiI» 
and  the  kind  of  trees  at  once  suited  to  it,  and  to  tlie  uses  to  be 
made  of  them. 

Estimating  the  crop  of  wood  yielded  by  an  acre  at  twenty 
cords,  the  period  of  reproduction  at  twenty  years,  and  the  aver* 
age  number  of  cords  annually  consumed  at  a  firc*place,  including 
the  culinary  consumption,  at  ten  cords,  every  fire-place  on  a 
farm  will  require  ten  acres  for  a  permanent  supply  of  fuel.    For 
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the  other  necessities  of  a  farm,  several  acres  more  ought  to  be 
added. 

An  estimate  in  a  very  sensible  publication,  entitled  "The 
New  England  Farmer,"  makes  seventeen  acres  necessary  for  a 
fire-place.  The  winters  there  are  longer,  and  the  climate  may 
be  less  favorable  to  the  quick  growth  of  trees.  But  their 
houses  are  generally  closer  than  with  us,  to  say  nothing  of  a 
more  judicious  management  than  can  be  enforced  on  most  of  our 
farms. 

To  this  catalogue  of  errors  in  our  rural  economy,  consider- 
able as  it  is,  many,  I  fear,  might  be  added.  The  task  of  pointing 
them  out  I  gladly  leave  to  others,  less  incapable  than  I  have 
Bhewn  myself  to  be  by  the  very  imperfect  manner  in  which  I 
have  performed  the  one  on  which  I  ventured. 


LETTERS. 


TO  M.   M.   KOAH. 

MoKTPiLLijsB,  May  16,  1818. 

Ste, — T  bave  received  yowr  letter  of  the  6tli,  with  the  elo* 
qnent  discourse  delivered  at  the  consecration  of  ttie  Jewish 
Synagogue.  Having  ever  regarded  the  freedom  of  religious 
opinions  and  worship  as  equally  belonging  to  every  sect,  and 
the  secure  enjoyment  of  it  as  tlic  best  human  provision  for  bring- 
ine:  all  either  into  the  same  way  of  thinking,  or  into  that  mutual 
charity  which  is  the  only  substitute,  I  observe  with  pleasure  the 
view  you  give  of  the  spirit  in  which  your  sect  partake  of  the 
blessings  offered  by  our  Government  and  laws. 


TO   PRESIDENT  MONBOfi. 

Mat21,181S. 

Dear  Sib,^ — I  have  just  been  favored  with  yours  of  the  18th, 
enclosing  the  Moscow  document*  I  had  previously  received 
that  written  on  your  setting  out  for  London. 

The  Russian  paper  accounts  for  the  confident  tone  of  Spain 
towards  the  U.  S.,  and  throws  light  on  the  equivocal  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  Spanish  America.  It  corrobo- 
rates, at  the  same  tirae^  the  circumspect  policy  observed  by  the 
Government  of  the  U.  S.,  and  in  which  the  nation  undoubtedly 
concars.  Perhaps  the  most  delicate  point  to  be  decided  awaits 
the  return  of  your  Commissioners.  Their  report  may  call  for 
a  formal  and  full  acknowledgment  of  the  Independence  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  step  be  threatened  with  the  active  resent- 
ment of  all  Europe.  The  character  and  views  of  Alexander  ap- 
pear to  be  more  and  more  wrapped  in  mystery.    It  would  seem 
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that  he  aspired  to  be  the  conservator  of  the  peace  of  the  world, 
in  contrast  with  the  conquering  genius  of  Napoleon,  and  that 
he  mingles  with  this  ambition  a  spice  of  fanaticism,  which, 
whether,  as  often  happens,  it  ends  in  hypocrisy,  or,  on  the  con- 
trary, grows  into  stronger  delusions  of  supernatural  guidance, 
may  transform  the  Saint  into  the  Despot.  Already  he  talks  of 
coercion,  fhough  he  disclaims  the  sword. 

We  have  liere  a  very  remarkable  spring.  It  is  nearly  three 
weeks  later  than  usual,  and  has  been  attended  with  frosts  in  the 
present  month,  which  have,  with  little  exception,  destroyed  the 
peaches  and  cherries,  and  some  other  fruits.  They  have  de- 
prived me,  also,  of  the  best,  though  not  the  largest  portion,  of 
my  wheat.  What  was  of  the  forward  sort,  and  in  the  strongest 
soil,  was  entirely  cut  off.  The  crop  will  come  entirely  from 
new  shoots,  which  will,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
not  yield  more  than  half  of  what  would  otherwise  have  been 
reaped.  The  cold  and  dry  weather  has  given  some  alarm  with 
respect  to  the  corn  fields.  It  is  now  more  than  a  month  since 
most  of  the  grain  was  put  into  the  ground,  and  but  a  small  pro- 
portion is,  in  many  places,  getting  above  it,  with  a  discovery 
that  a  great  deal  of  it  never  can,  and  tlie  season  is  now  much 
later  than  the  usual  one  for  the  last  replanting.  Fortunately, 
the  Hessian  fly  does  not  seem  likely  to  make  its  ravages  very 
extensive,  though  in  particular  fields  it  will  materially  diminish 
the  crop.  The  Lawlcr  wheat,  in  the  main,  sustains  its  invulner- 
able character.  It  has  suffered,  however,  much,  in  common 
with  the  other  kinds,  from  the  peculiar  unfavorableness  of  the 
winter. 

I  hope  you  will  dispose  of  yourself  during  the  summer  in  the 
manner  most  friendly  to  your  health.  As  nature  does  less  for 
us,  we  should  take  more  care  of  ourselves.  We  shall  count,  of 
course,  on  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  all  in  your  transits  be- 
tween Washington  and  Albemarle,  if  the  latter,  as  we  presume 
will  be  the  case,  should  be  the  scene  of  your  relaxations. 

P.  S.  Whether  the  wish  of  Spain  to  obtain  the  mediation  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  our  differences  with  her  proceed 
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from  a  presumed  bias  of  tlie  third  party  in  lier  favor,  or  from  a 
growing  disposition  to  l>ring  about  an  aJjustnicnt  on  fair  terras, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  withholding  our 
concurrence  in  such  an  appeal,  and  none  certainly  as  to  that  of 
doing  it  in  the  manner  least  unconciliatory. 

If  it  be  worth  while  to  invalidate  by  positive  proof  the  state- 
ment of  Toledo,  that  he  was  improperly  countenanced  by  the 
American  Government  during  his  professed  connection  with  the 
revolutionary  party  in  Mexico,  circiimslanccs  have  bc^n  lately 
brouglit  lo  my  knowledge,  coifidenttaUy,  which  make  it  probable 
that  a  statement  to  the  contrary  under  hia  own  hand  is  attain- 
able. How  far  the  dates  of  the  two  statements  might  furnish 
any  room  for  prevarication,  I  am  not  able  to  say.  But  it  is  pre- 
sumable that,  even  if  the  false  one  shoidd  be  of  posterior  date, 
tho  true  one  would  sufficiently  maintain  itself. 


TO  MR*   PAULDIXG,   AT  WASHINGTON. 


D*  Sib,— I  return  your  copy  of  Gideon's  edition  of  the  Fed- 
eralist^  with  the  memorandums  requested  in  your  note  of  the 
16th.  I  shall  take  a  pleasure  in  adding  any  other  circumstances 
wliich  you  may  wish  to  know,  and  I  may  be  able  to  commu* 
nieate. 

The  following  memorandum  complies  with  Mr.  Paulding's 
request  of  the  Itith  instant: 

Tfic  papers  under  the  title  of"  Federalist/^  and  signature  of 
"Pnbliug,"  were  written  by  Alexander  Hamilton,  James  Madi- 
son, and  John  Jay,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1787  and  the 
former  part  of  the  year  1788.  The  immediate  object  of  them 
was,  to  vindicate  and  recommend  tho  new  Constitution  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  whose  ratification  of  the  instrument  was 
doubtful,  as  well  as  important.  The  undertaking  was  proposed 
by  A*  Hamilton  (who  had  probably  consulted  Mr.  Jay  and 
others)  to  J.  M.,  wlio  agrccj  to  take  a  part  in  it.  The  papers 
were  originally  addressed  to  the  people  of  N.  York,  under  tlie 
signature  of  a  **  Citizen  of  New  York.'^    This  was  changed  for 
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that  of  **Piiblius/*  the  first  name  of  Valerius  Publicola,  A  rea- 
son for  the  change  was,  timt  one  of  the  writers  was  not  a  citi- 
zen of  that  State;  anotlier,  that  the  publication  had  diffused 
itself  among  most  of  the  other  States.  The  papers  were  first 
published  at  Now  Tork  in  a  newspaper  printed  by  Francis 
Child?,  at  the  rate,  during  great  part  of  the  time,  at  least,  of 
four  numbers  a  week;  and  notwithstanding  this  exertion,  they 
were  not  compleated  till  a  lar^o  proportion  of  the  States  had 
decided  on  the  Constitution.  They  were  edited  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible in  two  small  volumes,  tlie  preface  to  the  first  volume,  drawn 
np  by  Mr.  Ilamilton,  bearing  date  N.  York,  March,  1788.  la 
a  publication  at  New  York,  in  1810,  entitled  "  the  works  of  A. 
ITamilton,"  is  comprized  an  edition  of  the  Federalist,  in  which 
the  names  of  the  writers  are  erroneously  prefixed  to  a  number  of 
the  papers.  These  errors  are  corrected  in  this  edition  by  Jacob 
Gideon,  Jr.,  which  assigns  to  the  several  authors  their  respec- 
tive shares  in  them. 
MoiVTPELLiEii,  July  24,  1818. 


TO   BENJAMIN   H.  LATROBE, 

MoNTPSLLLEft,  ,Tu1y  24, 1818. 

D*  Srn, — I  have  received  yonr  favor  of  the  8th  instant,  and' 
am  much  less  surprised  at  your  finding  occasion  for  friendly 
criticism  on  one  passage  in  the  paper  to  which  you  refer,  than 
that  you  did  not  perceive  the  occasions  for  them  in  others. 

In  bringing  into  view  Robertson's  explanation  of  the  origin 
of  the  Greenlandcrs,  the  object  which  ought  to  have  been  more 
clearly  conveyed  was  rather  to  lessen  the  weight  of  his  opinion, 
by  pointing  oot  the  inconsistency  between  his  reasoning  and  his 
facts,  than  to  decide  on  the  accuracy  of  the  latter,  as  to  which 
there  was  not,  in  truth,  time,  nor,  perhaps,  means  sufficient  for 
a  full  investigation. 

Robertson  evidently  regards  the  descent  of  the  Greenlandcrs 
from  a  Norwegian  Colony  in  the  9th  century  as  poss{l)(e^  and 
either  that  Colony  or  a  prior  one  as  the  most  proUMe  originij 
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first  of  them,  and  theo  of  tlie  Esquimaux.  Krantz,  whom  lie 
quotes,  and  who  merits  the  praises  yon  give  him,  states,  I  ob- 
serve, the  fact  of  a  Norwegian  Colony  in  the  9th  century,  and, 
in  another  place,  observes  that  there  was  no  evidence  that 
Greenland  had  inhabitants  of  sort  when  first  visited  by 

the  Norwegians.  But  he  considers  it  as  most  probable  that  the 
present  Grcenlanders  arc  derived  from  the  EsquimniLX,  and  that 
the  latter  came  from  Northern  Tartary;  entering  tlie  American 
Continent  on  the  Northwest  coast,  and  spreading  eastward 
over  the  Northern  region  in  which  they  are  now  found-  This 
opinion  is,  at  least,  more  rational  than  that  of  Robertson,  as  is 
Fhewn  by  your  striking  contrast  of  the  Grcenlanders  witli  the 
Norwegians.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  Grcenlanders  and  Es- 
quimaux may,  like  many  other  people,  have  a  compound  origin, 
made  up  of  Samoyedes,  the  nearest  of  the  Northern  Tartars;  of 
Laplanders,  who  were  driven,  according  to  some  accounts,  from 
tlie  coast  of  Norway,  by  their  Gothic  successors;  and  of  Cob 
onics  from  these  last,  facilitated  by  the  interjacent  Island  of 
Iceland?  From  these  different  sources  they  may  have  obtained 
tlieir  Tartar  features,  their  Lapland  stature,  and  their  approach 
towards  Gothic  or  Teutonic  complexions.  Knintz  intimates 
that  their  children  are  born  quite  white,  and  that  when  grown, 
the  red  skins  in  many  faces  appear  through  their  brown  skins. 
He  says,  also,  that  their  noses  are  not  flat,  though  projectiog  but 
little,  and  that  t!ieir  mouths  are  commonly  small  and  round; 
peculiarities  more  naturally  traced  to  a  Norwegian  parentage 
than  to  any  other.  The  subject  is  an  obscure  one,  and  in  itself 
not  an  important  one;  but  is  connected  with  some  interesting 
questions,  which  give  it  a  claim  to  more  investigation  than  will 
probably  be  convenient  to  either  of  us. 


TO  RIOHABD  RUSH. 

Mo»TFiLLi£B,  Jaty  24,  1818. 

Deab  Sib, — ^Tour  two  favors  of  Jan'  14th  and  May  2d  came 
duly  to  hand;  the  former  accompanied  by  the  three  volumes  of 
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Maltlius,  with  a  N"".  of  the  Quartcrlj'  Review,  and  four  volumes 
of  Eustace.  They  claim  many  thanks,  which  I  pray  you  to  ac- 
cept. I  have  not  yet  entered  on  the  latter  work.  I  have  looked 
over  Malthus,  and  think  the  world  much  indebted  to  him  for  the 
views  he  has  given  of  an  interesting  subject;  and  for  the  instruc- 
tive application  he  makes  of  them  to  a  state  of  things  insepar- 
able from  old  countries,  and  awaiting  the  maturity  of  young 
ones.  I  did  not  know,  till  I  was  lately  apprized  by  the  return 
of  a  letter  from  Annapolis  as  a  dead  one,  that  a  few  lines  to  you, 
inclosing  a  small  Bill  of  Exchange  on  Mr.  Baring,  had  not 
reached  that  place  before  you  left  it.  I  now  put  the  Bill  under 
this  cover,  and  must  ask  of  you  to  reimburse  out  of  it  the  cost 
of  tlie  books  above  mentioned,  retaining  the  little  balance  for 
any  addition  to  them  which  you  may  think  worth  sending  across 
the  Atlantic.  I  am  truly  sorry  for  the  trouble  which  the  search 
for  Mr.  Keilsall  has  occasioned  you.  I  hope  it  was  not  pro- 
longed. 

Notwithstanding  the  dark  aspect  of  the  Metropolis,  and  the 
damp  atmosphere  of  the  country  where  you  are,  I  cannot  doubt 
that  you  will  be  indemnified  for  both  by  the  objects  they  will 
present  to  a  discerning  eye.  London  is  also,  perhaps,  at  this 
time,  the  best  political  observatory  for  the  phases  and  move- 
ments of  the  Great  Powers  of  Europe,  which  are  far  from  being 
indifferent  to  this  half  of  tlie  Globe.  As  long  as  those  powers 
remain  in  their  present  confederacy,  the  objects  and  results  of 
every  session  of  tlicir  Congress  will  be  important  to  the  pros- 
pects of  human  society  everywhere.  At  this  distance,  and  with 
our  growing  capacities,  our  fate,  I  trust,  cannot  depend  on  any 
such  contingencies;  but  it  is  much  to  be  wislied  that  our  career 
may  in  no  respect  be  embarrassed  by  interpositions,  of  which 
united  dislikes  and  projects  of  European  Governments  might  be 
capable. 

In  all  that  relates  to  the  transactions  of  the  Government  here, 
and  to  the  communications  from  the  Southern  parts  of  this  Conti- 
nent, you  will  be  informed,  of  course,  from  Washington,  and  in- 
finitely better  than  from  my  retirement.  The  President  has,  no 
doubt,  some  delicate  and  thorny  points  on  hand;  but  his  sound 
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ju<1gment  may  be  relied  on  to  dispo&e  of  tbem  in  the  best  man- 
ner tlioy  will  admit. 

I  tukc  for  granted^  tliat»  if  not  already,  you  soon  will  be  en- 
gaged with  the  Britisli  Government  on  the  subject  of  a  Com- 
mercial Treaty.  I  sincerely  wish  the  negotiation  may  aid  in 
friendly  arrangements  on  fair  conditions.  Bat  I  have  no  doubt 
that  in  the  the  event  of  a  statutory  contest^  the  victory,  or  if 
not  that,  the  conspicuous  advantage,  will  be  on  the  American 
side.  Congress  seem  at  length  to  have  adopted  the  trnc  prin- 
ciplCt  that  as  we  require  nothing  from  other  nations  more  than 
a  real  reciprocity,  we  ought  to  submit  to  nothing  less;  and  from 
the  unanimity  and  tone  of  their  proceedings,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  the  public  mind  here  is  made  up  for  an  inflexible  persever- 
ance. It  will  remain  with  the  British  Government,  thereforOj  to 
estimate  comparative  eflfects  of  the  extremity  to  which  a  mutual 
perseverance  must  lead  on  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
parties.  This  extremity  will  bo  not  merely  an  abolition  of  all 
direct  commerce  between  tlie  U.  States  and  the  British  Colo- 
nies, but  of  all  direct  commerce  between  the  U.  States  and  the 
parent  Country.  The  bulky  exports  of  the  U,  States  for  G, 
Britain  will  go  in  American  vessels  to  Havre,  Amsterdam^  or 
Rotterdam,  whence  they  will  bring  the  returns  of  British  mer- 
chandise; and  British  vessels  will,  at  most,  be  employed  in  the 
Tery  short  transportations  between  those  ports  and  her  own. 
It  is  true,  this  circuitous  interchange  will  be  a  sacrifice  on  both 
sides;  but  it  is  obvious  that  there  will  be  on  our  side  an  increase 
of  navigation,  the  great  object  in  competition;  and  on  theBritish 
Bide,  not  only  a  decrease  of  navigation,  but  a  disadvantage  to 
her  manufactures,  the  raw  materials  for  which  will  go  dearer  to 
her  than  to  her  continental  rivals.  There  will  be  a  diminution^ 
also,  of  the  profits  she  now  derives  from  her  re-exporfatlon  of 
our  proilucts  to  other  parts  of  the  world.  I  cannot  believe  that 
G.  Britain  would  long  make  such  a  sacrifice  to  feelings  sup- 
ported neither  by  reason  nor  interest*  and  unless  she  vainly 
counts  on  a  retreat  here  from  a  policy  now  headed  by  those  who 
alone  heretofore  dissented  from  it,  she  will  see  the  wisdom  of 
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sinking  the  contest  at  once  in  an  equitable  and  amicable  com- 
pact. 


JNO.  RANDOLPH. — [POR  THE   PUBLIC,  IP  FOUND  EXPE- 
DIENT.— J.  M.] 

(In  refereTyoR  to  John  Raivddph^s  assertion  as  to  Florida^  and 
the  aUedged  expression  that  France  tvanted  money  and  must  have 
it.) 

It  may  be  due  to  the  station,  &c.,  to  state,  that  without  un- 
dertaking to  recollect  the  particular  expressions  used  by  mo  on 
the  occasion,  or  remarking  on  the  facility  of  misconceptions  in- 
cident to  transient  conversations,  my  consciousness  assures  me 
that  on  no  occasion,  nor  with  any  person  whatever,  have  I  ever 
attached  to  expressions  used  by  me  a  meaning  that  it  was 
within  the  view  of  the  Executive,  or  of  myself,  to  apply  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  monies  which  might  be  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress in  consequence  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
day  of  or  otherwise,  but  in  a  bona  fide  purchase  for  a  valu- 
able consideration  in  territory;  or  to  purchase  any  territory 
from,  or  pay  the  price  thereof  to,  any  other  than  the  nation  own- 
ing the  territory  and  conveying  the  legal  title  thereto.  I  may 
add  that  this  statement  coincides  with  the  fact  that  no  other 
application  was  ever  contemplated  by  the  Executive,  or  is  au- 
thorised by  its  instructions  given  in  the  case,  as  will,  in  doe 
time,  appear  from  the  ofiicial  records.  I  might  further  add, 
that  it  corresponds  with  the  established  principles  and  senti- 
ments of  the  Executive,  suflSciently  manifest  in  recorded  transac- 
tions considerably  antecedent  to  the  occasion  which  has  sug- 
gested this  statement. 
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TO  JOHN  ADAHS. 

MoiTTTBtLICB,  Angofit  7,  1818. 

Dear  Sir, — Od  my  retam,  two  days  ago,  from  a  meeting  ap- 
pointed to  report  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  a  proper  site 
for  a  University,  I  found  your  obliging  favor  of  the  25  ult, 
\^ith  its  inclosed  copies  of  Doctor  Mayhew^s  sermon*  I  have  read 
with  pleasure  this  symbol  of  the  political  toue  of  thinking  at 
the  period  of  its  original  publication.  The  Author  felt  the 
strength  of  liis  arguDicotj  and  has  given  a  proof  of  his  own. 

Your  remark  is  very  just  on  llie  subject  of  Independence,  It 
was  not  the  offi^pring  of  a  particular  man  or  a  particular  mo- 
niCDt.  If  Mr.  Wirt  be  otherwise  understood  in  his  life  of  Mr, 
Henry,  I  cannot  but  suppose  that  his  intention  has  been  not 
clearly  expressed,  or  not  sufficiently  scrutinized.  Our  fore- 
fathers brought  with  them  the  germ  of  Independence  in  the 
principle  of  self-taxatioii^  Circumstances  unlblded  and  per- 
fected it. 

The  first  occasion  which  aroused  this  principle  was,  if  I  can 
trust  my  recollection,  the  projected  Union  at  Albany  iu  1754, 
when  the  proposal  of  tlie  British  Government  to  reimburse  its 
advances  for  the  Colonics  by  a  parliamentary  tax  on  them  was 
met  by  the  letter  from  Doctor  Franklin  to  Governor  Shirley, 
pointing  out  the  uuconstitutionality,  the  iujustice,  and  the  im- 
policy of  such  a  tax. 

The  opposition  and  discussions  produced  by  the  stamp  and 
subsequent  Acts  of  Parliament  nmke  another  stage  in  the 
growth  of  Independence.  The  attempts  to  distinguish  between 
legislation  on  the  aul^ject  of  taxes,  and  on  other  subjects^  termi- 
nated in  the  disclosure  that  no  such  distinction  existed, 

And  these  combats  against  the  arrogated  authority  of  the 
British  Legislature  paved  the  way  for  burying  in  the  same  grave 
with  it  the  forfeited  authority  of  the  British  Kiug. 

If  the  merit  of  Indepcudence,  as  declared  in  1776,  is  to  be 
traced  to  individuals,  it  belongs  to  those  who  first  meditated 
the  glorious  measure,  who  were  the  ablest  in  contending  for  it, 
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and  who  were  the  most  decided  in  supporting  it.  Future  times 
will  be  disposed  to  apportion  this  merit  justly,  and  the  present 
times  ought  to  bequeath  the  means  for  doing  it,  unstained  with 
the  unworthy  feelings  which  you  so  properly  deprecate. 


TO  ASHUB  BOBBINS. 

MOMTPBLUXB,  Aug*  8th,  1818. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  July  the  17th,  and 
thank  you  for  your  friendly  criticism  on  the  passage  in  the  Ad- 
dress to  the  Agricultui'al  Society  of  Albemarle  relating  to  the 
Theory  ofTull. 

Many  years  had  elapsed  since  I  read  the  work  of  TuU;  and 
I  was  of  course  guided  by  my  recollection,  only  aided  by  the 
references  of  others  to  it,  which  had  occasionally  fallen  in  my 
way.  I  was  very  ready,  therefore,  to  suppose  that  I  had  been  be- 
trayed into  the  misconception  of  his  theory  which  you  intimated; 
and  having  not  found  it  convenient  to  examine  it  throughout, 
still  think  it  possible  that  I  may  have  done  him  injustice. 

It  would  seem,  however,  from  a  glance  at  his  chapters  on  the 
food  of  plants,  on  tillage,  and  on  hoeing,  that  I  was  not  wrong  in 
considering  it  as  a  part  of  his  Theory  that  pulverized  earth  is 
the  food  of  plants;  and  that  you  have  not  sufficiently  adverted 
to  his  reason  for  leaving  and  tilling  the  intervals  between  the 
rows  of  drilled  grain.  The  reason  appears  to  be,  not  that  the 
interval  earth  may  be  untaxed  by  the  growing, crop,  and  may 
be  aided  by  the  other  elements  for  the  succeeding  crop;  but  that 
it  may  enlarge  the  pasture  for  the  growing  crop,  the  roots  of 
which,  like  those  of  Indian  Corn  and  tobacco,  spread  and  feed 
in  the  adjacent  soil  when  opened  for  them  by  the  plough;  the 
benefit  to  the  succeeding  crop  being  found  in  the  better  tilth  re- 
sulting from  the  preparatory  tillage.  It  is,  indeed,  a  question, 
whether  a  fallow  kept  in  a  naked  or  pulverized  state  does  not 
lose  more  by  exhalation  than  it  gains  by  absorption.  In  hot 
climates  and  summer  fallows,  at  least,  this  is  understood  to  be 
the  case. 
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NotwithstaodiDg  the  fundamental  error  whicli  I  bave  ascribed 
to  Till  1 1 1  regard  lum  as  a  great  benefactor  to  the  agricultural 
art.  The  error  was  of  a  nature  to  correct  itself,  it  being  im- 
possible that  continued  pulvcration,  [pulverization?]  without 
manure)  should  not  be  attended  with  diminishing  crops;  whikt 
the  improved  tillage  to  which  it  led  could  not  fail  to  recom- 
mend itself  by  its  good  effects.  His  book  contains,  also,  many 
interesting  facts,  and  judicious  inferences  from  them. 

I  join  you  sincerely  in  the  pleasure  excited  by  the  growing 
taste  for  agricultural  improvements;  and  am  justified,  by  the 
scope  of  the  observations  which  your  letter  contains,  in  num- 
bering you  among  those  most  capable  of  promoting  them. 


TO  GOV*  PLUMER,   (n.   H.) 

MoNTP«LttBB,  Va.,  Aujjr*  10th,  1818. 

Deah  Sib, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in- 
closing a  copy  of  3'Our  last  Met^sage  to  the  Lcf^islature. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  the  motives  to  which  you  have  yielded 
for  discontiouing  your  public  labours  are  sucli  as  to  justify  your 
purpose;  and  I  congi^atulate  you  on  tfie  improved  and  prosper- 
ous circumstances  of  the  State,  under  which  your  retirement 
will  take  place. 

I  must  thank  you,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  kind  interest  you 
take  in  what  concerns  myself.  If  I  can  find,  in  a  review  of  the 
anxious  peri  oris  th  rough  which  we  have  passed,  a  consoling  con- 
sciousness of  liaving  Ijcon  faithful  to  my  trust,  I  am  not  the  less 
bound  to  recollect  the  co-operation  of  those  in  important  sta- 
tions, at  a  distance,  as  well  as  on  tlm  spot,  whose  love  of  Coun- 
try was  commensurate  with  their  talents  for  supporting  its 
rights^  its  honor,  and  its  interests. 

t~  In  anticipation  of  the  Epoch  of  your  return  to  private  life,  I 

offer  my  best  wishes  for  the  health  and  repose  necessary  for  its 
enjoyments,  and  for  the  wcll-chosen  pursuits  to  which  you  mean 
to  consecrate  it;  to  which  permit  me  to  add  assurances  of  my 
high  esteem  and  cordial  respects. 
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TO  JUDGE  PBTEBS,  (PENKS*.) 

MoKTP«,  August  X5,  1818, 

D"  Sm, — ^I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  30th  uU,,  and' 
trouble  you  with  an  acknowledgment  of  it,  for  the  sake  of 
thanking  you  for  the  "Notices  for  a  young  farmer,"  I  do  not 
koow  that  there  exist  any  where  80  many  good  lessons  com- 
pressed into  so  amall  a  space,  and  placed  in  bo  fair  a  light.  I 
have  read  the  little  manual  with  profit^  and  with  the  gratifica* 
tiou  derived  from  its  sanction  to  some  of  the  ideas  hazarded. 
The  discourse  you  omitted  to  inclose  had  been  formerly  re- 
ceived, and  13  preserved  with  the  similar  favors  I  have  from 
time  to  time  had  from  you.  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind 
purpose  of  sending  me  the  4"^  VoL.  to  be  published  by  your  So- 
ciety; but  having  taken  measnj*es  which  will  otherwise  procure 
it,  (the  preceding  volumes  being  already  in  my  possession,)  you 
need  not  be  at  that  trouble. 

I  was  surprized  to  see  that  your  remark  on  the  tendency  of 
the  earth  to  vary  its  spontaneous  productions  has  been  treated 
as  a  fancy,  and  still  more  as  a  heresy.  Equivocal  generation^ 
had  that  been  your  meaning,  necessarily  implies  no  more  thaa 
that  Omnipotence  lias  bestowed  on  nature  greater  capacitiea 
than  is  generally  supposed.  But  the  tact  you  state  requires  no 
resort  to  that  hypothesis,  it  being  well  understood  that  the  earth 
abounds  with  seeds,  grains,  <tc.,  which  remain  for  an  indefinite 
period  without  vegetatiug  or  rotting,  until  circumstances  hap- 
pen to  promote  the  one  or  the  other,  not  J:o  mention  the  varioasl 
ways  in  which  they  are  continually  conveyed  from  one  place  to 
another.  As  to  the  fact  itself,  it  is  beyond  question.  Withia 
my  recollection,  there  have  been  three  or  four  changes  in  the 
spontnneous  herbage  of  our  old,  uncultivated  fields.  The  saaioi 
tendency  is  exemplified  in  the  case  of  trees.  Origiually,  not  a^ 
pine  was  seen  in  our  red  mountain  forests.  Now,  all  our  red 
fields,  long  unplo wed,  are  overspread  with  pines,  as  thick  as  they 
can  grow;  whilst  the  adjacent  grey  lands,  originally  clothed 
with  a  pine  forest,  ai"e  gradually  losing  that  kind  of  trees  under 
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the  depredation  of  a  particular  worm;  and  many  years  may  not 
pass  before  the  oak  and  other  trees,  hither  to  an  undergrowth 
only,  will,  instead  of  a  new  forest  of  pines,  become  the  masters 
of  the  soil.  I  have  seen  it  remarked  as  a  fact  familiar  in  rela- 
tion to  the  French  forests,  cut  from  time  to  time  for  fuel,  that 
the  trees  removed  are  generally  replaced  spontaneously  by  a 
different  species. 

You  seem  to  adopt  the  idea  that  cheat  is  deteriorated  wheat. 
This  is  the  common  opinion,  and  cases  within  ray  own  notice 
make  it  difficult  to  question  the  fact.  Yet  the  conversion  of 
any  plant  into  a  distinct  one,  witli  a  germinating  faculty,  is  much 
akin  to  the  creation  of  a  new  plant  by  what  is  called  equivocal 
generation,  I  had  supposed  that  if  cheat  was  a  degeneracy  of 
wheat,  it  might  be  regenerated  into  wheat;  and  a  good  many 
years  sowed  a  prepared  spot  in  the  garden  wit!i  cheat,  and  con- 
tinuec}  the  experiment  for  five  or  six  years,  taking  the  seed  each 
year  from  the  crop  of  the  preceding  one,  but  withont  any  other 
product  than  unaltered  cheat.  It  is  possible,  nevertheless,  that 
cheat  may  have  been  the  origin  of  wheat,  and  that,  as  in  other 
cases,  it  returns  to  its  savage  state  more  readily  tlian  it  is  re- 
claimed to  its  cultivated  one.  But  even  on  this  supposition^ 
there  is  so  little  in  the  characteristics  of  cheat  indicating  an 
improveableness  into  any  esculent  grain,  that  it  is  not  easy  to 
account  for  the  discovery.  It  would  be  an  interesting  experi- 
ment to  sow  wheat  in  a  parcel  of  earth  sifted  from  every  ingre- 
dient as  large  as  a  grain  of  cheat,  guarding,,  at  the  same  time, 
against  the  entrance  of  any  thing  as  large,  and  keeping  the 
canh  and  the  plant  as  nearly  as  possible  under  the  circum- 
stances whicli  are  thought  to  favor  the  change  of  wheat  into 
cheat.  I  have  requested  a  neighbonring  gentleman,  who  has 
promised,  to  ascertain  the  result  of  such  a  process. 

You  recommend  wheat  with  solid  and  hard  stalks  as  most 
likely  to  resist  the  Ilcssian  fly,  and  reason  seems  to  second  the 
advice.  It  is  contradicted,  however,  by  facts  on  my  own  farm. 
Of  the  several  sorts  I  sow,  the  purple  straw,  which  has  a  hard 
and  stiff  stalk,  is  found  to  be  the  greatest  favorite  of  that  in- 
Bcct;  and  it  is  so  considered  by  every  one  with  whom  I  liave 
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conversed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Lawler  wheat,  which  ia  well 
ascertained  here  to  resist  best  the  ravages  of  the  fly,  has  a  very 
hollow  and  soft  stalk,  all  my  harvest  men  concurring  in  say- 
ing that  it  cuts  almost  as  easily  as  oats.  The  scythe  and  cradle 
are  generally  used  with  us. 

Having  the  pen  in  my  hand,  I  have  indulged  these  remarks, 
which  occurred  while  perusing  your  valuable  little  tract.  You 
will  see  that  they  bear  a  private  stamp,  and  may  be  assured  that 
they  are  not  meant  to  draw  you  either  into  discussion  or  expla- 
nation. 

After  detaining  you  so  long,  I  will  bid  you  an  abrupt,  but  not 
the  less  respectful  and  cordial  farewell. 


TO  JACOB  GIDEON. 

MoNTPSLLicB,  Aug.  20, 1818. 

Sib, — I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
with  the  handsome  copy  of  your  edition  of  the  "Federalist." 
As  this  replaces  the  copy  sent  you,  there  is  the  less  occasion  for 
a  return  of  the  latter.  It  may  be  proper,  perhaps,  to  observe, 
that  it  is  not  the  only  one  containing  the  names  of  the  writers 
correctly  prefixed  to  their  respective  papers.  I  had  a  consider- 
able time  ago,  at  the  request  of  particular  friends,  given  the 
same  advantage  to  their  copies. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  look  over  the  passages  corrected 
by  me;  but,  from  the  care  you  bestowed  on  the  edition,  I  can- 
not doubt  that  in  that  instance,  as  well  as  others,  it  is  free  from 
errors. 


TO  PRESIDENT  MONROE. 

October    ,  1818. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  yours  of  the  27th  ult.    I 
am  very  sorry  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
joining  you  at  the  meeting  of  the  visitors.    We  must  await, 


1S18. 


LETTERS 


111 


therefore,  that  of  seeing  you  and  Mrs.  Monroe  on  your  way  to 
Washington,  and  hope  you  will  set  out  in  lime  to  spare  ns  some 
days. 

The  coramunicatioos  from  Mr,  Rush  are  very  interesting. 
Great  Britain  seems  so  anxious  to  secure  the  general  trade  with 
the  U.  S.»  and  at  the  same  time  to  separate  that  from  the  qucs* 
tion  of  the  colonial  trade,  that  I  fear  she  will  use  means  to 
struggle  againat  a  change  in  the  latter.  1  had  not  understood 
that  the  renewal  of  the  existing  Treaty  was  desired  by  our  mer- 
chants and  ship  owners,  unless  coupled  with  a  reciprocity  in  the 
colonial  trade;  and  had  supposed  that  by  making  the  latter  a 
condition  of  the  former,  it  would  be  the  more  attainable,  espe- 
cially as  it  would  be  more  easy  for  the  British  ministry  to  find 
a  cover  for  the  concession  in  a  mixed  than  a  simple  transaction. 
I  readily  presume,  however,  that  the  official  views  of  the  sub- 
ject are  the  result  of  mucli  better  estimates  than  my  information 
can  famish.  Were  it  practicable,  it  would  be  an  agreeable  pre- 
cedent to  effectuate  a  Treaty  making  no  distinction  between 
colonial  and  otlicr  ports  of  the  same  nation,  as  no  distinction  is 
made  between  our  ports.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  will  ulti- 
mately be  the  case  in  all  otir  Treaties;  but  we  must  move  in 
concert  with  one  great  and  good  ally,  Time. 

It  proves*  as  all  of  us  suspected,  that  the  sanciness  of  Spain 
proceeded  from  lier  expectation  of  being  powerfully  backed  in 
Europe.  The  situation  of  Great  Britain  is  a  little  envious  [?]  and 
not  a  little  perplexing.  She  sees  the  jealousy  of  the  continental 
powers,  ond  endeavors  to  manage  it  by  acquiescing  in  the  pro- 
posed mediation  between  Spain  and  South  America,  and  by  pro- 
testing against  peculiar  advantages  in  the  trade  of  the  latter. 
On  the  other  hand,  she  wishes  to  stand  as  well  as  possible  with 
the  revolutionary  countries,  and  does  not  wish  the  U.  S.  to  be 
ahead  of  her  in  countenancing  them.  It  would  l>e  a  fortunate 
thing  if  she  could  be  prevailed  on  to  unite  with  our  views,  in- 
stead of  inviting  a  union  of  ours  with  hers*  If  she  restricts  the 
mediation  to  an  advisory  one,  a  great  point  will  be  gained  for 
all  parties.  In  every  view,  it  is  very  gratifying  to  find  lier  be* 
come  so  much  disposed  to  meet  the  U.  S.  on  that  conciliatory 
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policy,  for  wliich  they  have  so  long  kept  the  way  open,  and 
which  is  evidently  the  true  interest  of  both  parties. 
YottTB,  respectfully  and  affectiooately. 


TO   PRE3TDENT  MONHOB, 

MOMTPBLLIVR,  NOT,  2B,  1818. 

Dear  Sir, — Tour  favour  of  the  23rd  having  passed  on  to 
Milton,  whence  it  came  back  to  Orange  Court-Housc,  I  did  not 
receive  it  until  yesterday. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  our  proportion  of  shipping  in  the  direct 
trade  with  Great  Bridiin  is  increasing.  It  miist  continue  to  da 
80  under  an  established  reciprocity,  with  regard  to  the  trade 
with  the  British  colonies,  whether  that  be  founded  on  the  ad» 
mission  or  exchin^ion  of  the  .sliips  of  both  countries, 

I  tliank  you  for  the  printed  copy  of  the  documents  relating 
to  our  long  controversy  with  Spain.  It  forms  a  valuable  con- 
tinuation of  the  State  papers^  already  published. 

It  is  pleasing  to  see  proofs  of  the  growing  respect  for  U3 
among  tlie  groat  powers  of  Europe,  whicli  must  be  cliorished 
and  enhanced  by  the  current  developments  of  a  just  and  elevated 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not  [Is  it  not]  worth 
while  to  found  on  this  respect  an  experiment  to  draw  Russia  and 
Franco,  who  particularly  profess  it,  into  our  liberal  and  provi- 
dent views  in  favor  of  South  America.  The  great  work  of  its 
emancipation  would  llien  be  completed  per  saltum;  for  Great 
Britain  could  not  hold  back,  if  so  disposed,  and  Spain  would 
have  no  choice  but  acquiescence. 

The  inrercnee  of  Mi\  Rush,  from  the  circumstances  of  his  last 
interview  with  Lord  Castlereagh,  in  the  moment  of  his  depart* 
ure  for  Aix  la  Chapellc,  is  as  judicious  as  it  is  favorable  to  our^ 
hopes  of  terminating  the  thorny  question  of  impressment.  Th©' 
British  Cabinet  gave  up  its  sine  qua  non,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
a  war  with  us  at  a  crisis  rendering  it  embarrassing  to  its  affairs, 
internal  and  external.    It  may  be  equally  ready  to  obviate,  by 
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anotlier  Fucrifice,  tlie  clanger  of  one  wLicIi  might  be  not  less  em- 
barrast^mg  in  both  respects.  Impressment  and  peace,  it  must 
now  be  evident,  are  irreconcilable.  It  will  bo  happy  if  tlio  ap- 
parent disposition  to  yield  in  this  case  bo  carried  into  elTeet; 
and  it  may  be  hoped  the  same  flexibility  may  be  extended  to  tlie 
case  of  blockades,  which,  io  the  event  of  a  maritime  war  in  Eu- 
rope, would  have  a  like  tendency  with  impressments.  The  re- 
maining danger  to  a  permanent  harmony  would  then  lie  in  the 
possession  of  Canada;  which,  as  Great  Britain  ought  to  know, 
whenever  rich  enough  to  be  profitable,  will  be  strong  enough  to 
be  independent.  Were  it  otherwise,  Canada  can  bo  of  no  value 
to  her  when  at  war  with  us;  and  when  at  peace^  will  be  of  equal 
value,  whether  a  British  colony  or  an  American  State,  Whether 
the  one  or  the  otlicr,  the  consumption  of  British  manufactures 
and  export  of  useful  materials  will  be  much  the  same.  The  lat- 
ter would  be  guarded  even  against  a  tax  on  Ihera  by  an  article 
in  onr  Constitution. 

But  notwithstanding  the  per.^uasive  no  tare  of  these  consider- 
ations^ there  is  little  probability  of  their  overcoming  the  na- 
tional pride,  which  is  flattered  by  extended  dominion;  and  still 
less,  perha|»s,  ministerial  policy,  alway??  averse  to  narrow  t!je 
field  of  patronage.  As  far  as  such  a  transfer  would  affect  the 
relative  power  of  the  two  nations,  the  most  unMendly  jealousy 
could  find  no  objection  to  the  meusiire,  for  it  would  evidently 
take  more  weakness  from  Groat  Britain  than  it  would  add 
strength  to  the  U.  S.  In  trnth,  the  only  reason  we  can  have  to 
desire  Canada  ought  to  weigh  as  much  with  G.  Britain  as  with 
HB.  In  her  hands  it  must  ever  be  a  source  of  collision,  which 
she  ought  to  be  equally  anxious  to  remove;  and  a  snare  to  the 
poor  Indians,  towards  whom  her  humanity  ought  to  be  equally 
excited.  Interested  individuals  have  dwelt  mnch  on  its  import- 
ance to  G,  Britain  as  a  channel  for  evading  and  crippling  our 
commercial  laws.  But  it  may  well  be  expected  that  other  views 
of  her  ti^uo  interest  will  prevail  in  her  councils,  if  she  permits 
experience  to  enlighten  them.  I  return  the  private  letter  you 
enclosed  from  Mr,  Rush. 

Health  and  success. 


VOL.  Ill, 
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TO  MONS*  HYDE  DB  NEUVILLB. 

MoNTPELLiiR,  Dec  9,  1818. 

D*  Sir, — I  have  been  duly  favored  with  your  interesting  com- 
munication of  the  3d  instant.  The  evacuation  of  France  by  the 
occupying  armies  is  a  just  subject  of  the  joy  you  express.  It  is 
an  important  event  in  the  afiFairs  of  Europe;  and  an  epoch  par- 
ticularly so  in  those  of  France.  Her  recovery  of  an  uncon- 
troulcd  will  must  be  gratifying  to  all  who  wish  to  see  nations 
in  full  possession  of  the  independence  belonging  to  them.  And 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  enjoyment  of  it,  whilst  it  gives  happi- 
ness to  your  Country,  may  promote  also  the  reign  of  justice  and 
peace  over  the  quarter  of  the  Globe  of  which  it  makes  so  con- 
spicuous a  part. 

Mrs.  M.  charges  me  with  her  acknowledgments  and  best  re- 
turns for  the  kind  recollections  of  Mad.  de  Neuville  and  your- 
self, and  unites  with  me  in  adding,  that  we  shall  be  happy  in 
any  future  occasion  of  manifesting  our  impressions  to  you  both 
at  Montpelier. 


TO  JOHN  NICHOLAS. 

January  4fh,  1819. 

D*  Sir, — I  received  a  few  days  ago  a  copy  of  your  agricul- 
tural address,  under  a  blank  cover.  Presuming  that  I  am  in- 
debted for  it  to  your  kind  attention,  I  offer  you  my  thanks  for 
the  favor.  I  have  read  your  observations  with  pleasure,  and 
not  without  instruction.  Whatever  differences  of  opinion  may 
exist  on  particular  points,  the  substance  and  scope  of  the  ad- 
dress cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable  and  useful  to  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  subject,  as  all  must  do  who  love  their  Country. 

You  adhere,  I  see,  as  I  do,  to  the  expediency  of  a  tax  on  dis- 
tilleries, combined  with  a  prohibition  of  foreign  spirits.  Its 
advantages,  under  several  aspects,  ought  to  recommend  the 
measure;  particularly  to  the  owners  of  the  soil,  as  an  extensive 
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and  certain'  market  for  tlic  grain  which  Bcems  to  find  the  foreign 
one  more  and  more  limited  and  precarious;  whilst  a  proper  mod- 
ification of  the  tax  would  free  it  frora  most  of  the  objections  to 
excises.  Yet  Buch  is  the  force  of  prepossession,  and  such  the 
charm  of  a  silent  and  gurreptitiou3  revenue  from  the  duties  on 
imports,  that  the  innovation  will  require  both  a  lucky  moment 
and  a  concert  of  powerful  talents. 

I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  the  ox  is  giving  way,  among  your 
farmers,  to  the  horse.  You  will  sec  how  partial  I  am  to  the 
former,  with  the  reasons  which  make  me  bo.  And  I  have  always 
backed  my  argument  with  the  practice,  which  I  knew,  from  a 
conversation  with  you,  to  prevail  in  your  quarter,  I  wish  your 
cxpostuIatioDS  on  the  subject  may  recall  your  brethren  to  their 
true  economy,  and  restore  to  my  rcaBoning  the  sanction  of  their 
example. 

I  cannot,  my  dear  Sir,  take  leave  of  you  without  expressing 
my  unfeigned  concern  at  the  account  you  give  of  your  health. 
I  well  know  that  friendly  sympathies  are  witljout  avail  in  con- 
trouling  physical  maladies,  or  I  should  ardently  dvvt*ll  on  them. 
I  am  equally  aware  that  you  derive  your  consolations  from 
sources  which  do  not  need  the  aid  of  sncli  as  I  could  offer.  I 
restrict  myself,  therefore,  to  the  hope,  which  I  do  not  relinquish, 
that  your  complaint  may  be  less  serious  than  its  actual  symp- 
toms might  suggest;  and  that  a  life  valuable  in  so  many  rela- 
tions may  l/c  long  preserved.  I  pray  you  to  be  assured  that 
the  circle  is  very  small  which  contains  those  who  would  be  more 
sincerely  rejoiced  at  such  a  result  ihan  your  past  fellow-labourer 
in  the  service  of  our  Country,  and  your  present  as  well  as  past 
affectionate  friend. 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON. 

MONTPELLllR,  Fobf  12,  1819. 

Dear  Sin, — T  have  not  been  able  to  learn  a  tittle  of  your 
health  since  I  saw  you.  It  has,  I  hope,  been  entirely  re-estab* 
lished.    I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  the  Report  to  the 
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Legislature  on  the  subject  of  ibe  IjDivcrsUy*  It  does  not  y(^t 
appear  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Governor  towards 
giving  effect  to  the  law. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  have  the  inclosed  forwarded,  when 
convenient,  to  Mr.  Minor?  I  leave  it  open  tliat  you  may  peruse 
the  printed  memoir,  which  the  author,  T.  Coxe,  wishes  you  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing.  It  is  shorty  and  contains  facts 
and  remarks  which  will  pay  for  the  trouble.  He  refers  mo, 
also,  to  an  article  from  his  pen  in  the  American  Edition  of  Rees's 
Cyclopedia,  under  the  head  **  United  St-ates»"  which  I  believe 
he  wonhl  bo  gratified  by  your  looking  into.  I  have  not  seen  it, 
but  understand  that  it  contains  not  only  other  remarks  on  the 
subjeet  of  the  Memoir,  under  the  sectional  head  '*  Agriculture," 
but  a  review  of  the  most  important  translatiooa— ^Morwm  partes 
fuimys. 

The  President  intimates  to  me  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  an 
early  and  satisfactory  close  to  the  negotiations  with  Spain,  pro- 
moted, he  doubts  not,  by  tlio  course  of  events  of  late  date,  and 
the  account  to  which  they  have  been  turned. 


TO   TENCH   COSE. 

MoNTPKLUift,  Febr  12th,  1819. 

D*  Sm» — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  2d  iirstant,  with 
the  printed  addition  to  your  Memoir  relating  to  Cotton.  This 
further  view  of  the  subject  gives  peculiar  force  to  yonr  former 
observatioDSi  and  I  wish  it  may  attract  all  the  attention  which 
is  dne  from  our  public  Councils.  Without  a  just  estimate  of 
her  mnnufacturiug  and  commercial  interests,  as  I  should  under- 
stand them,  Great  Britain  seems  intent  on  supplanting  our  cot- 
ton staple  in  her  market,  and  consequently  forcing  it  into  rival 
markets,  wlience  the  fabrics  made  of  it  will  be  taken  in  return; 
and  into  our  domestic  manufactories,  which  may  prevent  a  re- 
covery of  what  she  may  lose  by  the  experiment.  In  every  view 
of  the  subject,  it  becomes  ua  to  anticipate  a  fall  in  the  price  of 
that  important  portion  of  our  agricultural  products.    Aud  if 
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peace  continues  in  Europe,  as  ought  to  be  the  wish  of  all,  noth- 
ing but  seasons  extensively  ud favorable  can  give  os  an  adequate 
market  for  the  next  greatest  portion,  that  of  our  grain  crop. 
Whilst  the  third,  tobacco,  cannot  fail  to  be  reduced  in  price  by 
the  more  extended  culture  of  it  even  in  our  own  Country,  which 
will  be  accelerated  by  the  reduced  markets  for  tlie  two  other 
great  staples.  These  prospects  merit  general  attention,  and 
SQggest  conclusions  such  as  you  will  draw  from  them. 


TO   PRESIDENT  MONBOB. 

MoiTTPBLLiiR,  F<*bniary  13,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  by  the  last  mail  your  favor  of  the  7th. 
The  death  of  Gen^  Mason,  witli  the  manner  of  it,  is  an  event 
truly  lamentable.  The  only  alleviation  it  admits  is  in  the  hope 
that  its  admooitiong  will  not  be  fruitless. 

The  newspapers  from  Washington  not  having  come  to  hand 
regularly  of  late,  and  other  matters  having  engaged  my  atten- 
tion, I  am  but  partially  acquainted  with  what  has  passed  in 
Congreys  on  the  aubject  of  the  procecdiiigs  in  Florida.  The 
views  of  the  Executive  could  not  certainly  have  been  better 
directed  than  to  tlie  objects  of  shielding  the  Constitution,  si- 
lencing Spain  and  her  allies,  and  turning  every  thing  to  the 
best  account  for  the  nation.  It  will  be  a  most  happy  termina- 
tion of  the  business  if  Onis  should  make  good  the  prospect  of 
the  desired  accommodation  of  our  affairs  with  Spain. 

It  would  be  a  happiness,  also,  if  the  subject,  as  it  relates  to 
General  Jackson,  could  have  an  issue  satisfactory  to  his  feel- 
ings, and  to  the  scruples  of  his  friends  and  admirers.  Mr. 
Adams  has  given  all  its  lustre  to  the  proof  that  the  conduct  of 
the  General  is  invulnerable  to  complaints  from  abroad;  and  the 
question  between  him  and  his  country  ought  to  be  judged  under 
the  persuasion  that  if  he  has  erred,  it  was  in  the  zeal  of  his  pa- 
triotism, and  onder  a  recollection  of  the  great  services  he  has 
rendered. 
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You  have  seen  the  agreeable  result  at  Richmond  to  the  Re- 
port of  the  University  Commissioners.  I  do  not  know  what 
steps  have  been  taken  for  carrying  the  law  into  execution. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  or  of  Mr.  Jefferson  since  the  visit 
of  D'  Euatis  and  myself  to  Monticcllo.  I  mentioned  to  yon  the 
state  of  his  healtli  at  that  time,  and  our  hopes  that  it  would  be 
soon  entirely  restored.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  he  may  witness 
and  guide  the  launching  of  the  Institution  which  he  put  on  the 
stocks,  and  the  materials  for  which  were  supplied  from  his 
stores. 


TO   PRESIDENT  MONROE. 

MoKTPBLLiEB,  Fcbniarj  18,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  13th.  I  beg 
that  you  will  not  think  of  the  pecuniary  subject  until  it  be  in 
every  respect  perfectly  convenient  to  you. 

The  real  sense  of  the  nation  with  respect  to  the  Revolution- 
ary struggle  in  Soutli  America  cannot,  I  should  suppose,  bo  mis- 
taken. Good  wishes  for  its  success,  and  every  lawful  manifes- 
tation of  them,  will  be  approved  by  all,  whatever  may  be  the 
consequences.  The  nation  will  equally  disapprove  any  measures 
unnecessarily  involving  it  in  the  danger  of  a  war,  which  might 
even  do  less  good  to  tlic  Spanish  patriots  than  harm  to  the 
United  States,  or  any  underhand  measures  bringing  a  just  stain 
on  the  national  character.  Those  who  are  most  disposed  to 
censure  the  tardiness  of  the  Executive  in  acknowledging  the 
Independence  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  alone  has  the  appearance 
of  having  reached  maturity,  should  recollect  that  it  was  never 
declared  until  July,  1806,  and  that  it  has  been  rendered  uncer- 
tain whether  the  declaration  would  preclude  a  modified  re-es- 
tablishment of  a  dependent  State. 

The  account  of  Mr.  Rush's  conversation  must  be  founded  at 
least  in  some  egregious  mistake.  No  one  who  is  acquainted 
with  his  good  sense,  his  self-command,  his  oflScial  habita,  and 
his  personal  dispositions,  can  easily  believe  that  he  would  com- 
mit cither  the  Executive  or  himself  in  the  manner  stated,  and 
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8ttll  less  tbat  he  would  bave  withheld  what  he  had  done  from 
jou.  Besides,  what  considerate  citizen  could  desire  that  the 
GovcrnmcDt  should  purchase  Florida  from  such  ae  adventurer 
as  M'^Gregor,  whose  conquest,  if  a  real  one,  could  give  no  title 
that  would  be  alteruiUe^  before  it  should  be  consummated  by  a 
termination  of  the  contest  between  the  parties?  The  purchase 
of  such  a  title  from  sucli  a  quarter  would  have  exposed  the 
United  States  to  the  utmost  odium  as  to  the  mode  of  gaining 
the  possession,  without  any  greater  security  for  keeping  it  than 

^^     would  attend  a  direct  seizure  on  the  plea  of  an  obstinate  refusal 

^B    to  pay  an  acknowledged  debt. 

^^^V  TO  BICHABD   PETEBS. 

^^^B  FeB*22d,  1819. 

^^^^  D*  Sir, — ^I  perceive  that  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  tlie  copy 
of  an  Agricultural  Ahnanack  and  Memorial,  brought  me  by  a 
late  mail,  for  which  I  offer  my  thanks.  Accept  them,  also^  for 
the  copy  of  Mr.  Rawle's  address,  which  you  have  been  so  kind 
as  to  send  me. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  with  your  scheme  of  a  "  pattern 
farm.*'  There  is  no  form  in  which  Agriculture  can  be  so  suc- 
cessfully conveyed.  Nor  is  there  any  situation  so  favorable  for 
the  establishment  of  them  as  the  neighbourhood  of  a  large  com- 
Diercial  city.  The  vessels  going  thence  to  every  part  of  the 
globe  can  obtain  from  our  Consuls,  or  from  mercantile  corres- 
pondents, specimens  of  every  article,  vegetable  and  animal,  which 
deserve  experiment;  and  from  sucli  a  position  the  fruits  of  suc- 
cessful experiments  can  be  conveniently  diffused^  by  water  as 
well  as  by  land.  The  only  objection  likely  to  be  started  is  the 
expense.  But  I  do  not  see  that  even  this  extends  much,  if  at 
all,  beyond  the  outfit,  A  small  proportion  only  of  the  experi- 
ments would  be  a  dead  loss;  whilst  many  would  yield  lucrative 
samples  for  distributive  sale. 

The  subject  of  Mr.  Rawle's  address  is  an  important  one,  and 
he  has  handled  it  with  the  ability  of  which  he  enjoys  the  repu- 
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tatioD.  My  own  ideas  run  raach  in  the  same  channel  witli  liis. 
Our  kiad  reception  of  emigrants  is  very  proper,  btit  it  is  dic- 
tated njore  by  benevolent  than  by  iotereated  coosideralions, 
thoiij^h  some  of  tbem  Beem  to  be  very  far  from  regarding  the 
oVdigations  as  lying  on  their  side.  I  think  he  lias  justly  grad- 
uated^  also,  tlie  several  classes  of  emigrants.  The  cultivators 
of  the  soil  are  of  a  character,  and  in  so  minute  a  proportion  to 
our  Agricultural  population^  that  they  give  no  foreign  tint  what- 
ever to  its  com|>lcxion.  When  they  come  among  us,  too,  it  is 
with  such  a  deep  feeling  of  its  being  for  the  good  of  all,  that 
their  adopted  Country  soon  takes  the  place  of  a  native  home. 
These  remarks  belong,  in  a  considerable  degree,  to  the  Mechan- 
ical class.  The  Mercantile  class  has  different  features.  Their 
jiroportional  number,  their  capital  or  their  credit,  and  their  in- 
telligence, often  give  tliem  pretensions,  and  even  an  influence, 
among  the  native  class,  wliicli  you  can  better  appreciate,  per- 
haps, than  I  can.  They  are  also  less  permanently  tied  to  their 
new  Country  by  tin?  nature  of  their  property  and  pursuits  tlian 
either  of  the  other  classes,  a  translation  of  them  to  another  be- 
ing more  easy.  And  even  after  naturalization,  the  rights  in- 
volved in  their  native  allegiance  facilitate  violations  of  tlie  du- 
ties of  tlieir  assumed  one.  According  to  the  general  laws  of 
Europe,  no  emigrant  ceases  to  be  a  subject.  With  tliis  double 
aspect,  I  believe  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  naturalized  citizens 
among  us  have  found  it  more  easy  than  native  ones  to  practise 
certain  frauds.  I  liavo  been  led  to  think  it  worthy  of  consider- 
ation whether  our  law  of  naturalization  might  not  be  so  varied 
as  to  communicate  the  rights  of  citizens  by  degrees,  and  in  that 
way  preclude  the  abuses  committed  by  naturalized  Merchants, 
particularly  ship  owners.  The  restrictions  would  be  felt,  it  is 
true,  by  meritorious  individuals,  of  whom  I  could  name  some, 
and  you  doubtless  more;  but  this  always  happens  in  precaution- 
ary regulations  for  the  general  good.  But  I  forget  that  I  am 
only  saying  what  Mr.  Rawle  has  much  better  told  you,  or  what, 
if  just,  will  not  have  escaped  your  own  reflections. 
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TO   ROBEET  WALSH. 

Mo3tTPRLUES,  Mar.  2d,  1819, 

1)^  Sm, — I  received  some  days  ago  your  letter  of  Feb^  15^  ia 
wbicli  you  intimate  your  iiiteutiou  to  vindicate  our  Country 
against  misrepreseotations  propagated  abroad,  and  your  dcsiro 
of  information  on  tbe  subject  of  negro  slavery,  of  moral  cbar- 
acter,  of  religion,  and  of  education  in  Virginia,  as  aflccted  by 
the  Revolution,  and  our  pubHc  Institutions. 

The  general  condition  of  slaves  must  be  influenced  by  various 
causes.  Among  these  are:  L  Tfie  ordinary  price  of  food,  oa 
which  the  quality  and  quantity  allowed  them  will  more  or  less 
depend.  This  cause  has  operated  much  more  unfavorably 
against  thora  in  some  quarters  tlian  in  Virginia.  2.  The  kinds 
of  labour  to  be  performed,  of  which  the  sugar  and  rice  planta- 
tions afford  elsewhere,  and  not  hero,  unfavorable  exaraj)les,  S, 
The  natiftnul  spirit  of  tbeir  masters,  which  has  been  graduated 
by  philo!^oj»hic  writers  among  the  slaveholding  Colonies  of  Eu- 
rope, 4.  The  circumstance  of  conformity  or  difference  in  tho 
physical  characters  of  tbe  two  elassf?s;  snch  a  djfl^crencc  cannot 
but  have  a  material  influence,  and  is  common  to  all  the  slave- 
holding  countries  within  the  American  hemisphere.  Even  in 
those  where  there  are  other  than  black  slaves,  as  Indians  and 
mixed  breeds,  there  is  a  difference  of  colour  not  without  its  in* 
fluence.  5.  The  proportion  which  the  slaves  bear  to  the  free 
part  of  the  community,  and  especially  the  greater  or  smaller 
numbers  in  which  tbey  belong  to  individuals. 

This  last  is,  perha[>s,  the  most  powerful  of  all  tbe  causes  de- 
teriorating the  condition  of  tbe  slave,  and  furnishes  the  best 
scale  for  deterniiniug  tbe  degree  of  its  hardship. 

In  reference  to  the  actual  condition  of  slaves  in  Virginia,  it 
may  be  confidently  stated  as  better,  beyond  comparison,  than  it 
was  before  the  Revolution,  The  improvement  strikes  everyone 
who  witnessed  their  former  condition,  and  attends  to  their  pres* 
eut.  They  arc  better  fed,  better  clad,  better  lodged,  and  bet- 
ter treated  jn  every  respect;  insomuchp  that  what  was  formerly 
deemed  a  moderate  treatment,  would  now  be  a  rigid  one,  and 
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what  formerly  a  rigid  oae>  would  now  be  denounced  by  the  pub- 
lic feeling.  With  respect  to  the  great  article  of  food  particu- 
larly, it  is  a  common  remark  among  tbosc  who  have  visited  Eu- 
rope, tljat  it  includes  a  much  greater  proportion  of  the  aniinal 
ingredient  than  is  attainable  by  the  free  labourers  even  in  that 
quarter  of  tfic  Globe.  As  the  two  great  causes  of  the  meliora- 
tion in  the  lot  of  the  slaves  since  the  establighment  of  our  In- 
dependence, I  should  set  down:  1.  The  sensibility  to  human 
rights,  and  sympathy  with  huttian  sufferings,  excited  and  cher- 
ished by  Ifie  discussions  preceding,  and  the  spirit  of  the  Institu- 
tions growing  out  of,  that  event  2.  The  decreasing  proportion 
which  the  slaves  bear  to  the  iiulividiml  holders  of  them;  a  con- 
sequence of  the  abolition  of  entails  and  the  rule  of  primogeni- 
ture; and  of  the  equalizing  tendency  of  parental  affection  un- 
fettered from  all  prejudices,  as  well  as  from  the  restrictions  of 
law. 

With  respect  to  the  moral  features  of  Virginia,  it  may  be  ob- 
served, that  pit'turos  which  liave  been  given  of  them  are,  to  say 
the  least,  outrageous  caricatures,  even  when  taken  from  the 
state  of  society, previous  to  the  Revolution;  and  that  so  far  as 
there  was  any  ground  or  colour  for  them  then,  the  same  cannot 
be  found  for  thcui  now. 

Omitting  more  minnto  or  less  obvious  causes,  tainting  the 
habits  and  manners  of  tlie  people  under  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment, the  following  offer  themselves:  1.  The  negro  slavery 
char^jeable  in  so  great  a  degree  on  the  very  quarter  which  has 
furnished  most  of  the  libellers.  It  is  well  known  that,  during 
the  Colonial  dependence  of  Virginia,  repeated  attempts  were 
made  to  stop  the  importation  of  slaves^  each  of  which  attempts 
was  successively  defeated  by  the  foreign  negative  on  the  laws, 
and  that  one  of  the  first  offsprings  of  independent  republican 
legislation  was  an  act  of  perpetual  prohibition,  2.  The  too 
unequal  distribution  of  property,  favored  by  laws  derived  from 
the  Britisli  code,  which  generated  examples  in  the  opulent 
class  inauspicious  to  the  iiabits  of  the  other  classes,  3*  The 
indoloDce  of  most,  and  the  irregular  lives  of  many,  of  the  estal> 
lished  clergy,  consisting,  in  a  very  large  proportion,  of  foreign- 
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QTB,  and  these,  in  no  iQConsiderable  proportion,  of  men  wilH'^i? 
to  leave  their  homes  in  the  parent  country,  where  their  demerit 
was  an  obstacle  to  a  provision  for  them,^and  whose  degeneracy 
here  was  promoted  by  their  diHtauce  from  the  eontronllng  eyes 
of  their  kindred  and  friends;  by  the  want  of  Ecclesiastical  su- 
periors in  the  Colony,  or  efficient  ones  in  G.  Britain,  who  misrlit 
maintain  a  salutary  discipline  among  them;  and,  finally,  by  their 
independence  botli  of  their  confj^rcgationH  and  of  the  civil  au- 
tbority  for  their  stipends.  4.  A  source  of  contagions  dissipa- 
tion might  be  traced  in  the  British  factors,  chiefly  from  Scot- 
land, who  carried  on  the  general  trade,  external  and  internal,  of 
the  Colony.  These  being  interdicted  by  their  principals  from 
marrying  in  the  Country,  being  little  prone  to  apply  their  leis- 
ure to  intellectual  pursuits,  and  living  in  knots  scattered  in 
small  towns  or  detached  spots,  aflFording  few  substitutcB  of  so- 
cial amnscincnts,  easily  fell  into  irregularities  of  different  sorts, 
and  of  evil  cxamph>.  I  ought  not,  however,  to  make  this  re- 
mark withont  adding,  not  ooly  that  there  were  exceptions  to  it, 
but  that  Lliose  to  wliom  tlic  remark  is  applicable  oftep  combined 
with  those  traits  of  character  others  of  a  laudable  and  amiable 
kind.  Such  of  thera  as  eventually  married  and  settled  in  the 
country  wore,  in  most  cases,  renmrked  for  being  good  husbands, 
parents,  and  masters,  as  well  as  good  neighbours,  as  far  as  was 
consistent  with  habits  of  intemperance,  to  which  not  a  few  be- 
came victims.  The  weight  of  tliis  mercantile  class  in  the  coin- 
inunity  may  bo  inferred  from  tlie  fact  that  they  had  their  peri- 
odical meetiogs  at  the  seat  of  Government,  at  which  they  fixed 
the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  the  advance  on  their  imported  mer- 
chandise, nniversally  sold  on  credit,  and  the  price  of  tobacco, 
the  great,  and,  indeed,  the  only  staple  commodity  for  exporta- 
tion; regulations  affecting  more  deeply  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple at  large  than  the  ordinary  proceedings  of  the  Legislative 
body.  A3  a  further  mark  of  their  importance,  their  influence 
as  creditors  was  felt  in  elections  of  the  popular  branch  of  that 
body.  It  had  the  common  name  of  the  Ledger  interest,  5, 
Without  laying  undue  stress  on  it,  I  may  refer  to  tlie  rule  of  sep- 
tennial elections  for  the  Legislature,  which  led,  of  course,  to  the 
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vitiating  means  to  which  candidates  are  more  tempted  to  resort 
by  so  durable,  than  by  a  shorter,  period  of  power. 

With  the  exception  of  slavery,  these  demoralizing  causes  have 
ceased,  or  are  wearing  out;  and  even  that,  as  already  noticed, 
lias  lost  no  small  share  of  its  former  character.  On  the  whole, 
the  moral  aspect  of  tlie  State  may,  at  present,  be  fairly  said  to 
bear  no  unfavorable  comparison  witl»  the  average  standard  of 
the  other  States,  It  certainly  gives  the  lie  to  the  foreign  calum- 
niators whom  yon  propose  to  arraign. 

That  there  liaa  been  an  increase  of  religious  instruction  since 
the  Revolution,  can  admit  of  no  question.  The  English  church 
was  originally  the  established  religion;  the  character  of  the 
clergy,  that  above  described.  Of  other  sects  there  were  but  few 
adlierents,  except  the  Presbyterians,  who  predominated  on  the 
West  i?ido  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  A  little  time  previous  to  the 
Revolutionary  struggle  the  Baptists  sprang  up,  and  made  a  very 
rapid  progress.  Among  the  early  acts  of  the  Republican  Legis- 
lature were  those  abolishing  the  Religious  eslablishment,  and 
}mtting  all  sects  at  full  liberty  and  on  a  perfect  level.  At  pres- 
ent, the  population  is  divided,  with  small  exceptions,  among  the 
Protestant  Episcopalians,  tlie  Presbyterians,  the  Baptists,  and 
the  Methodists,  Of  their  comparative  numbers  1  can  command 
no  sources  of  information.  I  conjecture  the  Presbyterians  and 
Baptists  to  form  each  about  a  third,  and  the  two  other  sects  to- 
gether^ of  which  the  Methodists  are  much  the  smallest,  to  make 
up  the  remaining  third.  The  old  churches,  built  under  the  es- 
tablishment at  the  public  expense,  have  in  many  instances  gone 
to  ruin,  or  are  in  a  very  dilapidated  state,  owing  clucfly  to  a 
transition  of  the  flocks  to  other  worships,  A  few  new  ones  have 
latterly  been  built,  particularly  in  the  towns.  Among  the  other 
sects,  Meeting  Houses  have  multiplied  and  continue  to  multiply; 
though,  in  general,  ttiey  arc  of  the  plainest  and  cheapest  sort. 
But  neither  the  number  nor  the  style  of  tlie  religious  edifices  is 
a  true  measure  of  the  state  of  religion.  Religious  instruction 
is  now  diffused  throughout  the  community  by  preachers  of  every 
sect,  with  almost  equal  zeal,  though  with  very  unequal  acquire- 
ments; and  at  private  houses,  and  open  stations,  and  occasion- 
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ally  in  such  as  arc  appropriated  to  civil  use,  as  well  as  build- 
ings appropriated  to  that  ii^e,  Tlve  qualifications  of  the  preach- 
ers, too,  among  tlic  new  sects,  where  there  was  (he  greatest  de- 
ficiency, are  understood  to  be  improving*  On  a  general  coai- 
parJson  of  the  present  and  former  times,  the  balance  is  eertain'y 
Tastly  on  the  side  of  the  present,  as  to  the  niimher  of  religious 
teachers,  the  zeal  which  actuates  them,  the  purity  of  their  lives, 
and  the  attendance  of  the  people  on  their  instructions.  It  was 
the  universal  opinion  of  the  century  preceding  the  last,  that  civil 
Government  could  not  stand  without  the  prop  of  a  religious 
estaldishment,  and  that  the  Christian  religion  itself  would 
perish  if  not  supported  by  a  legal  provision  for  it.s  clergy.  The 
experience  of  Virginia  conspicuously  corroborates  the  disproof 
of  both  opinions.  The  civil  Government,  though  bereft  of  every 
thing  like  an  associated  hierarchy,  possesses  the  requisite  sta- 
bility, and  performs  its  functions  with  complete  success;  whilst 
the  namber,  the  industry,  and  the  morality  of  the  Priesthood, 
and  the  devotion  of  the  people,  have  been  manifestly  increased 
by  the  total  separation  of  the  church  from  the  St^te. 

On  the  subject  of  education,  I  am  not  enough  informed  to  give 
a  view  of  its  increase.  The  system  contemplated  l>y  the  literary 
fund  cannot  yet  be  taken  into  the  estimate,  farther  than  as  it 
may  be  an  index  of  the  progress  of  knowledge  prerequisite  to 
its  adoption.  Those  who  are  best  able  to  compare  the  present 
intelligence  of  the  raass  of  the  people  with  that  antecedent  to  the 
revolution,  will  all  agree,  I  believe,  in  the  great  superiority  of 
the  present. 

I  know  not  how  fixr  these  notices  may  fall  within  the  precise 
scope  of  your  meditated  exposition.  Should  any  of  them  do  so, 
I  communicate  them  with  pleasure,  well  assured  that  they  will 
be  in  good  hands  for  a  good  purpose.  The  only  restriction 
I  wish  in  the  use  of  them  is,  that  my  name  may  not  be  referred 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  send  a  copy  of  the  obser- 
vations addressed  to  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Albemarle.  I 
regret  that  they  are  not  more  worthj^  of  the  place  to  which  you 
destine  them,     I  am  not  unaware  that  some  of  the  topics  iutro- 
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diiced  may  be  interesting  ones;  but  they  required  a  derclopnieiit 
very  different  from  that  wliicli  I  gave  them* 

As  you  iutcnd  to  notice  tbe  variance  between  my  Btatemcnt 
and  tliat  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  relating  to  certain  numbers  in  the 
Federalist,  I  take  the  liberty  of  remarkingp  that  independent  of 
any  internal  evidences  tliat  may  be  diseornible,  the  inaccuracy 
of  Mr.  Ilamilton^a  memory  \s  illustrated  by  the  circumstance 
that  bis  memorandum  ascribes  not  only  to  Mr.  Jay  a  paper,  N" 
54,  not  written  by  him,  but  to  himself  a  paper,  N^  64,  written  by 
Mr,  Jay.  This  appears  by  the  statement  (presumed  to  be  au- 
thentic) in  tlie  life  of  Mr.  Jay,  by  Delaplaine.  If  I  have  any 
interest  in  proving  the  fallibiliiy  of  Mr*  Harailton's  memory,  or 
the  error  of  his  atat^mcnt,  however  occasioned,  it  is  not  that 
the  authorship  in  question  is  of  itself  a  point  deserving  the 
solicitude  of  either  of  the  parties;  but  because  I  had,  at  the  re- 
quest of  a  confidential  friend  or  two,  communicated  a  list  of  tlie 
numbers  in  that  pulilication,  with  the  names  of  the  writers  an- 
nexed, at  a  time  and  under  ciretimstances  depriving  me  of  a 
plea  for  so  great  a  mistake  in  a  slip  of  the  memory  or  atten* 
tion. 


TO   THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

MOSTPBLLLBR,  MftFCb  6,  1819, 

Dear  Sm, — Your  favor  of  March  3d  came  safe  to  band,  with 
the  seeds  yon  were  so  kind  as  to  send  with  it 

I  return  Mr.  CabelTs  letter.  I  hope  his  fears  exaggerate  the 
hostility  to  the  University;  though,  if  there  should  be  a  dearth 
in  the  Treasury,  there  may  be  danger  from  the  predilection  in 
favor  of  tlie  popular  schools.  I  begin  to  be  uneasy  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Cooper.  It  will  be  a  dreadful  shock  to  him  if  serious 
diflSculties  shouM  beset  his  appointment.  A  suspicion  of  them, 
even,  will  deeply  wound  Ids  feelings,  and  may  alienate  him  from 
his  purpose.  I  understand  that  a  part  of  bis  articles  are  packed 
up,  to  be  in  readiness  for  his  removal. 

I  liad  noticed  the  liberty  taken  by  the  press  with  my  opinion 
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as  well  as  yours,  as  to  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson.  I  cer- 
tainly never  said  any  thing  justifying  such  a  publication,  or  any 
publication.  In  truth,  I  soon  perceived  tliat  both  the  legality 
and  the  expediency  of  what  was  done  depended  essentially  on 
all  the  circumstances;  and  this  information  I  do  not  even  yet 
fully  possess,  having  not  read  the  documents,  and  part  only  of 
the  debates,  which  give  different  shades,  at  least,  to  the  facts 
brought  into  view.  As  far  as  I  have  taken  any  part  in  conver- 
sations, I  have  always  expressed  the  fullest  confidence  in  the 
patriotism  of  his  views;  that  if  he  should  have  erred  in  any 
point,  the  error  ought  not  to  be  separated  from  that  merit;  and 
that  no  one  could  thoroughly  appreciate  the  transactions  with- 
out putting  himself  precisely  in  his  situation,  I  believe  I  ex- 
pressed, also,  in  a  few  lines  answering  a  letter  from  a  friend, 
my  regret  that  the  question  in  Congress  could  not  take  some 
turn  that  would  satisfy  the  feelings  of  the  General,  and  the 
scruples  of  his  friends  and  admirers. 

The  paper  from  Detroit,  which  you  will  see  is  from  Wood- 
ward, came  to  me  by  mistake,  with  one  directed  to  me.  I  in- 
close it,  as  a  more  certain  conveyance  than  the  newspaper  mail. 


TO   RICHARD   RUSH. 

MoNTPELLiKB,  May  10th,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  looked  over  with  amusement  the  two 
posthumous  works  of  Watson  and  Walpole.  The  former  has 
an  importance  to  which  the  latter  cannot  pretend.  But  both, 
in  drawing  aside  the  curtain  from  the  secrets  of  Monarchy,  offer 
at  once  lessons  and  eulogies  to  Republican  Government.  As 
you  have  in  hand  a  remnant  of  the  fund  from  the  bill  on  Mr. 
Baring,  I  avail  myself  of  your  kindness  so  far  as  to  request  that 
you  will  procure  for  me  and  forward  the  last  and  fullest  edi- 
tion of  the  posthumous  Works  of  Gibbon.  If  the  cost  should 
exceed  the  fund,  let  me  know;  if  it  should  leave  any  little  bal- 
ance, this  may  be  laid  out  in  some  literary  article  of  your  choice 
for  which  it  will  suflSce.    As  you  sent  a  copy  of  what  was  ad- 
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dressed  to  tlie  Agricultural  Society  of  Albemarle  to  Sir  John 
Siuclair,  I  owe,  pc!rliaps,  au  npalo^y  for  not  doing  it  rnysclf, 
haviug  been  favored  with  .several  marks  of  that  sort  of  atten- 
tion from  him.  The  truth  18, 1  did  not  wish  to  attach  to  so  in- 
adequate a  discussion  of  the  suliject  the  importance  implied  by 
regardini^  it  as  wortli  his  acceptance;  and  if  any  unsought  op- 
portunity should  make  it  proper,  you  will  oblige  me  by  intima- 
ting to  him  such  a  view  of  the  omission* 

It  is  ranch  to  be  regretted  that  the  British  Government  Iiad 
not  the  magnanimity  nor  the  forecast  to  include  in  the  late 
Treaty  a  final  adjustment  of  all  the  qaestions  on  which  the  two 
Countries  have  been  at  variance.  A  more  apt  occasion  cannot 
bo  expected,  and  it  must  be  evident,  that  if  not  adjusted  by 
treaty,  the  first  war  in  Europe  will  leave  G.  Britain  no  alterna- 
tive but  an  ungracious  and  humiliating  surrender  of  her  prcten- 
sions,  or  an  addilion  of  this  Country  to  tlio  number  of  her  ene- 
mies. With  regard  to  the  West  India  tradCi  she  is  not  less 
inconsiderate.  Notliing  but  a  retrograde  course  by  Congress, 
not  to  be  presumed,  can  save  her  from  ultimate  defeat  in  the 
Legislative  contest. 

The  President  is  executing  the  Pouthern  half  ofhia  projected 
tour,  and  is  every  where  greeted  witli  public  testimonies  of  af- 
fection and  confidence.  Wliatever  may  be  the  motives  of  some 
who  join  in  the  acclamations,  tlie  unanimity  will  have  the  good 
effect  of  strengthening  the  Administration  at  home  and  inspir- 
ing respect  abroad. 

Our  printed  journals  of  every  denomination  will  present  to 
you  the  perplexed  situation  of  our  monied  and  mercantile  af- 
fairs, and  the  resulting  influence  on  the  general  condition  of  the 
Country.  The  pressure  is  Fcvere,  but  the  evil  must  gradually 
cure  itself.  The  root  of  it  lies  more  particularly  in  the  multi- 
tude and  mismanagement  of  the  Banks.  It  has  always  been  a 
question  with  some  how  far  Banks,  when  best  constituted,  and 
when  limited  to  mercantile  credits,  furnished  set-offs  in  the 
abuse  of  them  by  the  imprudent,  against  tlie  advantage  of  them 
to  the  prudent.  But  there  are  few  now  who  are  not  sensible 
that  when  distributed  throughout  the  land^  and  carrying,  or 
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itlicr  hawking,  tlioir  loans  at  every  roan's  door,  they  Ijccnme  a 
eal  nuisance.     They  not  oaly  furnish  the  greedy  and  unskilful 

rith  means  for  their enterprises,  but  seduce  tlie 

aass  of  the  people  into  gratifications  beyond  their  resources; 
and  these  gratifications  consisting  chiefly  of  imported  articles, 
gt  follows  that  the  entire  Country  consumes  more  of  tliera  tlian 
;can  pay  for.  Hence  the  balance  of  trade  against  it;  hence 
the  demand  on  the  Banks  for  specie  to  pay  it;  hence  their  de- 
mands on  their  debtors;  and  hence  the  bankruptcies  of  both. 
This  is  the  little  circle  of  causes  and  ejects,  which  shew  that  tlio 
Banks  are  themselves  the  principal  authors  of  the  state  of  things 
of  which  they  are  the  victims.  A  better  state  of  tilings,  it  is  to 
bo  hoped,  will  grow  out  of  their  ashes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  policy  of  the  great  nations  with* which 
we  have  most  intercourse  co-operates  in  augmenting  the  tempo- 
rary dilhciilties  experienced.     Whether  it  may  not  in  the  end 
have  a  more  salutary  operation  for  us  than  for  themselves,  re- 
oaius  to  be  seen.     G.  Britain  is  endeavouring  to  make  herself 
adependent  of  us  and  of  the  world  for  supplies  of  food*     In 
lis  she  is  jnstificd  l»y  cogent  views  of  the  subject;  although 
rith  her  extensive  capital  and  maritime  power  she  would  seem 
little  danger  of  being  unable  at  any  time  to  supply  her  defi- 
leiK^;  whilst  the  tendency  of  this  policy  is  to  contract  the 
"range  of  her  commerce,  on  which  she  depends  for  lier  wealth 
and  power.    If  agricultural  nations  cannot  sell  her  the  products 
of  their  soil^  they  cannot  buy  the  products  of  her  looms.     They 
aust  plough  less  and  manufactnre  more.     The  fall  in  the  price 
jfour  wheat  and  flour  is  already  reanimating  the  manufacturing 
spirit,  and  enforcing  that  of  economy.     She  is  endeavouring, 
also,  to  make  herself  independent  of  the  U.  States  for  the  great 
rticle  of  cotton  wool,  l>y  encouraging  East  India  substitutes.  If 
be  pays  that  part  of  her  dominions  for  its  raw  material  by  the 
Bturn  of  it  in  a  manufactured  state,  the  loss  of  our  custom  may 
balanced;  perhaps  for  a  time  overbalanced.     But  a  propor- 
ional  loss  of  onr  custom,  great  and  growing  as  it  is,  must  be 
rtain.     One-half  of  our  ability  to  purchase  British  manufac- 
res  is  derived  from  the  cotton  sold  to  her.    The  effect  of  her 
VOL.  nr.  9 
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India  importations  in  rediiciDg  tlie  demand  and  the  price  of  that 
article  is  already  felt,  botli  in  the  necessity  and  the  advantage 
of  working  it  up  at  Iiome. 

France,  too,  is  making  herself  independent  of  the  U.  States 
for  one  of  their  great  staples*  Before  our  Revolution^  she  con- 
sumed, if  I  rightly  remember^  about  thirty  thousand  hogsheads 
of  tobacco-  Her  market  now  receives  but  a  very  few  thousand, 
and  it  is  said  that  land  enough  is  appropriated  in  France  for 
the  culture  of  the  balance.  If  France  means  to  be  a  commer- 
cial and  maritime  power,  this  policy  does  not  bespeak  wisdom 
in  lier  councils.  She  ought  rather  to  promote  an  exchange  of 
her  superfluous  wines  and  silks  for  a  foreign  article,  which,  not 
being  a  necessary  of  life,  need  not  be  forced  into  cultivation  at 
home;  ^hich  she  will  rarely,  if  ever,  be  unable  to  procure  when 
she  pleases  from  abroad;  and  which  is  well  adapted  by  its  bulk 
to  employ  shipping  and  marines.  The  price  of  this  article,  like 
that  of  cotton,  has  rapidly  fallen,  and  will  contribute,  of  course, 
to  turn  the  attention  here  to  the  obligation  of  substituting  in- 
ternal manufactures  for  imports  wluch  the  exports  will  not  bal- 
ance. Neither  Great  Britain  nor  FranccseemssulSciently  aware 
that  a  sclf-^ubsistiug  system  in  some  nations  must  produce  it  in 
others,  and  that  the  result  of  it  in  all  must  be  most  injurious  to 
those  whose  prosperity  and  power  depend  most  on  the  freedom 
and  extent  of  the  commerce  among  them. 

I  find  myself  very  pertinently  called  oflF  from  speculations 
which,  whether  just  or  otherwise,  cannot  be  new  to  yon»  by  a 
charge  from  Mrs.  Madison  to  present  her  very  affectionate  re- 
gards to  Mrs.  Rush,  with  many  thanks  for  the  repetitions  of  her 
kind  offers.  I  pray  that  my  respectful  ones  may  be  added,  and 
that  you  will  accept  for  yourself  assurances  of  my  great  esteem 
and  unvaried  friendship. 
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TO   J.   Q.  ADA1I8. 

MoKTPELLifs,  May  18,  181!l. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  14th,  in  belialf 
of  Mr.  Cardelli.  Tlie  examples  aad  auspices  alone  uoder  which 
his  request  is  made  entitle  it  to  a  ready  compliance.  And  I 
know  at  present  no  objectioti  to  the  particular  time  at  which  he 
proposes  to  make  his  visit. 

Mrs.  Madison  is  very  tliankFul  to  Mrs,  Adams  for  the  kind 
expressions  you  convey  from  Iier,  and  charges  me  to  offer  a  cor- 
ial  return  of  them*  I  beg  that  I  may  he  respectfully  prcsenfcd, 
also,  and  that  you  will  accept  for  yourself  assurances  of  my  high 
esteem  and  sincere  regard. 
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TO   WILLIAM   KING. 

Sir, — I  have  received  yours  of  the  10th,  requesting  an  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  A^irginia  in  reference  to  the  separation  of 
Kentucky  into  an  Independent  State. 

Not  l»eing  able  to  recur  to  llie  early  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
lature on  that  subject,  I  can  only  give  tlie  substance  of  what 
was  done  on  it. 

As  soon  as  it  was  understood  to  be  the  wish  of  the  people  of 
Kentucky,  which  had  previously  been  formed  into  a  separate 
District,  that  it  should  become  a  co-ordinate  State,  and  that  tlio 
only  proper  question  related  to  the  time  for  it,  the  Legislature 
submitted  the  question  to  a  conveutioDj  to  be  chosen  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District,  specifying,  at  the  same  time,  conditions  on 
which  the  event  should  take  place. 

The  consideration  of  tlie  subject,  and  of  the  conditions  equi- 
table between  the  parties,  was  prolonged  for  several  years.  The 
^nal  act  of  Virginia,  which  led  to  the  contemplated  result,  was 
passed  near  the  close  of  the  year  1789.  It  provided  for  a  Con- 
vention, to  be  elected  by  the  free  male  inhabitants,  with  full 
power  to  determine  whether  it  be  expedient  for,  and  the  will  of, 
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the  good  people  of  the  said  District  that  the  same  be  erected 
into  an  Independent  State. 

The  principal  conditions  proposed  were,  that  all  private  rights 
to  land  within  the  new  State,  derived  from  the  laws  of  Virginia, 
should  remain  valid,  and  be  determined  by  the  laws  then  exist- 
ing; that  the  lands,  reciprocally,  of  non-resident  proprietors 
should  not  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents,  nor  be  sub- 
jected, within  six  years  after  the  admission  of  the  new  State 
into  the  Union,  to  forfeiture  or  other  penalty,  by  neglect  of  cul- 
tivation or  improvement;  that  no  grant  of  land  be  made  by  the 
new  State  interfering  with  a  grant issued  by  Vir- 
ginia, and  located  prior  to  September,  1791,  on  land  within 
Kentucky  liable  thereto  at  the  passage  of  the  law;  that  unlo- 
cated  lands  within  Kentucky,  standing  appropriated  by  Virginia 
to  individuals  for  military  or  other  services,  should  remain  sub- 
ject to  her  disposal  until  May,  1792;  the  residue  of  the  lands 
to  l)e  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  new  State;  that  in  case  of 
disagreement  as  to  the  meaning  of  tlicse  articles,  it  should  be 
settled  by  six  commissioners,  two  to  be  chosen  by  each  of  the 
parties,  and  the  others  by  them;  that  tlie  Convention  of  Ken- 
tucky might  fix  a  day  posterior  to  November,  1791,  at  which 
the  autliority  of  Virginia  should  cease;  provided,  that  prior 
thereto.  Congress  should  assent  to  the  separation,  and  the  ad- 
mission of  the  new  State  into  the  Union. 

To  prevent  an  interval  of  anarchy,  it  was  declared  that  the 
Convention  to  decide  on  the  separation  was  to  be  understood 
as  having  authority  to  take  provisional  measures  for  the  choice 
and  meeting  of  another  Convention,  with  full  power  to  establish 
a  Constitution  for  the  new  State. 

I  regret.  Sir,  that,  for  the  reason  mentioned,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  furnisli  more  precisely  the  course  pursued  in  the  prece- 
dent of  a  voluntary  separation  of  two  parts  of  the  same  commu- 
nity into  an  equal  independence  of  each  other,  which  I  should 
otherwise  have  done  with  pleasure.  And  from  the  tenor  of  your 
letter,  I  infer  that  this  early  answer  would  be  preferred  to  the 
delay  of  a  fuller  one. 
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TO  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

MoNTPKLUKB,  June  7,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  in- 
Btant,  On  recurriDg  to  my  papers  for  the  information  it  re- 
quests, I  find  tlmt  tlie  speech  of  CoL  HaiuiUon,  in  the  CoDven- 
tio0  of  1787»  in  the  course  of  which  he  read  a  sketch  of  a  plan 
of  Government  for  the  United  States,  was  delivered  on  the  IStli 
of  June;  the  subject  of  debate  being  a  resolution  proposed  by 
Mr.  Dickinson,  *'that  the  Articles  of  Confederation  ought  to  be 
revised  and  amended,  so  as  to  render  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  adequate  to  the  exigencies,  the  preservation,  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  Union." 


TO   ROBERT  J,   EVANS,  (AUTaOK  OP    TUB  PIECES   PUBLISHED 
UNDER  THE  NAME   OP   BENJAMIN   RUSH.) 

MOMTPRLLIEB,  JuTie   15,   iHlU. 

'Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  request* 
ing  such  hints  as  may  have  occurred  to  me  on  the  subject  of  an 
eventual  extinguishment  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 

Not  doubting  the  purity  of  yoar  views,  and  relying  on  the 
discretion  by  which  they  will  bo  regulated,  I  cannot  refuse  such 
a  compliance  as  will,  at  least,  manifest  ray  respect  for  the  object 
of  your  undertaking. 

A  general  emancipation  of  slaves  ought  to  be^ — 1,  Gradual. 
2.  Equitable,  and  satisfactory  to  the  individuals  immediately 
concerned.  3.  Consistent  with  the  existing  and  durable  preju- 
dices of  the  nation. 

That  it  ought  like  remedies  for  other  deep-rooted  and  wide- 
spread evils,  to  be  gradual,  is  so  obvious,  that  there  seems  to 
be  no  difference  of  opinion  on  that  point. 

To  be  equitable  and  satisfactory,  the  consent  of  both  the  mas- 
tar  and  the  slave  should  be  obtained.  That  of  the  master  will 
require  a  provi?inn  in  the  plan  for  compensating  a  loss  of  wliat 
he  held  as  property,  guarantied  by  the  laws,  and  recognised  by 
the  Constitution.  That  of  the  slave,  requires  that  his  condition 
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in  a  Atate  of  freedom  be  preferalile,  in  liis  own  estimation,  to 
his  aclunl  ono  in  a  state  of  bondage. 

To  be  consiatent  with  existing  and  probably  uoalt€rable  pre- 
judices in  the  United  States,  the  freed  blacks  onght  to  be  per- 
nmnently  removed  beyond  the  region  occupied  by,  or  allott-ed 
to,  a  white  population.  The  objections  to  a  thorough  incorpo- 
ration of  the  two  people  are^  with  most  of  the  whites,  insuper- 
able: and  arc  admitted  bj  all  of  thcra  to  be  very  powerful.  If 
the  blacks,  strongly  marked  as  they  arc  by  physical  and  last- 
ing peculiarities,  be  retained  amid  the  whites,  under  the  degra- 
ding privation  of  equal  rij^hts,  political  or  social,  they  must  be 
always  dissatisfied  with  their  condition,  as  a  change  only  from 
one  to  another  species  of  oppression;  always  secretly  confeder- 
ated against  the  ruling  and  privileged  class;  and  always  uncon- 
trolled  by  some  of  the  mo.^t  cogent  motives  to  moral  and  re- 
spectable conduct.  Tlic  character  of  the  free  blacks,  even  where 
Tlieir  lesjnl  condition  is  least  affected  by  their  colour,  seems  to 
put  these  truths  beyond  queslian.  It  is  material,  also,  that  the 
removal  of  the  blacks  be  to  a  distance  precluding  the  jealousies 
and  lioiatilitics  to  be  apprehended  from  a  neighbouring  people, 
stimulated  liy  the  contempt  known  to  be  entertained  for  their 
peculiar  features;  to  say  nothing  of  their  vindictive  recollec- 
tions, or  the  predatory  propensities  which  their  state  of  society 
might  foster.  Nor  is  it  fair,  in  estimating  tlic  danger  of  collis- 
ions witli  the  whites,  to  charge  it  wholly  on  the  side  of  the 
blacks.  There  would  be  reciprocal  antipathies  doubling  the 
danger. 

The  colonizing  plan  on  foot  has,  as  far  as  it  extends,  a  due 
regard  to  these  requisites;  with  the  additional  object  of  bestow- 
ing new  Vdessings,  civil  and  religious,  on  the  quarter  of  the 
Globe  most  in  need  of  them.  The  Society  proposes  to  trans- 
port to  the  African  coast  all  free  and  freed  blacks  who  may  bo 
willing  to  remove  thither;  to  provide  by  fair  means,  and,  it  is 
nndcrstood,  with  a  prospect  of  success,  a  suitable  territory  for 
their  reception;  and  to  initiate  them  into  such  an  establishment 
OS  may  gradually  and  indefinitely  expand  itself. 

The  experiment,  under  lliis  view  of  it,  merits  encouragement 
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from  all  who  regard  slavery  as  an  evil^  who  wish  to  see  it  di- 
minished and  abolished  by  peaceable  and  just  means,  aod  who 
have  tliemselves  no  better  mode  to  propose.  Those  who  have 
most  doubted  the  success  of  the  experiment  must^  at  least,  have 
wished  to  find  themselves  in  an  error. 

But  the  views  of  the  Society  are  limited  to  the  case  of  blacks 
already  free,  or  who  may  be  grafuUomJy  emancipated.  To  pro- 
vide a  commensurate  remedy  for  the  evil,  the  plan  mnst  be  ex- 
tended to  the  great  mass  of  blacks,  and  most  embrace  a  fund 
sufficient  to  induce  the  master,  as  well  as  the  slave,  to  concur  in 
it.  Without  the  concurrence  of  the  master,  the  benefit  will  be 
very  limited  as  it  relates  to  the  negroes,  and  essentially  defec- 
tive as  it  relates  to  the  United  States;  and  the  concurrence  of 
masters  must,  for  the  most  part,  be  obtained  by  purchase. 

Can  it  be  hoped  that  voluntary  contributions,  however  ade- 
quate to  an  auspicious  couimencement,  will  supply  the  sums  ne- 
cessary to  such  an  enlargement  of  the  remedy?  May  not  an- 
other question  be  asked?  Would  it  be  reasonable  to  throw  so 
great  a  burden  on  the  individuals  distiuguished  by  their  philan- 
thropy and  patriotism? 

The  object  to  be  obtained,  as  an  object  of  humanity,  appeals 
alike  to  all;  as  a  national  object,  it  claims  the  interposition  of 
the  nation.  It  is  the  nation  which  is  to  reap  the  benctit.  The 
nation,  therefore,  ought  to  bear  the  burden. 

Must,  theu,  the  enormous  sums  required  to  pay  for,  to  trans- 
port, and  to  establish  in  a  foreign  land,  all  the  slaves  in  the 
United  States,  as  their  masters  may  be  willing  to  part  with 
them,  be  (axed  on  the  good  i>eople  of  the  United  States,  or  be 
obtained  by  loans,  swelling  the  public  debt  to  a  size  pregnant 
with  evils  next  in  degree  to  those  of  slavery  itself? 

Happily,  it  is  not  necessary  to  answer  this  question  by  re- 
marking, that  if  slavery,  os  a  national  evil,  is  to  be  abolished, 
and  it  be  just  that  it  be  done  at  the  national  expense,  the  amount 
of  the  expense  is  not  a  paramount  consideration.  It  is  the  pe- 
culiar fortune,  or,  rather,  a  providential  blessing  of  the  United 
States,  to  possess  a  resource  commensurate  to  this  great  object, 
without  taxes  on  the  people,  or  even  an  increase  of  the  public 
debt. 
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I  allude  to  the  vacant  territory,  the  extent  of  which  is  so  vast, 
and  the  vendible  value  of  which  is  so  well  ascertained. 

Supposing  the  number  of  slaves  to  be  1,500,000,  and  their 
price  to  average  400  dollars,  the  cost  of  the  whole  would  be 
600  millions  of  dollars.  These  estimates  are  probably  beyond 
the  fact;  and  from  the  number  of  slaves  should  be  deducted:  1. 
Those  whom  their  masters  would  not  part  with.  2.  Those  who 
may  be  gratuitously  set  free  by  their  masters.  3.  Those  ac^ 
quiring  freedom  under  emancipating  regulations  of  the  States. 
4.  Tliose  preferring  slavery  wliero  they  are  to  freedom  in  an 
African  settlement.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
the  expense  of  removal  and  settlement  is  not  included  in  the 
estimated  sum;  and  that  an  increase  of  the  slaves  will  be 
going  on  during  the  period  required  for  the  execution  of  the 
plan. 

On  the  whole,  the  aggregate  sum  needed  may  be  stated  at 
about  six  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 

This  will  require  200  millions  of  acres,  at  three  dollars  per 
acre;  or  300  millions  at  two  dollars  per  acre;  a  quantity  which, 
though  great  in  itself,  is  perhaps  not  a  third  part  of  the  disposa- 
ble territory  belonging  to  the  United  States.  And  to  what  ob- 
ject so  good,  so  great,  a«d  so  glorious,  could  that  peculiar  fund 
of  wealth  be  appropriated?  Whilst  the  sale  of  territory  would^ 
on  one  hand,  be  planting  one  desert  with  a  free  and  civilized 
people,  it  would,  on  the  other,  be  giving  freedom  to  another  peo- 
ple, and  filling  with  them  another  desert.  And  if  in  any  in- 
stances wrong  has  been  done  by  our  forefathers  to  people  of  one 
colour,  by  dispossessing  them  of  their  soil,  what  better  atone- 
ment is  now  in  our  power  than  that  of  making  what  is  rightfully 
acquired  a  source  of  justice  and  of  blessings  to  a  people  of  an- 
other colour? 

As  the  revolution  to  be  produced  in  the  condition  of  the  ne- 
groes must  be  gradual,  it  will  suflSce  if  the  sale  of  territory 
keep  pace  with  its  progress.  For  a  time,  at  least,  the  proceeds 
would  be  in  advance.  In  this  case,  it  might  be  best,  after  de- 
ducting the  expense  incident  to  the  surveys  and  sales,  to  place 
the  surplus  in  a  situation  where  its  increase  might  correspond 
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with  the  natural  increase  of  tlie  uapar chased  slaves.  Should 
the  proceeds  at  any  time  fall  short  of  the  calls  for  their  appli- 
cation, anticipatioDS  might  be  made  by  temporary  loans,  to  be 
discharged  as  the  land  should  find  a  market, 

Bnt  it  13  probable  that  for  a  cousiderablc  period  the  sales 
would  exceed  the  calls.  Masters  would  not  bo  wiliinr^  to  strip 
their  plantations  and  farms  of  their  labourer?;  too  rapidly.  The 
slaves  themselves,  connected,  as  they  generally  are,  by  tender 
ties  with  others  under  other  masters,  wouhl  be  kept  from  the 
list  of  emigrants  by  the  want  of  the  multiplied  eouseuts  to  bo 
obtained.  It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  for  a  long  time  a  certain 
portioQ  of  tlie  proceeds  miglit  safely  continue  applicable  to  the 
discharge  of  the  debts  or  to  other  purposes  of  tbe  natiou;  or  it 
mig(»t  be  most  convenient,  in  the  outset,  to  appropriate  a  certain 
proportion  only  of  tbe  income  from  sales  to  the  oljject  in  view, 
leavicg  the  residue  otherwise  applicable. 

Should  any  plan  similar  to  that  I  have  sketched  be  deemed 
eligible  in  itself,  no  particular  difficulty  is  foreseen  froui  that 
portion  of  the  nation  which,  with  a  common  interest  in  the  va- 
cant territory,  has  no  interest  in  slave  property.  They  are  too 
just  to  wish  tliat  ft  partial  sacrifice  should  be  made  for  the  gen- 
eral good,  and  too  well  aware  that  whatever  may  be  the  in- 
trinsic character  of  that  description  of  property,  it  is  one  known 
to  the  Constitution,  and,  as  such,  could  not  be  constitutionally 
taken  away  without  just  compensation.  That  part  of  the  na- 
tion has,  indeed,  shewn  a  meritorions  alacrity  in  promoting,  by 
pecuniary  contributions,  the  limited  scheme  for  colonizing  tho 
blacks,  and  freeing  the  nation  from  the  unfortunate  stain  on  it, 
which  Justifies  the  belief  that  any  enlargement  of  the  scheuie,  if 
founded  on  just  principles,  w^onld  find  among  them  its  earliest 
and  w^armest  patrons.  It  ought  to  have  great  weight  that  the 
vacant  lands  in  fjuestion  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  derived 
from  grants  of  the  States  holding  the  slaves  to  be  redeemed 
and  removed  by  the  sale  of  them. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  in  effectuating  a  general  emanci- 
pation of  slaves  in  the  mode  which  has  been  hinted,  difficulties 
of  other  sorts  would  be  encountered.     The  provision  for  ascer- 
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taioiag  the  joint  consent  of  the  masters  and  slaves;  for  guard- 
ing ivgamst  unreasonable  valuations  of  the  latter;  and  for  the 
discrimination  of  those  not  proper  to  be  conveyed  to  a  foreign 
residence^  or  who  ought  to  remain  a  charge  on  masters  in  whoso 
Bervice  they  had  been  disabled  or  worn  oot,  and  for  the  annual 
transportation  of  such  numbers,  would  require  the  mature  de- 
liberations of  the  national  councils.  The  measure  implies,  also, 
the  practicability  of  procuring  in  Africa  an  enlargement  of  the 
district  or  districts  for  receiving  the  exiles  sufficient  for  so 
great  an  augmentation  of  their  numbers. 

PerhapH  the  Lcgisladve  provision  best  adapted  to  the  case 
w*ould  be  an  incorporation  of  the  Colonizing  Society,  or  the 
establishment  of  a  similar  one,  with  proper  powers,  under 
the  appointment  and  superintendence  of  the  National  Execu- 
tive. 

Id  estimating  the  difficulties,  however,  incident  to  any  plan 
of  general  emancipation,  they  ought  to  be  brought  into  compari- 
son with  those  inseparable  from  other  plans,  and  be  yielded  to 
or  not  according  to  the  rtisult  of  the  comparison. 

One  difficulty  presents  itself  which  will  probably  attend  every 
plan  which  is  to  go  into  cifcct  under  the  Legislative  provisions 
of  the  National  Government.  But  whatever  may  be  the  defect 
of  existing  powers  of  Congress,  the  Constitution  lias  pointed 
out  the  way  in  which  it  can  be  supplied.  And  it  can  Imrdly  be 
doubted  that  the  requisite  powers  might  readily  be  procured 
for  attaining  the  great  object  in  question,  in  any  mode  whatever 
approved  by  tfie  nation. 

If  these  thoughts  can  be  of  any  aid  in  your  search  of  a  remedy 
for  the  great  evil  under  which  the  nation  labors,  you  are  very 
welcome  to  them. 


TO  GOV*  PLUMER, 

MoNTPELLiKB^  June  20|  1819. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  8th,  covering  j 
copy  of  your  interesting  address  to  your  Legislature,  for  whicli 
I  pray  you  to  accept  my  thanks. 
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Allow  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  au- 
spicious circumstances*  personal  as  well  as  public,  uuder  wliich 
you  retire  to  the  shade  of  private  life,  and  to  offer  my  sincere 
wishes  that  you  experience  in  it  many  years  of  health  and  hap- 
piness. 


TO  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

MoKTMLUBR,  Juiie  27, 1819. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays  in  the  Couven- 
tion,  with  the  blaoks  filled,  according  to  your  request,  as  far  as 
I  could  do  it  by  tracing  the  order  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  their 
coincidences  with  those  belonging  to  Buccessive  questions  in  my 
papers.  In  some  instances,  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  list,  cor* 
responding  with  those  on  more  questions  than  one,  did  not  des- 
ignate the  I  particular  €inet*lion  on  which  tliey  were  taken,  and 
of  course  did  not  enable  me  to  fill  tlie  blanks.  In  other  in- 
stances, as  you  will  find  by  the  paper  formerly  sent  you,  there 
are  questions  noted  liy  me  for  which  the  ]i?t  does  not  contain 
yeas  and  nayg.  I  liave  taken  the  liberty,  as  yoii  will  see,  of 
correcting  one  or  two  slips  in  the  original  list,  or  in  the  copy; 
and  I  have  distinguished  the  days  on  which  the  several  votes 
passed. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  trouble  yon  with  the  inclosed  letter, 
misdirected  to  me,  on  a  subject  to  which  the  Department  of 
State  has  usually  paid  whatever  attention  benevolence  might 
suggest, 

I  commit  this  to  Mr*  Cardolli,  jnst  setting  out  for  Washing- 
ton. He  is  thought  to  have  succeeded  extremely  well  in  the 
purpose  which  brought  him  here* 


TO  DB.  WILLIAM  EUSTIS. 

MoHTPiLtiKft,  July  6,  1819, 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  delayed  to  thaak  you  for  your  favors  from 
Williamsburg  and  New  York  till  I  should  learu  that  a  letter 
would  find  you  at  Boston, 
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I  am  glad  that  your  interview  with  Dr.  Mason  has  authenti- 
cated a  circamstance  which,  though  of  a  luiuute  character,  it  is 
woU  enough  should  not  be  left  in  uncertainty. 

And  I  am  very  glad  that  you  sought  the  conversation  with 
Van  Wirt.  The  particulars  of  it  have  a  public  interest,  and  I 
liope  your  comraunicatioQ  of  them  to  me  is  not  the  only  mode 
you  will  take  of  guarding  tliem  against  oblivion. 

Ought  you  not  to  do  equal  justice  to  other  things  of  a  public 
bearing  which  may  exist  in  no  other  memory  or  memoranda 
than  your8,  or  in  none  where  they  will  not  perish  with  the  pos- 
Bessor?  The  infant  periods  of  most  nations  are  buried  in  silence, 
or  veiled  in  fable;  and  perhaps  tlic  world  may  have  lost  but 
little  which  it  need  regret.  The  origin  and  outset  of  the  Amer- 
ican Republic  contain  lessons  of  which  posterity  ought  not  to 
be  deprived;  aurt,  happily,  there  never  was  a  case  in  which  a 
knowledge  of  every  interesting  incident  could  be  so  accurately 
preserved.  You  have  lights,  I  am  persuaded,  which  ought  not 
to  be  forever  under  a  bushel. 

We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  finding,  by  information  frora^ 
Williamsburg,  where  Mrs.  E.  and  yourself  left  every  impression 
you  could  wish,  that  your  health  had  become  well  established. 
As  your  letter  from  New  York  does  not  contradict  the  favor- 
able account,  we  hope  you  continued,  and  still  continue,  to  enjoy 
it.  Slrould  symptoms  of  a  reverse  at  any  time  occur,  you  know 
the  quarter  to  which  you  are  to  look  for  relief;  and  why  should 
you  not  look  to  it  as  ^preventive,  as  well  as  a  restorative?  Be 
assui'ed,  both  of  you,  from  Mrs.  M.  and  myself,  that  Montpellier 
will  always  have  a  glad  and  affectionate  welcome  for  you;  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  we  wish  you  both  not  only  health,  but 
every  other  liappiness. 

In  assorting  my  papers,  I  stumbled  on  the  enclosed,  which 
ought  to  have  been  long  ago  returned. 

The  Boston  Patriot,  which  was  a  volunteer  paper  to  the  Pres- 
ident  whilst  I  was  at  Washington,  has  for  more  than  a  year 
come  on  to  me  here.  Whether  during  the  preceding  interval 
it  was  discontinued,  or  was  regarded  as  a  derelict  at  the  city,  I 
know  not.     The  latter  was  probably  the  case,     I  intended,  but 
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forgot»  to  mention  this  ci reams tance  to  you  when  with  us»  Will 
you  now  do  me  the  favor,  by  a  word  at  tlio  printing  oflScc,  to 
ascertain  the  footing  on  ivhich  it  is  now  forwarded;  and  to  pay 
whatever  may  be  due,  or  expected^  dropping  a  line  tliat  the  ad- 
vance may  be  immediately  replaced?  In  any  event,  I  wish  the 
paper  to  be  no  longer  sent.  As  a  compliment,  it  is  too  much 
for  the  Editor;  and  as  a  cost,  more  than  so  distant,  and  even  a 
daily  paper,  repays  to  me. 


TO   JOSEPH   C.   CABELL. 

JcxT  26,  U19. 

Dear  Sra,— Tour  favour  of  the  lOtb  did  not  come  to  hand 
till  Saturday  mnrninc^  last. 

I  concur  in  thinking  5t  will  be  erpodient  to  request  from  the 
General  Assembly  any  interest  which  may  be  allowed  on  the 
debt  due  from  the  Unifed  States,  unless  it  should  nppoar  Ihat 
the  attempt  will  be  hopeless,  or  it  be  morally  certain  that  no 
finch  allowance  will  be  made.  On  these  points  yon  will  be  able 
to  form  the  best  judgment  wh^^n  the  occasion  arises. 

I  am  disposed  to  think  that  tlie  difficulty  with  Congress  will 
not  proceed  from  the  case  of  tlie  Massachusetts  claim.  The 
objection  to  that  is  fo rinded  on  considerations  peculiar  to  it. 
The  claim  is  certainly  without  any  legal  validity,  and  it  is 
barred  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  oppose  it  by  a  just  policy. 
Were  it  to  be  allowed,  it  would  probably  be  on  the  ground  of 
an  extraordinary  indulgence.  The  idea  of  interest  would  hardly 
be  brought  forward,  or,  if  so,  with  any  expectation  of  success. 
The  objection  to  interest  on  the  Virginia  claim  will  arise  chiefly, 
if  not  solely,  from  tlie  bearing  of  the  precedent  on  cases  past^ 
present,  and  to  come,  similar  to  or  not  easily  distinguisliable 
from  it,  and  which  may  be  of  vast  extent.  The  justice  of  inter- 
est seemSj  in  the  abs tracts  not  to  be  questionable,  bnt  it  must 
often  depend  on  the  degree  and  kind  of  exertions  used  by  the 
claimant  on  the  public  for  the  liquidation  of  his  accounts;  exer- 
tions not  reducible^  perhaps,  to  any  safe  or  practicable  test 
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The  refusal  of  interest  is  a  spur  to  the  settlement  of  acconnts 
with  the  public.  Its  allowance  would  have  a  dilatory  tendency 
at  the  expense  of  the  public.  Does  the  State  ever  allow  interest 
on  advances  by  individuals?  Something  may  depend  on  that 
fact. 

After  all,  may  it  not  be  hoped  that  the  University,  being  now 
a  State  establishment,  will  be  more  and  more  felt  as  such,  and 
as  making  a  vital  part  of  the  system  of  education  contemplated 
by  a  literary  fund? 


TO  RICHARD   BLAND   LEE. 

MoNTPKLLiKR,  Angnst  5,  1819. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  2d,  with  a  copy 
of  your  able  and  interesting  Oration*  on  the  last  anniversary  of 
our  Independence. 

The  existing  tranquillity  and  harmony  in  the  public  feeling, 
the  result  of  the  propitious  evanescence  of  the  causes  of  discord, 
is  a  just  subject  of  congratulation.  It  is  to  bo  wished  that  they 
never  may  be  interrupted  by  the  worst  of  all  political  divisions, 
one  founded  on  Geographical  boundaries,  and  embittered  by 
another  discrimination  among  the  States  which  happens  to  coin- 
cide with  them.  Political  parties  intermingled  throughout  the 
community  unite  as  well  as  divide  every  section  of  it.  Parties 
founded  on  local  distinctions  and  fixed  peculiarities,  which  sep- 
arate the  whole  into  great  conflicting  masses,  are  far  more  to 
be  dreaded  in  their  tendency. 

I  can  have  no  remark  to  make  on  your  public  introduction 
of  my  name,  but  that  I  am  aware  of  my  deficient  title  to  the 
merit  allowed  me,  at  the  same  time  that  I  cannot  be  indifferent 
to  any  mark  of  esteem  from  one  who  is  himself  so  justly  es- 
teemed. 

♦Delivered  July  6,  1819,  in  the  Chamber  of  House  of  Representatives. 
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TO  JITDGE  ROANE. 

Septeuber  2,  ldl9. 

Dear  Sm^ — I  liave  received  your  favour  of  the  22d  ulL,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  your  observations  on  the  judgment  of  tlie  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  M'Culloh 
against  the  State  of  Maryland;  and  I  have  found  their  latitadi- 
nary  mode  of  expounding  the  Constitution  combated  in  them 
witli  the  ability  and  the  force  which  were  to  be  expected. 

It  appears  to  me,  as  it  docs  to  you,  that  the  occasion  did  not 
call  for  the  general  and  abstract  doctrine  interwoven  with  the 
decision  of  the  particular  case.  I  have  always  supposed  that 
the  meaning  of  a  law,  and,  for  a  like  reason,  of  a  constitution, 
BO  far  as  it  depends  on  judicial  interpretation,  was  to  result  from 
a  course  of  particular  decisions,  and  not  those  from  a  previous 
and  abstract  comment  on  the  suljject.  The  example  in  this  in- 
Btance  tends  to  reverse  the  rule,  and  to  forego  the  illustration 
to  be  derived  from  a  series  of  cases  actually  occurring  for  ad- 
judication. 

I  could  have  wished,  also,  that  the  judges  had  delivered  their 
opinions  seriatim,  Tlie  case  was  of  such  magnitude,  in  the  scope 
given  to  it,  as  to  call,  if  any  case  could  do  so,  for  the  views  of 
the  subject  separately  taken  by  tliem.  This  might  either,  by 
the  harmony  of  tlieir  reasoning,  have  produced  a  greater  con- 
viction in  the  public  mind;  or,  by  its  discordance,  have  im- 
paired the  force  of  the  precedent,  now  ostensibly  supported  by  a 
unanimous  and  perfect  concurrence  in  every  argument  and  dic- 
tum in  the  judgment  pronounced.        ^ 

But  what  is  of  most  importance  is  the  high  sanction  given  to 
a  latitude  in  expounding  the  Constitution,  which  seems  to  break 
down  the  landmarks  intended  by  a  specification  of  the  powers 
of  Congress,  and  to  substitute,  for  a  definite  connection  between 
means  and  ends,  a  legislative  discretion  as  to  the  former,  to 
which  no  practical  limit  can  be  assigned.  In  the  great  system 
of  political  economy,  having  for  its  general  object  the  national 
welfare,  everything  is  related  immediately  or  remotely  to  every 
other  thing;  and,  consequently,  a  power  over  any  one  thing,  if 
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not  limited  by  some  obvious  and  precise  affinity,  may  amount  to 
a  power  over  every  other.  Ends  and  means  may  shift  their 
character  at  the  will  and  according  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  legis- 
lative body.  Wliat  is  an  end  in  one  case  may  be  a  means  in 
another;  nay,  in  the  same  case  may  be  eitlicr  an  end  or  a  means, 
at  the  legislative  option.  The  British  Parliament,  in  collecting 
a  revenue  from  the  commerce  of  America,  found  no  difiSculty  in 
calling  it  either  a  tax  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  or  a  regula- 
tion of  trade  with  a  view  to  the  tax,  as  it  suited  the  argument 
or  the  policy  of  tlie  moment. 

Is  tliere  a  legislative  power,  in  fact,  not  expressly  prohibited 
by  tlie  Constitution,  which  might  not,  according  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  court,  bo  exercised  as  a  means  of  carrying  into  effect 
some  specified  power? 

Does  not  the  court  also  relinquish,  by  their  doctrine,  all  con- 
trol on  the  legislative  exercise  of  unconstitutional  powers?  Ac- 
cording to  tliat  doctrine,  the  expediency  and  constitutionality 
of  means  for  carrying  into  effect  a  specified  power  are  convert- 
ible terms;  and  Congress  are  admitted  to  be  judges  of  the  ex- 
pediency. The  court  certainly  cannot  be  so;  a  question,  the 
moment  it  assumes  tlie  character  of  mere  expediency  or  policy, 
being  evidently  beyond  the  reach  of  judicial  cognizance. 

It  is  true,  the  court  arc  disposed  to  retain  a  guardianship  of 
the  Constitution  against  legislative  encroachments.  "Should 
Congress,"  say  they,  "under  the  pretext  of  executing  its  powers, 
pass  laws  for  the  accomplishment  of  objects  not  intrusted  to  the 
government,  it  would  become  the  painful  duty  of  this  tribunal 
to  say  that  such  an  act  was  not  the  law  of  the  land."  But  sup- 
pose Congress  should,  as  would  doubtless  happen,  pass  uncon- 
stitutional laws,  not  to  accomplish  objects  not  specified  in  the 
Constitution,  but  the  same  laws  as  means  expedient,  convenient, 
or  conducive  to  the  accomplisliment  of  objects  intrusted  to  the 
government;  by  what  handle  could  the  court  take  hold  of  the 
case?  We  are  told  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  old  govern- 
ment of  France  to  grant  monopolies,  such  as  that  of  tobacco,  in 
order  to  create  funds  in  particular  hands  from  which  loans  could 
be  made  to  the  public,  adequate  capitalists  not  being  formed  in 
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that  country  in  the  ordinary  course  of  commerce.  Were  Con- 
gress to  grant  a  like  monopoly  merely  to  aggrandize  those  en- 
joying it,  the  court  might  consistently  say,  that  this  not  being 
an  object  intrusted  to  the  goYcrnraent,  the  grant  was  unconsti- 
tutional and  void.  Should  Congress,  however,  grant  the  mo- 
nopoly, according  to  the  French  policy,  as  a  means  judged  by 
them  to  be  necessary,  expedient,  or  conducive  to  the  borrowing 
of  money,  which  is  an  object  intrusted  to  them  by  the  Consti- 
tution, it  seems  clear  that  the  court,  adhering  to  its  doctrine, 
could  not  interfere  without  stepjiing  on  legislative  ground,  to 
do  which  they  justly  disclaim  all  pretension. 

It  could  not  but  happen,  and  was  foreseen  at  the  birth  of  the 
Constitution,  that  difficulties  and  differences  of  opinion  might 
occasionally  arise  in  expounding  terms  and  phrases  necessarily 
used  in  such  a  charter;  more  especially  those  which  divide  legis- 
lation between  the  general  and  local  governments;  and  that  it 
might  require  a  regular  course  of  practice  to  liquidate  and  set- 
tle the  meaning  of  some  of  them.  But  it  was  anticipated,  I  be- 
lieve, by  few,  if  any,  of  tlie  friends  of  the  Constitution,  that  a 
rule  of  construction  would  be  introduced  as  broad  and  pliant 
as  what  has  occurred.  And  those  who  recollect,  and,  still  more, 
those  who  shared  in  what  passed  in  the  State  conventions, 
through  which  the  people  ratified  the  Constitution,  with  respect 
to  the  extent  of  the  powers  vested  in  Congress,  cannot  easily  be 
persuaded  that  the  avowal  of  such  a  rule  would  not  have  pre- 
vented its  ratification.  It  has  been  the  misfortune^  if  not  the 
reproach^  of  other  nations,  that  their  governments  have  not 
been  freely  and  deliberately  established  by  themselves.  It  is 
the  boast  of  ours  that  such  has  been  its  source,  and  that  it  can 
be  altered  by  the  same  authority  only  which  established  it.  It 
is  a  further  boast,  that  a  regular  mode  of  making  proper  alter- 
ations has  been  providently  inserted  in  the  Constitution  itself 
It  is  anxiously  to  be  wished,  therefore,  that  no  innovations  may 
take  place  in  other  modes,  one  of  which  would  be  a  constructive 
assumption  of  powers  never  meant  to  be  granted.  If  tlie  pow- 
ers be  deficient,  the  legitimate  source  of  additional  ones  is  al- 
ways open, 
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Much  of  tlie  error  in  expounding  the  Constitution  has  itei 
origin  in  tlie  m$o  made  of  the  gpecies  of  sovereignty  implied  in 
the  nature  of  government.  Tlie  specified  powers  vested  iu  Con- 
gress, it  IS  said,  are  sovereign  powers;  and  that,  as  such,  they 
carry  witli  them  an  unlimited  discretion  as  to  tlie  means  of  ex- 
ecuting Ihem.  It  may  surely  be  remarked,  thatia  limited  gov- 
ernment may  be  limited  in  its  sovereignty,  as  well  with  respect 
to  the  means  as  to  the  objocts  of  its  powers;  and  that  to  give 
an  extent  to  the  former  superseding  the  limits  to  the  latter  is, 
in  eiTect,  to  convert  a  limited  into  an  unlimited  government. 
There  is  certainly  a  reasonable  medium  between  expounding 
the  Constitution  with  the  strictness  of  a  penal  law  or  other  or- 
dinary statute,  and  expounding  it  with  a  laxity  which  may  vary 
its  essential  character,  and  encroach  on  the  local  sovereignties 
with  which  it  was  meant  to  be  reconcilable. 

The  very  existence  of  these  local  sovereignties  is  a  control 
on  the  pleas  for  a  constructive  amplification  of  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government,  Within  a  single  State  possessing  the 
entire  sovereignty,  the  powers  given  to  the  Government  by  the 
people  are  understood  to  extend  to  all  the  acts,  whether  as 
means  or  ends,  required  for  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and 
falling  within  the  range  of  just  government  To  withhold  from 
sucli  a  government  any  particular  power  necessary  or  useful  in 
itself,  would  be  to  deprive  the  people  of  the  good  dependent  on 
its  exercise,  since  the  power  must  be  there  or  not  exist  at  all. 
In  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  case  is  obviously 
different.  In  establishing  that  Govenmient,  the  people  retained 
other  governments,  capable  of  exercising  such  necessary  and 
useful  powers  as  were  not  to  be  exercised  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, No  necessary  presumption,  therefore,  arises,  from  the 
importance  of  any  particular  power  in  itself,  that  it  has  been 
vested  in  that  government,  because,  though  not  vested  there,  it 
may  exist  elsewhere,  and  the  exercise  of  it  elsewhere  might  be 
preferred  by  those  who  alone  had  a  right  to  make  the  distribu- 
tion. The  presimiption  which  ought  to  be  indulged  is,  that  any 
improvement  of  this  distribution  sufficiently  pointed  out  by  ex- 
perience would  not  be  withheld. 


1819. 


LETTERS. 


147 


Although  I  have  confincrl  nijself  to  the  single  question  con- 
cerning the  rule  of  interpreting  the  Constitution,  I  find  that  my 
pen  has  carried  me  to  a  length  whicli  would  not  have  been  per- 
mitted by  a  recollection  tliat  my  remarks  arc  merely  for  an  eye 
to  which  no  aspect  of  the  suhject  is  likely  to  be  new,  I  hasten, 
therefore,  to  conclude,  with  assurances,  Ac,,  4c, 


TO  PRESrOENT  MONROE, 

Septemuer  6,  1819. 

Deab  Sir, — Captain  O^Brien  having  extended  a  ride  into  Vir- 
ginia thus  far^  has,  during  his  stay  with  rae,  communicated  the 
Btato  of  a  claim  bo  has  against  the  United  States,  l>eing  part  of 
a  claim,  the  other  part  of  which  was  settled  and  allowed  whilst 
I  was  Secretary  of  State.  I  understood  from  hira  that  the  vonch- 
ers  to  the  settled  part  had  certain  refer enccs  to  the  part  not  al- 
lowed,  and  that  ho  afterwards  procured  documentary  proof, 
w^ith  the  aid  of  which  the  same  vouchers  would  now  support  the 
latter.  But  these,  it  appears,  were  destroyed  when  the  public 
offices  at  Washington  were  bnrnt  in  1814,  and  he  is  def=irous  of 
obtaining  some  evidence  of  their  contents  from  personal  recol- 
lections, and  from  mine,  among  others.  I  need  not  express  the 
reluctance  with  which  I  should  recur  to  such  transactions;  still, 
I  might  not  be  justified  in  refusing  to  do  so,  in  a  case  where  jus* 
tice  had  no  other  resource.  But  in  this  case  I  have  no  recol- 
lection either  of  the  particular  contents  of  those  papers,  or  of 
any  other  circnmstaoces  which  might  throw  light  on  it.  This 
want  of  recollection,  however,  can  have  no  adverse  bearing  on 
the  claim  of  Capt.  O'Brien,  for  whom  I  entertain  friendly  wishes, 
and  whose  personal  character  and  interesting  public  career  are 
known  to  you  as  well  as  myself. 


^^ 
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TO  BOBEET  WALSH. 

MOHTPKLLtKR,  Oct'  16th,  1819. 

D^SrR»--I  haro  received,  with  your  favor  of  Sept'  30,  the 
copy  of  tlie  "United  States  and  G.  Britain,"  which  you  have 
been  so  kind  as  to  send  me,  and  for  which  I  offer  you  many 
thanks. 

As  yet,  I  have  rather  looked  into  the  volume  than  over  it, 
I  have  seen  enough  of  it,  however,  to  be  satisfied  that  it  is  a 
trinmphant  vindication  of  our  Conntry  against  the  libels  which 
have  been  lavished  on  it.  If  it  be  a  battery  as  well  as  a  ram- 
part, it  must  occur  to  all  that  it  could  not  well  bo  the  one  with* 
out  the  other* 

Whatever  may  be  the  regret  that  such  a  warfare  should  pre- 
vail between  two  Countries  having  so  many  inducements  to  live 
in  friendship,  the  just  and  impartial  will  charge  it  on  the  con- 
ptant  aggressions  of  the  adverse  party;  aggressions  daily  in- 
creasing both  in  number  and  violence;  increasing,  too,  with  the 
increased  motives  for  a  change  of  conduct.  Whenever  tiey 
shall  be  disposed  to  lay  down  their  pens,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  a  disposition  equally  pacific  will  be  found  here.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  ground  on  which  the  United  States  stand  is  rising 
every  day  higher,  and  their  character  becoming  more  invulner- 
able as  it  becomes  better  known.  To  make  it  so^  the  task  you 
have  already  executed  cannot  fail  largely  to  contribute. 


TO  THOMAB  JEFFEBSON. 

Mo!iTPii.ii^  Oct^25,  1819. 

Dear  Sm, — I  received  a  few  days  ago  the  two  inclosed  let- 
ters, one  from  Mr.  Hackley,  the  other  from  the  Botanical  pro- 
fessor at  Madrid;  the  latter  accompanied  by  the  three  little  pam- 
phlets also  inclosed,  and  by  thirty  specimens  of  wheat,  with  four 
of  barley,  and  between  2  and  300  papers  of  the  seeds  referred 
to  as  "  rarion  Horti  Botan,,  Matritaises."  The  wheats  and  bar- 
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leys,  notwithstanding  the  numerous  varieties,  I  ^ill  endeavor  to 
have  sowed.  The  garden  seeds,  which  probably  include  many 
which  would  be  very  acceptable  to  a  Botanical  professor  at  the 
University,  if  wo  had  one,  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with.  I 
know  not  that  I  can  do  better  with  them  than  to  give  you  an 
opportunity  of  inspecting  their  names,  and  with  the  aid  of  Mr, 
Randolph,  judging  how  far  any  of  them  ought  to  be  kept  for 
the  University,  and  into  what  hands  the  others  can  beat  be  dis- 
posed of.  They  are,  thercfoTO,  herewith  also  inclosed.  Be  so 
good  as  to  return  the  two  letters.  Mr.  Randolph,  perhaps,  may 
be  willing  to  look  into  the  pamphlets,  which  he  will  best  under- 
stand and  appreciate* 


TO  ROBERT  WALSH. 

MoMTPSLLiBB,  Novomber  27, 181 9» 

Deab  Sir, — Your  letter  of  the  11th  was  duly  received,  and  I 
Bhould  have  given  it  a  less  tardy  answer,  but  for  a  succession 
of  particular  demands  on  my  attention,  and  a  wish  to  assist  my 
recollections  by  consulting  both  manuscript  and  printed  soui*ces 
of  information  on  the  subjects  of  your  inquiry*  Of  these,  how- 
ever, I  liave  not  been  able  to  avail  myself  but  very  partially. 

As  to  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  in  the 
clause  relating  to  '*  the  migration  and  importation  of  persons/' 
Ac,  the  best  key  may*  perhaps,  be  found  in  the  case  which  pro- 
duced it.  The  African  trade  in  slaves  had  long  been  odious  to 
most  of  the  States,  and  the  importation  of  slaves  into  them  had 
been  prohibited*  Particular  States,  however,  continued  the  im- 
portation, and  were  eitremely  averse  to  any  restriction  on  their 
power  to  do  so.  In  the  convention,  the  former  States  were  anx- 
iouSt  in  framing  a  new  constitution,  to  insert  a  provision  for  an  im- 
mediate and  absolute  stop  to  the  trade.  The  latter  were  not  only 
averse  to  any  interference  on  the  subject^  but  solemnly  declared 
that  their  constituents  would  never  accede  to  a  Constitution  con* 
taining  such  an  article.    Out  of  this  conflict  grew  the  middle 
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inea&ure,  [jroviding  tlmt  Congress  should  not  interfere  until  tho 
year  1808;  with  an  implication,  tliat  after  that  date  they  might 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  States  then  existing, 
and  previous  tlieroto,  into  tlic  States  not  then  existing.  Such 
was  the  tone  of  opposition  in  the  Slates  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  such  the  desire  to  gain  their  acf|niesccnce  in  a  pro- 
hibitory power,  that,  on  a  question  between  tho  epochs  of  1800 
and  1808|  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  MasaachusettSf  and 
Connecticut,  (all  the  Eastern  States  in  tlje  Convention,)  joined 
in  the  vote  for  the  latter,  influenced,  however,  by  the  collateral 
motive  of  reconciling  those  particular  States  to  the  power  over 
commerce  and  navigation,  against  whic!i  they  felt,  as  did  some 
otlicr  States,  a  very  strong  repugnance.  The  earnestness  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia  was  farther  manifested  by  their 
insisting  on  the  security  in  the  Vth  article,  against  any  amend- 
mcot  to  the  Constitution  affecting  the  right  reserved  to  them» 
and  their  uniting  with  the  small  States,  who  insisted  on  a  like 
security  for  tlicir  equality  in  the  Senate. 

But  some  of  the  States  were  not  only  anxious  for  a  Constitu- 
tional provision  against  tho  introduction;  they  had  scruples 
against  admitting  the  terra  ^Vslaves"  into  the  instrument*  XTcnco 
the  descriptive  phrase,  '* migration  or  importation  of  persons;*' 
the  term  migration  allowing  those  who  were  scrupnlous  of  ac- 
knowledging expressly  a  property  in  human  beings  to  view  im- 
}X)rted  persons  as  a  species  of  emigrants,  while  others  might  ap- 
ply the  term  to  foreign  malefactors  sent  or  coming  into  tho 
country.  It  is  possible,  though  not  recollected,  that  some  might 
have  had  an  eye  to  the  case  of  freed  lilacks  as  well  as  malefac- 
tors. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  intended  by  the  term  "migra- 
tion," or  the  term  *' persons,"  it  is  most  certain  that  they  re- 
ferred exclusively  to  a  migration  or  importation  from  other 
countries  into  the  Unitod  States,  and  not  to  a  removal,  Tolun- 
tary  or  involnntaryj  of  slaves  or  freemen  from  one  to  another 
part  of  the  United  States.  Nothing  appears  or  is  recollected 
that  warrants  this  latter  intention.  Nothing  in  the  proceedings 


isid. 


LETTERS. 


151 


of  tlie  State  ConveDtiona  iDdicaies  such  a  construction  there.* 
Had  such  been  the  construction,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  the  figure 
it  would  have  made  in  many  of  the  States,  among  tho  objections 
to  the  Constitution,  and  among  the  numerous  amendments  to  it 
proposed  by  the  State  Convention8,t  uot  one  of  which  amend- 
ments  refers  to  the  clause  in  question.  Neither  is  there  any 
indicaHon  that  Congress  have  heretofore  considered  themselves 
as  deriving  from  this  clause  a  power  over  the  migration  or  re- 
moval of  individuals,  whether  freemen  or  slaves,  from  one  State 


•  The  dcb&ies  of  the  Pennsylvania  Convention  contain  ft  speech  of  Mn  WU* 
soOj  (•)  (Doc.  3,  1787,)  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  general  convention,  in 
which,  nUuding  to  tlio  elauBc  toturating  for  a  time  the  Hirther  importation  of 
slaved,  be  consoles  himself  with  the  hope  that,  in  a  few  yeur?.  It  would  be  pro- 
hibited altogether;  observing  that,  in  the  mcati  iimo,  the  new  Statci  which  were 
to  be  formed  would  be  xindor  the  control  of  Congresa  in  this  parfkwfar,  and 
Blavea  would  never  be  introduced  among  them.  In  another  speech  on  the  day 
followingf  and  ulluding  to  the  same  clause,  hia  worda  are,  '^  jet  tho  lapse  of  a 
few  years,  and  Congress  will  hnve  power  to  isxtermimh  slavery  within  our  bor- 
ders," Row  far  tho  language  of  Mr.  Wilson  may  have  been  accurately  reported » 
is  not  known.  The  expressions  used  are  moru  vague  and  ]vm  coQ^istent  than 
would  be  readily  ascribed  to  him.  But,  as  they  stand,  the  fairest  coDBtruction 
wonid  be,  that  ho  considered  the  power  given  to  Congress  to  arrest  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  aa  "  laying  a  foundation  for  baniahtng  slavery  out  of  the  country; 
and  though  at  a  period  more  distant  than  might  be  wiahed,  producing  tho  same 
kind  of  gradual  change  which  wa«  pursued  U  Pennsylvania. '*  (See  his  speech, 
page  PO  of  the  Debates.)  By  this  **  change,''  after  the  example  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  must  have  meant  a  chnnge  by  the  otlior  Stite«  influenced  by  that  example, 
and  jntilding  to  the  general  way  of  tliinking  and  feeling  produced  hy  the  policy 
of  putting  au  end  to  the  importation  of  slaves,  lie  could  not  mean  by  *•  banish^ 
ing  slavery/*  more  than  by  a  power  "  to  exterminate  it,*'  that  Congress  were 
nuthorized  to  do  what  is  literally  expressed. 

t  In  the  convention  of  Virginia,  tlie  opposldoa  to  the  Constitution  comprised 
a  number  of  the  ablest  mcu  in  tho  State.  Among  them  were  Mr.  Henry  and 
Colonel  Mason,  both  of  ihera  distinguished  bj  their  acutenofls,  and  atLxioua  to 
ditplay  unpopular  constructions.  One  of  them,  Colonel  Maaoa,  bad  been  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  General  Convention,  and  entered  freely  into  accounts  of  what  passed 
within  \L  Yet  neither  of  them,  nor,  indeed^  any  of  the  other  opponents,  among' 
the  multitude  of  their  objections  and  far-fetehed  interpretations,  ever  hinted,  ia 
the  debates  on  the  9th  section  of  ^Irt.  1,  at  a  power  given  by  it  to  prohibit  an  ia* 
terior  migration  of  any  sort  The  meaning  of  the  section,  as  leveUi^d  ftgaimt 
raigratioDfi  or  importations  ftom  abroad,  wag  not  contested. 

(•)  See  letter  of  J.  M.  to  Mr.  Walsh,  January  U,  1820. 
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Tr.^.-T  ' ~:.':'rji[y  i.rA  aLAii.-ji'^xr'.j  f*::  in  for??  i»?  pc'r^r  i*!t2n- 
ifiy  i:.   I -.'.•-,.  as^ir-r*   tu:-^  f4rt!:-*r  Lmportarloa  of  •Lit»»*s  f^'xiL 

irar.  T.r-v:'.r  o.'i  th-;  :.:z:-  rrs.-  aza:n."-t  iL^  A:ri-:an  uTII't.     Ti^ 


rr.r-' 


:.a7:ri7  yr.ar.::::.'^  :<rr-rj.  mizi:  M:  a 


Vi^  ?»'»  ••"I'^r  **"■"" 


9kh:^j>A.  3iit  tr;*:j  forhore  to  ^iiietd  the  proLToitioz  :c  zz-i  zsr 
trvlr.^tior^  of  =!iav«  from  otr.frr  parts  of  the  Uaio-.  Tj.-^  had 
ev^.v  prohihitfr/l  t!.e  imr/jrtation  of  ?lave!"  itro  the  MLssisefrfi 
Terr[*orr  frorr;  «n>vo»//  ^^-i?  ?>«'V^  c/  </«<?  Crafed  S'^J^i9,  :::  ie 
year  ITO*.  -yitr.oat  ex^ierylin^  the  prohibition  to  the  introdrat- 
tioa  of  .-jLive-i  fro'n  ur'fh'y.  O-ryi^,  h'miU;  althongh.  a:  tfce  rime- 
the  f/>rta  of  G'rorria  and  Soath  Carolina  were  open  for  tL»  bur 
jK>rtar:ori  of  slave«  from  abroad,  and  increasing  the  m&ss  of 
fclaverj-  within  the  United  .States. 

If  these  view3  of  the  robjeot  be  jnst,  a  power  in  Consress  to 
eontrol  the  interior  mitrration  or  removals  of  persons  mn^t  be 
derived  from  some  other  .source  than  section  9.  Art.  1:  either 
from  the  claase  giving  power  "to  make  all  needful  mles  and 
retrnlation.H  resfjectinif  the  territory  or  other  property  belongiDg* 
to  the  United  StateH."  or  from  that  providing  for  the  admission 
of  new  States  into  the  Union. 

The  terma  in  which  the  first  of  these  powers  is  expressed, 
thoiijfh  of  a  ductile  cliaracter,  cannot  well  be  extended  beyond 
a  fK)wer  over  the  territory,  as  property,  and  a  power  to  make 
tlie  provisions  really  needful  or  necessary  for  the  government 
of  HettlerH  until  ripe  for  admission  as  States  into  the  Union.  It 
may  be  inferred  that  Coneress  did  not  regard  the  interdict  of 
Hlavr'iy  Jirnong  the  needful  regulations  contemplated  by  the 
ConHtitution,  since  in  none  of  the  territorial  governments 


created  by  them  is  Bucb  an  interdict  found.    The  power,  how- 
ever, be  its  import  what  it  may,  is  obviously  limited  to  a  terri- 
tory while  remainiog  in  that  character,  as  distinct  from  that  of 
a  State. 

I  Afi  to  the  power  of  admitting  new  States  into  the  federal 
compact,  the  questions  offering  themselves  are;  whether  Con- 
egress  can  attach  conditions,  or  the  new  States  concur  in  condi* 
lions,  which,  after  admission,  would  abridge  or  cnlartje  the  con. 
'etitntional  rights  of  legislation  common  to  the  other  States; 
whether  Congress  can,  by  a  compact  with  a  new  member,  take 
power  either  to  or  from  itself,  or  place  the  new  member  above 
or  below  tlie  equal  rank  and  rights  possessed  by  the  others; 
whether  all  such  stipulations,  expressed  or  implied,  would  not 

||)e  nullities,  and  so  pronouaced  when  brought  to  a  practical 
test.  It  falls  within  the  scope  of  your  inquiry  to  state  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  proposition  in  the  convention  to  discriminate 
ibetweon  the  old  and  new  States,  by  an  article  in  the  Constitu- 
tion declaring  that  the  aggregate  number  of  representatives 
from  the  States  thereafter  to  be  admitted  should  never  exceed 
that  of  the  States  originally  adopting  the  Constitution.  The 
proposition,  happily,  was  rejected.     The  effect  of  such  a  dis- 

^ crimination  is  sufficiently  evident* 

^  In  the  case  of  Louisiana,  there  is  a  circumstance  wliich  may 
deserve  notice.  In  the  treaty  ceding  it,  a  privilege  was  retained 
by  the  ceding  party,  which  diatinguisbes  between  its  ports  and 
others  of  the  United  States  for  a  special  purpose  and  a  short 
period.  This  privilege,  however,  was  the  resiilt,  not  of  an  or- 
dinary legislative  power  in  Congress,  nor  was  it  the  result  of 
an  arrangement  between  Congress  and  the  people  of  Louisiana. 
It  rests  on  the  ground  that  the  same  entire  power,  even  in  the 
nation,  over  that  territory,  as  over  the  original  territory  of  the 
United  States,  never  existed;  tlic  privilege  alluded  to  being  in 
tlie  deed  of  cession  carved  by  tlie  foreign  owner  out  of  the  title 
conveyed  to  the  purchaser.  A  sort  of  necessity,  therefore,  was 
thought  to  belong  to  so  peculiar  and  extraordinary  a  case. 

P Notwithstanding  tliis  plea,  it  is  presumable  that  if  the  privilege 
liad  materially  affected  the  rights  of  other  ports,  or  had  been 
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of  a  permanent  or  durable  character,  the  occurrence  would  not 
have  been  bo  little  regarded.  Congress  would  not  be  allowed 
to  effect,  through  the  medium  of  a  treaty,  obnoxious  discrimina- 
tions between  new  and  old  States  more  than  among  tlie  latter. 

Willi  respect  to  wlmt  has  taken  place  in  the  N»  W,  Territory, 
it  may  be  observed,  that  the  ordinance  giving  its  distinctive 
cliaracter  on  the  subject  of  slaveholdiug  proceeded  from  the 
old  Congress,  acting  with  the  best  intentions,  but  under  a  char- 
ter  which  contains  no  shadow  of  the  authority  exercised.  And 
it  remains  to  be  decided  bow  far  the  States  formed  within  that 
territory,  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  are  on  a  different  foot- 
ing from  its  other  members  as  to  their  legislative  sovereignty. 

For  tlio  grounds  on  which  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  ratio  of  representation,  I  will,  with  your  permis- 
sioii^  save  trouble  by  referring  to  No.  54  of  the  Federalist.  In 
addition,  it  may  be  stated,  that  this  feature  in  the  Constitution 
was  combined  with  that  relating  to  the  power  over  commerce 
and  navigation.  In  trutli,  these  two  powers,  with  those  relating 
to  tlie  importation  of  slaves,  and  the  articles  establishing  tho 
equality  of  representation  in  the  Senate  and  the  rule  of  taxation, 
had  a  com])licated  influence  on  each  other,  which  alone  would 
have  justified  tlie  remark  that  tlie  Constitution  was  ''the  result 
of  mutual  deference  and  concession." 

It  was  evident  tliat  the  large  States  holding  slaves,  and  those 
not  large  which  felt  themselves  so  by  anticipation,  would  not 
have  concurred  in  a  constitntion  allowing  them  no  more  repre- 
sentation in  one  legislative  branch  than  the  smallest  States,  and 
in  the  otiier  less  than  their  proportional  contributions  to  tho 
common  treasury. 

The  considerations  which  led  to  this  mixed  ratio  of  taxation 
and  representation,  which  had  been  very  deliberately  agreed  on 
in  April »  1783,  by  the  old  Congress,  make  it  probable  that  the 
convention  could  not  have  looked  to  a  departure  from  it  in  any 
instance  where  slaves  made  a  part  of  the  local  population. 

Whether  the  convention  could  have  looked  to  tlie  existence 
of  slavery  at  all  in  the  new  States,  is  a  point  on  which  T  can  add 
little  to  what  has  been  already  stated.    The  great  oltjcct  of  tho 
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convention  seemed  to  be  to  prohibit  the  increase  by  the  impor'* 
tafion  of  slaves.  A  power  to  emancipate  slaves  was  disclaimed^ 
nor  is  anything  recollected  that  denoted  a  view  to  control  the 
distribution  of  those  within  the  country.  The  case  of  the  North* 
western  Territory  was  probably  superseded  by  the  provision 
against  the  importation  of  slaves  by  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, which  had  not  then  passed  laws  prohibiting  it.  When  tho 
existeQce  of  slavery  in  that  territory  was  precluded,  the  impor- 
lation  of  slaves  was  rapidly  going  on,  and  the  only  mode  of 
checking  it  was  by  narrowing  the  space  open  to  them.  It  is 
not  an  unfair  inference,  that  the  expedient  would  not  have  been 
undertaken  if  the  power  afterward  given  to  terminate  the  im- 
portation everywhere  had  existed,  or  been  even  anticipated.  It 
has  appeared  that  the  present  Congress  never  followed  the 
example  during  the  twenty  years  preceding  the  prohibitory 
epoch. 

The  expediency  of  exercising  a  supposed  power  in  Congress 
to  prevent  a  diffusion  of  the  slaves  actually  in  the  country,  as 
far  as  the  local  autliorities  may  admit  thcm^  resolves  itself  into 
the  probable  effects  of  such  a  diffusion  on  the  interests  of  the 
slaves  and  of  the  nation. 

Will  it,  or  will  it  not»  better  the  condition  of  the  slaves  by 
lessening  the  number  belouging  to  individual  masters,  and  in- 
termixing both  with  greater  masses  of  free  people?  Will  par- 
tial manumissions  be  more  or  less  likely  to  take  place,  and  a 
general  emancipation  be  accelerated  or  retarded?  Will  tho 
moral  and  physical  condition  of  slaves,  in  the  mean  time,  be  im- 
proved or  deteriorated?  What  do  experiences  and  appearances 
decide  as  to  the  comparative  rates  of  generative  increase  in  their 
present  and  in  a  dispersed  situation? 

Will  tho  aggregate  strength,  security,  tranquillity,  and  har- 
mony of  the  whole  nation,  be  advanced  or  impaired  by  lessen- 
ing the  proportion  of  slaves  to  the  free  people  in  particular  sec- 
tions of  it? 

How  far  an  occlusion  of  the  space  now  vacant  against  the  in- 
troduction of  slaves  may  be  essential  to  prevent  completely  a 
emuggled  importation  of  them  from  abroad  ought  to  influeiico 
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tlic  question  of  expediency,  must  be  decided  by  a  reasonuble  es- 
timate of  the  degree  in  which  the  importation  would  take  place, 
in  spite  of  the  spirit  of  the  times,  the  iDcreasing  co-operation  of 
foreign  powers  against  the  slave-trade,  the  increasing  rigour  of 
the  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  vigilant  enforcement  of  them  by 
the  executive*  and  by  a  fair  comparison  of  this  estimate  with  the 
cousiderations  opposed  to  such  an  occlusion. 

Will  a  multiplication  of  St4ite3  holding  slaves  multiply  advo- 
cates of  the  importation  of  foreign  slaves,  so  as  to  endanger  the 
continuance  of  the  prohibitory  acts  of  Congress?  To  such  an 
apprehension  seem  to  be  opposed  the  facts,  that  the  States  hold- 
ing fewest  slaves  are  those  which  most  readily  abolished  slavery 
altogether;  that,  of  the  thirteen  primitive  States,  eleven  had 
prohibited  the  importation  before  the  power  was  given  to  Con- 
gress; that  all  of  them,  with  the  newly  added  States,  unani* 
mously  concurred  in  exerting  that  power;  that  most  of  the  pres- 
ent slaveholding  States  cannot  be  tempted  by  motives  of  inter- 
est to  favour  the  reopening  of  the  ports  to  foreign  slaves;  and 
that  these,  with  the  States  which  have  even  abolished  slavery 
within  themselves,  could  never  be  on tD umbered  in  the  national 
councils  by  new  States  wishing  for  slaves,  and  not  satisfied  witk 
the  supply  attainable  within  tlie  United  States, 

On  the  whole,  the  Missouri  question,  as  a  constitutional  one, 
amounts  to  the  question  whether  the  condition  proposed  to  be 
annexed  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  would  or  would  not  bo 
void  in  itself,  or  become  void  the  moment  the  territory  should 
enter  as  a  State  within  the  pale  of  tlie  Constitution.  And  as  a 
question  of  expediency  and  humanity,  it  depends  essentially  on 
the  probable  influence  of  such  restrictions  on  the  quantity  and 
duration  of  slavery,  and  on  the  general  condition  of  slaves  in 
the  United  States. 

The  question  raised  with  regard  to  the  tcnour  of  the  stipula* 
tion  in  tlie  Louisiana  treaty,  on  the  subject  of  its  admission,  is 
one  which  I  have  not  examined,  and  on  which  I  could  probably 
throw  no  light  if  I  had. 

Under  one  aspect  of  the  general  subject,  I  cannot  avoid  say- 
ing, that,  apart  from  its  merits  under  others,  the  tendency  of 


LETTERS, 


157 


what  has  passed  and  ig  passing  fills  me  with  no  slight  anxiety. 
Parties,  under  some  denominations  or  other,  must  always  be  ex- 
pected in  a  goTemment  as  free  as  ours.  When  the  individuals 
belonging  to  them  are  intcrmiDglcd  in  every  part  of  the  whole 
country,  they  strengthen  the  union  of  the  whole  while  they  di- 
vide every  part*  Should  a  state  of  parties  arise  founded  on 
geographical  boundaries,  and  other  phyaical  and  permanent  dis- 

Itinctions  which  happen  to  coincide  with  them,  what  is  to  con- 
trol those  great  repulsive  masses  from  awful  shocks  against 
pach  other? 
>  The  delay  in  answering  your  letter  made  me  fear  you  might 
doubt  my  readiness  to  comply  with  its  requests,  I  now  fear 
you  will  think  I  have  done  more  than  these  justified,  I  have 
been  the  less  reserved  because  you  are  so  ready  to  conform  to 
my  inclination  formerly  expressed,  not  to  be  drawn  from  my  se- 
questered position  into  public  view. 

Since  I  thanked  you  for  the  copy  of  your  late  volume,  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  going  through  it;  and  I  should  have  been 
much  disappointed  if  it  had  been  received  by  the  public  with 
less  favour  than  is  everywhere  manifested.    According  to  all 
accounts  from  the  Continent  of  Europe,  the  American  cliaracter 
suffered  much  there  by  libels  conveyed  by  British  prints,  or 
rculated  by  itinerant  calumniators.     It  is  to  be  hoped  the 
ths  in  your  book  may  find  their  way  thither.     Good  transla- 
tions of  the  preface  alone  could  not  but  open  many  eyes  which 
have  been  blinded  by  prejudices  against  this  country. 


TO  MB.  MAURT,  (BON  OP  J*  MAtTBT,  LTVBRPOOL.) 

Dec*  24,  1819* 

D*  Sin, — ^I  thanlc  you  for  the  information  given  in  your  favor 
of  the  4th  instant,  which  was  received  but  a  few  days  ago^  hav- 
ing been  missent  to  Norfolk. 
No  apology  was  needed  for  such  a  step  from  your  mercantile 
ith.    There  are  few  professions  to  which  a  knowledge  of  what 
'  lielongs  to  others  may  not  be  useful,  or,  if  not  useful^  orna- 
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mental;  and  tlie  prodacts  of  agriculture  boing  among  the  most 
important  subjects  of  commerce,  the  remark  cannot  be  inappli- 
cable to  tlie  relation  between  those  pursnits. 

I  have  not  at  hand  the  means  of  identifying  the  salivating 
plant  by  its  botanical  name,  or  by  tliat  of  Indian  tobacco. 
Tberc  is  a  variety  of  weeds  wliich  spring  up  about  midsummer 
and  afterwards  in  the  pastures  having  this  effect  on  hordes  and 
other  cattle.  But  I  do  not  know  that  the  effect  has  been  as- 
cribed here  to  any  of  tliem.  Certain  it  is  that  it  is  not  confined 
to  fields  of  clover,  red  or  white.  There  are  few,  if  any,  fields  in 
wliich  the  p!icuomenou,  whatever  be  its  cause,  does  not  occur. 

The  discovery  of  the  cause  is  important  because  it  may  lead 
to  a  remedy:  half  the  problem,  however,  will  be  unsolved,  until 
the  recent  date  of  the  malady  shall  be  reconciled  with  a  eausc 
not  recent;  unless^  indeed,  it  be  a  fact  that  the  Lobelia  viflala 
has  but  lately  appeared  among  us* 


TO  CLAEKSON  CROLTUS. 

MoNTPELLLBR,  Deccmber    .  IS  1 9. 

I  have  received,  Sir,  the  copy  of  the  address  of  the  Society 
of  Tammany^  with  which  I  have  been  politely  favored. 

The  want  of  economy  in  the  use  of  imported  articles  enters  very 
justly  into  the  explanation  given  of  tlie  causes  of  the  present 
general  embarrassments.  Were  every  one  to  live  within  his  in- 
come,  or  even  the  savings  of  the  prudent  to  exceed  the  deficits 
of  the  extravagant,  the  balance  in  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
nation  could  not  be  against  it.  The  want  of  a  due  economy  has 
produced  the  unfavorable  turn  which  has  been  experienced. 
Hence  the  need  of  specie  to  meet  it;  tlic  call  on  the  vaults  of 
the  Banks,  and  the  discontinuance  of  their  discounts,  followed 
by  their  curtailments.  Hence,  too,  the  failure  of  so  many  banks, 
with  a  diminished  confidence  in  others;  and  hence,  finally,  a  su- 
perabundance of  debts  without  the  means  of  paying  them. 

The  address  seems  very  justly,  also,  to  charge  much  of  the 
general  evil  by  which  many  of  the  Banks  themselves  have  been 
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OTcrwlielmed  on  themtiltiplicity  of  these  institutions,  and  a  dif- 
fusion of  tlio  indiscriminate  loans  of  which  ihny  hare  l»ccn  tho 
sources.  It  has  been  raado  a  question  whether  Banks,  when  re- 
stricted to  spheres  in  which  temporary  loans  only  are  made  to 
persons  in  active  business,  promising  quick  returns,  do  not  as 
much  harm  to  imprudent  as  good  to  prudent  borrowers.  But 
it  can  no  longer  be  a  doubt  with  any,  that  loan  offices,  carrying 
to  every  man's  door,  and  even  courting  his  a.cceptance  of,  the 
inonied  means  of  gratifying  his  present  wishes  under  a  prospect 
or  hope  of  procrastinated  repayments,  must,  of  all  devices,  be 
the  most  fatal  to  a  general  frugality,  and  the  benefits  resulting 
from  it. 

The  effect  of  domestic  manufactnres  in  diminishing  imports, 
and  as  far  as  they  are  carried  on  by  hands  attracted  from 
abroad,  or  by  hands  otherwise  idle  or  less  productively  em* 
ployed  at  home,  without  a  proportional  diminution  of  the  ex* 
ports,  merits,  certainly,  a  distinguished  attention  in  marking  out 
an  internal  system  of  political  economy,  and  in  counteracting  a 
tendency  in  our  foreign  commerce  to  leave  a  balance  agninst  ns. 
The  relief  from  this  source  would  be  more  effectual,  but  for  the 
circumstance  that  the  articles  which  contribute  much  to  an  ex- 
cess of  our  imports  over  our  exports  are  articles,  some  not  likely 
80on,  others,  perhaps,  not  at  all,  to  be  produced  within  ourselves. 
There  is,  moreover,  a  feature  iu  the  trade  between  this  Country 
and  most  others  which  promotes  not  a  little  an  uufavorable 
result.  Our  exports  being  chiefly  articles  for  food,  for  manu- 
factures, or  for  a  consumption  easily  surcharged,  the  amount  of 
them  called  for  never  exceeds  what  may  be  deemed  real  and 
definite  wants.  This  is  not  the  case  with  our  imports.  Many 
of  them,  some  the  most  costly,  are  objects  neither  of  necessity 
nor  utility,  but  merely  of  fancy  and  fashion;  wants  of  a  nature 
altogether  indefinite.  This  relative  condition  of  the  trading 
parties,  aUhough  it  may  give  to  the  one  furnishing  tlie  neces- 
sary and  profitable  articles  a  powerful  advantage  over  the  one 
making  its  returns  in  superfluities,  on  extraordinary  occasions 
of  an  interrupted  intercourse;  yet,  in  the  ordinary  and  free 
course  of  commerce,  the  advantage  lies  on  the  other  side;  and  it 
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will  bo  the  greater  in  proportion  to  the  iDDgthenod  credits  on 

which  the  articles  gratifyiug  cxpensire  propensities  are  sup- 
plied. Such  an  inequality  must,  in  a  certain  degree,  controul 
itself.  It  would  be  completely  redressed  by  a  change  in  the 
public  preferences  and  habits,  such  as  is  inculcated  in  the  ad- 
dress. 

In  not  regarding  domestic  manufactures  as»  of  themselves,  an 
adequate  cure  for  all  our  embarrassments,  it  is  by  no  means  in- 
tended to  detract  from  their  just  importance,  or  from  the  policy 
of  legislative  protection  for  them. 

However  true  it  may  be,  in  general,  that  the  industrioas  pur- 
suits of  individuals  ought  to  be  regulated  by  their  own  sagacity 
and  interest^  there  are  practical  exceptions  to  the  theory,  which 
suflBcicntly  speak  for  tlicmsclves.  The  theory  itself,  indeed,  re- 
quires a  s^imilarity  of  circumstances,  and  an  equal  freedom  of 
interchange  among  commercial  nations,  which  have  never  ex- 
isted. All  are  agreed,  also,  that  there  are  certain  articles  so 
indispensable,  that  no  provident  nation  would  depend  for  a  sup- 
ply of  them  on  any  other  nation.  But  besides  these,  there  may 
be  many  valuable  branches  of  manufactures  which,  if  once  es- 
tablished, would  support  themselves,  and  even  add  to  the  list 
of  exported  commodities;  but  which,  without  public  patronage, 
would  either  not  be  undertaken  or  come  to  a  premature  down- 
fall The  difficulty  of  introducing  manufactures,  especially  of 
a  complicated  character  and  costly  outfit,  and  above  all,  in  a 
market  preoccupied  by  powerful  rivals,  must  readily  be  con- 
ceived. They  appear,  accordingly,  to  have  required  for  their 
introduction  into  the  countries  where  they  are  now  seen  in  their 
greatest  extent  and  prosperity,  either  the  liberal  support  of  the 
Government,  or  the  aid  of  exiled  or  emigrant  manufacturers,  or 
both  of  these  advantages. 

In  determining  the  degree  of  encouragement  which  can  be 
afforded  to  domestic  manufactures,  it  is  evident,  that  among 
other  considerations,  a  fair  comparison  ought  to  be  made  of 
what  might  be  saved  by  supplies  at  home  during  foreign  wars, 
to  say  nothing  of  our  own,  with  the  expense  of  supporting  man- 
ufactures in  times  of  peace  against  foreign  competitions  in  our 
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market,  Tlie  price  of  domestic  fabrics,  though  dearer  than  for- 
eign in  times  of  peace,  might  be  m  much  cheaper  in  times  of 
war  as  to  be  cheaper,  also,  than  tlie  medium  price  of  the  foreign, 
taking  the  two  periods  together.  Yet  the  American  nmnufac 
turcr,  if  unprotected  during  the  periods  of  peace,  would  neces- 
sarily be  undermined  by  the  foreign;  and  he  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  resume  his  undertaking  at  the  return  of  war,  knowing 
the  uncertainty  of  its  continuance,  and  foreseeing  his  certain 
ruin  at  the  end  of  it.  Estimates  on  tliese  points  cannot  Ijc  made 
with  much  precision,  but  they  ought  not  on  that  account  to  be 
overlooked;  and  in  making  tliem,  a  strong  loaning  ought  to  be 
indulged  towards  the  policy  of  securing  to  the  nation  independ- 
ent resources  within  itself. 

If  I  have  extended  these  remarks  beyond  the  proper  limits,  I 
must  find  my  apology  in  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  in  the 
tenor  of  your  letter,  for  which  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  acknowl- 
edgments, with  my  respects  and  best  wishes. 


TO  GBKEEAL  BTARK. 

Washington.  December  2(5,  181&. 

Stn, — A  very  particular  friend  of  yours,  who  has  been  much 
recommended  to  my  esteem,  has  lately  mentioned  you  to  me  in 
a  manner  of  which  I  avail  myself  to  offer  this  expression  of  the 
sense  I  have  always  entertained  of  your  character,  and  of  the 
part  you  bore  as  a  Hero  and  a  Patriot  in  establishing  the  In- 
dependence of  our  Country, 

I  cannot  better  render  this  tribute  than  by  congratulating 
yon  on  the  happiness  you  cannot  fail  to  derive  from  the  motives 
which  made  you  a  champion  in  so  glorious  a  cause;  from  the 
gratitude  shewn  by  your  fellow-citizens  for  your  distinguished 
services;  and  egpecially  from  the  opportunity  which  a  protracted 
life  has  given  you  of  witnessing  the  triumph  of  republican  In- 
gtitntions  so  dear  to  you,  in  the  unrivalled  prosperity  flowing 
from  them  during  a  trial  of  more  than  a  fourth  of  a  century* 
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May  your  life  still  be  continued  as  long  as  it  can  be  a  bless- 
ing; and  may  the  example  it  will  bequeath  never  be  lost  on 
those  who  live  after  you. 


TO  NOAH  WEBSTER. 

MONTPBLLIBB,  Jail^  — ,  1880.- 

Dear  Sir, — In  looking  over  my  papers  in  order  to  purge  and 
finally  arrange  my  files,  my  attention  fell  on  your  letter  of  Aug. 
20,  1804,  in  which  I  was  requested  to  give  such  information  as 
I  could  as  to  the  origin  of  the  change  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment which  took  place  in  1788.  My  answer  does  not  appear, 
the  copy  of  it  having  been  lost,  if  one  was  retained,  as  is  prob- 
able. Will  you  be  so  obliging  as  to  enable  me  to  replace  it, 
and  to  pardon  the  trouble  I  am  imposing  on  you;  accepting, 
at  the  same  time,  assurances  of  ray  esteem,  and  of  my  friendly 
respects? 


TO  REV'*  p.   C.   SCHAEFPER. 

MoNTPELLiBB,  Jan7  8,  1820. 

Rev'*  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  December  30,  with 
a  copy  of  the  Report  from  the  Committee  to  the  Managers  of 
the  Society  for  the  prevention  of  pauperism  in  N.  York. 

To  provide  employment  for  the  poor,  and  support  for  the  in- 
digent, is  among  the  primary,  and,  at  the  same  time,  not  least 
difficult  cares  of  the  public  authority.  In  very  populous  Coun- 
tries, the  task  is  particularly  arduous.  In  our  favored  Country, 
where  employment  and  food  are  much  less  subject  to  failures  or 
deficiencies,  the  interposition  of  the  public  guardianship  is  re- 
quired in  a  far  more  limited  degree.  Some  degree  of  interpo- 
sition, nevertheless,  is  at  all  times  and  every  where  called  for. 
In  the  cities,  as  the  most  crowded  spots,  this  has  been  most  the 
case;  and  in  N.  York,  as  appears,  is  in  a  greater  degree  the 
case  [than]  at  present  elsewhere,  or  than  is  usual  there.  The 
causes  of  this  peculiarity  are  satisfactorily  explained  in  the  Re- 
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port.    And  among  tlienii  as  was  to  be  presumed,  is  the  di.spro- 
portionate  resort  thither  of  the  poor  of  foreign  countries. 

Of  the  remedial  luoasure.s  suggested,  I  cannot  be  a  compotent 
judge,  so  nianj  local  eonsiderations  being  involved*  I  can  say, 
however^  that  the  general  view  taken  of  the  subject,  and  the 
vein  of  good  sense  conspicuous  in  tlie  Report,  autliorize  a  reli- 
ance on  the  judgment  which  dictated  it,  with  respect  to  details 
on  which  it  would  be  presumptuous  in  a  stranger  to  decide. 
^H  I  beg  you  to  receive  my  thanks  for  your  polite  communica- 
^^  lion,  and  a  return  of  the  good  wishes  with  which  you  accompa- 
E        nied  it. 

^^^^V  TO  ROBERT  WALSH. 

^^^^^P  MoMTPKLttiiR,  Jamiarj  11,  1B2(». 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  2nd,  with  the 
pamphlet  on  the  Missouri  question,  and  return  my  thanks  for 
your  politeness  in  the  comnmnication. 

Those  who  cannot  assent  to  your  conclusions  as  to  the  powers 
of  Congress,  and  the  preference  of  a  conlincd  to  a  dispersed 
situation  of  the  slaves  among  us,  must  still  be  sensible  of  the 
lustre  which  ingenuity  and  eloquence  have  bestowed  on  some 
of  your  premises*  And  there  cannot  be  many  whose  filings 
will  not  accord  with  your  pictui^es  of  the  evils  inherent  in  sla- 
very itself. 

It  is  far  frora  my  purpose  to  resume  a  subject  on  which  I 
have,  perhaps,  already  exceeded  the  proper  limits.  But,  having 
spoken  with  so  confident  a  recollection  of  the  meaning  attached 
l>y  the  convention  to  the  term  "migration/^  which  seems  to  be 
an  important  hinge  to  the  argument,  1  may  be  permitted  merely 
to  remark  that  Mr.  Wilson  *  with  the  proceedings  of  that  as- 
sembly fresh  on  his  mind,  distinctly  applies  the  term  to  persons 
coming  to  the  United  States  from  abroad^  (see  his  printed 
speech,  p.  59;)  and  that  a  consistency  of  the  passage  cited  from 
the  Federalist^  with  my  recollections,  is  preserved  by  the  dis- 

*  8i*o  Utter  of  J.  M.  to  Mr.  Walsb  of  November  27, 1819. 
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crioiinating  term  *^l)eneficial,^'  added  to  voluntary  emigrationii 
ffom  Europe  to  America, 

T  am  glad  to  loarn  tliat  jour  "appeal/'  Ac,,  has  so  quickly 
got  before  llie  Brilii^li  public.  It  will  satisfy  the  candid,  and 
ought  to  silence  the  prudent  part  of  the  nation.  From  the 
press  there  it  will  spread  the  more  easily  over  the  continent, 
where  Us  good  effects  will  be  not  less  certain,  I  congratulate 
yon,  sir,  very  sincerely  on  the  prospect  of  ample  success  to  your 
patriotic  and  very  able  performance,  and  beg  leave  to  renew 
the  assarances  of  my  esteem  and  good  wishes. 


TO  PBESIDENT  MONROE. 

MoNTPKtLiiii,  February  W,  1820. 

Deae  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  5th,  fol- 
lowed by  a  copy  of  the  public  document.^,  for  which  I  give  you 
many  thanks,  I  should  like  to  get  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of 
the  Convention.    Are  they  to  be  purchased,  and  where? 

It  appears  to  me,  as  it  does  to  you,  that  a  coupling  of  Mis- 
som*i  with  Maine,  in  order  to  force  the  entrance  of  the  former 
through  the  door  voluntarily  opened  to  the  latter,  is>  to  say  the 
least,  a  very  doubtful  policy.  Those  who  regard  the  claims  of 
both  as  similar  and  equal,  and  distrust  the  views  of  such  aa 
wish  to  disjoin  them,  may  be  strongly  tempted  to  resort  to  the 
expedient;  and  it  would,  perhaps,  be  too  much  to  say,  that  in  no 
possible  case  such  a  resort  could  be  justified.  But  it  may  at 
least  be  said  that  a  very  peculiar  case  only  could  supersede  the 
general  policy  of  a  direct  and  magnanimous  course,  api>ealing 
to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  others,  and  trusting  to  the  influ* 
ence  of  conciliatory  example. 

I  find  the  idea  is  fast  spreading  that  the  zeal  with  which  the 
extension,  so  called,  of  slavery  is  opposed,  has,  with  the  coa* 
lesced  leaders,  an  object  very  different  from  the  welfare  of  the 
slaves,  or  the  check  to  their  increase;  and  that  their  real  object 
is,  as  you  intimate,  to  form  a  new  state  of  parties,  founded  on 
local  instead  of  political  distinctions,  thereby  dividing  the  Kc* 
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publicans  of  tbe  North  from  those  of  the  South,  an  J  making  the 
former  instrumeutal  in  giving  to  tho  oppouents  of  both  an  as- 
cendency  over  the  wliole.  If  this  be  tlie  view  of  the  subject  at 
Washington,  it  furnishes  un  additional  reason  for  a  conciliatory 
proceeding  in  relation  to  Maine. 

I  have  been  truly  astoniBhed  at  some  of  the  doctrines  and  de- 
liberations to  which  the  Missouri  question  has  led,  and  particu- 
larly so  at  the  interpretations  put  on  the  terms  '*  migration  or 
importation^  &c,"  Judging  from  my  own  impressions,  I  should 
deem  it  impossible  tliat  tlje  memory  of  any  one  wlio  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  general  convention,  could  favor  an  opinion  that  the 
terms  did  not  exflnsivehj  refer  to  migration  and  importation 
into  the  United  States.  Had  iliey  been  understood  in  that  l»ody 
in  the  sense  now  put  on  them,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  the  alien- 
ation they  would  liave  then  created  in  certain  States;  and  no 
one  can  decide  better  than  yourself  the  efl'ect  they  would  Imve 
had  in  the  State  Conventions,  if  such  a  meaning  had  been 
avowed  by  the  advocates  of  the  Constitution.  If  a  suspicion 
Lad  existed  of  such  a  construction,  it  would  at  least  have  made 
a  conspicuous  figure  aoiong  the  amendments  proposed  to  the 
Instrument. 

I  have  observed,  as  ydy  in  none  of  the  views  taken  of  the 
ordinance  of  1T87,  interdicting  slavery  N.  W.  of  the  Ohio,  an 
allusion  to  the  circumstance  that,  when  it  passed,  the  Congress 
had  no  authority  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  from 
abroad;  that  all  tlic  States  had,  and  some  were  in  the  full  exer- 
cise of,  the  right  to  import  tbem;  and,  consequently,  that  there 
was  no  mode  in  which  Congress  could  check  the  evil  but  the 
indirect  one  of  narrowing  the  space  open  for  the  reception  of 
slaves.  Had  a  federal  authority  then  existed  to  prohibit  directly 
and  totally  the  importation  from  abroad,  can  it  be  doubted  that 
It  would  have  been  exerted?  and  that  a  regulation  liaving 
merely  the  effect  of  preventing  an  interior  dispersion  of  the 
slaves  actually  in  the  United  States,  and  creating  a  distinction 
among  the  States  in  the  degrees  of  their  sovereignty,  would  not 
have  been  adopted,  or  perhaps  thought  of? 

No  folly  in  tlic  Spanisli  Government  can  now  create  surprise. 
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I  wish  yon  happily  through  the  thorny  circumstances  it  throws 
in  your  way. 

Adieu,  &c. 


TO   C.   D.   WILLIAMS. 

Fbb»    — ,  1820. 

I  have  received  your  favor  of ,  accompanied  by  the 

pamphlet  on  the  subject  of  a  circulating  medium. 

I  have  not  found  it  convenient  to  bestow  on  the  plan  pro- 
posed the  attention  necessary  to  trace  the  bearings  and  opera- 
tions of  new  arrangements  ingeniously  combined  on  a  subject 
wliich,  in  its  most  simple  forms,  has  produced  so  much  discussion 
.  among  political  economists. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  a  paper  currency,  rigidly  limited  in 
its  quantity  to  purposes  absolute  necessary,  may  be  made  equal 
and  even  superior  in  value  to  specie.  But  experience  does  not 
favor  a  reliance  on  such  experiments.  Whenever  the  paper  has 
not  been  convertible  into  specie,  and  its  quantity  has  depended 
on  the  policy  of  the  Government,  a  depreciation  has  been  pro- 
duced by  an  undue  increase,  or  an  apprehension  of  it.  The  ex- 
pedient suggested  in  the  pamphlet  has  the  advantage  of  tying 
up  the  hands  of  the  Government;  but  besides  the  possibility  of 
Legislative  interferences  bursting  the  fetters,  a  discretion  vested 
in  a  few  hands  over  the  currency  of  the  nation,  and,  of  course, 
over  the  legal  value  of  its  property,  is  liable  to  powerful  objec- 
tions; and,  though  confined  to  a  range  of  5  per  cent.,  would  have 
still  room  for  a  degree  of  error  or  abuse  not  a  little  formidable. 
The  idea,  also,  of  making  foreign  currency,  depending  on  a  for- 
eign will,  and  the  balance  of  trade  always  varying,  and  at  no 
time  reducible  to  certainty  and  precision,  standards  for  a  na- 
tional currency,  would  not  easily  be  admitted. 

I  am  sensible,  sir,  that  these  observations  must  have  been  in- 
cluded in  your  examination  of  the  subject,  and  that  they  are  to 
be  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as  an  expression  of  the  re- 
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spect  and  acknowledgment  which  I  pray  you  to  accept  for  your 
polite  communication. 


TO  SAM*-  WYLLY8  POMEBOT. 

MoHTPiLLiKE.  (Vrao%)  FebJ^  1820. 

Sib, — Your  favor  of  the  7th,  with  the  Agricultural  pamphlet, 
came  duly  to  hand,  and  I  offer  my  thanks  for  them.  The  letter 
on  Dairy  farms  givea  some  interesting  views  of  the  subject. 
What  relates  to  the  use  of  tlie  spayed  heifer  in  place  of  the  ox 
is  new  to  me.  If  its  qualities  for  draught  he  such  as  seems 
to  be  attested,  they  furnish  new  ari^uments  for  making  less  use 
of  that  expensive  animal,  the  Horse.  That  their  carcass  will  be 
improved  for  beef,  comports  witli  analogy.  The  case  of  the  ox 
teams,  as  used  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  is  in  point  as  to  the  ap- 
titude of  the  ox  for  long  trips  and  warm  climates;  and  being 
of  domestic  experience  and  authority,  may  be  expected  to  com- 
bat prejudices  with  more  effect  than  evidence  drawn  from  dis- 
tant times  and  countries.  It  will  merits  therefore,  the  attention 
yoii  allot  to  it.  T  have  not  yet  read  the  other  papers  in  tlio 
publication;  but  from  the  subjects  of  them,  and  the  reputation 
of  the  Society  under  whose  auspices  they  appear,  I  regard  them 
as  promising  me  both  pleasure  and  instruction. 


TO  PRESIDENT  MONROE. 

MoKTP£LLiKR^  Februftfy  23,  182(>, 

Dear  Sir^ — I  received  yours  of  the  19th  on  Monday.  Gen- 
eral Brown,  who  returned  from  Monticello  that  evening,  has 
been  since  with  mo  till  10  o'clock  to-day. 

Your  letter  found  me  indisposed  from  exposure  to  a  cold 
wind,  without  due  precaution,  and  I  have  continaed  so.  I  write 
now  with  a  fever  on  mo.  This  circumstance  will  account  for 
both  the  delay  and  the  brevity  in  complying  with  your  request. 

The  pinch  of  the  difiSculty  in  the  case  stated  seems  to  bo  in 
the  words  **  forever,"  couple  J  with  the  interdict  relating  to  the 
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Territory  N.  of  lat.  36*^  30'.  If  the  necessary  import  of  these 
words  be,  tliat  they  arc  to  operate  as  a  condition  on  future  States 
admitted  into  the  Union,  and  aa  a  restriction  on  tlieni  after  ad- 
mission, tbey  seem  to  encounter  indirectly  the  argument  which 
prevailed  in  the  Senate  for  an  unconditional  admission  of  Mis- 
souri. I  must  conclude,  therefore,  from  the  assent  of  tlic  Senate 
to  these  words,  after  the  strong  vote  on  constitutional  grounds 
against  the  restriction  on  Missouri,  tliat  there  is  some  other 
mode  of  explaining  the  words  in  their  actual  application. 

As  to  the  right  of  Congress  to  apply  such  a  restriction  during 
the  territorial  periods,  it  depends  on  the  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion specially  providing  for  the  management  of  these  subordi- 
nate ostablislimcnts. 

On  one  side,  it  naturally  occurs  that  the  right,  being  given 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  in  suspension  of  the  great 
principle  of  self-governmeat,  ought  not  to  be  extended  farther 
nor  continued  longer  than  the  occasion  might  fairly  require. 

On  the  other  side,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Constitutional 
phrase,  "  to  make  all  rules,*'  &c.,  as  expounded  by  uniform  prac- 
tice, is  somewhat  of  a  ductile  nature,  and  leaves  much  to  legis- 
lative discretion. 

The  questions  to  be  decided  seem  to  be — 1'*,  whether  a  terri^ 
tonal  restriction  bo  an  assumption  of  illegitimate  power,  or — 2, 
a  measure  of  legitimate  power.  And  if  the  latter  only,  whether 
the  injury  threatened  to  the  nation  from  an  acquiescence  in  the 
measure,  or  from  a  frustration  of  it,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  be  the  greater.  On  the  iirst  point  there  is  certainly 
room  for  difference  of  opinion,  though,  for  myself,  I  must  own 
that  I  have  always  leaned  to  the  belief  that  the  restriction  was 
not  within  the  true  scope  of  the  Constitution.  In  the  alterna- 
tive presented  by  the  second  point,  there  can  be  lo  room,  with 
the  cool  and  candid,  for  blame  on  those  acquiescing  in  a  concil* 
iatory  course,  the  demand  for  which  was  deemed  urgent,  and 
the  course  itself  deemed  not  irreconcilable  with  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

This  is  the  hasty  view  of  the  subject  I  have  taken*  I  am 
aware  that  it  may  be  suspected  of  being  influenced  by  the  habit 
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of  a  guarded  constructioti  of  Constitutional  powers;  and  1  have 
cerlaiuly  felt  all  tho  influence  tliat  could  justly  How  from  a  con- 
viction that  an  uucoutroulGd  dispersion  of  llie  slaves  now  in  the 
United  States  was  not  only  best  for  the  nation,  but  most  favor- 
able for  the  slaves  also^  both  as  to  their  prospects  of  emancipa- 
tion, and  as  to  their  condition  in  the  mean  time. 

The  inflammatory  conduct  of  IU\  Klu*^  surprises  every  one* 
His  general  warfare  against  the  slaveholding  States^  and  his 
eflforts  to  disparage  tho  securities  derived  from  the  Constitution, 
were  least  of  all  to  be  looked  for.  I  have  noticed  lessa  of  re- 
currence to  the  contemporary  expositions  of  the  charier  than 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  zeal  and  industry  of  the  champions 
in  debate.  The  proceedings  of  the  Virginia  Convention  have 
been  well  sifted;  but  those  of  other  States  ought  not  to  have 
been  overlooked.  The  speeches  of  Mr,  King  in  Massachusctt?, 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  in  New  York,  shew  the  ground  on  which 
they  vindicated  particularly  the  compound  rule  of  representa- 
tion in  Congress.  And  doubtless  t!iero  are  many  other  evi- 
dences of  the  way  of  thinking  then  prevalent  on  that  and  other 
articles  equally  the  result  of  a  sense  of  equity  and  a  spirit  of 
mutual  coacession. 


TO  W,  H,    CRAWFOED^ 

MoNTPMLLiBiy  FebroAry  25,  1820. 

Dear  SrR, — Yours  of  February  12th,  with  tho  medal  from 
Count  Marbois»  were  duly  handed  to  mo  by  General  Brown, 
Will  you  do  me  the  favor,  wfienevcr  you  have  occasion  to  write 
to  the  Count,  to  make  my  acknowledgements  for  this  token  of 
his  polite  attention,  and  assure  him  that  he  has  a  full  return  of 
the  friendly  sentiments  and  wishes  expressed  by  him? 

I  learn,  with  pleasure,  from  General  Brown,  that  you  enjoy 
good  health  in  the  midst  of  your  oiBcial  fatigues*  I  Iiope  the 
former  will  cootinue,  and  that  the  latter  will  accomplish  for 
our  Country  all  the  good  which  I  am  sure  is  the  object  of  them. 

When  do  you  meditate  an  excursion  into  tho  Country,  or  a 
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trip  t  >  Georgia?  In  either  case,  it  need  not  be  repeated  tbat 
Montpelier  lias  ever  the  most  cordial  welcome  for  Mrs.  C.  and 
yourself,  to  both  of  whom  Mrs.  M.  joins  in  a  tender  of  sincere 
respects,  and  of  every  good  wish. 


TO  TENCH  COXB. 

MovTPKLLiKB,  March  20, 1820. 

Dear  Sib, — On  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  7th,  I  dropped  a 
few  lines  to  the  President  on  the  subject  of  your  son,  I  did  it, 
however,  rather  in  compliance  with  your  desire,  than  from  a 
doubt  that  his  own  dispositions  would  be  as  favorable  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit.  I  sincerely  wish  that  nothing  in  them 
mav  oppose  the  object  you  have  so  much  and  so  justly  at  heart. 

I  am  glad  to  find  you  still  sparing  moments  for  subjects  in- 
teresting to  the  public  welfare.  The  remarks  on  the  thorny 
one  to  which  you  refer  in  the  "National  Recorder,"  seem  to  pre- 
sent the  best  arrangement  for  the  unfortunate  part  of  our  pop- 
ulation whose  case  has  enlisted  the  anxiety  of  so  many  benevo- 
lent minds,  next  to  that  which  provides  a  foreign  outlet  and  lo- 
cation for  them.  I  have  long  thought  that  our  vacant  territory 
was  the  resource  which,  in  some  mode  or  other,  was  most  appli- 
cable and  adequate  as  a  gradual  cure  for  the  portentous  evil; 
without,  however,  being  unaware  that  even  that  would  encoun- 
ter serious  diflSculties  of  different  sorts. 

I  had  noticed  the  views  published  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer on  the  culture  of  the  vine,  and  conjectured  the  source  to 
which  they  were  to  be  credited.  1  heartily  wish  they  may  en- 
gage the  same  public  attention,  and  with  the  same  success  as 
distinguished  the  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  article  of  cotton;  but  it 
can  scarcely  be  hoped  that  a  progress  equally  rapid  will  take 
place  in  the  case  of  the  vine  as  was  experienced  in  the  other.  I 
believe  I  have  heretofore  expressed  my  anticipation  of  a  de- 
creasing market  for  all  our  great  staples  for  exportation,  and 
of  the  consequent  necessity  of  directing  our  labour  to  other  ob- 
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jects.  The  vine  would  add  a  very  important  one,  as  you  have 
slieTvn,  to  the  manufacturing  substitutes.  With  rogpect  to  these, 
I  concur  in  the  opinion  which  I  take  to  be  yours,  tliat  tlic  zeal 
of  some  of  their  advocates  has  jiuslied  them  beyond  the  practi- 
cable and  eligible  limit;  whilst  others  have  run  into  the  oppo- 
site extreme,  by  allowing  no  exceptions  to  a  just  theory.  A 
middle  course,  difficult  to  be  dclined,  and  more  difficult  to  be 
mad©  the  basis  of  a  compromise  in  the  National  Councils  and 
in  the  public  opinion,  would  in  this,  as  in  roost  cases,  be  the  ad- 
vitiable  one.  After  all,  I  fear  the  greatest  obstacle  to  domestic 
manufactures  lies  where  it  has  not  been  sufficiently  adverted  to, 
aud  wlicre  it  will  be  found  most  difficult  to  overcome  it;  I  mean, 
in  t!ie  credit  %vljich  the  foreign  capital  gives  in  the  sale  of  im- 
ported manufactures  over  our  manufacturers,  who,  giving  little 
or  no  credit  to  the  retail  merchants,  these  must  do  the  i^ame  to 
the  consumer.  The  importing  merchants,  by  the  credits  they 
enjoy,  enabling  the  retailers  to  grant  correspondent  indulgences, 
the  foreign  fabrics  readily  exclude  or  supplant  the  domestic  in 
the  general  consumption,  notwithstanding  the  preference  due  to 
the  quality  and  price  of  the  domestic.  I  am  led  to  believe,  that 
apart  frntn  the  difference  between  the  credit  and  cash  sales,  tho 
market  for  the  domestic  would  rapidly  extend  itself.  There 
seems  to  be  an  additional  circumstance  not  friendly  to  the  house* 
hold  branch,  more  than  to  our  spinning  establishments.  The 
sale  of  yarns  being  of  less  importance  to  the  retail  merchants 
through  the  country  than  that  of  iinportcd  stuffs,  they  are  not 
intererfted  in  favoring  the  household  looms  by  keeping  on  hand 
the  spun  material. 

It  is  proposed  in  Congress,  I  see,  to  invigorate  the  statutory 
contest  with  O.  Britain  for  a  reciprocity  in  the  West  India 
ti'ade,  in  which  the  address  of  the  latter  has  thus  far  parried 
the  measures  on  this  side.  Perseverance  in  countervailing  her 
Protean  expedients  cannot  fail  of  ultimate  success.  But  the 
peace  and  plenty  now  enjoyed  in  Europe,  and  still  more,  the 
supplies  attainable /Vo/»  Canada  and  from  the  contiguous  parts 
of  the  United  States,  now  become  so  productive,  through  Can- 
ada, may  render  the  contest  more  obstinate  than  might  have 
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happened  at  periods  when  the  dependence  of  the  Islands  on  our 
exports  was  more  acutely  felt. 


TO  WILLIAM  S.   OARDELL. 

March  — .  1820. 

Sm, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  4thp  inclosing  a 
printed  copy  of  a  circular  address  on  the  subject  of  a  *' National 
Philological  Academy," 

The  object  of  such  an  Institution  well  recommends  it  to  favor- 
able attention*  To  provide  for  tlie  purity,  the  uniformity,  and 
the  stabilily  of  language,  is  of  great  importance  under  many 
aspects;  and  especially  as  an  encouragement  to  genius  and  to 
literary  labours,  by  extending  the  prospect  of  just  rewards,  A 
universal  and  immortal  language  is  amoug  the  wishes  never 
likely  to  be  gratified.  But  all  languages  are,  more  or  less,  sus- 
ceptible of  improvement  and  of  preservation;  and  none  can  be 
better  entitled  to  the  means  of  perfecting  and  fixing  it  than  that 
common  to  this  country  and  Great  Britain;  since  there  is  none 
that  seems  destined  for  a  greater  and  freer  portion  of  the  human 
family.  This  consideration  alone  makes  it  desirable,  that  in- 
stead of  allowing  this  common  tongue  to  be  gradually  fashioned 
into  distinct  ones,  or  even  to  diverge  into  different  dialects,  there 
should  be  at  least  a  tacit  co-operation  in  perpetuating  its  iden- 
tity by  a  joint  standard.  No  obstacle  on  the  side  of  Great 
Britain  can  arise  from  the  present  ascendency  of  British  over 
American  literature  and  population.  Whilst  it  must  be  flatter* 
ing  to  both  nations  to  contemplate  the  prospect  of  covering  with 
their  posterity  and  their  language  a  greater  space  on  the  earth 
than  any  other  nation,  it  is  obvious  that  a  few  years  will  trans- 
fer the  ascendency  to  the  United  States,  with  respect  to  the 
number  of  people,  and  that  a  period  of  years  may  be  calculated 
to  have  a  like  effect  as  to  the  number  devoting  themselves  to 
scientific  and  literary  pursuits. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject  you  will  not  doubt  my  cordial 
wishes  for  the  success  of  the  projected  AcademVi  nor  the  sense 
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1  have  of  the  honorary  relation  to  it  held  out  to  me.  Foresee- 
ing^ at  the  same  time,  as  I  cannot  but  do,  that,  in  accepting  it,  1 
should  be  a  nominal  functionary  only,  and  in  the  way  of  some 
other  choice  which  might  justify  the  distinction  by  the  services 
dae  from  it»  I  must  hope  to  be  excused  for  requesting  that  ray 
name  may  not  be  proposed»as  suggested  by  your  partiality  and 
politeness. 

I  know  not  well  what  to  say  in  answer  to  your  request  of 
names  worthy  of  being  associated  in  the  proposed  Institution. 
I  am  not  sure  that  any  occur  to  me  at  present  who  are  not  suf- 

ciently  known  to  the  public;  nor  can  I  lose  sight  of  the  risk 

"of  doing  injustice,  l>y  omissions  of  which  I  should  be  iincon- 

scious.     I  shall  not  be  backward,  nevertheless,  in  contributing 

any  future  aid  on  this  head  which  ray  better  recollections,  or 

further  information,  may  put  in  my  power. 


TO  K.   VAN  BUBEK,   ALBAITT, 

MoNTPELLiFB,  Mar.  27,  1820. 

Sm, — X  have  just  received  your  communication  of  the  15th, 
in  which  my  consent  is  requested  to  the  publication  of  my  cor- 
respondence 10  1814  with  the  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  tlien  Governor  of  New  York^  on  the  subject  of  his  p>ro- 
posed  nomination  for  the  Department  of  State,  There  being 
nothing  in  that  correspondence  which  I  could  possibly  wish  to 
be  regarded  asunder  a  seal  of  secrecy,  I  cannot  hesitate  in  com- 
plying with  the  request. 

As  most  delicate  to  the  Vice  President,  as  well  as  becoming 
to  myself,  under  existing  circumstances,  I  forbear  to  add  for  pub- 
lication any  further  expression  of  the  high  sense  which  I  have 
always  entertained  of  his  exertions  and  services  during  the 
period  of  the  late  war,  and  which  were  so  generally  applauded 
throughout  the  Nation. 

The  transcripts  are  returned,  with  the  interlined  correction 
from  tlie  papers  in  my  possession  of  a  few  immaterial  errata,  the 
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effect,  probably,  of  the  copying  pen.  I  am  not  able  to  lay  my 
hand  on  the  first  letter  from  me  of  September  28,  1814;  but  I 
cannot  doubt  the  suflScient  exactness  of  the  copy  now  returned. 


TO  M.   VAN  BUREN.* 

1820. 

D*  Sir, — I  find  by  a  newspaper  just  come  to  hand  that  the 
publication  of  the  correspondence  with  Governor  Tompkins  ra 
1814  is  preceded  by  that,  or  rather  part  of  that,  between  you 
and  myself. 

I  cannot  but  regret  that  my  intention  in  this  particular  was 
not  rightly  understood.  My  hasty  letter  was  written  under  the 
impression  that  nothing  would  go  to  the  press  but  the  original 
correspondence,  with,  at  most,  an  intimation  that  it  had  been 
ascertained  that  on  my  part  there  was  no  desire  that  there 
should  be  any  seal  of  secrecy  on  it.  Writing  under  this  im- 
pression, I  did  not  distinguish  between  the  letter  from  you  as 
chairman  and  that  in  your  own  name;  to  the  latter  of  which 
the  terms  of  mine  were  more  particularly  adapted  than  to  the 
other. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  any  comments  on  this  publication,  but  am 
apprehensive  of  inferences  from  the  face  of  it  that  I  furnished 
the  copies  of  the  original  correspondence,  which  I  should  have 
thought  of  doubtful  propriety,  at  least  if  I  should  have  readily 
done  it;  and  that  I  publicly  volunteered  for  the  occasion  an 
extra  testimony  of  my  high  sense  of  the  merits  of  the  Vice 
President;  which  would  not  have  accorded  with  the  aversion  I 
ought  to  feel  at  any  thing  like  interfering  with  party  politics, 
and  which  is  commensurate  with  the  manifest  impropriety  of  it. 

I  have  thought  it  proper,  Sir,  to  trouble  you  with  these  re- 
marks, in  full  confidence  that  you  will,  in  the  mode  you  may 
deem  best,  controul  such  inferences  as  I  have  alluded  to  by  let- 
ting it  be  publicly  known  that  they  are  erroneous;  which  1  pre- 
sume may  be  done  without  a  publication  of  this  letter. 

*  Not  sent,  there  appearing  to  be  no  occasion  for  the  explanation. 
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TO  MARK  L.   HILL, 

AmiL   —f  1820. 

D"  Sib, — ^I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  ITlh,  inclosing 
two  letters  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  one  to  the  late  Governor  Lang- 
don,  the  other  to  yourself,  and  a  copy  of  your  printed  address 
to  your  constitnents  on  the  Missouri  question.  The  letters  I 
return,  as  you  desired.  Mr.  Jefferson  was  very  ri;ilit,  I  think, 
in  not  assenting  to  the  publication  of  his  letter  to  your  uncle. 

I  was  myself  intimately  acquainted  with  your  uncle,  and 
cheerfully  concur  in  all  the  praise  Mr.  Jefferson  bestows  on 
liim.  Ete  was  a  true  patriot  and  a  good  man;  witli  a  noble 
way  of  thinking,  and  a  frankness  and  warmtli  of  heart  Mi  at 
made  his  friends  love  him  much,  as  it  did  me  in  a  high  degree, 
and  disarmed  his  enemies  of  some  of  the  asperity  indulged  to- 
wards others. 

The  candid  view  you  have  given  of  the  Missouri  question  is 
well  calculated  to  assuage  the  party  zeal  which  it  generated. 
As  long  as  the  conciliatory  spirit  which  produced  tlje  Constitu- 
tion remains  in  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  the  several  parts  of 
the  Union  understand  the  deep  interest  which  every  part  has 
in  maintaining  it,  these  stormy  subjects  will  soon  blow  over; 
and  the  people,  on  the  return  of  calm,  be  more  disposed  to  con- 
sider wherein  tlieir  interests  agree,  than  wherein  t!ieir  opinions 
differ*  The  very  discords  to  which  they  found  themselves  sub- 
ject, even  under  the  guardianship  of  a  united  Government,  pre- 
monish  them  of  tlie  tempestuous  hostilities  which  await  a  disso- 
lution of  it.  I  did  not  know  that  I  had  bo  much  personal 
concern  in  the  length  of  the  session  as  1  found  I  had  by  its 
effect  on  your  intended  visit.  I  well  know  how  much  room 
there  is  for  sympathetic  recollection  of  the  political  scenes 
through  which  we  have  passed,  and  should  have  found  ilie  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  you  increased  by  the  tranquil  review  which  our 
conversations  might  have  taken  of  them,  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  a  future  opportimity  will  repair  the  disappointment,  and 
that  it  may  still  be  in  my  power  to  express  to  you^  under  my 
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TiDC  and  fig  treo^  the  esteem  and  friendly  respects  of  which  I 
pray  you  to  accept  this  assurance  at  Washington. 


TO  J.   Q.   ADAMS* 

MoKTPBLLiiim,  Jane  13, 1820. 

Dear  Sm, — I  have  received  and  return  ray  thanks  for  jonr 
polite  faTor  accompanying  the  copy  of  tlie  printed  Journal  of 
the  Federal  Conrention,  transmitted  in  pursuance  of  a  late  res- 
olution of  Congress. 

In  turning  over  a  few  pages  of  the  Journal,  which  is  all  I 
have  done^  a  casual  glance  caught  a  passage  which  erroneously 
prefixed  my  name  to  the  proposition  made  on  the  7th  day  of 
September,  for  making  a  council  of  six  members  a  part  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government.  The  proposition  was 
made  by  Col.  George  Mason,  one  of  the  Virginia  delegates,  and 
seconded  by  Doctor  Franklin.  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the 
fact;  for,  besides  my  recollection,  whicli  is  sufficiently  distinct 
on  the  subject,  my  notes  contain  the  observations  of  each  in 
support  of  the  proposition.  As  the  original  Journal,  according 
to  my  extract  £i*om  it,  does  not  name  the  mover  of  the  proposi- 
tion, the  error,  I  presume,  must  have  had  its  source  in  some  of 
the  extrinsic  communications  to  you;  unless,  indeed^  it  was  , 
found  in  some  of  the  separate  papers  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Convention,  or  is  to  be  ascribed  to  a  copying  pen-  The  degree 
of  symphony  in  the  two  names,  Madison  and  Mason^  may  pos- 
sibly have  contributed  to  the  substitution  of  the  one  for  the 
other. 

This  explanation  having  a  reference  to  others  as  well  as  my- 
self, I  have  thought  it  would  be  neither  improper  nor  unaccept- 
able. 
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TO   0.   W.   PEATHEBSTONHAUOH. 

JUNB    — ,  1820. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  tst  instant,  with 
tlie  pamphlet  containing  the  '*  Address  from  the  Board  of  Agri- 
cnltore  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  the  County  Societies.*' 

I  thank  yon,  Sir,  for  the  commnnication.  Tlic  address  seems 
happily  calculated  as  well  to  dissuade  from  the  fallacious  pur- 
suits which  have  been  bo  extensively  injnriouSj  as  to  cherisli  a 
zeal  for  the  one  most  e^^sential,  to  the  public  prosperity;  and 
which  gives,  at  the  same  time,  the  best  assurance  of  individual 
success. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  see  the  interest  now  generally  taken 
in  Rural  Economics,  The  extent  in  which  the  State  of  New 
York  has  patronized  the  study  and  practice  of  them  is  highly 
creditable  to  its  liberality,  and  merits  the  more  attention^  as  it 
forms  a  ground  of  instructive  comparison  with  the  experiments 
left  by  other  States  to  the  unaided  associations  of  patriotic  in- 
dividuals. Thus  far,  the  experiment  in  the  latter  form  has  a 
promising  aspect  with  us.  But  it  is  of  too  recent  a  commence- 
ment for  any  final  inference  with  regard  to  its  comparative  suc- 
cess. 

I  shall  deposit  the  publication,  for  which  I  am  indebted^  with 
the  Board  to  which  I  belong,  not  doubting  that  it  will  readily 
accept  the  proffered  correspondence  with  that  of  New  York. 
I  have  as  little  reason  to  donbt  a  similar  disposition  of  the 
other  Societies  within  the  State. 

I  cannot  at  present  send  you  the  document  requested  in  a 
pamphlet  form.  As  soon  as  I  can  procure  a  copy,  it  shall  be 
pat  under  a  cover  and  forwarded* 

EH                                                                        MoKTPBLLiKi,  July  %d,  1820. 
Sm, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  June  20,  with  the  trans- 
lated copies  of  Pradt's  Europe  for  1819,  and  of  the  1'*  Vol.  of 
VOL.  Ill,                    12 
L : 


TO  GEOEOE  ALEXAKDEE  OTIS. 
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Botta's  History  of  our  War  of  Independence.  Be  pleased  to 
accept  my  thanks  for  both. 

The  literary  reputation  of  the  latter  author,  with  the  philo- 
sophic spirit  and  classic  taste  allowed  abroad  to  this  historical 
work,  justly  recommended  the  task  in  which  you  are  engaged 
of  placing  a  translation  of  it  before  American  readers,  to  whom 
the  subject  must  always  be  deeply  interesting,  and  who  cannot 
but  feel  a  curiosity  to  see  tlie  picture  of  it  as  presented  to  Eu- 
rope by  so  able  a  hand.  The  author  seems  to  have  the  merit 
of  adding  to  his  other  qualifications  much  industry  and  care  in 
his  researches  into  the  best  sources  of  information,  and  it  may 
readily  be  supposed  that  he  did  not  fail  to  make  the  most  of  his 
access  to  those  in  Prance  not  yet  generally  laid  open.  A  com- 
pleat  view  of  our  revolutionary  contest  involves  transactions  in 
and  out  of  the  Cabinets  of  the  several  nations  who  directly  or 
indirectly  participated  in  it,  which  time  may  be  expected  more 
and  more  to  disclose. 

I  sincerely  wish.  Sir,  that  you  may  meet  with  all  the  encour- 
agement due  to  your  laudable  undertaking;  which,  besides  the 
gratification  it  will  aflFord  to  readers  in  general,  will  enable  the 
more  critical  part  of  them  to  mark  and  correct  errors  which  all 
the  care  and  candor  of  Mr.  Botta  may  not  have  avoided,  and 
whicli  either  do  injustice  or  not  full  justice  to  the  American 
cause  and  character. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  give  an  opportunity  for  subscribing  your 
proposals  to  such  of  the  individuals  in  my  vicinity  as  are  most 
likely  to  make  use  of  it.  The  number  would  be  small  under 
more  favorable  circumstances.  Under  those  now  felt  every 
where,  I  cannot  venture  to  expect  any  sensible  aid  to  the  publi- 
cation. 


TO   D*   DB  LA  MOTTA, 

MONTPKLLIKB,  AQg..  1820. 

Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  with  the 
Discourse  delivered  at  the  Consecration  of  the  Hebrew  Svna- 
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gogue  at  Savannalii  for  wkich  you  will  please  to  accept  mj 
thanks. 

The  history  of  the  Jews  must  forever  be  interesting.  The 
motlern  part  of  it  is,  at  the  same  timOi  so  Kttle  generally  known, 
that  every  ray  of  light  on  the  sulgect  has  its  value. 

Among  tlie  features  peculiar  to  the  political  system  of  the 
tJmted  States,  is  the  perfect  equality  of  rights  whicli  it  secures 
to  every  religious  sect.  And  it  is  particularly  pleasing  to  ob- 
serve in  the  good  citizenship  of  such  as  have  been  most  dis- 
trusted and  oppressed  elsewhere  a  happy  illustration  of  the 
safety  and  success  of  this  experiment  of  a  just  and  benignant 
policy.  Eqnal  laws,  protecting  equal  rights,  arc  fonnd,  as  they 
ought  to  bo  presumed,  the  best  guarantee  of  loyalty  and  love 
of  country;  as  well  as  best  calculated  to  cherish  that  mutual 
respect  and  good  will  among  citizens  of  every  religious  denom- 
ination wdiich  are  necessary  to  social  harmony,  and  most  favor- 
able to  the  advancement  of  truth.  The  account  you  give  of  the 
Jews  of  your  congregation  brings  them  fully  within  the  8cop6 
of  these  observations. 


TO   RICHARD   RUSH. 

MoxTPEiLtin,  Au^.  12,  1820. 

D*  Sir, — In  acknowledging  your  favor  of  September  last,  an 
interval  between  that  date  and  this  presents  itself,  which  would 
call  for  apology  were  I  less  sure  that  you  would  put  no  miscon- 
struction on  it.  The  truth  is,  I  well  know  your  time  must  be  so 
engrossed  with  objects  more  important  than  my  correspondence, 
that  I  am  unwilling  to  multiply  its  interferences,  notwithstand- 
ing the  temptations  I  feel  in  the  pleasure  which  your  letters  af- 
ford me, 

I  thank  you  much,  my  dear  sir,  for  your  kindness  in  pro* 
curing  the  posthumous  works  of  Gibbon,  and  the  continuation 
of  Eustace,  by  Sir  R.  Iloare.  The  latter  I  have  not  yet  found 
H  convenient  to  look  over.  The  former  has  recreated  not  a 
few  of  my  leisure  hours.   I  have  to  tliank  you,  also,  for  the  copy 
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you  were  so  good  as  to  spare  of  the  paraplilet  relating  to  the 
ITnlkam  Etitate.  It  contains  some  iostriictivc^  and  many  amusmg, 
pages.  I  was  surprised  to  see  stated,  as  a  new  expedient,  the 
su1*stit!rtion  of  (hfthtg  for  turfing >  I  bad  practised  the  former 
for  several  years  on  a  small  scale,  withoiit  regarding  it  in  the 
least  as  a  new  idea. 

The  scene  you  are  witnessing,  in  the  case  of  the  British  Queen, 
so  agitating  on  the  local  theatre,  is  regarded  not  without  curi- 
osity at  this  distance.  The  Ministry  seem  to  be  entangled  in  their 
own  web;  and  Monarcliy  itself  may  well  dread  the  tendency  of 
snch  specimens,  in  the  present  temper  of  the  world,  and  with 
the  contrast  of  an  uneorrupted  Republic  giving  full  relief  to 
such  deformities.  This  consideration,  I  presume^  accounts  for 
the  general  anxiety  to  stifle  the  inquiry  in  its  birth. 

You  see  that  the  evasive  resorts  of  the  British  Parliaroent 
against  the  retaliating  acts  of  Congress  have  produced  a  fur- 
ther effort  to  force  a  reciprocity  in  the  West  India  trade.  I 
heartily  wish  you  maybe  able  to  negotiate  the  controversy  into 
a  just  and  amicable  settlement,  for  the  benefit  of  both  parties. 
Resting^  as  the  claims  of  Congress  do,  on  the  soundest  of  prin- 
ciples, and  united  and  committed  in  the  contest  as  all  parties 
here  now  are,  no  retreat  on  this  side  can  be  expected  on  the 
other;  notwithstanding  the  advantage  it  may  have  at  this  post- 
poned epoch  for  making  the  British  West  Indies  independent 
of  direct  supplies  from  the  United  States,  particularly  by  sup- 
plies through  Canada  from  the  districts  now  so  productive  on 
the  Lakes  and  the  S'  Lawrence.  It  has  always  appeared  to  me 
that  the  British  Government  had  no  plausible  plea  for  the  course 
it  has  pursued^  The  rule  of  reciprocity,  the  only  admissible 
one  between  independent  nations,  evidently  forbade  it  The 
very  principle  of  Colonial  monopoly  gives  no  countenance  to  it; 
that  principle  exchiding  all  commercial  intercourse  between  a 
Colony  and  a  foreign  Country,  other  than  through  the  parent 
State,  and  being  abandoned  the  moment  a  direct  intercourse  is 
opened  in  national  vessels.  The  Colonial  ports  in  tfris  ease  are 
assimilated  tx>  other  ports  of  the  same  nation  opened  to  such  in- 
tercourse; and  are  brought,  of  course,  within  the  same  rule  of 
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reciprocity.    Nor  is  there  any  truth  \n  the  plan»  ao  much  urged 

on  the  British  side,  and  too  often  udmitted  on  ours,  wldch  refers 
to  the  practice  of  other  Europeaa  nations  liaving  Colonies.  The 
general  practice  of  these  nations,  inconfonuably  to  the  Colo- 
nial principle,  is  to  shut  the  Colonies  against  all  direct  trade 
with  foreign  Countries.  But  it  is  equally  their  practice,  when- 
ever they  find  it  requisite  to  su,spcDd  the  principle  by  opening 
the  Colonial  ports  to  a  foreign  trade,  to  respect  the  principle 
of  reciprocity,  by  allowing  to  foreign  vessels  the  same  carrying 
privileges  with  their  own.  If  there  be  any  exception,  it  is  of 
recent  date,  and  probably  an  effect  of  the  British  practice,  in- 
stead of  a  precedent  for  it. 

You  will  learn,  with  pleasure,  that  the  seasons  of  the  present 
year  are  proving  abundantly  fruitful  throughout  our  whole 
Country*  For  want  of  adequate  markets,  however,  particularly 
for  the  esculent  grains,  tlie  surplus  will  not  give  the  desired  re- 
lief from  the  pressure  felt  by  so  large  a  portion  of  the  people, 
This  roust  be  the  work  of  time  and  economy,  aided  by  the  pro- 
fessional household  manufactures.  The  latter  abridges  the  ex- 
penditures of  individuals;  and  both,  the  amount  to  be  paid  to 
foreign  nations.  There  are  glimpses,  it  would  seem,  in  late 
Parliamentary  discussioos,  of  some  approaching  relaxation  of 
the  system  which  precludes  the  sale  of  British  products  by  re- 
fusiug  to  purchase  those  of  other  Countries,  In  so  plain  a  case, 
the  error  of  the  system  cannot  permanently  resist  the  increasing 
light  on  all  subjects  of  political  economy.  But  it  is  so  common 
to  find  a  long  interval  between  the  discovery  and  the  correction 
of  a  false  policy,  that  other  remedies  must  be  relied  on  for  the 
_  difficulties  felt  here. 

^^^B  TO  BBENABD  SMITH. 

^^^^^  Sept»  1820. 

^V  D"  Sin, — I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  6th  instant.   Know- 

W  ing  nothing  that  could  in  the  least  detract  from  the  respect  and 

I  confidence  of  which  you  have  had  successive  marks  from  me,  I 
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should  always  be  ready  to  bear  the  testimony  requested,  under 
circumstances  not  liable  to  be  misconstrued  or  misrepresented. 
How  far  those  under  which  it  would  now  be  given  are  of  that 
character,  I  cannot  but  think  may  deserve  the  consideration  of 
us  both.  The  people  of  the  States  are  naturally  and  justly 
jealous  of  external  interferences,  and  particularly  so  on  occa- 
sions when  they  are  exercising  their  elective  rights;  and  any 
thing  from  me  to  be  publicly  used  on  the  approaching  one  to 
which  you  refer,  would  be  the  more  likely  to  awaken  that  feel- 
ing, as  it  involves,  it  seems,  a  great  political  question,  on  which 
a  local  bias  might  be  alleged  or  suspected  to  be  chargeable  on 
me.  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  think  I  do  not  err  in  sup- 
posing that  I  consult  your  advantage,  not  less  than  what  con- 
cerns myself,  in  leaving  the  result  in  the  present  case  to  the 
merit  which  heretofore  procured  the  suffrages  of  your  constitu- 
ents, and  to  their  intelligence  and  liberality  in  appreciating  your 
discharge  of  the  trust  committed  to  you. 

I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  very  kind  wishes  you  have  expressed, 
and  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  a  sincere  return  of  mine  for  a  long 
and  prosperous  life. 


MONTPELLIEB,  Oct    14,  1820. 

Dear  Sir, — In  fulfilment  of  my  promise,  I  return  the  letters 
to  General  Washington  which  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  for- 
ward to  me.  I  should  have  done  it  sooner,  but  that  I  had  hoped 
to  return  at  the  same  time  the  letters  expected  from  Richmond. 
Will  you  permit  me  to  recall  your  attention  to  the  latter  por- 
tion, (which,  I  believe,  will  comprise  the  letters  I  could  most 
wish  to  obtain,)  that  the  Chief  Justice  may  not  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  recess  for  looking  them  up? 

Be  assured  always  of  my  high  esteem  and  my  cordial  respects. 

To  Judge  Washington. 
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TO   JOEL   K.    MEADE. 

OCTOBBK  U,  1820. 

Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  and 
cannot  speak  too  favoraldj  of  the  object  wliich  employs  your 
thoughts,  or  of  the  distinguished  xeal  with  which  you  devise 
means  for  accomplishing  it.  Of  those  which  have  occurred  you 
ask  my  opinion.  I  wish  it  were  better  entitled  to  the  eoufidence 
you  seem  to  attach  to  it,  Sucli  as  it  is,  I  give  it  with  the  can- 
dour which  I  cannot  doubt  you  will  approve,  however  it  may 
be  wanting  in  any  other  recommendation. 

An  essential  reliance  is  placed  in  a  lottery  and  a  Society,  (in* 
cor|K>rated,  of  course,)  under  the  aiitliority  of  Congress.  To  the 
first,  there  will  be  serious  objections  of  a  moral  nature  with 
some,  and  of  a  constitutional  nature  with  others.  To  the  sec- 
ond, constitutional  objections  will  be  urged  of  a  still  more  de- 
cided cast. 

Should  none  of  these  objections  prevail,  and  the  lottery  be 
successful  to  an  adequate  extent,  the  conversion  of  the  pecuniary 
fund  into  a  large  landed  estate,  as  proposed,  would  involve 
others  which  could  not  but  be  allowed  peculiar  weight.  A  So- 
ciety formed  of  scattered  members,  with  a  trust  in  which  they 
would  not  be  personally  interested,  and  that  trust  at  so  great 
a  distance,  and  consisting  of  farms  and  leases^  would  scarcely 
be  exempt  from  mismanagements  of  a  ruinous  tendency.  What- 
ever might  be  the  purity  and  activity  of  the  founders  and  their 
first  agents,  relaxations  of  zeal  in  their  successors,  wnth  multi- 
plying opportunities  for  collusions  and  other  abuses,  would 
speedily  ensue.  Nothing  has  been  found  more  difficult  in  prac- 
tice than  to  guard  charitable  institutions  against  mismanage- 
ments fatal  to  their  original  objectn.  In  England,  where  they 
have  abounded  in  every  form,  late  investigations  have  brought 
to  light  a  degree  and  a  generality  of  t!ie  perveraeness  of  their  en- 
dowments into  sinecures  and  corrupt  jobs,  which  suggest  every 
where  the  utmost  precaution  against  such  evils j  a  task  whic!i 
will  always  be  more  difficult  in  proportion  to  the  complexity 
of  the  plans,  and  the  number,  the  dispersion,  and  the  distance 
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of  those  wlio  are  to  be  concerned  in  the  superintendence  and 
conduct  of  them* 

Some  provision  for  selecting  and  edncating  youths  who  pos- 
sess gcninst  and  virtue,  without  the  means  of  doing  justice  to  the 
gifts  of  nature,  seems  equally  dao  to  individual  merit  and  to  the 
public  welfare.  The  difficulty  lies  in  devising  the  plans  at  once 
most  practicable  and  most  effectual.  Perhaps  a  limitation  of 
the  efforts,  in  the  first  instance,  at  least,  to  the  sphere  and  pa* 
tronage  of  the  local  authorities,  would  promise  most  success. 
Constitutional  difficulties  would  then  be  avoided;  a  greater  sim- 
plicity in  the  plans  and  responsibility  in  the  execution  of  them 
attainable.  And  an  emulation  in  that,  as  is  taking  place  in 
other  instances,  might  produce,  finally,  the  most  eligible  pro- 
vision for  the  object  in  viewt  a  provision  for  selecting  boys 
of  uncommon  promise,  and  carrying  them  forward,  as  their  mer- 
its might  develope  themselves,  through  the  successive  grades  of 
education  proposed  for  the  State.  But  it  has  never  received  a 
legislative  sanction, 

I  have  only  to  add  to  these  remarks  a  request  that  they  may 
be  regarded  as  merely  addressed  to  yourself,  and  a  tender  of 
my  respect  and  good  wishes. 


TO  TENCH   COXE, 

MONTPBLLLKE,  NoV.  Oh,  1820. 

Dear  Sm, — ^I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th,  and  writ- 
ten one  to  the  President,  which  will  remind  him  of  your  snc- 
cessive  services  to  your  Country,  and  convey  my  sense  of  their 
merit  and  value.  Being  in  no  correspondence  with  any  of  the 
present  members  of  the  Senate,  I  feel  myself  less  at  liberty  to 
do  the  same  with  them;  especially  as  there  may  be  some  deli- 
cacy in  anticipating  a  nomination  from  the  Executive.  I  will, 
however,  drop  a  few  Hoes  in  confidence  to  one  of  the  Senators 
from  this  State. 

1  am  glad  to  find  that  you  have  not  relinquished  your  watch- 
fulness over  our  public  affairs,  or  your  efforts  to  give  fair  and 
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consistent  views  of  important  subjects  evolved  in  tlie  progress 
of  tlicm.  This  can  best  be  done  by  those  who  know  beat,  as 
well  the  general  spirit  and  scope  of  our  political  institutions,  as 
the  history  of  the  proceed inga  under  them.  I  see  every  day 
errors  afloat,  which  prove  how  much  is  unknown  or  forgotten 
of  what  is  essential  to  a  just  and  satisfactory  comment  on  poli- 
tics of  tlio  times.  Facts  even  tlie  most  easily  traced,  when  not 
remembered,  seem,  in  many  instances,  to  be  entirely  misunder- 
stood or  misapplied.  Among  thesc»  none  is  more  remarkable 
than  the  allegations  issuing  from  so  many  sources  against t  what 
18  called  the  Soutliern  ascendency.  Certain  it  is,  that  there 
never  has  been  a  time  (nor  is  there  likely  to  be  one)  when  there 
has  not  been  a  minority  of  Southern  votes  in  both  Ilonses  of 
Congress.  It  is  equally  certain,  that  in  the  first  period  under 
the  existing  Constitution,  when  the  most  precions  fruits  of  it 
wore  gathered,  the  ascendency  wa^  clsewliere,  and  not  in  that 
section.  Nor  is  it  less  certain,  that  if  during  subsequent  pe- 
riods tlio  Southern  opinions  and  views  have  generally  prevailed 
in  the  National  Councils,  it  is  to  l»o  ascribed  to  the  coinciding 
opinions  and  views  entertained  by  such  a  portion  of  otiier  sec- 
tions as  produced,  in  the  aggregate,  a  majority  of  the  nation. 
The  ascendency,  therefore,  was  not  a  Southern,  but  a  Republi- 
can one,  as  it  was  called  and  deemed  by  all,  wherever  residing, 
who  contributed  to  it.  But  I  am  not  only  overstepping  my  in- 
tended limit,  but  repeating  what  is  better  understood  oy  no  one 
than  yourself. 

In  looking  over  my  pamphlets  and  other  printed  papers,  I 
perceive  a  chasm  in  tlie  Debates  of  Congress  between  March  4, 
1790,  (being  tlie  close  of  N«  III  of  Vol.  IV,  by  T.  Lloyd,)  and 
the  removal  of  Congress  from  Philadelphia  to  Washington. 
May  I  ask  tlie  favor  of  you,  if  it  can  be  done  without  difficulty, 
to  procure  for  me  the  means  of  filling  the  chasm.  I  should  be 
glad,  also,  to  procure  a  pamplilet,  '^Sketches  of  American  policy, 
by  Noah  Webster,"  publiKlied  in  Pliiladelphia  in  1784  or  ^5; 
and  another,  *'Pelitiah  Webster^s  dissertation  on  the  jiolitical 
Union  and  Constitution  of  the  thii^teen  United  States,*'  pub- 
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lislied  in  1783  or  '4.    Both  of  them  have  disappeared  from  mj 
coUectioD  of  such  thiQgs. 


TO   PBESIDENT  MONBOB. 

MOITTPILLIEB,  Nov.  19,  ISSfll 

Dear  Sir, — Yesterday's  mail  brought  me  your  favor  of  the 
16th,  with  a  copy  of  your  message;  the  only  one  which  reached 
me,  no  newspaper  containing  it  having  come  to  hand. 

Tte  view  you  liave  taken  of  our  public  affairs  cannot  but  be 
well  received  at  home,  and  increase  our  importance  abroad. 
The  state  of  our  finances  is  the  more  gratifying,  as  it  so  far  ex- 
ceeds tlie  public  hopes.  I  infer  from  the  language  of  your  letr 
ter  that  the  contest  for  the  chair  terminated  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  and  that  it  manifested  a  continuance  of  the  spirit  which 
connected  itself  with  the  Missouri  question  at  the  last  session. 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  ia  the  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  new  State,  which  furnishes  a  text  for  the  angry  and 
unfortunate  discussion*  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  clause, 
if  against  ^he  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.,  would  be  a  nullity;  it 
being  impossible  for  Congress,  with,  more  than  without,  a  con- 
currence of  new  or  old  members  of  the  Union,  to  vary  tbe  polit- 
ical equality  of  the  States,  or  their  constitntional  relations  to 
each  other  or  to  the  whole*  But  it  must,  to  say  the  least,  be  an 
awkward  precedent  to  sanction  the  constitution  of  the  new 
State  containing  a  clause  at  variance  with  that  of  the  tJ.  S,, 
even  with  a  declaration  that  the  clause  was  a  nullity-  and  tho 
awkwardness  might  become  a  very  serious  perplexity  if  the  ad- 
mission of  the  new  State  into  the  Union,  and  of  its  Senators 
and  Representatives  into  Congress,  and  their  participation  in 
the  acts  of  the  latter,  should  be  followed  by  a  determination  of 
Missouri  to  remain  as  it  is,  rather  than  accede  to  an  annulment 
of  the  obnoxious  clause.  Would  it  not  be  a  better  course  to 
suspend  the  admission  until  the  people  of  Missouri  could  amend 
their  constitution;  provided  their  so  doing  would  put  an  end  to 
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the  controversy,  and  produce  a  quiet  admission  at  the  ensuiDg 
session?  Or,  if  the  objections  to  this  course  be  insuperable, 
may  it  not  deserve  consideration  whether  tlie  terms  of  the 
clause  would  not  be  satisfied  by  referring  the  authority  it  gives 
to  the  case  of  free  people  of  color  not  citizens  of  other  States? 

Not  having  the  constitution  of  Missouri  at  hand,  I  can  form 
no  opinion  on  this  point;  but  a  right  in  the  States  to  inhibit 
the  entrance  of  that  description  of  coloured  people,  it  may  be 
presumed,  would  be  as  little  disrelished  by  the  States  having 
no  slaves  as  by  the  States  retaining  tliem,  Tliere  is  room,  also, 
for  a  more  critical  exaininatioo  of  the  constitutional  meaning 
of  the  term  "citizens"  than  has  yet  taken  place,  and  of  tlie  ef- 
fect of  the  various  civil  disqualifications  applied  by  the  laws  of 
the  States  to  free  people  of  color. 

I  do  not  recollect  that  Mr,  Corrca  liad  any  direct  or  explicit 
conversation  with  me  on  the  subject  between  bira  and  the  Gov- 
ommeiit*  It  is  possible  that  ray  view  of  it  might  have  been  in- 
ferred from  incidental  observations;  but  I  have  no  recollections 
leading  me  to  the  supposition,  unless  an  inference  was  made 
from  a  question  touched  on  concerning  the  precise  criterion  be- 
tween a  civilized  and  uncivilized  people,  which  had  no  connec- 
tion, in  my  mind,  with  his  diplomatic  transactions.  What  may 
have  passed  with  Mr.  Jefferson,  I  know  not. 

I  find  that  Mr.  Tench  Coxe  is  desirous  of  some  proJitaUe 
mark  of  the  confidence  of  the  Government,  for  which  ho  sup- 
poses some  opportunities  are  ap|iroaching,  and,  with  that  view, 
that  you  should  be  reminded  of  his  public  career.  I  know  not 
what  precise  object  he  has  in  his  thoughts,  nor  how  far  he  may 
be  right  in  anticipating  an  opening  for  its  attainment;  and  I 
am  aware  both  of  your  own  knowledge  of  his  public  services, 
and  of  your  good  dispositions  towards  him.  I  feel  an  obliga- 
tion, nevertheless,  to  testify  in  his  behalf  that,  from  a  very  long 
acquaintance  with  him,  and  continued  opportunities  of  remark- 
ing his  political  course,  I  have  ever  considered  him  among  the 
most  strenuous  and  faithful  laborers  for  the  good  of  his  coun- 
try. At  a  very  early  period,  he  was  an  able  defender  of  its 
commercial  rights  and  interests.    He  was  one  of  the  members 
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of  the  convention  at  Annapolie.  His  pen  was  indefatigable  in 
demo nf^tra ting  tlie  necessity  of  a  new  form  of  Govornincnt  for 
the  natioD,  and  he  has  steadfastly  adhered,  in  spite  of  many 
warping  considerations,  to  the  true  principles  and  policy  on 
which  it  oonrht  to  be  administered.  lie  has  also  much  merit  in 
the  active  and  efficient  part  he  had  in  giving  impul.se  to  the 
cotton  cultivation  and  other  internal  interests,  a!id  I  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  his  mind  and  his  pen  continue  to  l>e  occupied 
with  sulgects  closely  connected  with  (he  public  welfare.  With 
thctso  itopressiouB  of  the  services  he  has  rendered,  I  cannot  but 
own  that  any  provision  that  could  be  proper  in  itself,  and  con- 
tribute to  make  his  advanced  a^e  more  comfortable  than  it 
otherwise  might  be,  would  tifford  me  real  pleasure.  Of  its  prac- 
ticability I  do  not  presume  to  judge. 

In  looking  over  the  bundle  of  my  letters  to  Mr.  Jones,  I  End 
one  dated  in  December,  1780;  containing  a  statement  of  what 
passed  in  the  old  Congress  relative  to  the  proposed  cession  of 
the  Mississippi  to  Spain,  corresponding /»reci.s**??/  with  my  recol- 
lection of  it  as  c^xplained  to  you.  I  was  disappointed  in  finding 
it  limited  to  that  year.  My  correspondence  ran  through  a 
much  longer  period,  of  which  I  have  proofs  on  hand;  and  from 
the  tenor  of  the  above  letters,  and  my  intimacy  with  him,  I 
have  no  doubt  tliat  my  communications  were  often  of  an  inter- 
esting character.  Perhaps  the  remaining  letters,  or  a  part  of 
them,  may  have  escaped  your  search.  Will  you  be  so  good  as 
to  renew  it  whenever  and  wherever  the  convenient  opportanity 
may  admit? 

What  is  become  of  the  secret  journals  of  the  old  Congress, 
and  when  will  the  press  give  them  to  the  public? 

A  fever  of  the  typhus  denomination,  which  has  for  some 
months  ticcn  rambling  in  this  district  of  country,  has  lately 
found  its  way  to  this  spot.  Out  of  fourteen  patients  within  ray 
precincts,  five  have  died,  two  only  have  perfectly  recovered^ 
and  among  the  rest  tlie  major  number  are  very  ill.  New  cases, 
also,  are  almost  daily  occurring,  I  Imye  sustained  a  heavy  loss 
in  a  youjig  fellow  who  was  educated  in  Washington,  a  cjok, 
and  was  becoming,  moreover,  a  competent  gardener.    I  am  suf- 
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fering,  also,  mncli  from  the  protracted  illness  of  the  man  charged 
with  my  farming  business,  which  exposes  the  sereral  crops  not 
yet  secured  to  great  neglect  and  waste. 

We  have  heard  oothing  particularly  of  Mrs,  Monroe's  health, 
wbiclj  wc  hope  has  been  fully  restored.  We  hare  the  same 
hope  as  to  Mr.  Gouvernear,  who  Mr.  Hay  informed  me  was  dan- 
gerously ill. 

tWith  our  best  wishes  for  you  all,  be  assured  of  my  affection- 
ate respects. 
■  TO  GENERAL    LA  PATETTE. 

MoNTPBLLiua,  Nov^  25,  1B20« 
I  have  received,  my  dear  friend,  your  kind  letter  of  July  22, 
inclosing  your  printed  opinion  on  the  Election  project.    It  was 
very  slow  in  reaching  me. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find,  by  your  letter,  that  you  retain,  undi- 
minished, the  warm  feelings  of  friendship  so  long  reciprocal  be- 
tween ns;  and,  by  your  "opinion^"  that  you  are  equally  CDnstant 
to  the  cause  of  liberty,  so  dear  to  ns  both.  I  hope  your  strug- 
gles in  it  will  finally  prevail,  in  the  full  extent  required  by  the 
wishes  and  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  your  Country. 

We  feel  here  all  the  pleasure  you  express  at  the  progress  of 
reformation  on  your  Continent.  Despotism  can  only  exist  in 
darkness,  and  there  are  too  many  lights  now  in  the  political 
firmament  to  permit  it  to  reign  any  wliere  m  it  has  heretofore 
done  almost  every  where.  To  the  events  in  Spain  and  Naples 
has  succeeded  already  an  auspicious  epoch  in  Portugal.  Free 
States  seem^  indeed,  to  be  propagated  in  Europe  as  rapidly  as 
new  States  are  on  tliis  side  of  the  Atlantic*  Nor  will  it  be  easy 
for  their  births,  or  their  growths,  if  safe  from  dangers  within, 
to  be  strangled  by  external  foes;  who  are  not  now  sufficiently 
imited  among  themselves,  arc  coutrouled  by  the  aspiring  senti- 
ments of  their  people,  are  without  money  of  their  own^  and  are 


190 


WOEES    OF    MADISON. 


1820. 


no  longer  able  to  draw  on  the  foreign  fund  wliicli  has  liithcrto 
supplied  tlieir  belligerent  necessities. 

Here,  wc  are,  oti  tlie  whole,  doing  well,  and  giving  an  exam- 
ple of  a  free  8ystem^  whicli^  I  trust,  will  be  more  of  a  pilot  to  a 
good  port  tlian  a  beacon -warning  from  a  bad  one.  We  baTC, 
it  is  true,  occasional  fevers,  but  tbey  are  of  the  transient  kind, 
flying  off  through  the  surface,  without  preying  on  the  vitals.  A 
Government  like  ours  has  so  many  safety-valves^  giving  vent  to 
overheated  passions,  that  it  carries  within  itself  a  relief  against 
the  infirmities  from  which  the  best  of  human  Institutions  can- 
not be  exempt,  The  subject  wliich  ruffles  the  surface  of  public 
affairs  most,  at  present,  is  furnished  by  the  transmission  of  tbc 
'^Territory  "  of  Missouri  from  a  slate  of  nonage  to  a  maturity 
for  self-Government,  and  for  a  membership  in  the  Union. 
Among  the  questions  involved  in  it,  the  one  most  immediately 
interesting  to  humanity  is  the  qneslion  %vbether  a  tolenition  or 
prohibition  of  slavery  Westward  of  the  Mississippi  would  most 
extend  its  evils.  Tlie  hnmane  part  of  the  argument  against  the 
prohibition  turns  on  the  position,  that  whilst  the  importation 
of  slaves  from  abroad  is  precluded,  a  diffusion  of  those  in  the 
Country  tends  at  once  to  meliorate  tlieir  actual  condition,  and 
to  facilitate  their  eventual  emancipation.  Unfortunately^  the 
subject,  which  was  settled  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  by  a 
mutual  concession  of  the  parties,  is  reproduced  on  the  arena 
by  a  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  Missouri,  distinguishing  be- 
tween free  persons  of  colour  and  white  persons,  and  providing 
that  the  Legislature  of  the  new  State  shall  exclude  from  it  the 
former.  What  will  be  the  issue  of  the  revived  discussion  is  yet 
to  be  seen.  The  case  opens  the  wider  field,  as  the  Constitutions 
and  laws  of  the  different  States  arc  much  at  variance  in  the  civic 
character  given  to  free  persons  of  colour;  tliose  of  most  of  the 
States,  not  excepting  such  as  have  abolished  slavery,  imposing 
various  disqiialilications,  w^hich  degrade  them  from  the  rank  and 
rights  of  white  persons.  All  these  perplexities  dcvelopc  more 
and  more  the  dreadful  frnitfulness  of  the  original  sin  of  the  Af- 
rican trade. 
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I  will  not  trouble  jou  with  a  full  picture  of  our  economics. 
The  cessation  of  neotral  gains,  the  fiscal  dcrangcmonts  incident 
to  our  late  warp  tlie  inundation  of  foreign  merchandizes  since, 
and  the  spurious  remedies  attempted  by  the  local  autltorities,  give 
to  it  some  disagreealdc  features.  And  they  are  made  the  more 
so  by  a  remarkable  downfal  in  the  prices  of  two  of  our  great 
staples,  breadstuffg  and  tobacco,  carryino:  privations  to  every 
inan\s  door,  and  a  severe  pressure  to  such  as  labour  under  debts 
for  the  discharge  of  which  they  relied  on  crops  and  prices,  which 
liave  failed.  Time,  however,  will  prove  a  sure  physician  for 
these  maladies.  Adopting  the  remark  of  a  British  Senator,  np- 
plied  with  less  justice  to  his  Country,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Revolutionary  contest,  we  may  say  that,  **  Although  oura 
way  have  a  sickly  countenance,  we  trust  she  has  a  strong  Con- 
Btitution." 

I  see  that  the  bickerings  between  our  Governments  on  the 
point  of  tonnage  has  not  yet  been  terminated.  The  difficulty, 
I  should  flatter  myself,  cannot  but  yield  to  the  spirit  of  amity 
and  tfie  principlci^  of  reciprocity  entertained  by  the  parlies. 

You  would  not,  believe  me,  be  more  happy  to  see  me  at  La- 
grange than  I  should  bo  to  see  you  at  Montpelinr,  wliere  you 
Vouhi  find  as  zealous  a  farmer,  though  not  so  well  cultivated  a 
farm  as  Lagrange  presents.  As  an  interview  can  Imrclly  be  ex- 
pected to  take  place  at  both,  I  may  infer,  from  a  comparison  of 
our  ages,  a  better  chance  of  your  crossing  tiie  Atlantic  than  of 
mine.  You  have  also  a  greater  inducement  in  the  greater  num- 
ber of  friends,  whose  grat ideations  would  at  least  equal  yom' 
own.  But  if  we  are  not  likely  to  see  one  another,  we  can  do 
what  is  the  next  best,  communicate  by  letter  what  we  would 
most  wish  to  express  in  person;  and,  particularly,  can  repeat 
those  sentiments  of  affection  and  esteem  which,  whether  ex- 
pressed or  not,  will  ever  be  most  sincerely  felt  by  your  old  and 
steadfast  friend. 
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TO   JAMES   BARBOTTK- 

Nov«  25,  1820. 

Dear  Sm, — Although  I  know  not  that  any  occasion  will  arise 

makinn-  it  portinent  to  brinpr  the  political  career  of  Mr  T.  Coxe 
to  your  attention,  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  my  recollections  of  it, 
refiise  my  testimony  as  to  tlic  credit  to  which  it  is  entitled.  I 
am  not  unaware  that  ho  may  have  political  and  perhaps  per- 
sonal enemies  who  do  not  speak  as  I  think  of  hira.  But  facts 
cannot  be  impaired  by  opinions. 

Mr,  Coxe  was  one  of  the  Convention  at  Annapolis  [in]  1786| 
where  he  was  reg^arded  as  a  sound  politician,  as  particularly  en- 
ligliteued  on  subjects  of  commerce,  and  as  a  man  of  literary  ac- 
complisliments.  His  pen  was  ably  and  indefatigably  employed 
in  defending  and  recommending  the  Cou^titntion  proposed  by 
the  Convention  of  1787.  And  he  ha,*?  steadfastly  adhered,  in 
gpite  of  many  considerations,  some  of  a  very  trying  sort,  to  the 
principles  and  policy  in  administering  it  whicli  ultimately  had 
the  sanction  of  the  nation.  He  has  the  merit,  also,  of  an  elab- 
orate  and  distinguished  work,  vindicating,  at  an  early  day,  our 
commerce  against  its  foreign  foes;  and  of  an  im* 

portant  impulse,  throagh  the  press,  to  the  cultivation  of  cottx)n, 
since  become  the  primary  staple  of  our  exports;  not  to  mention 
instructive  efforts  in  favor  of  the  onltivations,  which  by  degrees 
may  become  valuable  additions  to  our  Agricultural  prosperity. 
With  this  view  of  his  pretensions,  combined  with  a  long  and  in- 
timate acquaintance,  I  cannot  but  own  that  any  provision  for 
him  that  would  be  proper  in  itself,  and  contribute  to  make  his 
advanced  age  more  comfortable  than  it  otherwise  might  bo, 
would  afford  me  real  pleasure;  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying 
BO,  not  forgetting,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  may  be  most  deli- 
cate  to  do  it  in  confidence,  in  order  to  avoid  an  apparent  antici* 
pation  when  I  can  have  no  warrant  for  it. 
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TO  P,   CORBIIf. 

NovKMBieR,  2fi,  1S20. 

D*  Sir, — I  had  tlie  pleasure  of  rcceiviDg,  a  few  days  ago, 
your  favor  post-marked  the  IStli,  in  lieu  of  the  greater  fjlcasaro 
with  which  I  should  have  received  you  in  propria  jyersona,  I 
am  sorry  you  so  readily  yielded  to  the  consideration  which  de- 
prived ti3  of  it  in  September.  Tlie  addition  of  your  company 
would  Iiave  been  felt  no  otherwise  than  an  an  ingredient  highly 
acceptable  to  that  yon  would  have  met  hero,  as  well  as  to  Mrs. 
M.  and  myself.  For  a  day  or  two,  indeed,  jou  might  have  been 
involved  in  the  common  distress  occasioned  by  the  hopeless  and 
expiring  condition  of  the  little  son  of  Mrs.  Scott;  but  even  that 
drawback  might  not  have  taken  place  within  the  period  of  your 
risit. 

You  complain  of  tlie  times,  which  are  certainly  very  hardj 
but  you  have  a  great  abatement  of  your  comparative  suffering 
in  your  paper  funds,  notwitlistanding  the  suspension  of  tlioir 
current  productiveness.  This  is  but  a  hjcrum  resmns.  How 
many  are  feeling  the  damnum  emergens  also  I  Besides,  in  the 
eTcnt  of  a  necessary  sale  of  property^  (certainly  not  your  case,) 
the  paper  property  is  the  only  sort  that  can  find  a  toleralde  and 
certain  market.  Whilst  I  condole  with  you,  therefore,  on  the 
hardships  in  which  you  participate,  I  must  congratulate  yon  on 
your  escape  ft'oni  a  portion  which  afflicts  others.  The  general 
condition  of  these  is  truly  lamentable.  If  debtors  to  the  Banks,' 
nothing  can  relieve  tliem  but  a  renewal  of  disconnts,  not  to  be 
looked  for:  if  owing  debts,  for  discharging  which  they  Imve 
relied  on  crops  or  prices,  which  have  failed,  they  have  no  re- 
source but  in  the  sale  of  property,  which  none  are  able  to  pur- 
chase. With  respect  to  all  these,  the  times  are  liard  indeed; 
the  more  so,  as  an  early  change  is  so  little  within  the  reach  of 
any  fair  calculation. 

I  do  not  mean  to  discuss  the  question  how  far  slavery  and 
farming  are  incompatible.  Oar  opinions  agree  as  to  the  evil, 
moral,  political,  and  economical,  of  the  former.  I  still  think, 
notwithstanding,  that  under  all  the  disadvantages  of  slave  eul- 
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tivation,  much  improvement  in  it  is  practicable.  Proofs  aro 
annually  taking  place  within  my  own  sphere  of  observation; 
particularly  where  slaves  are  held  in  small  numbers,  by  good 
masters  and  managers.  As  to  the  very  wealthy  proprietors, 
much  less  is  to  be  said.  But  after  all,  (protesting  against  any 
inference  of  a  disposition  to  underrate  the  evil  of  slavery.)  is  it 
certain  that  in  giving  to  your  wealth  a  new  investment,  you 
would  be  altogetlier  freed  from  the  cares  and  vexations  incident 
to  the  shape  it  now  has?  If  converted  into  paper,  you  already 
feel  some  of  the  contingencies  belonging  to  it;  if  into  commer- 
cial stock,  look  at  the  wrecks  every  where  giving  warning  of 
the  danger.  If  into  large  landed  property,  where  there  are  no 
slaves,  will  you  cultivate  it  yourself?  Then  beware  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  faithful  or  complying  labourers.  Will  you 
dispose  of  it  in  leases?  Ask  those  who  have  made  the  experi- 
ment what  sort  of  tenants  are  to  be  found  where  an  ownership 
of  the  soil  is  so  attainable.  It  has  been  said  that  America  is  a 
country  for  the  poor,  not  for  the  rich.  There  would  be  more 
correctness  in  saying  it  is  the  country  for  both,  where  the  latter 
have  a  relish  for  free  government;  but,  proportionally,  more  for 
the  former  than  for  the  latter. 

Having  no  experience  on  the  subject  myself,  I  cannot  judge 
of  the  numerical  point  at  which  congratulations  on  additional 
births  cease  to  be  appropriate.  I  hope  that  your  7th  son  will 
in  due  time  prove  that  in  his  case,  at  least,  they  were  amply 
called  for;  and  that  Mrs.  C.  and  yourself  may  long  eiyoy  the 
event  as  an  addition  to  your  happiness. 

Mrs.  M.  unites  with  me  in  this,  and  in  every  assurance  of  re- 
spect and  good  wishes  to  you  both. 


TO  RICHARD  RUSH. 

December  4th,  1820. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  my  last,  which  was  of  August  12, 1  have 
been  favoured  with  yours  of  August  30,  with  which  was  returned 
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iny  letter  to  Mr,  Koilsalli  irLose  vanisliraent  is  not  a  little  re- 
markable. Notwithstanding  the  traiible  given  you  by  that  let- 
ter, I  am  not  deterred  from  relying  on  your  goodness  to  have 
the  two  now  inclosed  forwarded  to  the  parties.  To  one  of  them 
the  direction  is  so  precise  that  it  will  readily  find  its  own  way. 
To  the  other,  Miss  Writrht,  the  direction  h  as  partit-akr  a,s  her 
letter  to  me  enabled  mo  to  make  it.  This  lady  is  the  author  of 
a  Tragedy,  **AUorf,"  said  to  have  been  favorably  received  on 
the  Theatres  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  I  can  add  little, 
1  believe,  to  what  our  public  prints  will  give  you  concerning 
onr  country.  A  great  piuch,  through  the  greater  part  of  it,  is 
•  felt  by  the  mass  of  the  people,  occasioned  by  the  discontinuance 
or  contraction  of  Bank  discounts,  and  by  the  unexampled  fall 
in  the  prices  of  produce.  Flour,  an  article  so  extensively  the 
main  resource,  is  as  low  as  four  dollars  per  barrel,  and  in  this 
State  does  not  exceed  3J.  It  Ims  been  even  lower  than  that, 
and  from  the  account  of  crops  abroad,  and  the  great  ones  at 
home,  a  further  depreciation  is  apprehended.  The  general  em- 
barrassment produced  by  these  causes  is  multiplying  inj«nous 
or  abortive  experiments  for  relief. 

Congress  have  not  yet  engaged  in  any  of  the  subjects  most 
likely  to  bring  on  a  fermentation.  A  very  painful  one  is  ap- 
prehended from  a  renewal  of  that  relating  to  the  Missouri  case. 
The  tariff  is  another  not  a  little  pregnant  with  animated  discus- 
sion. But  it  divides  the  nation  in  so  checkered  a  manner,  that 
its  issue  cannot  be  very  serious;  especially  as  it  involves  no 
great  constitutional  question.  The  manufacturers,  also,  should 
tUey  fail  entirely  in  their  hopes  from  Congress,  will  experience 
much  encouragement  from  the  cheajmess  of  food,  of  materials, 
and  of  labour,  resulting  from  the  cessation  of  the  foreign  de- 
mands. It  is  unlucky  that  a  greater  degree  of  mutual  cooces- 
sion  on  this  subject  is  not  likely  to  prcvaii  in  the  National 
Councils  and  the  public  mind.  Instead  of  increasing,  it  might 
then  mitigate,  the  alienation  threatened  by  the  Missouri  contro- 
versy. 
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TO  THOMAS  JBPFBHSON. 

MoKTPiELLrKii,  Dec  10,  1820. 

Dear  Sie, — Tours  of  November  29  came  to  haiid  a  few  days 
ago.    The  letter  from  T,  Coxe  is  returned.    I  bad  one 

from  him  lately  on  the  same  auliject,  and,  in  consequence,  re- 
minded the  President  of  his  political  career;  droppings  at  the 
same  time,  a  few  lines  in  liis  favour  to  our  Senator,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour. I  sincerely  wisli  something  proper  in  itself  could  be  done 
for  him.     He  needs  it  and  deserves  it. 

The  law  terminating  appointments  at  periods  of  four  years  is 
pregnant  with  mischiefs  such  as  you  describe.  It  overlooks  the 
important  distinction  between  repealing  or  modifying  the  office 
and  displacing  the  officer.  The  former  is  a  legislative,  the  lat- 
ter an  Executive  function;  and  even  the  former,  if  done  with  a 
view  of  re-estaV>lishing  the  office  and  letting  in  a  new  appoint* 
raent,  would  be  an  indirect  violation  of  the  theory  and  policy 
of  tlie  Constitution.  If  the  principle  of  the  late  statute  be  a 
sound  one,  nothing  is  necessary  but  to  limit  appointments  held 
during  pleasure  to  a  single  year,  or  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, in  order  to  make  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  a  tenure  of 
office,  instead  of  tliat  of  the  President  alone.  If  the  error  be 
not  soon  corrected,  the  task  will  be  very  difficult;  for  it  is  of  a 
nature  to  take  a  deep  root. 

On  application,  through  Mr.  Stephenson,  I  have  obtained 
from  the  legislative  files  at  Richmond  a  copy  of  CoL  Bland*a 
letter  to  you,  for  which  I  gave  you  the  trouble  of  a  search  last 
fall.  The  letter  being  a  public,  not  a  private  one,  was  sent  to 
the  Legislature,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  writer.  It 
contains  what  I  expected  to  find  in  it;  a  proof  that  I  diflfered 
from  bim  on  the  question  of  ceding  the  Mississippi  to  Spain  in 
1780. 
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TO  MB,   PEATHERSTONHAUOH. 

Dko«  23,  1820. 

Sib, — I  received  your  letter  of  the  7  on  the  20th  instant. 
The  agricultural  paper  to  which  it  refers  being  already  in  print, 
ia,  of  course,  subjeet  to  any  further  publication  without  my 
consent,  and  I  regard  the  asking  it  as  a  special  mark  of  your 
politeness;  the  more  so,  as  it  was  intended  to  give  nic  an  oppor- 
tunity of  rectifying  the  errors  into  which  I  might  have  fallen. 
That  there  may  be  more  of  these  than  have  occurred  to  either 
of  us,  IB  probable;  and  that  tlie  passage  you  have  pointed  out 
may  be  particularly  exposed  to  unfriendly  criticism,  your  sug- 
gestions ought  to  make  me  aware.  I  have  not,  liowevcr,  if 
there  were  time,  the  means  of  consulting  the  most  recent  works 
on  chemistry,  and  adapting  what  was  advanced  to  the  most  a\> 
proved  of  them.  I  must  leave  it,  therefore,  as  it  is;  with  a  wish, 
nevertheless,  that  if  the  paper  be  inserted  in  your  Agricultural 
Memoirs,  it  may  be  accompanied  with  whatever  notices  may  be 
necessary  to  shew  that  its  errors  are  those  of  an  individual 
only,  and  nowise  chargeable  on  a  defective  state  of  chemical 
knowledge  in  our  country. 

It  was  far  from  my  purpose  to  enter  into  the  depths  of  the 
question  concerning  the  formation  and  food  of  plants.  I  had 
in  view  merely  to  infer,  from  the  vast  variety  of  disBimilar  ob- 
jects in  the  organized  departments  of  nature,  that  they  could 
not  all  be  composed  of  a  few  ingredients  precisely  the  same  in 
aU.  I  could  not  reconcile,  either  with  a  physical  possibility  or 
with  the  apparent  economy  of  nature,  a  supposition  that  those 
few  distinct  ingredients,  whether  designated  under  the  names 
of  elements,  atoms,  molecules,  or  gases,  could  produce  so  great 
a  jrrofusion  of  heterogeneous  existences;  that  they  could  be  in- 
discriminately fitted  for  the  composition  and  structure  of  each 
of  them;  and,  consequently,  that  the  entire  mass  of  organizable 
matier  might  be  converted  into  a  single  species  of  plants,  the 
poiatoe  for  example,  and  thence  exclusively  into  the  human 
species  feeding  on  it. 

It  ^emed  to  be  more  reasonable  to  distrust  the  r^ults  of 
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cliymistry,  or  rather  the  adequacy  of  its  decomposing  and  dis- 
criminating powers,  and  to  suppose  that  the  very  few  gaseous 
substances  may  themselves  be  further  divisible,  as  a  solar  ray 
has  been  found  to  be  by  a  prism;  tliat  other  substances  elude 
altogether  the  analysing  processes,  as  the  gases  formerly  did; 
or  that  there  are  other  elementary  substances,  not  only  undis- 
covered, but  undiscoverable,  sufficient  in  number  and  variety  to 
form,  by  their  combinations  with  each  other  and  with  those  al- 
ready known,  the  system  before  us,  with  all  its  diversified  or- 
ganizations and  appearances.* 

In  attempting  to  solve  the  problem  relating  to  the  composi- 
tion, mechanism,  and  growth  of  vegetables,  we  must  either  sup- 
pose that  3,  4,  or  5  elements,  simple  and  immutable  in  their  es- 
sence, are  susceptible  of  combinations  sufficiently  multiplied  to 
produce  the  vegetable  system;  or  that  other  and  more  numer- 
ous elements  remain  to  be  added  to  them;  or  that  the  vegetable 
organs  possess  a  transubstantiating  power,  by  which  one  ele- 
ment can  be  changed  into  another.  Among  these  alternatives, 
the  first  and  the  last  seem  to  have  least  claim  to  our  assent. 

I  am  very  sensible.  Sir,  that  I  have  glided  into  a  train  of 
ideas  too  hasty  and  too  crude  for  even  a  private  letter:  and  that 
they  need  an  apology  much  more  than  was  called  for  by  the 
observations  in  your  letter,  which  had  sufficient  interest  to  rec- 
ommend them  to  attention;  and  the  frankness  of  which  could 
have  no  other  eSFcct  than  to  enhance  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
which  I  tender  you  assurances. 

*  Every  aspect  under  which  the  formation  and  organizations  of  plants  can  be 
regarded,  presents  difficulties  more  or  less  inexplicable;  not  more  inexplicable, 
however,  than  many  other  operations  of  nature.  The  law  by  which  certain  par- 
ticles of  matter  assort,  distribute,  and  combine,  in  the  organic  structare  of  a 
tulip  or  pear  tree,  is  not  more  obscure  than  what  takes  place  in  crystalization  of 
sugar  or  salt,  and  perhaps  less  so  than  the  instinct  which  prepares  and  pats  to- 
gether the  materials  for  the  cells  of  the  bee  or  the  cocoon  of  the  BiUc-worm. 
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TO  PRESIDENT  MONBOE. 

MoKTPKLLiKR,  December  28,  1820. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  received  your  two  favors  of  the  lOtli  and 
23d  inst  The  prospect  of  a  favorable  issue  to  the  difficulties 
with  Spain  is  very  agreeable,  I  hoi>e  the  ratification  will  ar- 
rive without  clogs  on  it;  and  that  the  acqui.sition  of  Florida 
will  give  no  new  stimnlus  to  the  spirit  excited  by  the  case  of 
Missouri.  I  am  glad  fo  leiirn  that  a  termiuation  of  this  case, 
also,  is  not  despaired  of.  If  the  new  State  is  to  bo  admitted 
with  a  proviso,  none  better  occurs  than  a  declaration  that  its 
admission  is  not  to  imply  an  opinion  in  Congress  that  ifs  Con- 
stitution will  be  less  subject  to  be  tested  and  controuled  by  the 
Constitntion  of  the  U.  S-  than  if  formed  after  its  admission,  or 
than  the  Constitutions  of  other  States  now  members  of  the 
Union. 

It  is  a  happy  circumstance  that  the  discussions  renewed  by 
the  offensive  clause  introduced  by  Missouri  are  marked  by  such 
mitigated  feelings  in  Congress.  It  argues  well  as  to  the  ulti- 
mate effect  which  you  anticipate.  71ie  spirit  and  manner  of 
eonducting  the  opposition  to  the  new  State,  with  the  palpable 
efforts  to  kindle  lasting  animosity  between  geographical  divis- 
ions of  the  nation,  will  have  a  natnral  tendency,  when  the  fever- 
ish crisis  shall  have  passed,  to  reunite  those  who  never  differed 
as  to  the  essential  principles  and  the  true  policy  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment. This  salutary  reaction  will  bo  accelerated  by  candor 
and  conciliation  on  otie  side,  appealing  to  like  dispositions  ou 
the  other;  and  it  would  be  still  farther  promoted  by  a  liberality 
with  regard  to  all  depending  measures  on  which  local  iuterests 
may  seem  to  be  somewhat  at  variance,  and  may  perhaps  be  so 
for  a  time. 

Your  dispositions  towards  Mr.  T.  Coxe  are  such  as  I  had 
counted  on.  I  shall  regret,  if  it  so  happen,  that  nothing  ran 
properly  be  done  for  him.  I  feel  a  sincere  interest  in  behalf  of 
Dr.  Eustis.  The  expedient  at  which  you  glance  would,  I  sup- 
pose, be  in  itself  an  appropriate  provision;  but  I  am  sensible  of 
the  delicacy  of  the  considerations  which  I  perceive  weigh  with 
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you.  I  wish  he  could  have  been  made  the  Governor  of  his 
State.  It  would  hare  closed  Iris  public  career  with  the  most 
apt  felicity. 

Is  not  the  law  vacating  periodically  the  described  offices  an 
encroachment  on  the  Constitutional  attributes  of  the  Executive? 
The  creation  of  the  oflSce  is  a  legislative  act;  the  appointment 
of  the  officer,  the  joint  act  of  the  President  and  Senate;  the  ten- 
ure of  the  office,  (the  judiciary  excepted,)  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
President  alone;  bo  decided  at  the  commencement  of  the  Gov- 
ernnient,  so  acted  on  since,  and  so  expressed  in  the  commission. 
After  tlie  appointment  has  been  made,  neither  the  Senate  nor 
House  of  Representatives  have  any  power  relating  to  it;  unless 
in  the  event  of  an  impeachment  by  the  latter^  and  a  judicial  de- 
cision by  the  former;  or  unless  in  the  exercise  of  a  legislative 
power  by  both,  abolislnng  the  office  itself,  by  which  tlie  offieerJ 
indirectly  loses  liis  idacc;  and  eveo  in  this  case,  if  the  officii 
were  abolished  merely  to  get  rid  of  the  tenant  and  with  a  view, 
by  its  re-establitihment,  to  let  in  a  new  one,  on  whom  tlie  Senate 
would  liave  a  negation,  it  would  be  a  virtual  infringement  of 
the  Conatitutional  distribution  of  the  powers  of  Government. 
If  a  law  can  displace  an  officer  at  every  period  of  four  yearB,  it 
can  do  so  at  the  end  of  every  year,  or  at  every  session  of  the 
Senate;  and  the  tenure  will  then  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate 
as  mucli  as  of  the  President,  and  not  of  the  President  alone, 
Other  very  interesting  views  might  be  taken  of  the  subject.  I 
never  read,  if  I  ever  saw,  the  debates  on  the  passage  of  the  law. 
Nor  liavc  I  looked  for  precedents  winch  may  liave  countenanced 
it.  I  suspect  that  these  are  confined  to  the  Terr i tori e.^;  that 
they  had  their  origin  in  the  ordinance  of  the  old  Congress,  in 
whom  all  powers  of  Government  were  confounded;  and  that 
they  were  followed  by  the  new  Congress,  who  have  exercised  a 
very  undefined  and  irregular  authority  witliin  the  Territorial 
limits;  the  Judges  themselves  being  commissioned  from  time  to 
time,  and  not  during  good  behavior,  or  the  continuance  of  their 


1820. 


LETTERS. 


aoi 


TO  GEOHOE  A.  OTIS. 

MojITFBLLlEtl,  Dec'  29,  1&20, 

Sir, — ^Your  letter  of  the  5tli  came  safe  to  hand,  with  the  2* 
Volume  of  the  translation  of  Botta's  History,  for  which  I  am 
anew  to  offer  my  thanks. 

Without  a  more  careful  reading  of  the  two  volumes,  and  com- 
parison of  them  with  the  original,  than  has  been  permitted  by 
other  denmnds  on  my  time,  I  could  not  express  any  opinion  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  translation  that  wonld  be  worth  your  ac- 
ceptance. Of  the  original  work,  the  high  character  seems  to  be 
eufficicntly  established.  And  as  far  as  a  limited  examination 
of  your  version  will  warrant,  I  cheerfolly  concur  in  the  judg- 
ment that  it  is  entitled  to  all  the  encouragement  which  I  hope 
you  are  receiving.  The  style  of  a  translation  can  rarely  ob- 
serve at  once  the  exact  fidelity  due  to  the  original,  and  all  llio 
elegance  of  which  the  tran^ator*s  language  is  susceptible.  This 
remark  is  made  merely  in  reference  to  the  difficulties  you  have 
to  encounter^  and  not  to  imply  that  you  have  not  Qdcquately 
surmounted  them. 

The  remark  you  cite  from  my  former  letter  was  not  prompted 
by  any  particular  instances  of  a  failure  in  Mr.  Botta  to  do  jus- 
tice to  our  Country;  but  by  the  general  probability  of  errors 
which  he  could  not  easily  escape,  and  winch  might  be  ascer- 
tained among  ourselves*  The  probability  in  this  case  is  the 
greater,  as  new  lights  on  important  measures  of  the  Revolution 
must  from  time  to  time  be  brought  forth,  from  sources  not 
opened  at  the  date  of  his  work,  or  not  then  known  to  him. 

My  letter  of  July  5  was  not  written  for  publication,  but  there 
IS  nothing  in  it,  I  believe,  which  forbids  any  use  of  it  you  may 
think  proper, 

I  find  my  conjecture  was  but  too  true  as  to  the  little  prospect 
of  subscriptions  to  your  work  in  this  neighbourhood,  at  the 
^>resent  period.  A  gentleman,  not  of  it,  desires  that  he  may 
be  set  down  for  copies  of  your  volumes  as  they  come  out.  You 
will  address  them  to  "Andrew  Stevenson,  Richmond,  Virginia." 
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TO  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON. 

MoHTPKLLiim,  JanJ  7, 1821. 

Deab  Sir, — In  the  inclosed  you  will  see  the  ground  on  which 
I  forward  it  for  your  perusal. 

In  the  late  views  taken  by  us  of  the  act  of  Congress  vacating 
periodically  the  Executive  offices,  it  was  not  recollected,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  President,  that  the  measure  was  not  without  prece- 
dents. I  suspect,  liowever,  that  these  are  confined  to  the  Ter- 
ritorial establishments,  where  they  were  introduced  by  the  old 
Congress,  in  whom  all  powers  of  Government  were  confounded; 
and  continued  by  the  new  Congress,  who  have  exercised  a  like 
confusion  of  powers  within  the  same  limits.  Whether  the  Con- 
gressional code  contains  any  precedent  of  a  like  sort  more  par- 
ticularly misleading  the  President,  I  have  not  fully  examined. 
If  it  does,  it  must  have  blindly  followed  the  territorial  exam- 
ples. 

We  have  had  for  several  months  a  typhus  fever  in  the  family, 
which  does  not  yield  in  the  least  to  the  progress  of  the  season. 
Out  of  twenty  odd  cases  there  have  been  six  deaths,  and  there 
are  several  depending  cases  threatening  a  like  issue.  The  fever 
has  not  yet  readied  any  part  of  our  white  family;  but  in  the 
overseer's  tliere  have  been  five  cases  of  it,  including  himself. 
None  of  them,  however,  has  been  mortal. 


TO  WILLUM  S.   CARDELL. 

MoNTPKLLiKB,  January  19, 1821. 

Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  your  circular  one  on  tlie  subject  of  the  "  American  Academy 
of  Language  and  Belles  Lettrcs."  It  informs  me,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  Society  has  been  pleased  to  put  me  on  the  list  of 
Its  honorary  members. 

I  request.  Sir,  that  they  may  be  assured  of  the  respectful  im- 
pressions with  which  I  receive  this  mark  of  distinction. 

Having  heretofore  made  known  my  good  wishes  for  the  In- 
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ilitntion  now  developed  under  the  above  title,  I  have  only  to 
renew  my  tender  of  them;  and  to  express  the  confidence  in 
spired  by  the  naraes  enlisted  in  the  cause,  that  the  Aciideniy  will 
be  the  means  as  well  of  illustrating  tlie  present  advance,  as  of 
extending  the  future  improvement,  6f  useful  and  ornamental 
literature  in  our  Country, 


TO  GEORGE  A.   0TI8* 

MoNTPKtLiEtt,  Jan.      ,  182L 

SrB, — I  received,  some  days  ago,  your  letter  of  the  4th  in- 
stant. However  favorable  my  general  opinion  may  be  to  the 
History  of  Botta,  I  could  not  undertake  to  vouch  for  its  entire 
exemiition  from  flaws,  such  as  are  charged  on  it,  without  a  more 
thorough  exaiiiiniition  of  the  work  than  I  have  made,  or  than 
other  calls  on  my  time  will  now  permit  me  to  make.  It  is,  in* 
deed,  quite  pre:*umable  that  at  tlie  early  date  of  \n^  undertaking 
a  defect  of  materials  may  have  betrayed  him  into  errors  of  fact, 
and  that,  as  a  foreigner,  he  has  not  always  penetrated  the  char- 
acter of  a  people  fashioned  as  the  American  has  been  by  so 
many  peculiar  circumstances;  nor  comprehended  fully  the  mech- 
anism and  springs  of  their  novel  and  compound  system  of  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  not  the  less  true,  however,  that  his  History  may 
have  a  value  justly  entitling  it  to  the  attention  claimed  for  it 
from  the  American  public.  If  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  pop- 
ular manual,  it  may  aspire  to  the  merit  of  being  nearly  a  cotem- 
porary  work  by  an  industrious  compiler,  who  was  capable,  at 
the  same  time,  of  viewing  our  revolutionary  transactions  and 
events  with  a  philosophic  eye,  and  describing  them  with  a  pol- 
ished and  eloquent  pen, 

I  know  not  any  source  from  which  Botta  could  have  taken  a 
tincture  of  partiality  for  one  more  than  another  portion  of  our 
country.  He  was  probably  led  to  put  his  fictitious  and,  doubt- 
les8»  very  erroneous  speeches,  exhibiting  the  arguments  for  and 
against  Independence,  into  the  mouths  of  Mr<  Lee  and  Mr.  Dick- 
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iQSon,  by  his  discovering  tliat  tlie  former  was  the  organ  of  the 

proposition,  and  the  latter  the  most  distinguislied  of  its  oppo- 
nents. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Historian  had  not  been 
more  particularly  acquainted  with  what  passed  in  Congress  oa 
that  great  occasion.  He*  would,  probably,  very  justly  have  as- 
signed to  your  venerable  correspondeufc*  a  very  conspicuous 
part  on  the  Theatre.  I  well  recollect  tliat  his  fellow-labourers 
in  the  eause  from  Virginia  filled  every  mouth  in  that  State  with 
the  praises  due  to  the  comprehensiveness  of  his  views^  the  forco 
of  liis  argument?,  and  tlie  boldness  of  his  patriotism.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  tfiat  Instorical  justice  may  be  done  by  others  better 
furnished  with  the  means  of  doing  it. 


TO  LYNDK  WALTER,  JOHN  MACKAY,  P.  P.  T.  DK  ORAKDE,  N.  Q, 
CARNES,  COMMITTEE. 

MoNTPRLUF.1,  Janir  24,  1S21. 

Gentlemen;^!  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  in- 
stant, and  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  marks  of  respect  and 
confidence  contained  in  it.  But,  besides  that  it  attaches  a  very 
undue  weiglit  to  my  opinion  on  the  su!»ject  of  a  Bankrnpt  act, 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  interference  you  Buggest  woeld  be  re- 
ceived in  the  light  you  anticipate.  Candour  requires,  also,  au 
acknowledgment  that,  though  sincerely  anxious  for  the  relief 
of  the  prevailing  distresses  every  where,  and  not  opposed  alto- 
gether to  the  resource  of  a  Bankrupt  system^  my  reflections 
would  call  for  modifications,  which  I  have  no  reason  to  believe ' 
coincide  with  the  views  of  the  subject  likely  to  be  taken  at 
Washington. 


TO  B.   CHAPMAN. 

Jan»  25, 1821. 

.  yours  of  the  16  th  some  days  ago,    Pai* 
revented  an  earlier  answer. 
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Different  plans  for  readiog  bistory  liave  been  recommended 
What  occurs  as  most  simple  and  suitable,  where  tlie  object  ip 
sacli  as  you  point  out,  is  to  begin  with  some  abridgment  of  Gen- 
eral History;  I  am  not  sure  tliat  I  am  acquainted  with  the  best, 
late  ones  having  been  published  which  I  have  not  seen.  Mil- 
lot's  history,  ancient  and  modern,  translated  from  the  French, 
would  answer  well  enough*  The  work  is  not  large,  and  might 
be  preceded  or  accompanied  by  Colvin's  historical  letters,  now 
puLilisliing  at  Georgetown,  in  a  single  vokme.  After  this  out- 
line, Hume*s  History  of  England,  and  Robertson's  History  of 
Scotland,  miglit  follow.  Then,  Ramsay's  History  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  American  Revolution;  and  Burk's  History 
of  Virginia,  continued  by  Jones  and  Girardin,  This  course 
being  ended,  particular  histories  of  different  countries,  accord- 
ing to  leisure  and  curiosity,  might  be  taken  up;  such  as  Gold- 
smith's History  of  Greece;  ditto  of  Rome;  preceded  or  accom- 
panied by  Tooke's  Pantheon.  Robertson's  History  of  America 
would  also  deserve  attention.  This  fund  of  information,  with  a 
competent  knowledge  of  Geography,  would  prepare  the  mind 
for  reading  with  advantage  the  voyages  round  the  world,  and 
the  most  intelligent  travels  into  the  most  interesting  countries. 
Geography  is  a  preliminary,  in  all  eases,  to  a  pleasing  and  in- 
structive course  of  historical  reading.  That  and  chronology 
h^xe  been  called  the  two  eyes  of  History,  Geography  might 
be  called  the  right  one. 

No  studies  seem  so  well  calculated  to  give  a  proper  expan- 
sion to  the  mind  as  Geography  and  History;  and  when  not  ab- 
sorbing an  undue  portion  of  time^  are  as  beneficial  and  becom- 
ing to  the  one  sex  as  to  the  other. 


TO  P,  B.   CHAZOTTE. 

MoNTPELLiEE,  JbjiT  SOtb,  1821. 

li — I  have  received,  and  thank  you  for,  your  little  tract  on 
the  culture  of  vines,  olives^  &c.  Its  practical  views  of  the  sev- 
eral articles,  derived  from  long  personal  experience,  with  the 
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apparent  aptitude  for  tlicrn  of  soils  and  climates  in  a  certain 
portion  of  the  United  States,  justly  claim  the  attention  of  those 
particularly  living  within  its  limits.  Experiments  for  intro- 
ducing these  valuable  productions  are  strongly  recommended  by 
the  success  which  attended  the  culture  of  rice  and  cotton,  the 
importance  of  which  was,  at  one  time,  as  little  understood  as 
that  of  the  articles  whose  merits  you  discuss. 


TO  GEORGE  PEATHER8T0NHAITGH. 

MoNTPBLLiKB,  MaTch  — .  1821. 

Sir, — I  ofiFer  you  many  thanks  for  the  1  st  Volume  of  Memoirs 
published  by  your  Agricultural  Board.  It  contains  a  very  val- 
uable mass  of  instruction,  both  theoretical  and  practical.  If  it 
had  not  the  benefit  of  the  materials  expected  from  the  subordi- 
nate societies,  it  must  be  of  great  use  in  stimulating  and  guid- 
ing their  reports  wliich  may  succeed  it. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  it  fell  within  the  scope  of  your 
disquisitions  to  unfold  the  present  chemical  doctrine  with  re- 
gard to  the  elements  of  matter,  particularly  the  organized  parts 
of  it.  It  will  answer  tlie  purpose  of  counteracting  any  general 
imputations  from  unfriendly  quarters,  should  a  pretext  for  such 
be  taken  from  the  defective  views  of  the  subject  in  the  paper. 
which  I  see  has  been  honored  with  a  place  in  your  volume. 

On  the  supposition,  as  authorized  by  facts,  that  a  combination 
of  two  elements  may  produce  a  third  substance,  differing  from 
both;  that  a  combination  of  a  greater  number  may  proportion- 
ally diversify  such  new  results;  and  that  a  change  even  in  the 
proportions  of  the  same  elements  combined  may  have  like  effects; 
a  field  seems  to  be  opened  for  possible  multiplication  from  a  few 
kinds  of  elements  of  the  forms  and  qualities  of  matter  such  as 
the  face  of  our  Globe  now  presents.  It  docs  not  necessarily 
follow,  however,  from  this  possibility,  that  all  the  varieties  now 
beheld  in  the  productions  of  nature  could  be  converted  into  a 
single  or  few  classes  of  them.  It  is  more  than  probable  that 
there  are  laws  in  the  economy  of  nature  which  would  not  admit 
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80  entire  a  metamorpbosis  of  lier  original  system;  tliat  there 
Biay  be  certain  relations  between  different  €bs«e??  of  lier  pro- 
ductions, which  require  for  their  preservation  and  increase  tlie 
existence  and  influence  of  each  other.  And  it  seems  certain  that 
Ruch  a  revolution  would  havo  the  consoqucncc,  not  easily  to  be 
admitted^  of  rendering  a  portion  of  the  elementary  matter  su- 
pernumerary and  useless  for  the  laboratory  of  nature. 

Whatever  be  the  number  of  distinct  elements  or  gases,  as 
these  must  be  inconvertible  one  into  anotlicrj  the  existing  mass 
of  each  element  must  be  of  fixed  amount;  and  bear,  of  course,  a 
fixed  proportion,  each  to  the  others,  in  the  existing  order  of 
things.  Takiog,  then,  any  particular  class  or  classes  of  plants, 
(those,  for  example,  of  human  use,)  which  happen  not  to  com- 
prise every  distinct  clement,  or  though  compri.^ing  every  element, 
I  yet  in  proportions  not  corresponding  with  the  proportions  now 

I  existing  in  the  whole  vegetable  cre^ition,  and  a  destruction  of 

I  every  other  class  of  plants  would  necessarily  leave  unemployed 

I  all  the  elements  not  required  for  the  ocw-modelled  system. 

I  Perceiving  how  far  I  have  wandered  from  my  proper  object, 

I  I  hasten  to  return  to  it,  by  repeating  my  ackoowledgmenta  for 

I  your  valuable  Book,  with  assurances  of  my  esteem  and  cordial 

^i         respects. 

^^^B^  O.  W.   FEATHBBSTONEAUGH. 

^^^^^^  MONTPELLIER,  Ap*  5,  1821. 

^V  Sib, — ^I  have  received  your  favor  of  March  19,  and  am  glad 
to  find  that  yon  think  of  giving  still  more  value  to  your  agri- 
cultural work,  by  extending  in  a  new  edition  your  practical 
views  of  the  subject.  I  retain,  at  the  same  time,  my  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  chemical  ins  traction  which  your  original  plan  com- 
bined with  them, 

I  know  not  well  what  to  answer  to  your  enquiry  relative  to 
the  reception  such  a  volume  would  meet  with  in  the  Southern 
States.  As  to  the  State  in  which  I  live,  I  dare  not  speak  with 
confidencej  sodiDScult  is  a  diffusion  of  literary  production  through 
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its  dispersetl  readers,  and  so  universal  is  the  prcROiit  dearth  of 
means,  even  for  tlie  minuter  artielea  of  cost.  T  can  scarcely 
dowbt,  liowover,  tfiat  the  attention  which  has  been  excited  io 
the  practice  and  the  science  of  rural  economy  would  protlnce  a 
demand  snffieient,  at  least,  to  give  a  right  turn  to  the  scale,  if  it 
should  need  sucli  a  weiglit,  whicli  I  should  not  eaf^ily  suppose 
would  lie  the  case.  For  myself,  I  sincerely  wish  that  your  cal- 
culations may  justify  the  experiment;  and  that,  without  a  pecu- 
niary loss,  which  would  be  very  unreasonable,  it  may  reward 
you  with  the  satisfaction  of  contributing  more  extensively  to 
enlighten  and  animate  a  pursuit  so  deeply  interesting  to  the 
public  prosperity. 
I  renew  to  you,  Sir,  assurances  of  esteem  and  good  wishes. 


TO   FRANCIS  CLASS 

MoNTPiiLitE,  April  8.  1«21. 

Sir, — T  have  received  yoor  letter  of  March  3,  on  the  snl:»ject 
of  your  "Life  of  Washington,  written  in  Latin,  for  the  use  of 
Schools." 

If  it  were  less  foreign  to  my  inclinations  to  be  distingnished 
by  a  dedication,  I  should  recommend,  as  more  expedient,  that 
you  should  bestow  that  mark  of  respect  on  some  one  who  would 
find  it  more  practicable  to  g-ive  value  to  his  acceptance  of  it  by 
a  previous  examination  of  the  work,  and  wliose  known  critical 
knowledge  of  the  language  would  satisfy  the  public  of  the  merit 
of  its  execution*  This  precaution  is  rendered  particularly  worthy 
of  attention  by  the  difficulty  of  giving  to  modern  Latinity  the 
classical  purity  requisite  for  a  school  book,  and  by  the  fewness 
of  examples  in  which  the  undertaking  has  been  regarded  as  enc- 
cessfuL 

I  regret  the  failure  of  your  laudable  efforts  to  make  your  ac* 
quirements  a  resource  for  the  maintenance  of  your  family,  and  ' 
wish  that  your  future  ones  may  be  more  fortunate. 
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TO  MH.  RUSH. 

MOSTPELLIIE,  ApHl  21,  1F!21, 

Dear  ?ir, — Your  favor  of  November  15tli  came  duly  to  hand, 
with  Mr.  Ilidgelcy's  farming  pamphlet,  for  which  I  return  my 
thanks. 

The  inflexibility  of  Great  Britain  on  tlie  points  in  question 
with  the  United  States  is  a  bad  omen  for  the  future  relations 
of  the  parties.  The  present  eommercial  dispute,  though  pro- 
ductive of  ill  humor,  will  shed  no  blood.  The  same  cannot  bo 
said  of  impressments  and  blockades. 

I  have  lately  received,  also^  Mr.  Godwin's  attack  on  Malthus, 
which  you  were  eo  good  as  to  forward.  The  work  derives 
some  interest  from  the  name  of  the  autlior,  and  the  singular 
views  he  has  taken  of  the  subject.  But  it  excites  a  more  seri- 
ous attention  l>y  its  tendency  to  disparage  abroad  the  prospec- 
tive importance  of  the  United  States,  who  must  owe  their  rapid 
grow  til  to  the  principle  combated. 

In  tills  Country,  the  fallacies  of  the  author  will  be  smiled  at 
only,  unless  other  emotions  should  be  excited  by  the  frequent 
disregard  of  the  probable  meaniuj?  of  his  opponent,  and  by  the 
harshness  of  comments  on  the  moral  scope  of  his  doctrine.  Mr, 
Godwin  charges  him,  also,  with  being  dograaticaL  Is  he  less  so 
himself?  and  is  not  Mr.  Godwin  one  of  the  last  Tnen  wlio  ought 
to  throw  stones  at  theorists?  At  tlie  moment  of  doing  it,  too^ 
he  introduces  one  of  the  boldest  speculations,  in  anticipating 
from  the  progress  of  chemistry  an  artificial  conversion  of  the 
air,  the  water,  and  earth,  into  food  for  man,  of  the  natural  fla- 
vor and  colour. 

My  memory  does  not  retain  all  the  features  of  Mr.  Malthus's 
system.  He  may  have  been  unguarded  in  his  expressions,  and 
have  pushed  some  of  his  notions  too  far.  He  is  certainly  vul- 
nerable in  assigning  for  the  increase  of  human  food  an  arith- 
metical ratio.  In  a  country  thorongbly  cultivated,  as  China  is 
said  to  be,  there  can  be  wo  increase.  And  in  one  as  partially 
cultivated,  and  as  fertile  as  the  United  States,  the  increase  may 
exceed  the  geometrical  ratio.     A  surplus  beyond  it,  for  which  a 
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foreign  demand  Las  failed,  is  a  primary  cause  of  the  present  em- 
harrassments  of  this  Country. 

The  two  cardinal  points  on  which  tlie  two  authors  arc  at  issue 
are:  1.  The  prolific  principle  in  the  human  race.  2.  Its  actual 
operation,  particularly  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Godwin  com- 
bats the  extent  of  botli. 

If  the  princii)le  could  not  be  proved  by  direct  facts,  its  ca- 
pacity is  so  analogous  to  what  is  seen  tliroughout  other  parts 
of  the  animal,  as  well  as  vegetable  domain,  that  it  would  be  a 
fair  inference.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  in  the  case  of  vegetables 
on  which  animals  feed,  and  of  animals  the  food  of  other  ani- 
mals, a  more  extensive  capacity  of  increase  might  be  requisite 
than  in  the  human  race.  But  in  this  case,  also,  it  is  required, 
over  and  above  the  degree  sufficient  to  repair  the  ordinary 
wastes  of  life,  by  two  considerations  peculiar  to  man:  one,  that 
his  reason  can  add  to  the  natural  means  of  subsistence  for  an 
increased  number,  which  the  instinct  of  otlier  animals  cannot; 
the  other,  that  he  is  the  only  animal  that  destroys  his  own  spe- 
cies. 

Waiving,  however,  the  sanction  of  analogy,  let  the  principle 
be  tested  by  facts  either  stated  by  Mr.  Godwin,  or  which  he 
cannot  controvert. 

He  admits  that  Sweden  has  doubled  her  numbers  in  the  last 
hundred  years,  without  the  aid  of  emigrants.  Here,  then,  there 
must  have  been  a  prolific  capacity  equal  to  an  increase  in  ten 
centuries  from  two  millions  to  one  thousand  millions.  If  Swe- 
den were  as  populous  ten  centuries  ago  as  now,  or  should  not 
in  ten  centuries  to  come  arrive  at  one  thousand  millions,  must 
not  998  millions  of  births  have  been  prevented?  or  that  number 
of  infants  have  perislied?  and  from  what  causes? 

The  two  late  enumerations  in  England,  which  shew  a  rate  of 
increase  there  much  greater  than  in  Sweden,  arc  rejected  by 
Mr.  Godwin  as  erroneous.  They  probably  are  so,  though  not  in 
the  degree  necessary  for  his  purpose.  He  denies  tliat  the  pop- 
ulation increases  at  all.  He  even  appeals  witli  confidence  to  a 
comparison  of  what  it  has  been  with  what  it  is  at  present,  as 
proving  a  decrease. 
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Tliere  being  no  positive  evideoce  of  tbe  former  numbers^  nnd 
none  admilted  by  him  of  the  pre^seut,  resort  must  be  had  to  cir* 
cumstantial  liglits;  and  these  will  decide  the  question  with  suf- 
ficient certainty. 

As  a  general  rule,  it  is  obvious  that  the  quantity  of  food  pro- 
duced in  a  Country  determines  the  actual  extent  of  its  popula- 
tion. The  number  of  people  cannot  exceed  the  quantity  of  food, 
and  t\m  will  not  be  produced  beyond  the  consunjplion.  Tliere 
are  exceptions  to  the  rule,  as  in  the  case  of  the  United  States, 
which  export  food,  and  of  the  West  Indie?;,  which  import  it. 
Both  thc^eexceptiuns,  however,  favor  tlie  supposition  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  of  the  English  population:  England  add- 
ing latterly  imported  food  to  its  doniostic  stock,  which  at  one 
period  it  diminii:5hcd  by  exportation.  The  question  to  be  de- 
cided 18,  whether  the  quantity  of  food  produced,  the  true  meas- 
ure of  tbe  population  eonsunang  it,  be  greater  or  less  now  than 
heretofore. 

In  the  savage  state,  where  wild  animals  are  the  chief  food, 
the  population  must  be  the  tliinnest.  Wliere  reared  ones  are  the 
chief  food^  as  among  the  Tartars,  in  a  pastoral  state,  the  num- 
h^T  may  be  much  increased.  In  proportion  a?  grain  is  gnbsti- 
tuted  for  animal  food,  a  far  greater  increase  may  take  place. 
And  as  cultivated  vegetables,  and  particularly  roots,  enter  into 
couivumption,  the  mass  of  subsistence  being  augmented,  a  greater 
number  of  consumers  is  necessarily  implied. 

Now,  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  tliere  is  at  pret>ent  in  Eng- 
land more  of  forest  and  less  of  cultivated  ground  than  in  the 
fendal,  or  eveu  much  later  ]>ei*iods.  On  the  contrary,  it  seems 
to  be  well  understood  that  tlie  opened  lands  have  been  both  en- 
larged and  fertilized;  that  bread  has  been  ?<ubstituted  for  flesh; 
and  that  vcgetaldes,  particularly  roots»  have  been  more  and 
more  substituted  for  both.  It  follows  that  the  aggregate  food 
raised  and  consumed  now  Vicing  greater  than  formerly,  the  num- 
ber who  consume  it  is  gtfater  also* 

The  Report  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  quoted  by  Mr.  God- 
win, coincides  with  this  inference.  The  animal  food  of  an  in- 
dividualj  which  is  the  smaller  part  of  it,  requires,  according  to 
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this  autliarity,  two  acres  of  ground;  nil  the  olTier  articles,  one 
and  three-fourths  of  an  acre  only.    The  Report  states  that 
horse  requires  four  acres.     It  is  probable  that  an  ox  requirca^ 
more,  beinjr  fed  less  on  p:rain  ami  more  on  ?rras3. 

It  may  be  paid  that  horsest  whteh  nro  not  eaten,  arc  now 
used  instead  of  oxen,  which  were*  But  the  horse,  as  noted,  is 
sapported  by  fc*wer  acres  than  the  ox;  and  the  oxen  superseded 
by  the  Iiorses  form  but  a  small  part  of  the  eatable  stock  to 
which  they  bclonfr.  The  inference,  therefore,  can,  at  most,  be 
but  sli^jhtly  qualified  by  tliis  innovation, 

The  Bincrle  case  of  Ireland  ou^ht  to  have  warned  Mr.  God- 
win of  the  error  lie  was  maintaining:.  It  seems  to  be  a^jrced 
that  the  popubition  there  has  f^^rcatly  increased  of  late  years» 
althouirh  it  receives  \^cry  few^  if  any,  emigrants,  and  has  sent 
out  numbers,  very  ^reat  numbers,  as  Mr.  Gotimn  mnst  suppose^ 
to  the  United  PtatCR. 

In  denyinp:  the  increase  of  t!ie  American  population  from  its 
own  stock,  he  is  driven  to  the  most  incredible  suppositions,  to 
a  rejection  of  the  best-cstablishcd  facts,  nnd  to  the  most  prepo^ 
terous  estimates  and  calculations. 

He  ascribes  the  rapid  increase,  attested  by  onr  periodical 
lists,  wholly  to  emiirratioiis  from  Europe;  which  obliged  him  to 
suppose  that  from  1790  to  1810  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
persons  were  annually  transported;  an  extrava^rance  which  is 
made  worse  by  his  mode  of  reducing  the  number  necessary  to 
one-half;  and  he  catches  at  little  notices  of  remarkable  numbers 
landed  at  particular  points,  in  particolar  seasons;  as  if  tlieso 
could  be  regarded  as  proofs  of  tlie  average  arrivals  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  many  of  them  unfavorable  for  such  transmigra- 
tions. In  the  year  1817,  in  wliich  the  emiccrants  were  most  nu-i 
meroiis,  according  to  Seybert,  they  did  not,  in  the  ten  principal* 
ports,  where,  with  few  if  any  exceptions,  they  are  introduced, 
exceed  22,240;  little  more  than  one-seventh  of  the  average  an- 
nually assumed. 

Were  it  even  admitted  that  our  population  is  the  result  alto- 
gether of  emigrations  from  Europe,  what  would  Mr.  Godwin 
gain  by  it? 
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The  census  for  1820  is  not  yet  coraplcted.  There  is  no  resi- 
soii»  however,  to  doubt  that  it  will  bwM  our  numbers  to  about 
leu  itullions.  In  1790  the  population  was  uot  quite  four  mil- 
lions. Here,  then,  has  been  an  increase  of  six  millions.  Of  tlieso 
six,  five  millions  will  have  been  drawn  from  the  population  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Have  tlie  numbers  there  been  re- 
duced accordingly?  Tlicn  they  must  have  been  thirty  years 
ago  greater  by  live  millions  than  at  this  time,  lias  the  los^i 
been  replaced?  Then,  as  it  lias  not  been  by  emifirrants,  it  must 
have  been  by  an  eflect  of  the  great  principle  in  question.  Mr. 
Godwin  may  take  his  choice  of  the  alternatives. 

It  18  worth  remarking  that  New  England,  which  has  i^vnt  out 
cuch  continued  swarms  to  other  parts  of  the  Union  for  a  num- 
bet  of  years,  has  continued,  at  the  same  time,  as  the  Census 
shews,  to  increase  in  population;  althoagii  it  is  well  known  that 
it  has  received  comparatively  very  few  emigrants  from  any 
quarter,  these  preferring  places  less  inhabited  for  the  same  rca- 
Bon  that  determines  the  course  of  migrations  from  New  Eng- 
land. 

The  anpeal  to  the  case  of  the  black  population  in  the  United 
.States  was  particularly  unfortunate  for  the  reasoning  of  Mr* 
Godwin,  to  wluch  it  gives  the  most  striking  falsification. 

Between  the  years  1790  and  1810  the  number  of  slaves  in* 
creased  from  694;280  to  l,165»'i41.  This  increase,  at  a  rate 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  whitcSi  surely  was  not  produced  by 
emigrardH  from  Africa.  Nor  could  any  jiart  of  it  have  been  im- 
ported, (except  30  or  40,000*  into  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,) 
the  prohibition  being  every  where  strictly  enforced  throughont 
that  period.  Louisiana,  indeed,  brought  an  addition,  amounting 
in  1810  to  37,G71.  This  number,  however,  (to  be  reduced  by 
the  slaves  carried  thither  fi-om  other  States  prior  to  1810,}  may 
be  regarded  as  overbalanced  by  emancipated  blacks  and  their 
subsequent  offspring.  The  whole  number  of  tliis  description  in 
the  Census  of  1810  amounts  to  186,446. 

The  evidence  of  a  natural  and  rapid  increase  of  the  blacks  in 


'  See,  for  exact  number,  Senator  Smith's  Bpeecb  of  last  Befldon. 
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the  State  of  Virginia  is  alone  conclusive  on  the  subject.  Since 
the  epoch  of  Independence  tlie  importation  of  slaves  has  been 
uniformly  proliibitcd,  and  the  spirit  of  the  people  concurring 
with  the  policy  of  the  law,  it  has  been  carried  fully  into  execu- 
tion. Yet  the  number  of  slaves  increased  from  292,627  in  1790, 
to  302,518  in  1810;  although  it  is  notorious  that  very  many 
have  been  carried  from  the  State  by  external  purchases  and  mi- 
grating masters.  In  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  North  of 
Virginia,  whence  alone  it  could  be  surmised  that  any  part  of 
them  could  be  replaced,  there  has  been  also  an  increase. 

Mr.  Godwin  exults  not  a  little  (p.  420 — 2)  in  the  detection 
of  an  error  in  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  W.  Barton,  in  1791,  to  the 
Philosophical  Society  at  Philadelphia.  I  have  not  looked  for 
the  paper,  but  from  the  account  of  it  given  by  Mr.  Godwin,  a 
strange  error  was  committed  by  Mr.  Barton;  not,  however,  in 
the  false  arithmetic  blazoned  by  Mr.  Godwin,  but  by  adding  the 
number  of  deaths  to  that  of  births  in  deducing  the  productive- 
ness of  marriages  in  a  certain  parish  in  Massachusetts.  But 
what  is  not  less  strange  than  the  lajysus  of  Mr.  Barton  is,  that 
liis  critic  should  overlook  the  fact  on  the  face  of  the  paper,  as 
inserted  in  his  own  page,  that  the  population  of  the  parish  had 
doubled  in  54  years,  in  spite  of  the  probable  removals  from  an 
old  parish  to  newer  settlements;  and  what  is  strangest  of  all, 
that  he  should  not  have  attended  to  the  precise  statement  in  the 
record,  that  the  number  of  births  within  the  period  exceeded 
the  number  of  dentlis  l)y  the  difference  between  2,247  and  1,113. 
ITere  is  tlic  most  demonstrable  of  all  proofs  of  an  increasing 
population,  unless  a  theoretical  zeal  should  suppose  that  the 
pregnant  women  in  the  neighbourhood  made  lying-in  visits  to 
Hingham,  or  that  its  sick  inhabitants  chose  to  have  their  dying 
eyes  closed  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Godwin  has  not  respected  other  evidence  in  his  hands, 
which  ought  to  have  opened  his  eyes  to  the  reality  of  an  increas- 
ing population  in  the  United  States.  In  the  population  list  of 
Sweden,  in  tlie  nutlienticity  of  which  he  fully  acquiesces,  as  well 
as  in  the  Census  of  the  United  States,  the  authenticity  of  which 
he  does  not  controvert,  there  is  a  particular  column  for  those 
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under  ten  years  of  age.  In  that  of  Sweden,  tlie  number  is  to 
the  whole  population  as  2,484  to  10,000,  which  is  less  than  one- 
fourth.  In  that  of  tJie  United  States  tlie  number  is  a.s  2,01(>,Tn4 
to  5,862,09(5,  which  is  more  than  one-third.  Now,  Mr,  Godwin 
refers  (p.  442)  to  the  proportion  of  the  ungrown  to  tlje  whole 
population,  as?  testing  the  (question  of  its  increase.  He  admits 
and  specifies  the  rate  at  which  the  poptilaiion  of  Sweden  in- 
creases. And  yet,  with  this  evidenfe  of  a  greater  increase  of 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  lie  contends  that  it  does 
not  increase  at  all.  An  attempt  to  extricate  liimself  by  a  dis- 
proportion of  children,  or  of  more  productive  parents  emigrating 
from  Europe,  would  only  plynge  liim  the  deeper  into  contradic- 
tions and  absurdities. 

Mr,  Godwin  dwells  on  the  Indian  establishnicnt  at  Paraguay 
by  the  Jesuits,  which  is  said  not  to  have  increased,  as  a  triumph- 
ant  disproof  of  the  prolific  principle.  He  places  more  faith  in 
the  picture  of  the  establishment  given  by  Raynal  than  is  due  to 
the  vivid  imagination  of  that  author,  or  than  the  author  appears 
to  have  had  in  [it?]  himself.  For  he  rejects  the  inference  of  Mr. 
Godwin,  and  reconoilea  the  failure  to  increase  with  the  power 
to  increase  by  assigning  two  causes  for  the  failure;  the  small- 
pox, and  the  exclusion  of  individual  property.  And  he  miglit 
have  found  other  causes;  in  the  natural  love  of  indolence  till 
overcome  by  avarice  and  vanity,  motives  repressed  l>y  their  re- 
ligious discipline;  in  the  pride  of  the  men,  retaining  a  disdain 
of  agricultural  labor;  and  in  the  female  habit  of  prolonging  for 
several  years  the  period  of  keeping  children  to  the  breast.  In 
_  no  point  of  view  can  a  case  marked  by  so  many  {>cenliar  circum- 

^H  stances,  and  these  so  imi>erfectly  known,  bo  allowed  the  weight 
^^m      of  a  precedent. 

^B  Mr.  Godwin  could  not  hove  given  a  stronger  proof  of  the  es- 

■  trangement  of  his  ideas  from  the  Indian  character  and  modes 

^K  of  life  than  by  his  referring  to  the  Missouri  tribes,  which  do  not 
^V  multiply,  ** although  tliey  cultivate  corn."  His  fancy  may  have 
W  painted  to  him  Gelds  of  wheat,  cultivated  by  the  plougli,  and 

I  gathered  into  barns,  as  a  provision  for  tlie  year.     How  would 

^L       he  be  startled  at  the  eight  of  little  patches  of  maize  and  squashes, 
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Biirred  by  a  piece  of  wood,  and  that  by  tbe  equaws  only;  tbe 

Itunters  and  warriors  ppuriiinsr  such  an  oecnpation,  and  relying  i 
on  the  fruits  of  the  clmse  for  the  support  of  their  wigwam3?i 
*'  Corn  Eaters"  is  a  name  of  reproach  given  by  some  tribes  to 
others  begiuning,  under  tlio  iufluence  of  the  whites,  to  enlarge 
their  cultivated  spots. 

In  going  over  Mr.  Godwiu^s  volume,  these  are  some  of  there- 
marks  which  occurred;  an!l  in  thanking  you  for  it,  I  have  made 
tliem  supply  the  want  of  more  interesting  materials  for  a  letter. 
If  the  heretical  work  should  attract  conversations  in  which  you 
may  be  involved,  some  of  the  facts,  which  you  are  ?aved  the 
troulde  of  hunting  up,  ma}^  rebut  misstatements  from  misinformed 
friend*?  or  illiberal  opponents  of  our  country. 

You  have  not  mentioned  the  cost  of  Godwin*8  book,  or  the 
pamphlet  of  Mr,  Rigby.  I  suspect  that  they  overgo  the  rem- 
nant of  the  little  fund  in  your  handa.  If  bo,  let  me  provide  for 
it.  You  will  oblige  rae»  also,  by  forwarding,  with  a  memoran- 
dnm  of  its  cost,  tlie  Book  enlitled  **The  apocryphal  New  Testa- 
ment, translated  from  the  original  tongaes/'  *' printed  for  W™ 
Hone,  Lndgate  Hill" 


TO  SOLOMON   SOUTHWICK. 

APRn,  21,  1821. 

I  have  received  yonr  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  with  the  copy 
of  your  address  at  the  opening  of  t!ie  Apprentice's  Library. 

This  class  of  our  youths  is  a  valuable  one,  and  its  propor- 
tional numbers  mnst  increase  as  our  population  thickens.  It  is 
a  class,  too,  which  particularly  claims  the  guardianship  of  be- 
nevolence. Their  age,  their  separation  from  their  parents,  and 
their  residence  for  the  most  part  in  towns  and  villas^es,  where 
groups  are  readily  formed,  in  wliich  tlie  example  of  a  few  may 
taint  many»  create  snares  into  which  their  relaxations  from  la- 
bour too  often  betray  them.  Among  tlie  provisions  against  the 
danger,  the  establishmeui  of  special  Libraries  was  a  happy 
thought;  to  the  author  of  which  your  Eulogy  is  a  just  tribute. 
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A  proper  assortmeTit  of  Books  always  at  hand  will  enable  ap- 
prentices to  put  tlioir  monils  and  their  understanding's  both  to 
a  good  school  for  their  own  happiness,  at  the  same  time  tliat 
they  are  acquiring  the  proresBional  arts  m  useful  to  the  commu- 
nity of  which  they  are  members.  Your  address  is  an  eloquent 
and  persuasive  recommendation  of  tliu  opportunity,  I  hope  it 
may  have  all  the  success  wliich  your  laudable  zeal  merits. 


TO  J0DGB  BOANE* 

Mo»TPBLLiKfi,  May  G,  ]tS21. 

Dear  Sir^ — I  received,  more  than  two  weeks  ago,  your  letter 
of  April  17*  A  visit  to  a  sick  friend  at  a  distance,  with  a  se- 
ries of  unavoidable  attentions,  have  prevented  an  earlier  ac- 
knowledgment of  it. 

Under  any  circumstances,  I  should  be  disposed  rather  to  put 
such  a  subject  as  that  to  which  it  relates  into  your  hands  tlian 
to  take  it  out  of  them.  Apart  from  this  consideration,  a  variety 
of  demands  on  my  time  would  restrain  me  from  the  task  of  un* 
ravelling  the  arguments  applied  by  (lie  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  their  late  decision.  I  am  particularly  aware, 
moreover,  that  they  are  made  to  rest  not  a  little  on  technical 
points  of  law,  which  are  as  foreign  to  my  studies  as  they  are 
familiar  to  yours. 

It  18  to  be  regretted  that  the  court  is  so  much  in  the  practice 
of  mingling  with  their  Jutlgmcnts  prononufcd,  comments  and 
reasonings  of  a  scope  beyond  them;  and  that  tlierc  is  often  an 
apparent  disposition  to  amplify  the  authorities  of  t!ie  Union  at 
the  expense  of  those  of  the  States.  It  is  of  great  importance, 
as  well  as  of  indispensable  obligation,  that  the  constitutional 
boundary  between  them  should  be  impartially  maintained. 
Every  deviation  from  it  in  practice  detracts  from  tlie  superior- 
ity of  a  chartered  over  a  traditional  Government,  and  mars  the 
experiment  which  is  to  determine  the  interesting  problem, 
whether  the  organization  of  the  political  system  of  the  United 
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States  establishes  a  just  equilibrium,  or  tends  to  a  preppnder^ 
ance  of  tlic  national  or  the  local  powers,  and,  in  the  latter  case, 
whether  of  the  national  or  of  the  local. 

A  candid  review  of  the  vicissitudes  which  have  marked  the 
progress  of  the  General  Government  does  not  preclude  doubts 
as  to  tlie  ultimate  and  fixed  character  of  a  political  establish- 
ment, distinguished  by  so  novel  and  complex  a  mechanism.  On 
some  occasions,  the  advantage  taken  of  favourable  circumstances 
gave  an  impetus  and  direction  to  it,  which  seemed  to  threaten 
subversive  encroachments  on  the  riglits  and  authorities  of  the 
States.  At  a  certain  period  we  witnessed  a  spirit  of  usurpation 
by  some  of  these  on  the  necessary  and  legitimate  functions  of 
the  former.  At  the  present  date,  theoretic  innovations,  at  least, 
are  putting  new  weights  into  the  scale  of  Federal  sovereignty, 
which  make  it  highly  proper  to  bring  them  to  the  bar  of  the 
Constitution. 

In  looking  to  the  probable  course  and  eventual  bearing  of  the 
compound  government  of  our  country,  I  cannot  but  think  that 
much  will  depend  not  only  on  tlie  moral  changes  incident  to  the 
progress  of  society,  but  on  the  increasing  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union.  Were  the  members  very  few,  and  each  very 
powerful,  a  feeling  of  self-sufficiency  would  have  a  relaxing  ef- 
fect on  the  bands  holding  them  together.  Were  they  numerous 
and  weak,  the  government  over  the  whole  would  find  less  diflS- 
culty  in  maintaining  and  increasing  subordination.  It  happens, 
that  while  the  power  of  some  is  swelling  to  a  great  size,  the  en- 
tire number  is  swelling  also.  In  this  respect,  a  corresponding 
increase  of  centripetal  and  centrifugal  forces  may  be  equivalent 
to  no  increase  of  either. 

In  the  existing  posture  of  things,  my  reflections  lead  me  to 
infer,  that  whatever  may  be  the  latitude  of  jurisdiction  assumed 
by  the  judicial  power  of  tlie  United  States,  it  is  less  formidable 
to  the  reserved  sovereignty  of  the  States  than  the  latitude  of 
power  which  it  has  assigned  to  the  national  legislature;  and  that 
encroachments  of  the  latter  are  more  to  be  apprehended  from 
impulses  given  to  it  by  a  majority  of  the  States,  seduced  by  ex-. 
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pected  advantages,  tlian  from  the  love  of  power  in  tbe  liody 
itself,  controlled  as  it  notv  is  by  its  responsibility  to  the  con- 
stituent body. 

Such  u  the  plastic  faculty  of  legislation,  that^  notwithstand- 
ing the  firm  tenure  which  judges  have  on  their  offices,  tliey  can, 
by  various  regulations,  be  kept  or  reduced  within  the  paths  of 
duty;  more  especially  with  the  aid  of  their  amenability  to  the 
legislative  tribunal  in  the  form  of  impeachmeut.  It  is  not  prob- 
able that  the  Supreme  Court  would  long  be  indulged  in  a  career 
of  usurpation  opposed  to  the  decided  opinions  and  policy  of  th<? 
legislature. 

Nor  do  I  think  that  Congress,  even  seconded  by  tlie  judicial 
power,  can^  without  some  change  in  the  character  of  the  nation, 
Bucceed  in  durable  violalious  of  the  rights  and  autliorities  of  the 
States.  The  responsibility  of  one  branch  to  tlie  people,  and  of 
the  other  branch  to  the  legislatures  of  the  States,  seem  to  be,  in 
the  present  stage,  at  least,  of  our  political  history,  an  adequate 
)>arrier.  In  the  case  of  the  alien  and  seilition  laws,  which  vio- 
lated the  general  sense  as  well  as  the  righf}^  of  the  States,  the 
usurping  experiment  was  crushed  at  once,  notwitljstanding  the 
co-operation  of  the  federal  judges  with  the  federal  laws. 

But  what  is  to  control  Congress  when  backed,  and  even 
pushed  on,  by  a  majority  of  their  constituents,  as  was  the  case 
in  the  late  contest  relative  to  Missouri,  and  as  may  again  hap- 
pen in  tlio  constructive  power  relating  to  roads  and  canals? 
Nothing  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution,  but  sound  argu- 
ments and  conciliatory  expostulations  addressed  botli  to  Con- 
gress and  to  their  constituents. 

On  the  questions  bronght  before  the  public  by  the  late  doc- 
trines of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  concerning 
the  extent  of  their  own  powers,  and  that  of  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  Congress  over  the  ten  miles  square  and  other  speci- 
fied places,  there  is  as  yet  no  evidence  that  they  express  either 
the  opinions  of  Congret^s  or  those  of  their  constiiucuts.  There 
13  nothing,  therefore,  to  discourage  a  development  of  whatever 
flaw?  the  th>ctrines  may  contain  or  tendencies  they  may  threaten. 
Cong'^f^^-  if  convinced  of  these,  may  not  only  abstain  from  tho 
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exercise  of  powers  claimed  for  them  by  the  court,  but  find  the 
means  of  coutrolling  tho.^e  claimed  by  tlie  court  for  itself.  And 
should  Congress  not  be  convinced,  their  constituents,  if  eo,  can 
certainly,  under  the  forms  of  the  Congtitutioo,  effectuate  a  com- 
pliance with  theii*  deliberate  judgment  aud  settled  determina- 
tion. 

In  expounding  the  Constitution,  the  court  seems  not  insensi- 
ble that  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  it  oujL^dit  to  be  kept  in 
view,  and  that,  as  far  as  tlie  language  of  the  instrument  will  per- 
rait,  this  intention  ought  to  be  traced  in  the  contemporaneoas 
expositions.  But  is  the  court  as  prompt  and  as  careful  in  citing 
and  foHowinf^  this  evidence  wheu  against  tlie  federal  authority 
as  wlicii  against  that  of  the  States?  [See  the  partial  reference 
of  the  court  to  the  '*  Federalist/^] 

The  exclugivo  jurisdiction  over  the  ten  miles  square  is  itself 
an  anomaly  in  our  representative  syBtem*  And  its  object  being 
manifest,  aud  attested  by  the  views  taken  of  it  at  its  date,  there 
seems  a  peculiar  impropriety  in  making  it  the  fulcrum  for  a 
lever  stretching  into  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
overruling  the  municipal  policy  of  the  States.  The  remark  is 
still  more  striking  when  apfilied  to  the  smaller  places  over  which 
an  exclusive  jurisdiction  was  suggested  by  a  regard  to  tfie  de- 
fence and  the  property  of  the  nation. 

Some  difficulty,  it  must  be  admitted,  may  result  in  particular 
cases  from  the  impossibility^  of  executing  some  of  these  powers 
within  the  defined  spaces,  according  to  the  principleg  aud  rnlc 
enjoined  by  the  Constitution;  and  from  tlie  want  of  a  constitu- 
tional provision  for  tiie  surrender  of  (ualefactors,  whose  escape 
must  be  so  easy,  on  the  demand  of  the  United  States,  as  well  < 
of  the  individual  States.  It  is  true,  also,  tliat  these  exclusive 
jurisdictions  arc  in  the  class  of  enumerated  powers,  to  which  is 
subjoined  the  *' power  in  Congress  to  pass  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  their  execution/'  All,  however,  that  could  be 
exacted  by  these  considerations  would  be,  that  the  means  of  ex- 
ecution sliould  be  of  tlie  most  obvious  and  essential  kind,  and 
exerted  in  tlie  ways  as  little  intrusive  as  possible  on  the  powers 
and  police  of  the  States,     And,  after  uU^  the  question  would 
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remain,  whether  tlie  l>etter  course  would  not  be  to  regard  the 
case  as  an  ooiitted  one,  to  be  provirlcd  for  by  an  amcndnient  of 
the  Constitution.  In  resorting  to  legal  precedents  as  sanctions 
to  power,  tlie  distinctions  should  ever  be  strictly  attended  to 
between  sarh  as  take  place  under  tranf^itorj  impret^sions,  or 
withont  full  examination  and  deliberationj  and  such  as  pass 
with  solemnities  and  repetitions  snflicieot  to  imply  a  concur- 
rence of  the  judgment  and  the  will  of  those  who,  having  granted 
the  power,  have  the  ultimate  riglit  to  explain  the  grant.  Al- 
though I  cannot  join  in  the  protest  af  some  against  tlje  validity 

all  precedents,  however  uniform  and  multiplied,  in  e.^pound- 
ng  the  Constitution,  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  legislative  prece- 
dents are  frequently  of  a  character  entitled  to  little  respect, 
and  that  those  of  Congress  are  sometimes  lialjle  to  peculiar  dis- 
trust. They  not  only  follow  the  example  of  other  legislative 
assemblies  in  first  procrastinating,  and  tjjen  precipitating  their 
acts;  but,  owing  to  the  termination  of  their  session  every  other 
year  at  a  fized  day  and  liour,  a  mass  of  business  is  struck  oflF, 
as  it  were,  at  short-hand,  and  in  a  monjont.  These  midnight 
precedents  of  every  sort  ought  to  have  little  weight  in  any 
case. 

On  the  question  relating  to  involuntary  submissions  of  tJie 
States  to  the  tribunal  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  court  seems 
not  to  have  adverted  at  all  to  tlie  expository  language  when  the 
Constitution  was  adopted,  nor  to  that  of  the  eleventh  amend- 
ment, which  may  as  well  import  that  it  was  declaratory  as  that 
it  was  restrictive  of  the  meaning  of  the  original  text.  It  seems 
to  be  a  strange  reasoning,  also,  that  would  imply  that  a  State, 
in  controversies  with  its  own  citizens,  might  have  less  of  sover- 
eignty than  in  controversies  with  foreign  individuals,  by  which 
the  national  relations  might  be  aiTected.  Nor  is  it  less  to  bo 
wondered  at  that  it  should  Imve  appeared  to  the  court  that  tho 
dignity  of  a  State  was  not  more  compromitted  by  being  made 
a  party  against  a  private  person  than  against  a  co-ordinato 
party. 

The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  over  cases  arising 
under  the  Constitution  must  be  admitted  to  be  a  vital  part  of 
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the  system.  But  that  there  are  limitations  and  exceptions  to 
its  eflBcient  character,  is  among  the  admissions  of  the  court  it- 
self. The  eleventh  amendment  introduces  exceptions,  if  there 
were  none  before.  A  liberal  and  steady  course  of  practice  can 
alone  reconcile  the  several  provisions  of  the  Constitution  liter- 
ally at  variance  with  each  other,  of  which  there  is  an  example 
in  the  treaty  power  and  the  legislative  power  on  subjects,  to 
which  both  are  extended  by  the  words  of  the  Constitution.  It 
is  particularly  incumbent,  in  taking  cognizance  of  cases  arising 
under  the  Constitution,  and  in  which  the  laws  and  rights  of  the 
States  may  be  involved,  to  let  the  proceedings  touch  individuals 
only.  Prudence  enjoins  this,  if  there  were  no  other  motive,  in 
consideration  of  the  impracticability  of  applying  coercion  to 
States. 

I  am  sensible,  sir,  that  these  ideas  are  too  vague  to  be  of 
value,  and  that  they  may  not  even  hint  for  consideration  any- 
thing not  occurring  to  yourself.  Be  so  good  as  to  see  in  them 
at  least  an  unwillingness  to  disregard  altogether  your  request. 
Should  any  of  the  ideas  be  erroneous  as  well  as  vague,  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  know  that  they  will  be  viewed  by  a  friendly 
as  well  as  a  candid  eye. 


TO  JUDGE  ROANE. 

MoNTPELLiBR,  June  29,  1821. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received,  and  return  my  thanks  for,  your 
obliging  communication  of  the  20th  instant.  The  papers  of 
"Algernon  Sidney"  have  given  their  full  lustre  to  the  argu- 
ments against  the  suability  of  States  by  individuals,  and  against 
the  projectile  capacity  of  the  power  of  Congress  within  the 
"ten  miles  square."  The  publication  is  well  worthy  of  a  pam- 
phlet form,  but  must  attract  public  attention  in  any  form. 

The  Gordian  knot  of  the  Constitution  seems  to  lie  in  the 
problem  of  collision  between  the  federal  and  State  powers,  es- 
pecially as  eventually  exercised  by  their  respective  tribunals. 
If  the  knot  cannot  be  untied  by  the  text  of  the  Constitution,  it 
ought  not,  certainly,  to  be  cut  by  any  political  Alexander. 
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T  hare  always  tlionglit  that  a  constructian  of  the  instrument 
ought  to  Ijp  favoured  as  far  as  the  text  wonld  warrant,  whicli 
would  obviate  the  dileinmaof  a  judicial  renconntiT  or  a  mutual 
paralysis;  and  that  on  the  abstract  question,  whether  the  fede- 
ral or  the  State  deei^^ions  ought  to  prevail,  tlie  sounder  policy 
would  yield  to  the  claims  of  tlie  former. 

Our  governmental  system  is  established  by  a  compact,  not 
lietween  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  State 
governments,  but  between  the  States  as  soverei^  rommnoities, 
stipulating  each  with  the  other  a  surrender  of  eertain  portions 
of  their  respective  authorities  to  bo  exercised  by  a  common  gov- 
ernment, and  a  reservation,  for  tlieir  own  exercise,  of  all  their 
other  authorities.  The  possibility  of  disagreements  concerning 
the  line  of  division  between  these  portions  could  not  escape  at- 
tention; and  the  existence  of  some  provision  for  terminating 
regularly  and  authoritatively  such  disagreements  could  not  but 
be  regarded  as  a  material  desideratum. 

Were  this  trust  to  be  vested  in  t!ie  States  in  their  individual 
characters,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  might  become 
different  in  every  State,  and  would  be  pretty  sure  to  do  so  in 
some;  the  State  governments  would  not  stand  all  in  the  same 
relation  to  the  General  Government,  some  retaining  more,  others 
less,  of  sovereignty,  and  the  vital  principle  of  equality,  which 
cements  their  Union,  thus  gradually  be  deprived  of  its  virtue. 
Such  a  trust  vested  in  tlie  government  representing  the  whole, 
and  ^ercised  by  its  tribunals,  would  not  be  exposed  to  these 
consequences,  while  the  trust  itself  would  be  controllable  by 
the  States,  who  directly  or  indirectly  appoint  the  trustees: 
whereas,  in  the  hands  of  the  States,  no  federal  control,  direct 
or  indirect,  ivould  exist,  the  functionaries  holding  their  appoint- 
ments by  tenures  altogether  independent  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

Is  it  not  a  reasonable  calculation,  also,  that  the  room  for  jar- 
ring opinions  between  the  national  and  State  tribunals  will  be 
narrowed  by  successive  decisions,  sanctioned  by  the  imblic  con- 
currence; and  that  the  weight  of  the  State  tribunals  will  be 
increased  by  improved  organizations,  by  selections  of  abler 
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judges,  anfl»  conseqaentlj,  by  more  enlightened  proceedings? 
Much  oT  tlio  clislrust  of  these  depnrtmenta  in  the  Sfates,  which 
prevailed  when  the  National  Constitution  wae  formed,  has  al- 
ready been  removed.  Were  they  filled  everywhere  as  tliey  are 
in  some  of  the  States,  one  of  whirli  I  need  not  nuine,  their  de- 
cisions at  once  indicating  and  iiifloencing  the  sense  of  their  con- 
stitnents,  and  founded  on  united  interpretations  of  constitutional 
pointR,  could  scarcely  fail  to  frustrate  an  a&siimption  of  uncoQ* 
stitiitional  powers  by  the  federal  tribtmals. 

Is  it  too  mneli  to  anticipate,  even,  that  the  federal  and  State 
judges,  as  they  become  more  and  more  co-ordinate  in  talents, 
with  equal  integrity,  and  feeling  alike  the  impartiality  enjoined 
by  tlieir  oath^,  will  vary  less  and  less»  also,  in  tlieir  reasoning** 
and  opinions  on  all  judicial  subjects;  and  thereby  mutually 
contribute  to  the  clearer  and  firmer  establishment  of  the  true 
boundaries  of  power,  on  which  must  depend  the  success  and 
permanency  of  the  Federal  Republic,  the  best  guardian,  as  wo 
believe,  of  the  liberty,  the  safety,  and  the  happiness  of  men?  In 
these  hypothetical  views  I  may  permit  my  witches  ^to  sway  too 
much  my  hopes.  I  submit  the  whole,  nevertheless,  to  your  pe- 
rusal, well  assured  that  ydu  will  approve  the  former,  if  you 
cannot  join  fully  in  the  latter. 

Under  all  circumstances,  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  my  dis- 
tinguished esteem  and  sincere  regard. 


TO  F.   CORBIK. 

Mat  21,  1821, 

D*  SiE,^ — On  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  18th^  post-marked 
14th,  I  dropped  a  few  lines  to  the  President,  as  you  wished,  re- 
minding him  of  the  views  of  your  young  friend,  and  the  grounds 
on  which  his  liopcs  rested.  I  just  see  that  the  office  had  been 
otherwise  filled. 

On  looking  over  the  papers  and  letters  which  I  had  preserved 
through  a  long  course  of  public  life,  during  a  memorable  period, 
I  found  so  much  matter  relating  to  current  events,  and  transac- 
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tions  which,  in  many  particulars,  may  not  so  fnlly,  if  [at]  all,  be 
fonnd  elsewhere,  that  I  have  thouglit  it  incumbeDt  on  me  to  di- 
gest the  Tuost  material  parts,  at  least,  into  a  form  that  may  not 
be  without  future*  use.  The  task  is  a  very  tedious  one*  I  thank 
you  for  the  kind  offer  of  your  memory  in  case  of  any  reference 
to  occurrences  within  the  range  of  your  participations.  I  do 
not,  however,  foresee,  at  present,  tliat  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
avail  myself  of  it*  If  you  have  preserved  a  copy  of  the  Jour* 
nals  of  the  General  Assembly  for  1785^  you  will  oblige  me  by  a 
loan  of  it. 

We  have  bad,  as  you  were  informed,  a  severe  visitation  of  a 
fever  of  the  typhus  character.  The  cases  amounted  to  between 
40  and  50;  and  the  deaths  to  about  one-fourth  of  the  cases.  We 
hope  the  disease  has  left  ns,  or^  at  least,  is  doing  so.  The  last 
cases  have  been  so  mild  as  to  make  their  real  character  doubtful. 
A  remarkable  circumstance  in  this  endemic  is,  that  it  seems  to 
have  preferred  situations  the  most  elevated  and  healthy.  It  at- 
tacked, I  understand,  the  family  living  on  tlie  summit  of  Peter's 
mountain,  the  Chimborazo  of  our  Lilliputian  Andes* 

Your  favor  of  March  3d  came  duly  to  hand.  I  hope  you  are 
freed  from  tlic  gouty  guest  in  your  stonmch.  Come,  and  let  the 
excursioQ  and  a  bottle  of  the  old  Bachelor  aid  in  driving  or 
keeping  him  out.  It  may  dispose  us,  at  the  same  time,  to  cast 
an  eye  at  the  reverse  of  the  medal  which  has  presented  you  with 
such  a  group  of  gloomy  features  in  our  national  affairs. 


TO  8,   W.   POMBROY. 

MoNTPBLUEK,  July  23d,  1821. 

D*  Sir, — I  return  my  thanks  for  the  Agricultural  Journal, 
for  which,  I  observe,  I  ara  indebted  to  your  politeness. 

Several  of  the  articles  have  well  rewarded  the  perusal.  Those 
on  the  culture  of  flax  are  particularly  interesting,  being  calcu- 
lated both  to  gratify  curiosity  and  to  instruct  the  husbandman. 

I  send  herewith  samples  of  flax  in  the  several  stages  of  its 
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preparation^  by  ji  macliiiie  invented  a  few  years  ago  in  Ireland, 
adopted  by  tlie  Trustees  of  tlie  Linen  Board »  and  protected  by 
a  ppiTinl  art  of  ParliaTnent;  tlioy  came  to  my  hands  ivliilst  I  was 
in  pnl)lir  life  at  Wai^hington,  accompanied  hy  a  letter  from  a 
person  who  wished  Iiis  name  to  be  concealed;  in  which  the  ma- 
chine in  represented  a?*  cheap  and  simple,  and  capable  of  being 
worked  by  liand,  by  liorse,  or  by  steam.  It  is  said  to  be  adapted 
to  a  similar  preparation  of  hemp,  also;  which  must  add  much  to 
its  vabie,  hemp  beiniof  produced  in  mncli  greater  quantity  than 
flax  from  equal  ground,  ha%Hng  a  stronger  fibre»  and  being  ranch 
less  an  exhauster  of  the  soil. 

It  h  not  improbable  that  this  information  may  not  be  new  to 
you,  it  l>eing  understood  that  a  person  had  arrived  several  years 
ago  in  the  northern  quarter  with  the  knowledge  of  the  machine 
and  its  uses;  and  that  yon  may  have  even  seen  samples  such  ag 
are  not  sent:  in  that  case,  the  communicatioD  will  answer  no 
purpose  but  that  of  confirming  the  respect:  of  which  I  offer  you 
assurances,  with  my  good  wishes. 


TO  MB.   GALES. 

MoeriTSiLisit,  Angnat  2(1, 1821, 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  yoo  for  your  friendly  letter  of  the  20th, 
enclosing  an  eitraot.  from  notes  by  Judire  Yates,  of  debates  in 
the  Convention  of  1787,  as  published  in  a  New  York  paper.* 
The  letter  did  not  come  to  hand  till  yesterday. 

If  the  extract  bo  a  fair  sample,  the  work  almut  to  be  published 
will  not  have  the  value  claimed  for  it.  Who  can  believe  that 
so  palpable  a  misstatement  was  made  on  the  floor  of  the  Con- 
vention, as  that  the  several  States  were  political  societies,  varif- 
ingfvom  the  Zou^  corporation  to  the  highest  sovereii^n;  or  that 
the  States  had  vested  all  the  essential  rights  of  sovereignty  in 
the  old  Congress?  This  intrinsic  evidence  alone  ought  to  sat- 
isfy every  candid  reader  of  the  extreme  incorrectacss  of  the  pas- 


*  Commercial  Advertiser,  Augtist  18 ,  1J^21. 


I82L 


LETTERS. 


227 


sage  in  qucstioD.  As  to  the  remark  that  the  States  ought  to  be 
under  the  control  of  tlie  General  Government,  at  least  as  much 
as  they  formerly  were  under  the  King  and  British  Parlianient, 
it  amounts,  as  it  stands,  when  taken  in  its  presnniahle  meaning, 
to  nothing  more  timn  what  actually  makes  a  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution; the  powers  of  Congress  Inking  niurh  greater,  especially 
on  the  great  pointiS  of  taxation  and  tirade,  than  the  Britisli  Legis* 
lature  were  ever  permitted  to  exercise. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  personal  worth  of  the  two  del- 
egates from  whom  the  materials  in  this  ease  were  derived,  it 
cannot  be  unknown  that  tliey  represented  the  strong  prejudices 
in  New  York  against  the  object  of  the  Convention;  which  was, 
among  other  tilings,  to  take  from  that  State  the  important  power 
over  its  commerce,  to  which  it  was  peculiarly  attached;  and  that 
they  manifested,  until  they  withdrew  from  the  Convention,  the 
8ti*ongest  feelings  of  dissatisfaction  against  the  contemplated 
change  in  the  federal  system,  and,  as  may  be  supposed,  against 
those  most  active  in  promoting  it.  Besides  misapprehensions 
of  the  ear,  therefore,  the  attention  of  the  note-taker  would  ma- 
terially be  warped,  as  far.  at  least,  as  an  upright  mind  could  be 
warped,  to  an  nnfavorable  understanding  of  what  was  said  in 
opposition  to  tlie  prejudices  felt. 

I  have  thought  it  due  to  the  kind  motives  of  your  communi- 
cation to  say  thus  much;  but  I  do  it  in  the  well-founded  confi- 
dence that  your  delicacy  will  be  a  safeguard  against  my  being 
introduced  into  the  newspapers.  Were  there  no  other  objection 
to  it,  there  would  be  an  insuperable  one  in  the  alternative  of 
following  up  the  task,  or  acquiescing  in  like  errors  as  they  may 
come  before  the  public. 

With  esteem  and  friendly  respects, 
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TO  THOMAS  RITCHIE. 

MONTPKLLIRR,  Scp'  15,  1821. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yonrs  of  the  8th  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  1787. 

It  is  true,  as  tlie  public  has  been  led  to  understand,  that  I 
possess  materials  for  a  pretty  ample  view  of  what  passed  in  that 
Assembly.  It  is  true,  also,  that  it  has  not  been  my  intention 
that  they  should  forever  remain  under  the  veil  of  secrecy.  Of 
the  time  when  it  might  be  not  improper  for  them  to  see  the 
light,  I  had  formed  no  particular  determination.  In  general,  it 
had  appeared  to  me  that  it  might  be  best  to  let  the  work  be  a 
posthumous  one,  or,  at  least,  that  its  publication  should  be  de- 
layed till  the  Constitution  should  be  well  settled  by  practice, 
and  till  a  knowledge  of  the  controversial  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  its  framers  could  be  turned  to  no  improper  account.  Del- 
icacy, also,  seemed  to  require  some  respect  to  the  rule  by  which 
the  Convention  "prohibited  a  promulgation,  without  leave,  of 
what  was  spoken  in  it,"  so  long  as  the  policy  of  that  rule  could 
be  regarded  as  in  any  degree  uncxpiied.  As  a  guide  in  ex- 
pounding and  applying  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
debates  and  incidental  decisions  of  the  Convention  can  have  no 
authoritative  character.  However  desirable  it  be  that  they 
should  be  preserved  as  a  gratification  to  the  laudable  curiosity 
felt  by  every  people  to  trace  the  origin  and  progress  of  their 
political  Institutions,  and  as  a  source,  perhaps,  of  some  lights 
on  the  science  of  Government,  the  legitimate  meaning  of  the  In- 
strument must  be  derived  from  the  text  itself;  or  if  a  key  is  to 
be  sought  elsewhere,  it  must  be,  not  in  the  opinions  or  intentions 
of  the  body  which  planned  and  proposed  the  Constitution,  but 
in  the  sense  attached  to  it  by  the  people  in  their  respective 
State  Conventions,  where  it  received  all  the  authority  which  it 
possesses. 

Such  being  the  course  of  my  reflections,  I  have  suffered  a  con- 
currence and  continuance  of  particular  inconveniences  for  the 
time  past  to  prevent  me  from  giving  to  my  notes  the  fair  and 
full  preparation  due  to  the  subject  of  them.     Of  late,  being 
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aware  of  tlie  growing  hazards  of  postponement,  I  have  taken 
the  incipient  steps  for  executing  the  task;  and  the  expediency 
of  not  risking  an  ultimate  failure  is  suggested  hy  the  Albany 
publication,  from  the  notes  of  a  N-  York  member  of  the  Con- 
vention. I  have  not  seen  more  of  the  volume  than  has  been  ex- 
tracted into  the  newspapers;  but  it  may  be  infcrrod  from  the^e 
samples,  that  it  is  not  only  a  very  mutilated  but  a  very  errone* 
ous  edition  of  the  matter  to  which  it  relates.  There  mu^t  Im? 
an  entire  omission,  also,  of  the  proceedingB  of  the  latter  ]>eriod 
of  the  session,  from  wliich  Mr,  Yates  and  Mr,  Lansing  withdrew 
io  the  temper  mamfested  by  their  report  to  their  constituents; 
the  period  during  which  the  variant  and  variable  opinion!^  con- 
Tcrged  and  centered  iu  llm  modifications  seen  in  the  final  act 
of  the  body* 

It  is  my  purpose  now  to  devote  a,  portion  of  my  time  to  an 
exact  digest  of  the  voluminous  materials  in  my  hands.  How 
long  a  time  it  will  require,  under  the  interruptions  and  avoca- 
tions which  are  probable,  I  cannot  easily  conjecture:  not  a  little 
will  bo  necessary  for  the  mere  labour  of  making  fair  transcripts. 
By  the  time  I  get  the  whole  into  a  due  form  for  preservation,  I 
shall  be  better  able  to  decide  on  the  question  of  publication. 
As  to  tfie  particular  place  or  press,  should  this  l>e  the  result»  I 
have  not,  as  must  be  presumed,  turned  a  thought  to  either.  Nor 
can  I  say  more  now  than  that  your  letter  will  be  kept  in  recol* 
lection,  and  that  should  any  other  arrangement  prevail  over  its 
object,  it  will  not  proceed  from  auy  want  of  eoniidence,  esteem, 
or  friendly  dispositions;  of  all  which  I  tender  you  sincere  as- 
Burances* 


TO  THOMAB  JEFFEE80X. 

MoNTPSLLiKii,  SepU  20>  1821. 

Dear  Sir,^ — I  received  yesterday  yours  of  the  16th,  inclosing 
the  paper  from  Mn  Ticknor  on  the  tax  imposed  on  books  im- 
ported. He  has  taken  a  very  comprehensive  and  judicious  view 
of  the  subject.    The  remark  you  add  to  it  is  a  proper  one  also; 
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that  book^,  being  a  permanent  property,  ought  not  to  be  taxed 
wliilst  other  permanent  property  is  exemptj  both  in  the  acqui- 
sition and  possession, 

I  have  always  considered  the  tar  in  question  as  an  impolitic 
and  disreputable  measure;  as  of  little  account  in  point  of  reve- 
nue; and  as  a  sacrifice  of  intellectual  improvement  to  mechanical 
profits.  These  two  considerations,  however,  produced  the  tax, 
and  will  be  tlie  obstacles  to  its  removal.  Of  the  precise  amount 
it  yields  to  the  revenue,  T  have  no  knowledge.  It  cannot,  I  pre- 
sume, be  sucli  as  to  weighs  even  in  the  present  difKcnlties  of  the 
Treasury,  against  the  arguments  for  its  discontinuance.  If  the 
fiscal  consideration  is  to  prevail,  a  better  course  would  bo  to 
substitute  an  equivalent  advance  on  some  other  articles  im* 
ported.  As  to  tlie  encouragement  of  the  book  printers,  their 
interest  might  be  saved  in  the  mode  suggested  by  Mr.  Ticknor, 
l)y  a  continuance  of  tlie  tax  on  books  republished  within  a  spe- 
cified time.  And  perhaps  the  encouragement  is  recommended 
by  tlie  interests  of  literature,  as  well  as  by  the  advantage  of  con- 
ciliating an  active  and  valuable  prufession;  reprinted  books  be- 
ing likely  to  obtain  a  greater  number  of  purchasers  and  readers, 
especially  when  founded  on  previous  subscriplious,  than  would 
seek  for  or  purchase  imported  originals.  As  I  approve,  there- 
fore, the  general  object  of  the  Northern  literati,  I  should 
prefer,  at  the  same  time,  a  modification  of  it  in  favor  of  repub- 
lisbers.  I  ace  no  adequate  reason  for  distinguishing  between 
English  and  other  books,  whether  in  modern  or  ancient  lan- 
guages. If  it  were  possible  to  define  such  as  would  fall  under 
the  head  of  luxurious  or  demoralizing  amnsemcnts,  there  might 
bo  a  specious  plea  for  their  exception  from  the  repeal;  but  be- 
sides the  impracticability  of  tlie  discriminalion,  it  would  in- 
voke a  principle  of  censorship  which  puts  at  once  a  veto  on  it. 

The  proposed  concert  among  tl^e  learned  institutions  in  pre- 
senting the  grievance  to  Congress,  would  seem  to  afford  the 
best  hope  of  success  in  drawing  their  favorable  attention  to  it. 
A  captious  or  fastidious  adversary  may,  perhaps,  insinuate  that 
the  proper  petitioners  for  redress  are  those  who  feel  the  griev- 
ance, not  those  who  are  exempt  from  it;  that  the  latter  assumo 
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the  office  of  couEsellora,  under  the  name  of  petitioners;  and 
that  from  Corporate  bodies,  abovo  all,  a  combination  of  them, 
the  precedent  ought  to  be  regarded  witli  a  jealous  eye.  The 
motives  of  modesty  which  would  doubtless  be  stamped  oo  the 
foce  of  the  interposition  in  this  case  will  be  the  best  answer  to 
such  objections;  orjf  there  should  be  any  scriou?  apprehension 
of  danger  from  tliem,  the  auxiliary  expedient  you  suggest^  of 
addressing  the  respective  representatives,  instead  of  Congress, 
might  be  made  a  substitute,  instead  of  an  auxiliary.  I  should 
suppose  that  our  University  would  not  witbhold  their  concur- 
rence in  either  or  both  modes.  lu  that  of  addressing  the  par- 
ticular representatives  in  Congress,  there  could  be  no  room  for 
hesitation,  Mr.  Ticknor's  wishes  for  informatiou  as  to  the  other 
InstitotTons  in  Virginia,  and  to  the  South  and  West,  proper  to 
be  invited  into  the  plan,  you  can  satisfy  as  well  without  as  with 
my  attempt  [to]  enumerate  them.  The  members  of  Congresa 
most  proper  to  be  engaged  in  the  cause  could  be  best  selected 
on  the  spot,  where,  I  presume,  some  well-eho^en  agent  or  agents, 
none  better  tlian  Mr.  Ticknor  himself,  will  be  provided  in  the 
quarter  giving  birth  to  the  experiment* 

These  are  hasty  tlioughts,  but  I  send  them  in  compliance  with 
yoor  request  of  an  immediate  answer.  Take  them  for  what  they 
arc  worth  only. 


TO  JOHN  DRAYTON. 

MoKTPELUHJt,  September  23dp  182L 

D"  Stb, — ^I  have  duly  received  the  copy  of  your  Memoirs, 
which  you  were  so  good  as  to  send  me.  Be  pleased  to  accept 
my  thanks  for  it.  I  liave  looked  sufficiently  into  the  work  to 
be  sensible  of  its  value,  not  only  to  those  who  take  an  immcdiato 
interest  in  local  details,  but  as  a  conti-ibution,  also,  to  tlie  fund 
of  materials  for  a  general  history  of  tlie  American  Revolution, 
EVery  incident  connected  with  this  great  and  pregnant  event 
is  already  an  object  of  patriotic  curiosity,  and  will  be  rendered 
by  the  lapse  of  time  more  and  more  so.     It  is  much  to  be  de- 
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Bired  that  the  example  you  have  given  be  followed  in  all  the 
StateSi  by  individaals  who  unite  with  industry  and  opportnoi- 
ties  the  requisite  judgment  and  impartiality.  Besides  the  more 
general  obligation  to  engage  in  the  task,  a  gpeeial  one  will  be 
found  in  tlie  occasions  for  doini^  justice  to  individual  merits, 
which  might  otherwise  escape  the  historical  tribute  due  to  them. 


TO   ALBERT  PICKET  AND   OTHEES* 

Sbpteiiber    — ,  182L 

Gentlemen,^ — I  have  received  your  letter  of ,  asking 

my  opinion  as  to  the  establishment  of  a  female  college,  and  a 
proper  course  of  instruction  in  it. 

Tlie  importance  of  both  these  questions,  and  the  novelty  of 
the  first,  would  require  more  consideration  than  is  allowed  by 
other  demands  on  mj  time,  if  I  were  better  qualified  for  tlie 
task,  or  than  is  permitted,  indeed,  by  the  tenor  of  your  request, 
which  has  for  its  object  an  early  answer. 

The  capacity  of  the  female  mind  for  studies  of  the  highest 
order  cannot  be  doubted,  liaving  been  sufficiently  illustrated  by 
its  works  of  genius,  of  erudition,  and  of  science.  That  it  merits' 
an  improved  system  of  edncation,  comprising  a  due  reference 
to  the  condition  and  duties  of  female  life,  as  distinguished  from 
those  of  the  other  sex,  must  be  as  readily  admitted.  How  far 
a  collection  of  female  students  into  a  public  seminary  would  be 
the  best  of  plans  for  educating  them,  is  a  point  on  which  differ- 
ent opinions  may  be  expected  to  arise.  Yours,  as  the  result  of 
mucli  observation  on  the  youthful  minds  of  females,  and  of  long 
engagement  in  tutoring  them.,  is  entitled  to  great  respect;  and 
as  experiment  alone  can  fully  decide  the  interesting  problem,  it 
is  a  justifiable  wish  that  it  may  be  made;  and  it  could  not,  as 
would  appear,  be  made  under  better  auspices  than  such  as 
yours. 
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TO  LITTELL  k  HBNRT. 

Oct*  18,  1821. 

Gentlemen,^ — I  duly  received  your  letter  of  September  24, 
The  answer  it  requests  has  been  delayed  by  an  mdisposition, 
from  which  I  am  just  recovered. 

I  very  clieerfully  express  my  approbation  of  the  proposed 
edilion  of  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  accompanied  by  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  sev- 
eral States. 

Such  a  workf  executed  with  the  ability  to  be  presumed  in  its 
authors,  must  be  very  useful  in  several  respects.  It  will  be  so 
not  only  to  the  Bench  and  the  Bar,  but  to  the  citizens  gener- 
ally, by  facilitating  to  those  of  each  State  a  knowledge  of  the 
laws  of  the  others,  in  which  the  intercourses  of  busines^s  give 
them  an  interest.  Nor  will  a  comparison  of  the  different  Codes 
be  without  value  to  the  legislator,  also,  who  will  be  able  to  ex- 
tract  whatever  improvements  may  V>e  found  in  llie  examples  be- 
fore him.  And  it  may  well  be  supposed  tliat  tliere  are  few  of 
the  different  codes  which  do  not  contain  soniclhing  worthy  of 
adoption,  as  well  as  something  requiring  amendment.  Finally,' 
such  a  work  will  have  a  tendency  to  assimilate  gradually  the 
codes  of  all  the  States  on  subjects  not  merely  local;  to  assimi- 
late them,  too,  according  to  a  model  formed  by  a  selection  of 
the  best  parts  and  features  of  each. 

The  |)eople  of  the  United  States  federal  association  have  now 
the  same  Constitution,  and  the  same  code  of  laws.  A  uniform- 
ity among  the  State  codes  would  extend  the  advantage,  without 
violating  the  Constitutional  separation,  jurisdiction,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  States  themselves. 

Should  it  be  an  object  with  the  compilers  to  include  in  their 
review  of  the  State  laws  observations  on  tlio  practical  advan- 
tages and  inconveniences  of  such  as  differ  in  different  States,  it 
will  not  a  little  enrich  the  instruction  they  are  about  to  give  to 
their  Country;  and,  indeed,  to  all  who  make  the  science  of  legis- 
lation their  study. 
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TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

MosTPisLtnta,  Nov*^  10.  18'iL 

Deab  Sir,^ — I  return  the  several  papers  wlucli  accompaDied 
yours  of  tlie  30tli  ult.  1  have  interlined  with  a  pencil,  for  yotir 
consideration,  a  very  slight  chaiijire  in  the  petition  to  Congress^ 
and  auolhcr  in  the  ReiK)ri  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Literary  Fund.  The  first  is  intended  to  parry  objections  from 
the  reprinters  of  foreign  books,  by  a  phraseology  not  preclud- 
ing exceptions  in  their  fiivoun  The  exceptions  can  l>c  made 
without  injury  to  the  main  object j  and  although  not  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  American  edition;^,  tlie  greater  cheap- 
ness here  being  a  sufficient  one,  will  ]jrobabIy  be  called  for  by 
the  patrons  of  domestic  industry,  I  find  tliat,  besides  the  few 
clasHics  for  school.^  and  popnhir  works,  others  of  solid  vahie 
continue  to  bo  republished  in  tlie  Northern  cities.  The  other 
interlineation  suggests  the  objects,  other  than  the  library^  to  bo 
provided  for  in  the  pantlieon*  It  will  aid  in  accounting  for 
the  estimated  cost,  and  may  otherwise  mitigate  difficulties. 

Tbe  view  you  take  of  the  question  of  commencing  the  library 
and  tru.^ting  to  the  alternative  with  the  Legislature,  will  claim 
for  it  a  fair  consiJcration  with  the  visitors,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  be  with  you  at  the  time  you  have  fixed  for  their  meeting. 


TO   RTCHARD   RUSH. 

Nov*  20,  1R2L 

D»  SiH, — I  have  been  for  some  time  a  debtor  for  your  favor 

of  June  21,  -which  was  accompanied  by  the  **  Apocryphal  New 
Testament."     Accept  my  thanks  for  both. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  any  notice  in  this  Country  of  Qodwin^s 
last  work,  nor  has  it  been  reviewed  Ijy  any  of  the  English  critics 
who  have  fallen  under  my  eye.  I  think  with  you,  however, 
that  it  can  scarcely  fail  to  attract  public  attention.  It  merits 
a  solid  answer,  and  Maltlius  himself,  challenged  as  he  is,  will  be 
expected  to  give  one.     Our  census  is  now  completed,  though  I 
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have  not  seen  the  precise  result.  The  number  it  adds  to  our 
population,  that  is,  acconlint^  to  Mr.  Godwin,  the  number  of 
emigrants  from  Europe,  of  constitutions  more  than  ordinarily 
robust,  will  put  the  iu;^euiouH  author  to  new  diffieuHies  in  find- 
ing transiiorts  and  prolific  pairs  to  acc^junt  for  the  phenomenon. 
The  increase  of  the  blacks,  also,  where  neither  emigration  nor 
Importation  can  be  pretended,  is  another  hard  nut  for  him  to 

B  crack. 

^  I  observe  in  the  quarterly  list  of  new  publications  in  England 
for  Dec'^  1820,  ''Classical  excursions  from  Eojue  to  , 

H  by  Cbarles  Keilsall,"  for  whom  I  troubled  you  with  a  letter, 
returned  witli  a  non  est  Invetdos,  Tlie  absence  wliich  produced 
this  volume  accounts  for  liis  not  being  then  discoverable.  As 
I  wish  to  make  to  him  the  acknowledgments  contained  in  the 
letter,  and  presume  he  will  have  got  back  to  England,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  replacing  it  in  your  hands,  in  the  hope  that  it  may 

H  now  reach  him.  I  must  ask  the  favor  of  you,  also,  to  procure 
for  me  a  copy  of  his  recent  publication. 

We  have  seen,  not  without  some  little  disappointment,  the 
latter  developments  of  character  in  t!ie  Emperor  Alexander, 

I  He  IS  no  longer  tlie  patron  of  t!ie  liberal  ideas  of  the  age,  of  the 
independence  of  nations,  and  of  their  relief  from  the  bui'deus 
imposed  l>y  warlike  establishments.  What  is  the  object  of  those 
gigantic  armaments,  wldch  furni?=h  motives  or  pretexts  for  imi- 
tation throughout  Eiirope?  Whether  for  conquest,  or  for  in- 
terference against  tlie  people  in  their  struggles  for  political 
reforms,  they  equally  belye  tlie  professions  which  gave  lustre  to 
his  name.  What,  too,  must  be  thought  of  his  having  no  scruples 
at  stepping  into  the  domestic  quarrels  of  Naples  against  the 
people  contending  for  their  rights,  and  his  scrupling  to  inter- 
meddle in  the  domestic  affairs  of  Turkey  against  the  most  atro- 
cious of  despotisms,  wreaking  its  worst  of  cruelties  on  a  people 
having  peculiar  claims  to  the  sympathy  of  the  Christian,  as  well 
^m  as  the  civilized,  world? 

H  Russia  seems  at  pfesent  the  great  bug-bear  of  the  European 
politicians  on  the  land,  as  the  British  Leviathan  is  on  the  M'ater. 
They  are  certainly  both  formidable  powers  at  this  time,  and 
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mtist  always  hold  a  high  rank  among  the  nations  of  Europe.  I 
cannot  but  think,  however,  tliat  the  futnrc  growth  of  Russia 
and  the  stability  of  the  British  ascendency  are  not  a  little  over- 
rated. Without  a  civilization  of  the  liordes  nominally  extend- 
ing the  Russian  dominion  over  m  many  latitudes  and  longitudes, 
they  will  add  little  to  her  real  force,  if  they  do  not  detract  from 
itj  and  in  the  event  of  their  civilization,  and  consequent  in- 
crease, the  overgrown  empire,  as  in  bo  many  preceding  in- 
stances, must  fall  into  separate  and  independent  States.  With 
respect  to  G.  Britain,  her  overbcariug  power  ia  derived  from 
the  vast  extent  of  her  manufactures  and  of  lier  commerce,  which 
furnish  lier  naval  resources.  But  as  other  nations  infuse  free 
principles  into  their  Governments,  and  extend  the  policy  they 
arc  adopting  of  doing  for  themselves  what  G.  Britain  has  been 
allowed  to  do  for  them,  she  will,  like  the  Dutch,  who  ouce  en- 
joyed a  like  ascendency  on  the  same  element,  be  reduced  witliin 
her  natural  sphere. 

If  my  prtrtiality  as  an  American  does  not  misguide  my  judg- 
ment, the  trident  will  ultimately  belong,  not  to  the  Eastern,  but 
to  the  Western  Hemisphere.  It  is  in  the  latter,  not  the  former, 
that  the  greater  and  more  h\sting  fund  of  materials  are  found 
for  constructing  ships,  and  for  Imlky  cargoes;  and  consequently 
for  the  emjiloyment  of  marines.  With  dispositions,  therefore, 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  take  advantage  of  the  gifts  of 
nature,  corresponding  with  those  on  the  other  to  make  the  most 
of  factitious  resources,  the  inference  drawn  seems  an  obvious 
one.  I  pray  and  hope,  at  tlie  same  time,  that  the  trident  may 
never  be  the  symbol  of  lawless  power  in  the  new,  as  it  has  been 
in  the  old,  world. 

The  year  past  has  been  distinguished  by  much  sickness 
throughout  a  great  portion  of  the  United  States,  though  the 
niortiility  has  not  been  very  considerable,  except  in  particular 
spots.  Virginia  has  had  a  large  sliare  of  the  calamity,  and  this 
part  of  the  State  more  than  nn  equal  one.  In  my  own  family 
the  fever  has  been  very  severe.  We  are  at  present  Itappily 
freed  from  it*  It  was  of  the  ty i^hoid  character,  and  seemed  to 
select  for  its  visitations  the  more  elevated  and  healthy,  rather 
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tliftTi  the  situations  most  subject  to  annual  complaints.    Its  type 
has  been  most  malignant,  also,  in  the  cold  pcason. 

The  year  hm  been  unfavorable,  also,  to  the  productions  of 
our  soil.  In  llie  States  north  of  Maryland  the  wheat  crops  are 
said  to  be  below  the  average,  and  in  Maryland  and  Virginia 
the  failure  has  been  beyond  example,  occasioned  by  a  very  wet 
spring  and  continued  rains  during  the  harvest,  Tlie  crops  of 
maize,  on  the  other  hand^  thougli  not  universally^  are  generally, 
good,  and  in  tliis  particular  quarter  uncommonly  abundant. 
The  crops  of  tobacco  are  Komewhat  deficient,  I  believe^  every 
where;  though  better  in  the  result  than  they  were  in  the  prom- 
ise. Complaints  are  made,  I  obj^erve,  from  t)ie  cotton  country 
of  scanty  crops  there  also;  but  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty 
on  that  point.  There  are  probably  both  truth  and  exaggeration 
in  the  reports.  Though  you  arc  not  on  the  li^t  of  either  [danters 
or  farmers!,  the  interest  you  fi?el  as  a  good  citizen  in  whatever 
concerns  so  great  a  portion  of  them,  will  render  such  agricultu- 
ral notices  not  obtrusive. 


TO  GENERAL   LA   PATBTTE. 


1821. 


I  did  not  receive,  my  dear  friend,  your  favor  of  July  1  till  a 
few  weeks  ago.  It  came  througli  the  post  office  from  N.  York. 
Of  Br.  Barba  I  have  not  heard  a  word,  I  shall  keep  in  mind 
the  title  your  recommendation  gives  to  any  marks  of  my  atten- 
tion for  which  opportunities  n)ay  bo  ailbrded. 

I  have  read,  with  great  pleasure,  your  opinion  occasioned  by 
the  Budget.  Sentiments  so  noble,  in  language  bo  piercings  can- 
not be  without  effect.  The  deafness  to  them  within  doors  will 
not  prevent  their  being  heard  and  felt  without,  and  tlie  present 
atmosphere  of  Europe  is  favorable  to  an  echo  of  them  every 
where.  The  toleration  of  such  bold  and  severe  truths  is  a  proof 
that,  althougli  the  time  may  not  be  arrived  for  tlieir  compleat 
triumph,  it  is  approaching,  and  will  be  accelerated  by  such  ap- 
peals to  honest  hearts  and  reflecting  minds.     Go  on,  my  friend, 
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in  your  consistent  and  magnanimous  career;  and  may  you  live 

to  witnetfs  and  enjoy  tlie  success  of  a  cause  tlie  most  truly  glo- 
rious that  can  aninmte  the  breast  of  man;  tbal  of  elevating  and 
meliorating  the  condition  of  his  race.  Representative  and  re- 
sponsible OovcrnmcntB  are  so  congenial  with  the  rights  and  the 
feelings  of  all  nations^  that  their  progress  cannot  be  arrested. 
Sooner  or  later  they  mti^t  expel  despotism  from  the  civilized 
%vorld.  Their  forms  will  improve  as  experiments  shall  be  mul- 
tiplied. The  experiment  here  cannot  fail  to  add  new  lights  on 
the  science  of  constitutions* 

We  have  seen  with  regret,  and  not  without  some  disappoint- 
mentt  the  Emperor  Alexander  tbrowing  himself  into  the  breach 
in  defence  of  arbitrary  power  against  national  reforms.  His 
language  at  Layliach,  his  conduct  towards  Naples,  and  his  im- 
parallelcd  armaments,  furnishing  to  some  the  motives,  to  others 
the  pretexts,  to  follow  the  opp<jsite  exam  file,  forfeit  his  preten- 
Bions  to  be  regarded  as  a  patron  of  the  liberal  ideas  of  the  age; 
as  a  guardian  of  the  inrloiiendcnce  of  Natipns;  and  as  a  friend 
to  the  relief  wliicli  peace  ought  to  give  the  people  from  mililary 
burdens.  How  account,  too,  for  his  having  no  scruples  to  inter- 
fere in  the  domestic  struggles  of  Naples  in  favor  of  a  vitiated 
monarchy,  and  his  pleading  them  against  an  interference  in  be- 
half of  the  Christian  Greeks,  struggling  against  the  compound 
and  horrible  despotism  at  Constantinople?  Ilis  apostasy,  if 
be  was  ever  sincere,  is  a  conspicuous  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
Constitntional  barriers  against  the  corrupting  influence  of  un- 
bridled power. 

I  Imve  lately  been  looking  over  De  Pradt^a  Europe  in  1819. 
He  has  taken  many  instructive  views  of  its  nations,  with  their 
mutual  relations  and  prospects.  His  prophetic  conjectures 
seem,  Imwevcr,  to  ascribe  too  much  permanency  to  the  gigantic 
growth  of  Russia  on  the  land,  and  to  the  ascendency  of  G.  Brit- 
ain on  the  ocean.  Without  a  civilization  of  the  numerous  hordes, 
spread  over  so  many  latitudes  and  longitudes,  at  present  nom- 
inal rather  than  real  subjects,  tlie  Russian  power  cannot  be 
measured  by  the  extent  of  her  territory;  and  in  the  event  of 
civilization  and  consequent  rauUiplication  of  these  barriers,  her' 
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Empire,  like  that  of  all  orergroir'n  ones,  must  fall  to  pieces. 
Those  of  Alf'xnnder,  of  Rome,  of  Charlemacue,  of  Charles  V, 
all  experienced  tliis  fate,  after  the  personal  taknts  or  temporary 
causes  which  lield  the  parts  together  had  ceased,  NapoleoE 
would  have  furnished  another  example  if  his  fortnne  had  equalled 
his  amhitioti.  IJis  snccessor  would  have  found  a  i»hysical  and 
moral  imposslhility  of  wielding  either  a  Bccptre  or  sword  of 
more  than  a  givea  lenjrth.  The  vast  power  of  G.  Britain  rests 
on  a  hasis  too  artificial  to  he  permanent.  She  owes  it  not  to 
the  extent  of  her  natural  resources,  but  to  the  proj^perity  of  her 
manufactnreSj  her  commerce,  and  her  navigation.  As  other  na- 
tions infuse  salutary  principles  into  their  forms  of  Government, 
and  extend  the  policy  they  are  adopting,  of  duing  for  themselves 
what  G,  Britain  has  been  permitted  to  do  for  tliem,  her  power, 
like  that  of  the  Dutcli,  who  once  enjoyed  an  artificial  ascend- 
ency on  the  same  element,  will  ho  reduced  to  the  limits  pre- 
ecribed  by  uattire.  These  are,  undoubtedly,  eonBistent  with  the 
rank  of  a  great  and  important  member  of  the  society  oT  nationa. 
Nor  will  Kussia  fail  to  continue  a  great  Power;  though  without 
the  overwhelming  accumulation  of  means  assigned  [ascribed?] 
to  her  destiny. 

Will  you  indulge  my  partiality  as  an  American  in  remarking, 
that,  in  looking  forward  to  the  comparative  resources  for  naval 
ascendency,  the  trident  will  ultimately  lielong  not  to  tlic  East- 
ern but  to  the  Western  ITcmisphere?  Naval  power  depends  on 
ships  and  seamen;  and  these  on  the  materials  for  constructing 
tlie  former,  and  the  bulky  and  coveted  products  for  loading 
them.  On  which  side  will  there  be  the  greatest  and  most  du- 
rable abundance  for  both  purposes?  And  can  it  bo  supposed 
that  there  will  be  less  disposition  on  this  than  there  has  been 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  take,  at  least,  a  fair  advan- 
tage of  the  fortunate  lot?  I  hope  and  pray  that  the  trans-At- 
lantic example  may  not  be  followed  beyond  that  limit. 

The  negro  slavery  is,  as  5'on  jtistly  complain,  a  sad  blot  ou 
our  free  country,  tliough  a  very  ungracious  subject  of  rcjiroachcs 
from  the  quarter  which  has  been  most  lavish  of  them.  No  sa^ 
isfactory  plan  has  yet  been  devised  for  taking  out  the  stain.  If 


II 


Mb 


240 


WORKS    OF    MADTSOTf 


1S2L 


an  asylum  could  be  found  in  Africa,  tliat  would  be  the  appro 
priato  fle?^  till  at  ion  for  the  unhappy  race  among  us.  Some  are 
sanguine  that  llie  efforts  of  an  existing  Colonization  Society 
will  accomplish  such  a  provision;  but  a  very  partial  success 
ecems  the  mo?t  that  can  be  expected.  Some  other  region  iiaist, 
therefore,  be  ff>UMd  for  them  as  they  become  free  and  willing  to 
emigrate.  The  repugnance  of  the  whites  to  their  continuance 
among  them  is  fouuded  on  preiiidires,  themselves  faimded  on 
physical  distinctions,  which  are  not  likely  soon,  if  ever,  to  be 
eradicated.  Even  in  States,  Massachusetts  for  example,  which 
displayed  most  sympathy  with  the  people  of  colour  on  the  Mis- 
souri question,  prohiliitions  are  taking  place  against  their  be- 
coming residents.  They  are  every  where  regarded  as  a  nuisance, 
and  must  really  be  such  as  long  as  they  are  under  the  degrada- 
tion which  public  sentiment  inflicts  on  them.  They  are  at  the 
same  time  rapidly  increasing  from  manumissions  and  from  off- 
springs, and  of  course  lessening  the  general  disproportion  be- 
tween the  slaves  and  the  whites.  This  tendency  is  favorable  to 
the  cause  of  a  universal  emancipation. 

The  state  of  our  Country  is,  in  other  respects,  highly  flatter- 
ing. There  have  been  pecuniary  difliculties  in  the  Government, 
and  still  more  among  the  people;  but  they  are  earing  themselves. 
Little  eddies  also  occasionally  arise,  which,  for  a  moment,  ruffle 
the  political  surf^xce,  but  they  gradually  sink  into  the  general 
calm.  Every  tiling,  as  yet,  favors  the  principle  of  self-Govern- 
ment  on  which  our  destinies  are  staked. 

I  am  glad  to  fiad  you  retain  so  feelingly  all  your  American 
recollections,  even  the  little  itinerant  scenes  in  which  we  were 
associated;  and  that  you  cherish  the  idea  of  giving  your  friends 
here  an  opportunity  of  once  more  embracing  you.  God  forbid 
that  your  visit  should  result  from  one  of  the  causes  you  glance 
atl  Happen  it  how  it  may,  you  will  find  that  they  have  forgot- 
ten nothing  of  what  always  endeared  you  to  their  best  feelingsj- 
and  that  this  is  more  true  of  no  one  than  of  your  cordial  and* 
steadfast  friend. 
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TO   OEOBOE  JOT» 

MowTPiLUism,  Nov^  21.  1821. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  not  forgotten  your  favor  of  Feb^  last, 
though  I  am  so  tardy  in  acknowledging  it  The  truth  is,  I  find> 
as  generally  happens,  that  age  is  daily  increasing  my  disincli- 
nation to  use  the  pen,  as  it  possibly  may,  though  I  am  less  sen* 
Bible  of  it,  an  inclination  for  the  other  mode  of  communicating 
our  thoughts.  I  might  find  an  apoIogy>  also,  in  a  very  afflicting 
fever  of  the  typhoid  character,  which  has  been  constantly  in 
my  family  for  a  year  past,  and  from  which  I  did  not  escape  my- 
Belf.  I  should,  nevertheless,  have  not  failed  to  answer  that 
part  of  your  letter  which  called  for  my  aid  in  procuring  (for  I 
did  not  possess)  a  newspaper  copy  of  your  *'  Conciliator,"  if  I 
could  have  procured  one.  I  give  you  the  answer  of  Mr.  Gales 
to  my  application  on  the  subject  in  his  own  words:  *'  T  much 
regret  that  it  is  wholly  out  of  my  power  to  oblige  Mn  Joy. 
Admiral  Cockburn,  when  he  paid  his  respects  to  us,  took  care 
to  leave  us  no  spare  copies  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  having 
burnt  them,  with  ilie  few  books  I  had  at  that  time  collected*" 
In  writing  to  Mr.  Gales,  I  took  occasion  to  hand  over  to  him 
the  newspapers  you  were  so  good  as  to  send  me.  Whether  he 
republished  any  thing  from  them,  I  cannot  say.  If  he  did  not, 
it  was  probably  owing  to  the  crowd  of  matter  which  his  paper 
experiences,  and  to  the  decreasing  interest  taken  by  his  readers 
in  what  occurs  abroad,  as  the  importance  increases  in  their  eyes 
of  what  occurs  at  home.  Heretofore,  every  incident  in  the 
great  nations  of  Europe,  especially  in  G,  Britain,  awakened  a 
lively  curiosity  in  the  public  here;  and  this  tendency  still  exists 
in  a  considerable  degree.  It  is,  however,  becoming  less  and 
less;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  what  passes  here  is  understood  to 
be  more  and  more  an  object  of  attention  abroad.  This  is  a  nat- 
ural consequence  of  the  change  going  on  in  the  relative  growth 
of  this  Country.  If  it  should  continue  to  prosper  till  it  reaches 
a  population^  which  self-love  predicts,  of  60  or  70  millions,  the 
scene  will  be  reversed;  and  the  eyes  of  England  will  be  as 
much  turned  toward  the  United  States  as  the  eyes  of  the  latter 
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have  been  towards  her,  and  their  eyes  as  little  towards  her  as 
hers  have  been  towards  them.  This  is  a  light  in  which  the 
people  of  G.  Britain  are  too  proud  to  view  the  future,  and  the 
people  of  this  country  too  vain,  if  that  be  the  epithet,  not  to  re- 
gard it. 

I  did  not  send  Mr.  Gales  the  newspapers  without  looking 
over  the  speech  of  your  nephew  in  one  of  them.  I  will  not  say 
that  your  criticisms  might  not  have  improved  it;  but  it  is  a  spe- 
cimen of  talents  which  promise  to  do  well  without  your  or  any 
other  aid.  I  can  say  notliing  of  the  work  of  Mr.  Tudor,  not 
having  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  it.  From  the  gen- 
eral commendations  bestowed  on  it,  and  the  literary  reputation 
of  the  author,  I  cannot  doubt  that  it  merits  all  you  say  of  it. 

We  had  a  very  wet  harvest  througliout  a  greater  portion  of 
our  wheat  country,  as  appears  to  have  been  the  case  in  G.  Brit- 
ain. There  is  a  surplus  here,  however,  which  would  gladly 
supply  the  deficiency  there;  and  the  supply  would  be  as  welcome 
there,  I  presume,  as  here,  if  the  question  were  to  be  decided  by 
the  manufacturers  instead  of  agriculturists.  Whilst  the  prohibi- 
tory laws  continue,  the  effect  must  be  an  increase  of  ploughs  on 
that  side,  and  of  looms  on  this. 


TO  F.   L.   SCHAEFFEB. 

MoNTPELLiEB,  Dec**  3d,  1821. 

Rbv°  Sir, — I  have  received,  with  your  letter  of  November 
19th,  the  copy  of  your  address  at  the  ceremonial  of  laying  the 
corner-stone  of  S*  Matthew's  Church  in  New  York. 

It  is  a  pleasing  and  persuasive  example  of  pious  zeal,  united 
with  pure  benevolence,  and  of  cordial  attachment  to  a  particu- 
lar creed,  untinctured  with  sectarian  illibcrality.  It  illustrates 
the  excellence  of  a  system  which,  by  a  due  distinction,  to  which 
the  genius  and  courage  of  Luther  led  the  way,  between  what  is 
due  to  Cajsar  and  what  is  due  to  God,  best  promotes  the  dis- 
charge of  both  obligations.  The  experience  of  the  United 
States  is  a  happy  disproof  of  the  error  so  long  rooted  in  the 
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unenUgbtened  minds  of  well-meaning  Christians,  as  well  as  in 
the  corrupt  hearts  of  persecuting  usurpers*,  that  without  a  le^al 
incorporation  of  religious  and  civil  polity,  neither  could  be 
supported.  A  mutual  independence  is  found  most  friendly  to 
practical  Religion,  to  social  harmony,  and  to  political  proe- 
perity. 

In  return  for  your  kind  sentiments,  I  tender  asfiuraocea  of  my 
esteem  and  my  beat  wishes. 


TO   JOHN  G«  JACKSON* 

MoMTPKtuBB,  Dec  27»  1821. 

Dear  Sir,— Tour  favor  of  the  9th  came  safe  to  hand  a  few 
days  ago  only;  and  the  usages  of  the  season,  with  some  addi- 
tional incidents,  have  not  allowed  me  time  for  more  promptly 
acknowledging  its  friendly  contents. 

You  were  right  in  supposing  tliat  some  arrangement  of  the 
mass  of  papers  accumulated  tlirough  a  long  course  of  public  life, 
would  require  a  tedious  attention  after  my  fitml  return  to  a  pri- 
vate station.  I  regret  to  say,  that  concurring  ei  renin  stances  have 
essentially  interfered  with  the  execution  of  the  task.  Becoming 
every  day  more  and  more  aware  of  the  danger  of  a  failure  from 
delay,  I  have  at  length  set  about  it  in  earnest;  and  shall  con- 
tinue the  application  as  far  as  health  and  indispensable  avoca- 
tions will  permit* 

With  respect  to  that  portion  of  the  mass  which  contains  the 
voluminous  proceedings  of  tlie  Convention,  it  has  always  been 
my  intention  tliat  they  should,  some  day  or  other,  sec  the  light. 
But  I  have  always  felt,  at  the  same  time,  the  delicacy  attending 
puch  a  use  of  them;  especially  at  an  early  season.  In  geneml, 
r  have  leaned  to  the  expediency  of  letting  the  publication  l>e  a 
poBtlvumous  one.  The  result  of  my  latest  reflections  on  tfie  sub- 
ject I  cannot  more  conveniently  explain  tlian  hy  tlie  inclosed 
extract  from  a  letter  *  confidentmUy  written  since  the  appear- 

*  See  letter  of  the  15th  September,  1321,  to  Thomas  Ritchie. 
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ance  of  the  proceedings  of  tlie  CoxiTention^  as  taken  from  the 
notes  of  Chief  Justice  Yates, 

Of  thig  work  I  liave  not  yet  seen  a  copy.  From  the  scraps 
thrown  into  the  newispapers,  I  cannot  douht  that  the  prejudices 
of  the  author  guided  hi3  pen^  and  that  he  has  committed  egre- 
gious errors,  at  least,  in  relation  to  otliers  as  well  as  myself. 

That  most  of  us  carried  into  the  Couvention  a  profound  im- 
pression, produced  by  the  experienced  inadequacy  of  the  old 
Confederation,  and  l»y  the  monitory  examples  of  all  similar 
ones,  ancient  and  modern,  as  to  the  necessity  of  binding  the 
States  together  by  a  strong  Constitution,  is  certain.  The  ne- 
cessity of  such  a  Coustitntiou  was  enforced  by  the  gross  and 
disreputable  inequalities  which  had  been  prominent  in  the  inter- 
nal adminiBtratious  of  most  of  the  States.  Nor  was  the  recent 
and  alarming  insurrection,  headed  by  Shays,  in  Massachusetts, 
without  a  very  sen^sible  effect  on  tlie  public  mind.  Such,  indeed, 
was  tlic  aspect  of  things,  that,  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  best  friendd 
of  liberty,  a  crisis  liad  arrived  which  was  to  decide  whether  Ihe 
American  experiment  was  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  world,  or  to 
blast  forever  the  hopes  whicli  the  republican  cause  had  inspired; 
and  what  is  not  to  be  overlooked,  the  disposition  to  give  to  a 
new  system  all  tlie  vigour  consistent  with  Republican  principles 
was  not  a  little  stimulated  by  a  backwardness  iu  some  quarters 
towards  a  Convention  for  the  purpose,  which  was  ascribed  to  a 
secret  dislike  to  popular  Government,  and  a  hope  that  delay 
would  bring  it  more  into  tlisgrace,  and  pave  the  way  for  a  form 
of  Government  more  congenial  with  monarchical  or  aristocrat- 
ical  predilections. 

This  view  of  the  crisis  made  it  natural  for  many  in  the  Con- 
vention to  lean  more  than  was»  perhaps,  in  strictness,  warranted 
by  a  proper  distinction  between  causes  temporary,  as  some  of 
them  doubtless  were,  and  causes  permanently  inherent  in  popu- 
lar frames  of  Government,  It  is  true,  also,  as  has  been  Bome- 
times  suggested,  that  in  the  course  of  discussions  in  the  Con- 
vention, where  so  much  depended  on  compromise,  the  patrons 
of  different  opinions  often  set  oat  on  negotiating  grounds  more 


4 

I 
I 


182L 


LETTERS. 


245 


» 


remove  from  each  otiier  tlian  the  real  opinions  of  either  were 
from  the  point  at  which  thej  finally  met* 

For  myself,  having,  from  the  first  moment  of  maturiusr  a  po- 
litical opinion  down  to  the  |)resont  one,  never  coascfl  to  he  a  vo- 
tary of  the  principle  of  self  government,  I  was  among  those  most 
anxious  to  rescue  it  from  the  danger  which  seemed  to  threaten 
itj  and  with  that  view,  was  willing  to  give  to  a  Government 
resting  on  that  foundation  as  much  energy  as  would  insure  the 
requisite  stability  nnd  eiBcacy.  It  is  possible,  timt  in  some  in- 
stances this  consideration  may  have  been  allowed  a  weight 
greater  than  subsequent  reflection  within  the  Conv^ention,  or  the 
actual  operation  of  the  Government,  would  sanction.  It  may 
be  remarked,  also,  that  it  sometimes  happened,  that  opinions  as 
to  a  particular  modification  or  a  particular  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment had  a  conditional  reference  to  others,  which ,  combined 
therewith,  would  vary  the  character  of  the  whole. 

But  wliatever  might  have  been  the  opinions  entertained  in 
forming  the  Constitution,  it  was  tlie  doty  of  all  to  support  it  in 
its  true  meaning,  as  understood  hf/  the  nadim  at  the  time  of  its 
ratification.  No  one  felt  this  obligation  more  than  1  have  done; 
and  there  are  few,  perhaps,  whose  ultimate  and  deliberate  opin- 
ions on  the  merits  of  the  Constitution  accord  in  a  greater  de- 
gree with  that  obligation. 

The  departures  from  the  true  and  fair  construction  of  the  in- 
strument have  always  given  me  pain,  and  always  experienced 
my  opposition  when  called  for.  The  attempts  in  the  outset  of 
the  Government  to  defeat  those  safe,  if  not  necessary,  and  those 
politic,  if  not  obligatory,  amendments  introduced  in  conformity 
to  tlie  known  desires  of  tlie  body  of  the  people,  and  to  the 
pledges  of  many,  particularly  myself,  when  vindicating  and  rec- 
ommending the  Constitution,  was  an  occurrence  not  a  little 
ominous.  And  it  was  soon  followed  by  indications  of  political 
tenetSi  and  by  rules,  or  rather  the  abandonment  of  all  rules,  of 
expounding  it,  which  were  capable  of  transforming  it  into  some- 
thing very  different  from  its  legitimate  character  as  the  off- 
apriugof  the  national  wIlL  I  wish  I  could  say  that  constructive 
innovations  had  altogether  ceased. 


S46 


WORKS    OF    MADISON; 


1821. 


Whether  the  CoDstitution,  as  it  has  divided  the  powers  of 
Government  between  the  States  in  their  separate  and  in  their 
united  capacities,  tends  to  an  oppressive  aggrandizement  of  the 
General  Government,  or  to  an  anarcliical  independence  of  the 
State  Governinenta,  is  a  problem  which  time  alone  can  abso- 
lutely detormine.  It  in  ranch  to  be  wisliod  that  the  division  as 
it  exists,  or  may  be  made  with  the  regidar  nanction  of  the  peo- 
ple, nmy  effectually  guard  against  both  extremes;  for  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  an  acenmulation  of  all  ]>owRr  in  the  General 
Govornment  would  aa  naturally  lead  to  a  dangoron?  accuniula- 
tion  in  the  Executive  hands,  as  that  the  resumption  of  all  power 
by  the  several  States  would  end  in  t!ie  calamitiesi  incident  to 
contiguous  and  rival  Sovereigns;  to  say  nothing  of  its  effect  in 
lessening  the  security  for  sound  principles  of  administration 
within  each  of  thera. 

There  have  been  epochs  when  the  General  Government  was 
evidently  drawing  a  disproportion  of  power  into  its  vortex. 
There  have  been  others,  when  States  threatened  to  do  the  same. 
At  the  ])resent  moment,  it  would  seem  that  both  are  aiming  at 
encroachments,  each  on  the  other.  One  thing,  however,  is  cer- 
tain: that  in  the  present  condition  and  temper  of  the  community, 
the  General  Government  cannot  long  succeed  in  eneroaehnienta 
contravening  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  States  and  of  the 
people.  Its  responsibility  to  these  wonld,  as  was  proved  on  a 
conspicuous  occasion,  quickly  arrest  its  career.  If,  at  the  same 
time,  the  powers  of  the  General  Government  be  carried  to  un- 
constitutional lengths,  it  will  be  the  result  of  a  majority  of  the 
States  and  of  the  people,  actuated  by  some  impetuous  fe<3ling,  or 
some  real  or  supposed  interest,  overruling  the  minority,  and  not 
of  successful  attempts  by  the  General  Government  to  overpower 
both. 

In  estimating  the  greater  tendency  in  the  political  system  of 
the  Union  to  a  subversion,  or  to  a  separation  of  the  States  com- 
posing it,  there  are  some  considerations  to  be  taken  into  the  ac* 
count  which  have  been  little  adverted  to  by  the  most  oracular 
autliors  on  the  science  of  Government,  and  which  are  but  im- 
perfectly developed,  as  yet,  by  our  own  experience.     Such  are 
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the  size  of  the  States,  the  number  of  them,  the  territorial  extent 
of  the  whole,  and  the  degree  of  external  danger.  Each  of  these, 
I  am  persuaded,  will  be  found  to  contribute  its  impulse  to  the 
practical  direction  which  our  great  political  machine  is  to  take. 
We  learn,  for  the  first  time,  the  second  loss  sustained  by  your 
parental  affection.  You  will  not  doubt  the  sincerity  with  which 
we  partake  the  grief  produced  by  both.  I  wish  we  could  oflFer 
better  consolations  than  the  condoling  expressions  of  it.  These 
must  be  derived  irom  other  sources.  Afllictions  of  every  kind 
are  the  onerous  conditions  charged  on  the  tenure  of  life;  and  it 
is  a  silencing,  if  not  a  satisfactory,  vindication  of  the  ways  of 
Heaven  to  man,  that  there  are  but  few  who  do  not  prefer  an  ac- 
quiescence in  them  to  a  surrender  of  the  tenure  itself. 


JONATHAN  BULL  AND  MARY  BULL. 


Jonathan  Bull  and  Mary  Bull,  who  were  degcendants  of  old 
John  Bull^  the  head  of  the  family,  had  inherited  contiguous  es- 
tates Iq  large  tracts  of  land.  As  they  grew  up  and  became  well 
acquainted  J  a  partiality  was  mutually  felt,  and  advances  on  sev- 
eral occasions  made  towards  a  matrimonial  connexion.  This 
was  particularly  recommended  by  the  advaotage  of  putting  their 
two  estates  under  a  common  superintendence.  Old  Bull,  how- 
ever, as  guai*dian  of  both,  and  having  long  been  allowed  cer- 
tain valuable  privileges  within  the  estates,  with  which  Ije  was 
not  long  content,  had  always  found  the  means  of  breaking  off 
the  match,  which  he  regarded  as  a  fatal  obstacle  to  his  secret 
design  of  getting  the  whole  property  into  his  own  hands. 

At  a  moment  favorable,  as  he  thought,  for  the  attempt,  he 
brought  suit  against  both,  but  with  a  view  of  carrying  it  on  in 
a  way  that  would  make  the  process  bear  on  the  parties  in  such 
different  modes^  times,  and  degrees,  as  miglit  create  a  jealousy 
and  discord  between  them.  Jonathan  and  Mary  had  too  mucli 
sagacity  to  be  duped.  They  understood  well  old  Bull's  charac- 
ter and  situation.  They  knew  tliat  he  was  deeply  versed  in  all 
the  subtlGties  of  the  law;  that  he  was  of  a  stubborn  and  per- 
severing temper;  and  that  he  had,  moreover,  a  vary  long  purse. 
They  were  sensible,  tlicrefore,  that  the  more  he  endeavored  to 
divide  their  interests  and  their  defence  of  the  suit,  the  more 
they  ought  to  make  a  common  cause  and  proceed  in  a  concert 
of  measures.  As  this  could  best  be  done  by  giving  effect  to  the 
feelings  long  entertained  for  each  other,  an  intermarriage  was 
determined  on  and  solemnized,  witfi  a  deed  of  Bcttlement,  as 
usual  in  such  opulent  matches,  duly  executed;  and  no  event 
certainly  of  the  sort  was  ever  celebrated  by  a  greater  fervor  or 
variety  of  rejoicings  among  the  respective  tenants  of  the  parties. 
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They  had  a  great  horror  of  falling  into  the  liands  of  old  Balli 
and  regarded  the  marriage  of  their  proprietors^  under  whom 
they  held  their  freeholds^  as  the  surest  mode  of  warding  oft'  the 
danger.  They  were  not  disappointed.  United  purses  and  good 
advocates  compelled  old  Bull,  after  a  hard  struggle,  to  with- 
draw the  suit,  and  relinquish  forever,  not  only  the  new  preton- 
Bions  he  had  set  up,  but  the  old  privilegca  he  had  been  allowed. 

The  marriage  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  was  not  a  barren  one. 
On  the  contrary,  every  year  or  two  added  a  new  member  to  the 
family;  and  ou  yuch  occasions  the  practice  was  to  set  off  a  por- 
tion of  land  suflScicut  for  a  good  farm,  to  be  put  under  the  an- 
thority  of  the  child  on  its  attaining  the  age  of  manhood.  And 
these  lauds  were  seUlcd  very  rapidly  by  tenants  going,  as  the 
case  might  be,  from  the  estates,  sometimes  of  Jonathan,  some- 
times of  Mary,  and  sometiraes  partly  from  one  and  partly  from 
the  other. 

It  happened  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  nonage  of  the  tenth 
or  eleventh  fruit  of  the  marriage  some  difficulties  were  started 
concerning  the  rules  and  conditions  of  declaring  the  young 
party  of  age,  and  of  giving  him^  aa  a  member  of  the  family,  the 
management  of  his  patrimony.  Jonathan  Ijccame  possessed  with 
a  notion  that  an  arrangement  ought  to  be  made  that  would  pre- 
vent the  new  farm  from  being  settled  and  cultivated,  as  in  all 
the  latter  instances,  indiscriminately  by  persons  removing  from 
his  and  Mary^s  estate,  and  couBne  this  privifego  to  tliosc  going 
from  his  own;  and  in  the  perverse  humor  which  had  seized  him, 
he  listened,  moreover,  to  suggestions  that  Mary  had  some  nndue 
advanttige  from  the  selections  of  the  head  stewards,  which  hap- 
pened to  have  been  made  much  oftener  out  of  her  tenants  than 
Ills. 

Now  tlie  prejudice  suddenly  taken  up  by  Jonathan  against 
tiie  equal  right  of  Mary's  tenants  to  remove  with  their  property 
to  new  farms,  was  connected  with  a  peculiarity  in  Mary's  per- 
son not  as  yet  noticed*  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  circuni- 
stance  is  not  the  less  true,  thai  Mary,  when  a  child,  had  unfor- 
tunately received  from  a  certain  ^yricaa  dye  a  stain  on  her  left 
arm*  which  had  made  it  perfectly  black,  and  withal  somewhat 


1821. 


JONATHAN    BTLL,    ETC. 


251 


weaker  than  the  other  arm.  The  misfortune  arose  from  a  ship 
from  Africa,  loaded  with  the  article,  which  had  been  permitted 
to  enter  a  river  running  through  her  estate,  and  dispose  of  a 
part  of  the  noxious  cargo.  The  fact  wos  well  known  in  Jona- 
than at  the  time  of  their  marriage,  and  if  felt  as  an  ohjection, 
it  was,  in  a  manner,  reduced  to  nothings  by  the  comely  form  and 
pleasing  features  of  Mary  in  ev-ery  other  respect,  l>y  her  good 
sense  and  amiable  manners,  and  in  part,  perhaps,  by  the  large 
and  valuable  estate  she  brought  with  her. 

In  the  unlucky  fit,  however,  which  was  upon  Ijini,  he  looked 
at  tJie  black  arm,  and  forgot  all  the  rest.  To  such  a  pitch  of 
feeling  was  he  wrought  up,  that  he  broke  out  into  the  grossest 
taunts  on  Mary  for  her  misfortune,  not  omitting,  at  the  same 
time,  to  remind  her  of  his  long  forbearance  to  exert  his  superior 
voice  in  the  appointment  of  the  lioad  steward.  He  had  now, 
he  said,  got  his  eyes  fully  opened;  lie  saw  every  thing  in  a  new 
light,  and  was  resolved  to  act  accordingly.  As  to  the  head 
steward,  he  would  let  her  see  that  the  appointnient  was  vir« 
tually  in  liis  power,  and  she  might  take  her  leave  of  all  chance  of 
ever  having  another  of  her  tenauts  advanced  to  that  station;  and 
as  to  the  black  arm,  slie  should,  if  the  color  could  not  be  taken 
out,  either  tear  off  the  skin  from  the  llesh,  or  cut  off  the  liinlj; 
for  it  was  his  fixed  determination  that  one  or  otlier  should  be 
done,  or  he  would  sue  out  a  divorce,  and  there  should  be  an  end 
of  all  connexion  between  them  and  their  estates.  I  have,  he 
said,  examined  well  the  marriage  settlement,  and  flaws  have 
been  pointed  out  to  me,  that  never  occurred  before,  by  which  I 
shall  be  able  to  set  the  whole  aside.  Wliite  as  1  am  all  over,  I 
can  no  longer  consort  with  one  marked  with  such  a  deformity 
08  the  blot  on  your  person. 

Mary  was  so  stunned  with  the  language  she  heard,  that  it 
was  some  time  before  she  could  speak  at  all;  and  as  tlie  sur- 
prise abated,  she  was  almost  choked  with  the  anger  and  indig- 
nation swelling  in  her  bosom.  Generous  and  plaealile  as  her 
temper  was,  she  had  a  proud  sensibility  to  wimt  she  thought  an 
unjust  and  degrading  treatment,  which  did  not  permit  her  to 
suppress  the  violence  of  her  first  emotions.     Her  language  ao- 
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cordingly  for  a  niomeot  was  such  as  tliese  emotions  prompted. 
But  ber  good  sense,  and  ber  regard  for  Jonatliao,  whose  ijuali- 
ties  as  a  good  husband  she  had  long  experienced,  soon  gained 
an  ascendency,  and  changed  her  tone  to  that  of  sober  reasoning 
and  aflfcctionate  expostulation. 

**  Well,  my  dear  husband,  you  sec  wliat  a  passion  you  have 
put  me  into.  But  it  is  now  over,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  ex- 
press my  thoughts  witli  the  calnmess  and  good  feelings  which 
become  the  relation  of  wife  and  husband. 

"  As  to  the  case  of  providing  for  our  child  just  coming  of  age, 
I  shall  say  but  little.     We  both  have  such  a  tender  regard  for 
liim,  and  such  a  desire  to  see  bim  on  a  level  with  his  brethren 
as  to  the  chance  of  making  his  fortune  in  the  world,  that  I  ami 
sure  the  difficulties  which  have  occurred  will  in  someway  or  i 
other  be  got  over. 

"But  I  cannot  pass  so  lightly  over  the  reproaches  you  caat'' 
on  the  color  of  my  left  arm,  and  on  the  more  frequent  appoint- 
ment of  my  tenants  than  of  yours  to  the  head  stewardship  of 
our  joint  estates. 

"Now,  as  to  the  first  point,  you  seem  to  have  forgotten,  my 
worthy  partner,  that  this  infirmity  was  fully  known  to  you  be- 
fore our  marriage,  and  is  proved  to  be  so  by  the  deed  of  settle* 
ment  itself.  At  that  time  yon  made  it  no  objection  whatever 
t^  our  union;  and,  indeed,  how  could  you  urge  such  an  objec- 
tion, when  you  were  conscious  that  you  yourself  were  not  en- 
tirely free  from  alike  stain  on  your  own  person?  The  fatal 
African  dye,  as  you  well  know,  had  found  its  way  into  your 
abode  as  well  as  mine;  and  at  the  time  of  our  marriage,  you 
had  spots  and  specks  scattered  over  your  body  as  black  as  tlie 
skin  on  my  arm.  And  although  you  have,  by  certain  abrasions 
and  other  applications,  taken  them  in  some  measure  out,  there 
arc  visible  remains  which  ought  to  soften  at  least  your  language 
when  reflecting  on  my  situation*  You  ought  surely*  when  you 
have  so  slowly  and  imperceptibly  relieved  yourself  from  tlie 
mortifying  stain,  although  the  task  was  comparatively  so  easy, 
to  have  some  forbearance  and  sympathy  with  me,  wlio  have  a 
task  so  much  more  difficult  to  perform.     Instead  of  that,  you 
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abuse  me  as  if  I  had  brouglit  the  misfortune  on  myself,  and  could 
remoTC  it  at  will;  or  as  if  you  liad  pointed  out  a  ready  way  to 
do  it,  and  I  hod  jsliglited  your  advice.     Yet,  ^o  for  is  this  from 
being  the  case,  that  you  know  as  well  as  I  do  that  I  am  not  to 
be  blamed  for  the  origin  of  the  sad  mishap;  that  I  am  as  anx- 
ious as  yoii  can  be  to  get  rid  of  it;  that  you  are  as  unable  as  I 
am  to  find  out  a  safe  and  feasible  plan  for  the  purpose;  and, 
moreover,  that  I  have  done  every  thing  I  could,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  mitigate  an  evil  that  cannot  as  yet  be  removed.    Wlien 
you  talk  of  tearing  off  the  skin,  or  cutting  off  the  unfortunate 
limb,  must  I  remind  yoU|  of  what  you  cannot  be  ignorant,  that 
the  most  skilful  surgeons  have  given  their  opinit>ns  that  if  so 
cruel  an  operation  were  to  be  tried,  it  could  hardly  fail  to  bo 
followed  by  a  mortification,  or  a  bleeding  to  death?     Let  me 
ask|  foo,  whether,  slmuld  neither  of  the  fatal  effects  enRue,  you 
would  like  me  better  in  my  mangled  or  mutilated  condition  than 
you  do  now?    And  when  you  threaten  a  divorce  and  an  annul- 
ment of  the  marriage  settlement,  may  I  not  ask  whether  your 
estate  wonld  not  suffer  as  mucli  as  mine  by  dissolving  the  part- 
nership between  them?     I  am  far  from  denying  that  I  feel  the 
advantage  of  having  the  pledge  of  your  arm,  your  stronger  arm, 
if  you  please,  for  the  protection  of  me  and  mine;  and  that  my 
interests,  in  general,  have  I»een,  and  must  continue  to  be,  the 
better  for  your  aid  and  counsel  in  the  management  of  them. 
But,  on  tire  other  hand,  you  must  be  equally  sensible  that  the 
aid  of  my  purse  will  have  its  value,  in  case  old  Bulb  or  any 
other  such  litigious  fellow,  sliould  put  us  to  the  expense  of  an- 
other tedious  lawsuit.     And  now  that  we  are  on  the  subject  of 
loss  and  gaiu,  you  will  not  be  offended  if  I  take  notice  of  a  re- 
port that  you  sometimes  insinuate  that  ray  estate,  according  to 
the  rates  of  assessment,  does  not  pay  its  due  share  into  the  com- 
mon purse.     I  think,  my  dear  Jonathan,  that  if  you  ever  enter- 
tained this  opinion,  you  must  have  been  led  into  it  by  a  rery 
wrong  view  of  the  subject.     As  to  the  direct  income  from  rents, 
there  can  be  no  deficiency  on  my  part  there;  tlie  rule  of  appor- 
tionment being  clear,  and  founded  on  a  calculation  by  numbers. 
And  as  to  what  is  raised  from  the  articles  bought  and  used  by 
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my  tenants,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  tbat  my  tenants  Imy  or  use 
less  tlian  yours,  considering  that  tliey  carry  a  greater  amoont. 
of  crops  to  market,  the  whole  of  which^  it  is  well  known,  they 
lay  out  in  articles  from  the  use  of  which  the  bailiff  regularly 
collects  the  sum  due.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  my  tenants, 
selling  more,  buy  more;  buying  more,  use  more;  and  using  more, 
pay  more.  Meaning,  however,  not  to  put  you  in  the  wrong*  but 
myself  in  the  right,  I  do  not  pni?h  the  argument  to  that  length; 
because  I  readily  agree  tliat  in  paying  for  articles  bought  and 
used,  you  have,  beyond  the  fruits  of  the  soil,  on  which  I  depend, 
ways  and  means  which  I  have  not.  You  draw  chiefly  the  inter* 
est  we  jointly  pay  for  the  funds  we  were  obliged  to  borrow  for 
the  fees  and  costs  the  suit  of  old  Bull  put  us  to.  Your  tenants 
also  turn  their  hands  so  ingeniously  to  a  variety  of  handicraft 
and  other  mechanical  production^?,  that  they  make  not  a  little 
money  from  that  source.  Besides  all  tliisi,  you  gain  much  by  the 
fish  you  catch  and  carry  to  market;  by  the  me  of  your  teams 
and  boats,  in  transporting  and  trading  on  the  crops  of  my  ten- 
ants; and,  indeed,  in  doing  that  sort  of  business  for  f^trangers 
also.  This  is  a  fair  statement  on  your  side  of  the  account,  with 
the  drawback,  however,  that  as  your  tenants  are  supplied  with 
a  greater  proportion  of  articles,  made  by  themselves,  than  is  the 
case  with  mine,  the  use  of  whicli  articles  does  not  contribute  to 
the  common  purse,  they  avoids  in  the  same  proportion,  the  pay* 
ments  collected  trom  my  tenants.  If  1  were  to  look  still  fur- 
ther into  this  matter^  and  refer  you  to  every  advantage  you 
draw  from  the  union  of  our  persons  and  prof)crty,  I  might  re- 
mark that  the  profits  you  moke  from  your  teams  and  Ivoats,  and 
which  enable  you  to  pay  your  quota,  ai'e  in  great  part  drawn 
from  the  preference  they  have  in  conveying  and  disposing  of 
the  products  of  my  soil — a  business  that  might  fall  into  other 
hands  in  theevent  of  our  separation*  I  mention  this,  as  I  have 
already  said,  not  by  way  of  complaint,  for  I  am  well  satisfied 
that  your  gain  is  not  altogether  my  loss  in  tliis,  more  than  in 
many  other  instances;  and  that  what  profits  you  immediately, 
may  profit  me  also  in  the  long  run.  But  I  will  not  dw^ell  on 
these  calculations  and  comparisons  of  interest,  which  you  ought 
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to  weigli  a3  well  as  myself,  as  reasons  against  tlie  measure  to 
which  you  threaten  a  resort.  For  when  I  consult  my  own 
heart,  and  call  to  mind  all  the  endearing  proofs  you  have  given 
of  yours  being  in  sympathy  with  it,  I  must  needs  Iiope  tliat  there 
are  other  ties  than  mere  interest  to  prevent  us  from  ever  suffer- 
ing a  transient  resentment  on  eitlier  side,  with  or  without  cause, 
to  bring  on  both  all  the  consequences  of  a  divorce — conse* 
qnences,  too,  which  would  be  a  sad  inheritance,  imleed,  for  onr 
numerous  and  beloved  offspring. 

'*  As  to  the  other  point,  relative  to  the  head  stewards,  I  must 
own,  my  worthy  husband,  that  I  am  altogether  at  a  loss  for  any 
cause  of  dissatisfaction  on  your  part,  or  blame  on  mine.  It  is 
true,  as  you  say,  that  they  liave  been  oftener  talceti  fi'om  among 
my  tenants  than  yours;  but,  under  other  circumstances,  tlie  re- 
verse might  as  well  have  happened.  If  tlie  individiitils  appointed 
had  made  their  way  to  the  important  trust  Ijy  corrnjit  or  falla- 
cious meansj  if  they  had  been  preferred  merely  because  they 
dwelt  on  my  estate,  or  had  succeeded  by  any  inter[)Osition  of 
mine  contrary  to  your  inclination;  or,  finally,  if  tliey  Ijad  ad- 
ministered the  trnst  unfaithfully,  sacrificing  your  interests  to 
mine,  or  the  interests  of  both  to  selfish  or  to  unworthy  pur- 
poses; in  any  of  these  cases  you  would  have  ground  for  your 
complaints.  But  I  know,  Jonathan,  that  you  are  too  just  and 
too  candid  not  to  admit  that  no  such  ground  exists.  The  licad 
stewards  in  question  could  not  have  been  appointed  without 
your  own  participation  as  well  as  mine.  They  were  recom- 
mended to  our  joint  choice  by  the  rcjnited  fairness  of  their  char- 
acters; by  their  tried  fidelity  and  competency  in  previous  trusts; 
and  by  their  exemption  from  all  charges  of  impure  and  grasping 
designs.  And  so  far  were  they  from  being  partial  to  my  inter- 
est at  the  expense  of  yours,  that  they  were  rather  considered  by 
my  tenants  as  leaning  to  a  management  more  favorable  to  yours 
than  to  mine.  I  need  not  say  that  I  allude  to  the  bounties,  di- 
rect or  indirect,  to  your  teams  and  boats,  to  the  hands  employed 
in  your  fisheries,  and  the  looms  and  otlier  machineries,  which, 
without  such  encouragements,  would  not  be  able  to  meet  the 
threatened  rivalships  of  interfering  neighbors.    I  say,  only,  that 
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these  ideas  were  in  the  heads  of  sorae  of  my  tenants.  For  my- 
self, I  should  not  have  mentioned  them,  but  as  a  defence  against 
what  I  must  regard  as  so  unfounded  a  charge,  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  make  a  lasting  impression. 

"But,  laying  aside  all  these  considerations,  T  repeat,  my  dear 
Jonathan,  that  the  appointment  of  the  head  steward  lies  as 
much,  if  not  more,  with  you  than  with  me.  Let  the  choice  fall 
where  it  may,  you  will  find  me  faithfully  abiding  by  it,  whether 
it  be  thought  the  best  possible  one  or  not;  and  sincerely  wish- 
ing that  he  may  equally  improve  better  opportunities  of  serv- 
ing us  both  than  was  the  lot  of  any  of  those  who  have  gone  be- 
fore him." 

Jonathan,  who  had  a  good  heart  as  well  as  a  sound  head  and 
steady  temper,  was  touched  with  this  tender  and  considerate 
language  of  Mary,  and  the  bickering  which  had  sprung  up 
ended,  as  the  quarrels  of  lovers  always^  and  of  married  folks 
sometimes  do,  in  an  increased  affection  and  confidence  between 
the  parties. 


LETTERS. 


TO  HEITRY  B,   SCHOOLCRAFT* 

MOHTF£LLIBB»  JaD'  22d,  1822, 

Sir, — ^I  have  received  the  copy  of  your  Memoir  on  the  fossil 
Tree,  which  you  politelj  forwarded-  Of  the  decisive  l)earing 
of  this  phenomenon  on  important  questions  in  geology,  I  rely 
more  on  your  judgment  than  my  own. 

The  present  is  a  very  inquisitive  age^  and  its  researches  of 
late  have  been  ardently  directed  to  the  primitive  compositiou 
and  Btrncture  of  our  Globe,  as  far  a3  it  has  been  penetrated, 
and  to  tlie  processes  by  whicli  succeeding  changes  have  been 
produced*  The  discoveries  already  made  are  encourngiug;  but 
vast  room  is  left  for  the  industry  and  sagacity  of  geologists. 
This  is  sufSciently  shewn  by  the  opposite  theories  which  have 
been  espoused  j  one  of  them  regarding  water,  another  fire,  as  the 
great  agent  employed  by  nature  in  her  work. 

It  may  well  be  expected  that  this  hemisphere,  which  has  been 
least  explored,  will  yield  its  full  proportion  of  materials  to- 
wards  a  satisfactory  system.  Your  zealous  efforts  to  share  in 
the  contributions  do  credit  to  your  love  of  truth  and  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  science.  And  I  wish  they  may  be  rewarded  with 
the  success  they  promise,  and  with  all  the  personal  gratification 
to  which  they  entitle  you. 


TO  BENJAMIN  ROEATNE. 

MoHTPKLti»«,  J&nT  26.  1S22. 

D*  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  the  two  pamphlets  which  fol- 
lowed your  favor  of  the  11th  instant.  Not  having  critically  ex* 
amined,  as  you  have  done^  the  Constitution  on  foot,  with  an  eyo 

VOL,  ni,  17 
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to  a  comparison  with  the  existing  one,  or  to  its  connexion  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  presume  to  speak 
of  its  merits  or  defects  in  either  respect.  I  have  indulged  the 
reflection  only,  that  it  is  propitious  to  the  cause  of  self-govern- 
ment that  the  trying  task  of  revising  an  established  Constitu- 
tion should  have  been  so  deliberately  conducted,  and  so  tran- 
quilly concluded,  by  a  body  elected  and  acting  in  conformity  to 
the  freedom  and  forms  of  the  popular  system. 


TO  DR.  JESSE  TERRY,  JTTN*. 

MoNTPELLiiB,  Jaiir  30,  18^2. 

Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th,  with  a  copy  of 
"The  Moral  Instructor."  Neither  Mrs.  M.  nor  myself  have 
recollections  which  called  for  your  apology.  If  there  had  been 
occasion  for  one,  that  ofl*ered  would  be  more  tlian  suflBcient. 

I  have  looked  enough  into  your  little  volume  to  be  satisfied 
that  both  the  original  and  selected  parts  contain  information 
and  instruction  which  may  be  useful  not  only  to  juvenile,  but 
most  other  readers.  I  must  suggest  for  your  consideration, 
however,  whether,  contrarily  to  what  you  suppose,  the  labor  of 
part  of  the  community,  especially  with  the  aids  of  machinery, 
may  not  be  sufficient  to  provide  tlie  necessaries  and  plainest 
comforts  of  life  for  the  whole,  and,  consequently,  tliat  the  re- 
maining part  must  cither  be  supported  in  idleness  or  employed 
in  producing  superfluities,  from  the  sale  of  which  they  may  de- 
rive their  own  necessaries  and  comforts.  It  may  deserve  con- 
sideration, also,  whether,  by  classing  among  noxious  luxuries 
some  articles  of  general,  and,  it  would  seem,  innocent  use,  preju- 
dices may  not  be  excited  [un]  favorable  to  the  reception  and  cir- 
culation of  the  book  itself. 

Your  plan  of  free  libraries  to  be  spread  through  the  commu- 
nity docs  credit  to  your  benevolent  zeal.  The  trial  of  them  in 
behalf  of  apprentices  seems  to  have  been  justly  approved,  and 
to  have  had  an  encouraging  success.  As  apprentices  are  gen- 
erally found  more  together  in  particular  spots  than  youths  of 
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otber  descriptions,  such  a  provision  can  the  more  easily  and  ef- 
fectually  be  made  for  thnin.  For  tlie  same  reason,  these  estab* 
lishmcnts  may,  without  difficulty,  be  made  accessible  to  others 
dwelling  in  towns  who  need  them.  In  the  country,  the  difllcul- 
ties  will  be  greater  or  less  as  the  population  is  more  or  less 
sparse.  Where  it  13  the  most  so,  the  best  eiTorta  may  faiK  It 
is  not  to  b'^  forgotten,  however,  tliat  every  day  is  multiplying 
situations  in  which  the  obstacles  will  not  be  insuperable,  and 
which  consequently  invite  tlie  pliihinthropic  attention  of  wliieh 
you  have  given  example.s,  A  tree  of  useful  knowledge  planted 
in  every  neighbourhood  would  lielp  to  make  a  paradise,  as  that 
of  forbidden  use  occasioned  tlie  loss  of  one.  And  I  wish  you 
success  in  propagating  the  fruitful  blessing. 


TO   THE  BEV°  J.    MOKSE. 


Sir, — ^I  have  received  your  letter  of  the- 


F«ll»  U,  1822. 

,  with  the 


printed  Constitution  of  a  Society  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  Itidlaus, 
Esteeming,  as  I  do,  the  objects  of  the  institution,  I  cannot  de- 
cline the  honorary  relation  to  it  which  has  lieen  couferred  on 
me,  although  good  wislies  be  the  only  returns  I  shall  be  able  to 
make. 

Beside  the  general  motive  of  benevolence,  tlie  remnants  of 
the  tril^es  within  our  limits  have  special  claims  00  our  endeav- 
ours  to  save  them  from  the  extinction  to  which  they  are  hasten- 
ing, and  from  the  vices  which  have  been  doubled  by  our  inter- 
course with  them.  This  cannot  be  done  without  substituting 
for  the  torpid  indolence  of  wigwams  and  the  precarious  supplies 
of  the  chase  the  comforts  and  habits  of  civilized  life.  With  the 
progress  of  these  may  be  sown  the  elemeuts  of  moral  and  intel- 
lectual improvement,  whicli  will  either  not  be  received  into  the 
imvage  mind,  or  be  soon  stifled  by  savage  manners.  The  con* 
istitution  of  the  society  very  properly  embraces  the  object  of 
gathering  whatever  information  may  relate  to  the  opinions,  the 
government,  the  social  condition,  &c.,  of  this  untutored  race. 
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Materials  may  tlms  be  obtained  for  a  just  picture  of  tlie  human 
cliaracter,  as  fashioned  by  circumstaTices  which  are  yielding  to 
others  which  must  efface  all  the  peculiar  features  of  the  origi- 
naL 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

MouTPgtuiii,  March  5,  1822, 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  the  first  mail  since  I  received  yours  of 
the  25  uU.,  which  did  not  come  to  liand  iii  time  for  an  earlier 
answer,  havinji^  lain  a  day  or  two  at  Oransre  Court  ITouse. 

Regarding  the  new  society  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  as 
limited  to  their  civilization*  an  object  laudable  in  itself,  and 
takinpr  for  jQ:ranted,  perliapj^  too  hai?tily,  that  the  plan  had  not 
been  formed  and  publislied  without  tlie  sanction  of  the  most 
respectable  names  on  the  spot;  finding,  moreover,  that  no  act 
of  incorporation  from  the  Goverumont  was  contemplated,  I 
thought  it  not  amiss  to  give  the  inclosed  answer  to  Mr.  Morse. 
In  it^  principle,  the  association,  thoiigli  a  great  amplification,  is 
analogous  to  that  of  the  Academy  of  Languages  and  Bellea- 
lettres. 

The  project  appears  to  me  to  be  rather  ostentatious  than  dan- 
gerous. Those  embraced  by  it  are  too  numerous,  too  heteroge- 
neous, and  too  much  dispersed,  to  concentrate  their  views  in 
any  covert  or  illicit  object;  nor  is  the  immediate  object  a  suffi- 
cient cement  to  hold  thera  long  togetlier  for  active  purposes. 
The  clergy,  who  may  prove  a  great  majority  of  the  whole,  and 
might  be  most  naturally  dtstrusted,  are  themselves  made  np  of 
such  repulsive  sects  that  they  are  not  likely  to  form  a  noxious 
confederacy,  especially  with  ecclesiastical  views. 

On  a  closer  atteotiou  than  I  had  given  to  the  matter  before 
I  received  your  letter,  I  perceive  that  the  organization  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  is  a  just  subject  of  animadversion.  The 
powers  vested  in  it  may  devolve  on  too  few  to  l>e  charged  with 
the  collection  and  application  of  the  funds.  As  the  proceed* 
inga,  however,  will  be  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  under  the 
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eye  of  80  many  of  every  description  of  observers,  there  will  be 
no  little  controul  against  abuses.  It  is  pretty  remarkable  that 
Doctor  Morse  and  one  of  bis  own  name  may  be  two- thirds  of  a 
majority  of  a  Board.  This  person  haSj  I  believe,  lately  returned 
from  some  agency  under  tbe  Government,  along  with  Governor 
Cass,  among  the  Northern  tribes  of  Indians;  which  makes  it 
the  more  probable  that  his  present  plans  are  in  accord  with  the 
ideas  of  the  War  Department  at  least* 

Had  I  not  written  my  answer,  I  shotiKl  be  led  by  my  present 
view  of  the  subject  to  suHpend  it  till  more  shtnild  be  known  of 
this  project,  and  particularly  how  far  tbe  high  characters  named, 
on  the  spot  or  elsewhere^  had  embarked  in  it.  I  find  by  a  Ga- 
zette jtist  received  that  a  member  of  the  Senate  has  denounced 
tbe  project  in  very  harsh  terms.  He  is  from  a  State,  however, 
not  distant  from  the  Indians,  and  may  have  opinions  and  feel- 
ings on  topics  relating  to  them  not  common  to  tbe  members  of 
fc         the  Body* 

^^^H  TO  EDWiJlD   EYERETT. 

^^^^^^  MoNTPKtuitii,  March  9th,  1822. 

^V        Deah  Sir, — I  have  received,  with  your  letter  of  February 
I  14th,  the  volume  on  "Europe,"  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the 

I  politeness  of  your  brother  and  yourself.     I  have  run  through  it 

^^  with  pleasure,  and  return  my  tbanks  to  you  both. 
^H  The  interior  view  which  the  writer  takes  of  tlie  institutions 
and  situattons  of  the  several  nations  of  Europe,  furnishes  more 
information  of  the  valuable  sort  tfiaii  I  have  any  where  found. 
Looking  at  every  thing  with  an  American  eye,  he  has  selected 
the  facts  and  features  most  acceptable  to  American  curiosity: 
and  which  arc,  in  truth,  most  worthy  of  reflection  there  also. 
Some  of  his  political  specula tions  will  not  obtain  the  concur- 
rence of  all.  Others  cannot  fait  to  do  so.  And  no  one  can  re- 
ject the  evidence  given  of  a  capacity  and  spirit  of  observation 
on  an  enlarged  scale.  If  there  be  not  in  some  of  the  pages  that 
condensation  of  ideas  which  often  renders  them  tbe  more  lucid, 
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as  it  always  gives  them  more  force,  there  is  in  others,  to  claim 
the  apology  ofiFercd  by  Pascal  for  the  length  of  one  of  his  Pro- 
vencal letters,  that  he  had  not  time  to  make  it  shorter. 


TO  JOSHUA  GILPIN. 

Mabgh  11, 1822. 

D*  Sir, — Your  favor  of  Pel/  8,  with  the  little  volume  on  the 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  were  so  long  on  the  way  that 
they  did  not  come  to  hand  till  a  few  days  ago. 

I  have  not  done  more  than  look  over  the  introductory  me- 
moir, which  has  been  drawn  up  with  great  judgment,  and  in  a 
manner  well  suited  to  its  object. 

I  am  a  great  friend  to  canals,  as  a  leading  branch  of  those 
internal  improvements  which  are  a  measure  of  the  wisdom  and 
source  of  the  prosperity  of  every  Country.  Whenever  the  au- 
thority to  make  them  is  possessed,  I  wish  it  to  be  exercised; 
and  to  be  given  where  it  is  not  possessed  and  can  be  usefully 
exercised. 

The  great  canals  which  are  going  forward  and  contemplated 
in  the  United  States  will  do  them  great  credit,  and  I  hope  will 
have  a  salutary  efiFect,  by  shewing  the  practicability,  as  well  as 
value,  of  works  of  discouraging  magnitude;  and  particularly  by 
demonstrating  how  much  good  can  be  done  at  an  expense  so  in- 
considerable when  compared  with  the  sums  wasted  for  unprofit- 
able, or  perverted  to  injurious,  purposes.  This  reflection  will 
express  the  praise  which  I  regard  as  due  to  yourself  and  your 
associates  for  your  persevering  efforts  in  the  undertaking  so 
well  explained  and  enforced  in  your  memoir. 

Mrs.  M.  and  myself  are  very  sensible  of  your  and  Mrs.  G.'s 
kindness  in  the  invitation  to  your  present  residence.  Whether 
we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  expressing  it  on  the  spot  or  not, 
we  shall  not  forget  the  mark  of  regard,  and  shall  be  happy  in 
returning  it  by  a  cordial  welcome  at  our  farm,  if  your  excur- 
sions should  ever  afford  the  opportunity. 
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TO  JOHN  JLDLUM. 

Aran.  12,  1822. 

SiB, — I  received  some  days  ago  the  two  copies  of  your  me- 
moir on  the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  with  a  bottle  of  your  To- 
kay; and  I  have  since  received  your  letter  enforcing  tlie  impor- 
tance of  making  the  vineyard  an  appcrtenance  to  American 
farms. 

The  Memoir  appears  to  merit  well  the  public  attention  to 
wliich  it  is  offered.  It  ia  so  long  since  I  tasted  the  celebrated 
wine  whose  name  you  have  adopted,  that  my  memory  cannot 
compare  its  flavour  witli  tliat  of  your  specimen  from  an  Ameri- 
can grape.  I  am  safe,  I  believe,  in  saying  that  the  latter  has 
in  affinity  to  the  general  character  of  the  good  Hungarian  wineSy 
and  that  it  can  scarcely  fail  to  recommend  itself  to  discrimina- 
ting palates. 

The  practicability  and  national  economy  of  substituting,  to  a 
great  extent  at  least,  for  the  foreign  wines,  on  which  so  large  a 
sum  is  expended,  tliose  which  can  be  produced  at  home,  without 
withdrawing  labour  from  objects  not  better  rewarding  it,  ia 
strongly  illustrated  by  your  experiments  and  statements.  The 
introduction  of  a  native  wine  is  not  a  little  recommended, 
moreover,  by  its  tendency  to  substitute  a  beverage  favorable  to 
temperate  habits  for  the  ardent  liffuors,  so  destructive  to  the 
morals,  the  health,  and  the  social  happiness  of  the  American 
people;  and,  it  may  be  added,  which  is  so  expensive  to  them 
also;  for,  besides  tlic  actual  cost  of  the  intoxicating  draughts, 
the  value  of  the  time  and  strength  consumed  by  them  is  of  not 
less  amount. 

I  shall  forward  one  of  the  copies  of  the  Memoir,  as  you  de- 
sire, to  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Albemarle,  to  which  your 
letter  will  also  be  communicated,  that  the  members  may  have 
the  benefit  of  the  suggestions  and  remarks  which  it  contains. 
Nothing  seems  to  bo  wanting  to  an  addition  of  a  desirable  ar- 
ticle to  our  productions  but  decisive  efforts;  to  which  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Agricultural  Societies  may  contribute  a  season^ 
able  stimulus.  ^ 
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TO  RICHARD   BUSH* 

MoKTPKLutKm^  May  1,  182:J. 

D*  Sm, — I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  March  6  th,  ac- 
companied by  the  English  pamphlet  on  "  The  state  of  the  Na- 
tion," Keilsal^s  "  Classical  Excursion"  had  arrivetl  gome  time 
before.     For  these  several  favors  I  give  you  nmny  thanks. 

Having  not  received^  at  the  date  of  my  last,  your  favor  of  Sep- 
tember 26,  I  take  this  occasion  to  thank  you  for  that  also,  aad 
for  tlie  accompanying  Edinburgh  Kevievv.  I  owe  particular  at-i 
tention  to  the  paragraph  which  iDeutions  the  intended  uatoe  for 
your  new-born  mn.  The  friendly  feelings  from  which  alone  the 
intention  could  ispring  corret'pond  too  ninch  with  my  own  not 
to  give  to  such  a  mark  of  them  its  full  value,  Tlie  best  wish  I 
can  form  for  the  new-comer  iB,  that  he  may  inherit  the  virtues 
of  his  parents;  and  that  if  there  has  been  anything  desirable  ia 
the  lot  of  liis  namesake^  he  naay  enjoy  it  without  its  drawbacks. 

I  think,  with  yon,  that  tfie  Reviewer  has  handled  too  slightly 
the  hollow  theory  of  Mr.  Godwin,  and  that  the  late  census  here 
must  give  the  coup  de  gram  to  his  Book,  if  it  should  not  have 
previously  died  a  natural  death, 

Mr.  Keilsaira  Book,  like  his  ^'Phantasm  of  a  University," 
shews  learned  research,  some  originality  of  thought,  and  a  preg- 
nant fixncy.  His  details  relating  to  Cicero,  and  his  Phantasm, 
as  it  may  be  called,  of  a  monament  to  the  fame  of  that  orator 
and  Bage,  will  have  an  interest  for  his  |iarticular  admirers,  and] 
be  amusing  to  all  who  indulge  a  relish  for  Roman  autiquitie«i« 

I  have  run  over  the  English  pamphlet.  There  is  in  the  work- 
manship of  it  a  polilical  sleight  which  suflScicntly  discloses  an 
oflScial  hand,  or  a  hand  furnished  with  official  materials,  and  fa- 
miliar with  such  a  use  of  them.  There  is  certainly  in  the  pub- 
lication much  of  tlie  svppressio  veri;  I  will  not  say  how  much 
of  the  smigeMio  fnlsL  The  notice  taken  of  the  U.  States  is  a 
proof  that,  if  the  British  Government  has  not  begun  to  love  us, 
it  feels  the  necessity  of  ceasing  to  disrespect  ns*  It  calls  ''coa- 
gin"  as  lavishly  as  we  used  to  be  stigmatized  as  the  spawn  of 
convicts  and  vagabonds*  We  can  easily  forgive  them,  hawe^'er, 
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becaase  we  never  injured  tbem,  and  sliall  meet  them  in  every 
friendly  sentiment,  as  well  as  in  all  tlie  beneficial  intercourse 
wincli  may  be  autljorized  by  tbe  principle  of  reciprocity. 

I  have  not  overlooked  what  you  intimate  in  regard  to  Mr, 
Jefferson,  who  approaches  his  octogmary  cUma^^iene  with  a  mens 
mna  in  eorpore  sano.  Tbe  vigor  of  both  is,  indeed,  very  remark* 
able  at  his  age.  He  bears  the  lamented  failure  of  our  Legisla- 
ture to  enable  the  University  to  go  into  immediate  action  with 
a  philosophic  patience,  supported  by  a  patriotic  hope  that  a 
succeeding  Representation  of  the  people  will  beUer  consnU  their 
interest  and  character.  The  University,  (the  germ  of  which  was 
the  Central  College,)  or  the  Academic  Village,  ns  it  might  be 
called,  is  prepared  to  receive  ten  Profe8."^ors  and  200  students; 
but  tbe  funds  having  been  exhausted  in  the  site  and  the  build- 
ings, no  Professors  even  can  be  engaged  without  further  aid 
from  the  public. 

I  take  for  granted  you  receive,  in  official  transmissions  and  in 
private  correspondence,  what  i?,  most  interesting  in  the  occur- 
rences at  Washington,  The  length  and  sterility  of  the  session 
have  attracted  not  a  few  animadversions  on  Congress.  The  re- 
maining period,  however,  limil^id  as  it  is,  may  bring  forth  some- 
thing in  answer  to  the  latter  charge.  Whether  it  will  be  of  a 
nature  to  mitigate  or  invigorate  the  former,  is  for  the  redult  to 
shew. 

Our  Country,  the  Western  parts  of  it  particularly,  is  still  la- 
bouring under  fruits  of  pecuniary  follies.  The  unfavorable  ex- 
change, which  carries  otY  the  coin,  is  becoming,  also,  a  fresh  clog 
on  the  restorative  policy.  It  has  been  made  a  question  whether 
this  evil  be  not  the  mere  effect  of  a  difference  of  value  in  the 
metals  here  and  in  G.  Britain;  but  I  suspect,  notwitlistanding 
the  custom-house  returns,  that  there  is  an  excess  of  our  imports 
<)ver  our  exported  products;  and,  I  fear,  this  is  a  course  of  things 
not  easily  to  be  got  entirely  right.  Much  reliance  is  put  by 
some  on  the  substitution  of  domestic  for  foreign  manufiictures 
as  a  radical  and  permanent  remedy.  But,  however  tliis  might 
alleviate  the  malady  of  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade,  there 
would  remain  articles  of  luxury,  not  provided  at  home,  for  a 
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consumption  beyond  the  means  of  paying  for  it.     And  such  fti 
the  habits  of  a  great  iK)riion  of  our  people,  that  they  will  DC 
restrict  their  waats  to  their  incotuos,  as  long  as  they  can  lior 
row  from  buuks  or  obtain  tTcdit  with  the  vendors  of  merchan 
diae.  Tins  indiscretion  has,  no  doabt,  a  check  witliin  it^^eir  ajiij 
time  may  put  an  end  to  it;  but,  whilst  it  conthmei^,  it  tends  to 
keep  the  country  behind  liand  in  its  foreign  dealings;  and^  of 
course,  to  produce  the  embarrassments  incident  to  drains  of  the  J 
precious  metals.     Although  a  nation  exehangirjg  neces.sary  and] 
useful  articles  for  the  luxtMiesof  another  has  a  manifest  adran* 
tage  in  a  contest  of  proliibitions  and  restrietioHS,  the  ad%'antag6 
may  be  reversed  in  a  trade  entirely  free;  inasmuch  as  the  first 
articles  supply  wants  that  are  limited;  whilst  luxuries  are  of 
more  indelinite  consumption,  and  the  want  of  some  of  tbem  as 
boundless  as  the  fancy  itself. 

The  diflSculties  of  the  coeotry  have  had  another  cause  in  a. 
scanty  harvest  and  low  prices.    The  cotton  planters  have  little^ 
ground  for  complaint.    Nor  have  the  tobacco  planters  much  ou 
the  score  of  prices;  which  have  made  up^  in  a  good  degree,  for  the  j 
defect  in  the  qnuntity  and  quality  of  the  crop.    But  throughout 
the  wlieat  country,  southward  of  Pennsylvania,  at  least,  the  harH 
vest,  both  in  point  of  quantity  and  quality,  was  never  known  to 
be  80  deficient;  nor  has  the  market  in  anywise  furnished  a  com- 
pensation*    At  this  moment  there  is  a  reaiiimation  of  the  de* 
maud  for  tlour,  occasioned  hy  the  expected  renewal  of  the  direct 
trade  to  the  British  West  Indies,  but  there  is  so  small  a   part 
unsold  that  the  farming  class  will  scarcely  feel  the  benefit.     It 
is  too  soon  to  speak  positively  of  the  prospects  of  the  current 
year.     In  this  quarter  tliey  are  at  present  discouraging.     The 
winter  was  a  bad  one  for  the  wheat  fields;  and  the  fly  has  com- 
meoced  its  ravages  witli  an  activity  that  will  be  rorj  fatal,  if 
the  weather  should  continue  dry  for  8  or  10  days.  In  Maryland, 
I  learn  that  the  wheat  fields  wear  a  dismal  aspect,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unfavorable  season.     Whether,  and  in  what  ex- 
tent, the  ruin  is  augmented  by  the  insect,  I  have  no  iafori] 
tion*     Of  the  States  farther  North  I  can  say  nothing* 
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TO  PRESIDENT  MONROE. 

MoNTPKLLiiR^  May  6,  IMZ. 

Dear  Sir, — Tbis  will  probably  arrive  at  the  moment  for  con- 
gratulating^ yon  on  the  close  of  the  scene  in  which  yonr  labours 
are  blended  with  those  of  Congress.  When  will  your  reoess 
from  those  which  succeed  commence,  and  wlion  and  how  mtich 
of  it  will  be  passed  in  Albemarle?     We  hope  for  the  pleasure 

halts  with  us,  and  that  Mrs.  M.  and  others  of  your  family 
rill  be  with  us. 

Mr,  Anduaga^  I  observe,  casts  in  our  teeth  the  postponement 
of  the  recognition  of  Spanish  America  till  the  cession  of  Florida 
was  secured,  and  taking  tlmt  step  imniediately  after.  This  in- 
Binuation  will  be  90  readily  embraced  by  suspicious  minds,  and 
particularly  by  the  wily  Cabinets  of  Europe,  that  I  cannot  but 
think  it  might  be  well  to  take  away  that  pretext  against  us  by 
an  expo36,  brought  before  the  public  in  some  due  form,  in  which 
our  conduct  would  be  seen  in  its  true  light.  An  Idstorical  view 
of  tlie  early  sentiments  expressed  here  in  favor  of  our  ncigh- 
Iwurs;  the  successive  steps  openly  taken,  manifesting  our  sym- 
pathy with  their  cause,  and  our  anticijiation  of  its  success;  more 
especially  our  declarations  of  neutrality  towards  the  contending 
parties,  as  engaged  in  a  civil,  not  an  insurrectionary  war,  would 
show  to  the  world  that  we  never  concealed  the  principles  that 
governed  us,  nor  the  policy  which  terminated  in  the  decisive 
step  lust  taken.  And  the  time  at  which  this  was  taken  is  surely 
well  explained,  without  reference  to  the  Florida  treaty,  by  the 
greater  maturity  of  the  Independence  of  some  of  the  new  States, 
and  particularly  by  the  recent  revolution  in  Mexico,  which  is 
able,  not  only  to  maintain  its  own  Independence,  but  to  turn 
the  scale,  if  it  were  doubtful,  in  favor  of  the  others.  Although 
there  may  be  no  danger  of  hostile  consequences  irom  the  Rec- 
ognising act,  it  is  desirable  that  our  Republic  should  stand  fair 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  not  only  for  its  own  sake,  but  for  that 
of  Republicanism  itself*  Nor  would,  perhaps,  a  concib'atory 
ap|>eal  to  the  candour  and  liberality  of  the  better  part  of  Ea 
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rope  be  a  superfluous  precaution,  with  a  view  to  tbe  possible 
collisions  with  Spain  on  the  ocean,  and  the  backing  she  may  re- 
ceive from  some  of  tlic  great  powers,  friendly  to  her  or  uu- 
friendly  to  us,  Russia  has,  if  I  mistake  not,  heretofore  gone 
far  in  committing  herself  against  a  se[»aration  of  tlie  Colonies 
from  Spain.  And  her  enterprising  policy  against  revolutionary 
events  every  where  make  it  tlic  more  prolmble  that  she  may  re- 
sent the  contrast  to  it  in  that  of  t]je  U.  S.  I  am  aware  that 
these  ideas  cannot  be  new  to  you,  and  that  you  can  appreciate 
them  much  1  setter  than  I  can.  But  having  the  pen  in  my  hand, 
I  have  permitted  tliem  to  flow  from  it. 

It  appears  that  the  Seoate  have  been  discussing  the  prece- 
dents relating  to  the  appointment  of  public  Ministers.  One 
question  is,  whether  a  public  Minister  be  an  officer  in  the  strict 
constitutional  sense.  If  he  is,  the  appointment  of  him  must  bo 
authorized  by  ImVy  not  by  the  President  and  Senate.  If,  on  the 
other  band,  the  appointment  creates  the  office,  the  office  must 
expire  with  the  appointment,  as  an  office  created  by  law  expires 
with  tlie  law;  and  there  can  be  no  difference  between  Courts 
to  which  a  public  minister  Lad  been  sent,  and  those  to  which 
one  was  sent  for  the  first  time.  According  to  my  recollection, 
this  subject  was  on  some  occasion  carefully  searched  into;  and 
it  was  found  that  the  practice  of  the  Government  had,  from  the 
beginning,  been  regulated  by  the  idea  that  the  places  or  offices 
of  public  Ministers  and  Consuls  existed  under  the  law  and 
usages  of  Nations,  and  were  always  open  to  receive  appoint- 
ments as  they  might  be  made  by  competent  autborities. 

Other  questions  may  be  started  as  to  Commissions  for  making 
Treaties;  which,  when  given  to  a  public  Minister,  employ  hiin  * 
in  a  distinct  capacity;  but  tliis  is  not  the  place,  nor  am  I  the 
person,  to  pursue  the  subject. 

We  had  a  liard  winter,  and  our  wheat  fields  exhibit  the  proof 
of  it.  To  make  tlic  matter  worse,  the  fly  has  commenced  it? 
ravages  in  a  very  tlireatening  manner;  a  dry,  cold  spell  will 
render  them  very  fataL  I  know  not  the  extent  of  the  eviU 
There  has  been  of  late  a  reanimation  of  prices  for  the  last  crop, 


1322. 


LETTERS. 


269 


occasioned  by  tlie  expected  opening  of  tlie  West  India  trade; 

but  tliere  is  so  little  remQining  in  tlie  bands  of  tlie  farmers,  that 
the  benefit  wiU  be  scarcely  felt  by  tbem. 


: 


TO  PEESIBENT  MONROE. 

MoKTi»ii.tii8E,  May  16,  1822. 

Deab  Sm, — I  am  just  favored  with  yours  of  the  r2th,  in  which 
you  ask  whether  I  recollect  any  case  of  a  '* nomination  of  an 
officer  of  the  army  to  a  particular  office,  to  take  rank  from  a 
certain  date,  on  which  the  Senate  have  interposed  to  give  rank 
from  another  date?"  and,  again,  whether  I  recollect  any  in- 
stances of  filling  original  vacancies  in  civil  or  military  offices 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  where  authority  was  not  given  by 
law? 

On  the  Grat  point,  I  have  no  particular  recollection,  but  it  ig 
possible  that  there  may  Iiavo  been  cases  such  as  you  mention. 
The  journals  of  the  Senate  will  of  course  present  them,  if  they 
ever  existed.  Be  the  fact  as  it  may,  it  would  seem  that  such  an 
interposition  of  the  Senate  woulJ  be  a  departure  from  the  naked 
authority  to  decide  on  nominations  of  tlic  Executive.  The  ten- 
ure of  the  officer  in  the  interval  between  the  two  dates,  wbero 
that  of  the  Senate  was  the  prior  one,  woubl  be  altogether  of  the 
Senate's  creation;  or,  if  understood  to  be  made  valid  by  tbe  com- 
raissiou  of  tlie  President,  would  make  the  appointment  originate 
with  the  Senate,  not  witli  the  President;  nor  would  a  posteri- 
ority of  the  date  of  the  Senate  possibly  be  without  some  indi- 
rect operation  beyond  the  competency  of  that  Body. 

On  the  second  point,  altliongh  my  memory  cannot  refer  to  any 
particular  appointments  to  original  vacancies  in  the  recess  of 
the  vSenate,  I  am  confident  that  such  have  taken  place  under  a 
pressure  of  circumstances,  where  no  legal  provision  had  author- 
ized them.  There  have  been  cases  where  offices  were  created 
by  Congress,  and  appointments  to  tbem  made  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Senate,  which  were,  notwitlistanding,  found  to  be  vacant 
in  consequence  of  refusals  to  accept  them,  or  of  unknown  death 
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of  lire  party  at  tlie  time  of  the  appointment,  and  thence  filled  by 
tlie  Pn*si*lent  alone,  I  liave  a  faint  improBsion  instances  of  one 
or  both  occurred  within  tlie  ilisgi^^sippi  Territory*  These,  how* 
ever,  were  cases  of  necessity.  Whether  others  not  having  that 
basis  have  occurred,  my  present  recollections  do  not  enable  me 
to  say. 

In  the  enclosed  English  newspaper  is  sketched  a  debate  la 
the  House  of  Conimons,  throwin*^  light  on  the  practice  there 
witli  rc?^peL*t  to  filling  military  vacancies  in  certain  cases.  If  I 
understand  the  sketchy  from  a  very  slight  perusal,  the  rnle  of 
promotion  is  not  viewed  as  applicable  to  original  vacancies.  In 
the  abstract,  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  desirable  that  the 
door  to  special  merit  should  be  widened  as  far  as  could  possibly 
be  reconciled  %vith  the  general  rules  of  promotion.  The  incon- 
venioncy  of  a  rigid  adherence  to  this  rule  gave  birth  to  Brevets; 
and  fiivorg  every  permitted  mode  of  relaxing  it,  in  order  to  do 
justice  to  superior  capacity  for  public  service. 

The  aspect  of  things  at  Washington,  to  which  you  allnde, 
could  escape  the  notice  of  no  one  who  ever  looks  into  the  npws- 
papers.  The  only  effect  of  a  political  rivalship  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  which  I  particularly  antici|>ated,  and  which, 
I  believe,  I  mcntinned  once  in  conversation  with  you,  was  an  in- 
creased disposition  in  each  to  cultivate  the  good  will  of  the 
President.  The  object  of  such  rival  ship,  on  and  through  the 
proceedings  of  Congress,  is  to  bo  ascribed,  I  hope,  to  a  peculiar- 
ity and  combination  of  circurastiinces  not  likely  often  to  reeur 
in  our  annals. 

I  am  afraid  you  are  too  sanguine  in  your  inferences,  from  the 
absence  here  of  causes  which  have  most  engendered  and  embit- 
tered the  spirit  of  party  in  former  times  and  in  other  Countries. 
There  seems  to  be  a  propensity  in  free  Governments  which  will 
always  find  or  make  subjects  on  which  human  opinions  and 
passions  may  he  thrown  into  conflict.  The  most,  perhaps,  that 
can  be  counted  on,  and  that  will  be  suflScient,  is,  that  the  occa*v 
sions  for  party  contests  in  guch  a  country  and  government  aS 
ours  will  be  either  so  slight  or  so  transient  as  not  to  threaten 
any  permanent  or  dangerous  consequences  to  the  character  and 
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pro?i)erity  of  the  Republic,  But  I  must  not  forget  that  I  took 
up  my  pon  merol}'  to  answer  jour  two  inquiries,  and  to  remind 
you  that  you  omitted  to  answer  mine,  as  to  your  intended  move- 
ments  after  the  release  from  your  con&ncment  at  Washington. 


TO  BOOTOB  WATBBHOUSE- 

MoNTPBLLiiR,  Jane  22.  1822, 

Dear  Sir, — I  hare  received  your  favor  of  the  9th,  with  a 
copy  of  your  Lecture  on  tobacco  and  ardent  spirits.  It  is  a 
powerful  dissuasive  from  the  pernicious  me  of  such  stimulants. 
I  liad  read  formerly  the  first  edition  of  the  Lecture;  but  have 
read  this  last,  also,  for  the  sake  of  the  additions  and  the  notes. 
Its  foreign  trans^lations  and  its  reacljing  a  fifth  edit  inn  are  en- 
conragiug  e\idence8  of  its  usefulness:  however  much  it  be  feared 
that  the  listlessness  of  non-labourers,  and  the  fatigues  of  hard 
labourers,  will  continue  to  plead  for  t!ic  relief  of  intoxicating 
liquors  or  exhilarating  plants;  one  or  other  of  which  seeras  to 
have  been  in  use  in  every  aj^e  and  Country*  As  far  as  the  use 
of  tobacco  is  a  mere  fashion  or  habit,  commencing  not  only 
without,  but  against  a  natural  relish,  and  continned  without  the 
need  of  such  a  resort,  your  reasonings  and  warnings  might  rea- 
Bonably  be  expected  to  be  an  overmatch  for  the  pernicious  in- 
dulgence* In  every  view,  your  remedial  efforts  are  highly  meri- 
torious, since  they  may  check,  if  they  cannot  cure,  the  evil,  and 
since  a  partial  success  may  excite  co-operating  efforts  wliich  will 
gradually  make  it  eompleat;  and  I  join  heartily  in  every  wish 
that  such  may  be  the  result. 

At  present,  Virginia  is  not  much  threatened  with  the  loss  of 
her  staple,  whatever  be  the  character  really  belonging  or  ridic- 
ulously ascribed  to  it.  Its  culture  is  rather  on  the  increase 
than  decline;  owing  to  the  disposition  in  Europe,  particnlarly 
G.  Britain,  to  chew  our  tobacco  rather  than  eat  our  wheat. 
This  is  not  the  best  state  of  things  either  for  them  or  ns* 
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TO  THOMAS   RITCHTB. 

MONTPBLLIBR,  Jiilv  2d,  1822. 

D*  Sm, — I  received,  some  time  ago,  a  letter  from  Mr.  H,  6, 
Spafford,  at  Ballstoo  Spa,  N,  York,  id  which  he  says,  "I  wish 
your  Booksellers  would  encourai^e  me  to  write  a  Gazetteer  of 
Virginia.  I  conhl  travel  all  over  the  State,  collect  materials, 
and  prepare  the  work  for  the  press,  in  about  two  years,  on  a 
salary  of  $1,000  a  year,  and  a  few  copies  of  the  work/' 

I  answered  that  I  could  not  undertake  to  judge  how  far  a 
Gazetteer  for  the  State,  on  the  plan  and  terms  snggestod,  would 
be  espoused  by  our  Printers  and  Booksellers;  iutimatiDg,  at 
the  same  time,  that  a  survey  was  on  foot,  the  details  and  pro- 
gress of  which  I  could  not  tell  him;  and  I  took  the  liberty  of 
referring  Ijini  to  you,  as  the  best  source  he  could  consult  on  the 
whole  subject. 

In  his  reply,  just  received,  he  says,  **As  to  a  Geography  and 
Gazetteer  of  Virginia,  may  I  ask  of  thee  the  favor  to  suggest  J 
the  idea  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Richmond.    As  SQon  as  I  sliall  hava^J 
compleated  the  one  of  this  State,  say  by  next  winter,  I  should 
like  well  to  engage  in  such  a  work," 

Will  you  be  so  obliging  as  to  drop  me  a  line,  enabling  me  to 
say  what  may  be  proper  to  Mr.  Spafford?  He  is,  I  believe,  a 
worthy  man,  is  very  laborious  in  what  he  undertakes,  and  has 
executed  works  in  N.  York  analogous  to  the  one  for  which  he 
offers  himself  iiere.  He  has  been  the  author,  also,  of  one  if  not 
more  periodical  publications.  All  these  together  would  be  a 
test  of  his  qualificatiQus. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  the  occasion  of  any  encroachment  on  your 
time,  especially  as  it  may  be  a  useless  one;  but,  apart  from  the 
introduction  already  made  of  your  name,  I  should  be  at  a  loss 
for  another  resort  equally  capable  of  furnishing  the  desired  in* 
formation* 
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TO  EDWARD   LITINCSTOy. 

MoNTPELLiER,  July  lOth,  1822. 

D*  Sir, — I  was  favored  some  days  ago  with  your  letter  of 
May  19»  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  your  Report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  on  the  subject  of  a  penal  Code. 

I  should  commit  a  tacit  iiijiiKtice  if  I  did  not  Bay  that  the 
Beport  does  great  honor  to  tlie  Ulents  and  sentiments  of  tho 
author.  It  abounds  with  ideas  of  con*^fjieuoua  Talue,  and  pre- 
eents  them  in  a  manner  not  less  elegant  than  persuasive. 

The  reduction  of  an  entire  code  of  crimiual  jurisprudence  into 
Btatntory  provisions,  excluding  a  recurrence  to  foreign  or  tra- 
ditional codes,  and  substituting  for  technical  terms  more  famil* 
iar  ones,  with  or  without  explanatory  notes,  cannot  but  be 
viewed  aa  a  very  arduous  task.  I  sincerely  wish  your  execution 
of  it  may  fulfil  every  expectation, 

I  cannot  deny,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  have  been  accustomed 
to  doubt  tlie  practicability  of  giving  all  the  desired  simplicity 
to  so  complex  a  subject  without  involving  a  discretion,  inad- 
missible in  free  Government,  to  those  who  are  to  expound  and 
apply  the  law.  The  rules  and  usages  which  make  a  part  of  the 
law,  though  to  be  found  only  in  elementary  treatises,  in  respect- 
able commentaries,  and  in  adjudged  cases,  seem  to  be  too  nu- 
raerous  and  too  various  to  be  brought  within  the  requisite  com- 
pass; even  if  there  were  less  risk  of  creating  uncertainties  by 
defective  abridgments,  or  by  the  change  of  phraseology. 

This  risk  would  seem  to  be  particularly  incident  to  a  substi- 
tution of  new  words  and  definitions  for  a  technical  language, 
the  raexining  of  which  had  been  settled  by  long  use  and  authori- 
tative expositions.  When  a  technical  term  may  express  a  very 
simple  idea,  there  might  be  no  inconveniency,  or  rather  an  ad- 
vantage, in  exchanging  it  for  a  more  familiar  synonyme,  if  a  pre- 
cise one  could  be  found.  But  where  the  technical  terms  and 
pbrases  have  a  complex  import,  not  otherwise  to  be  reduced  to 
clearness  and  certainty  than  by  practical  applicationfi  of  them, 
it  might  be  unsafe  to  introduce  new  terms  and  phrases,  though 
aided  by  brief  explanations.    The  whole  law  expressed  by  sin- 
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gle  torms,  aoch  as  "trial  by  jury,  evidence,  &c.,  Ac.,*'  811  vol- 
umes, when  unfolded  into  the  details  wljicb  euter  into  their 
meaninji:. 

I  liupe  it  will  not  be  thought  by  this  intimation  of  my  doubts 
I  wish  to  damp  the  enterprise  from  which  you  have  not  shrunk. 
On  the  contrary,  I  not  only  wish  that  you  may  overcome  all  the 
difficnlties  which  occur  to  me,  bnt  am  persuaded  that  if  com- 
plete BUCCC88  should  not  reward  your  labors,  there  is  ample 
room  for  improvements  in  the  criTninal  jurisprudence  of  Louigi- 
ana,  as  elsewhere,  wliich  are  well  wortliy  the  exertion  of  your 
best  powers,  and  will  furnish  useful  examples  to  other  members 
of  the  Union.  Amon^f  the  advantages  distinguii^fiin^  our  com- 
pound Government,  it  is  not  the  least  that  it  affords  so  many 
opportunities  and  chances  in  the  local  Legislatures  for  ealul-ary 
innovations  by  some^  which  may  be  adopted^by  otliern;  or  for 
importunt  experiment.^,  which,  if  unsuccessful,  will  be  of  limited 
injury,  and  may  even  prove  salutary  as  beacons  to  otliers.  Oar 
political  system  is  found,  also,  to  have  the  happy  merit  of  ex- 
citing a  laudable  emulation  amon;x  the  States  composing  it,  in- 
stead of  the  enmity  marking  competitions  among  powers  wholly 
alien  to  each  other. 

I  observe  witli  particular  pleasure  the  view  you  have  tiiken 
of  the  immunity  of  Religion  from  civil  jurisdiction,  in  every  case 
where  it  does  not  trespass  on  private  rights  or  the  public  peace. 
This  has  always  been  a  favorite  principle  with  me;  and  it  was 
not  with  my  approbation  tliat  the  deviation  from  it  took  place 
in  Congress,  when  they  appointed  chaplains,  to  be  paid  from 
the  National  Treasury.  It  would  liave  been  a  much  better 
proof  to  tlieir  constituents  of  their  [nous  fooling  if  tlie  members 
had  contributed  for  the  purpose  a  pittance  from  their  own 
pockets.  As  the  precedent  is  not  likely  to  be  rescinded,  the 
best  tbat  can  now  be  done  may  be  to  apply  to  the  Constitution 
the  maxim  of  the  law,  de  minimis  non  curat. 

Tliere  has  been  another  deviation  from  the  strict  principle  in 
the  Executive  proclamations  of  fasts  and  festivals,  so  far,  at 
least,  as  they  have  spoken  the  language  of  injancttm,  or  have 
lost  sight  of  the  equality  of  cdl  religious  sects  in  the  eye  of  the 
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Constitution.  Whilst  I  was  honored  with  the  Executive  trust, 
I  fouod  it  necessary  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  follow  the 
example  of  predecessors.  But  I  was  always  careful  to  make 
the  Proclamations  absolutely  indiscrimiuiite,  and  merely  recom- 
mendatory; or,  rather,  mere  desifpmtions  of  a  day  on  which  all 
who  thought  proper  mit^ht  unife  m  con^QcnWm*^  it  to  religious 
purposes,  according  to  their  own  faith  and  forms.  In  this  sense, 
I  presume^  you  reserve  to  the  Government  a  riglit  to  appoint 
particular  days  for  religious  worship.  I  know  not  what  may 
be  the  way  of  tldnking  on  this  subject  in  Louisiana.  I  should 
suppose  the  Catholic  portion  of  the  people,  at  least,  as  a  small 
and  even  unpopular  sect  in  the  U.  Ptates.  would  rally,  as  they 
did  in  Virginia  when  religious  liberty  was  a  Legislative  topic, 
to  its  broadest  principle,  Notwitlistanding  the  tcencral  progress 
made  within  the  two  last  centuries  in  favour  of  this  brancli  of 
liberty,  and  the  full  establishment  of  it  in  some  parts  of  our 
Country,  tliere  remains  in  others  a  strong  bias  towards  the  old 
error,  that  without  some  sort  of  alliance  or  coalition  between 
Government  and  Religion  neither  can  be  duly  supported.  Such, 
indeed,  is  the  tendency  to  such  a  coalition,  and  such  its  corrupt* 
ing  influence  on  both  the  parties,  that  the  danger  cannot  be  t^o 
carefully  guarded  against.  And  in  a  Government  of  opinion 
like  ours,  the  only  effectual  guard  most  be  found  in  liie  sound- 
ness and  stability  of  the  general  opinion  on  the  subject.  Every 
new  and  successful  example,  therefore,  of  a  perfect  separation 
between  ecclesiastical  and  civil  matters,  is  of  importance;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  every  new  example  will  sueceed,  as  every 
past  one  has  done,  in  shewing  that  religion  and  Government 
will  both  exist  in  greater  purity  the  less  tliey  are  mixed  to- 
gether. It  was  the  belief  of  all  sects  at  one  time  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  Religion  by  law  was  right  and  necessary;  that  the 
true  religion  ought  to  be  established  ie  exclusion  of  every  other; 
and  that  the  only  question  to  be  decided  was,  which  was  the 
true  religion.  The  example  of  Holland  proved  that  a  tolera- 
tion of  sects  dissenting  from  the  established  sect  was  safe,  and 
even  usefuL  The  example  of  the  Colonies,  now  States,  which 
rejected  religious  establishments  altogether,  proved  that  all 
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soots  might  be  safely  and  advantageously  put  on  a  footing  of 
equal  and  entire  freedom;  and  a  continuance  of  their  example 
since  tlie  Declaration  of  Independence  has  shewn  that  its  suc- 
cess in  Colonies  was  not  to  be  ascribed  to  their  connection  with 
the  parent  Country.  If  a  further  confirmation  of  the  truth 
could  be  wanted,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  examples  furnished  by 
the  States  which  have  abolished  their  religious  establishments. 
I  cannot  speak  particularly  of  any  of  tlie  cases  excepting  that 
of  Virginia,  where  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  religion  pre- 
vails with  more  zeal  and  a  more  exemplary  priesthood  than  it 
ever  did  when  established  and  patronised  by  public  authority. 
We  are  teaching  the  world  the  great  truth,  that  Governments 
do  l)otter  without  kings  and  nobles  than  with  them.  The  merit 
will  be  doubled  by  the  other  lesson:  that  Religion  flourishes  in 
greater  purity  without,  than  with  the  aid  of  Government. 

My  pen,  I  perceive,  has  rambled  into  reflections  for  which  it 
was  not  taken  up.  I  recall  it  to  the  proper  object,  of  thanking 
yon  for  your  very  interesting  pamphlet,  and  of  tendering  you 
my  respects  and  good  wishes. 


TO  W.  T.  BARRY. 

ArauOT  4, 1822. 

D"  Sir, — I  received  some  days  ago  your  letter  of  June  80, 
and  the  printed  circular  to  which  it  refers. 

The  liberal  appropriations  made  by  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky for  a  general  system  of  Education  cannot  be  too  much 
applauded.  A  popular  Government,  without  popular  informa- 
tion, or  the  means  of  acquiring  it,  is  but  a  prologue  to  a  farce 
or  a  tragedy;  or,  perhaps,  both.  Knowledge  will  forever  gov- 
ern ignorance;  and  a  people  who  mean  to  be  their  own  govern- 
ors must  arm  themselves  with  the  power  which  knowledge 
gives. 

I  have  always  felt  a  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  the  des- 
tinies of  Kentucky.  Among  her  earliest  settlers  were  some  of 
nqy  Dartienlar  friends  and  neighbors.  And  I  was  myself  among 
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the  foremost  advocates  for  submitting  to  the  will  of  tJ»e  "  Dis- 
trict" the  question  and  the  time  of  its  becoming  a  separate  mem- 
ber of  the  American  family.  Its  rapid  growth  and  signal  pros- 
perity in  tliis  cliaracter  have  aflforded  me  much  pleasure;  wldch 
18  not  a  little  enhanced  by  the  enlightened  patriotism  which  is 
now  providing  for  the  State  a  plan  of  education  embracing  every 
class  of  citizens,  and  every  grade  and  department  of  knowledge. 
No  error  is  more  certain  than  the  one  proceeding  from  a  hasty 
and  superficial  view  of  the  Hnliject:  that  the  poople  at  large  have 
no  interest  in  the  establij^iiment  of  academies,  colleges,  and  nni- 
versiticB,  where  a  few  only,  and  those  not  of  the  poorer  classes, 
can  obtain  for  their  sons  tlie  advantages  of  superiar  education. 
It  is  thought  to  be  nnjast  that  all  nhould  be  taxed  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  part,  and  that,  too,  the  part  least  needing  it. 

If  provision  were  not  made  at  the  same  time  for  every  part, 
the  objection  woubl  be  a  natural  one.  But,  besirles  the  consid- 
eration, when  the  liigher  seminaries  belong  to  a  plan  of  general 
education,  that  it  is  better  for  the  poorer  classes  to  have  the  aid 
of  the  richer,  by  a  general  t-ax  on  property,  than  that  every  pa- 
rent should  provide  at  his  own  expense  for  the  education  of 
his  children,  it  is  certain  that  every  class  is  interested  in  estab- 
lishments which  [give]  to  the  human  mind  its  highest  improve- 
ments, and  to  every  country  its  truest  and  most  durable  celebrity. 

Learned  institutions  ought  to  be  favorite  objects  with  every 
free  people.  They  throw  that  light  over  the  public  mind  which 
is  the  best  security  against  crafty  and  dangerous  encroachments 
on  the  public  liberty.  They  are  the  nurseries  of  skilful  teach- 
ers for  the  schools  distributed  throughout  the  community.  They 
are  themselves  schools  for  the  particular  tailents  required  for 
flome  of  the  public  trusts,  on  the  able  execution  of  which  the 
welfare  of  the  people  depends.  They  multiply  t!ie  educated  in- 
dividuals, from  among  whom  the  people  may  elect  a  due  portion 
of  their  public  agents  of  every  description;  more  especially  of 
those  who  are  to  frame  the  lawsj  by  the  perspicuity,  the  con- 
sistency, and  the  stability,  as  well  as  by  the  jnst  and  equal  spirit 
of  which  the  great  social  purposes  are  to  be  answered. 

Witliout  such  institutions,  the  more  costly  of  which  can 
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scarcely  be  provided  by  individnal  means,  none  but  the. few 
whose  wealth  enables  iliem  to  support  their  sons  abroad  can 
give  them  the  fullest  education;  and  in  proportion  as  this  is 
done,  the  infltienre  is  monopolized  wliieh  superior  information 
every  where  possesses.  At  cheaper  and  ne^jtrer  seats  of  learning, 
parents  with  slender  incomes  may  place  their  sons  in  a  course 
of  education,  putting  tliom  on  a  level  with  the  sons  of  the  rich- 
est. Whilst  those  who  are  without  property,  or  with  but  little, 
must  be  pecnliiirly  interested  in  a  system  which  unites  with  the 
more  learned  institutions  a  provision  for  diffusing  through  the 
entire  society  the  education  needed  for  the  common  purposes  of 
life.  A  system  comprising  the  Icarncil  institiUions  maybe  still 
further  recommended  to  the  more  indigent  class  of  citizens  by 
such  an  arrangement  as  was  reported  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  Virginia,  in  the  year  1779,  by  a  comnuttee*"  appointed  to  re- 
vise laws  in  order  to  adapt  them  to  tlie  geniu.s  of  Republican 
Government.  It  made  part  of  a  "  Bill  for  the  more  general  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge/^  tlmt  wherever  a  youth  was  ascertained  to 
possess  talents  meriting  an  education  which  his  parents  could 
not  afford,  he  should  be  carried  forward  at  the  public  expense, 
from  seminary  to  seminary,  to  the  conipletion  of  his  studies  at 
the  highest. 

But  wliy  should  it  be  necessary  in  this  case  to  distinguish  tlie 
society  into  classes,  according  to  their  property?  When  it  is 
considered  that  the  establishment  and  endowment  of  academies, 
colleges,  and  universities,  are  a  provision,  not  merely  for  the 
existing  generation^  but  for  succeeding  ones  also;  that  in  Gov- 
ernments like  ours,  a  constant  rotation  of  property  results  from 
the  free  scope  to  industry,  and  from  the  laws  of  inheritance; 
and  when  it  is  considered,  moreover,  how  much  of  the  exertions 
and  privations  of  all  are  meant,  not  for  themselves,  but  for  their 
posterity,  there  can  be  little  ground  for  objections  from  any 
class  to  plans  of  which  every  class  must  have  its  turn  of  bene- 
fits. The  rich  man,  when  contributing  to  a  permanent  plan  for 
the  education  of  the  poor,  ought  to  reflect  that  he  is  providing 
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for  that  of  his  own  descendaats;  and  tlie  poor  man,  wIjo  concurs 
in  a  provision  for  those  who  are  not  poor,  that  at  no  distant 
day  it  may  be  enjoyed  by  dcscendantB  from  himself.  It  does 
not  require  a  long  life  to  witness  these  vicissitudes  of  fortune. 

It  18  among  the  happy  peculiarities  of  our  Union,  that  the 
States  composing  it  derive  from  their  relation  to  eacli  olher  and 
to  the  whole  a  salutary  emulation,  without  the  enmity  involved 
in  competitions  among  States  alien  to  each  other.  This  emula- 
tion, we  may  perceive,  is  not  witliout  its  iufluence  in  several 
important  respects;  and  in  none  ought  it  to  be  more  felt  than 
in  the  merit  of  diffusing  the  liglit  and  the  advantages  of  public 
instruetion.  In  the  example,  therefore,  which  Kentucky  is  pre- 
senting, she  not  only  consults  her  own  welfare,  but  is  giving  au 
impulse  to  any  of  her  sisters  who  may  be  behind  her  in  the  no- 
ble career. 

Throughout  the  civilized  world  nations  are  courting  the  praise 
of  fostering  science  and  the  useful  arts,  and  are  opening  their 
eyes  to  the  principles  and  the  blessings  of  Representative  Gov- 
ernment. T!ie  American  people  owe  it  to  themselves,  and  to 
the  cause  of  Free  Government,  to  prove,  by  theii*  establisliments 
for  the  advancement  and  diffusion  of  knowledge,  that  their  po- 
litical institutions,  which  ai*e  attracting  observation  from  every 
quarter,  and  are  respected  as  models  by  the  new-born  States  in 
our  own  Hemisphere,  are  as  favorable  to  the  iutellcf^tual  and 
moral  improvement  of  man  as  they  are  conformable  to  his  indi- 
vidual and  social  rights.  What  spectacle  can  be  more  edifying 
or  more  seasonable  than  that  of  liberty  and  learning,  each  loan- 
ing on  tlie  other  for  tlieir  mutual  and  surest  support? 

The  committee,  of  wliich  your  tiame  is  the  first,  I»ave  takeu  a 
very  judicious  course  in  endeavoring  to  avail  Kentucky  of  the 
experience  of  elder  States  in  modifying  her  schools*  I  inclose 
extracts  from  the  laws  of  Virginia  on  that  subject,  though  I  pre- 
sume  they  will  give  little  aid;  the  less,  as  tliey  have  as  yet  been 
imperfectly  carried  into  execution.  Tlie  States  where  such  sys- 
tems [liavc]  been  long  in  operation,  will  furnish  much  better 
answers  to  many  of  tlie  enquiries  stated  in  your  circular.  But 
after  all,  such  is  the  diversity  of  local  circumstances,  more  par* 
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ticularly  as  the  population  yaries  io  density  and  sparseness,  that 
the  details  suited  to  some  may  be  little  bo  Io  others.  As  the 
populationt  however,  is  becoming  less  and  less  sparse,  and  it 
will  bo  well|  in  laying  the  foundation  of  a  good  gystem,  to  have 
a  view  to  this  progressive  change,  much  attention  seems  due 
to  examples  in  the  Eastern  States,  wliero  the  people  are  most 
compact,  and  where  there  has  been  the  loogest  experience  in 
plans  of  popular  education. 

I  know  not  that  I  can  offer  on  the  occasion  any  suggestions 
not  likely  to  occur  to  the  cornmittec.  Were  I  to  hazard  one,  it 
would  be  in  favor  of  adding  to  reading,  writing,  ami  arithmetic, 
to  wliich  the  iustructiou  of  the  poor  is  cojnmonly  limited,  some 
knowledge  of  geography;  such  as  can  ea,sily  be  conveyed  by  a 
globo  and  maps,  and  a  concise  geographical  grammar.  And 
how  easily  and  quickly  might  a  general  idea,  even,  be  conveyed 
of  the  solar  system,  by  the  aid  of  a  planatarium  of  tlie  cheapest 
construction.  No  information  seems  better  calculated  to  ex- 
pand the  mind  and  gratify  curiosity  than  what  would  thus  be 
imparted*  This  is  especially  the  case  with  what  relates  to  the 
Globe  wc  inhabit,  the  nations  araoug  which  it  is  divided,  and 
the  cliaracters  and  customs  which  distinguish  them.  An  ac- 
quaintance with  foreign  countries  in  this  mode  has  a  kindred 
effect  with  that  of  seeing  them  as  travellers,  which  never  fails, 
in  uncorrupted  minds,  to  weaken  local  prejudices  and  enlarge 
the  sphere  of  benevolent  feelings.  A  knowledge  of  the  Globe 
and  its  various  inhabitants,  however  slight,  might,  moreover, 
create  a  taste  f»3r  books  of  travels  and  voyages;  out  of  which 
might  grow  a  general  taste  for  history — -an  inexhaustible  fund 
of  entertainment  and  instruction.  Any  reading  not  of  a  vitious 
species  must  be  a  good  substitute  for  the  amusements  too  apt 
to  fill  up  the  leisure  of  the  labouring  classes, 

I  feel  myself  ranch  obliged,  Sir,  by  your  expressions  of  per- 
gonal kindness,  and  pray  you  to  accept  a  return  of  my  good 
wishes,  with  assurances  of  my  great  esteem  and  respect, 

P.  S.  On  reflection,  I  omit  the  extracts  from  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  it  is  probable  may  be  witliin  your  reach  at  home. 
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Should  it  be  otherwise,  and  you  think  them  worth  the  trans- 
mission by  the  mail,  the  omission  shall  be  supplied. 


TO   OEOROE  JOY. 

AcGuar  10, 1822. 

D*  Sm,^ — On  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  January  2  and  9 
last,  I  searched  for,  and  found,  that  of  April  16,  1804,  aud  gave 
iofarmation  thereof  to  your  brother  B.  I  sent  him,  at  the  same 
timOi  your  copy  of  that  letter,  with  an  intitnation  that  the  origi- 
nal would  be  disposed  of  as  miglit  best  answer  your  purpose* 
Owing  to  his  absence,  it  was  some  lime  before  I  heard  from 
him.  Our  correspondence  resulted  in  his  informing  me  that 
Mr,  Webster,  your  agent,  considered  the  copy  as  sufficient* 
The  original,  therefore,  is  still  on  my  files,  subject  to  your  or- 
der. This  will  answer  the  last  favor  from  you  of  May  29,  I 
was  in  no  hurry  to  give  you  the  information  of  what  had  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  your  letters  of  January,  because  I  took 
for  granted  tliat  you  would  have  received  it  from  your  brotlier 
or  your  agent. 

It  may  be  proper  to  note  that  the  book  you  mention  in  yours 
of  Fel/  2,  IF  sent,  has  miscarried. 

I  ara  glad  to  find  that  G,  Britain  has  at  length  taken  juster 
views  of  her  monopolizing  attempts  with  regard  to  the  naviga- 
tion between  her  Colonies  and  the  U.  States.  This  Country 
wiil  not  be  behind  her  in  a  friendly  policy  of  every  sort.  But 
it  is  too  proud  to  acquiesce  in  inequalities;  and  sufEciently  alive 
to  its  interests  not  to  sacrifice  them. 


TO  THOMAS  nrrcHiE. 

Auot^  13, 1822. 
D*  Sir, — Your  favor  of  Aug.  7  is  so  full  and  satisfactory  an 
answer  to  my  request  of  July  2,  that  I  ought  not  to  withhold 
my  thanks  for  it.     The  delay  was  immaterial.     But  I  lament, 
most  sincerely,  the  afflicting  cauaes  of  it. 
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The  Enquirer  of  tlic  6th  very  properly  animadverts  on  the 

attempts  to  pervert  the  liistorical  circumstauces  rehiting  to  the 
di-aught  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  The  fact  that 
Mr.  Jefferson,  was  the  author,  and  the  nature  of  the  alterations 
made  in  the  original,  arc  too  well  known,  and  the  proofs  are 
too  well  preserved,  to  admit  of  successful  misrepreseutation. 

In  one  important  particular,  the  truth,  though  on  record, 
seems  to  have  escaped  attention;  and  justice  to  be  left,  so  far,  un- 
done to  Virginia,  It  was  in  obedience  to  her  prmtive  tnstrvcfion^ 
passed  tmanimoitshj  in  her  Convcotion  on  the  5th  of  May,  1776  * 
and  the  mover  was,  of  course,  the  mouth  only  of  the  Delegation, 
as  the  Delegation  was  of  the  Convention.  Had  P.  Randolph, 
the  first  named,  not  been  cut  off  by  death,  tlie  motion  would 
have  been  made  by  liim.  Tbe  duty,  in  consequence  of  that  event, 
devolved  on  tlie  next  in  order,  R*  IL  Lee,  who  had  political 
merits  of  a  sort  very  different  from  that  circumstantial  distinoj 
tioB. 


TO  PRESIDENT   MONROE. 

MoNTPELUBB,  September  24,  1S22. 

Dear  Sin, — The  mail  of  Saturday  brought  me  your  favor  of 
the  16th,  The  letters  enclosed  in  it  are  returned.  Accept  my 
thanks  for  the  odd  volume  of  Congressional  documents. 

As  I  understand  the  case  presented  in  the  other  paper  en- 
closedjit  turns  on  the  simple  question,  whether  the  Senate  have 
a  right,  in  their  advice  and  consent,  to  vary  the  dak  at  which, 
according  to  the  nomination  of  the  President,  an  appointment 
to  office  is  to  take  effect. 

The  subject  continues  to  appear  to  me  in  the  light  which  T^ 
believe  I  formerly  intimated.    The  power  of  appointment,  when 
not  otherwise  provided  by  the  Constitution,  is  vested  in  the 
President  and  the  Senate*     Both  must  concnr  in  the  act;  but 
the  act  must  originate  with  tho  President.    He  is  to  nominate, 


*  See  the  Joam&l  of  that  date. 
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and  their  advice  and  consent  are  to  make  the  nomination  an  ap- 
pointment, Thoy  cannot  give  their  advice  and  cousent  with- 
out his  noiniDalion,  nor,  of  course,  diflFereotlj  from  it.  In  so 
doing  Ihcy  would  origiDatc  or  nominate,  so  far  as  the  difler- 
ence  extended,  and  it  would  be  htSj  not  their,  advice  and  consent 
which  consummated  the  apj>ointment.  If  the  President  should 
nominate  xV  to  be  an  officer  from  the  1st  day  of  January  prece- 
ding, it  is  evident,  that  for  the  period  not  embraced  by  the  nom- 
ination of  the  President,  the  nomination  wouhl  originate  with 
the  Senate,  and  woohJ  require  liis  subsequent  sancliou  to  mako 
it  a  joint  act.  Duriyg  that  period^  therefore,  it  would  be  an 
appointment  made  ])y  tlic  nominatioo  of  the  Somite  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  President,  not  of  the  President  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Tlie  case  h  not  essentially  changed  by  supposing  the  Presi- 
dent to  nominate  A  to  an  office  from  the  1st  day  of  Jau^,  and 
the  Senate  to  confirm  it  from  the  1st  day  of  May  following. 
Here,  also*  the  nominatioa  of  the  President  v^oiild  not  be  |»ur- 
sued,  and  the  Constitutional  order  of  appointment  would  be 
transposed.  Its  intention  would  be  violated,  and  he  would  not 
be  bound  by  his  nomination  to  give  effect  to  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  The  proceeding  would  be  a  nullity.  Nor 
would  this  result  from  pure  informality.  The  President  might 
have  as  [?]  just  objections  to  a  postponement.  The  cliange  in  the 
date  might  have  an  essential  bearing  on  the  public  service,  and 
a  collateral  or  consequential  one  on  the  rights  or  pretensions 
of  others  in  the  public  service.  In  fact,  if  the  Senate,  in  disre- 
gard of  the  nomination  of  the  President,  wonhJ  postpone  the 
commencement  of  an  appointment  for  a  single  day,  it  could  do 
it  for  any  period,  however  remote;  and  whatever  might  be  the 
intermediate  change  of  things,  the  date  may  be  as  material  a 
part  of  the  nomination  as  the  person  named  in  it. 

We  are  still  suffering  under  the  intense  drought  of  which  yon 
witnessed  its  increasing  effects.  Ten  weeks  Iiavo  now  passed 
since  we  had  any  rain  of  sensible  value.  On  some  of  our  farms 
it  may  be  said  there  has  been  none  at  all.     Our  crops  of  corn, 
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uothwithstanding  they  were  forward,  were  so  favored  by  the 
early  part  of  the  season  as  to  promise  support  until  the  next 
Bummer  harvest.  The  tobacco  crop  is  in  a  sad  plight,  and  no 
weather  now  can  repair  it.  Your  neighborhood,  in  Albemarle, 
I  understand,  has  fared  much  better. 


TO  J.   MAUBY. 

Sep*  28,  1822. 

D*  Sir, — I  have  lately  received  yours  of  July  20.  That  of 
June  24,  inclosing  the  act  of  Parliament  relating  to  tlie  West 
India  trade,  was  also  duly  received. 

^I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  British  Government  has  at  length 
made  this  change  in  its  Colonial  policy.  It  argues  well  for 
greater  harmony  in  the  intercourse  between  the  two  nations. 
The  United  States  will,  I  believe,  be  always  ready  to  meet  O. 
Britain,  as  well  as  other  nations,  in  a  liberal  and  reciprocal  sys- 
tem ;  and  it  may  be  hoped,  notwithstanding  the  enveloped  mo- 
tives which  preface  the  act  of  repeal,  that  the  late  restrictive 
contest  has  sufficiently  shewn,  not  only  that  this  Country  will 
be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  reciprocity,  but  that  in  rela- 
tion to  the  British  Colonies,  at  least,  such  a  contest  has  a  ruin- 
ous influence  on  their  prosperity,  and  their  value  to  the  parent 
Country. 


[Circular.] 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OP    THE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETTY    OP , 

VIRGINIA. 

October  2l8t,  1822. 

Sir, — The  enclosed  Resolutions  of  the  Agricultural  Society 
of  Albemarle  explain  the  wish  of  the  society  to  provide  for  ag- 
riculture the  advantage  of  a  professorship,  to  be  incorporated 
into  the  University  of  Virginia;  the  means  proposed  for  making 
the  provision;  and  the  hope  entertained  of  a  general  co-opera- 
tion in  the  scheme. 
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The  present  seems  to  be  an  important  crisis  in  tlm  agricul- 
ture of  Virginia.  The  portions  of  lier  soil  first  brought  into 
cnltiration  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  cxhausited  of  its  natu- 
ral fertility,  without  being  repaired  by  a  meliorating  system  of 
husbandry;  and  much  of  what  remains  in  forest,  and  ean  be 
spared  from  the  demands  of  fuel  and  other  rural  wants,  will 
need  improvement  on  the  first  introduction  of  the  plough. 

These  truths  are  now  sufficiently  impressed  on  the  public  at- 
tention, and  have  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Agricultural 
Societies  among  us,  which  are  so  laudably  promoting  the  work 
of  reform. 

As  a  further  means  of  advancing  the  great  object,  it  has  oc- 
curred to  the  Albemarle  Society  that  a  distinct  Professorship 
in  the  University  of  the  State,  if  sanctioned  by  the  proper  au- 
thority, might  be  advantageously  appropriated  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  such  as  might  attend  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  rural 
economy  in  its  several  branches* 

To  the  due  success  of  agriculture,  as  of  other  arts,  theory  and 
practice  are  both  requisite.  Tliey  always  reflect  light  on  each 
other.  If  the  former,  without  the  test  of  the  latter,  be  a  vaiu 
f  jcience,  the  latter,  without  the  enlightening  precepts  of  the  for* 
mer,  is  generally  enslaved  to  ancient  modes,  however  erroneous, 
or  is  at  best  but  too  tardy  and  partial  in  adopting  salutary 
changes.  In  no  instance,  perhaps,  is  Ijabit  more  nnyinlding,  or 
irrational  practice  more  prevalent,  than  among  those  wfio  cul- 
tivate the  earth.  And  this  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  as  agri- 
culture is  still  so  far  below  the  attainments  to  which  it  may 
fairly  aspire. 

A  professorship  of  agriculture  may  derive  special  advantage 
from  the  lights  thrown  out  from  the  chair  of  Chemistry  in  that 
Institution.  This  science  is  every  day  penetrating  some  of  the 
hidden  laws  of  nature,  and  tracing  the  useful  purposes  to  which 
they  may  be  made  subservient.  Agriculture  is  a  field  on  which 
it  has  already  begun  to  shed  its  rays,  and  on  whicti  it  promises 
to  do  much  towards  unveiling  the  processes  of  nature,  to  which 
the  principles  of  agriculture  are  related.    The  professional  lee- 
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tiircs  on  cliomistry,  wliidi  are  to  embrace  those  principles^  could 
not  Hiil  (0  l>e  Jiiixiliary  to  a  professorship  having  lessons  on  ag- 
riculture for  it>s  csFcntial  cliarge. 

The  fund  contemplated  for  the  sirpport  of  such  a  professor 
Bhip  is  to  consist  of  a  stini  drawn  from  unexpended  subscrip- 
tions, from  special  flonations,  and  from  a  diflTusivc  contribution, 
not  exceeding  a  dollar  from  an  individuaL  It  is  hoped  tltat, 
for  a  purpose  of  such  general  utility,  the  number  of  contributors* 
will  more  than  make  up  for  tlie  smallness  of  the  respective 
sums;  and  that,  with  the  other  resources,  means  may  be  gathered 
not  only  adequate  to  the  immediate  views  entertained,  but  jus- 
tifying an  enlargement  of  them, 

Sliould  this  in*ovc  to  be  the  case,  it  will  be  an  enlargement 
of  the  plan  of  agricultural  instruction  to  provide  and  place 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Professor  a  small  farm  in  the 
vicinage,  to  he.  cultivated  partly  as  a  pattern  farm,  illustrating 
practically  a  system  at  once  proti ruble  and  improving;  partly 
as  an  experimental  form,  not  only  bringing  to  the  test  new 
modes  of  culture  and  management,  but  introducing  new  plants 
and  animals  deemed  worthy  of  experiment.  In  obtaining  these, 
aid  might  be  found  in  the  patriotic  attention  of  the  public  and 
private  Xaval  Commanders^  in  their  visits  to  foreign  countries: 
and  it  might  well  happen  that  occasional  success  in  rearing 
new  species  or  varieties,  of  peculiar  value,  would  yield  in  seed 
and  stocks  a  profit  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  on  thiaJ 
head. 

A  farm  exhibiting  an  instructive  model,  observed,  as  it  would 
be,  by  occasional  visiters,  and  understood,  as  it  would  be,  in  its 
principles  and  plants  by  students  returning  to  their  dispersed 
liomes,  wonld  tend  to  spread  sound  information  on  the  subject 
of  agriculture,  and  to  cherish  that  spirit  of  imitation  and  emu- 
lation which  is  the  source  of  improvement  in  every  art  and  en- 
ter] uMse. 

You  will  oblige.  Sir,  the  Society  of  Albemarle  by  laying  this 
communication  before  that  over  which  you  preside,  and  by 
transmitting  its  sentiments  thereon;  which  will  afford  particular 
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pleasure  if  tliey  should  accord  with  the  views  of  this  Society, 
and  promise  so  valuable  a  co-operatiou  in  carrying  them  into 
efi'ect- 
By  order  of  the  Society. 

JAMES  MADISON,  Presideni. 


AoHtctTLTtTRAL  SoctKTT  oif  Alsbmarls,  October  7thf  1822, 

On  motion  of  Gen.  John  H,  Cooke,  the  folloirlog  preamble  and  niaolutions 
were  adopted ; 

Whereas  the  establishment  of  a  ProfeBaorship  of  Agriculture  in  ont*  of  the 
rinoTpal  &i?mfnariea  of  learning  in  thia  StaU?  is  a  int.*asur«;  eminently  calculated 
to  hasten  and  perpetuate  the  march  of  agriotiltural  Improremcntt  already  »o  hap- 
pily commeDccd:  and  whereas  there  are  grounds  to  beliet'e  that  e^nch  au  irmtilu- 
tion  may  be  incoq>fjrated  into  the  University  of  Yirginiu,  a  pusititjn  at  once  the 
most  advantageous  awd  convenient  to  every  part  of  the  State:  and  whert?as  ihin 
■odety  could  not  make  an  appropriation  of  ita  funds  more  conducive  to  ttie  per- 
manent attainment  of  the  primary  objects  of  its  inBtituiion;  and  oa  It  h  reason- 
able to  expect  tlmt  all  the  Agricultural  Societies,  the  fanners,  und  pliinterii  gen- 
erally, will  cheerfully  contribute  to  an  estabtisbmeot  of  such  universal  interest: 
therefore — 

Besoti^,  That  one  thousand  dollara  of  the  5iim  now  in  the  hands  of  Ihe  Tnjua^ 
urer  of  this  Society  be  appropriated  to  the  establishment  of  a  fund*  the  proQts 
of  which  shall  go  to  the  support  of  a  Professorship  of  AgriouUure  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia, 

Besdued,  For  the  furtherance  of  thi5  design,  that  the  President  be  requested 
to  prepare  an  address  to  the  other  Agricuitura)  Societies  of  tills  State,  requesting 
their  co-operatton  in  this  scheme;  and  further  to  promote  the  name  object,  and 
increase  the  said  fund,  that  a  comoiittee  be  appointed  to  solicit  donations,  not  to 
exceed  one  dollar,  from  individuals  in  every  part  of  thl^  Commonwealth. 

Heaved,  That  the  aforesaid  appropriation,  together  with  all  (hat  may  aocme 
under  the  foregoing  resolutions,  be  loaned  [U^nt]  to  individuahi  on  good  secu- 
rity, or  to  corporate  bodies;  and  that  when  the  sum  loaned  [lent]  to  any  one  in- 
dividual shall  amount  to  one  thousand  dollars  or  upward;*,  landed  security  ehall 
Ije  required;  that  the  interest  shall  be  payable  semi-annually,  and  shall  be  re> 
invested  until  the  yearly  profits  of  the  fund  shall  be  sufflcient  to  afford  an  Income 
equal,  at  least,  to  a  Professorship  la  the  University. 

BeMolvedf  That  the  funds  above  referred  to,  together  with  douadons  of  books, 
and  property  of  any  other  description,  be,  with  the  permission  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, transferi'ed  to  the  Rector  and  Vkitors  of  the  University  in  their  corporate 
oapadty. 

(Extract  finom  the  minutes.) 

P,  MINOR,  Secrttary. 
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TO  J.   Q.   ADAMS. 

MoNTPELLiKR,  OctoboF  24. 1822. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received,  with  your  favor  of  tlie  llth,  a 
copy  of  the  Collection  of  Documents  which  you  recently  pub- 
lished. 

The  treaty  of  Ghent  forms  a  prominent  epoch  in  our  national 
history,  and  will  be  a  lasting  monument  of  the  ability  and  pa- 
triotism with  which  it  was  negotiated.  Incidents  elucidating 
the  transaction  cannot,  therefore,  but  be  interesting;  and  they 
are  made  the  more  so  by  the  eloquent  strain  in  which  they  are 
presented.  Accept  my  thanks  for  the  little  volume  containing 
them,  with  assurances  of  my  continued  esteem  and  cordial  re- 
spects. 


TO  H.  O.  SPAPFORD. 

Dkc*  5th,  1822. 

D*  Sir, — ^I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  ult.,  in  which 
you  state  your  discovery  of  a  process  which  gives  a  greater 
purity  and  cheapness  to  steel  and  iron  than  any  3'et  known. 

Iron  is  the  metal,  and  even  the  article,  which  has  been  justly 
considered  as  causing,  more  than  any  other,  the  civilization 
and  increase  of  the  human  race.  Every  improvement,  there- 
fore, in  the  preparation  and  uses  of  it  has  been  deemed  a  bene- 
faction to  the  world.  If  the  discovery  you  have  made  be  found, 
on  extensive  and  thorough  trials,  to  justify  your  expectations 
from  those  already  made,  it  will  be  well  entitled  to  the  merit 
claimed  for  it,  and  the  author  to  the  pecuniary  as  well  as  hon- 
orary recompense  due  to  public  benefactors.  In  what  mode  it 
may  be  most  advisable  to  seek  the  former,  I  know  not  that  I 
can  say  any  thing  that  would  be  of  service  to  you.  On  the  gen- 
eral question  on  which  you  ask  my  opinion,  whether  Congress 
would  grant  a  special  law  securing  your  patent  right,  I  can 
only  give  a  general  answer,  that  it  is  a  fair  presumption  that 
Congress  will  be  disposed  to  give  all  Constitutional  encourage- 
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ments  to  nsefol  inventiong.  I  bave  no  doubt  there  may  be  cases 
in  wljich  a  porcbase  on  behalf  of  tlie  public  might  be  preferable 
to  the  grant  of  a  monopoly;  but  on  a  recurrence  to  the  enu- 
merated  powers  of  Congress,  it  is  observable  that  the  one  re- 
lating to  the  encouragement  of  useful  arts  is  confined  to  tlie 
mode  of  granting  to  inventors  exclusive  rights  for  limited  times. 
If  there  be  cases  in  which  any  other  mode  be  authorized,  the 
authority  must  be  found,  if  at  all,  to  be  an  incident  to  some 
other  powers,  and  necessary  and  proper  to  the  exercise  of  it. 
Such  a  peculiarity  is  not  suggested  in  your  case.  From  this 
view  of  the  subject,  you  will  be  sensible  that,  instead  of  advice^ 
I  can  only  offer  the  good  wishes?,  which  I  beg  you  to  accept,  that 
you  may  be  gratified  with  all  the  success  on  which  you  count  in 
making  your  discoveries  beneficial  to  your  Country^  and  a 
Bourcc,  at  the  same  time,  of  liberal  compensation  for  the  labour 
and  merit  of  introducing  them. 


¥ 


TO   DOCTOR   CUTTING. 

Dgcbiibbii  7th,  1S22. 

D*  Sir, — I  have  received  with  your  note  of  the  30  ultimo  the 
little  tract  of  Mr.  Law,  forwarded  by  you  at  his  request;  and  I 
take  the  liberty  of  conveying,  through  the  same  channel,  my  re* 
epects  and  thanks  to  him.  If  my  sympathies  with  his  domestic 
affliction  could  be  of  any  avails  I  should  add  the  expression  of 
them  with  great  sincerity. 

I  have  always  regarded  Mr.  Law  as  a  man  of  genius,  as  well 
as  of  singular  philanthropy,  and  as  uniting  with  other  intellec- 
tual acquirements  a  particular  familiarity  with  questions  of 
finance.  In  his  occasional  publications  relating  to  them,  T  have 
observed  many  sound  principles  and  valuable  suggestions.  I 
must  own,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  have  never  had  the  confidence 
he  lias  felt  in  his  favorite  plan  for  putting  an  end  to  the  evils  of 
an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade,  and  the  fluctuations  of  an  ex- 
portable currency.  Tliere  would  seem  to  be  much  danger,  at 
least,  that  the  disposition  to  borrow  the  paper  issuable  by  a  pub- 
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lie  Board  would  bring  an  excess  into  circulation;  and  that  this, 
instead  of  reducing  the  rate  of  interest,  would  haye  the  effect 
of  depreciating  the  principal. 


TO   DOCTOR  WATERHOUSE. 

MoNTPKLLiiR,  Dec  27,  1822. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  12th  instant, 
and  with  it  the  "Botanist,"  and  the  sheets  containing  "Heads 
of  a  course  of  Lectures." 

A  glance  over  them  has  satisfied  me  that  the  volume  on  Bot- 
any very  happily  opens  the  door  to  the  subject,  and  gives  enough 
of  an  inside  view  to  attract  curiosity  and  guide  investigation. 
From  the  heads  selected  for  the  Lectures,  they  must  have  em- 
braced a  larger  field,  which  I  doubt  not,  in  your  hands,  became 
a  fruitful  one. 

It  is  among  the  proofs  of  Mr.  Adams'  comprehensive  patriot- 
ism that  he  called  the  attention  of  his  Country  at  so  early  a  day, 
and  in  so  impressive  a  mode,  to  the  subject,  of  Natural  History, 
then  so  little  an  object  of  American  science;  and  you  have  done 
an  act  of  justice  only  in  the  conspicuous  notice  you  have  taken 
of  the  fact. 

I  perceive,  by  the  newspaper  paragraph  you  cite,  tliat  more 
than  justice  is  done  to  me,  in  the  notice  taken  of  the  proposed 
professorship  of  Agriculture  in  the  University  of  Virginia,  Tlie 
printed  sheet  inclosed  shews  that  the  Resolution  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Society  originated  with  General  Cocke,  a  highly  re- 
spectable member;  and  that  I  but  executed  an  order  of  the  So- 
ciety in  preparing  an  address  on  the  subject  to  the  other  Socie- 
ties in  Virginia;  taking  the  liberty  only  of  bringing  into  view 
a  small,  cultivated  farm,  as  a  sort  of  apparatus  to  the  professor- 
ship. 

The  principles  of  Agriculture  have  been  sometimes  embraced 
in  other  professorships,  and  arc  to  be  so  in  that  of  Chemistry, 
in  the  University  of  Virginia.  The  object  of  the  Society  of  Al- 
bemarle was  to  give  to  agriculture  the  importance  as  well  as 
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the  advantage  of  a  distiQCt  profea8orsliip»  exclusively  cliarged 
with  it,  which  was  not  known  to  have  been  done  in  any  other 
instance. 


TO  THOMAS  COOPE2. 

MoNTPKLLttfii  Janimrj  5tb,  1823. 

D""  Sib, — I  have  received  the  **  Report  "on  the  state  of  the 
South  Carolina  College,  covered  by  your  favor  of  December 
21.  I  have  read  it  with  very  sincere  pleasure  as  the  harbinger 
of  days  happy  for  yourself,  as  well  as  prosperous  for  the  Insti- 
tution. You  are  not,  I  perceive,  wit)jout  an  adversary  of  the 
fame  family  which  raised  its  cries  against  you  elsewhere.  The 
triumphs  of  education  under  your  anspices  may  prove  an  anti- 
dote to  the  ambition  which  would  monopnlize  the  fountains  of 
knowledge,  which  is  another  name  for  power. 

Our  University  is  still  at  a  Imlt.  Whether  the  present  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  are  as  blind  a^  their  predecessors,  is 
yet  to  be  learnt    I  have  as  many  fears  as  hopes, 

I  enclose  a  little  tract,  of  which  I  have  just  received  a  couple 
of  copies  from  the  author.  It  will  be  at  least  a  harmless  dupli* 
cate,  if  you  should  be  otherwise  possessed  of  one.  If  it  has  any 
good  pretensions,  you  will  bo  more  able  to  do  them  justice  than 
I  am. 

I  take  this  occasion,  though  aware  of  its  lateness,  to  thank 
you  for  your  Introductory  Lecture  on  Chemistry;  of  which  the 
merits  certainly  never  had  a  more  persuasive  illustration. 

With  great  esteem  and  cordial  regards. 


TO  THOMAS  JEPFBBSOir. 

MoNTPiLiiim,  Jan^  15,  1823. 
Deab  Sin,^ — T  have  duly  received  yonrs  of  the  6th,  with  the 
letters  of  Mr.  Cabell,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Judge  Johnson.    The 
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letter  from  Mr,  Cabell,  propasing  an  extra  meeting  of  tJie  Visi- 
tors, and  icforred  to  in  yours,  was  not  scot,  and  of  course  is  not 

anionic  those  returned. 

Tlie  friends  of  the  UniYersity  in  the  Assembly  seem  to  have 
a  delicate  task  on  their  lianda.  They  have  the  best  means  of 
knowing  what  h  best  to  be  done,  and  1  have  entire  confidence 
in  their  jadfrment  as  well  as  their  good  intentions.  The  idea 
of  Mr.  Cabell,  if  snccessful,  will  close  the  Vnisiness  handsomely. 
One  of  the  niOj?t  popnlar  olrjoctionsf  to  the  Tiistitution,  I  find,  is 
the  expense  added  by  what  is  called  the  ornn mental  style  of  the 
architecture.  Were  this  additional  expense  as  great  as  is  sup- 
posed, the  objection  ought  the  less  to  be  regarded,  as  it  is  short 
of  the  p«m  saved  to  the  public  by  the  private  subscribers  who 
approve  of  siiel)  an  application  of  their  subscriptions,  I  shall 
not  fail  to  join  yon  on  receiving  tlie  expected  notice  from  Mr* 
Cabelb  if  the  weather  and*  my  health  will  permit;  but  I  am  per- 
suaded it  will  be  a  supernumerary  attendance,  if  the  money  be 
obtained,  and  the  sole  question  be  on  its  application  to  the  new 
edifice. 

The  two  letters  from  Mr.  Gerry  are  valuable  documents  oa 
a  subject  that  will  fill  some  interesting  pages  in  our  history. 
The  disposition  of  a  party  among  us  to  find  a  cause  of  rupture 
with  France*  and  to  kindle  a  popular  flame  for  the  occasion^ 
will  go  to  posterity  with  too  many  proofs  to  leave  a  doubt  with 
them.  I  have  not  looked  over  Mr.  (lerry^s  letters  to  me,  which 
are  very  numerous,  bnt  may  be  of  dates  not  connected  with  the 
period  in  question.  No  resort  has  been  had  to  them  for  mate- 
rials for  his  biography;  perhaps  from  the  idea  that  his  corres- 
pondence with  me  may  contain  nothing  of  importance.       ^ 

Judge  Johnson's  letter  was  well  entitled  to  the  perusal  you 
recommended.  I  am  glad  you  have  put  him  in  possession  of  suck 
just  views  of  the  course  that  ought  to  be  pursued  by  the  court 
in  delivering  its  opinions.  I  have  taken  frequent  occasions  to 
impress  the  necessity  of  the  seriaiim  mode;  but  the  contrary 
practice  is  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  changed  without  the  injunc- 
tion of  a  law,  or  some  very  cogent  manifestation  of  the  pablic 
discontent.   I  have  long  thought,  with  the  Judge,  also,  that  the 
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Supreme  Cotirt  ouglit  to  be  relieved  from  its  circuit  duties,  b\ 
BOine  such  organization  as  he  suggests.  The  necessity  of  it  is 
now  rendered  obvious  by  the  impossibility^  in  the  same  individ- 
ual, of  being  a  Circuit  Judge  in  Missouri,  &(!.,  and  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  at  the  seat  of  Government.  He  is  under  a 
mistake  in  charging  on  the  Executive,  at  least,  an  inattention 
to  this  point.  Before  I  left  Washitjgton  I  recommended  to  Con- 
gress the  importance  of  establislnng  the  Supreme  Court  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  which  would  at  once  enable  the  Judges  to 
go  througli  the  business^  and  to  qualify  themselves  by  the  neces- 
sary studies  for  doing  so,  with  justice  to  themselves  and  credit 
to  the  Nation.  The  reduction  of  the  number  of  Judges  would 
also  be  an  iroprovemeut,  and  might  be  conveniently  eflfected  in 
the  way  pointed  out.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  ai*e  ad* 
vantages  in  uniting  the  local  and  general  functions  in  the  same 
persons,  if  permitted  by  the  extent  of  the  country*  But  if  this 
were  ever  the  case,  our  e.\panding  settlements  put  an  end  to  it. 
The  organization  of  the  Judiciary  Department  over  the  extent 
which  a  Federal  system  can  reach,  involves  peculiar  difBcultieg. 
There  is  scarcely  a  limit  to  the  distance  which  turnpikes  and 
steamboats  may,  at  tire  public  expense,  convey  the  members  of 
the  Government  and  distribute  the  laws.  But  the  delays  and 
expense  of  suits  brought  from  the  extremities  of  the  Empire, 
must  be  a  severe  burden  on  individuals.  And  in  proportion  as 
this  is  diminished,  by  giving  to  local  tribunals  a  final  jurisdic- 
tion, the  evil  is  incurred  of  destroying  the  uniformity  of  the 
law, 

I  hope  you  will  find  an  occasion  for  correcting  the  error  of 
the  Judge,  in  supposing  that  I  am  at  work  on  the  same  ground 
as  will  be  occupied  by  his  historical  view  of  parties,  and  for  am- 
mating  him  to  the  completion  of  what  he  has  begun  on  that  8ul> 
ject.  Nothing  less  than  full-length  likenesses  of  tlie  two  great 
parties  which  have  figured  in  the  national  politics  will  suffi- 
ciently expose  the  deceptive  colours  under  which  they  have  been 
painted.  It  appears  that  he  has  already  collected  material, 
and  I  infer,  from  your  account  of  his  biography  of  Greene,  which 
I  have  not  yet  seen,  that  he  is  capable  of  making  the  proper  use 
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of  tliem.  A  good  work  on  the  side  of  trnth»  from  his  pen,  iriTl 
be  an  ap(  and  effoctive  antidote  to  that  of  his  colleague,  which 
has  been  poisoning  the  public  mind  and  gaiuiug  a  passport  to 
popteritj. 

I  was  afraid  the  Doctor  was  too  gangaine  in  promising  so 
early  a  cure  of  the  fracture  in  yonr  arm.  The  milder  weather, 
soott  to  be  looked  for,  will  doubtless  favor  the  vis  mediccUrw 
which  nature  employs  in  repairing  the  injuries  done  her. 


TO   LITTLETON  DENNIS  TEACKLE. 

Frn^  12,  Tfl23. 

Sir, — I  received  a  few  days  ago  your  letter  of  the  4th  in»t., 

inclosing  the  copy  of  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  public  instruction 
of  youth,  and  to  promote  the  interest  of  agriculture,  and  re^ 
questing  observations  thereon.  I  wish  I  were  leas  incompetent 
to  a  satisfactory  compliance  with  the  request. 

The  wisdom  of  providing  a  system  of  ditfusive  education 
must  at  once  be  universally  approved.  Of  the  proper  organi- 
zation and  detiiils  of  it,  winch  must  l*e  acromrnodati^d  to  local 
circumstances,  to  popular  opinions  and  habits^  and  perhaps  to 
co-existing  institutions  and  arrangements,  those  only  can  judge 
who  can  apply  these  tests,  An<1,  after  all,  such  is  the  difficuUj 
of  the  task,  that  exi>erience  alone  can  give  t!ie  system  its  de- 
sired improvements.  It  will  be  well,  therefore,  in  ench  case?, 
instead  of  requiring  too  omch  perfection  in  the  outset^  to  trust 
to  the  lights  which  must  quickly  be  furnished  from  that  source. 

It  is  easy  to  observe,  generally,  that  such  a  system  ought  to 
be  made  as  little  complicated  and  expensive  as  possible;  that  if ?< 
structure  should  render  its  execution  regular  and  certain;  and 
that  it  should  guard  particularly  against  ihc  abuses  incident  to 
monies  held  in  trust,  or  passinrr  thrnuirh  different  hands.  But  it 
is  not  so  easy  to  foresee  or  judge  of  the  precise  rogiilations  n^ 
cessary  to  obtain  these  advantages;  especially  where  the  popu* 
lation  is  thin,  and  local  changes  of  various  sorts  are  constantly 
going  on,  and  where  the  difficulty  is  much  greater  than  in  a 
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more  compact  and  settled  population,  where  the  duties  to  be 
perforfoed  lie  within  a  narrow  space,  and  within  the  reach  of 
every  eye. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  bill  appears,  in  its  outline,  to  have 
been  well  conceived.  A  single  Huperinteudont,  held  in  adequate 
reapousibility,  may  be  preferable  to  a  Board.  The  inconveni- 
ences of  the  latter  justifies  the  experiment,  at  least.     Tlie 

Courts  are  entitled,  doubtless,  to  the  confidence  placed  in 
them.  Whetlier  tlie  chain  of  agencies  might  not  be  shortened 
by  dropping  that  link,  and  making  the  commissioners  appoint- 
able  by  the  people  at  county  elections  for  other  purposes,  is  a 
question  I  do  not  venture  to  decide.  Unless  the  extent  of  the 
counties  forbid,  it  might  be  a  question,  also,  whether  the  com- 
missionc?r3  miglit  not  suffice,  without  the  inspectors  associated 
with  them.  The  trustees,  whose  agency  is  connected  with  tlie 
arrangement  of  the  taxes,  and  the  immediate  application  of  tho 
fands,  are  very  properly  to  be  elected  by  the  people  of  their 
districts,  whose  interests  are  at  stake,  and  wlio  will,  of  course, 
have  an  eye  to  the  due  expenditure  of  their  money.  In  con- 
tracting with  the  teachers,  they  are  to  have,  I  presume,  a  dis- 
cretion to  make  the  amount  of  their  wages  depend  in  part  on 
the  number  of  pupils.  This  may  be  influenced  more  or  less  by 
the  conduct  of  the  teachers,  as  tliis  again  will  be  by  making  the 
amount  of  his  income  depend  on  it. 

I  observe  that  the  commissioners  and  trustees  are  made  cor* 
porate  bodies  for  receiving  and  holding  property  gi-anted  for 
the  schools,  witliont  limitation,  and  without  any  authority  over 
it  reserved  to  the  Government,  It  may  be  thong  tit  very  nnga* 
tory  to  guard  at  this  time  against  excessive  accumulations  in 
such  hands,  and  abases  growing  out  of  them.  But  if  the  scliools 
are  to  be  permanent^  and  churi table  donations  be  unattainable, 
time  must  produce  here  what  it  has  produced  elsewhere.  The 
abuses  which  have  been  brought  to  liglit  in  old  countrie:^  in  the 

management  of — ,  and  literary  endowments  ac- 

cmnalated  by  a  lapse  of  time,  are  a  sufBcieut  warning  to  a  young 
one  to  keep  the  door  shut  against  them. 

The  provision  made  by  the  bill  in  behalf  of  agriculture  is  an 
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example  highly  creditable.  But  why  restrict  the  professorship 
to  the  chemical  source  of  instruction?  Ought  it  not  to  be  at 
large  on  a  subject  abounding  in  otiiers,  many  of  them  still  more 
appropriate  to  it? 

You  will  readily  believe  that  I  have  sketched  these  remarks 
because  some  were  expected,  and  not  because  they  present  ideas 
not  obvious,  or  not  likely  to  occur  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill; 
and,  viewed  in  that  light,  you  will  as  readily  pardon  my  request 
that  they  may  be  received  as  a  private,  and  not  a  public  com- 
munication. 


TO  MR.   MONROE. 

MoNTPBLUKR,  Februaij  13,  1823. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  3rd.  I  am 
much  obliged  by  tlie  kind  manner  in  which  you  speak  of  my 
nephew.  I  hope  you  will  always  consider  expressions  of  my 
good  will  in  such  cases  as  perfectly  subordinate  to  public  con- 
siderations and  superior  pretensions.  In  the  present  case,  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  appointment  of  my  nephew  to  the  place  in 
question  ought  to  be  desired,  even  by  himself.  Unless  Col.  Bar- 
bour, who  knows  him  well,  and  who  has  a  nearer  view  of  the 
duties  to  be  performed,  thinks  him  adequate  to  them,  and  sufiB- 
cicntly  balancing  tlie  clerk  on  the  other  side,  it  might  ultimately 
be  more  of  an  obstacle  than  an  advance  in  his  career. 

Nothing  was  further  from  my  purpose  than  to  draw  a  word 
from  you  on  the  constitutional  question  regarding  consuls,  Ac. 
I  have  as  little  doubt  of  your  sincerity  in  the  views  taken  of  it 
as  of  the  ability  with  which  it  was  maintained.  I  have  always 
regretted  that  the  court  did  not  give  more  power  on  the  subject 
than  your  construction  of  it  claims. 

I  had  noticed  the  call  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which, 
among  other  cases,  would  toucli  that  of  Mr.  Cutts.  He  is  very 
fortunate  in  having  friendly  dispositions  where  his  fate  must  be 
finally  decided,  because  they  ensure  him  every  thing  consistent 
with  justice  and  propriety.     I  can  say  nothing  but  that  I  shall 
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feel  much  pleasure,  on  many  and  obvious  accounts,  if  the  loss  of 
his  fortune  should  not  be  followed  by  that  of  his  character  and 
station. 


TO   EDWARD   EVERETT. 

MoNTPELLiRB,  Fob'  18th,  1823. 

D'^  SiB» — I  hare  received  your  favor  of  the  9tli,  and  with  it 
the  little  pampblct  forwarded  at  the  request  of  your  brother, 
for  which  you  will  please  to  accept  and  to  make  mj  acknowl- 
edgrments. 

The  pamphlet  appears  to  have  very  al>]y  and  successfully  vin- 
dicated the  construction  in  the  book  ou  ** Europe"  to  [?]  tlie  pro- 
visional article  in  Mr.  Jay^s  Treaty.  History,  if  it  shonhl  no- 
tice the  subject,  will  assuredly  view  it  in  the  light  in  whieli  the 
"notes'*  have  placed  it;  and  as  affording  to  England  a  ground 
for  intercepting  American  supplies  of  provisions  to  her  enemy, 
and  to  her  enciny  a  ground  for  charging  on  America  a  collusion 
with  England  for  the  purpose.  That  the  British  Government 
meant  to  surrender  gratuitousl)^  a  maritime  right  of  confiscation, 
and  to  encourage  a  neutral  in  illegal  supplies  of  provisions  to 
an  enemy,  by  adding  to  their  chance  of  gain  an  insurance  against 
loss,  will  never  be  believeJ.  Tlie  necessary  cou^raent  will  be, 
that  Mr.  Jay,  though  a  man  of  great  ability  and  perfect  recti- 
tude, was  diverted,  by  a  zeal  for  the  object  of  his  mission,  from 
a  critical  attention  to  tlie  terms  on  which  it  was  accomplished. 
The  Treaty  was  fortunate  in  the  sanction  it  obtained,  and  in 
the  turn  which  circumstances  gave  to  its  fate. 

Nor  was  this  the  only  iostance  of  its  good  fortune.  In  two 
others  it  was  saved  from  mortifying  results:  in  one,  by  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  British  Courts  of  Justice;  in  the  other,  by  a  cast 
of  the  die. 

The  value  of  the  article  opening  our  trade  with  India  depended 
much  on  the  question  wbcllier  it  authorized  an  imUred  trade 
thither.  The  question  was  carried  into  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  where  it  was  decided  in  our  favour;  the  Judges  stating, 
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at  the  same  timOi  that  the  decision  was  forced  upon  tliotn  by  tlie 
particular  structure  of  the  article,  against  their  private  convic- 
tion as  to  what  was  intended.  And  this  decision  of  that  court 
was  confirmed  by  the  12  Judges, 

In  the  other  iustance,  the  question  was,  whether  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  deciding  on  spoliations  could  take  cognixancc 
of  American  claims  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  British  tri- 
bunal in  the  last  resort.  The  two  British  Commissioners  coo- 
tended  t!iat  Great  Britain  could  never  be  understood  to  mh* 
mit  to  any  extraneous  tribunal  a  revision  of  eases  decided  by 
the  highest  of  her  own.  The  American  Commissioners,  Mr. 
Pinckncy  and  Mr.  Gore,  argued  with  great  and  just  force  against 
a  construction  which,  as  the  Treaty  conlincd  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Board  to  cases  where  redress  was  unattainable  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  judicial  proceedings,  would  have  been  fatal  not 
only  to  the  claims  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  Tribunal  in 
the  last  resort^  but  to  the  residue,  which  it  would  be  necessary 
to  carry  thither  through  the  ordinary  course  of  jastice.  The 
four  Commissioners  being  equally  divided,  the  lot  for  the  fifth, 
provided  by  the  Treaty  for  such  a  contingency,  fell  on  Mr. 
Trumbull,  whose  casting  vote  obtained  for  the  American  suf* 
ferers  the  large  indemnity  at  stake* 

I  speak  on  these  points  from  memory  nlt^nc.  There  may  be, 
therefore,  if  no  subHtantial  error,  inaccuracies  which  a  sight  of 
the  archives  at  Washington,  or  the  reports  of  adjudged  cases  in 
England,  would  have  prevented. 

The  remarks  on  the  principle,  "  free  ships,  free  goods,"  I  take 
to  be  fair  and  well  considered.  The  extravagance  of  Genet 
drove  our  Secretary  of  State  to  the  ground  of  the  British  doc^ 
trine.  And  the  Government,  finding  it  could  not  depart  from 
that  ground  without  a  collision,  or  ratlier  war  with  Great  Brit- 
aiuj  and  doubting,  at  least,  whetlier  the  old  law  of  Nations  on 
that  subject  did  not  remain  in  force,  never  contested  the  prac- 
tice under  it.  The  United  States,  however,  in  their  treatie 
have  RufBciently  thrown  their  weight  into  the  opposite  scale 
And  snch  is  the  number  and  character  of  like  weights  now  in  it 
from  other  powers,  that  it  must  preponderate;  unless  it  be  ad- 
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mitted  that  no  authority  of  that  kind,  though  coinciding  with 
the  dictates  of  reason,  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  the  interest 
of  the  civilized  woHd,  can  make  or  expunad  a  law  of  Nations. 

With  regard  to  the  rule  of  1750,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that 
its  orifrinal  import  was  very  different  fi'om  the  Bubseqaent  ex- 
tensions and  adaptations  given  to  it  !»y  the  boUigorent  policy 
of  its  parent.  The  rule  coninieuced  witli  conliscatiug  neutral 
TQSsela  tradint^  between  another  belligerent  nation  and  its  col- 
ontes,  on  the  inference  that  tliey  were  hostile  vessels  in  neutral 
disguise;  and  it  ended  in  si»oliations  on  neutrals  trading  to  any 
ports  or  in  any  productions  of  belligorcnts  who  had  not  i>ermit- 
ted  such  a  trade  in  time  of  prace.  Tlie  author  of  the  **  Notes  '* 
is  not  wrong  in  stating  that  Ihe  United  States  did,  in  some  sort, 
acquiesce  in  the  exercise  of  the  rule  against  tlieuij  that  they  did 
not  make  it  a  cause  of  war;  and  that  they  were  willing,  on  consid- 
erations of  expediency,  to  accede  to  a  compromise  on  the  subject. 
To  judge  correctly  of  the  course  taken  by  the  Government,  a  his- 
torical view  of  the  whole  of  it  would  he  necessary.  In  a  glancing 
search  over  tlic  State  papers  for  tbe  document  from  wliich  tho 
extract  in  the  pamphlet  was  made^  [it  is  referred  to  in  a  wrong 
volume  and  page,  being  found  iu  YoL  VE,  p.  240,  Ihe  extract 
itself  not  being  one  free  from  typographical  change  of  phrase,] 
my  eye  caught  a  sliort  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
[Vol.  VI,  p.  180-1,1  in  which  the  stand  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment is  distinctly  marked  oat.  The  illegality  of  the  British 
principle  is  there  asserted;  nothing  dedaraionj  in  its  favor,  as 
applied  even  against  a  neutral  trade  (Urect  between  a  belliger- 
ent country  and  its  colonies,  is  permitted;  and  a  stipulated  con- 
cession on  tho  basis  of  compromise  is  limited,  by  a  reference  to 
a  former  instruction  of  January,  1804,  to  that  of  the  Russian 
Treaty  of  1781,  which  protects  all  colonial  produce  converted 
into  neutral  property.  Tliis  was,  in  practice^  all  that  was  essen- 
tial; the  American  capital  being  then  adequate  and  actually  ap- 
plied to  the  purchase  of  the  colonial  produce  transported  in 
American  vessels. 

"The  Examination  of  the  subject,"  &c.»  referred  to  in  the  let- 
ter of  instruction  as  being  forwarded  to  Mr.  Monroe,  was  a 
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stout  paraplilet  drawn  up  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  was  un- 
dertaken in  consequence  of  llio  lieavy  losses  and  complaints  of 
merchants  in  all  our  large  sea  ports  under  the  predatory  opera- 
tion of  the  extended  rule  of  1750.  The  pamplilet  went  into  a 
pretty  ample  and  minute  investigation  of  the  subject,  which  term- 
inated in  a  confirmed  convir3tion,  both  of  the  heresy  of  the  doc- 
trine, and  of  the  enormity  of  the  practice  growing  out  of  it.  I 
must  add  that  it  detracted  mucli,  abo,  from  the  admiration  I 
liad  been  led  to  bestow  on  the  distinguislied  Judge  of  the  High 
Conrt  of  AdmiraUyj  not  from  any  discovery  of  defect  in  his 
intellectual  powers  or  judicial  eloquence,  but  on  account  of 
his  shifting  decisions  and  abandonment  of  his  independent  prin- 
ciples. After  setting  out  with  the  lofty  profession  of  abiding 
by  the  same  rules  of  public  law  when  sitting  in  London  as  if 
a  Judge  at  Stockholm^  he  was  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  that, 
in  expounding  that  law,  he  should  regard  tlie  Orders  in  Council 
of  his  own  Government  as  his  authoritative  guide.  Those  are 
not  his  words,  but  do  him,  I  believe,  no  injustice.  The  acknowl- 
edgment ouglit  to  banish  him  as  *' authority  "  fi^om  every  prixe^ 
Court  in  the  world, 

I  ought  to  have  premised  to  any  remarks  on  the  controversj 
into  which  your  brother  has  been  drawn ^  that  I  have  never  i 
cither  the  Review  in  which  his  book  is  criticised,  or  the  pam- 
phlet in  which  it  is  combated.  Having  just  directed  the  British 
Quarterly  Review,  now  sent  me,  to  be  discontinued,  and  the 
North  American  Review  substituted^  with  the  back  numbers  for 
the  last  year,  I  may  soon  be  able  to  do  a  fuller  justice  to  his 
reply. 

On  adverting  to  the  length  of  this  letter,  I  fear  that  my  pen 
has  received  an  impulse  from  awakened  recollections  which  I 
ought  more  to  have  controulcd.  The  best  now  to  be  done  is  tn 
add  not  a  word  more  than  an  assurance  of  ray  cordial  respect 
and  esteem. 
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TO  TEKCH   COXB. 

Fi:nRUART21,  IB^ 

Dear  Sir, — Since  I  received  your  two  letters  of  in- 

stant, I  have  hitherto  been  prevented  from  acknowledging  them, 
first  by  some  very  urgent  calls  on  my  time,  and  afterwards  by 
an  indisposition  which  has  but  just  left  me, 

I  have  forwarded  the  letters,  with  the  printed  papers,  to  Mr, 
Jefferson.  I  know  well  the  respect  which  he^  as  well  as  myself, 
attaches  to  your  comniunicalions.  But  I  have  grounds  to  be- 
lieve, that  with  me,  also,  he  has  yielded  to  the  considerations 
and  counsels  which  dissnadc  us  from  taking  part  in  measures 
relating  to  the  cnaning  Presidential  election.  And  certainly, 
if  we  are  to  judge  of  the  ability  with  which  the  comparative 
pretensions  of  the  candidates  will  be  discussed,  by  the  samples 
sent  us,  the  public  will  be  sufficiently  enabled  to  decide  under- 
standingly  on  the  subject.  I  know  you  too  well  to  doubt  that 
you  will  take  this  explanation  in  its  just  import,  and  will  re- 
Eaaia  assured  that  it  proceeds  from  no  diminution  of  confidence 
or  regard  towards  yon. 


TO  RICHARD  PETERS. 

Feb''  22d,  1823. 

D*  Sm, — I  have  received  the  copy  of  your  Agricultural  ad- 
dress in  January  last,  which  I  have  read  with  much  pleasure^ 
and,  as  always,  not  without  finding  instructive  ideas.  You  have 
done  very  right  in  taking  occasion  to  record  the  fact  which 
shews  that  your  Society  is  the  mother  of  the  American  family, 
and  to  present  a  fair  view  of  its  public  services,  with  respect  to 
which  you  might  say^  though  you  will  not  say,  quorum  itars 
maximafuu 

You  will  pardon  me  for  noting  an  error  in  the  reference  to 
the  Resolution  of  the  Albemarle  Society  as  requesting  the  co- 
operation of  the  Societies  in  other  States.  The  request  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  other  Societies  of  this  State.     I  must  take  the 
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Iilame,  in  part,  at  least,  ta  myself*    Toaght  to  have  let  it  ap- 
pear, wlien  I  forwarded  you  a  copy^  that  it  was  a  friendly 
only,  not  an  official  communication. 


TO   NICHOLAS  BTDDLE, 

MosTPiLLiRR,  February  25,  1823, 

Pear  Sir,^ — I  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  9tli  instant,  ao- 
cotnjianied  by  a  copy  of  your  agricnltural  address,  which  I  have 
read  with  nmch  pleaBure^  and»  I  can  add.  with  instruction  also. 
It  18  niude  particularly  inloreiftiiig  by  the  views  taken  of  tlie 
ancient  and  modern  hui^bnudry,  where,  nnlms  a  part  of  China 
be  an  exception,  the  earth  has  made  tlie  greatest  retnrns  to  hn* 
man  labour.  The  advantage  of  contracting  and  fertilizing  the 
area  on  which  our  farmers  exert  their  faculties,  Heemsi  every 
where  to  be  more  and  more  understood;  but  the  reform  does 
not  keep  pace  with  the  change  of  circumstanci^s  requiring  it. 
The  error,  as  a  radical  one,  cannot,  therefore,  be  too  clearly  ex- 
posed, or  the  remedy  too  strongly  inculcated. 

You  have  very  properly,  under  that  impression,  noticed  the 
minuteness  of  the  farms  allotted  to  proprietors  by  the  early 
laws  of  Rome;  and  it  seems  certain  that  they  were  not  a  little 
remarkable  in  that  respect,  I  must  own^  however,  that  the  lim- 
itation of  them  to  about  one  and  one-fourth  of  our  acres,  from 
wliich  must  be  deducted  the  site  of  the  houses,  or  even  their  ex- 
tension to  a  little  more  than  four  of  our  acres,  has  always  ap- 
peared to  me  so  extraordinary  as  to  be  scarcely  credible.  The 
fact,  nevertheless,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  has  been  neither  dl#- 
proved  nor  denied,  Dickson,  in  hi^  elaborate  work  on  ancient 
husbandry,  cites  the  usual  authorities,  without  calling  them  in 
question.  And  Wallace,  another  author  distinguished  for  his 
learned  researches,  in  his  treatise  on  the  numbers  of  mankind, 
makes  these  subdivisious  of  the  Roman  soil  one  of  hie  argu- 
ments for  the  superiority  of  the  ancient  populousness  of  the 
earth  over  the  modern.  Nor  do  I  recollect  that  the  sagacious 
and  sceptical  Hume^  who  maintains  an  opposite  opinion,  has 
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criticised  the  alleged  size  of  the  Tloman  farms.  Still,  however, 
it  is  difBcult,  more  perhaps  for  Americans  than  for  a  more  com- 
pact people,  to  conceive  in  what  nmnnor  a  family,  averaged  at 
six  only,  (and  the  number  was  probably  greater  in  the  early  rate 
of  increase,)  could  be  fed  and  otlicrwi^o  provided  for  by  iLe  prd- 
duct  of  such  epecks  of  ground.  Tlic  puzzle  is  the  <)^reater  if  it 
be  understood  that  half  of  the  farm  only  was  annually  in  eiilti- 
ration,  the  other  half  being  fallow.  And  the  fact  would  be  al- 
together incredible  if,  according  to  Columella,  the  increase  of 
the  seed  was  not  more  than  four-fold.  This,  however,  must 
refer  to  a  later  period  of  the  Repulilic,  or  rather  to  his  own 
time,  when  the  soil  had  been  deprived  of  its  primitive  fertility, 
or  its  produeliveness  impaired  by  a  degenerated  husbandry. 
For  Bo  small  a  space  as  even  four  acres  could  not  possibly,  at 
that  rate  of  increase,  suffice  for  a  family,  without  supposing  the 
quantity  of  seed  given  to  the  earth  to  have  been  beyond  all 
measure,  when  it  was  more  probably  reduced  in  its  proportion 
by  peculiar  care  in  sewing  and  harvesting  tlje  crop.  In  the 
dibbling  mode  sometimes  practised  in  Engfand,  which  produces 
the  greatest  of  crops,  the  quantity  of  seed,  if  I  rightly  remem- 
ber, is  somewhere  about  a  peck  to  the  acre. 

If  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  contest  tlie  fact  as  to  the  diminii' 
live  size  of  the  early  Roman  farms,  the  attempt  to  account  for 
the  phenomenon  must  take  for  granted,  and  make  t!ie  most  of 
the  circumstance,  that  none  of  the  usual  quadrupeds  were  kept 
on  the  farms;  that  the  ground  was  tilled  by  the  hand  alone  of 
the  farmer  himself^  and  with  more  than  a  garden  attention  to 
every  inch;  and  that  all  the  clothing  was  wrought  within  the 
family.  Even  on  this  last  supposition,  the  question  arises,  wlience 
the  materials  for  the  fabrics?  ^  The  wool  and  the  lint,  if  pro- 
duced on  the  farm,  must  have  subtracted  so  much  from  the  crop 
of  food;  if  purchased,  they  must  have  been  paid  for  out  of  the 
crop;  and  purchased  from  whom?  It  could  not  be  by  such 
farmers  from  one  another.  Questions  of  a  like  cast  are  pre- 
sented by  the  materials  necessary  for  household  utensils,  for 
farming  implements,  &o.,  which  the  farm  itself  could  not  supply* 
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Do  we  know  of  any  population  where  less  than  an  acre  sapports 
individuals?    The  agrarian  regulations  of  earliest  date 
among  the  Romans  must  have  reduced  the  quantity  to  one-fifth 
of  an  acre. 

*  We  seem  to  be  driven  to  tlie  necessity  of  some  subsidiary  re- 
sources for  the  support  of  a  family  confined  to  such  scanty  por- 
tions of  soil.  The  military  policy  may  have  been  a  partial  one. 
As  the  nation  was  almost  constantly  at  war  at  small  distances 
from  Rome,  and  the  farmers  were  all  soldiers,  they  may  have 
drawn  their  subsistence  whilst  in  the  fields  from  the  farms  of 
their  neighbours;  and  have  carried  home,  among  the  spoils  of 
successful  expeditions,  an  additional  stock  of  provisions  for  the 
use  of  their  families- 

The  entire  subject  is  curious.  It  involves  three  questions: 
1.  Whether  the  fact  be  rightly  stated,  that  the  Roman  farms 
were  of  no  greater  size?  2.  If  rightly  stated,  and  there  were 
no  resources  beyond  the  farms,  in  what  way  did  the  families 
subsist  on  them?  3.  If  there  were  extraneous  resources,  what 
were  they? 

I  hope  you  will  not  understand  that  in  raising  these  questions 
I  wish  to  impose  on  you  the  task  of  searching  for  answers,  and 
that  you  will  be  assured  of  my  sincere  esteem  and  friendly  re- 
spects. 


TO  TENCH  COXB. 

March  1, 1823. 
D*  Sir, — Mr.  Jefferson  has  just  returned  your  two  letters  and 
papers.  Supposing  that  I  had  yet  to  acknowledge  them,  he  an- 
nexes a  line  requesting  me  to  do  it  for  him  also;  observing  that 
it  would  hurt  him  much  to  leave  unnoticed  an  old  friend,  and 
that  the  difficulty  of  using  his  pen  with  his  crippled  hand  had 
compelled  him  to  abandon  writing  but  from  the  most  urgent 
necessities.    I  find  he  thinks  it  best  to  abstain  strictlv  from  the 
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Presidential  election,  not  even  expressing  a  sentiment  on  tlie 
subject  of  the  Candidiates,  Having  thns  made  the  coromunica- 
tion  desired,  I  have  only  to  repeat  assurances  of  my  eontinued 
esteem  and  friendly  wishes. 


TO  REV"  DE.   MORSE, 

J.  Madison  presents  liis  respects  to  tlie  Rev*  Dr.  Morse,  and 
pto  liis  son,  with  acknowledgments  for  the  copies  of  **the  new 
fstem  of  Modern  Geograpliy,"  and  **The  new  system  of  Geog- 
raphy, Ancient  and  Modern,"  with  which  he  has  been  favored. 

He  has  not  been  able  to  give  them  a  particular  examination. 
A  very  cursory  one  has  left  no  doubt  that  each  will  bear  a  very 
advantageous  comparison  with  any  similar  compilations,  whether 
its  merits  be  tested  by  the  materials  and  plan  of  the  work,  or 
by  its  literary  execution.  *'The  General  Views,"  particularly 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  amplified  in  the  larger  work,  must 
make  it  extensively  interesting;  and  the  sketch  of  "Ancient 
Geography"  forms  a  useful  supplement  to  the  smaller  ooe.  The 
several  maps  in  the  Atlas  have  the  appearance  of  more  than  or- 
dinary neatness. 

He  has  only  to  add  that,  since  the  arrival  of  the  two  books, 
he  has  received  the  letter  of  Doctor  Morse  of  Feb'  20,  to  whom 
he  offers  a  return  of  his  friendly  respects, 

MoNTPBLLiKB,  March  8,  1823, 


TO  EDWARD   EVERETT. 

MoNTPKLLiKE,  Mafch  lOtb,  1S23. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received,  on  the  15th,  your  favour  of  the  2d  in- 
stant, with  the  little  pamphlet  of  remarks  on  your  brother's 
"Europe," 

The  pamphlet  would  have  been  much  improved  by  softer 
words  and  harder  arguments.  To  support  its  construction  of 
Art.  18,  of  the  Treaty  of  1794,  the  writer  ought  to  have  shewn 
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tliat  tlicre  are  cases  in  which  provisions  become  contraband  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  Nations;  and  that  the  cases  are  of  such 
recurrence  and  iniportnnce  as  to  make  tliem  a  probable  object 
of  sucli  an  ariicle.     He  doe?  not  point  at  a  single  one. 

If  he  be  not  right  in  contending  that  the  United  States  always 
resisted  the  role  of  175^,  he  is  still  more  astray  in  saying  that 
Great  Britain  relintjuislicd  it.  The  indemnities  for  violations 
of  the  rule  allowed  by  the  joint  Commissioners  can  be  no  evi- 
dence of  the  fact.  This?  award  might  be  the  result  of  the  cast- 
ing vote  on  the  American  side;  or  the  concurrence  of  the  British 
side,  the  result  of  the  individual  opinions  of  honest  umpires. 
That  the  British  Government  made  no  such  relinquishment  is 
demonstrated  by  tlie  reasonings  and  adjudications  of  Sir  W"* 
Scott,  whether  he  be  regarded  as  the  organ  or  as  the  oracle  of 
his  Government.  There  is  no  question  of  public  law  on  which 
he  exerts  his  talents  with  more  pertinaciiy  thun  he  does  in  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  rnle  of  *56,  in  all  its  duetile  applications  to 
emerging  cases.  His  testimony  on  this  point  admits  no  reply. 
The  payment  of  the  awarda  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  by 
the  British  Government  is  an  evidence  merely  of  its  good  faith; 
the  more  to  its  credit^  the  more  they  disappointed  its  calcula- 
tions and  wishes. 

Our  University  has  lately  received  a  further  loan  from  the 
Legislature,  which  will  prepare  t!ie  buildings  for  ten  professors 
and  about  200  students.  Should  all  the  loans  be  convrrted  into 
donations  at  the  next  sesi^ion,  as  is  generally  expected,  but  for 
which  no  pledge  has  been  given,  the  visitors,  with  an  annuity  of 
$15,000  settled  on  the  Institution,  will  turn  their  thoughts  to- 
wards opening  it,  and  to  the  preliminary  engagement  of  pro- 
fessors. 

T  am  not  surprised  at  the  dilemma  produced  at  your  TJniver- 
gity  by  making  theological  professorships  an  integral  part  of 
the  system.  The  anticipation  of  such  an  one  led  to  the  omission 
in  ours;  the  visitors  being  merelr  authorized  to  open  a  public 
hall  for  religious  occasions,  under  imparttal  regulations;  with 
the  opportunity  to  the  different  sects  to  establish  theological 
schools  so  near  that  the  students  of  the  University  may  respec- 
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tively  attend  the  religions  exercises  in  them.  The  village  of 
Charlottesville,  also,  where  differeut  religious  worships  will  be 
held,  is  also  so  near,  that  resort  may  conveniently  ho  had  to 
them. 

A  University  with  sectrarian  professorships  becomes,  of  course, 
sectarian  monopoly:  with  professorships  of  rival  sects,  it  would 
be  an  arena  of  Theological  GladiiUors.  Without  any  such  pro- 
fessorships, it  may  incur,  for  a  time  at  least,  the  imputation  of 
irreligious  tendencies,  if  not  designs.  Tire  last  difficulty  was 
thought  more  mauo^eable  than  citlier  of  the  others. 

On  this  view  of  the  subject,  there  seems  to  be  no  alternative 
but  between  a  public  University  without  a  theological  profes- 
sorship, and  sectarian  scnnluaries  without  a  University. 

I  recollect  to  have  seen,  many  years  ago»  a  project  of  a  prayer, 
by  Gov.  Livingston,  father  of  the  pre^sent  Judge,  intended  to 
comprehend  and  conciliate  college  students  of  every  Christian 
denomination,  l»y  a  form  composed  wlioUy  of  texts  and  phrases 
of  Scripture.  If  a  trial  of  the  expedient  was  ever  made,  it  must 
have  failed,  notwithstanding  its  winning  aspect,  from  the  single 
cause  that  many  sects  reject  all  set  forms  of  worship. 

The  difficulty  of  reconciling  the  Christian  raind  to  the  ab- 
sence of  a  religious  tuition  from  a  University  estatdished  by  law, 
and  at  the  common  expense,  is  probably  less  with  us  thau  with 
you.  Tlie  settled  opinion  here  is,  that  religion  is  essentially 
distinct  from  civil  Government,  and  exempt  frnm  its  cognizance; 
that  a  connexion  between  them  is  injurious  to  both;  tliat  there 
are  causes  in  the  human  breast  which  ensure  tlie  jierpetuity  of 
religion  without  the  aid  of  the  law;  that  rival  sects,  with  equal 
rights,  exercise  mutual  censorships  in  favorof  good  morals;  that 
if  new  sects  arise  with  absurd  opinions  or  overdieated  imagina- 
tions, the  proper  remedies  lie  in  time,  forbearance,  and  exam- 
ple; that  a  legal  establishment  of  religion  without  a  toleration 
could  not  be  thought  of,  and  with  a  toleration,  is  no  security  for 
public  quiet  and  harmony,  but  rather  a  source  itself  of  discord 
and  animosity;  and,  finally,  that  tiicse  opinions  are  supported  by 
experience,  which  has  shewn  that  every  relaxation  of  the  alli- 
ance between  law  and  religion,  from  the  partial  example  of 
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Hrilla,nd  to  its  consumraation  in  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  New- 
Jersey,  Ac,  has  been  found  ag  safe  in  practice  as  it  is  sound  in 

theory.  Prior  to  the  Revolution,  (he  Episropal  Chnrch  was  es- 
tnhliFslied  by  law  in  this  State.  On  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence it  was  left,  with  all  other  sects,  to  a  self-support.  And 
no  donbt  exists  that  there  h  much  more  of  religion  among  us 
now  than  there  ever  was  before  the  change,  and  particularly  in 
the  sect  which  enjoyed  the  legal  patronage.  This  proves  rather 
more  than  that  the  law  In  not  necessary  to  the  support  of  re- 
ligion. 

With  such  a  public  opinion,  it  may  be  expected  that  a  Uni- 
versity, with  the  feature  peculiar  to  ourB.  will  succeed  here  if 
any  where.  Some  of  the  clergy  did  not  fall  to  arraign  the  pe- 
culiarity; but  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  had  an  eye  to  the 
chance  of  introducing  their  own  creed  into  the  profes.^or's  chair. 
A  late  resolution  for  establishing  an  Episcopal  school  within 
the  College  of  William  and  Mary,  though  in  a  very  guarded 
manner,  drew  immediate  animadversions  from  the  press,  which, 
if  they  have  not  put  an  end  to  the  project,  are  a  proof  of  what 
would  follow  such  an  experiment  in  the  University  of  the  State, 
endowed  and  supported,  as  this  will  be,  altogether  by  the  pub- 
lic authority  and  at  the  common  expense. 

I  know  not  whence  the  rumour  sprang  of  my  being  engaged 
in  a  political  History  of  our  Country.  Sucli  a  task,  could  I 
presume  on  a  capacity  for  it,  belongs  to  those  who  have  more 
time  Itofore  fhem  than  the  remnant  to  which  mine  is  limited. 

On  reviewing  my  political  papers  and  correspondence,  I  find 
much  that  may  deserve  to  be  put  into  a  proper  state  for  preserva- 
tion; and  some  things  that  may  not,  in  equal  amplitude^  be  found 
elsewhere.  The  case  is  doubtless  the  same  with  other  individ- 
uals, whose  public  lives  have  extended  through  the  same  long 
and  pregnant  period.  It  has  been  the  misfortune  of  history, 
that  a  personal  knowledge  and  an  impartial  judgment  of  things 
rarely  meet  in  the  historian.  The  best  history  of  our  Country, 
therefore,  must  be  the  fruit  of  contributions  bequeathed  by  co- 
temporary  actors  and  witnesses  to  successors  who  will  make 
an  unbiassed  use  of  them.     And  if  the  abundance  and  authen- 
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ticity  of  tlie  materials  whicli  8till  exist  in  the  private  as  well  as 
public  repositories  among  us  should  ilc?ccnd  to  liamls  capaVilo 
of  doing  justice  to  them,  tlie  American  History  may  be  expected 
to  contain  more  truth,  and  lessons  certainly  not  less  vakable, 
than  those  of  any  Country  or  age. 

I  have  been  so  unlucky  as  not  yet  to  have  received  the  Num- 
bers of  the  North  Ariicrican  Review,  %viitten  for  the 
I  expect  them  every  moment,  but  the  delay  has  deprived  me  as 
yet  of  the  criticism  in  that  work  on  your  brotfjer's  book. 

The  difference  to  which  you  allude  between  tlic  profits  of  au- 
thorship in  England  and  in  the  United  Stat-es  is  very  striking. 
It  proceeds,  mainly,  no  doubt,  from  tlie  difference  of  the  area 
over  which  the  population  is  spread,  and  of  the  manner  in  whi-ch 
the  aggregate  wealth  is  distributed  in  the  two  Countries-  The 
number  of  people  in  this  is  perhaps  equal  to  tliat  in  Enprland, 
and  the  number  of  readers  of  popular  works,  at  least,  probably 
not  less,  if  not  greater.  But  in  their  scattered  situation  here, 
they  are  with  more  difEeuHy  supplied  with  new  publications 
than  wlien  they  arc  condensed  within  an  easy  reach  of  them; 
and  where,  indeed,  a  vast  proportion,  being  in  the  Metropolis, 
are  on  the  same  spot  with  the  printing  offices.  But  the  unequal 
divisions  of  wealth  in  England  enters  mucli  into  the  advantage 
given  there  to  authors  and  editors.  With  us  there  arc  more 
readers  than  buyers  of  books.  In  England,  there  are  more 
buyers  than  readers.  Hence  those  gorgeous  editions  which  are 
destined  to  sleep  in  the  private  libraries  of  the  rich,  whose  van- 
ity aspires  to  that  species  of  furniture;  or  who  give  that  turn 
to  their  public  spirit  and  patronage  of  letters. 

Whatever  may  be  the  present  obst^icles  to  the  diffusion  of 
literature  in  our  Country,  it  is  a  consolation  that  its  growing 
improvements  are  daily  diminishing  them;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  individuals  are  seen  making  generous  efforts  to  overcome 
them. 
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TO  J.  MAURY. 

MoNTPSLLiEB,  March  24,  1823. 

D"*  Sir, — The  speech  of  the  Frencli  King  breatliing  war 
against  Spain  has  just  made  its  appearance.  Your  own  bosom 
will  inform  you  of  the  sensation  produced  here  by  such  a  cru- 
sade, on  the  avowed  principle  that  nations  have  no  title  to  their 
liberty,  but  from  the  free  gift  of  an  individual  with  a  crown  on 
his  head;  no  matter  how  he  came  by  it,  nor  what  sort  of  a  head 
it  may  cover.  There  is  not  a  little  impatience  to  learn  the 
course  of  the  British  Government  at  such  a  crisis.  Its  weight 
must  be  great  into  whatever  scale  it  may  be  put;  and  the  effect 
even  great,  should  it  be  withheld  from  both  scales.  If  the  pub- 
lic sympathies  should  give  the  impulse  to  the  Cabinet,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  conspiring  against  the  Independence  of  Spain  would 
be  the  road  to  its  object,  strewed  with  difficulties  not  counted 
on.  There  have  been  British  statesmen  who  would  place  the 
glory  of  their  Country  in  promoting  free  Government  every 
where.  There  have  [been]  some,  also,  whom  we  have  seen  cal- 
lous to  so  exalted  a  policy.  From  which  of  the  two  examples 
the  present  leaders  will  take  counsel,  will  probably,  by  this  time, 
be  known  on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic. 


TO  DR.   MORSE. 

March  28, 182S. 
Queries, 

1.  Do  the  planters  generally  live  on  their  own  estates? 

2.  Docs  a  planter  with  ten  or  fifteen  slaves  T^mploy  an  over- 
looker, or  does  he  overlook  his  slaves  himself? 

3.  Obtain  estimates  of  the  culture  of  Sugar  and  Cotton,  to 
show  what  difference  it  makes  where  the  planter  resides  on  his 
estate,  or  where  he  employs  attorneys,  overlookers,  &c. 

4.  Is  it  a  common  or  general  practice  to  mortgage  slave  es- 
tates? 
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5,  Arc  sales  of  slave  estates  very  frequent  under  executioo 
for  debt,  and  what  proportion  of  tlio  whole  may  be  thus  sold 
annually? 

f>.  Does  the  Planter  possess  the  power  of  selling  the  different 
branches  of  a  family  separate? 

7.  When  tlie  prices  of  produce,  Cotton,  Sugar,  <fec.,  are  higlj, 
do  the  Planters  purchase,  instead  of  raising,  their  corn  and  other 
provisions? 

8.  When  the  prices  of  produce  are  low,  do  they  then  raise 
their  own  corn  and  other  provisions? 

9.  Do  the  negroes  fare  better  when  the  Corn,  &c,,  is  raised 
upon  their  master's  estate,  or  when  he  buys  it? 

10.  Do  the  tobacco  planters  in  America  ever  bay  their  own 
Corn  or  other  food,  or  do  they  always  raise  it? 

II*  If  they  always,  or  mostly,  raise  it,  can  any  other  reason 
be  given  for  the  difference  of  the  system  pursued  by  them  and 
that  pursued  by  the  Sugar  and  Cotton  planters  than  that  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco  is  less  profitable  than  that  of  Cotton  or 
Sugar? 

12*  Do  any  of  the  Planters  manufacture  the  packages  for  their 
produce,  or  the  clothing  for  their  negroes?  and  if  they  do,  are 
their  negroes  better  clothed  than  when  clothing  is  purchased? 

13.  Where,  and  by  whom,  is  the  Cotton  bagging  of  tlie  Bra- 
zils made?  is  it  principally  made  by  free  men  or  slaves? 

14*  Is  it  the  general  system  to  employ  the  negroes  in  task 
work,  or  by  the  day? 

15.  How  many  hours  are  they  generally  at  work  in  the  former 
case?  how  many  in  the  latter?  Which  system  is  generally  pre- 
ferred by  the  master?  which  by  the  slaves? 

10.  Is  it  common  to  allow  them  a  certain  portion  of  time  in- 
stead of  their  allowance  of  provisions?  In  this  case,  how  much 
is  allowed?  Where  the  slaves  have  the  option,  which  do  they 
generally  choose?  On  whicli  system  do  the  slaves  look  the  best, 
and  acquire  the  most  comforts? 

17.  Arc  there  many  small  plantations  where  the  owners  pos- 
sess only  a  few  slaves?  What  proportion  of  the  whole  may  be 
Bupposed  to  be  held  in  this  way? 
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18.  Id  such  cases,  are  the  slaves  treated  or  almost  considered 

a  part  of  tlie  family? 

19.  Do  the  slaves  fare  the  best  when  their  situations  and  that 
of  tlie  master  are  brought  nearest  together? 

20.  Ill  what  state  arc  the  slaves  as  to  religion  or  religions 
instruction? 

21.  Is  it  common  for  the  slaves  to  be  regularly  married? 

22.  If  a  man  forms  on  attachment  to  a  woman  on  a  different 
or  distant  plantation,  is  it  the  general  practice  for  some  accom- 
modation to  take  place  between  the  owners  of  tlie  man  and 
woman,  so  that  they  may  live  together? 

23.  In  the  United  States*  of  America,  the  slaves  are  found  to 
increase  at  about  the  rate  of  3  ^  cent  ^  annum.  Does  the 
same  take  j>lace  in  other  places?  Give  a  census,  if  such  is  taken. 
Show  what  cause  contributes  to  this  increase,  or  what  prevents 
it  where  it  does  not  take  place. 

24.  Obtain  a  variety  of  estimates  from  the  Planters  of  the 
cost  of  bringing  up  a  child,  and  at  what  age  it  becomes  a  clear 
gain  to  its  owner. 

25.  Obtain  information  respecting  the  comparative  cheapness 
of  cultivation  by  slaves  or  by  free  men. 

26.  Is  it  common  for  the  free  blacks  to  labour  in  the 
field? 

27.  Where  the  labourers  consist  of  free  blacks  and  of  white., 
men,  what  are  the  relative  prices  of  their  labour  when  employedj 
about  the  same  work  ? 

28.  What  is  the  proportion  of  free  blacks  and  slaves? 

29.  Is  it  considered  that  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
free  blacks  to  slaves  increases  or  diminishes  the  danger  of  in- 
surrection? 

30.  Are  the  free  blacks  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  Conn- 
try,  and  do  they  and  the  Creoles  preclude  the  necessity  of  Eu- 
ropean troops? 

31.  Do  the  free  blacks  appear  to  consider  themselves  as  more 
closely  connected  with  the  slaves  or  with  the  white  population? 
and  in  cases  of  insurrection,  with  which  have  they  generally 
taken  part? 
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32*  What  13  their  general  character  with  respect  to  industry 
and  order,  as  compared  witli  that  of  tbe  slaves? 

33.  Are  there  any  instaaces  of  emancipation  in  particular  es- 
tates, and  what  is  the  result? 

34.  Is  there  any  general  plan  of  emancipation  in  progress,  and 
what? 

35.  What  was  the  mode  and  progress  of  emajicipation  in 
those  States  in  America  where  slavery  has  ceased  to  exist? 

Hon,  Jakes  Madison^  Esq", 

New  Haven,  Mar.  14,  1823. 

Sir, — The  foregoing  was  transmitted  to  me  from  a  respecta- 
ble correspondent  in  Liverpool^  deeply  engaged  in  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade,  and  tlie  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
slaves.  If,  sir,  your  leisure  will  allow  you,  and  it  is  agreeable 
to  yon  to  furnish  brief  answers  to  these  questions,  you  will,  I 
conceive,  essentially  serve  the  cause  of  liumanity.  and  gratify 

tand  oblige  the  Society  nhove  named,  and.  Sir,  with  high  consid- 
eration  and  esteem,  your  most  ob'  serv*, 
JED'H  MORSE. 
Amwera, 

1.  Tea. 

2.  Employs  on  overseer  for  that  nojnber  of  slaves,  with  few 
exceptions, 

3.  

4.  Not  uncommonly  the  land;  sometimes  the  slaves;  very 
rarely  both  together. 

5*  The  common  law,  as  in  England,  governs  the  relation  be- 
tween land  and  debts;  slaves  are  often  sold  under  execution  for 
debt;  tlie  proportion  to  the  whole  cannot  be  great  within  a 
year,  and  varies,  of  course,  with  the  amount  of  debts  and  the 
nrgoncy  of  creditors. 

6.  Yes. 

7 — 10.  Instances  are  rare  where  the  tobacco  planters  do  not 
raise  their  own  provisions. 
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11.  Tbe  proper  comparison,  not  between  the  culture  of  to- 
bacco and  tlmt  of  sugar  and  cotton,  but  l>etwcen  eacli  of  theae 
cultures  and  that  of  provisions.  The  tobacco  planter  fiiida  it 
cheaper  to  make  thvm  a  part  of  liis  crop  than  to  buy  them. 
The  cotton  and  sugar  planters  Uy  buy  tlif^rn,  inhere  this  is  the 
case,  than  to  raise  thcin.  The  term,  cheaper,  embracer  the  com- 
parative facility  and  certainty  of  proeuring  the  supplies. 

12.  Generally  best  elnthed  when  from  the  household  rnanu* 
factnres,  wlueli  arc  increa,sing. 

14,  15.  Slaves  seldom  employed  in  regular  task  work,  Tliey 
prefer  it  only  when  rewarded  with  the  surplus  time  gained  by 
their  industry, 

16.  Not  the  practice  to  substitute  an  allowance  of  time  for 
the  allowance  of  provisions. 

17.  Very  many»  and  increasing  with  the  progrcji^ivc  subdi- 
visions of  property;  tbe  proportiou  cannot  be  stated. 

18, 19,  Tbe  fewer  the  slaves,  and  tbe  fewer  the  holders  of  \ 
slaves,  the  greater  the  indulgence  and  familiarity.  In  districls 
composing  [comprising?]  large  masses  of  slaves  there  is  no  differ* 
ence  in  their  condition,  wliether  held  in  small  or  large  numbers, 
beyond  the  difference  in  tbe  dispositions  of  tbe  owners^  and  the 
greater  strictness  of  attention  where  tbe  number  is  greater, 

20.  There  is  no  general  system  of  religious  instruction.  There 
are  few  spots  where  religious  worsliip  is  not  within  reach,  and 
to  which  they  do  not  resort.  Many  arc  regular  members  of 
Congregations,  chiefly  Baptistj  and  some  Preachers  also,  though 
rarely  able  to  read. 

21*  Not  common;  but  the  instances  are  increasing, 

22,  The  accommodation  not  nnfrequent  where  the  planta- 
tions are  very  distant.  The  slaves  prefer  wives  on  a  different 
plantatioa,  as  affording  occasions  and  pretexts  for  going  abroad, 
and  exempting  them  on  holidays  from  a  share  of  the  little  calls 
to  which  tliose  at  liome  arc  liable. 

23.  The  remarkable  increase  of  slaves,  as  shewn  by  the  cen- 
sus, results  from  the  com|>arative  defect  of  moral  and  pruden- 
tial restraint  on  the  sexual  connexion;  and  from  the  absence, 
ftt  the  same  time,  of  that  counteracting  licentiousness  of  inter* 
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course,  of  wliich  the  worst  examples  are  to  be  traced  where  the 
African  trade,  as  in  the  West  Indies,  kept  the  number  of  females 
less  thun  of  the  males. 

24.  The  aoniml  expense  of  food  and  raiment  in  rearing  a 
child  may  be  stated  at  about  S,  9,  or  tO  dollar.^;  and  the  age 
at  which  it  begins  to  be  gainful  to  its  owner  about  9  or  10 
years. 

25.  The  practice  here  docs  not  furnish  data  for  a  comparison 
of  cheapness  between  these  two  modes  of  cultivation. 

2*1.  They  are  sometimes  hired  for  iield  labour  in  time  of  har- 
vest, and  on  other  parlicular  occasions. 

27*  The  examples  ai-e  too  few  to  Lave  established  any  such 
relative  prices, 

28.  See  the  census. 

29.  Rather  increases. 

30.  

31.  More  closely  with  the  slaveB,  and  more  likely  to  side 
yith  them  in  a  ease  of  insurrection. 

32.  Generally  idle  and  depraved;  appearing  to  retain  the 
bad  qualities  of  the  slaves,  with  whom  they  continue  to  associ- 
ate, without  acquiring  any  of  the  good  ones  of  the  whites,  from 
whom  [they]  continue  separated  hy  prejudices  against  their 
colour,  and  other  peculiaritiea. 

33.  There  are  occasional  instances  in  the  present  legal  condi- 
tion of  leaving  the  State. 

34.  None. 
35. 


J.  Madison  presents  his  respects  to  Dr.  Morse,  with  the  an- 
nexed answers  to  the  queries  accompanying  his  letter  of  the 
14th  instant,  so  far  as  tliey  were  applicable  to  this  State.  The 
answers  could  not  conveniently  be  extended  as  much  as  mighti 
perhaps,  be  desired*  Their  brevity  and  inadequacy  will  be  an 
apology  for  requesting  that,  if  any  use  be  made  of  them,  it  may 
be  done  witliout  a  reference  to  the  source  furnishing  them, 

MoNTPELUER,  Mar.  28,  1823. 
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TO  ROBEBT  MAYO  AND  WM.  R.  BARLOW. 

MoHTPBLLiiR,  March  31, 1823. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  received  the  copy  of  an  address  in  be- 
half of  the  Juvenile  Library  Company  of  Richmond,  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  forward  to  me. 

Knowledge  of  the  useful  kinds  is  so  conducive  to  individual 
and  social  happiness,  and  so  essential  to  the  form  of  Govern- 
ment most  friendly  to  botli,  that  all  the  means  of  diffusing  it 
have  their  merit.  Among  these  means,  libraries  adapted  to  the 
early  period  of  life,  and  placed  every  where  within  the  reach  of 
those  most  needing  the  instruction  and  rational  entertainment 
they  oflFcr,  are  well  entitled  to  the  persuasive  recommendation 
which  the  address  bestows  on  them.  I  wish  for  the  Institution 
in  Richmond  all  the  success  promised  by  the  laudable  activity 
of  its  founders,  and  that  it  may  be  followed  by  others  wlierever 
local  circumstances  will  admit.  The  obstacles  presented  by 
these  are  more  or  less  to  be  encountered  as  places  may  be  more 
or  less  thinly  peopled,  and  they  must  often  be  greatest  where 
the  benefit  in  view  is  most  desirable.  Much,  however,  may  be 
hoped  from  the  light  of  judicious  examples,  and  from  the  ani- 
mated efforts  they  may  inspire.  And  it  is  a  further  consolation 
that  the  facilities  resulting  from  a  concentrated  population 
must  daily  increase  with  the  growth  and  improvement  of  the 
Country. 


TO  CALEB  ATWATER. 

April,  1823. 
D*  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  March  18,  with  the 
copy  of  a  bill  providing  for  common  schools  in  Ohio. 

It  afifords  much  gratification  to  see  the  emulating  attention 
which  is  paid  to  this  vital  object  througliout  our  Country,  par- 
ticularly in  a  young  State  which  is  rising  to  such  national  im- 
portance; and  I  should  most  cheerfully  contribute  any  sugges- 
tions which  might  be  of  use  on  such  an  occasion.  But  no  course 
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occurs  to  nae  so  judicious  as  that  pursued  by  the  reporters  of 
the  bill,  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  experience  of  other 
States*,  by  adopting  a  model  sanctioned  in  its  outlines  by  more 
than  one»  and  adapting  it  to  the  local  and  other  circumstance? 
peculiar  to  their  own.  Of  these  peculiarities,  and  the  proper 
adaptations  to  them,  no  stranger  can  so  well  judo^e  as  those 
with  wliom  the  decision  lies.  With  tlie  confidence,  therefore^ 
which  is  due  to  their  superior  competency,  and  the  general  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  bill  is  planned^  I  have  onl)'  to  express  my 
wishes  that  it  may  result  in  a  system  the  best  oalrulated  to  ful- 
fil the  luudalde  views  of  the  State.  As  it  would  be  very  unfor- 
tunate that  the  valuable  fund  set  apart  by  the  National  Le^s- 
lature  in  aid  of  public  instruction  in  Ohio  should  be  in  any 
manner  frustrated,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  remedies  will  be  found 
for  the  dangers  referred  to  on  that  subject. 


TO  WILLUM  EUSTIS,  GOVERNOR   ELECT, 

MoiiTPBi.LtsR,  Mny  22,  182S. 

r*EAR  Sm, — I  received,  by  the  last  mail,  your  welcome  favor 
of  the  10th  instant.  The  newspapers  had  prepared  me  for  the 
triuujphant  vote  which  restores  a  prodigal  sister  to  the  bosom 
of  the  Republican  family,  and  evinces  a  return  of  frrateftil  feel- 
ings for  a  revolutionary  worthy.  I  congratulate  you  very  sin- 
cerely on  this  event,  with  every  wish  that  your  administration 
may  be  as  happy  to  yourself  as  T  am  confident  it  will  be  propi- 
tious to  the  welfare  of  those  who  have  called  you  into  it;  and  I 
may  add,  of  those  who  resisted  the  call.  The  people  are  now 
able  every  where  to  compare  the  principles  and  policy  of  those 
who  have  borne  the  name  of  Republicans  or  Democrats  with 
the  career  of  the  adverse  party;  and  to  see  and  feel  tliat  the  for- 
mer are  as  much  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  Nation  and 
the  genius  of  the  Government  as  the  latter  was  at  variance 
with  both. 

A  great  effort  has  been  made  by  the  fallen  party  to  proclaim 
and  eulogize  an  amalgamation  of  political  sentiments  and  views. 
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Who  could  be  duped  by  it,  when  unmasked  by  the  electioneer- 
ing violence  of  the  party  where  strong,  and  intriguea  where 
w^eak  ? 

The  effort  has  been  carried  even  farther.  It  has  been  asserted 

that  the  Ropti1>licans  liave  almndoned  their  cause,  aud  gone  over 
to  tlie  policy  of  their  opponents.  Here  the  effort  equally  fails. 
It  is  true,  that  uudor  a  great  change  of  foreign  circunij^tances, 
and  with  a  doabled  populalion,  aud  more  than  doubled  re- 
sources,  the  Republican  ]>arty  lias  been  reconciled  to  certain 
measures  and  ari'angements,  which  may  bo  as  proper  now  as 
they  were  premature  and  guspicioua  when  urged  by  the  cham* 
pions  of  Federalism.  But  they  overlook  the  overlicariug  and 
vindictive  spirit,  the  Apocryphal  doctrines  and  rasli  projects, 
whicli  stamped  on  Federalism  its  distinctive  character;  and 
which  are  so  much  in  contrast  with  the  unnssuuiiug  and  an- 
avenging  spirit  whieh  has  marked  tliC  Uopnblican  ascendency. 

There  lias  been,  in  fact,  a  deep  distinction  between  the  two 
parties,  or,  rather,  between  the  mass  of  the  Nation  and  the  part 
of  it  wliich^  for  a  time,  got  possession  nf  the  Government.  The 
distinction  has  its  origin  in  the  confidence  of  the  former  in  the 
rapacity  of  mankind  for  self-government,  and  in  a  distrust  of  it 
by  tlte  other,  or  by  its  leaders;  and  is  tlic  key  to  many  of  the 
phenomena  presented  by  our  political  history.  In  all  free 
countries,  somewhat  of  tliis  distinction  must  l>e  looked  for;  but 
it  can  never  be  dangerous  in  a  welbinformed  comnionitv  and  a 
well-constructed  Government;  both  of  which,  I  trust,  will  be 
found  to  be  the  happy  lot  of  the  United  States.  The  wrong 
paths  into  which  the  fathers  may  stray  will  warn  the  sons  into 
the  right  one;  according  to  the  example  under  your  own  eye. 
which  has  touched  your  heart  with  such  appropriate  feelings.  -^ 

As  you  say  nothing  of  the  state  of  your  health,  I  flutter  my* 
eelf  it  has  undergone  no  unfavorable  cliange,  and  that  it  will 
more  than  suffice  for  tiie  labor  thrown  on  your  hands.  Mrs.  M-, 
who  shares  largely  in  the  gratilleation  afforded  by  your  letter. 
joins  in  this,  and  in  every  other  wish  that  can  express  an  affcc* 
tionate  esteem  for  yourself  and  Mrs.  Eustis. 


Id23. 


LETTEES, 


319 


TO  EDWABD   COLES. 

MoNTPEi^LiKB,  May  23f!,  1823, 

Mr  DEAR  Sib, — I  Imvo  received  yours  of  April  25,  ami  lose 
no  time  in  acknowledging  it 

If  the  ConiititiUion  does  not  autborise,  or  practical  objections 
forbid,  a  call  of  the  Senate  by  the  Govonior^  it  wouhl  i^oem 
proper,  in  the  case  stated,  that  he  should  give  effect  to  tlic  law 
hj  appointing  the  necessary  officer,  and  laying  the  proceed iiig, 
with  tlje  groiuula  of  it,  before  the  Legislature,  in  eoufidence  Miat 
if  any  validating  act  be  deemed  necesj^ary,  it  will  not  be  with- 
lield, 

I  am  no  friend  to  forced  or  strained  constructions  of  a  Con- 
stitution  for  enlarging  power,  whether  in  one  or  another  De- 
partment of  the  Government.  But  where  the  object  is  htflispu' 
iahltj  the  public  good,  and  teiiaudy  within  the  iiolicy  of  the  con- 
stitutional provision,  a  less  strict  rule  of  interpretation  must  he 
admitted.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  tiie  framcrs  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  authorising  the  Governor  alone  to  fill  vacancies  du- 
ring the  recess  of  the  Senate,  meant  to  guard  against  delays  and 
failures  in  the  execution  of  the  laws.  It  is  highly  reasoDable, 
therefore,  that  in  expounding  tlic  phraseology  used,  this  ac- 
knowledged and  necessary  end  should  be  kept  in  view*  Under 
the  Federal  Government,  vacancies,  not  strictly  arising  or  hap- 
pening, but  e-xisdnff  only,  have  been  tilled  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate;  as  where  a  person  not  known  to  be  deiid  had  lieen 
appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  &c.^  &c.  It  is  probable 
that  the  practice  in  other  States  may  furnislj  cases  analogous  to 
yours.  It  might  be  worth  your  wiiile  to  procure  from  some  of 
your  friends  at  Washington,  before  your  Legislature  raect^,  a 
list  of  the  cases  of  Executive  appointments  to  vacancies  not  lit- 
erally arising  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate;  and,  as  far  as  you 
can»  like  information  from  the  other  States  whose  Constitutions 
are  such  as  to  render  applicable  examples  probable. 
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TO  FRANCIS  PRESTON. 

MoNTPiLLiiR,  Jane  2d,  1823. 

Dear  Sir, — T  received,  by  the  last  mail,  yours  of  May  15; 
and  I  cannot  but  express  my  regret  that  any  controversy  should 
have  arisen  as  to  the  distribution  of  the  laurels  gained  in  the 
memorable  battle  of  King's  Mountain,  where  enough  were  gained 
for  all  the  heroes  of  the  achievement. 

I  was  not  what  you  suppose  I  was,  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  State,  either  at  the  date  of  the  battle,  or  when  the  vote  of  the 
Legislature  passed  in  honor  of  Col.  Campbell.  I  had  been,  a 
considerable  time  before,  appointed  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  in 
which  I  was  then  attending  at  Philadelphia.  I  had,  of  course, 
no  opportunity  of  knowing  more  on  tlie  subject  than  was  pub- 
licly known:  and  I  recollect  only  the  universal  impression,  that 
the  victory  was  as  critical  for  the  public  affairs  as  it  was  bril- 
liant for  those  concerned  in  it;  the  officer  commanding  being,  as 
usual,  spoken  of  with  the  distinction  appertaining  to  his  rank. 


TO  PRESIDENT  MONROE. 

MoNTPBLLiBS,  Jane  9, 1823. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Morris,  who  was  employed  for  several  years 
on  a  confidential  mission  to  Spain,  observes  to  me  that  in  exe- 
cuting the  trust  he  incurred  expenses,  particularly  in  being 
transferred  from  Cadiz  to  Madrid,  during  his  residence  at  the 
latter  place,  which,  in  the  then  circumstances  of  Spain,  were 
great  beyond  foresight;  and,  moreover,  in  providing  a  clerk,  for 
whose  ser\ncea  ho  had  occasion;  and  he  wishes  me,  as  he  re- 
ceived his  appointment  and  performed  its  duties  whilst  I  was  in 
the  Administration,  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  reasonableness 
of  these  items  in  his  account  with  the  public.  But,  as  I  possess 
no  information  derived  from  my  situation  when  it  was  official, 
nor  any  means  of  forming  an  equitable  estimate  of  special  allow- 
ances in  the  case  not  possessed  by  those  in  office,  I  cannot  be 
unaware  that  my  opinion  would  not  be  entitled  to  the  consider- 
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ation  Mr.  Morris  supposes.  Wliat  I  may  say  without  impro- 
priety iSj  that  ill  every  thing  depending  on  personal  confidence, 
I  cheerfully  bear  my  testimony  to  the  claim  given  to  him  by  the 
intelligence,  the  integrity,  and  the  respectability  belonging  to 
bis  character. 


TO  GOTEBNOE  EUSTTS. 

MojiTPiLLiBBf  June  It.  1823. 

Bear  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant. 
I  had  previously  received,  under  your  bhink  cover,  a  printed 
copy  of  your  address  to  the  Legislature,  in  which  your  pen  has 
done  justice  to  tlie  elevated  devotion  to  tlie  public  interest 
which  it  bad  to  express. 

The  coup  de  grace  which  the  address  gives  to  the  factious  as- 
cendency, 80  long  forming  a  cloud  over  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, could  not  fiiil  to  pierce  the  coni^ciences  of  the  guilty,  and 
inflame  their  angry  passions.  It  was  to  he  looked  for,  also,  tlmt 
among  the  innocent  some  sympathy  might  be  indulged  toward 
the  sufferers,  however  just  the  punishment  inilietcd  on  them. 
The  guilty t  however,  are,  probably,  forever  disarmed,  and  the 
feelings  of  the  misguided  may  bo  expected  soon  to  take  a  turn, 
which  will  be  promoted  hy  the  frank  and  generous  course  of 
which  a  presage  is  given  in  the  merited  triljutes  to  your  imme- 
diate predecessor.  It  is  not  for  those  at  a  distance  to  decide 
on  the  precise  form  and  tone  wliich  may  best  adapt  wholesome 
lessons  to  the  sUxte  of  things  on  the  spot*  But  tliere  can  be  no 
risk  of  error  in  saying,  tliat  the  criminal  conduct  which  you 
have  portrayed  and  denounced  is  reviewed  with  such  indignant 
disgust  throughout  tlje  nation,  Ibat  the  predominant  feeling  will 
ratify  the  monitory  stigma  fixed  on  deserters,  above  all,  impen- 
itent deserters,  of  their  Country's  cause.  This  disgust  could 
not  be  less  than  it  is  when  the  insurrectional  spirit  and  uncon- 
stitutional extension  of  State  powers  displayed  by  the  party  ou 
their  latter  career  is  contrasted  with  their  doctrines  of  passive 
obedience,  and  their  over*s trained  interpretation  of  the  Consti- 
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tntional  text  in  favor  of  the  General  Government,  when  that 
Government  was  regarded  as  in  their  own  hands. 

I  learn  witli  much  pleasure  that  your  general  health  is  good, 
and  cannot  but  hope,  that  in  spite  of  the  enigmatical  symptoms 
you  occasionally  experience,  yon  may  live  to  enjoy  and  to  nour- 
ish the  resuscitated  patriotism  which  has  placed  you  in  a  situ- 
ation to  do  both.  It  is  right,  nevertheless,  in  every  situation, 
and  especially  at  our  ages,  to  look  to  the  event  which  awaits  us 
all;  and  if  ready  for  it,  its  suddenness  cannot  be  an  evil.  The 
excision  of  life  is  a  painful  operation,  and  the  more  quickly  it  is 
performed  the  better  for  the  patient. 

The  kind  sentiments  which  your  letter  breathes  are  truly 
grateful  to  me,  because  I  am  sure  of  their  sincerity,  and  because 
they  arc  from  a  source  that  gives  real  value  to  them.  With 
equal  sincerity,  I  pray  you  to  be  assured  of  my  best  wishes  for 
every  thing  that  can  contribute  to  your  happiness.  In  these 
wishes  Mrs.  M.  joins  me;  as  I  do  in  all  hers  in  behalf  of  Mrs. 
Eustis. 


TO  W.   H.   SUMNER. 

JcNR  20,  1823. 

J.  Madison  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Sumner,  with  thanks 
for  the  copy  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  "importance  of 
militia." 

The  views  of  the  subject  which  are  taken  in  the  letter  are 
very  interesting,  and,  as  illustrated  by  the  experience  of  Massa- 
chusetts, particularly  worthy  of  attention.  As  auxiliary  to  a 
regular  force  in  time  of  war,  and  a  substitute  for  a  large  one  in 
a  state  of  peace,  a  disciplined  militia  forms  an  essential  part  of 
a  Republican  system;  it  being  certain  that  liberty  cannot  be  safe 
with  powerful  standing  armies;  and  that  without  an  effective 
militia  the  danger  of  such  armies  cannot  be  precluded. 
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TO   THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

MoKTPEUJVB,  Juno  27,  1S2'3. 

Dear  Sra, — I  rctDrn  the  copy  of  yoiir  letter  to  Judge  J<»liii* 

son  inclosed  in  your  favor  of  the instant.     Your  state* 

nient  relating  to  tlie  farewell  ndilress  of  General  Wasliington  is 
Bttbstantiatly  correct.  If  tfierc  he  any  eirenmstantial  iiuiccu- 
racy,  it  ia  in  imputing  to  biui  inoro  agency  in  composing  the 
document  than  lie  |>robnhly  hnd.  Taking  for  granted  that  it 
was  drawn  up  by  IlamiUoii,  the  best  conjecture  in,  thni  the  (Jen- 
eral  put  into  his  hands  liis  own  letter  to  me  soggesting  his  gen- 
eral ideas,  with  the  paper  prepared  hy  me  in  conformity  with 
thera;  and  if  he  varied  tlie  draught  of  Hamilton  at  all,  it  was  by 
a  few  verbal  or  qualifying  amendments  only.-  It  is  very  in- 
considerate in  the  fjiends  of  General  Washington  to  make  the 
merit  of  the  Address  a  question  between  him  and  Col.  Hamilton, 
and  somewhat  extraordinary,  if  countenanced  by  those  who  pos- 
sess the  files  of  the  General,  where  it  is  presumed  the  truth 
might  be  traced.  They  ought  to  claim  for  him  the  merit  only 
of  cherishing  the  principles  and  views  addressed  to  his  Conn* 
try,  and»  for  the  Address  itself,  the  weight  given  to  it  by  his 
sanction;  leaving  the  literary  merit,  whatever  it  be,  to  the 
friendly  pen  employed  on  the  occasion;  the  rather,  as  it  was 
never  understood  that  Washington  valued  himself  on  his  wri- 
ting talent,  and  no  secret  to  some  that  he  occasionally  availed 
himself  of  the  friendship  of  others  whom  he  supposed  more  prac- 
tiflcd  than  himself  in  nludied  composition*  In  a  general  view, 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Address  is  likely  to  be  presented 
to  the  public,  not  us  the  pure  legacy  of  the  Father  of  his  Coun- 
try, as  has  been  all  along  believed^  but  as  the  performance  of 
another,  held  in  different  estimation.  It  will  not  only  lose  the 
charm  of  the  name  subscribed  to  it,  but  it  will  not  be  surprising 
if  particular  passages  be  understood  in  new  senses,  and  with 

I*  These  ^pecultitioaA  of  Mr.  Mftdifton,  it  fllioiild  be  borne  in  mind,  wer^  in  ig^no- 
nmce  of  the  second  drnuq:ht  prepared  hj  Gon,  Wfti»lnngton  in  17t^G,  and  witbont 
any  knowledge  of  the  addiLionftl  facts  bron^t  to  Hgbt  by  Mr  Sparks  In  hia  edl- 
tioa  of  the  WMkington  puptjrs. 
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applications  ^^nrivod  from  the  political  doctrines  and  party  feel- 
ings of  the  flisi^overed  author. 

At  some  future  day  it  niaj  be  an  object  with  the  curious  to 
compare  the  two  iirauirhts,  made  at  difleront  epochs,  with  each 
other,  and  the  letter  of  General  Washington  with  both.  The 
comparison  will  shew  a  greater  conformity  in  the  first  with  the 
tenor  and  tone  of  the  letter  than  in  the  other;  and  the  differ- 
ence will  be  more  remarkable,  perhaps,  in  what  is  omitted,  than 
in  what  is  addf^d  in  the  Address  as  it  stjinds. 

If  the  solicitude  of  General  Washington's  connexions  be  such 
08  is  represented,  I  foresee  that  I  shall  share  their  displeasure, 
if  |>nblic  use  be  made  of  what  passed  between  him  and  me  at 
the  approaching  expiration  of  his  first  term.  Although  it  be 
impossible  to  question  the  facts,  I  may  be  charged  witli  indeli- 
cacy, if  not  breach  of  confidence,  in  making  them  known;  and 
the  irritation  will  be  the  greater  if  the  autliorship  of  tlie  Ad- 
dress continue  to  be  clainjed  for  the  signer  of  it,  since  the  call 
on  me  on  one  occai^ion  wilt  favor  the  allegation  of  a  call  on  an- 
other on  another  occasion.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Judge 
will  not  understand  your  communication  as  intended  for  the 
new  work  he  has  in  hand,  I  do  not  know  that  your  statement 
would  justify  all  the  complaint  its  public  appearance  might 
liring  on  me;  but  there  certainly  was  a  species  of  confidence  at 
the  fime  in  what  passed  forbidding  publicity,  at  least  till  the 
lapse  of  time  sliould  wear  out  the  seal  on  it,  and  the  truth  of 
history  should  put  in  a  fair  claim  to  such  disclosures. 

I  wish  the  rather  that  the  Judge  may  be  put  on  his  guard, 
because,  with  all  his  good  qualities,  he  has  been  betrayed  into 
errors  which  i^haw  that  his  discretion  is  not  always  awake.  A 
remarkable  instance  is  his  ascribing  to  Governeur  Morris  the 
Newburg  letters  written  by  Armstrong,  which  has  drawn  from 
the  latter  a  corrosive  attack,  whit^h  must  pain  his  feelings,  if  it 
should  not  affect  his  standing  with  the  public.  Another  appears 
in  a  stroke  at  Judge  Cooper,  in  a  letter  to  the  Education  Com- 
mittee in  Kentucky,  which  has  phinged  him  into  an  envenomed 
dispute  with  an  antagonist,  the  force  of  whose  mind  and  pen 
yon  well  know.     And  wliat  is  worse  than  all,  I  perceive  fiora 
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one  of  Cooper's  publications,  casually  falling  within  my  notice, 
tliat»  among  the  effects  of  Judge  Johnson's  excitement,  he  hat? 
Btoojied  to  invoke  the  religious  prejudices  circulated  against 
Cooper. 

Johnaon  is  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  remarks  on  the 
definition  of  parfic^^  The  radical  dijitinetioii  belween  them  has 
always  been  a  confidence  of  one  and  distrust  of  t!jc  other  as 
to  tho  capacity  of  mankind  for  pelf-government*  He  expected 
far  tno  mnch  in  requesting  a  precise  demarkation  of  the  bound- 
ary between  tlie  Federal  and  the  State  autliori Lies.  The  answer 
would  have  required  a  critical  commentary  on  the  whole  text 
of  the  Constitution.  The  two  general  canons  you  lay  down 
would  be  of  iniicli  use  in  such  a  task,  particularly  that  which 
refers  to  tlic  sense  of  the  State  Conventions,  wliose  ratifications 
alone  made  the  Constitution  what  it  is.  In  exemplifying  the 
other  canon,  there  are  more  exceptions  than  occurred  to  you  of 
cases  in  which  the  Federal  jurisdiction  is  extended  to  controver- 
sies between  citizens  of  tlie  same  State.  To  mention  one  only: 
in  cases  arising  under  a  bankrupt  law,  there  is  no  distinction 
l)etween  those  to  which  citizens  of  the  same  and  of  difi'crent 
States  are  parties. 

But  after  sarmounting  the  difficulty  in  tracing  the  boundary 
between  the  General  and  State  Uovernments,  the  problem  re- 
mains for  maintaining  it  in  practice,  particularly  in  cases  of 
Judicial  cognisance.  To  refer  every  new  point  of  disagreement 
to  the  people  in  Conventions  would  be  a  process  too  tardy,  too 
troublesome,  and  too  expensive;  besides  its  tendency  to  lessen 
a  salutary  veneration  for  an  Instrument  so  often  calling  for 
such  explanatory  interpositions,  A  paramount,  or  even  a  defin- 
itive, authority  in  the  individual  States  would  soon  make  the 
Constitution  and  laws  different  in  different  Slates,  and  thus  de- 
Btroy  that  equality  and  imiformity  of  rights  and  duties  which 
form  the  essence  of  the  compact;  to  say  nothing  of  the  oppor- 
tunity given  to  the  States  individually  of  involving  by  their  de- 
eisions  the  whole  Union  in  foreign  contests.  To  leave  conlliet- 
ing  decisions  to  be  settled  between  the  Judicial  parties  could 
not  promise  a  happy  result.     The  end  must  be  a  trial  of  strength 
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between  the  poase  headed  by  the  marshal  and  the  posse  headed 
by  the  sheriff.     Nor  would  the  iasne  be  safe  if  left  to  a  compro- 

niise  between  the  two  Governmcntg;  the  case  of  a  disagreemetit 
between  different  rjovernmeiiti^  being  essontiully  different  from 
a  disagreement  between  branches  of  the  same  Government.  In 
ttio  In  f tor  ease,  nciljier  parlr  being  able  to  consummate  its  will 
witlHjnt  tlie  concurrence  of  the  otiicr,  there  is  a  necefisity  on 
both  to  consult  and  to  accommodate.  Not  so  with  different 
Governments,  each  jjossesFing  evrry  branch  of  power  necessary 
to  carry  its  purpose  into  compleat  effect.  It  Iiere  becomes  a 
question  between  Independent  Natinns»  with  no  other  dernier 
resort  than  physical  force.  Negotiation  might,  indeed,  in  some 
instances,  avoid  this  extremity;  but  Ijow  ofteii  would  it  happen. 
among  so  many  States,  that  an  unaccommodatiug  spirit  in  some 
woold  render  that  resource  unavailing? 

We  arrive  at  the  agitated  question,  whether  tlie  Judicial  au- 
thority of  the  United  States  be  tlie  Constitutional  regort  for 
determining  the  line  between  the  federal  and  State  jurlsdietions. 
Believing^  a^  I  do,  that  the  General  Convention  regarded  ft 
provision  within  the  Constitution  for  deciding  in  a  j>eaceable 
and  regular  mode  all  cases  arising  in  the  course  of  its  opera- 
tion as  essential  to  an  adequate  system  of  Government;  that  it 
intended  the  an  then  ty  vested  in  the  Judicial  Department  tis  a 
final  resort,  in  relation  to  the  StatcB,  for  cases  resulting  to  it  in 
the  exercise  of  its  functions,  (the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
chosen  by  tlic  State  Legislatures,  in  apfw^inting  the  Judges,  and 
the  oaths  and  official  tenures  of  these,  with  the  surveillance  of 
public  opinion,  l>eing  relied  on  as  guarantying  their  impartial* 
ity:)  and  that  tiiis  intention  is  expressed  by  t!»e  articles  declar- 
ing that  the  federal  Constitution  and  laws  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  that  the  Judicial  [lower  of  the  United 
States  shall  extend  to  all  cases  arising  under  them:  Believing, 
moreover,  that  this  was  the  prevailing  view  of  the  subject  when 
the  Constitution  was  adopted  and  put  into  ex<^;ution;  that  it 
has  so  continued  through  the  long  period  which  has  elapsed; 
and  that  even  at  this  time  an  appeal  to  a  national  decision 
would  prove  that  no  general  change  has  taken  place:  Thus  be- 
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lieving,  I  have  never  yielded  my  original  opinion,  indicated  in 
the  "Federalist,"  N**  39,  to  tbe  ingenious  reasonings  of  CoK 
Taylor  against  this  construction  of  the  Constitution. 

I  am  not  unaware  that  the  Judiciary  career  has  not  corres- 
ponded with  what  was  anticipated.  At  one  period,  the  Judges 
perverted  tlie  Bench  of  Justice  into  a  roi^iirum  for  parti j^an  ha- 
rangues. And  latterly^  the  Court,  by  some  of  its  decisions,  still 
more  by  extra-judicial  reasonings  and  dida,  has  manifested  a 
projientiity  to  enlarge  the  general  in  derogation  of  the  local,  and 
to  amplify  its  own  jurisdiction,  which  has  justly  incurred  the 
public  censure*  But  the  abuse  of  a  trust  does  not  disprove  its 
existence.  And  if  no  remedy  of  the  abuse  be  practicable  under 
the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  I  should  prefer  a  resort  to  the 
nation  for  an  amendment  of  the  tribun«l  itself  to  continual  ap- 
peals from  its  controverted  decisions  to  that  ultimate  arbiter. 

In  the  year  1821,  I  was  engaged  in  a  correspondence  with 
Judge  Roane,  which  grew  out  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Having  said  so  much  lierc,  I  will 
send  you  a  copy  of  my  letters  to  him  as  soon  as  I  can  have  a 
legible  one  made,  that  a  fuller  view  of  my  ideas  wiili  respect  to 
them  may  be  before  you. 

I  agree  entirely  with  you  on  the  suliject  of  seriotim  opinions 
by  the  Judges,  which  you  have  placed  in  so  strong  a  light  in 
your  letter  to  Judge  Johnson,  whose  example,  it  seems,  is  in  fa- 
vor of  the  practice.  An  argument  addressed  to  others,  all  of 
whose  dislikes  to  it  are  not  known,  may  be  a  delicate  experi- 
ment. My  particular  connexion  with  Judge  Todd,  whom  I  ex- 
pect to  see,  may  tempt  me  to  touch  on  the  sulvject;  and,  if  en- 
couraged, to  present  views  of  it  which,  through  him,  may  find 
the  way  to  his  intimates. 

In  turning  over  some  bundles  of  pamphlets,  I  met  with  sev- 
eral copies  of  a  very  small  one,  which,  at  the  desire  of  my  polit- 
ical  associates,  I  threw  out  in  1795.  As  \t  relates  to  the  state 
of  parties,  I  inclose  a  copy.  It  had  the  advantage  of  being 
written  with  the  suliject  full  and  fresh  in  my  mind,  and  the  dis- 
advantage of  [being]  hurried,  at  the  close  of  a  fatiguing  session 
of  Congress,  by  an  impatience  to  return  liome,  from  which  I 
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Tras  detained  by  timt  job  only.    The  temper  of  the  pamphlet 
is  explained,  if  not  excused,  by  the  excitements  of  the  period. 


TO   CAPTAINS  PAN-NILL,   M^'RAE,   AND  POLLABD. 

MoBTPiLLTiB,  Juae  28)  \S2^ 

Gentlemen, — T  received  last  evening  your  letter  of  the  17, 
inviting  my  participation  with  the  Volunteers  of  Petersburg  in 
celebrating  the  National  anniversary  approaching. 

Several  causes  nnite  in  putting  it  out  of  my  power  to  comply 
with  the  invitation.  But  I  beg  the  volunteers  to  be  assured 
that  I  feel  all  the  value  given  to  it  by  the  motives  and  the  quar- 
ter from  wliicli  it  proceeds.  The  conduct  of  tfie  gallant  band 
binder  that  name  iu  the  late  war  has  a  marked  place  in  the  re- 
cords of  patriotism;  and  1  should  gladly  join  in  a  libation  to 
them  on  a  day  witli  which  every  thing  inspired  by  love  of  coun- 
try is  congenial.  At  this  distance,  I  can  only  express  the  grate- 
ful respect  I  retain  for  them,  and  offer  the  good  wishes  to  which 
they  are  so  well  entitled. 


TO  JOHN   BRANNAN. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th,  with  the  volume  con- 
taining tlie  official  letters  of  the  military  and  naval  officers  du- 
ring the  late  war;  in  payment  for  which  a  note  of  $5  is  inclosed. 

I  take  for  granted  that  the  collection  is  Bufficicntly  full  to 
give  to  such  a  publication  its  proper  value.  It  is  due  to  the 
men  who  have  given  such  noble  examples  for  future  emulation, 
to  the  Country  boasting  them,  and  to  all  to  whom  such  docu- 
ments may  be  objects  of  patriotic  curiosity,  or  materials  for  his- 
torical or  other  use,  tliat  they  should  be  put  into  the  best  forms 
for  preservation,  and  into  situations  diffusively  accessible.  I 
wish,  therefore,  that  the  fruit  of  your  labours  may  be  in  such 
demand  for  public  and  private  libraries,  that  you  may  be  re- 
warded with  profit  as  well  as  gratification.    It  some  times  hap- 


1823* 


LETTERS. 


829 


pens  that  works  of  the  greatest  labor  and  intrinsic  value  have 
but  little  attraction  for  the  generality  of  readers,  or  may  not  be 
intended  to  be  gcnerallj  read.  Of  this  clas8  is,  in  some  degree, 
the  work  on  which  you  have  bestowed  your  time  and  pains!  In 
such  cases,  the  appeal  Is  fairly  made  for  encouragement  to  those 
who  may  be  most  sensible  that  it  is  necessary,  and  most  able  to 
afford  it. 


TO  BICHABD  BUaH. 

MoNTPELLim*  July  22(1,  1823. 

D*  Sir, — ^I  have  received  the  copy  of  the  papers  communi- 
cated to  the  British  Parliament,  which  you  were  so  good  as  to 
forward. 

The  enterprize  of  France  against  the  Spanish  Constitution, 
with  the  grounds  avowed  for  it^  has  afforded  G,  Britain  a  fine 
opportunity  for  retrieving  tlie  character  lost  by  her  abandon- 
ment of  the  people  of  the  Continent  after  tlie  downfal  of  Napo- 
leon»  and  by  the  apparent  sympathy  of  lior  Government  with 
the  schemes  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns  for  extinguishing  the  lights 
of  the  age,  and  fixing  barriers  against  every  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  human  race*  What  final  use  will  be  made  of 
the  opportunity  is  yet  to  be  seen.  Tlie  documents  exhibited  by 
the  Cabinet,  notwitlistanding  the  colourings  given  to  its  policy, 
are  not  very  promising.  Unless  its  neutrality  should  ensure  the 
forbearance  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  and  thence  give  an 
indirect  support  to  the  Spanish  patriots,  it  will,  in  effect,  be  a  la- 
tent co-operation  against  them.  And  what  lias  G.  Britain  done 
on  that  side  equivalent  to  the  part  openly  taken  by  those  great 
powers  on  the  other?  An  American  mind  naturally  retains  tlie 
impressions  made  by  tlie  orders  given  to  the  British  squadron  at 
Naples,  to  interpose  for  the  protection  of  the  Royal  family  ia 
case  the  slightest  violence  should  be  offered  to  it  by  the  people; 
whilst  no  outrages  on  the  people  from  the  Royal  tiuarter,  thougli 
backed  by  the  unlawful  intrusion  of  other  powers,  was  thought 
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to  justify  au  interference  in  their  behalf  The  same  exclusive 
patronage  of  the  Royal  pofsooages  has  shewn  itself  at  Matlrid; 
BO  tliat  neutrality,  whicli  means  impartiality  between  eontend* 
ing  nations,  admits,  between  despots  and  the  nations  ojipressed 
by  them,  a  guarantee  of  the  inTiolability  of  the  former  against 
the  latter. 

The  principles  proclaimed  by  France  ought  to  excite  univer- 
sal execration,  and  the  alarm  of  every  fi*eo  people  not  beyond 
the  reach  of  her  power  and  that  of  her  associates.  She  not 
only  ro^ivns  the  obsolete  and  impious  doctrine  of  the  divine 
right  of  Kings,  but  asserts  the  right  in  every  Government  to 
overtljrow  a  neighbouring  one  which  reproaclies  its  corruptions 
by  the  ])recedent  of  reformation.  Diit  if  the  departure  of  the 
Spanish  Government  from  the  French  model  be  a  pretext  for 
the  interposition  of  French  bnyonets,  is  not  the  pretext  sti'on- 
ger  for  Prussia,  &c.,  to  put  down  by  like  means  the  Government 
of  France,  which  is  a  far  greater  departure  from  their  models, 
and  more  obviously  fonnidal»le  to  them?  And  would  not  the 
plea  be  still  stronger  for  a  united  attack  on  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, the  mother  and  model  of  the  Representative  element 
in  the  monarchies  of  Europe?  Finally,  if  the  measure  of  their 
powers  were  co-extensive  with  tfic  scope  of  their  principles,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  as  ttie  great  departure  from 
Monarchy  and  Legitimacy,  and  tlie  example  the  most  formida- 
ble, w^ould  attract  a  crusade  as  bigoted  and  bloody  as  th© 
original  one  against  the  Saracens,  llappily,  the  example  of 
liberty  can  be  felt  through  a  space  impassable  to  the  armaments 
of  its  enemies;  and  the  latest  accounts  from  the  revolutionary 
experiments  on  foot  in  Europe  seem  to  indicate  that  a  further 
influence  of  the  example  offered  in  this  Hemisphere  is  necessary 
to  ripen  the  nations  of  the  other  for  successful  struggles  against 
their  own  prejudices  and  the  strength  of  the  oppressors. 

It  is  not  forgotten  that  the  British  Government  thought  a 
war  of  more  than  20  years  called  for  against  France  by  an 
edict,  afterwards  disavowed,  which  assumed  the  policy  of  proi>- 
agating  changes  of  Government  in  other  Countriesj  whilst  ehe 
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is  now  passive  under  an  avowal  by  France  of  a  right  to  inter- 
pose for  sudi  purposes,  ami  even  uoder  the  actual  employment 
of  her  arras  to  carry  the  riglit  into  effect. 

But  enougli,  and  more  than  enough,  of  other  Countries.  Of 
our  own,  speaking  in  general  terma,  the  tranquility  and  pros- 
perity form  a  grateful  contrast  to  the  stnie  of  Ii]urope.  There 
is  an  animated  contest  for  the  coming  vacancy  in  tlie  Presidency; 
but  it  sheds  no  blood;  it  i^hakes  no  establishments;  and  among 
the  competitors,  no  choice  can  be  made  that  would  not  sliino 
with  transcendent  lustre  among  the  intellects  that  wear  tlio 
Crowns  and  sway  the  destinies  of  the  nations  divided  from  us 
by  the  Atlantic,  There  appearii,  also,  a  very  ardent  struggle 
in  Pennsylvania  among  the  friends  of  the  two  rivals  for  the 
Chief  Magistracy  of  that  State.  On  this  point  you  probably 
have  fi'oni  others  more  information  than  I  could  give  you. 

Wliat  most  nearly  concerns  the  mass  of  the  people  is  tlie 
state  of  the  crops  and  the  prospect  of  prices.  The  former,  in 
the  wheat  country,  is  not  flattering.  The  crop,  I  believe,  will 
prove  short  of  an  average  one.  In  many  places  it  is  a  very 
oeanty  ono»  owing  principally  to  the  Hessian  fly,  but  in  part  to 
an  insect  called  from  its  smell  the  chiach-bng,  the  name  hero 
given  to  the  bed-bug.  It  attacks  the  Indian  Corn  as  well  as 
Wheat  and  the  other  small  grains,  hiding  itself  under  the  folds 
of  the  plants,  and  feeding  on  tlie  stems.  In  its  first  appcaranco 
it  is  very  minute,  and  does  not  grow  to  a  size  beyond  that  of  a 
common  ant.  It  has  wings,  but  uses  its  legs  generally.  It 
comes  to  us  from  the  South,  and  is  proceeding  Northward.  I 
do  not  know  what  technical  character  has  been  given  to  it  in 
the  school  of  natural  history;  and  the  present  being  the  first 
visits  I  have  not  seen  cnougli  of  it  to  give  more  of  a  description 
than  the  above  rude  outline.  Of  the  other  great  staples  of  ag- 
riculture, Indian  Corn,  Cotton,  and  Tobacco,  the  season  is  not 
sufficiently  advanced  to  decide  the  result.  With  respect  to 
prices,  they  will  be  regulated  by  the  demands  from  Europe, 
which  can  be  better  estimated  with  yon  than  here.  Without 
good  prices  and  good  crops  the  people  in  some  quarters  of  the 
Union  cannot  well  be  relieved  from  their  pecuniary  distresses, 
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wliich  havo  been  prolonged  by  tbe  failui-es  in  both  reepectg  sev- 
eral years  past. 

It  13  with  pleasure  I  caji  say  that  a  general  ardor  and  cninla- 
tioii  [jrcvails  in  promoting  the  several  great  objects  of  improve- 
ment on  the  face  of  our  Country,  and  in  establishing  schools 
and  seminaries  of  every  grade  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
These,  with  the  order  and  industry  which  oharaeterize  onr  jsitua- 
tiou,  are  fruits  of  our  free  and  confederal  fiystem,  which  pro- 
claim its  merits,  and  must  Bilenco  long  triumphant  nrgument  for 
hereditary  power  drawn  from  an  anarchical  tendency  ini[»uted 
to  Governments  founded  on  popular  suffrage. 

I  send  you  a  ground  plot  of  the  academic  village  bearing  the 
name  of  the  University  of  Virginia;  tliis  being  the  only  graph- 
ical view  of  it  yet  taken.  The  buildings  are  finished  for  ten 
professors  and  about  200  students.  The  Rotunda,  on  the  plan 
of  the  Pantheon^  which  will  contain  the  Library  and  rooms  for 
public  occasions,  is  but  just  commenced;  but  will  not  delay  the 
opening  of  the  Institution,  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  turns  it^ 
loans  into  gifts,  for  which  we  look  with  hope  to  its  next  session, 
and  eligible  professors  can  be  procured,  which  we  shall  spare 
no  pains  to  hasten* 


TO  GEOEOE  HAT. 

MoNTPRLLiBB^  August  23,  1823. 

Dear  Sra, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  11th,  with  the 
newspapers  containing  your  remarks  on  the  present  mode  of 
electing  a  President^  and  your  proposed  remedy  for  its  defects. 
I  am  glad  to  find  you  have  not  abandoned  your  attention  to 
great  constitutional  topics. 

The  difficulty  of  finding  an  unexceptionable  process  for  ap- 
pointing the  Executive  organ  of  a  Government  such  as  that  of 
the  United  States  was  deeply  fell  by  the  Convention;  and  as 
the  final  arrangement  of  U  took  place  in  the  latter  stage  of  the 
session^  it  was  not  exempt  from  a  degree  of  the  hurrying  influ- 
ence produced  by  fatigue  and  impatience  in  all  such  bodies, 
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tbougli  tlie  degree  was  mucli  less   than   usually  prevails  m 
them. 

Tfie  part  of  the  arrangement  whicli  casts  the  eventual  appoint- 
ment on  the  Honse  of  Representatives  voting  by  Staters  was,  as 
you  presume,  an  accommodation  to  the  anxiety  of  the  smaller 
States  for  tlieir  sovereign  equality,  and  to  the  jealousy  of  tho 
larger  towards  tho  cumulative  functions  of  the  Senate.  Tho 
agency  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was  thought  safer,  aIso» 
than  that  of  the  Senate,  on  aerotint  of  the  greater  ninnberof  its 
members.  It  might,  indeed,  happen  tliat  the  event  would  turn 
on  one  or  two  States  having  one  or  two  representatives  only; 
but  even  in  that  case  the  ropro*enfafious  of  moat  of  the  States 
being  numerous,  the  ITouse  wonld  present  greater  obstacles  to 
corruption  than  the  Senate,  with  its  paucity  of  mcmljers.  It 
may  be  oV)servcd,  also,  that,  althongb  for  a  certain  period  the 
evil  of  State  votes  given  by  one  or  two  individuals  would  be  ex- 
tended by  the  introduction  of  new  States,  it  would  be  rapidly 
diminished  by  growing  populations  within  extensive  territories. 
At  the  present  period  the  evil  is  at  its  maximum.  Another  cen- 
sus will  leave  none  of  the  States,  existing  or  in  embryo,  in  the 
numerical  rank  of  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware;  nor  is  it  impos- 
sible that  the  progressive  assimilation  of  local  institutions,  laws, 
and  manners,  may  overcome  the  prejudices  of  tlmsc  particular 
States  against  an  incorporation  witli  their  neighbours. 

But  with  all  possible  abatements,  the  present  rule  of  voting 
for  President  Viy  tlie  House  of  Representatives  is  so  great  a  de- 
parture from  the  Republican  prineipic  of  numerical  equality, 
and  even  from  the  Federal  nile.  wiiich  qnalifies  the  numerical 
by  a  State  equality,  and  is  so  pregnant,  also,  with  a  mischievous 
tendency  in  practice^  that  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  on 
this  point  is  justly  called  for  by  all  its  considerate  and  best 
friends. 

I  agree  entirely  with  yon  in  thinking  that  the  election  of  pres- 
idential electors  by  districts  is  an  amenifenent  very  proper  to  be 
brought  forward  at  the  same  time  with  that  relating  to  the 
eventual  choice  of  President  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  district  mode  was  mostly,  if  not  exclusively,  in  view  when 
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the  CousUtution  was  framed  and  adopted;  and  was  exchanged 
for  the  general  tk-ket  and  tlio  legislative  election  as  tlie  only 
expedient  for  baffling  the  policy  of  the  particular  States  wliich 
had  set  the  example.  A  constitutional  establishment  of  that 
n)ode  will  doubtless  aid  in  reeonciling  the  smaller  States  to 
tlie  other  change,  which  they  will  regard  as  a  concession  on 
their  part*  And  it  may  not  be  without  a  value  in  another  im- 
portant respect.  The  States,  when  voting  for  President  by  tren- 
erul  tickets  or  l)y  their  Legislatures,  are  a  string  of  beads;  when 
tlicy  make  their  elections  by  districts,  some  of  the^c  differing  in 
eentinient  from  others^  and  sympathizing  with  that  of  districts 
in  other  States,  they  are  so  knit  together  as  to  break  the  force 
of  those  geographical  and  other  noxious  parties  which  might 
render  the  refudsive  too  strong  for  the  cohesive  tendencied 
within  the  political  system- 
It  may  be  wortliy  of  consideration  whether^in  requiring  elec- 
tions by  diatricts,  a  discretion  might  not  be  conveniently  left 
with  the  Slates  to  allot  two  memV»ers  to  a  single  district.  It 
would  manifestly  be  an  important  proviso  that  no  new  arrange- 
ment of  districts  should  be  made  within  a  certain  period  pre- 
vious to  an  ensuing  election  of  President. 

Of  thedifTcrent  remedie.s  you  propose  for  the  failure  of  a  ma- 
jority of  electoral  votes  for  any  one  candidate,  I  like  best  that 
which  refers  the  final  choice  to  a  joint  vote  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  restricted  to  the  two  highest  names  on  the  elec- 
toral lists.  It  might  be  a  question  whether  the  fh-ee  instead  of 
the  ^itvj  highest  names  might  not  be  put  within  the  choice  of 
Congress,  inasmuch  as  it  not  uufrequently  happens  that  the  can- 
didate third  on  the  list  of  votes  would,  in  a  question  with  either 
of  the  two  first,  out-vote  liim,  and,  consequently,  be  the  real 
preference  of  the  voters.  But  this  advantage  of  opening  a  wider 
door  and  a  better  chance  to  merit  may  be  outweighed  by  an  in- 
creased difficulty  in  obtaining  a  pronqit  and  quiet  decision  by 
Congress  witli  three  candidates  before  tliem.supjwrted  by  three 
parties,  no  one  of  them  making  a  majority  of  the  whole. 

The  mode  which  you  seem  to  approve,  of  making  a  plurallOf 
of  electoral  votes  a  definitive  appointment,  would  have  the  merit 
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of  avoiding  the  legislative  agency  ia  appointing  the  Exocntive; 
but  tnii^ht  it  not,  by  miilfiplyin)^  hopos  and  cliaiicas,  stimulate 
intrigue  and  exertion,  as  woll  as  incur  too  great  a  risk  of  suc- 
cess to  a  very  inferior  candidate?  Next  to  the  propriety  of 
having  a  President  the  real  dioiee  of  a  majority  of  liis  constit- 
uents, it  is  desirable  that  lie  should  inspire  respect  and  acqui- 
escence by  qualifications  not  suffering  too  much  by  comparison, 

I  cannot  but  think,  also,  that  there  is  a  strong  objection  to  un- 
distinguishiug  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President,  t!ic  high- 
est number  appointing  the  former,  the  next  the  latter.  To  ?ay 
nothing  of  the  different  services  (except  in  a  rare  contingency) 
which  are  to  be  performed  by  them,  occasional  franspositlons 
would  take  place,  violating  equally  tljc  mutual  consciousness  of 
the  individuals  and  the  public  estimate  of  their  comparative  fit- 
ness. 

TTaving  thus  made  the  remarks  to  which  your  communication 
led  with  a  frankness  which  I  am  sure  you  will  not  disapprove, 
whatever  errors  you  may  find  in  them,  I  will  sketch  for  your 
consideration  a  substitute  which  has  occurred  to  my,^clf  for  tlio 
faulty  part  of  the  Constitution  in  question: 

"The  electors  to  be  chosen  in  districts,  not  more  than  two  in 
any  one  district,  and  the  arrangement  of  tlie  districts  not  to  bo 

alterable  within  the  period  of previous  to  the  election 

of  President,  Each  elector  to  give  two  votes,  one  naming  his 
first  choice,  the  other  his  next  choice.  If  there  l)e  a  majority 
of  all  the  votes  on  the  first  list  for  the  same  person,  ho  of  course 
to  be  President;  if  not,  and  there  be  a  majority  (wliich  may  well 
happen)  on  the  other  list  for  the  same  person,  he  then  to  be  the 
final  choice;  if  there  be  no  such  majority  on  either  list,  then  a 
choice  to  be  made  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
from  the  two  names  having  the  greatest  nmnber  of  votes  on  tho 
two  lists  taken  together."  Such  a  process  would  avoid  the  in- 
convenience of  a  second  resort  to  the  electors,  and  fyrnish  a 
double  chance  of  avoiding  an  eventual  resort  to  Congress.  The 
same  process  might  be  observed  in  electing  the  Vice  President. 

Your  letter  found  me  under  some  engagements  which  !iave 
retarded  a  compliance  with  its  request,  and  may  have  idso  ren* 
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dered  my  view  of  the  subject  presented  in  it  more  superficial  than 
I  have  been  aware.  Tliis  consideration  ah^ne  would  justify  my 
wish  not  to  be  brought  into  tlie  public  discussion.  But  there  is 
another,  in  the  propensity  of  the  moment  to  view  cverytliing, 
however  abstract  from  the  presidential  election  in  prospect. 
through  a  medium  coonecting  it  with  that  question;  a  propensity 
the  less  to  be  excused,  as  no  previous  change  of  the  Constitution 
can  be  contemplated,  and  the  more  to  ho  regretted,  as  oyiinion:* 
and  eomnntmonts  formed  under  its  influence  may  become  settled 
obstacles  at  a  practicable  season. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  expression  of  my  esteem  and  my 
friendly  respects. 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFEHSON. 

MoHTpELLiBR,  Sept*"  6,  1823. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  the  two  communications  from  the  Presi- 
dent, inclosed  in  your  letter  of  August  30. 

I  am  afraid  the  people  of  Spain  as  well  as  of  Portugal  need" 
still  further  light,  and  heat,  too,  from  the  American  example,  be- 
fore they  will  be  a  match  for  the  crimes,  the  intrigues,  and  the 
bribes  of  their  enemies,  the  treachery  of  their  leaders,  and,  what 
is  most  of  all  to  be  dreaded,  their  Priests  and  their  prejudices. 
Still,  their  cause  is  so  just,  that  whilst  there  is  life  in  it  hopo 
ought  not  to  be  abandoned. 

1  am  glad  you  have  put  on  paper  a  correction  of  the  apocry- 
phal tradition,  furnished  by  Pickering,  of  the  Draught  of  tl>e 
Declaration  of  Independence.  If  he  derived  it  from  the  misrec- 
ollections  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  is  well  that  the  alterations  of  the 
original  paper  proposed  bj  the  latter,  in  his  own  handwriting, 
attest  the  fallibility  of  his  aged  memory.  Nothing  can  be  more 
absurd  than  the  cavil  that  the  Declaration  contains  known  and 
not  new  truths.  The  object  was  to  assert,  not  to  discover 
truths,  and  to  make  them  the  basis  of  the  Revolutionary  act. 
The  merit  of  the  Draught,  therefore,  could  only  consist  in  a  lucid 
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coimminication  of  human  rights,  in  a  condensed  enumeration  of 
the  reasons  tor  such  an  exercise  of  them,  and  in  a  Btyle  and  tone 
appropriate  to  the  great  occasion,  and  to  the  8pirit  of  the  Amer- 
ican people. 

The  friends  of  R,  IT.  Lee  liave  shewn  not  only  injnstice  in  un- 
derrating the  Draught,  hot  much  weakness  in  overrating  tho 
motion  in  Congress  preceding  it;  all  tlie  merit  of  which  l)elongs 
to  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  whieh  gave  a  positive  instruc- 
tion to  her  Deputies  to  make  the  motion.  It  was  made  hy  him 
as  next  in  the  list  to  P.  Randolph,  then  deceased.  Had  Mr, 
Lee  been  absent,  the  task  would  have  devolved  on  you.  As  this 
measure  of  Virginia  makes  a  link  in  the  history  of  our  national 
birth,  it  is  but  right  that  every  circumstance  attending  it  should 
be  ascertained  and  preserved.  You  probably  can  best  tell 
where  the  instruction  had  its  origin,  and  by  whose  pen  it  was 
prepared.  The  impression  at  the  time  was,  that  it  was  commu- 
nicated in  a  letter  from  yourself  to  [Mr.  WytheJ  a  member  of 
the  Convention, 


TO  TENCH   COXE. 

October  12, 1823. 

D*  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  inclosing  the  printed  ex- 
tracts from  the  late  pamphlet  of  Cunningham,  and  have  made 
the  communication  of  it  where  you  intended.  It  is  impossible 
not  to  feel  indignation  at  the  outrage  committed  by  the  publi- 
cation on  private  confidence.  From  the  spccitnen  given  of  its 
contents,  it  will  nevertheless  have  much  effect  in  inflaming  ani- 
mosities in  certain  quarters,  and  probably  bringing  fully  to 
light  political  and  personal  matters  hitherto  unknown,  or  little 
known.  Should  there  be  mingled  with  them  statements  unjust 
to  individuals,  to  parties,  or  to  principles,  it  is  well  that  there 
arc  existing  sources  of  detection  and  correction  j  and  I  am  well 
aware  of  the  peculiar  value  of  those  within  your  wclhstored 
memory  and  copious  files.  I  had,  before  the  receij)t  of  your 
letter,  seen  in  the  Gazettes  glances  at  the  subject  of  it,  but  was 

VOL.  in.  22 


338  WORKS    OF    MADISON.  1823. 

anapprizcd  of  the  extensive  range  of  the  published  correspond- 
ence, and  of  its  prolific  tendencies. 


TO   II.   WHEATON. 

MOVTPILLTIR,  Oct'  15,  1823. 

D**  Sir, — T  have  received  your  letter  of  Sep'  29,  touching  on 
your  proposed  Biograpliy  of  ilie  late  William  Pinkney.  You 
have  chosen  a  subject  furnishing  an  opportunity  of  at  once  doing 
justice  to  your  own  pen,  and  to  a  memory  with  which  a  rich  as- 
semblage of  rare  gifts  is  associated. 

I  should  take  pleasure  in  contributing  any  private  recollec- 
tions tliat  might  aid  in  finishing  the  portrait;  but  my  intercourse 
with  Mr.  Pinkney  was  almost  entirely  by  written  correspond- 
ence on  public  subjects.  I  never  even  had  the  gratification  of 
hearing  any  of  those  splendid  displays  of  eloquence  so  much  ad- 
mired for  the  diversified  merits  united  in  them. 

On  looking  into  tlie  letters  from  him  preserved  on  my  files, 
I  find  that,  during  his  diplomatic  service  in  G.  Britain,  he  was 
in  the  practice  of  adding  to  his  official  dispatches  private  com- 
munications and  comments,  which  give  a  continued  and  interest- 
ing view  of  the  subjects  then  in  controversy  between  that  Coun- 
try and  the  U.  States,  and  of  the  latent  as  well  as  overt  policy 
of  tlie  former  in  its  unwise  and  unworthy  career.  The  letters 
do  equal  honor  to  his  penetration  and  his  patriotism,  and  are 
in  the  lucid  and  graceful  style  so  familiar  to  him.  I  take  for 
granted  that  this  source  of  information  is  among  the  papers  left 
by  him,  to  which  you  will  have  recourse.  Should  it  be  inferred, 
in  any  instances,  that  copies  of  letters  to  me  have  not  been  pre- 
served, be  so  good  as  to  note  the  dates  of  those  found;  and  if 
chasms  appear,  which  I  can  supply,  I  shall  readily  do  it,  con- 
fiding as  I  do  in  the  care  and  early  return  of  memorials  partio* 
ularly  valued  by  me. 
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TO   PRESIDENT  MONROE. 

Oct,  30,  1823, 

D*  Sir, — I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  JeffcrsOD  your  letter 
to  fiim,  with  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Canning  and  Mr. 
Ensli,  sent  for  his  and  my  pernsal,  and  our  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  it. 

From  the  diaclosurea  of  Mr.  Canning  it  appears,  as  was  other- 
wise to  be  inferred,  that  the  snceess  of  France  against  Spain 
would  be  followed  by  an  attempt  of  the  Holy  allies  to  rednce 
the  revolationized  colonies  of  the  latter  to  their  former  depend- 
ence. 

The  professions  we  have  made  to  these  neighbours,  our  sym- 
pathies with  tbeir  liberties  and  independence,  the  deep  interest 
we  have  in  the  mo^t  friendly  relations  with  ttiem,  and  Ihc  con- 
sequences threatened  by  a  command  of  their  resources  by  the 
Great  Powers,  confederated  against  the  rights  and  reforms  of 
wliieh  we  have  given  so  conspiciious  and  persuasive  an  example. 
all  unite  in  calling  for  our  eflorts  to  defeat  the  meditated  cru- 
sade. It  is  particularly  fortunate  that  the  policy  of  Great 
Brit4iin,  though  guided  by  calculations  different  from  ours,  has 
presented  a  co-operation  for  an  object  the  same  with  ours.  With 
that  co-operation  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope* and  with  it  the  best  assurance  of  success  to  our  laudable 
views.  There  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  any  backwardness,  I 
think,  in  meeting  her  in  the  way  she  has  proposed;  keeping  in 
view,  of  course,  the  spirit  and  forms  of  the  Constitution  in  every 
step  taken  in  the  road  to  war.  which  must  be  the  last  step  if 
those  short  of  war  should  lie  without  avail. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  Mr.  Canning's  proposal,  though 
made  with  the  air  o{  i^rnhftdfafitm  as  well  as  concert,  was  founded 
on  a  predeterminatiou  to  take  the  course  marked  out,  whatever 
might  be  the  reception  given  here  to  his  invitation.  But  this 
consideration  ought  not  to  divert  U3  from  what  is  just  and 
proper  in  itself.  Our  co-operation  is  due  to  ourselves  and  to 
the  world;  and  whilst  it  must  ensure  success  in  the  event  of  an 
appeal  to  force,  it  doubles  the  chance  of  success  without  that 
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appeal.  It  is  not  improbable  that  Great  BritAin  would  like 
best  to  have  the  merit  of  being  the  Pule  cbampian  of  her  new 
frionds,  notwUhs^tanflintr  the  oroatcr  diflicuUy  to  lie  enroan- 
tererl,  but  for  tlie  dllonuna  in  wliich  she  would  l>e  placed*  She 
most,  in  that  case,  either  leave  m,  as  nentrals,  to  extend  our 
commoree  and  navio^ation  at  the  expense  of  her??,  or  make  us 
enemies,  by  ronowing  her  paper  blorkades  and  other  arbitrary 
proceedings  on  the  Ocean.  It  may  be  hoped  that  such  a  di- 
lemma will  not  be  wit!iout  a  permanent  tendency  to  check  her 
pronenei^s  to  nnneccsi?ary  wars. 

Why  the  British  Cabinet  should  have  scrupled  to  arrest  the 
calamity  it  now  apprehrnds.  by  applyiu^r  to  the  tlireats  of 
France  against  Spain  the  small  effort  which  it  scruples  not  to 
employ  in  behalf  of  Spanish  America,  is  beat  known  to  itself* 
It  is  difficult  to  find  any  other  explanation  than  t!jat  interest  in 
the  one  case  has  more  weight  in  its  casuistry  tlian  principle  had 
in  the  other. 

Will  it  not  be  honorable  to  our  Country,  and  possibly  not 
altogether  in  vain,  to  invite  the  British  Government  to  extend 
the  "allowed  disapprobation^'  of  the  project  against  the  Spanish 
Colonies  to  the  enterprise  of  France  against  Spain  herself,  and 
even  to  join  in  some  declaratory  act  in  behalf  of  the  Greeks? 
On  the  supposition  that  no  form  could  be  given  to  the  act  clear* 
ing  it  of  a  pledge  to  follow  it  up  by  war,  we  ought  to  compare 
the  good  to  be  done  with  the  little  injury  to  be  apprehended  to 
the  U,  S.,  shielded  as  their  interests  would  be  by  the  power 
and  the  fleets  of  Great  Britain  united  with  their  own.  These 
are  questions,  however,  which  may  require  more  information 
than  I  possess,  and  more  reflection  than  I  can  now  give  tliem» 

What  18  the  extent  of  Mr.  Canning's  disclaimer  as  to  "the 
remaining  possessions  of  Spain  in  America?"  Does  it  exclude 
luture  views  of  acquiring  Porto  Rico,  Ac,  as  well  as  Cuba?  It 
leaves  Great  Britain  free,  as  I  understand  it,  in  relation  to 
other  quarters  of  the  Globe, 

I  return  the  correspondence  of  Mr,  Rush  and  Mr.  Canning, 
with  assurances,  &c, 

J.  M, 
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TO   THOMAS   JEFFETISON. 

MoMTPRLLrisB,  Nov'  Ist,  1823. 

D*  Sir, — ^I  return  tbe  letter  of  the  President.  Tbe  corres- 
pondence from  abroad  lias  gone  back  to  him,  as  yoa  desired.  I 
have  expressed  to  him  my  concurrence  in  the  policy  of  meeting 
the  advances  of  the  British  Government,  having  an  eye  to  the 
forms  of  our  Constitution  in  every  step  in  the  road  to  war. 
With  the  British  power  and  navy  combined  with  our  own,  wc 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  tbe  rest  of  the  world;  and  in  the 
great  struggle  of  the  epoch  between  liberty  and  despotism,  we 
owe  it  to  ourselves  to  snstain  t!ie  former,  in  thi^  liemisphere  at 
least.  I  have  even  snggcsted  an  invitation  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  join  in  applying  the  **  small  effort  for  so  much  good'^ 
to  the  French  invasion  of  Spaifi,  and  to  make  Greece  an  object 
of  some  sucli  favorable  attention.  Why  Mr.  Canning  and  Ins 
colleagues  did  not  sooner  interpose  against  tlie  calamity,  which 
could  not  have  escaped  foresight,  cannot  be  otherwise  explained 
but  by  the  different  aspect  of  the  qnesLion  when  it  reJated  to 
liberty  in  Spain,  and  to  the  extension  of  British  commerce  to 
her  former  Colonies. 


TO  TBfiTCH   COXE. 

MoMTPELLtsm,  NoT^  3d,  1823. 

D"  Sm, — I  have  received  yours  without  date,  postmarked 
Oct.  27.  I  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  di8|>ensing  with  an- 
swers to  your  favors.  Occupations  and  attentions  beloDging 
to  my  situation  will  probably  oblige  me  to  avail  myself  much 
of  the  privilege.  I  am  very  sensible,  also,  of  your  great  kind- 
ness in  what  you  say  of  a  malignant  attack  on  me.  Why  I 
fihould  be  made  a  target  for  poisoned  arrows  now,  I  cannot  well 
«ee.  Withdrawn  as  I  am  from  the  public  Theatre,  and  holding 
life  itself  by  a  short  thread,  it  would  not  be  an  unreasonable 
expectation  that  hostilities  of  every  sort  and  from  every  quar- 
ter should  cease.     It  has  been  my  practice,  throngh  a  long  ca- 
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reer,  to  leave  the  various  calumnies  wliicli  I  did  not  escape  to 
die  tbrir  natural  death,  and  tlie  successful  examples  of  otlier:^ 
have  given  a  saaction  to  tins  poHcj.  You  tell  rue  more  than 
I  knew  of  the  masses  of  materials  which  have  been  hoarded 
by  the  curious  or  malicious  for  good  or  bad  uses.  It  is  to  l»e 
hoijcd  that  the  friends  of  trutli  will  have  provided  adequate  cor- 
rections for  errors  of  the  former  and  libels  of  the  latter,  as  time 
may  bring  thorn  to  light.  Your  solicitude  for  the  memory  of 
Pranklin,  to  whom  his  Country  and  the  human  race  owe  so  much, 
is  liighly  praisewortliy.  I  cannot  say  what  particular  knowb 
edge  Mr,  Jefferson's  files  or  recollections  may  possess  that  could 
aid  in  securing  posthumous  justice.  A  future  day  may  unlock 
the  former;  but  his  great  age,  and  his  devotion  of  what  remains 
of  time  and  strength  to  the  establishment  of  a  University,  for- 
bid, I  believe,  auy  present  expectations  from  him.  You  have 
enough  of  both  funds  of  information  to  draw  upon,  probaldy,  for 
that  as  well  as  other  important  and  bencvolcot  purposes*  The 
papers  which  I  happen  to  have  preserved  are  considerable,  and 
some  of  them  doubtless  very  valuable;  but  they  are,  for  the  raost 
part,  suited  rather  for  general  and  future  use  than  for  occur- 
rences of  the  day. 


I 


TO  G.   P.   H.   CROCKETT. 

XovEifflJKR  6th,  1823* 
SrR,~I  received  your  letter  of  September  24  some  days  ago. 
The  printed  address  it  refers  to  has  but  just  come  to  hand.  The 
sulijei^t  which  has  employed  your  thoughts  is  one  on  which  en- 
lightened opinions  are  as  yet  much  at  variance.  Nothing  will 
proV>ably  reconcile  them  but  actual  and  fair  experiments;  and 
no  where  can  such  be  made  with  less  prejudice  or  less  inconve- 
nience than  in  the  United  States,  where  the  Legislative  power 
held  by  each  confederated  member  can  bring  innovations  to  that 
test,  with  partial  evil  only  if  they  fail,  and  a  ready  extension 
of  them  to  the  whole  if  found  to  be  improvements.  In  this  view 
I  should  not  regret  a  fair  and  fall  trial  of  the  entire  abolition 
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of  capital  pam'shnients  by  any  State  willmg  to  make  it,  thoagli 
I  do  not  see  tlie  injustice  of  sucli  pnnishmenta^  in  one  caac  a. 
least.  But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  the  important  dis* 
cnssion:  nor  do  I  know  that  1  could  furnish  yon  witli  any  new- 
ideas  or  hints,  such  as  you  ask,  if  there  were  time  for  the  task. 
Ton  seem  to  have  consulted  some  of  the  sources  where  they 
were  most  likely  to  he  found. 

I  must  ask  the  favor  of  yon  to  make  no  public  use  of  this  let- 
ter, for  which  it  is  in  no  respect  calculated.  It  is  meant  only 
as  a  mark  of  the  friendly  respect  and  good  wishes  which  I  pray 
you  to  accept. 


TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

MosTPELLiae,  Nov  11,  1823. 

Dbak  Sin, — T  have  received  yours  of  the  6th,  My  preference 
for  F.  Gilmer  for  the  law  professorship,  to  any  other  name 
brought  into  view,  has  not  changed;  and  I  know  of  no  one  bet- 
ter  suited  for  the  mission  now  declined  by  Mr.  CabelL  It  will 
be  wellt  I  think,  to  hold  out,  in  the  first  instance  at  least,  not 
more  than  $1,500  for  the  salary,  as  the  reduction  of  tlie  number 
of  professors  from  10  to  7  may  not  be  finally  settled;  and  if 
settled  in  the  negative,  the  annuity  would  fall  short.  It  is  true 
that  a  professor  of  law,  if  taken  from  the  Bar,  may  be  expected 
to  make  a  greater  pecuniary  sacrifice  than  might  be  made  by 
the  others;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  his  class  and  his  fees  will 
probably  be  more  nunieroos.  I  should  prefer  a  fi^ed  sum  for 
the  service  abroad  to  defraying  actual  expenses.  You  can 
better  estimate  these  than  I  can.  Supposing  that  he  will  be  ab- 
sent not  more  than  6,  7,  or  8  months,  I  suggest  $1,500  for  the 
allowance;  but  shall  acquiesce  in  any  sura  you  may  prefer,  not 
exceeding  $2,000.  The  gratification  of  such  a  trip  to  Europe 
will  doubtless  be  felt  as  an  item  in  the  compensation.  I  in- 
cline to  making  the  allowance  a  special  provision  for  the  service, 
rather  than  a  salary  for  professional  services  not  performed. 
The  distinction,  however,  is  more  nominal  than  materiah 
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I  retnro  Mr.  Cabell's  letter,  with  the  copy  of  your  answer  to 
the  President,  You  will  see  by  mine  inclosed  that  they  sub- 
gtantially  agree;  and  you  will  sec  by  Mr,  Rush's  letter,  which  I 
also  inclose,  and  wLieh  is  of  later  date  than  his  correspondence 
sent  lis  by  the  President,  how  skittish  the  Britit^h  Cabinet  is  on 
the  very  business  into  which  it  has  invited  us.  It  is  not  impos- 
sible that  Canning,  looking  more  ahead  than  his  Colleajpaee, 
and  more  to  the  vox  populi  at  the  moment,  may  be  drawn  back 
occasionally  from  liis  own  advances, 

Mr,  Crawford  proceeded  hence  on  his  way  to  Washington 
this  afternoon*  He  came  from  Governor  Barbour's  on  Sunday^ 
and  was  detained  here  yesterday  and  part  of  to-day  by  the 
state  of  the  weather.  He  seems  equal  to  the  journey;  bnt  his 
constitution  seems  a  good  deal  shaken,  and  will  require  care  as 
well  as  time  for  a  thorough  repair. 

With  Mr.  Rush's  letter  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  return  mj 
answer  to  the  President. 


4 


TO   EICHARD   RUSH. 

MosTPKLLnft,  Nov**  ISf  1S23. 

D**  Sm, — ^I  have  received  your  favor  of  September  10,  with  a 
copy  of  the  printed  documents  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade. 
The  mask  of  humane  professions  covering  an  iudiflference  in 
some  and  a  ropugnancc  in  others  to  its  effectual  abolition,  is  as 
obvious  as  it  is  disgusting.  G.  Britain  alone,  whatever  may  be 
her  motives,  seems  to  have  the  object  really  at  heart.  It  is  cu- 
rious, at  the  same  time,  to  observe  her  experiment  for  bringiiig 
about  a  change  in  the  law  of  Nations  by  denomiiiating  the  trade 
piracy  ^vifhout  the  universal  consent,  which  she  held  essential 
to  the  code  of  the  armed  neutrality  dissented  from  solely  by 
herself.  Her  Cabinet  is  chargeable  ivith  a  like  inconsistency 
in  its  readiness  to  interpose  between  the  Jillied  Powers  and 
Spanish  America,  and  its  scruples  to  do  so  against  the  inyasiou 
of  Spain  herself.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  reconcile  the  advances  made 
to  you  in  behalf  of  our  Southern  neighbours  with  a  disrelieh  of 
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your  proposition  that  their  Independence  be  immediately  ac* 
knowledged,  a  right  to  do  which  appears  to  have  been  pnblicly 
ass^erted.  In  point  of  mere  policy,  it  excites  surprise,  that  if  the 
British  Government  dreads  the  forej^eon  extension  of  the  views 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  to  Spanish  America  iu  the  event  of  suc- 
cess in  the  invasion  of  Spain,  it  did  not  arrest  the  invasion,  as 
it  might  have  done  by  a  like  interposition  witli  that  which  is  to 
stifle  tlie  projected  resubjugation  of  her  former  Colonies.  It 
can  excite  no  surprise,  indeed,  that  our  co-operation  should  bo 
courted  in  measures  that  may  lead  to  w^ar;  it  being  manifest  that 
in  such  an  issue  G.  Britain  would  be  under  the  dilemma  of  eee- 
ing  our  neutral  commerce  and  navigation  aggrandized  at  the 
expense  of  hers,  or  of  adding  us  to  her  enemiea  by  renewing 
her  paper  blockades  and  other  maritime  provocations.  May  it 
not  be  liopcd  that  a  foresight  of  this  dilemma  will  be  a  perma- 
nent clieck  to  her  warlike  propeosity? 

But  whatever  may  be  the  motives  or  the  management  of  the 
British  Government,  I  cannot  pause  on  the  question  whetfier  we 
ought  to  join  her  in  defeating  the  efforts  of  the  Iloly  Alliance 
to  restore  our  Independent  neighliours  to  the  condition  of  Span- 
ish Provinces.  Our  principles  and  our  sympathies;  the  stand 
we  have  taken  in  their  behalf;  the  deep  interest  we  have  in 
friendly  relations  with  them;  and  even  our  security  against  the 
Great  Powers,  who,  having  conspired  against  national  rights 
and  reforms,  must  point  their  most  envenomed  wrath  against 
the  United  States,  who  have  given  the  most  formidable  example 
of  them;  all  concur  in  enjoining  on  us  a  prompt  accej>tance  of 
the  invitation  to  a  communion  of  eoonsels,  and,  if  necessary,  of 
arms,  in  so  righteous  and  glorious  a  cause.  Instead  of  holding 
baek^  I  should  be  disposed  rather  to  invite,  in  turn,  the  British 
Government  to  apply,  at  least,  '*  the  small  effort"  of  Mr*  Can- 
ning to  the  case  of  the  French  invasion  of  Spain,  and  even  to 
extend  it  to  that  of  the  Greeks*  The  good  that  would  result  to 
the  world  from  such  an  invitiition,  if  accepted,  and  the  houor  to 
our  Country,  even  if  declined,  outweigh  the  sacrilices  that  would 
be  required,  or  the  riskB  that  would  be  incurred.  With  the 
British  fleets  and  fiscal  resources  associated  with  our  own,  wo 


^^^ 


M6 


WOUKS    of    MADISON, 


1823. 


sliotild  be  safe  against  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  at  liberty  to 
pnr3uo  whatover  course  rai^lit  be  prescribed  by  a  just  egtimatei 
of  our  moral  and  political  obli^ationsi. 

You  ask  uiy  view  of  the  claim  of  the  United  Staf-os  to  the  nav- 
igation of  tlie  S*  Lawrence  tlirougU  the  British  Territory,  and 
my  recollection  of  the  grounds  on  which  they  claimed  that  of 
the  Mississippi  llirougli  Spanish  Territory.  On  the  latter  point 
I  may  refer  to  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  I  he  Revolutionary 
Congress  in  1780,*  in  which,  among  otlier  things,  the  right  of  j 
the  U,  States  is  argumentatively  touched  on;  and  to  the  extract 
uow  enclosed  from  a  letter  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Jeflersou,  then  al 
Paris,  in  the  year  1784,  in  wliie!\  there  is  a  glance  at  the  cases  ' 
having  more  or  less  of  analoi^y  to  that  of  the  Mississippi.  It 
being  more  easy  to  obtain  by  another  Imnd  the  extract  as  it 
stands  than  to  separate  the  irrelevant  matter  by  my  own,  I 
mui^t  tru^t  to  lliat  apology  for  obtruding  a  perusal  of  tlie  latter. 
At  the  dates  referred  to,  the  navigation  of  the  Mi??sissippi  was 
a  cardinal  object  of  National  policy;  aud  Yirginia  feeling  a  par- 
ticular interest  in  it,  through  Kentucky,  then  a  part  of  the  State, 
the  claim  was  warmly  espoused  by  her  public  councils,  of  which 
I  was  a  member  at  the  last  date,  and  one  of  her  Delegates  to 
Congress  at  the  first. 

As  a  question  turning  on  natural  right  aud  public  law,  I  think 
the  navigation  of  the  S*  Lawrence  a  fair  claim  for  the  United 
States. 

Rivers  were  given  for  the  use  of  those  inhabiting  the  country 
of  which  they  make  a  part;  and  a  primary  use  of  the  navigable 
ones  is  that  of  external  commerce.  Again:  the  public  good  of 
Nations  is  the  object  of  the  law  of  Nations,  as  that  of  individ- 
uals composing  the  same  Nation  is  of  municipal  law.  This  prin- 
ciple limits  the  rights  of  ownership  in  the  one  case  as  well  as  in 
the  other;  and  all  that  can  be  required  in  either  is,  that  compen- 
BatioQ  be  made  for  individual  sacrifices  for  the  general  benefit. 
This  is  wijat  is  done  in  the  case  of  roads,  and  the  right  of  way 
under  a  municipal  jurisdiction;  and  is  admitted  to  be  reasonable, 

*  See  Vol.  2,  p.  32(>,  of  the  Secrot  Journals  now  in  print,  wMoli  I  prcaumo 
you  hEve. 
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ill  tlie  form  of  tolls^  where  a  foreign  passage  takes  place  tliroagh 
a  cUannol  protected  and  kept  in  repair  by  those  holdiog  its 
shores.  Vattel  allows  a  right  even  iu  armies  marcliiug  for  the 
destructive  purpo:^es  of  war  to  pass  through  a  nciitnil  cooatry 
with  due  precautious.  How  much  stronger  the  claim  for  the 
beneficial  privileges  of  commerce? 

Iu  applying  these  |>rinciplcs  it  is  doubtless  proper  to  com- 
pare the  general  advantage  with  the  particular  inconvenience, 
and  to  require  a  sufficient  preponderance  of  the  former.  But 
was  there  ever  a  case  iu  whicli  the  preponderance  was  greater 
than  tbat  of  the  Mississippi?  and  the  view  of  it  might  be 
strengthened  by  supposing  an  occuponey  of  its  motitlj  limited  to 
a  few  acres  only,  and  by  adding  to  the  former  territory  of  tlie 
U.  States  the  vast  acquisition  lately  made  on  the  waters  of  that 
River.  The  case  of  the  S*  Lawrence  is  not  equally  striking; 
but  it  is  only  iu  comparison  with  the  most  striking  of  all  cases 
that  its  magnitude  is  diminislied  to  the  eye.  The  portion  of  tlio 
United  Stales  connected  with  tlie  River  and  the  inland  sens 
through  which  it  cominuuicatos  witfi  the  ocean  forms  a  world 
of  itself;  and  after  every  deduction  suggested  by  the  artijitial 
channels  which  may  l>e  substituted  for  the  natural,  they  will 
have  a  sufficient  interest  in  the  natvral  to  justify  their  claim 
and  merit  their  attention.  It  will  be  a  question  with  some, 
perhaps,  wliether  the  use  of  the  river  by  citizens  of  the  tl. 
States  will  not  be  attended  with  l\xcilitics  for  smuggling,  and 
a  danger  of  collisions  with  a  friendly  power,  which  render  its 
attainment  little  desirable.  But  if  any  consideralde  body  of 
citixens  feel  a  material  interest  in  trading  through  that  channel, 
and  there  be  a  public  right  to  it,  the  Government  will  feel  much 
delicacy  in  forbearing  to  contend  for  it. 

How  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  appeal  from  the  transitory 
calculations  to  the  permaufut  policy  of  G.  Britain  in  relation 
to  Canada,  as  was  done  with  respect  to  Spain  and  Louisiana, 
you  can  l»est  judge.  I  have  noticed  allusions  in  Parliament  to 
the  considerations  recommending  an  alienation  of  the  Province; 
and  it  is  very  possible  that  tliey  may  be  felt  by  the  Government. 
But  it  may  well  be  expected  that  the  solid  interest  of  the  nation 
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will  be  overruled  by  the  respect  for  popular  prejudices,  and  by 
tlie  colonial  pasttirage  for  liuiigry  favorites.  It  is  very  certain 
tliat  Canada  is  not  desirable  to  the  United  States  ai  an  en- 
largcTiicnt  of  domain.  It  could  be  UBeful  to  tliom  only  as  slmt- 
ting  a  wide  door  to  smuggling;  as  cutting  oflf  a  pernicious  influ- 
ence on  uur  savage  ncigli hours;  and  as  removing  a  serious  dan- 
ger of  collisions  with  a  friendly  power. 

Having  niado  tliese  observations  as  due  to  your  request,  I 
must  not  decline  saying,  that  whatever  just  bearing  any  of  them 
may  have  on  the  point  of  right  in  the  case  of  Ihe  S*  Lawrence,  I 
consider  the  inonient  for  asseriing  it  not  the  most  propitious,  if  a 
harmony  of  views  be  attainable  with  tlie  British  Goverument  on 
the  great  subject  of  Spanish  America,  to  say  nothing  of  other 
Bubjects  in  principle  akin  to  it.  I  doubt  not,  however^  that 
enough  will  bo  left  to  your  discretion;  and  that  tliere  will  bo 
more  than  enough  of  tliat  so  to  manage  the  discussion  as  to  pre- 
vent an  interference  of  one  object  with  another. 

Just  as  the  above  was  closed,  the  fall  of  Cadiz  and  the  Cort 
are  confirmed  to  us.    What  next?  is  the  question.   Every  great 

event  in  the  present  state  of  the  world  may  be  pregnant  with  a 
greater.  As  the  Holy  Alliance  will  premise  negotiation  and 
terror  to  force  against  the  new  States  south  of  us,  it  is  to  bo 
hoped  they  will  not  be  left  In  the  dark  as  to  the  ultimate  views 
of  G.  Britain  in  their  favor.  To  conceal  these  would  be  to  be- 
tray them  as  Spain  has  been  betrayed. 


TO   EDWAED    EVERETT, 

MotrTFELLlKB,  NoV'  2$tll»  1823. 

D*  Sir, — I  received  several  weeks  ago  your  favor  of  October 

30th,  accompanied  by  the  Uttle  treatise  on  popuhition,  analysing^ 
and  combating  the  Tiieory  of  Maltfms,  wliich,  till  within  a  few" 
days,  I  have  been  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  reading.     Its  rea- 
soning is  well  entitled  to  the  commendation  you  bestow  on  ita^ 
iugenuity,  which  must  at  least  contribute  to  a  more  ac<^urate 
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view  of  the  subject;  and  on  its  style,  which  is  characterised  by 
the  artless  neatness  always  pleasing  to  the  purest  tastes.  Be 
BO  ol*lij2:inpr  as  to  convey  my  dcl>t  of  thanks  to  the  author,  and 
to  accept  the  share  of  them  due  to  yourself. 

Notwithstanding  the  adverse  aspects  nnder  which  the  two 
authors  present  the  question  discussed,  the  one  probably  with 
an  eye  altogelhci  i  >  the  case  of  Europe,  the  other  chiefly  to  that 
of  America,  I  should  suppose  that  a  thorough  understanding  of 
each  other  ought  to  narrow  not  a  little  the  space  which  divides 
them. 

The  American  admits  the  capacity  of  the  prolific  principle  in 
the  human  race  to  exceed  the  sources  of  attainable  food,  as  is 
exemplified  by  the  occasions  for  colonization.  And  the  Euro- 
pean could  not  deny  that,  as  long  as  an  increase  of  the  hands 
and  skill  in  procuring  food  should  keep  f^ace  with  tlie  increase 
of  mouths,  the  evils  proceeding  from  a  disproportion  could  not 
happen. 

It  may  be  presumed,  also,  that  Mr,  Malthus  would  not  deny 
that  political  institutions  and  social  Imbits,  as  good  or  bad, 
would  have  a  degree  of  influence  on  the  exertion  and  success  of 
labor  in  procuring  food;  wliilst  liis  opponent  seems  not  unaware 
of  the  tendency  of  a  scanty  or  precarious  supply  of  it  to  check 
the  prolific  principle  by  discouraging  marriages,  witli  a  conse- 
quent increase  of  the  moral  evils  of  licentious  intercourse  among 
the  unmarried,  and  to  produce  the  physical  evils  of  want  and 
disease,  with  the  moral  evils  engendered  by  the  first. 

An  essential  distinction  between  the  United  States  and  the 
more  crowded  parts  of  Europe  lies  in  the  greater  number  of 
early  marriages  here  than  there,  proceeding  from  the  greater 
facility  of  providing  subsistence;  this  facility  excluding  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  physical  society,  as  the  marriages  do  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  moral  one.  But  that  the  rate  of  increase 
in  the  population  of  the  United  States  is  influenced,  at  the  same 
time,  by  their  political  and  social  condition^  is  proved  by  the 
slower  increase  under  the  vitious  institutions  of  Spanish  Amer- 
ica, where  nature  was  not  less  bountiful.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted 
that  the  actual  population  of  Europe  would  be  augmented  by 
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Bucli  reforms  in  tbe  systema  as  would  enligliten  and  animate  the 
efl'orts  to  render  llic  frniris  of  Fubststence  more  prodncliye*  We 
see  every  wliere  in  lliat  quarter  of  tlie  Globe  the  people  increas- 
ing in  number  as  the  ancient  burdens  and  abuses  have  jHelded 
to  tlie  progress  of  li^lit  and  civilization. 

The  theory  of  Mr,  Godwin,  if  it  de.serves  tlie  name,  is  an- 
swered by  tbe  barefaced  errors,  both  of  fact  and  of  inference, 
which  meet  tlie  eye  on  every  page. 

Mr.  Mai  thus  has  certainly  shewn  mucb  ability  in  his  illustra- 
tions and  applications  of  the  firinciple  he  abaumeBi  however 
nuicli  he  may  have  erred  in  some  of  \m  positions.  But  he  ban 
not  all  the  merit  of  originality  which  has  been  allowed  him. 
The  principle  was  adverted  to  and  reasoned  upon  lung  before 
hiraj  thoup:h  with  views  and  applications  not  the  same  witli  his. 
The  principle  is,  indeed,  inherent  in  all  the  org^anized  beings  on 
the  Globe,  as  well  of  the  animal  as  the  vegetable  classes;  all 
and  each  of  which,  when  left  to  themselves,  multiply  till  checked 
by  the  limited  fund  of  their  palndnmj  or  by  the  mortality  gen- 
erated by  an  excess  of  their  numbers*  A  i»roductive  power  be- 
yond a  mere  continuance  of  the  existing  stock  was  in  all  cases 
necessary  to  guard  against  the  extinction  which  successive  cas- 
ualties would  otherwise  effect;  and  the  checks  to  an  indefinite 
multiplication  in  any  case  were  equally  necessary  to  guard 
against  too  great  a  disturbance  of  the  general  symmetry  and 
economy  of  nature.  Tliis  is  a  speculation,  however,  diverging 
too  much  from  the  object  of  a  letter  chiefly  intended  to  oflFer  the 
acknowledgments  and  thanks,  which  I  beg  leave  to  repeat,  with 
assurances  of  my  continued  esteem  and  respect. 


TO  JAMES  BARBOUR,  SENATOR. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  2d  was  duly  received  the  even- 
ing before  the  last.  I  thank  you  for  it,  and  return,  as  desired, 
the  pamphlet  of  Cunningham,  your  remarks  on  which  appeal 
very  just. 
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Yoa  aek  my  views  of  a  resolution  to  be  proposed  to  the  Seo' 
ate,  advising  a  treaty  of  co-operation  willi  Great  Brilain  njorainsl 
an  interference  of  the  allied  powers  for  rcBubjugating  South 
America.  You  will  take  them  for  what  they  are  worth,  wliicli 
can  he  Imt  little,  with  my  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  facts  and 
circumstances  that  may  be  known  to  yourself. 

The  message  of  the  President,  which  arrived  by  an  earlier 
mail  thjin  usual,  has,  I  observe,  distinctly  indicated  the  senti- 
roents  of  the  United  Stales  with  respect  to  such  an  iuterfcrence. 
But,  in  a  case  of  such  peculiarity  and  magnitwde,  a  fuller  mani- 
festation of  the  national  will  may  be  expedient,  as  well  to  bear 
out  the  Executive  in  measures  within  liis  Department  as  to 
make  the  desirable  impressions  abroad.  The  mode  you  have 
thought  of  would  certainly  be  of  great  avail  for  the  first  par- 
pose,  and  if  promiilged,  for  the  second  also*  But  would  not 
declaratory  resolutions  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  be  of 
still  greater  avail  for  both?  They  would  Ive  felt  by  tlie  Execn- 
tive  as  the  highest  sanction  to  his  views;  would  inspire  Great 
Britain  with  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  policy  and  determina- 
tion of  the  United  States;  and  would  have  all  the  preventive 
effect  on  the  allied  powers  of  which  they  are  susceptible  from  a 
monitory  measure  from  this  quarter. 

It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  Great  Britain  will  readily  co- 
operate with  this  Country,  or,  rather,  that  she  wishes  our  co-op- 
eration with  her,  against  a  foreign  interference  for  subverting 
the  independence  of  Spanish  America.  If  the  attempt  can  bo 
prevented  by  remonstrance,  she  will  probably  unite  with  us  in 
a  proper  one.  If  she  begins  with  that,  she  will  not  hesitate  to 
proceed,  if  necessary,  to  the  last  resort^  with  us  fighting  1»y  her 
side.  If  any  consideration  were  to  restrain  her  from  tliat  re- 
Bort,  even  without  our  co-operation,  it  would  be  the  dilemma  of 
seeing  onr  neutral  commerce  and  navigation  flourishing  at  the 
expense  of  hers;  or  of  throwing  us  into  a  war  against  her  by 
renewing  her  maritime  provocations* 

On  the  whole,  I  think  we  ought  to  move  hand  in  hand  with 
Great  Britain  in  the  experiment  of  awing  t!ic  confcderaled 
powers  into  forbearance;  and,  if  that  fail,  in  following  it  by 
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means  wliich  cannot  fail;  and  that  we  cannot  be  too  prompt  or 
too  decisive  in  coming  to  an  understanding  and  concert  with 
her  on  the  subject.  This  hemisphere  must  be  protected  against 
the  doctrines  and  despotisms  which  degrade  the  other.  No 
part  of  it  can  be  as  secure  as  it  ought  to  be  if  the  whole  be  not 
so.  And  if  the  whole  be  sound  and  safe,  the  example  of  its 
principles  will  triumpli  gradually  every  where. 

How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  the  British  Government 
shrunk  from  even  remonstrance  against  the  invasion  of  old 
Spain,  and  that  it  has  not  the  magnanimity  to  interpose,  late  as 
it  is,  in  behalf  of  the  Greeks!  No  nation  ever  held  in  its  hand 
in  the  same  degree  the  destiny  of  so  great  a  part  of  the  civilized 
world,  and  I  cannot  but  believe  that  a  glorious  use  would  Jbe 
made  of  the  opportunity  if  the  head  of  the  nation  was  worthy 
of  its  heart. 


TO  MR.  MONROE. 

MoNTPBLLiBR,  December  6, 1823. 
Dear  Sir, — I  received,  by  yesterday's  mail,  your  favor  of  the 
4th,  covering  a  copy  of  the  message,  and  another  copy  under  a 
blank  cover.  It  presents  a  most  interesting  view  of  the  topics 
selected  for  it.  The  observations  on  the  foreign  ones  are  well 
moulded  for  the  occasion,  which  is  rendered  the  more  delicate 
and  serious  by  the  equivocal  indications  from  the  British  Cabi- 
net. The  reserve  of  Canning,  after  his  frank  and  earnest  con- 
versations with  Mr.  Rush,  is  mysterious  and  ominous.  Conld 
he  have  stepped  in  advance  of  his  superiors?  or  have  they  de- 
serted their  first  objects?  or  have  the  allies  shrunk  from  theirs? 
or  is  any  tiling  taking  place  in  Spain  which  the  adroitness  of  the 
British  Government  can  turn  against  the  allies,  and  in  favor  of 
South  America?  Whatever  may  be  the  explanation,  Canning 
ought,  in  candour,  after  what  had  passed  with  Mr.  Rush,  not  to 
have  withheld  it;  and  his  doing  so  enjoins  a  circumspect  reli- 
ance on  our  own  councils  and  energies.     One  thing  is  certain: 
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that  the  contents  of  tbe  message  will  receive  a  Tory  close  at 
teation  every  where,  and  that  it  can  do  nothing  but  good  any 
where. 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFEESON, 

MoNTPELLtim^  Dec  !S,  1823. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  the  letter  from  Mr.  Gilmer.     It  would 
have  been  more  agreeable  if  he  had  not  suspended  bis  decision 

as  to  the  nlterior  object  offered  bim;  but  lie  cannot  be  blamed 
for  yielding  to  the  reasons  he  gives  for  it.  There  is  weight  in 
what  he  suggests  as  to  an  extension  of  his  researclj  into  Ger- 
many; and  there  may  be  some  advantage  in  the  attraction  which 
a  professor  from  that  quarter  raiglit  have  for  students  from  the 
German  regions  of  the  United  States,  But  there  will  be  time 
for  consideration  before  a  finiil  instruction  on  the  subject  will 
be  given*  If  the  Continent  of  Europe,  however,  be  opened  at 
all,  it  may  be  well  not  to  shut  out  some  other  parts  of  it,  I 
hope,  if  the  Assembly  fulfils  our  wishes  at  an  early  period  of 
tbe  session,  that  the  Envoy  will  be  able  to  embark  before  the 
end  of  it,  if  it  be  a  long  one. 


TO  PRESIDENT  JfOKROE. 

MoxTPELiiKB.  I>pcemb(?r  26,  1823. 

Dear  Ste, — Yours  of  the  20tb  was  duly  received.  The  ex- 
ternal affairs  of  our  country  are,  I  perceive,  assuming  a  charac- 
ter more  and  more  delicate  and  important.  The  ground  on 
which  the  Russian  communications  were  met  was  certainly  well 
chosen.  It  is  evident  that  an  alienation  is  going  on  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  ruling  powers  of  the  Continent,  and  that 
the  former  is  turning  her  views  to  such  a  connexion  with  this 
Bide  of  the  Atlantic  as  may  replace  her  loss  of  political  weight 
and  commercial  prospects  on  the  other.  This  revolution  was 
indicated  by  the  coaxing  speech  of  Mr.  Canning  at  the  Liver- 
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pool  dinner;  and  19  fully  displayed  by  liis  project  for  introdacing 
the  United  States  to  a  Congress  on  tbe  Continent.  Whilst  the 
English  Government  very  naturally  endeavors  to  make  us  use- 
ful to  lier  national  objectSt  it  is  incumbent  on  ns  to  turn»as  far 
as  we  fairly  can,  the  friendly  consultations  with  her  to  oars; 
which,  besides  being  national,  embrace  the  good  of  mankind 
every  where.  It  seems  particularly  our  duty  not  to  let  tliat  na- 
tion usurp  a  meritorious  lead  in  measures  due  to  our  South 
American  neighbors;  one  obstacle  to  which  was  aptly  furnished 
[by]  Mr,  Ru.sh  in  his  proposal  to  Mr.  Canning,  that  their  Inde- 
pendence should  be  forthwith  acknowledged.  Nor  ought  we  to 
be  less  careful  in  guarding  against  an  appearance  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe^  at  which  the  self-love  of  Great  Britain  may  aim,  of  our 
being  a  satellite  of  her  primary  greatness. 

This  last  consideration  will,  of  course,  be  felt  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  invitation  which  Mr,  Canning  is  inviting  for  us  to 
the  expected  Congress.  A  participation  in  it  would  not  be 
likely  to  make  converts  to  our  principles;  whilst  our  admission 
under  the  wing  of  England  would  take  from  our  consequence 
what  it  would  add  to  hers.  Such  an  invitation,  nevertheless^ 
will  be  a  mark  of  respect  not  without  a  value,  and  this  will  be 
more  enhanced  by  a  polite  refusal  tlmn  by  an  acceptance;  not 
to  mention  that  the  acceptance  would  be  a  step  loading  us  into 
a  wihlemcBS  of  politics  and  a  den  of  conspirators. 

Whether  any  of  these  hasty  ideas  ought  to  be  changed  by  a 
fuller  acquaintance  witli  existing  circumstances,  or  under  the 
influence  of  others  now  in  embryo  only,  you  can  better  judge 
than  myself. 

If  there  bo  no  error  in  the  account  of  the  French  reception 
given  to  the  notification  of  the  British  Ambassador  at  Paris,  it 
would  almost  justify  suspicion  of  some  original  understanding 
that,  if  the  British  Government  would  not  interfere  against  the 
French  invasion  of  Spain,  the  French  would  not  thwart  the  pol- 
icy of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  South  America.  Or  must 
we  .suppose  that  France,  with  tlie  great  powers  at  her  back,  is 
ready  to  defy  the  united  strength  of  G.  Britain  and  America? 
She  could  not  surely  flatter  herself  with  the  hope  of  reconciling 
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them  to  the  scheme  for  fixing  aacw  tlse  Spanish  yoke  on  those 
who  have  shaken  it  oflF, 

Events  may  sooo  nnrarcl  these  and  other  mysteries. 


TO   JOHN   CAKTWRIOHT,* 


1824. 


It  19  80  long  since  I  received  your  volume  on  the  English 
Constitution,  with  the  letter  accompanying  it,  that  I  must  add 
to  my  thanks  for  the  favours  an  apoh»«]ry  for  the  delay  in  re- 
turning them.  I  licrccived  at  once,  that,  to  do  jtisticc  to  sucli 
a  work,  it  ought  to  he  read  with  a  continued  atlcntion,  which 
happened  to  bo  impossible  till  wifhin  a  short  time  past. 

I  am  now  able  to  say  that  I  have  found  in  your  pages  not  a 
little  to  admire,  very  much  to  approve,  but  some  things  in  which 
I  cannot  concur*  Were  I  to  name  instances  of  the  last,  1  should 
not  omit  your  preference  of  a  single  to  a  double  legislature. 

The  iutirmitics  most  besetting  popular  governments,  even  in 
the  representative  form,  are  found  to  be  defective  laws,  which 
do  mischief  before  they  can  be  mended,  and  biwa  passed  under 
transient  imjmlses,  of  which  time  and  reflection  call  for  a  change. 
These  causes  render  the  statute-book  complex  and  voluminous, 
multiply  disputed  cases  between  individuals,  increase  the  ex- 
pense of  legislation,  and  impair  that  certainty  and  stability 
which  are  among  the  greatest  beauties  as  well  as  most  solid  ad- 
vantages of  a  well-digested  code. 

A  second  branch  of  tl»e  legislature,  consisting  of  fewer  and 
riper  members,  deliberating  separately  and  independently  of  the 
other,  may  be  expected  to  correct  many  errors  and  inaccuracies 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  other,  and  to  control  whatever  of  pas- 
iion  or  precipitancy  may  be  fonnd  in  them;  and  being,  in  like 
manner  with  the  other,  elective  and  responsible,  the  probability 
is  strengthened  that  the  will  and  interest  of  their  common  con- 
stituents will  be  duly  pursued. 

In  support  of  this  view  of  the  subject  it  may  be  remarked^ 

*  Notice  of  bis  death  arrived  befare  this  was  sent 
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that  fhoTG  is  no  instance  among  us  of  a  change  of  a  double  for 
a  single  legislature,  while  there  ia  more  than  one  of  a  contrary 
change;  and  it  13  bcIicTcd,  that  if  all  the  States  were  now  to 
form  their  governmonta  over  again,  with  lights  derived  from 
experience,  they  would  be  imanimons  in  preferring  two  legisla- 
tive chambers  to  a  single  one. 

T  hope  you  will  have  no  occasion  to  regret  your  early  patron- 
age of  the  independence  of  this  country,  or  your  approbation  of 
the  principles  on  wliich  its  governments  have  been  established. 
Thus  far,  the  trees  can  be  s^afely  tested  by  their  fruits. 

It  affords  sincere  pleasure  to  find  your  government  and  na- 
tion relaxing  their  prejndiees  against  vis.  Experience  has* 
proved  what  a  few  ou  your  side  as  well  as  on  this  foresaw,  that 
the  separation  of  the  colonies^  though  a  gain  to  them,  would  he 
no  loss  of  rdamahJe  commerce  to  the  parent  State,  while  it 
would  be  a  gain  to  its  treasury  in  t!ic  diminished  demands  on  it* 

It  remains  for  the  two  countries  now  but  to  cultivate  mutual 
good-will,  to  enrich  and  improve  each  other  by  all  the  inter- 
changes having  these  tendencies,  and  to  promote  by  their  exam- 
ples the  improvement  and  happiness  of  all  other  counti'ies, 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  the  friendly 
sentiments  you  have  addressed  to  me,  and  to  be  assured  of  my 
great  respect  and  good  wishes. 


4 
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TO  GEORGE    m'dUFFIE. 

Sm, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  December  26,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  **A  joint  Resolution  *'  for  amending  the  Constitution 
in  the  case  of  cljoosiug  a  President  and  Vice  President,  accom- 
panied by  an  able  *' Report"  thereon,  and  on  the  expediency  of 
introduciog  a  fixed  nniformity  in  the  modes  of  choosing  mem* 
bers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President. 

You  ask  my  opinions  and  my  auggestions  on  these  points.    I 
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should  give  tbem  witli  more  cheerfulness  if  I  were  less  aware 
how  much  you  appear  flispoi^ed  to  overvalue  thorn. 

I  agree  entirely  with  the  committee  in  thinking  an  election 
of  representatives  and  of  electors  by  districts  preferable  to  that 
by  general  tieket;  and,  in  the  case  of  electors,  ])referable  to  that 
also  by  the  State  Legislatures.  I  agree  equally  with  tliem  in 
preferring  an  eventual  choice  of  President  and  Yiec  President 
by  a  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  to  the  existing 
provision  for  such  a  choice  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
voting  by  States.  The  committee  appear  to  me  to  bo  very 
rights  also,  in  linking  the  amendments  together,  as  a  compro- 
mise between  the  States,  who  may  mutually  regard  tljem  as  con- 
cessions. 

In  the  amendment  relating  to  district  elections  of  representa- 
tivea,  it  is  provided  that  the  districts  shall  not  be  alterable  pre- 
vious to  another  census.  And  the  "Joint  Resolution^'  extends 
the  prohibition  to  the  electoral  districts.  As  the  return  of  a 
census  may  not  be  witliiu  less  than  ten  years,  the  regulation 
may  become  very  inconvenient  and  dissatisfactoryp  especially  in 
the  new  States^  within  different  parts  of  which  the  population 
will  increase  at  such  unequal  rates.  It  would  be  a  bolter  pro- 
vision that  no  change  of  districti*  should  take  place  within  a 

period  of preceding  elections  next  in  view;  and  to  apply 

the  rule  to  cases  where  Congress  may  have  a  right  to  inter- 
pose, as  well  as  in  the  ordinary  exercise  of  the  power  by  the 
States. 

The  power  given  by  the  joint  resolution  to  the  electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  to  fill  up  their  own  vacancies,  and 
to  appoint  the  two  additional  electors,  is  liable  to  the  remark 
that,  where  there  may  be  but  a  single  elector,  casualties  to  him 
might  deprive  his  State  of  its  two  additional  electors;  and  that 
a  single  elector,  with  a  right  to  appoint  two  others^  would  have 
in  effect  three  vote^,  a  situation  exposing  him  in  a  particular 
TOanner  to  temptations  of  which  the  Constitution  is  jealous. 
The  objection  to  such  an  augmented  power  applies  generally 
with  a  force  proportioned  to  the  fewness  of  electors  allotted  to 
a  State.     There  may  be  some  difficulty  in  finding  a  satisfactory 
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cure  for  the  iBConvenieiice.  In  States  entitled  to  bat  one  rep- 
resentative, the  single  district  might  choose  tliree  eloc?-tx)rs.  In 
Statc?^  having  two  represen  tut  Ives,  each  of  its  two  disstricts^  by- 
choosing:  two  electors,  would  furnish  its  quotii  of  four.  In  all 
other  Stales  the  difficulty  wou1<l  occur.  Aod  as  uniformity  is 
so  justly  an  object,  it  would  seem  best  to  let  the  State  LegiBla- 
tures  appoint  or  provide  for  the  appointment  of  the  two  addi- 
tional electors,  and  for  filling  electoral  vacancies,  limiting  the 
time  within  which  the  appointment  most  be  made. 

Would  it  not  be  better  to  retain  the  word  **immediatclT/'  in 
requiring  the  two  houses  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  President 
and  Vice  President,  than  to  change  it  into  "without  separa- 
ting?" If  the  change  could  quicken  and  ensure  a  final  ballot, 
it  would  certainly  be  a  good  one.  But  as  it  might  give  rise  to 
disputes  as  to  the  validity  of  an  election  after  an  adjournment 
and  separation  forced  by  a  repetition  of  abortive  baHotings, 
the  existing  term  might,  perhaps,  as  well  remain,  and  take  its 
chance  of  answering  the  purpose.  The  distinction  between  a 
regulation  which  is  directory  only,  and  one  a  departure  from 
which  would  have  a  vitiatory  effect,  is  not  always  obvious;  and 
in  the  delicate  affair  of  electing  a  Chief  Magistrate,  it  will  be 
best  to  hazard  as  little  as  possible  a  discussion  of  it. 

In  the  appeal  to  the  second  meeting  of  electors,  their  choice 
is  limited  to  the  tiro  names  having  the  highest  number  of  votes 
given  at  the  first  meeting.  As  there  may  be  an  equality  of 
votes  among  several  highest  on  the  list,  the  option  onght  to  he 
enlarged  accordingly,  as  well  with  a  view  to  obviate  uncertainty 
as  to  deal  equally  with  eqiml  pretensions. 

The  expedient  of  resorting  to  a  second  meeting  of  the  Presi- 
dential electors,  in  order  to  diminish  the  risk  of  a  final  resort 
to  Congress,  has  certainly  much  to  recommend  it.  But  the  evil 
to  be  guarded  against  would  lose  not  a  little  of  its  formidable 
aspect  by  the  substitution  of  a  joint  ballot  of  the  members  of 
Congress  for  a  vote  by  States  in  the  Representative  branch; 
while  the  prolonged  period  during  which  the  electors  must  be 
in  appointment  before  the  final  votes  would  be  given,  relin- 
quishes the  contemplated  advantages  of  functions  to   be  so 
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quickly  commenced  and  closed  as  to  preclude  extraneous  mau- 
agemcnt  aod  intrigue.  The  increased  trouble  and  expense  are 
of  minor  consideration,  though  not  to  be  entirely  disregarded. 
It  may  be  a  more  important  remark  that  in  cases  where,  from 
an  eqnality  of  votes  on  the  electoral  list,  more  than  two  names 
mij^ht  be  sent  back  to  the  electors,  very  serious  embarrassments 
and  delays  might  happen  from  miscalculations  or  perverse  dis- 
positions in  some  of  so  many  distinct  meetings;  and  that,  after 
all  J  no  perfect  security  would  exist  against  an  ultimate  devolu- 
tion of  the  choice  on  Congress,  Still,  it  may  be  a  fair  question 
whether  a  second  meeting  of  electors,  with  its  prospect  of  pre- 
venting an  election  by  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  would 
not  be  preferable  to  a  single  meeting  with  the  greater  probabil- 
ity of  a  resort  to  them. 

As  your  request  extends  to  sufjgeslions  as  well  as  opinioDS»  I 
shall  more  fully  comply  with  it  by  sketching  for  consideration 
a  process  which  omits  a  second  meeting  of  electors,  and  aims  at 
an  improved  chance  of  a  decisive  vote  in  the  first. 

"Each  elector  to  give  two  votes;  one  naming  his  first  choice, 
the  other  his  next  choice.  If  there  be  a  majority  for  the  first 
name,  the  choice  is  made.  If  there  be  not  a  majority  for  the 
first,  and  one  for  the  next  name,  the  next  to  be  President  If 
there  be  not  a  majority  for  either,  then  a  final  choice  to  be  made 
by  joint  ballot  of  the  Uouse  of  Representatives  and  Senate,  out 
of  the  two  or  more  names  having  the  two  highest  number  of 
votes  on  the  two  lists  taken  together.  A  Vice  President  to  be 
chosen  in  a  similar  manner." 

If  there  be  no  olycctions  to  such  a  process,  not  yet  occurring 
to  me,  it  may  be  entitled  to  comparative  examination  by  its 
avoiding  the  inconveniences  of  a  second  meeting  of  electors,  and 
its  doubling  the  chance  of  a  decisive  ballot  at  a  single  one.  In 
contested  elections,  especially  where  there  may  be  a  number  of 
candidates,  the  name  second  in  preference  might  well  unite  a 
majority  of  votes,  those  for  the  first  being  so  scattered  as  to  fail 
of  it. 

*    Should  a  provision  for  a  second  meeting  of  electors  be  deemed 
indispensable,  and  any  value  be  attached  to  the  suggested  mode 
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of  voting  at  the  first,  tliore  is  no  incompatibility  between  the 
two  arrangements. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  observe,  tliat  in  a  late  answer  to 
a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  distinguisbed  ability,  wlio  has 
turned  his  thoughts  to  an  improvement  of  the  elective  provi- 
sions for  President  and  Vice  President,  I  was  led  to  a  sketch 
similar  to  the  above,  with  an  intimation  that  it  would  be  agree- 
able to  me  fiot  to  be  brought  into  any  public  dUcmsion  of  tfte  etdj- 
jecL 

Tour  letter  reached  me  on  Monday  evening,  but  I  was  for 
several  days  under  an  indisposition  wliich  prevented  a  due  at- 
tention to  itj  nor  am  I  gure  that,  with  the  present  remains  of  it, 
I  have  even  done  justice  to  my  own  ideas.  I  am  very  sui^e  that 
I  have  been  far  from  doing  it  to  the  subject  itself. 
With  great  respect, 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSOK. 

MoMTPXLLiBE«  Jimf  H,  1824. 

D"  Sm, — I  return  the  letters  from  Doctor  Cooper  inclosed  in 
yours  of  tlie  7tlL  It  is  truly  to  be  lamented  that  at  his  stago 
of  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  valuable  labours,  he  should  expe* 
rience  tlie  persecutions  which  torment  and  depress  him.  Should 
he  finally  wish  to  exchange  his  present  berth  for  one  in  our  Uni- 
versity, and  make  the  proposition  without  any  advances  on  our 
part,  there  could  be  no  indelicacy  in  our  receiving  him.  What 
I  should  dread  would  be,  that  notwithstanding  his  pre-eminent 
qualifications,  there  might  be  difficulties  to  overcome  among 
ourselves  in  the  first  iustancc;  and  what  is  worse,  that  the  spirit 
which  persecutes  him  where  he  is  would  find  a  copartner  here 
not  less  active  in  poisoning  liis  happiness  and  impairing  the 
popularity  of  the  Institution,  We  must  await  the  contingency, 
and  act  for  the  best. 

You  have,  probably,  noticed  that  the  manner  in  which  tho 
Constitution,  as  it  stands^  may  operate  in  the  approaching  elec- 
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tioQ  of  President,  is  multiplying  projects  for  amending  it.  If 
electoral  districts,  and  an  eventual  decii?ioD  by  joint  bullot  of 
l/otli  IIoMsea  of  Congress,  could  be  established,  it  would,  I  tfiink, 
be  a  real  improvement;  and  as  the  smaller  States  wouUl  approve 
the  one,  and  the  larger  tlie  other,  a  spirit  of  compromise  might 
adopt  both. 

An  appeal  from  an  abortive  ballot  in  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Electors  to  a  reassembling  of  them,  a  part  of  the  several  plans, 
has  something  plausible,  and,  in  comparisou  with  the  existing 
arrangement,  might  not  be  inadmissible.  But  it  is  not  free  from 
material  objections.  It  relinquishes,  particularly,  the  policy  of 
the  Constitution  in  allowing  as  little  time  as  possible  for  the 
Electors  to  be  known  and  tampered  with.  And  beside  the 
opportunities  for  intrigue  furnished  by  tlie  interval  between  the 
first  and  second  meeting,  the  danger  of  having  one  electoral 
body  played  off  against  another,  by  artful  misreprcscntutionB 
rapidly  transmitted,  a  danger  not  to  be  avoided,  would  be  at 
least  doubled.  It  is  a  fact  witliin  my  own  knowledge,  that  the 
eqaality  of  votes  which  threatened  such  niiscliicf  in  1801  was 
the  result  of  false  assurances  despatched  at  the  critical  moment 
to  the  Electors  of  one  State,  that  the  votes  of  another  would  be 
different  from  what  they  proved  to  be. 

Having  received  letters  from  certain  quarters  on  the  subject 
of  the  pro|)osed  amendments  which  I  could  uot  decline  answer- 
iog,  I  have  suggested  for  consideration,  **that  each  Elector 
should  give  two  votes;  one  gaming  his  first  choice,  tl»c  other 
naming  his  next  choice.  If  there  be  a  majority  for  the  first, 
lie  to  be  elected;  if  not,  and  a  majority  for  the  next,  he  to  be 
elected:  if  there  be  not  a  njajority  for  eitlicr,  then  the  names 
having  the  two  highest  number  of  votes  on  the  two  lists  taken 
together  to  bo  referred  to  a  joint  ballot  of  the  Legislature/'  It 
IS  not  probable  tliat  this  modification  will  be  relished  by  cither 
of  those  to  whom  it  lias  been  suggested,  botli  of  them  having  in 
hand  projects  of  their  own.  Nor  am  I  sure  there  may  not  be 
objections  to  it  which  have  been  overlooked.  It  was  recom- 
mended to  ray  reflections  by  its  avoiding  the  inconveniences  of 
a  second  meeting  of  Electors,  and  at  the  same  time  doubling  the 
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chance  of  avoiding  a  final  resort  to  Congress,  I  have  iotimated 

to  my  correspoudeuts  my  disincliDation  to  be  brought  in  any 
way  into  the  public  discussion  of  the  subject;  the  ratlicr,  ag  every 
thing  having  a  future  relation  only  to  a  Presidential  election 
may  be  misconstrned  into  some  bearing  on  that  now  depending. 


TO  JOHK  M^EAN. 

MoKTPXLLiRV,  Febr  2,  1824. 

D"  Sir, — ^I  have  received  your  letter  of  January  28,  inclosing 
the  memorandum  from  Mr.  Wagner  relating  to  a  publication  of 
the  Archives  of  the  ConfederaHon* 

It  seems  very  proper,  that  whatever  is  valuable  in  the  nnpub' 
liahcd  Archives  of  the  Revolution,  and  may  no  longer  be  under 
a  seal  of  secrecy,  should  be  secured  agaiust  the  wa.Hte  and  ca:«- 
ualties  of  time  by  a  muUi  plica  Hon  of  printed  copies;  and  the 
writer  of  the  meniorandum  may  be  deemed  well  qualified  for  tlio 
task.  In  some  respeclrt  he  would,  as  he  suggests,  enjoy  partic- 
ular facilities;  and  I  cannot  suppose  him  deficient  in  the  requisite 
fairness  and  faithfulnesSj  for  wliicli  there  would^  moreover,  be  a 
pledge  in  his  regard  as  well  to  profit  as  to  reputation. 

I  have  implied  that  the  Archives  may  contain  confidential 
matter,  the  seal  of  which  is  not  even  yet  worn  out.  From  my 
partial  knowledge  and  recollection  of  them,  1  infer  that  there 
may  be  personalities  and  delicate  transactions  in  the  corres- 
pondence  of  some  of  our  public  Ministers,  which  might  awaken 
feelings,  foreign  or  domestic,  original  or  derivative,  to  which  it 
would  be  best  to  allow  at  least  a  prolonged  repose.  In  Uie 
discrimination  of  such  from  other  parts  of  the  documents,  I  take 
for  granted  that  the  judgment  of  any  editor  would  be  aided  by 
a  superintending  one. 

If  the  requested  permission  be  granted,  would  it  not  be  well  to 
stipulate  for  a  certain  number  of  copies,  to  be  so  distributed  into 
fixed  situations,  as  would  contribute  not  only  to  their  useful  ac- 
ceptability, but  to  their  more  certain  descent  to  posterity? 

It  occurs  that  a  resolution  passed  Congress  several  years  ago 
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autliorizing  a  puLlication  of  the  foreign  correspondence  during 
tlie  ReTohitioTiary  period,  I  do  not  remember  its  precise  tenor 
or  its  result.  It  will,  of  course,  be  adverted  to  in  any  new  ar- 
rangement involving  the  same  sulyect. 


TO  MR.   MOXROE. 

MoHTFELLiER,  Fehruiiiy  4,  1824. 

Dear  SiBp— I  received  a  few  days  ago  a  letter  from  Mr, 
MXean,  Postmaster  General,  enclosing  an  application  from  Mr. 
Wagner  for  permission  to  publish  tlie  archives  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary Congress,  and  conveying  *'your  request  of  my  advice" 
on  the  subject;  it  being  supposed  that  *'iny  acquaintance  with 
Mr,  W,  would  enable  me  to  judge  of  Lis  ability  and  integrity." 
Ah  I  telt  much  respect  for  Jfr.  M'Lean>  and  as  he  spoke  directly 
from  yourself,  I  gave  him  the  prompt  answer,  which  I  do  not 
enclose,  because  it  will  of  course  be  communicated  to  you.  Not 
wishing  to  attach  to  it  an  importance  which  might  be  implied 
by  making  it  confidential,  I  did  not  mark  it  as  such.  It  lias 
since  occurred  that  it  may  be  best  not  to  leave  it  open  to  be 
viewed  in  a  different  light;  and  I  will  thank  you  to  make  the 
remark  to  Mr.  M.,  which  can  be  done  with  truth,  I  presume,  as 
an  inference  from  yourself,  and  without  manifesting  any  doubt 
on  my  part  of  his  delicacy,  a  doubt  wliich  I  do  not  in  the  least 
entertain.  Misapprehension  alone  could,  I  am  sure,  mislead  him 
in  such  a  case. 

The  fieeond  thought  I  liavc  expressed  was  Buggested  by  ray 
ignorance  of  the  footing  on  which  Mr*  W.  may  be  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  to  whom,  as  keeper  of  tlie  archives,  an  immedi- 
ate application,  if  not  made  to  yourself,  was  most  obvious,  espe- 
cially if  tliere  be  no  particular  intimacy  between  Mr.  W-  and 
the  intermediary  chosen;  and  by  my  ignorance,  also,  of  liis 
course,  as  it  may  fiavo  related  to  yourself,  and,  indeed,  of  his 
general  course  for  a  period  of  years  past.  For  myself,  I  should 
not  under  any  circumstances  refuse  to  do  hira  the  justice  of  say- 
ing, that  during  liis  service  in  the  Department  of  State»  whilst  it 
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was  contemporary  with  mine  at  the  head  of  it,  I  had  full  evi- 
dence of  !iis  ability,  without  any  whatever  of  his  want  of  in- 
tegrity or  fidelity.  After  the  resignation  of  his  post  I  had  no 
personal  cominunication  with  him,  nor  any  particular  knowl- 
edge of  \m  career.  From  the  manner  in  which  he  withdrew  I 
had  a  right  to  suppose  ho  was  dissatisfied,  though  the  cause  was 
never  explained;  and  \\h  manner  of  attending  [adverting?]  to 
his  official  period  in  his  memorandum  lias  the  aspect  of  studi- 
ously avoiding  a  reference  to  his  tlien  superior,  either  from  aoj 
unfriendly  feeling  in  himself,  or  a  belief  of  an  unfriendly  on<j 
towards  him.  Whatever  may  be  the  reality  of  the  former,  tliere 
is  so  little  of  the  latter,  that  if  the  publication  in  qucsrion  l>e 
decided  on,  and  he  be  viewed  as  the  proper  hand  for  the  task, 
I  should  never  wish  him  to  be  deprived  of  its  advantage.  This 
is  sufficiently  shewn  by  my  letter  to  Mr.  M'Lean,  however  I 
may  incline  that  its  purport  should  not  be  exposed  to  the  risk 
of  misconstructions  by  those  whose  knowledge  of  circumstaDces 
may  be  either  greater  or  less  than  mine* 
Health  and  every  other  happiness. 


TO   PRESIDENT  MONBOB. 

FEnRUXRT6»  1824.* 

Dear  Sir, — Tour  favor  of  January  26  came  duly  to  hand. 

The  information  I  wish  to  be  obtained  from  General  Jackson 
is — PS  Wtiat  were  tlie  form  and  dales  of  the  appointments  of 
Brigadier  and  of  Brevet  Major  General,  accepted  by  him  in  his 
letter  of  June  8,  1814,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  what  the 
dale  of  the  Secretary's  letter  enclosing  the  appointments?  The 
term  ''fonn/^  refers  to  the  distinction  between  comnm&ions 
signed  by  the  President  and  appnnttmmls  signed  by  the  Secre- 
tary alone.  2°'^'^.  What  were  the  fonn  and  dnfr  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Major  General,  accepted  by  him  in  his  letter  of  June 
20,  1814,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  what  the  date  of  the 
Secretary's  letter  enclosing  it?  and  particularly  whether  the  ap- 
♦  [See  "Keview,"  &o..  Post,  p,  373.] 
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pointment  was  to  take  effect  from  its  date,  or  at  a  sabBeqnent 
day? 

I  am  sorry  that,  in  addition  to  the  trouble  to  joiirBclT,  any 
should  be  given  to  General  Jackson;  especially  as  I  do  not 
foresee  any  very  material  liglit  in  the  expected  information  be- 
yond what  is  now  possessed*  I  had  no  reason,  judging  by  mj" 
own  feeb'ngs,  to  doubt  the  friendly  ones  of  the  General.  I  eould 
not  mistake  his  character  m  far  as  to  suppose  him  capable  of 
l>ein!T  influenced  by  tlic  perverled  statement  in  print,  unless  in 
contempt  for  its  author,  whose  oliject  could  not  escape  him. 

It  affords  Mrs,  Madison  and  myself  great  pleasure  to  learn 
that  the  tedious  instabilify  of  Mrs.  Monroe's  health  is  termina- 
ting so  happily*  She  must  not  give  her  physicians  too  mnch 
credit  at  the  expense  of  what  is  due  to  the  climate,  which  proved 
80  beneticial  during  her  last  visit,  nor  forget  that  its  conserva- 
tive virtues  are  not  inferior  to  its  restorative.  We  offer  her 
and  yourself  our  cordial  respects  and  best  wishes. 


TO  B.   H.   LEE. 

MoifTFCLtiKE,  Foby  9,  1824. 

D*  Sm,— Tour  letter  of  January  24  came  to  hand  by  the 
mail  of  Friday  last  The  letter  from  President  Monroe,  wluch 
it  enclosed,  would  have  been  received  with  pleasure  from  your 
own  hand. 

Your  Grandfather,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  of  whom  you  are  pre- 
paring a  biographical  Memoir,  having  borne  a  conspicuous  part 
in  our  Revolution,  I  should  very  cheerfully  make  any  contribu- 
tion in  my  power  towards  the  portrait  of  his  character  which 
is  destined  for  posterity.  But,  altliough  we  were  always  on  a 
footing  of  mutual  cordiality,  my  intercourse  with  him  furnished 
fewer  opportunities  of  witnessing  his  private  life  and  his  public 
career  than  were  enjoyed  by  others  of  his  friends,  and  by  some 
of  his  fellow-labourers  on  tlie  political  theatre*  The  distance 
of  our  abodes  from  each  other  did  not  admit  of  social  comma- 
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nication,  and  my  first  Acquaintance  with  liim  was  subsequent 
to  tlie  clo?o  of  llie  Revolutionary  sftrugglcs;  the  period  during 
wliicli  liis  powers  and  public  virtues  were  drawn  into  their  |rrtMit-j 
est  display.  At  later  periods  we  were,  iu  several  iuRiauces,  j 
sociatcd  in  public  life;  and  I  was  thence  a  witness  of  hh  patri- 
otic zeal  and  of  his  captivating  eloquence.  Occasions  occurred, 
also,  on  which  I  shared  in  the  private  gratifications  afforded  by 
the  charms  of  liis  colloquial  gifts  and  polislied  manners.  Be- 
yond thet^e  remarks,  I  could  speak  of  him  as  one  of  the  disiin- 
f^nished  worthies  of  the  distinguished  limes  in  which  his  lot  was 
cast,  in  the  general  term.s  only  which  expressed  the  rank  he 
lield  in  the  estimation  of  his  country. 

I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  wtiat  to  say  on  the  subject  of  the  let- 
ters from  me  which  you  wish  to  print  among  the  selections 
from  the  correspondence  of  your  Grandfather.  I  find  that  the 
liaste  in  which  tliey  were  probably  written,  in  the  midst  of  pulv 
lie  duties,  has  left  no  trace  of  their  contents  among  my  papers 
by  which  I  could  judge  of  their  fitness  for  sucli  a  use.  I  do  not 
queaiion  tlie  judgment  or  delicacy  of  intention  which  decides 
tlicm  to  be  unexceptionable  in  that  respect.  But  it  is  quitepos^ 
sible  that,  written,  as  they  may  have  Vieen,  at  times  of  pnliticnl 
cxeilemcnt,  they  may  liave  bearings  not  agreeable  to  the  feel- 
ings of  CO  temporaries  yet  living,  of  their  surviving  connexions, 
though  not  particularly  striking  the  attention  of  others.  In 
this  view,  I  may  not  improperly  feel  some  hesitation  at  giving 
a  positive  sanction  to  the  proposed  publicity,  unless  I  could 
have  a  previous  opportunity  of  looking  over  the  letters  them* 
selves.  As  this  may  be  efiFected  without  any  material  delay, 
may  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  put  the  letters  into  a  channel  by 
which  they  may  speedily  reacli  me?  Tlie  surest,  perhaps,  will 
be  the  mail  from  Washington  to  Orange  Court-Home,  Vtrffima^ 
that  route  being  less  liable  to  mistakes  and  casualties  than  tliose 
less  public  across  the  Country.  The  marked  attention  to  the 
address  is  snggested  by  the  many  places  of  the  same  name,  from 
which  I  often  experience  delays,  and  sometimes  faihjres,  of  let- 
ters intended  for  me. 

My  files,  I  perceive,  contain  a  few  letters  from  your  Grand- 
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fatlier;  tlie  first  of  thorn  to  tlie  Virginia  Delegation  in  Congress, 
the  otiiers  to  me*  They  are  of  the  following  elates:  Juno  12, 
1781;  Nov.  20  and  Dec.  26,  1784;,  May  30,  1785.  If  copies 
should  not  be  among  ois  papers,  and  a  sight  of  them  be  desired, 
they  will  be  forwarded. 


TO  ROBEBT  S.   GABNETT. 

MojiTPiLUiB,  Fob.  11,  1824, 

Dear  Sm,— The  mail  brmight  rao,  the  evening  before  the  last, 
your  favor  of  the  5th,  with  the  copy  of  tlio  '*Ncw  \"iews;^^  ite., 
for  which  I  tender  my  acknowledgments*  I  must  put  off  the 
reading  of  such  a  work  till  it  may  be  subject  to  less  interriTj)- 
tion  than  would  at  this  time  be  unavoidable.  From  a  glance 
at  a  few  passages  in  the  outset^  I  do  not  doubt  that  more  com- 
petent lights  as  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  would 
liave  saved  the  distinguished  author  from  much  error,  into  which 
he  may  have  been  led  by  the  faint  or  refracted  ray^s  to  which  lie 
truHted.  The  general  terms  or  phrases  used  in  the  introductory 
propositions,  and  now  a  source  of  so  much  constructive  inge- 
nuity, were  never  meant  to  be  inserted  in  their  loose  furm  in 
the  text  of  the  Constitution.  Like  resolutions  preliminary  to 
legal  enactments,  it  was  understood  by  all  that  they  were  to  be 
reduced,  by  proper  limitations  and  specifications,  into  the  form 
in  which  they  were  to  be  final  and  operative;  as  was  actually 
done  in  the  jrrogress  of  the  session. 

Whether  the  Constitution,  in  any  of  its  stages,  or  as  it  now 
Stands,  be  a  national  or  a  federal  one,  is  a  question  which  ought 
to  Im?  premised  by  a  definition  of  the  terms;  and  then  the  answer 
must  be,  that  it  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  but  |K>ssessing 
attributes  of  both.  It  is  a  system  of  Grovernnient  emphatically 
sni  generis,  for  designating  which  there  consequently  was  no  ap* 
propriate  term  or  denomination  pre-existing. 

If  there  be  any  thing  in  these  hasty  remarks  which  is  ren- 
dered inapplicable  by  parts  of  the  volume  into  wliich  I  have  not 
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yet  looked,  you  will  be  as  ready  to  excuse  as  sure  to  detect  the 

misconception. 

Witli  friendly  respects  aod  good  wishes. 


TO  BEV'*  TTMOTHT    ALDEN,   SECRETARY  TO   BOARD    TRUSTEES   AL- 
LEGHANY  COLLEGE,    ETC. 

Fkh*  18,  l«2i. 

Sir, — I  Imve  received  tho  Resolution  of  the  Trnstees  of  Alle- 
ghaDy  College,  with  the  printed  copy  of  its  Library,  as  for- 
warded .by  yoq. 

The  Trustees  were  not  mistaken  in  the  belief  that  it  wonlfi 
give  mc  pleasure  to  know  that  a  learned  institutian  had  been 
80  promptly  reared  in  so  favorahle  a  position,  and  under  such 
happy  auspices.  No  one  who  regards  [lublic  liberty  as  essen- 
tial to  pnblic  happiness  can  fail  to  rejoice  at  every  new  source 
of  that  iiitellectual  and  moral  instruction  withont  which  liberty 
can  neither  last  long,  nor  bo  fruitful  of  its  proper  blessings 
whilst  it  does  last. 

The  College  may  be  very  justly  congratulated  on  the  number 
and  value  of  the  Books  so  munificently  contributed  to  its  infant 
Library*  I  cannot,  as  yet,  say  as  much  of  an  Institution  which 
was  commenced  with  us  a  few  years  ago,  under  the  name  of  the 
Central  College,  on  the  basis  of  private  subscriptions,  and 
which  has  since  been  adopted  and  endowed  by  the  Legislature 
as  a  State  University.  Its  present  funds  do  but  compleat 
the  buildings  and  provide  for  the  introductions  of  professors 
and  students.  The  indispensable  furniture  of  a  Library,  with 
that  of  an  exemplifying  apparatus,  exist  only  in  our  hopes,  whicJi 
rest  on  the  wise  policy  and  patriotic  liberality  which  has  thus 
far  patronised  the  Inatitution. 

I  pray  you,  Sir,  to  present  my  thanks  to  the  Trustees  for  their 
polite  attention,  and  my  best  wishes  that  their  future  exertions 
in  the  cause  of  useful  science  may  be  distinguished  by  all  the 
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success  which  is  promised  by  the  smiles  from  above  on  their 
past. 


TO  RICHARD  RUSH. 

Fkb»  27, 1824. 

D*  Sir, — Almost  at  the  moment  of  receiving  yours  of  Decem-* 
ber  28,  my  hand  casually  fell  on  the  inclosed  scrap,  which  I 
must  have  extracted  from  the  Author,*  [borrowed  for  the  pur- 
pose,] on  some  occasion  when  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mis- 
sissippi engaged  my  attention.  I  add  it  to  my  former  enclo- 
sures on  that  subject,  merely  as  pointing  to  one  source  of  infor- 
mation which  may  lead  to  others  fuller  and  better. 

*LinqQet:  [lingaet?]  <«  ObBenratioiii  sur  TonTcrtiire  de  rEfloani.** 
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ATTBSBOTKD  TO 
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REVIEW 

0?  i. 

STATEMENT  AnRIBDTED  TO  GEN.  JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

WITH  Aur 

APPENDIX  OP  ILLUSTRATITE  DOCUMENTS* 


Inlfrodudan/  m^  by  Mr.  Madison, 

Tt  WM  several  years  after  the  publication  before  it  came  to  the  knowledgre  of 
J.  M.|  who  prepared  the  review  of  it,  with  an  iDtention  of  sending  it  to  the  editor. 
He  was  dissuaded  from  thta  course  by  the  President,  who  observed  that  no  credit 
WB8  given  to  what  came  from  the  writen  It  appeared,  alao,  that  the  Repoeitory 
bad  been  some  time  diseontinued. 

In  the  *'  Literary  and  Scientific  Repository/'  No.  VI,  page 
502-3,  published  at  New  York,  Octoljer,  1821,  tlie  following 
statement  h  made  as  ''  from  documents  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter:" 

"  Early  io  the  month  of  May,  1814,  the  then  Secretary  of  War 
proposed  to  confer  on  General  Jackson  the  appointment  of  Brig- 
adier in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  with  the  Brevet  of  Major 
^General,  until  a  Tacancy,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  should 
permit  his  appointment  to  a  similar  grade  in  the  line.  He  was* 
at  the  same  time,  named  to  the  command  of  Military  District 
No.  7,  of  which  New  Orleans  made  a  part.  This  proposition, 
in  both  its  branches,  the  promissory  as  well  as  the  appointing, 
was  approved  by  the  President,  and  a  communication  to  Gea- 
eral  Jackson  made  accordingly.  On  the  twenty-second  of  May 
General  Harrison's  resignation  was  received  at  the  War  Of- 
fice, and  on  the  day  following  wag  reported  to  the  President, 
as  furmsUing  means  forgiving  immediate  execution  to  the  prom- 
ise already  stated.     The  President's  answer  was  indecisive. 

*  See  letter  to  President  Monroe,  anie  p.  364. 
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*  The  better  way,'  says  he,  *  will  be  to  send  ou  a  Major  GeneraVa 
commission  at  once;  but  on  this  I  suspend  a  final  decision  till  I 
see  you/  The  Secretary,  on  the  other  liand,  not  believing  that 
a  right  to  tamper  with  engagomeots  solemnly  made  and  comma* 
nicated  existed  anywhere,  or  for  any  length  of  time,  hastened 
to  act  on  what  appeared  to  he  the  first  impression  of  the  Presi- 
dent; immediately  forwarded  the  commission;  and  took  on  him* 
self  the  responsibility  of  doing  so.** 

From  this  statement  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  following  ex- 
tracts and  letters;  it  being  kept  in  mind  that  the  correspondence 
of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War  took  place  while  the  for- 
mer was  at  his  residence  in  Virginia;  that  during  the  period  no 
other  than  written  communications  passed  between  them;  and 
that  the  extracts  contain  every  thing  relative  to  the  matter  of 
them: 

Extract  (f  a  letter  from  tlm  Secretary  of  War  to  (lie  Presided, 
dated  May  14,  18U. 

*' Something  ought  to  be  done  for  General  Jackson.  The  va- 
cant Major  Oenerars  place  [produced  by  General  Hampton's 
resignation]  cannot  be  filled  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 
But  we  can  make  liim  a  Brigadier  and  give  liim  the  Brevet  of 
Major  General;  and  send  him  to  relievo  General  Flournoy,  who 
is  very  impatient  in  his  present  position,** 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  President  to  the  Secrdary  of  War, 
dated  May  17,  1814. 

**  Send,  also,  [to  the  President,]  a  commission  of  Brigadier 
and  a  Brevet  of  Major  General  for  General  Jackson," 


Extract  of  a  iMer  from  ike  President  to  the  Seeretnry  q^  Woift 
datai  May  20,  1814. 

**  I  have  the  day  for  setting  out  for  Washington  still  to  fix. 
It  was  my  original  purpose  to  be  back  before  the/rdi  ^  negst 
month,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  effect  it.*' 
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Extract  (f  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  President, 
dated  May  20,  1814. 

"  General  Harrison  resigned  hia  military  appointment  on  the 
eleventh  instant^  and  expects  to  be  relieved  on  the  tliirty-first 
in  the  command  of  the  8th  District.  M*' Arthur  h  next  to  him 
in  rank;  bnt  being  destined  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  com- 
posed of  Paul's  and  Miller's  regiments,  he  will  not  be  long  in 
the  District,  and  in  his  absence  the  command  devolves  on  Gen- 
eral Howard.  Of  this  officer  I  have  heard  nothing  lately.  Tlie 
presumption  is  that  he  lias  gone  on  to  S*  Louis." 

Here  is  no  allusion  to  the  resignation  as  creating  a  vacancy 
for  General  Jackson,  nor  to  any  commission  enclosed  in  the  let- 
ter. The  difficulty  of  supplying  a  commander  of  the  District 
would  intimate  rather  the  expediency  of  retaining  General  Har- 
rison longer  in  the  service. 


^ 


Extract  </  a  letter  from  ike  President  to  the  Secretary  of  War^ 
dated  May  24»  with  a  postscript  of  May  25. 

"I  hare  received  yours  of  the  twentieth  instant.  Thecommis- 
Bion  by  Brevet  for  General  Jackson  is  not  accompanied  by  the 
preliminary  one  of  Brigadier.  As  the  resignation  of  General 
Harrison  renders  that  circuit  unnecessary,  the  better  way  will 
he  to  send  at  once  a  Major  Generars  commission,  I  suspend  a 
final  decision,  however,  till  I  see  you;  which  tmU  he  in  two  or 
three  days  after  the  arrival  of  this  J' 

From  this  it  appears  that  a  commission  was  enclosed  in  the 
Secretary's  letter  of  the  twentieth,  and  reeeived  as  the  Brevet 
for  General  Jackson  called  for  by  the  President;  no  suggestion 
of  a  change  of  purpose  being  made  by  the  Secretary, 
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COPIES  OP  LETTERS  BETWEEN  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR  AND 
GENERAL  JACKSON,  FROM  THE  PILES  OP  THE  WAR  DEPART- 
MENT. 

From  the  Secretary  to  the  CrenercH. 

"  Mat  22d,  1814 

"Sir, — The  vacancy  produced  by  General  Hampton's  resig- 
nation not  having  been  filled  during  the  late  session  of  the 
Senate,  cannot  be  supplied  constitutionally  during  the  recess  of 
tliat  body.  All,  therefore,  that  can  be  done  at  present,  in  re- 
ward for  your  able  and  gallant  conduct  during  the  campaign, 
and  in  testimony  of  the  public  respect  these  have  obtained,  is, 
to  make  you  a  Brigadier  in  the  line,  with  the  Brevet  of  Major 
General,  and  to  invest  you  with  command  of  the  7"*  Military 
^District.  Commissions  of  this  cliaracter  will  be  immediatdy 
prepared  and  forwarded;  and  I  cannot  but  hope  but  that  they 
will  be  acceptable  and  accepted,  and  that  it  will  not  be  incon- 
venient for  you  to  assume  the  new  command  without  loss  of 
time.  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  you  my  great  re- 
spect and  best  wishes." 

This  letter  is  dated  two  days  after  the  letter  to  the  President 
communicating  the  resignation  of  General  Harrison.  The  two 
commissions  promised,  it  appears,  were  never  forwarded.  One 
of  them  only  was  sent  to  the  President  for  his  sanction;  namely, 
the  one  enclosed  in  the  letter  of  the  twentieth,  mentioning  the 
resignation  of  General  Harrison,  without  mentioning  the  com- 
mission. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Oeneral. 

"  BUT  24, 1814. 

"In  the  event  of  your  acceptance  of  the  appointment  an- 
nounced by  my  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  I  have  to  suggest  the 
wish  of  the  President  that  you  should  proceed  without  delay  to 
Fort  Jackson,  and  consurainate  the  arrangements  committed  to 
General  Pinckney  in  relation  to  tlic  hostile  Creeks.  A  copy  of 
the  instructions  given  to  General  Pinckney  is  enclosed.     I  en- 


1824. 


EEVIEW,    ETC.,    ETC. 


877 


dose,  also^  a  copy  of  his  General  Orders  of  the  28th  of  Aprilp 
shewing  the  distribution  made  of  the  troops." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Jackson  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

*'NA5imLLEf  June  Btht  ISli. 
*^SrR, — Yonrs  of  the  tiventy-second  ami  twenty-fourth^  with 
enclosures,  have  been  received,  and  are  now  l>efore  me.  The 
former  alone  shall  be  the  subject  of  this  communication.  The 
appointment  of  Brigadier  and  Brevet  Major  General  are  ac- 
cepted under  the  circumstances  tendered;  believing  that  the 
Senate  on  its  meeting  will  honor  me  with  t!ie  rank  in  the  line 
which  I  have  held  in  the  Militia  of  the  Republic  for  many  years. 
Your  other  communications  shall  be  tlie  subject  of  a  separate 
letter.  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  as- 
sume the  command  of  the  7*^  Military  District,  pursuant  to  your 
wishes." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Jackson. 

'*MAY28lb,  1814. 

"Sir, — Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  twenty  fourth^  Major 
General  TTarrison  has  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army;  and 
thus  is  created  a  vacancy  of  that  grade,  which  /  hasten  to  fill 
with  your  name,  Tliis  circumstance  does  away  the  necessity  of 
sending  the  commissions  formerly  contemplated." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Jackson  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

'*Nasutille,  June  20th,  181-L 

"Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo,  accompanied  with  the 
appointment  of  Major  Gonerab  nimlc  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  You  will  please  to  receive  this  as  my  accept- 
ance. 

"I  assumed  the  command  of  this  District  on  the  loth  instant, 
and  shall  proceed  to  Fort  Jackson,  as  per  advice,  on  the  13th." 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Majiyr  Oejieral  Edrrtson  to  the  8ecr^ 

tary  (f  War* 

"CrxoiNXATT.  11  Mm  J,  1^4» 
"I  have  the  lionor,  through  you,  to  request  the  President  to 
accept  my  resignatioQ  of  the  appointment  of  Major  General  in 
the  Army,  with  whit^h  lie  has  honored  me. 

"Lest  the  public  service  sliould  suffer  before  a  successor  can 
be  nominated,  I  shall  continue  to  act  until  the  Slst  instant}  by 
which  time  I  hope  to  bo  relic ved.'^ 

Hxtrad  (f  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  </  War  to  Genercd  ffar- 

mem. 

•^Mat24,  isii. 

"Your  letters  of  the  10  ond  11  instant  have  been  received. 
"Your  resignation  has  been  commmiicated  to  the  President, 
who  is  now  on  a  visit  to  Virginia*" 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Harrison* 

**Mat28,  1814 

"Sir, — Your  reBignation  is  accepted,  to  take  place  the  31  in- 
Btant,  as  you  requested;  and  General  M-Arthur  is  accordingly 
ordered  to  take  command  of  the  District. 

*'I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  great  ro- 
spect." 

Extracts  from  the  National  InteHigem^r  of  AprU  28  cmd  May 

81,  1814. 

**  The  President  of  the  United  States  and  family  left  this  place 
yesterday,  [April  27,]  on  a  short  visit  to  Montpelier,  his  seat  in 
Orange  County,  Virginia." 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  yesterday  [May  BO]  fie- 
tnme*J  to  this  dly,  with  his  family,  from  his  visit  to  Montpelier^ 
his  seat  in  Virginia,'^ 

With  these  lights,  a  fair  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  state 
ment  in  the  Repository. 
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*' Early  in  the  month  of  May,  1814,"  says  the  stat^^mcnt,  *'the 
then  Secretary  of  War  proposed  to  coofer  on  General  Jackson 
the  appointment  of  Brigadier  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  Brevet  rank  of  Major  General,  until  a  vacancy,  by  res- 
ignation or  otherw^ise,  should  permit  his  appointment  to  a  sim- 
ilar grade  in  the  line." 

The  proposition,  as  is  seen,  was  made  on  the  fourteenth  of 
May,  and  referred  expressly  to  the  existing  vacancy  prodnced 
by  the  resignation  of  Mnjor  General  Hampton. 

"The  proposition  io  both  its  branches,  the  promissory  as  well 
as  the  appointing,  was  approved  by  the  President,  and  a  com- 
munication to  General  Jackson  nnule  accordingly^" 

The  answer  of  tlie  President  to  the  proposition  simply  was, 
**8end  a  commission  of  Brigadier,  and  a  Brevet  of  Major  Gen- 
eral, for  General  Jackson;"  for  the  purpose,  of  course,  that  they 
might  be  sanctioned  for  transmi.-?sion. 

The  only  promise  which  appears  to  have  been  communicated 
to  the  General,  by  the  l^ecretary,  h  tljat  contained  in  liis  letter 
o(  May  twenty-second,  answered  by  the  General  June  the  eighth, 
on  which  it  may  be  remarked — 1.  That  the  letter,  though  writ- 
ten two  days  after  the  notice  given  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
President  of  the  resignation  of  Major  General  Harrison,  makes 
no  allusion  to  that  event;  but,  on  the  contrary,  expressly  in- 
forms General  Jackson  that  a  commission  of  Brigadier  and  a 
Brevet  of  Major  General,  with  a  view  to  the  existing  vacancy 
produced  by  Major  General  Hampton*s  resignation,  was  all  that 
could,  at  the  thrw^  be  done  for  him,  2.  At  the  date  of  the  letter, 
one  only  of  the  two  commissions  promised  to  be  immedxatehj 
preparntl  and  forwarded  liad  been  sent  to  the  President,  the 
Other  not  being  sent  at  alK  3.  By  the  letter  of  May  twenty. 
eighths  from  the  Secretary  to  the  General,  it  appears  tijat  neither 
of  the  promised  commissions  had  been  forwarded,  4.  Theprom- 
ismg  letter  of  May  tweniy-se^^ond  was  never  made  kmttm  to  the 
Prcmdent^  either  before  or  after  it  was  forwarded  to  General 
Jackson.  5.  If  it  had  been  made  known  to  the  President  be- 
fore it  was  forwarded,  his  letter  of  May  twenty-fourth— fifth  to 
the  Secretary — shews  that  with  his  knowledge  of  the  resignation 
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of  Mujor  General  Harrison,  and  that  the  commission  of  Briga- 
dier and  Brevet  of  Major  General  was  not  oU  that  conld  be 
done  for  General  Jackson,  he  could  not  have  failed  to  cause  the 
letter  to  be  suspended,  at  least,  till  he  should  see  the  Secretary. 

"On  tlie  lii\mty'Seconci  of  3Ia}j"  continues  the  statementj 
"  General  Harrison's  resignation  was  received  at  the  War  of- 
fice." 

On  the  tweMtieih  of  May,  as  has  been  seen,  the  Secretary  in- 
formed  tlie  President  "that  General  Harrison  had  resigned  hia 
military  appointment.'^ 

Here,  in  the  Repository,  it  is  stated  that  the  receipt  of  the 
resignation  was  on  tlie  ttvenUj-second  of  May, 

Again:  On  the  twenty-second,  he  writes  to  General  Jackson 
as  if  no  such  resignation  had  taken  place;  holding  up  the  va- 
cancy produced  by  Major  General  Hampton's  resignation  as 
the  only  one,  at  that  time,  in  prospect 

Oo  the  hventy/ourth  of  May,  even,  another  letter  to  General 
Jackson  lias  the  same  aspect. 

Yet  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  General  Harrison,  of  the 
twenty-fourth,  states  that  his  resignation  had  been  received  and 
communicated  to  the  President. 

Finally,  the  letter  of  the  iwcnty-eighili  of  Mmj^  to  General 
Jackson,  says,  ^'sifwe  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  Ucenfy-fourth^ 
General  Harrison  has  resigned  !ii!=^  commission  in  the  army/' 

An  attempt  to  cover  these  incongruities  by  pleading  a  dis- 
tinction between  a  resignation  sent  in  and  a  resignation  finally 
accepted  raises  the  question— 1.  Why,  if  the  distinction  was 
intended^  the  ambiguity  should  be  permitted  to  run  through  the 
reiterated  language  employed?  2.  Why  General  Jackson 
should  have  been  promised  the  immediate  transmission  of  the 
two  commissions  looking  to  the  existing  vacancy  produced 
by  Major  General  nampton's  resignation,  and  been  expressly 
told  that  nothing  more  could  then  be  done  for  him;  wheu,  two 
days  before,  the  Secretary  had  informed  the  President  of  the 
resignation  of  General  Harrison,  which  furnished  the  means  of 
doing  more  for  him;  and  when  he  had  a  right  to  expect  the 
President's  answer  within  three  or  four  days  at  furthest? 
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Must  the  ambigoity  and  precipitancy  in  the  case  be  explaioed 
by  the  eagerness  of  the  Secretary  to  gain  additional  credit  with 
the  General  by  disclosing  what  was  intended  for  him,  if  the 
resignation  of  General  Harrison  had  not  occurred;  a  disclosure 
for  which  the  opportunity  was  to  be  superseded  by  the  expected 
answer  from  the  President,  "doing  away  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing on  tlie  two  promised  commissions?"  The  eagerness  of  the 
Secretary  to  call  the  attention  of  tho  General  to  himself  as  the 
Bource  to  which  he  owed  his  appointment  is  strikingly  dif?played 
by  the  letter  of  May  iivenfy-eifjldh^  in  which,  alluding  to  llie  new 
vacancy,  he  takes  upon  himself  to  say,  "which  /  hapten  to  fill 
with  your  name.*'  The  answer  of  the  General,  distinguishing 
between  the  arrogated  and  the  real  authority,  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  the  letter  as  "accompanied  by  the  appointment  of 
Major  General,  made  by  the  Premdent  of  tlie  United  States," 

To  proceed  with  the  statement;  "and  on  the  day  following 
[May  tivenly-lhird^  was  reported  to  the  President,  SLsfurniskmg 
the  means  for  giving  immediate  effect  to  the  promise  already 
stated/' 

The  proper  comment  on  this  statement  is  in  the  following 
facts:  1.  The  report  was  made  not  on  the  twenty-third^  but  on 
the  twentieth  of  May.  2.  On  the  twentidh  no  promise  whatever 
had  been  communicated  to  General  Jackson;  the  date  of  the 
communication  being  the  twenty 'Second  of  May.  3*  The  report 
was  not  only  silent  as  to  an  immediate  appointment  to  the  va- 
cancy produced  by  the  resignation  of  General  Harrison,  but  en- 
closed a  Brevet  of  Major  General,  having  reference  to  the  origi- 
nal vacancy  produced  by  that  of  General  Hampton,  4.  Two 
days  after  the  report  had  been  made,  viz:  on  the  twenty'secoTid 
of  May,  the  only  promise  ever  made  was  acccompanied  with  the 
remark  that  all  tfiat  could  be  done  was  by  the  way  of  a  Briga- 
dier and  Brevet  appointment.  5.  It  is  proper  to  remark  here, 
that  the  letter  itself  from  General  Harrison  resigning  his  com- 
mission was  never  sent  to  the  President;  and  that  the  only  sanc- 
tion for  its  acceptance  was  the  letter  of  tlie  (wenty/ourtk  of 
May  from  the  President^  wliich  ought  to  have  suspended  Hie  an 
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swcr  to  Qeneral  Barrinon^  as  well  as  the  appointment  to  Geatral 
Jackson,  till  lie  slmuld  ,sce  llie  Secretary. 

*'TLie  Preaidcut's  answer  was  indecisive;  the  *  better  way/ 
Bays  be,  *  will  be  to  send  on  a  Major  Generars  commigdian  al 
once;  but  on  thin  I  will  suspend  a  final  decision  UU  I  me  yon,^^* 

If  tlie  istateiiient  had  not  dropjjcd  Uie  word.^,  "  whirh  will  be  in 
two  or  three  days  (ifkr  the  arrival  of  ihi^"  whiiAi,  in  the  answer 
of  the  President,  followed  the  words  '"  till  I  see  you,*'  the  charge 
would  have  TJinislied  a§  it  tell  from  the  jjen.  The  object  of  the 
Buppression  is  yliewn  by  the  use  made  of  it.  What  might  not 
be  proved  or  disproved  by  such  mutilations,  and  who  could  be 
safe  agaiuBt  them? 

Hadj  indeed,  the  suppressed  words  not  been  contained  in  the 
answer  of  the  President,  a  notice  to  the  same  effect  had  been 
given  hni/our  days  In/ore,  in  his  letter  to  theSecret4iry  of  May 
20,  saying,  "  that  it  waa  his  original  purpose  to  be  back  lit/ore 
the  first  of  next  mouth,  and  that  he  should  endeavour  to  effect 
it." 

But  the  charge,  as  the  statemcDt  proceeds  to  its  close,  take^ 
a  more  eerioug  complexion* 

"  The  Secretary,  on  the  other  hand,  not  believing  that  a  right 
to  tamper  with  engagements  solemnly  made  and  communicated 
existed  anywhere,  or  for  any  length  of  time,  hastened  to  act  on 
what  appealed  to  be  the  Pre.sident-a  first  impression;  immedi* 
ately  forwarded  the  commission;  and  took  on  himsell*  the  respon- 
eibility  of  doing  so." 

There  arc  certainly  not  many  minds  that  would  regard  the 
undertaking  of  a  subordinate  officer  to  judge  l>etweeu  the  first 
and  last  impression  of  his  chief,  and  to  act  on  the  first,  as  a  mit- 
igation of  disobedience. 

But  what  was  the  engagement  made  and  communicated,  on 
which  this  charge  of  tampering  is  founded^  None  has  appeared 
but  that  implied  in  the  Secretary's  letter  of  May  twenlijseamA 
of  which  letter  the  President  had  no  knowledge  when  be  sua* 
pmded  his  final  decision,  (nor  was  it,  indeed,  ever  commnnicatad 
by  the  Secretary,)  which  held  out  a  Brevet  of  Major  General 


as  all  Uiat  could  be  done  for  him;  and  which  the  President,  as 
is  shewn  by  the  tenor  of  his  letter  of  May  (wenfy/ourth,  would 
for  that  very  reason  have  arrested,  at  least,  till  lie  should  see 
the  Secretary. 

What^  again,  was  tJtje  levgih  of  time  to  which  such  a  tampering 
would  have  extended?  Three  days  at  most,  with  the  chance 
that  it  might  be  but  two  days.  It  turned  out,  in  fad,  that  the 
President  was,  as  witnesaed  by  the  National  Intelligencer,  back 
at  Washiogton  the  thirdeth  of  May,  a  day  short  of  the  Hmc  he 
had  named  to  the  Secretory  for  hi.^  return;  and  (wo  drnjif  only 
after  the  Secretary  had  hurried  off  a  commission  to  General 
Jackson. 

Whatever  clue  may  be  applied  to  the  labyrinth  presented  by 
the  conduct  of  the  Secretary,  the  course  pursued  by  the  Presi- 
dent requires  none.  That  waj^  open  and  direct.  When  it  was 
proposed  to  him  to  confer  on  General  Jackson  the  appointment 
of  Brigadier  and  a  Brevet  of  Major  General,  with  a  view  to  his 
being  nominated  for  the  existing  vacancy  produced  by  the  res- 
ignation of  Major  General  Hampton,  his  immediate  answer  was, 
"send  me  the  two  commissions."  When  the  unforeseen  resig- 
nation of  Major  General  Harrison  was  notified  to  him,  his  in- 
stant suggestion  was,  ^*  the  better  way,  then,  would  be  to  send  to 
General  Jackson  a  Major  General's  commission  at  once;"  sua- 
pending  only  a  final  decision  for  three  or  four  days,  till  he  could 
have  a  personal  communication  with  the  Secretary.  The  short 
delay  could  be  attended  with  no  possible  inconvenience;  the 
services  of  General  Jackson,  as  Major  General,  being  provided 
for  by  the  brevet  rank  giving  him  the  command  of  the  district 
for  which  he  was  allotted;  whilst  it  was  not  a  little  called  for 
by  the  obscurity  and  reserve  of  the  Secretary  on  the  occasion, 
and  by  the  possibility  that  reasons,  honorable  to  General  Har- 
rison, wfiose  htttr  containing  his  resignation  had  not  boon  trans- 
mitted to  tJte  President^  might  render  it  expedient  not  to  {>art 
immediately  with  his  services.  The  difficulty  of  providing  aa 
immediate  successor  in  the  command  of  the  district,  noticed  by 
the  Secretary  as  arising  from  the  situation  of  General  M*' Arthur 
and  General  Howard,  without  hinting,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
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pected,  what  was  most  advisable  in  the  case,  very  naturall| 
suggested  tlie  propriety  of  keeping  tlje  final  arraiigemeut  i 
peadcd  till  flie  President  could  make  it  the  subject  of  a  per 
sonal  coDsidtalioii  will*  the  Secretary. 

Out  of  such  uuitcrifLls  has  been  wrought  a  statement  for  tin  J 
public,  representing  the  President  a^  l)ackward  in  bestowing  oil 
Gouerul  Jackson  an  appointment  which  was  so  splendidly  jo 
tified,  and  imputing  to  In  in  a  famperhi4j  with  aoletnn  enga^] 
menf>^y  wliich  it  beeanie  the  duty  of  a  8ubordin(Me  fuiictionary  1 
take  on  him^sclf  the  rei^ponsibility  ol\/Vti^(ratinf/^ 

Should  it  be  asked  why  the  individual  in  question  was  pin 
and^  ufter  siieti  developnienf.s  in  hi.s  career,  continued^  at  thfl 
head  of  tlio  AYar  Department,  the  answer  will  readily  occur  i 
those  best  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of   the  period.^ 
Others  may  be  referred   for  ao  cxj)lanation   to   the  difficult?  I 
which  had  been  felt  in  its  fullest  pressure,  of  obtaitjing'  serviceaJ 
which  would  liavc  been  preferred;  several  eminent  eitizens  \a\ 
whom  the  station  had  been  offered  liaving  successively  declined  [ 
it.     It  was  not  unknown  at  the  time  that  objections  exist^^j 
to  the  person  linally  appointed,  as  n[>peared  when  his  nomiuji- 
tion  went  to  the  Senate,  where  it  received  the  reluctant  sane- 1 
tion  of  a  scanty  majority.     Nor  was  tlie  President  unaware  or  ' 
unwarned  of  the  temper  and  turn  of  mind  ascribed   to  him, 
which  might  be  uncongenial  with  the  official  relations  in  which 
he  was  to  stand.     But  these  considerations  were  sacrificed  to 
recommendations  from  esteemed  friends;  a  belief  that  he  po&- 
B^aed,  with  known  talents,  a  degree  of  military  informalioQ 
which  might  be  useful;  and  a  hope  that  a  proper  mixture  of 
conciliating  confidence  and  interposing  controul  would  render 
objectiouable  peculiarities  less  in  practice  than  in  prospect. 
And  as  far  as  disappointments  were  experienced » it  was  thought 
better  to  bear  with  them  titan  to  incui'  anew  the  difficalty  of 
finding  a  successor,  with  the  inconveniences  of  an  internal  and 
a  forced  change  in  the  head  of  the  Department  of  War  in  the 
midst  of  war-    This  view  of  the  subject  continued  to  prevail 
till  the  departure  of  the  Secretary  took  place* 

It  might  with  truth  be  added,  that  the  particular  case  which 
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has  called  forth  this  review  did  not  receive  at  the  time  the  full 
investigation  now  given  to  it.  The  aggravation  of  it  by  snch  a 
statement  as  has  been  reviewed  was  assuredly  not  to  have  been 
anticipated. 

In  the  periodical  work  referred  to  in  the  preceding  pages 
there  are  other  gross  misstatements*  from  the  same  pen.  That 
above  exposed  will  sufiBce  to  put  every  one  on  his  guard,  and 
justify  a  general  protest  against  the  credibility  of  a  writer  ca- 
pable of  such  perverted  and  deceptive  views  of  facts. 

*  Particniarly  in  the  aocoont  given  of  what  passed  on  the  24th  of  Angost, 
1814,  the  day  of  the  battle  of  BladeDsbnrg,  and  of  the  Instnictions  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  13th  of  Augost,  1814.  See  a  tme  acconnt 
of  what  passed,  as  noted  by  J.  M.,  and  a  copy  of  the  Instructions,  which  speak 
for  themselves;  both  of  which  are  among  my  papers.— J.  M. 

VOL.  m.  26 


APPENDIX  I. 


DOCUMENTS  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  FOREGOING  REVIEW. 


[These  documents  appear  to  have  been  collected  and  arranged  according  to 
the  subjoined  memorandum  of  I^lr.  Madison;  the  words  within  brackets  being 
inserted  by  the  person  collecting  them.  On  a  leaf  next  preceding  the  collectioa, 
the  following  words  are  written  by  Mr.  Madison:  *'  Letters  and  notes  instructing 
"  the  Secretary  of  War,  1813;  ready  to  be  copied.  All  correctly  copied  by  J. 
**  C.  Payne;  which  see. — J.  M."] 

1.  Date  of  assignment  of  General  Jackson  to  District  No.  7. 

[May  22,  1814,  as  per  letter  in  answer  to  question  below  nnmbered  3;  and 
accepted  as  per  letter  No.  6,  dated  June  8,  1814.] 

2.  Date  of  General  Harrison^s  resignation,  and  of  its  receipt  at  the  War  De- 

partment. 
[Letter  acknowledging  receipt  of  resignation  dated  May  24,  1814;  date  of 
the  GeneraPs  letter,  11th  same  month.    By  letter  of  28th  May,  1814^  the  Gen^ 
eral  is  informed  that  his  resignation  is  accepted,  to  take  place  on  the  Slst 
instant,  as  requested.] 

3.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  War  Department  to  General  Jackson,  conveying  his 

appointment  of  Brigadier  and  Brevet  rank  of  Major  General,  till  vacancy 
of  that  rank  should  occur  in  the  line. 
[See  copy  of  letter  dated  May  22,  1814,  and  numbered  3.] 

4.  A  letter  from  War  Department  to  General  Jackson  conveying  his  oonimis- 

sion  as  Major  General. 

[Department  op  War,  May  21, 1814. 
Sib, — Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  24th  instant  Major  (General  Hai^ 
risen  has  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army ;  and  thus  is  created  a  vacancy 
of  that  grade,  which  I  hasten  to  fill  with  your  name.    This  circumstance  does 
away  the  necessity  of  sending  the  commission  formerly  contemplated. 

I  have,  &c.y 

J.  A, 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  Jackson.] 

5.  Any  letters  from  War  Department  to  General  Jackson  connected  with  those 

subjects. 

6.  Several  letters  from  General  Jackson  answering  those  to  him. 
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[Ncrne,  except  the  one  nnmbered  6.] 
7,  Any  otliera  from  him  to  War  Department  connected  with  those  subjects. 
[Same  answer  as  aboTe.] 


DOCUMENTS. 


TO  6BKERAL   ARMSTEOKO. 


Washixotox,  January  14tli,  1813, 
Dear  Sib, — The?  enclosed  commiasion  will  inform  vou  of  joiir  nppointmcnt 
to  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  War,  I  hope  It  will  not  be  incompati- 
ble with  yonr  views  t«  nvail  the  public  of  your  services  in  that  importftnt 
trust;  and  that  you  will  be  able,  withont  delay,  to  relieve  the  Secretary  of 
State,  who  has  been  charged^  ad  interim^  with  that  juddition  to  hia  other 
duties. 

Accept  assarances  of  my  great  esteem  and  friendly  respects. 

JAMES  MADISOX. 


TO   GENERAL   ARMSTRONG,   SACJCETt's    HAHBOUR. 

MoNTPBLLEBB^  Sept^^mbcr  8,  1813. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours  from  Albany  of  the  28th  ultimo.  So 
much  depends  on  the  ultimate  character  of  the  present  campaig:n,  that  whilst 
I  have  the  fullest  confidenee  that  the  best  exertions  will  be  made,  I  eannot 
suppress  my  anxieties ;  and  the  less  so,  as  one  of  the  elements  on  which  we 
are  to  act  is  of  so  inconsistent  a  nature.  The  loss  of  our  command  of  Lake 
Ohamplain,  at  so  critical  a  moment,  h  deeply  to  be  refxrotted.  I  cannot  but 
hope,  from  the  measures  taken,  and  the  chanicter  of  MeDonough.  that  it  will 
be  regained  in  time  for  the  co-operation  of  Hampton  ;  or  that  the  latter  will  be 
oble  to  get  forward  by  land  the  essential  means  of  wresting  from  the  enemy 
the  ports  at  their  end  of  the  Lake.  Chauncey,  I  see,  has  gone  once  more  in 
seikrch  of  the  Bnti.sh  squadron,  1  trust  in  his  good  sense  and  firmness  as  a 
Becurity  against  his  being  hurried  by  an  impatience  to  fix  the  public  opinion 
in  his  favor.  In  the  N,  Western  quarter  it  would  seem  that  Harrison  has  not 
been  able  to  keep  time  with  Perry.  If  no  augmentation  of  the  British  squad- 
ron should  deprive  ours  of  ita  superiority,  the  delay  may  have  little  effect. 

I  received  lately  from  Mr.  Parker  a  letter  from  Governor  Shelby,  of  August 
1st,  with  your  acknowledgment  of  it,  intimating  that  a  final  answer  would  re- 
Bolt  from  a  transmission  of  the  letter  to  me.  From  a  note  of  Mr.  ParkerVto 
me,  it  appeared  that  you  had  not  taken  the  meaning  of  one  to  you  on  the  sub- 
ject. 1  returned  the  letter  to  the  War  office,  with  a  few  notes,  rendered  of 
little  moment  by  the  lapse  of  time,  but  which  might  have  a  bearing  on  the 
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answer  which  H  mnj  be  atill  proper  for  you  to  give  to  the  Governor,  as  it  wu 
promLsoil, 

The  British  fleet  under  Warren  haa  returned  to  the  south  end  of  tke  Cfcrtii^_ 
peake;  whether  to  renew  o|>emttoi]s  in  tliat  qimrter,  to  aeek  slielter  i 
the  approaching  equinox,  or  to  proceed  to  New  Londoii  or  elsewhere,  b  i 
certain.  N.  London  would  occur  as  a  probable  object,  if  the  parttcular  i 
son  were  not  unfavorable  tx»  it.  The  two  frigates  there  are  the  next  id  h^-" 
portance  to  the  objects  presented  in  the  Chesapeake.  Whatever  ih«  imroedlA*^ 
destination  maj  be^  it  wilt  be  well  to  keep  in  mind^  that  as  soon  as  the  pffv 
press  of  the  season  renders  a  northern  |>o*ition  unmanagenbley  the  ulterioc 
destination,  according  to  their  apparent  plan  of  warfare,  will  be  a  SootKert  j 
one;  that  is  to  saj^  the  coasts  and  portn  of  South  Can>]ina  and  Georgia-  Ko( 
ia  it  bejOTid  the  ran/ire  of  calculation  that  New  Orleatis  will  be  an  objecfJ 
more  pspccially  if  onr  success  in  Canada  should  sn^^est  such  a  set-off. 

You  will  have  learnt  from  the  W^ar  office  the  difiicnltiea  which  aiihcffd  I 
the  expedition  agaioHt  the  hostile  Tndiuns,     In  order  to  remove  them^  II 
adopted  the  idea  of  puttin^i;  Piockney  at  the  head  of  it.  The  objectiom  to  I 
6xpe<Jient  acquired  such  force  from  reflection  that  it  waa  abandooed|  and 
commund  leR  with  Governor  Mitchell. 

Yon  will  see  by  a  letter  from  Governor  Mitchell^  of  Augnat  24th,  the  i 
nres  taken  by  hiin^  and  thoHc  uDt  taken  h^*  Governor  Blount,  relative  to  tJk» 
Indian  expedition;  and  Mr.  Parker  will  have  informed  you  of  his  retnituntfi 
for  the  use  of  it.     J  cannot  reconcile  what  is  stated  by  Governor  Mitcfael)  af| 
to  the  purpose  of  Governor  Blount  with  the  letter  from  Governor  B.  of  July 
30j  to  3'onr  as  noted  to  me  by  Mr.  Parker.     The  augmented  force  called  otitl 
by  Governor  Mitchell  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  ensure  auccesa,-  should  any  fiul-  [ 
nre  happen  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  of  Tennessee*,  and  if  there  shonld  !»' 
no  failure,  we  must  console  ourselves  for  the  augmented  expanse  by  di«  §jk- 
cess  being  made  douWy  sure,  and  by  tlie  more  lasting  awe  which  will  he  im- 
pressed on  the  savages. 

You  will  receive  a  letter  of  August  2.^d  from  Col.  Hawkina^  with  a  < 
pondence  between  Iiim  and  Governor  Mitchell.     It  is  not  a  momeat  for  S§- ' 
cussing  the  question  on  whith  it  turns.     The  doctrine  of  Governor  Mttchcil 
frho  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  strong  underistanding,  must  have  been  hasulr 
formeil. 

If  GenenLl  Dearborn  wishes  the  command  of  a  district,  it  is  fortnoate  tl^ 
so  important  a  one  as  that  of  New  York  can  be  assigned  to  him.  I  find  thai 
he  feels  severely  his  temporary  exile  from  command,  especially  the  mode  of  it; 
and  that  he  thinks  a  court-martial^  or  of  eoquirvt  due  to  him,  prc%*ioQS  to  a  re* 
call  into  service.  ITe  will  doubtless,  also,  compare  the  inoportftnoe  of  the 
operations  against  Canada  with  the  prubable  inactivity  of  the  scene  at  ] 
York. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Andrew  EUicolt,  by  which  it  appears 
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inferb  from  a  letter  from  you  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  appoint  him  a 
professor  in  the  Military  Academy.  He  is  a  man  of  talents  and  science ;  but 
if  great  injustice  has  not  been  done  him  in  different  respects,  and  his  standing 
in  Pennsylvania  be  what  report  makes  it,  the  tendency  of  such  a  selection 
would  merit  consideration. 

The  Secretary  of  State  was  with  me  yesterday  morning,  on  his  way  to  his 
family.    No  information  from  abroad  has  been  received  by  him. 

J.  MADISON. 


MoNTPiLLiKS,  September  16th,  1813. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  received  a  letter  of  the  6th  inst  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  which  he  states  that  an  addition  of  half  a  million  to  the  monthly  al- 
lotment of  one  and  an  half  millions  for  war  expenditure  is  indispensable  to 
the  completion  of  the  campaign ;  and  that  he  has  written  to  the  paymaster  to 
furnish  a  sum  amounting  to  about  $400,000,  called  for  by  the  estimate  of  Pay- 
master Lee,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  inclosed  copy  of  his  letter.  I  had  previ- 
ously learned  from  the  Paymaster  General  that,  without  an  enlargement  of 
his  funds,  he  could  not  make  the  remittances  due  frt>m  his  department.  As 
80  much  depends  on  the  success  of  the  armies  on  the  Canada  frontier,  I  hope 
the  Treasury  will  be  able,  in  this  last  stage  of  the  campaign,  to  prevent  any 
disappointment,  which  might  endanger  or  embarrass  its  critical  operations. 
No  other  expenditure  not  essential  to  the  life,  or,  what  is  next  to  it,  the  credits 
of  the  Government,  can  be  equally  urgent. 

Accept  my  cordial  and  best  respects. 

J.  MADISON. 

The  Acting  Secretary  op  the  Treasury. 


MoMTPKLLiiR,  September  18th,  1813. 
Dear  Sir, — ^I  have  received  yours  of  the  1st  instant  from  Utica,  and  of  the 
6th  from  Sackett's  Harbour.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Jones  with  a  view  to  an 
extra  half  million  per  month,  for  war  purposes,  during  the  sequel  of  the  cam- 
paign ;  but  am  not  without  apprehensions  that  the  state  of  the  Treasury  may 
produce  diflSculties,  unless  reinforced  by  loans  not  yet  ascertained.  He  will, 
however,  feel  all  the  importance  of  cherishing  the  operations  in  Canada,  on 
which  the  eyes  and  hopes  of  the  nation  are  so  intensely  fixed.  The  latest  in- 
formation which  has  reached  me  from  Harrison  and  Perry  is,  from  the  for- 
mer of  the  8th,  and  the  latter  of  the  2nd  instant.  Harrison  was  in  readiness 
himself  for  offensive  movements,  waiting  only  for  the  arrival  of  Shelby  with 
his  volunteers.  Perry  had  just  returned  frt>m  another  reconnaissance  of  Mai- 
den, where,  it  appears,  the  new  ship  was  rigged,  and  anchored  at  the  mouth 
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of  the  harbour  with  the  other  ships,  under  cover  of  a  Battery.  Perry's  men 
were  sickly,  as  well  as  himself.  These  circumstances  are  not  favorable;  I 
trust  they  will  be  overbalanced  by  those  that  are  so.  I  just  learn,  through  a 
private  channel,  that  on  the  9th  Chauucey  had  just  got  back  to  Niagara,  Tec 
having  once  more  eluded  his  pursuit.  The  lake,  therefore,  is  still  open  to  os, 
and  will,  of  course,  be  used  for  the  proper  purposes.  It  is  well  that  Hampton 
is  secured  for  the  present  campaign.  The  course  of  it  may  furnish  new  holds 
on  him,  if  his  services  be  as  valuable  on  trial  as  in  anticipation. 

The  loss  of  Williams,  at  such  a  moment,  and  in  such  a  deficiency  of  Gren- 
eral  officers,  is  truly  to  be  regretted. 

Accept  my  great  esteem  and  best  wishes. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

General  Armstrong. 


TO    GENERAL    ARMSTRONG. 

MoHTPSLLUR,  Sep.  24,  1813. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  my  letter  of  the  13th,  the  state  of  the  Treasury  has  been 
transmitted  to  me.  It  is  more  favorable  than  I  had  anticipated,  and  will  be 
able,  at  least  for  a  short  period,  to  keep  the  army  in  an  efficient  state.  I  have 
just  received  a  confirmation  of  the  fine  blow  struck  by  Perry.  Harrison's  move- 
ments, in  consequence  of  it,  will,  I  hope,  be  not  only  effectual  against  Proc- 
tor, but  be  felt  in  our  other  operations.  The  last  account  of  Ghauncey  left  him 
blockading  his  antagonist  in  a  harbour  near  Kingston.  If  the  weather  should 
not  disturb  that  posture,  it  will  be  the  next  best  to  a  successful  encounter.  I 
sent  you,  a  day  or  two  ago,  a  letter  from  a  person  in  New  York,  lately  from 
Halifax.  Knowing  nothing  of  him,  I  cannot  judge  of  the  credit  dne  to  what 
he  states.  It  is  improbable  in  no  point  but  that  of  the  great  force  in  Canada.  It 
is  strange  that  whilst  they  were  stripping  Halifax  so  bare,  they  should  have  so 
long  idled  away  the  force  under  Warren.  I  see  that  his  squadron  has  lately 
been  spoken,  on  its  way,  apparently,  to  Halifax ;  but  it  may  be  that  finding 
his  movements  without  effect  in  diverting  our  force  from  its  destination  to 
Canada,  and  the  danger  threatening  that  possession,  he  may  be  pushing  the 
experiment  of  conveying  a  succour  not  too  late.  Inclosed  is  an  address  from 
the  Oneida  Chiefs.  The  employment  of  the  Indians  on  our  side  has  come 
About  in  a  manner  which  accounts  for  the  inquiry  they  make.  The  fairness 
of  making  use  of  such  services  cannot  be  questioned ;  but  the  value  of  them 
must  determine  the  question  of  expediency.  Of  this  you  can  judge  better  in 
your  position  than  I  can  in  mine.  I  leave  it  with  you,  therefore,  to  shape  the 
answer  to  the  address  as  may  appear  most  proper. 

Accept  my  great  esteem  and  best  wishes. 

J.  MADISON. 
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ExtraH  from  a  letter  of  Jamei  Madisorij  October  8,  1813^  [in  anstterf]  to 
General  Armstrong's  UUer  of  September  26,  1813,  from  Sackeifs  Ear- 
hour, 

"  It  cflnnot  be  doubted  that  y*  deatmction  of  the  block-houses,  Ac,  on  our 
side  of  the  Perdido,  without  a  repamtiony  not  to  be  expected,  is  a  caase  of  war. 
The  dowbt  is,  whether  it  be  a  cage  in  which  the  Executive  authority  can  resort 
to  it  without  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature,  especially  a3  the  hostile  step  by 
the  Spanish  ofBeer  may  not  have  been  authorized  by  his  superiora.  The  prob- 
ability that  it  Kas  been  authorized|  or  will  not  bo  disavowed,  though  a  gronnd 
of  proceeding  for  Congress,  who  are  under  no  controul  but  that  of  justice  and 
policy^  must  be  otherwise  regarded  by  the  Department,  which  ia  controuled 
by  the  legal  state  of  things.  On  this  distinction,  and  on  that  between  resiet- 
ence  to  an  invasion  and  reprisals  for  one,  it  will  be  the  moat  unexceptionable 
courae  to  await  the  decision  of  the  Legislative  Department  with  respect  to  Pen- 
sacoUf  and  other  questions  arising  from  Spanish  proeeedinga.  There  is  the 
greater  reason  for  thb  as  the  next  session  is  not  very  distant,  and  it  is  not 
certain  that  in  the  present  state  of  Indian  affairs  in  that  quarter  a  sui&cient 
Ibrce  could  be  spared  for  another  object. 

«  J.  MADISON." 


TO  OKITERAL  ARMBTROITO. 

MoHTFELi.iBa,  October  II,  1813. 

Dear  Sir, — ^The  communications  which  yon  will  receive  from  and  through 
the  War  Office  present  the  state  of  things  produced  on  our  Southern  frontier 
by  the  Creek  war,  and  by  the  start  it  hud  of  the  movements  for  meeting  it. 
It  is  of  ao  much  importance  that  it  should  receive  a  decisive  blow  before  the 
saeceas  of  the  Creeks  shall  have  operated  on  the  other  tribes,  and  on  the  views 
of  tb^  English  and  Spaniards^  as  well  as  that  our  settlements  should  be  saved 
from  the  desolation  threatening  tbem,  that  I  have  thought  it  would  be  best,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  brought  to  our  view,  to  encourage  the  exertions  of 
Tennessee  by  adopting  the  force  added  by  the  LegLalature  to  that  heretofore 
called  for. 

It  would  be  fortunate  if  we  had  an  eligible  Major  General  in  that  quarter, 
at  once  to  effect  a  general  concert,  and  to  secure  the  command  in  regular 
hands  J  but  such  an  arrangement  appearing  to  be  impracticable,  Governor 
Kitchelli  who  wa^s  pat  at  the  head  of  the  operations  against  the  Indians,  will 
continue  so,  if  re-elected  at  the  approaching  session  of  the  Legislature.  In  a 
contrary  event,  a  General  Floyd,  who  is  highly  sp-oken  of^  will  command  the 
Georgia  detachment  ^  subordinate,  of  course,  to  General  Flournoy,  who  will 
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be  so  to  the  commander  of  the  Tennessee  forces,  if  a  Major  Oeneml^  as  prob- 
ably will  be  the  case. 

The  late  surcess  of  Penrj  and  progress  of  Harriaon  will  have  a  favorable 
influence  on  the  Southern  Indiana;  but  should  tbey  not  be  known  In  time  ia 
arrest  the  confidence  and  activity  with  which  the  war  is  pursued  [some  omis^ 
sioD.] 

Testerday^s  mail  brought  the  account  from  Harrisonp  dated  at  Amhen^t- 
burgh.  I  trust  that  io  his  pursuit  he  will  not  forget  the  traps  and  tnclcs  of  aa 
artful  enemy.  The  danger  of  these  may  be  the  greater  if  he  is  on  foot  and 
Proctor  on  horseback,  and  as  aome  ruse  or  other  may  be  essential  to  a  sac- 
ceasfiil  retreat  of  the  latter.  Your  letter  last  acknowledged  brought  the  latest 
infurmation  relative  to  the  quarter  where  jou  are^  and  to  Hampton^s  move- 
meotSt  The  issue  of  the  engagement  on  Lake  Outario  is  still  unknown*  The 
universal  anxiety  on  the  occasion  corresponds  with  the  extreme  importance 
of  it.  Your  letter  of  the  21st  of  September  bad  not  been  seen  at  the  date  of 
my  last.  The  circumstances  which  it  states  make  it  proper  that  EUicott 
should  not  be  set  aside. 

We  have  nothing  from  diplomatic  sources  throwing  much  light  on  the  fi«ld 
of  foreign  politics,  nor  a  line  from  our  Envoys  to  lluasia. 

Accept  my  best  regards. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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TO  OEITEBAL  AOMSTEOIfa 

Wa^sdikgton,  October  30,  1813. 

Dear  Sib, — Before  my  return  hither  I  received  yours  of  the  6th  instant,  and 
have  ainoo  received  those  of  the  U,  1.^,  19,  and  20.  The  order  relative  to  the 
discharge  of  militia  from  Norfolk^  referred  to  in  the  first,  was  not  in* 

closed  in  it,  and  has  not  come  otherwise  to  hand.  There  can  be  no  question, 
under  existing  circurnstance^,  but  as  to  the  degree  in  which  the  foree  at  that 
place  may  be  prudently  reduced. 

The  turn  which  things  had  taken  in  the  S,  W,  qnarter  created  much  diffi- 
culty io  employing  the  services  of  General  Williams  in  the  way  rendered  desir* 
able  by  the  confidence  we  ail  have  in  his  capacity  and  activity.  Both  Goi^ 
ernor  Mitchell,  who  has  not  absolutely  declined  the  command  allotted  to  hua^ 
and  General  Finckney,  have  been  apprized  of  General  Williams'  solicitude  to 
be  employed  in  the  expedition  against  the  Creeks^  and  in  terms  indicating  our 
opinion  of  his  fitness  to  be  as  mach  in  the  front  of  it  as  might  be  practicablow 
The  expedient  of  a  brevet  commission  which  you  suggest  woaid  answer  thd 
purpose  against  militia  pretensions.  But  if  it  be  within  the  scope  of  the  law, 
which  you  seem  not  to  doubt^  it  would  leave  on  hand  the  claims  of  General 
Flonraoy,  within  whose  command  the  theatre  of  expected  operations  lieSj  and 
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who  ha&f  it  appears,  repaired  to  it.  Should  New  Orleiins  be  seriously  threat* 
eneti  hj  uiovementja  of  the  enemy,  a  sepamtion  of  commands  mii^ht  prevent 
collision  without  urabrnge  to  Geoeral  Flounioj-  It  is  probftblcj  however,  that 
before  nny  iiew  arrangement  can  be  carried  into  effect  at  Buch  a  distance  the 
crisia  will  be  over. 

The  expense  threatened  on  the  part  of  Tennessee  is  much  to  be  regretted. 
It  waa  submitted  to  iti  consideration  of  the  delays  and  uncertainties  which  had 
accrued,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  augmented  force  from  that  quarter  would 
ensure  success  before  British  or  Spanish  measures  cuuld  co-operate  with  the 
hostile  Indiana,  particularly  in  drawing  other  tribes  into  the  war;  and  that 
the  period  of  service  would  be  very  short.  Governor  Blount  has  been  already 
reminded  of  the  expediency  of  avoiding  every  waste  offeree  and  expense,  and 
of  the  reported  disappearance  of  our  ground  for  augmenting  them ;  namely,  a 
threatened  invasion  of  the  State  by  a  large  Indian  force. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  weather  has  conspired  so  much  with  the  manceu- 
vres  of  the  enemy  to  contract  the  period  for  the  remaining  operations.  In  the 
worst  event,  I  hope  an  intermediate  establishment  between  Kingston  and 
Montreal  can  be  secured ;  which,  adding  to  the  advantages  already  gained  in 
the  present  campaign  one  having  so  favorable  a  bearing  on  the  next,  will 
preserve  the  tone  of  the  nation,  and  inculcate  on  the  enemy  a  disposition  to 
peace. 

I  was  surprised  to  see  by  yonr  letter  of  the  20th  that  the  victory  of  Harrison 
on  the  5th  had  been  so  imperfectly  conveyed  to  yon.  That  of  Perry  on  the 
10th  of  September,  I  recollect,  was  alluded  to  on  the  25th  by  Cliauncey  al 
Niagara  aa  a  report  only^  believed  to  be  true. 

J.  MADISON. 


TO  GEMEftAL  AKM3T&0HQ. 

Waskinoton.  November  15th,  1813, 
Dci^a  Sta,^ — I  have  received  yoars  of  the  8th  from  Albany,  and  shall  look, 
ill  a  few  days,  for  some  result  of  the  critical  posture  of  our  military  aOairs  on 
the  SL  Lawrence*  The  weather  here  has  iK^come  suddunly  very  cold,  hut 
without  snow  or  rain  ;  and  seems  to  be  getting'  back  to  a  milder  state.  If  it  has 
not  been  more  than  proportiouably  worse  at  the  scene  of  operations^  the  pros- 
ecution of  them  will  not  have  been  obstructed  by  that  cause,  and  hopes  may 
be  iadulged  that  they  will  bo  successfuh  I  have  had  some  apprehensions^  from 
the  dates  of  reinforcements  from  England,  that  th^y  might  amve  in  time  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  Prevost;  but  if  they  be  not  greater  than  are  stated, 
and  his  previous  force  be  as  limited  as  it  is  understood  to  be,  the  prospect  would 
still  be  hopeful. 

In  chusing  the  place  for  Hull's  trial,  which  should  be  delayed  as  little  longer 
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as  may  be,  the  primary  consideration  ccrtftinly  is  tlie  convetiieticy  to  Uie  af«j? 
and  I  do  not  know  that  the  secoudary  one,  which  regards  the  iritnesseSr  afTiirdi 
materiiil  objections  to  Albany.  The  time  and  place  at  which  they  are  to  at- 
tend catmot  bo  too  soon  made  known;  some  of  the  important  witnesses  beiaf 
now  ill  the  AtlnJitic  Stfttea^  who  may  aoon  return  to  the  Western* 

The  vindictive  ord^r  froiu  Montreal  threatens  a  serious  retaliatory  contest 
Although  the  onemy  liave  so  great  an  excess  of  prisoners  in  their  haud<i  (tsit 
scarcely  any  aucceaa  at  Motitreul  will  balance  it,  we  must  me^t  them  wrti 
determi  nation. 

The  late  comrannications  from  Harrison  and  Cass,  the  latter  just  appotui«4 
Governor  of  Michigan,  call  our  attention  to  several  points : 

L  The  Government  of  the  conquered  territory.  On  this  point  the  aaswtr 
hf  that  the  inllitnry  authority  of  the  conqueror,  to  be  exercised  with  as  macb 
lenity  and  as  little  needless  innovation  as  possible,  must  prevail  until  the 
legislative  authority  may  interpose. 

2.  As  to  the  Indiana.  The  temporary  arrangements  made  on  the  jpot  (at 
taking  advantage  of  their  depresgion^  without  infusing  despair^  will  suffice  till 
the  case  be  more  system  a  ti  call  y  provided  for* 

3.  The  supplies  of  food  to  the  iiihubitant^  of  Michigan.  On  this  point  Cms 
has  been  UM  thnt  they  are  to  be  continued  as  far  as  may  be  impenouslj  re- 
quired  by  humanity;  which  must  justify  to  Congress  such  an  applicaiioa of 
money  not  contemplated  hy  the  law. 

4.  It  ia  asked  whether^  f^nd  how,  the  injuries  suffered  by  indivldn&ls  in  w 
lation  of  the  capitulation  are  to  be  indemnified.  As  indemnity  is  not  to  be 
looked  for  from  the  National  Treasury*  no  mode  presents  itself  for  cooaidi^rm' 
tion  but  that  of  sending  an  estimate  and  demand  to  the  British  Cominaxider* 
But  this  step  would  be  inelii^ible  without  a  previous  deciKion  that,  in  caje  of 
its  presumed  failure,  the  amount  ahonld  be  taken  by  military  distress  from  tlui 
most  able  and  obnoxious  inbaVitants  of  Canada  under  oar  power*  This  wouJil 
be  a  course  most  approaching  to  justice  j  hut  being  a  novel  one,  and  diScalt 
also,  it  ought  to  be  weighed  before  it  be  adopted.  It  will  he  proper^  howefcr, 
without  special  reference  to  such  a  purpose,  to  have  an  estimate  of  the  dam- 
ages in  question  made  out,  as  within  the  resolution  of  Congress  which  reaatcM 
a  report  of  all  acts  of  the  enemy  violating  the  laws  and  usages  of  war* 

You  will  learn  from  the  War  OfBce  what  has  been  done  and  ia  going  on  in 
the  Southwest  quarter. 
Not  a  line  yet  from  our  Edvojs  to  Russia, 

J-  MADISON. 
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Copj  of  a  note  on  General  McClurt's  Utters  of  the  10/^,  IIM,  and  \Zth  of 
Decemherf  1813,  returned  to  the  Department  of  War, 

Betttdes  the  answer  to  General  McClurc,  it  may  be  proper  to  mfltnict  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  to  say  franklj  to  Prevost,  that  tbe  burning  of  Newark  was  the 
effect  of  a  misapprehension  of  the  officer^  and  not  an  order  from  tbe  GoTem* 
nient.  This  may  be  done  without  autboriKing  an  inference  that  aneh  a  meas- 
ure ezceedjs  a  just  retaliation,  or  precluding-  a  reOection  on  the  facility  with 
which  a  perseverance  of  the  encoij  in  a  system  of  conflag^ration  can  be  made 
reciprocal.  A  desire  to  put  an  end  to  such  an  aggraTation  of  the  erila^of  war 
u  a  Bofficient  explanation  of  the  disavowal. 

J.  MADISON. 

December  29^  1813. 


TO  T&B  S£CRET^&T  OF  WAA. 

MoNTPBLuim,  Hay  4,  18U. 

Dear  SiR| — I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  Ist  instant^  suggesting 
a  recall  of  the  vessels  allotted  for  Lake  Huron,  kc.y  with  a  view  to  another 
de^i nation  of  them. 

The  force  which  can  be  assembled  at  the  east  end  of  Lake  Erie  by  the  10 
of  June  is  greater  than  I  had  relied  on  j  and  if  employed  towards  Burlingtoii 
Heights  and  Tork^  cannot  fail  to  have  a  sahiary  effi^ct  in  diflerent  directioas. 
Whether  it  would  have  that  of  sufficiently  eontrouling  the  savnges,  and  pre- 
renting  the  distresses  and  expenses  of  another  frontier  campaign,  whilst  Mich- 
ilimakina  should  remain  a  source  of  British  influence  and  intrigue,  and,  above 
atlf  iu  ease  the  enemy  should  be  able  tti  make  some  naval  show  on  Lakes  Hu- 
ron and  Michigan^  is  the  most  serious  qu(>stion.  I  have  communicated  yoar 
▼lews  of  the  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  will  make  the  proposed 
change,  if  not  too  late  to  recall  the  vessels,  and  if  he  is  satisfied  that  the  ene- 
my's project  of  a  naval  show  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Huron  is  abandoned,  or 
cannot  be  porsned  ¥nth  any  injurious  effect. 

Perhaps  It  may  be  practicable  to  Gnd  sufficient  naval  means  for  the  occa* 
sion  without  interfering  with  the  Huron  expedition,  which  will  employ  but  a 
part  of  the  vessels  on  Lake  Eric.  The  land  force  must,  T  presume^  be  too  in- 
considerable to  interfere  with  the  other  object;  besides  that,  its  appearance  in 
the  upper  quarter  may  not  be  without  effect  in  lessening  the  descent  of  sav- 
ages to  the  theatre  below. 

In  a  cii^e  so  much  to  be  influenced  by  intelligenco  and  occurrences,  and 
now  BO  little  admitting  delays,  I  cannot  do  better  than  leave  it  to  yourself  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  whose  interchange  of  information  and  ideas  prom- 
isee the  safest  result     [See  annexed  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


396 


WORKS    OF    MA0ISON. 


1824. 


Aft^r  all,  tlie  issue  of  offensive  operationa  id  the  neighbonrliood  of  Lake 
Ontario  must  have  some  dependence  on  the  naval  command  there.  Should 
this  be  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  sudden  concentrations  at  any  point  chosen 
may  thwart  measures  othervtrise  the  best  planned^  With  that  advantage^  {tar* 
ticularly,  nnlcaa  his  force  at  Kingston  be  and  remain  inadequate,  the  scheme 
of  forming  a  naval  force  on  Lake  Htirtm,  through  the  medium  of  York  and 
Lake  Simooe,  mighty  for  the  seasoti  at  least,  be  pushed  with  mischteTous 
effect 

JAMES  MADISON. 


TO  THa  aEORBTABT  OF  THE  KITT. 

MoKTPBLLram,  May  4^  1914. 

DfiAE  SiE,— The  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  of  tbe  Ut  inst,,  states  that  iJbe 
last  advices  make  it  evident  that  the  enemy,  instead  of  now  meditating  a  re- 
eatabliahmcut  of  himself  on  the  Thames,  and  a  renewal  ofhia  intercourse  with 
the  Indians,  means  to  strengthen  himself  on  the  Peninsula,  making  Fort  Krte 
the  western  extremity  of  his  liue  of  operations ;  that  including  the  garrisotia 
of  Detroit  and  Maiden,  it  will  be  prai^ticable,  by  the  means  already  taken^  ta 
assemble  on  Lake  Erie  and  its  waters,  by  the  10th  day  of  June  next,  5,000 
regular  troops  and  3,000  volunteers  and  militia;  but  that  this  furce  will  be 
dispersed  and  comparatively  inoperative  without  the  aid  of  the  Oolilla  on  that 
Lake  ]  whilst  with  that  aid^  sach  a  force,  or  even  less,  landed  at  a  favomhlo 
point,  and  direct^ed  against  tho  enemy's  posti  at  Burlington  Hay  and  Y'orki 
could  not  be  resisted  without  weakening  and  exposing  himself  to  our  forces  at 
Sackett^s  Harbour  and  Plattsburg  j  the  interposition  of  such  a  force  being  in 
the  menu  lime  a  barrier  to  Detroit  and  Maiden,  ol>stj*ucting  the  intercourM 
with  the  Indians,  and  leading,  also,  to  the  evacuation  of  Niagara,  and  renderiag 
less  important  to  him  a  continuance  of  the  naval  contest  on  Lake  Ontario^ 
With  tliese  prospects »  he  suggests  that  the  expedition  into  the  western  lakdt 
be  relinquinlied,  and  that  the  na^ul  means  alJutted  to  it  be  turned  iu  aid  of 
that  above  proposed. 

The  probable  effect,  above  as  well  as  below,  of  so  large  ft  force,  if  it  can  he 
assembled  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  Lake  Erie,  entitles  the  suggestion  to 
fair  consideration ;  and  if  you  find  it  not  too  late,  and  are  satis6cd  that  the 
project  of  creating  a  naval  force  on  the  waters  of  Huron  is  abandoned  by  the 
enemy,  or  cannot  be  effeclua}ly  pursued  so  as  to  threaten  a  reanimation  of  sav- 
age hostilities,  it  will  be  best,  under  all  circumstances,  to  change  your  orders 
to  Captain  Sinclair.     I  give  the  Secretary  of  War  so  to  understand. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  practicable  to  find  a  sufficiency  of  naval  uid  for  the  War 
Department  without  interfering  with  the  expedition  to  tlie  Western  lakes.  The 
land  force  withdrawn  for  it  mast,  I  presume^  be  too  inconsiderable  to  intcx- 
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fere  with  the  other  object ;  besides  that,  its  appeftmace  may  prevent  come  of 
the  savages  from  descending  to  the  main  theatre  of  operations. 

In  ft  case  depending  on  intelligence  which  must  daily  be  iraproving^and  oa 

•  circn instances  liable  to  continyal  change,  it  would  be  unsafe  to  be  more  posi- 

tive than  I  have  been,  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
yonrself  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  whosw  interchange  of  infonnation  and  sen- 

H       timentfi  promises  the  sonndest  resnlU 

■  JAMES  MADISON. 

^^^^^^^  TO   THE   SECRETARY    OF  WAR. 

^^^^^^"  Mo»TPBLLi»E»  May  ITtti,  18H. 

H  Dear  Sir^ — Obstrnetions  to  the  mail  retarded  for  several  days  yonr  letter 

of  the  9tii  instant,  accompanied  by  a  correspondence  between  Generals  Wil- 
kinson and  liard,  on  the  subject  of  the  court-martial ♦  The  letter  from  the 
former  to  the  Department  of  War,  referred  to  in  the  correspondence,  was 

■  omitted. 
The  objection  made  to  the  validity  of  the  order  for  a  court-martial  cannot 
be  anstained.  Although  orders  derive  their  authority  from  the  President  and 
not  from  the  Department  of  War,  where  an  authority  is  not  specially  vested  in 
it  by  law,  the  authority  of  the  President  in  orders  requiring  it  is  to  he  pre- 
sumed when  passing  through  a  legitimate  and  known  ehannel.  I  h&re  not 
the  means  of  ascertaining  whether  the  terms  of  the  order  sent  by  CuL  Wal- 
bach  corresponded  with  the  current  of  precedents.  Should  there  have  been 
any  deviation  in  that  respect  it  would  not  vitiate  the  order  itself,  and  may  be 
avoided  in  future. 

The  other  objection,  'vHz :  to  the  member  of  the  conrt  and  the  deficiency  of 
rank  in  one  of  the  members,  is  also  without  legal  foundation.  The  extract 
from  the  articles  of  war  cited  by  yon  import  that  the  Executive  moat  necessa- 
rily judge,  on  its  responsibility,  whether  in  any  particular  case  a  restriction  of 
the  members  of  a  court-martial  to  the  smallest  number  that  is  required  in  or 
dinary  oases,  or  a  resort  to  otficera  of  inferior  rank,  can  or  canoot  be  avoided 
witliout  manifest  injury  to  the  service. 

Bat  although  there  be  no  legal  right  on  the  side  of  General  Wilkinson,  it 
merits  consideration  whether  there  may  not  be  expectations  which  will  be 
deemed  reasonable.  Being  of  the  hightist  grade  in  the  army,  having  been 
charged  with  the  most  important  operations  of  the  campaign^  and  so  much 
time  having  elapsed  after  the  question  of  a  military  court  came  into  view, 
during  which  time  he  was  continued  in  command,  the  grounds  on  which  the 
smallest  allowable  number,  with  an  inferiority  of  rank  in  any  of  the  members, 
can  bo  properly  enforced,  ought  to  be  equally  certain  and  imperioua.  The  law 
evidently  favors,  in  behalf  of  the  party  to  be  tried,  the  highest  number  and  an 
equality  of  rank. 
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As  Gcucrol  WilkmBon  will  be  content  witJi  &  coart  comfyo8«d  of  five  mem- 
t)era  only,  provided  they  be  Geripral  officers^  it  \s  proper  that  such  »n  one 
ehould  be  instituted,  and  assembled  at  as  early  a  day  as  will  avoid  muDifest 
injury  to  the  public  service.  Of  thiij  dutermination  you  may  inform  him-  Tbe 
BcleciioTi  of  the  officers  mo3t  eligible  for  the  court,  with  the  other  neees8«ry 
Btepa,  may  await  my  return  to  Washington.  The  suggestions  in  the  lettisr  of 
General  Pinckney  of  April  22d,  now  retunied,  appear  to  be  judiciotij*  It  would 
hiive  been  well  if  he  could  bave  participated  in  the  final  arrangetDentA  wilh 
the  subdued  Indiana.  The  task  of  making  them  is  now,  however,  so  easy,  tJtat 
Col.  Hawkins  alono  might  suffice  tot  \t  But  it  may  be  more  satisfactory  to 
associate  Col.  Milton  or  some  une  else  with  him.  It  may  be  more  satisfactory, 
also,  to  give  associates  to  General  Harrison  for  a  treaty  with  the  N,  W,  Indians, 
and  Mr.  Morrow  and  Col.  Johnson  will  be  a  fit  selection.  Send  me  a  eomiiud 
sion,  and  let  it  bo  joint  and  several,  as  well  to  guard  against  casualties  as  to 
leave  General  Harrison  free  for  the  other  service  allotted  to  him,  ia  case  of 
an  interference  between  the  two. 

Send,  also,  a  commisaion  of  Brigadier  and  a  brevet  of  Major  General  for 
General  Jackson. 

I  have  not  yet  fixed  tbe  day  of  my  setting  out  for  Washington.  Until  you 
receive  notice  of  it  your  communications  may  be  continued  hither* 

Accept  my  respects  and  good  wishoa. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


to  THB  SECBETART  OF  WAR, 

MoNTTitLiiR,  May  20,  1814. 

Dear  Sib, — T  have  received  your  letter  of  the  ITth  instant,  covering  further 
communications  from  Greneral  Pinckney;  which  are  now  returned. 

The  supplies  necessary  to  eave  tbe  Indians  from  starving  cannot  btit  be 
approved,  notwithstanding  the  failure  of  legal  provision  for  the  purpose.  U 
Ib  a  case  of  humanity  and  necessity  which  carries  its  own  justification  with  it. 

I  mentioned  in  my  last  CoL  Milton  as  a  fit  Commissioner  to  succeed  Gea- 
eral  Piuckney,  and  as  apparently  within  reach  of  the  time  aod  place  for  treat* 
ing  with  the  Indians.  If  Governor  Holme.^  be  ao^  he  will  be  a  very  unexcep- 
tionable associate.  McKee,  also,  may  be  well  qualified,  and  is  pn>bably  not 
too  distant.  Bnt  I  think  there  will  be  a  propriety  in  giving  a  preference  to 
the  Agent  residing  with  the  Cherokees,  who  is  senior  to  him  in  several  rt- 
spects,  who  is  very  intelligent  as  well  aa  experienced^  and  who  will  repreeent 
that  meritorious  tribe  of  Indians  as  well  as  tbe  United  States.  I  know  not 
bow  far  his  age  and  otter  circumstances  may  admit  of  his  attendance.  You 
can  better  decide  with  the  information  you  possess,  or  may  obtain  on  the 
spot  There  would  be  some  advantage  in  associating  both  of  them  with  Col. 
HawkinS;  &c.;  but,  besides  the  expense  of  a  numerous  commission,  there  may 
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be  more  danger  of  the  wiinl  of  concord.    Make  the  selection  yoo  find  best  out 
of  all  that  have  been  named ;  Col.  Hawkins*  hoing  of  course  retained. 

Whether  the  friendly  Indiana  ought  to  be  a  party  to  the  arrangement  with 
the  hostile  ones  \a  a  question  it  may  be  beat  to  leave  to  the  Commissionera, 
who  can  best  appreciate  the  considerationfl  on  which  it  dcptMids.  It  seems 
most  suitable  that,  although  the  terms  of  the  peace  will  be  dictated  to  the  hoe- 
tile  Indiana,  their  pride  should  not  be  irritiited  by  excluding  even  the  form  of 
consent  on  their  part.^  especially  as  it  is  possible  that  a  foreig-n  enemy  of  the 
United  States  may  still  ranke  experiments  on  their  character,  if  the  future  cir- 
cumstances of  the  war  should  sutfrrest,  them.  Evpn  this  question^  however, 
may  be  lefl  with  the  Commissioners,  if  they  see  iu  the  other  course  the  surest 
precaution  a;3:ainst  revolt.  The  most  critical  part  of  the  task  will  be  the  de- 
marcation of  lands  to  be  given  up  by  Ibe  olTendcrs^  and  of  lands  to  be  secured 
to  the  friendly  Creeks.  It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  reward  the  Cherokeea,  if 
not  the  Choctftws^  by  some  accoramo^lations  to  them  j  and  to  consult  the  viewg 
of  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Tennessee  as  far  as  justice  and  policy  wil!  permit. 

These  are  points  on  which  the  information  and  di sedition  of  the  Commis^ 
Bioners  must  decide  >  suljject-,  of  course,  to  the  constitutional  ratitication. 

Nothing  better  cau  be  done  with  the  leading  offenders  who  may  be  surren- 
dered than  to  have  them  effectually  secured,  with  a  report  of  the  circum- 
stances, which  ought  to  influence  the  disposal  to  be  respectively  made  of  them. 
The  treatment  of  the  aged  Telagsia  King  may  be  safely  trusted  to  the  human- 
ity of  Col.  Hawkins, 

I  have  much  confidence  in  the  judgment  of  General  Pinckney  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  posts  and  men  requisite  for  the  conquered  territory.  But  in 
ike  prostrate  condition  of  the  savages,  and  with  the  force  which  will  be  South 
of  them,  whilst  the  terror  of  Georgia  and  Tennessee  will  be  on  the  other  side 
of  them,  reductions  in  those  respects  will,  I  hope,  be  admissible  very  soon,  if 
not  at  present  They  are  much  to  be  desired,  as  well  on  account  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  keeping  up  regular  supplies,  as  of  the  occasion  there  may  be  for  in- 
creased exertions  in  other  quarters. 

I  am  just  possessed  of  the  intelligence  last  from  France  and  Great  Britain, 
and  the  proclamation  of  Cochrane  addressed  to  the  blacks;  they  admonish  us 
to  be  prepared  for  the  worst  the  enemy  may  be  able  to  effect  against  us*  The 
date  concurs,  with  the  measure  proclaimed,  to  indicate  the  most  inveterate 
spirit  against  the  Southern  States,  and  which  may  be  expected  to  shew  itiielf 
against  every  object  within  the  reach  of  vindictive  enterprise.  Among  these, 
the  seat  of  Government  cannot  fail  to  be  a  favorite  one. 

I  have  the  day  for  setting  oat  for  Washington  still  to  fix.  It  was  my  origi- 
nal purpose  to  be  back  before  the  first  of  next  month,  and  I  shall  endeavour 
to  effeet  it 

Accept  my  respects  and  best  wiabas. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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DEPASTMEarr  or  Wjji,  May  21^  ISlC 
Sib, — Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  24th  iostaiit,  Major  General  Harri* 
BOfi  has  resigned  Lis  cammission  in  the  armj,  and  thns  U  created  a  ▼^acaacj 
of  that  grade f  which  I  haatoti  to  fill  with  your  name.     This  circunutajice  doea 
awaj  the  neoeasltj  of  aendlog  tha  commission  fonaerlj  contemplated* 

I  hare,  &c*) 

J.  A. 
Major  General  A.  JicEsoir, 


[No.  3.]  DEFAETsraNT  OF  War,  May  22 ,  1814 

Sir, — The  vacancy  produced  by  General  Hampton's  resignationi  not  haTin^ 
been  filled  during  the  late  sea^ion  of  the  Senate,  cannot  bo  supplied  constitu- 
tionaliy  during  the  recess  of  that  body.  All,  therefore,  that  can  be  done  at 
present^  in  reward  for  your  able  and  gallant  conduct  during  the  campatgn, 
and  ill  testimony  of  the  public  respect  these  have  obtained,  is  to  make  you  a 
Brigadier  of  the  line,  with  the  Brevet  of  Major  General^  and  to  invest  yoa 
with  the  command  of  the  7th  Military  District.  Commissiona  of  this  charubc- 
ter  will  be  immediately  prepared  and  forwarded  j  and  I  cannot  but  hope  that 
they  will  be  acceptable  and  ncccpted^  and  that  it  will  not  be  iuconTenient  for 
you  to  assume  this  new  command  without  loss  of  time. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occaaioo  to  offer  to  you  my  great  respect  and  best 
wishes. 

J.  A. 

Major  General  Andrew  Jackson, 

Nashville,  Tennessee* 


TO  THl   SECRETARY   OF  WAR. 

M0NTP11.LISR,  May  24,  1814. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours  of  the  20tli  instant.    The  sufferings  < 
the  troops  for  want  of  clothing  and  pay  are  the  more  to  be  lamented  aa  they 
cannot  fall  to  damp  the  recmititig  service^  and  particularly  the  re-enliatment 
of  the  men  who  are  soon  to  be  discharged.     It  seems  strange  that  arrears  of 
pay  should  run  back  for  more  than  a  year,  and  that  supplies  of  clothing  shoaldii 
have  been  so  deBctent  tliat  the  troops  at  one  station  shonld  have  got  non 
and  those  at  another  not  enough.     It  is  always  fair,  however,  that  ex|>lan 
tion  should  precede  censure.     That  is  necessary  in  this  casej  at  least  for 
just  distribution  of  the  censure  among  the  responsible  agents. 

It  would  be  a  circumstance  of  regret  if  either  the  State  of  Tenneaaee 
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General  Jacksoti  should  be  dissAtisficd  at  the  course  taken  id  the  peace  witli 
the  Indiaos.  T  am  not  atirc  thiit  I  nnderatand  jour  remarks  on  what  took 
place  previous  to  the  departure  of  General  Piockney,  It  ia  to  be  coriBrdered 
now  that  the  appointment  of  Commisaioners  Vo  treat  will  not  refer  to  a  military 
capitulation,  but  to  a  regnlttr  treaty  to  be  submitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  commiasion  by  Brevet  for  General  Jackson  is  not  accompanied  by  the 
preliminary  one  of  Brigadier.  As  the  resignation  of  General  Harriaon  renders 
that  circuit  unnecessary,  the  better  way  will  be  to  send  at  once  a  Major  Gen- 
eraVs  commission.  I  suspend  a  final  decision,  however,  till  I  see  you^  which 
will  be  in  two  or  three  days  after  the  arrival  of  this.  The  decision  as  to  Gen- 
eral Howard  may  also  be  delayed. 

If  the  power  of  Franco  be  broken  dowiij  which  is  more  than  probable,  for  a 
time  at  least,  and  the  allies  of  England  can  be  prevailed  on  to  acquiesce  in 
her  raeasnres  against  us,  which  is  possible,  we  may  calculate  on  the  utmost 
extension  she  can  give  them,  both  on  our  Atlantic  and  inland  frontier.  I  ob- 
serve that  her  exertions  for  Lake  Ontario  correspond  with  our  anticipations. 
Among  them  appears  the  project  of  sending  ships  from  England  in  frames. 
If  these  arrive,  and  the  conveyance  of  them  up  the  St«  Lawrence  cannot  be 
prevented,  there  wilJ  be  little  hope  of  our  obtaining  and  keeping  the  command 
cm  that  water. 

The  complaints  against  Burbeck  have  been  so  multiplied  and  pointed  that 
his  longer  continuance  where  he  is  is  highly  inexpedient.  Transfer  him  to 
aome  other  theatre  which  you  think  less  unsuitable  for  him;  and  be  so  good 
as  to  hand  the  letter  from  Mr.  Chauncey,  after  perusal,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  will  communicate  it  to  the  Postmaster  General.  It  contains 
matter  which  the  Paymaster  General,  also,  may  properly  see» 

If  the  case  of  Lient.  Gore,  inclosed,  calls  for  the  interposition  representedi 
let  a  pardon  be  provided  in  the  customary  form. 

Accept  my  respects  and  best  wishes. 

JAMES  MADISON, 

P.  S.  May  25. — I  observe  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  just  received,  that 
a  consolidation  of  4  regiments  into  2  has  been  finally  carried  into  effect  and 
made  public.  Yon  must  have  inferred  more  from  my  conversations  than  I 
could  have  meant  to  convey  by  any  thing  in  them  on  the  subject.  The  ques- 
tion of  exercising  such  a  power,  made  discretionary  by  law,  the  designation 
of  the  regiments  to  be  consolidated,  and  the  discrimination  between  the  offi* 
cera  to  be  retained  and  disbanded,  involved  so  many  conaiderations  of  impor- 
tance, of  justice,  and  of  delicacy,  that  I  should  not  have  considered  myself  as 
satisfying  my  responsibility  without  weighing  well  the  whole  proceeding.  It 
may  be  doubted,  also,  whether,  as  the  exercise  of  the  power  was  limited  to  the 
event  of  a  failure  to  fill  the  rank  and  file  of  the  regiments,  the  condition  has 
yet  occurred  j  the  period  between  the  passage  of  the  law  and  the  act  of  con- 
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Bolidation  having  admitted  so  scanty  an  opportanity  for  an  adequate  trial  of 
the  means  of  recruiting. 

JAMES  MADISON, 


TO  THB  8ECBETABT  OF  WAS. 

JUNB  3,  1814. 

J.  Madison  requests  a  consultation  with  the  Heads  of  Departments  on  Tnes- 
daj  next,  at  11  o'clock. 

The  object  is  to  decide  on  the  plan  of  campaign  which  our  means,  militaij 
and  naval,  render  most  eligible. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Secretary  will  cause  to  be  made  out  and  send 
over — 

1.  A  statement  of  the  numbers  and  kinds  of  regular  force,  respectiYely,  at 
the  several  military  posts  and  stations  throughout  the  United  States. 

2.  The  numbers  on  the  way  thereto,  respectively. 

3.  The  remaining  numbers  enlisted,  and  in  what  States,  according  to  the 
last  returns. 

4.  The  amount  and  kind  of  the  enemy's  land  forces  in  Canada,  or  on  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States,  and  at  what  places,  according  to  the  beat  infor- 
mation in  the  War  Department 

6.  Ditto,  ditto,  ditto,  expected  there,  and  when,  according  to  ditto,  ditto. 
6.  Ditto,  ditto,  of  enemy's  land  forces  near,  and  destined  for,  our  Atlantic 
frontier,  according  to  the  best  information  in  the  Department  of  War. 


TO  THE  8ECBETABT  OF  THE  KATT. 

June  3, 1814. 

J.  Madison  requests  a  consultation,  &c.,  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  object  is  to  decide  on  the  plan  of  campaign  which  our  means,  military 
and  naval,  render  most  eligible. 

Meantime,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  cause  to  be  made  out  and  send 
over — 

1.  A  statement  of  the  naval  force  on  the  Lakes  Erie,  Ontario,  and  Cham. 
plain,  respectively,  now  ready  for  service,  and  the  portion  of  that  on  Lake 
Erie  destined  for  Lake  Huron. 

2.  State  and  prospects  of  additional  naval  force  in  preparation  for  Lakei 
Ontario  and  Champlain,  respectively. 

3.  State  and  stations  of  vessels  of  war,  (including  the  steam  vessel,)  gun- 
boats, and  barges,  for  the  defence  of  the  Atlantic  frontier. 

4.  Naval  force  of  the  enemy,  (including  marines,)  according  to  the  best  in- 
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formation  in  the  Navy  Department|  near  and  in  the  Atlantic  waters  of  the 
United  States. 
5.  Ditto,  understood  to  be  destined  for  oar  coast 


TO  TBK  BECBBTABT  OF  STATE. 

June  3rd,  1814. 

J.  Madison  requests  a  consultation  with,  &c.,  on  Tuesday  next 

The  object  is,  &c. 

Meantime,  the  Secretary  of  State  will  cause  to  be  made  out  and  send  over 
a  statement  of  any  information  received  in  his  Department  relative  to  the 
military  or  naval  force  of  the  enemy  destined  to  Canada  or  the  United  States 
and  to  the  military  or  naval  operations  contemplated  by  the  enemy  during  the 
present  campaign. 


TO  THE  BECRETABT  OF  THE  TBEABUET. 


J.  Madison  requests,  &c. 
The  object  is,  &c. 
Juke  3, 1814. 


TO  THE  ATTOBVET  OEHEBAL. 


J.  Madison  requests,  &c 
The  object  is,  &c. 
JuvE  3,  1814. 


In  Cahinetf  June  7, 1814 — Present:  J.  Monroe,  G.  W,  Campbell^  General 
Armstrong,  W.  Jones,  R.  Bush. 

The  subject,  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 

1.  Determined,  nem»  con,,  on  an  expedition  into  Lake  Huron,  of  4  or  5  ves- 
sels, and  800  or  1,000  troops ;  the  first  object  to  occupy  Machadash  and  St 
Joseph's,  leaving  about  600  to  hold,  at  least,  the  former. 

2.  Do.,  nem.  con.,  (except  Mr.  Monroe,  who  did  not  positively  oppose,  but 
'^hought  the  measure  hazardous,)  on  an  expedition,  with  the  forces  under  Gen- 
eral Brown,  from  Lake  Erie,  near  Long  Point,  to  Burlington  Heights^  prepar- 
atory to  further  operations  for  reducing  the  Peninsula,  and  proceeding  towards 
York,  &c.}  the  expedition  to  depend  on  Commodore  Channcey's  getting  the 
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command  of  the  lake^  without  wbicli  supplies  conld  not  be  secured,  and  mt& 
which  they  might  be  conveyed  safely  by  water  from  dep6ts  on  the  south  side 
of  Lake  Ontario. 

3.  Do.,  nem,  con.f  14  or  15  armed  boats  to  be  bailt  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  to 
command  the  St.  Lawrence,  under  protection  of  posts  to  be  supplied  bj  d^ 
tachments  from  Izard^s  command,  so  as  to  intercept  the  water  communicatioB 
between  Montreal  and  Kingston. 

4.  Do.,  nem.  con,j  the  main  force  under  Izard  to  make  demonstratioDS  to- 
wards Montreal,  as  a  diversion  of  the  enemy  from  operations  Westward,  aad 
affording  a  chance  of  compelling  Prevost  to  fight  disadvantageously,  or  break 
up  his  connection  with  Lake  Champlain. 


[No.  6.]  Nashvuxb,  June  8, 1814. 

Sib, — Yours  of  the  22d  and  24th  ultimo,  with  enclosures,  have  been  re- 
ceived, and  are  now  before  me.  The  former  alone  shall  be  the  subject  of  this 
communication.  The  appointments  of  Brigadier  and  Brevet  Major  Genenl 
in  the  line  are  accepted  under  the  circumstances  tendered ;  belieying,  from  tk 
tenor  of  your  letter,  that  the  Senate,  on  its  meeting,  will  honor  me  with  tk 
rank  in  the  line  which  I  have  held  in  the  militia  service  of  the  Republic  fat 
many  years.  Your  other  communication  shall  be  the  subject  of  a  sepante 
letter. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  assume  the  command  of 
the  7th  Military  District,  pursuant  to  your  wishes. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

(Signed)  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Honorable  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 


JUMS  15, 1814. 

The  Secretary  of  War  will  send — 

1.  All  the  correspondence  with  General  Harrison,  subsequent  to  his  letom 
to  the  Western  Country. 

2.  The  correspondence  with  General  Wilkinson  from  the  date  (inclusive)  of 
his  first  request  of  a  military  investigation. 

3.  The  correspondence  with  General  Jackson,  subsequent  to  his  leaving  the 
Indian  Country. 

4.  Thfe  General  orders  which  have  been  issued  from  the  office  of  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General,  subsequent  to  the  1st  of  May  last. 

5.  The  correspondence  subsequent  to  that  date  with  the  several  officers  com- 
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manding  military  districts ;  including  the  separate  correspondence  with  Gen- 
erals Izard,  Brown,  and  Gaines,  in  the  9th  district 

6.  The  instructions  to  the  Commissioners  for  treaties  with  the  Creeks,  and 
with  N.  Western  Indians. 

7.  The  number  of  small-arms  manufactured  within  the  last  year  by  and  for 
the  United  States. 

8.  The  number  of  small-arms  fit  for  use  at  the  several  depots,  respectively. 
To  save  time  and  copying,  the  letters,  instructions,  and  orders  from  the 

War  Department  may  be  sent  in  the  record,  or  the  retained  draughts. 

J.  MADISON. 


TO    THE  SECRETARY  OF   WAR. 

June  18, 1814 
Besides  the  tendency  of  the  proposed  attempt  for  removing  the  Indians 
north  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  disquiet  them,  there  are  other  objections  to  the 
measure.  It  may  have  a  like  tendency  in  its  bearing  on  other  Indians  con< 
nected  with  the  district  given  in  exchange.  And  what  merits  particular  atten- 
tion, the  territories  contiguous  to  this  district,  whose  peace  and  security  might 
be  affected,  will  probably  be  dissatisfied.  A  pointed  remonstrance  against  such 
a  measure  was  given  in  by  the  delegate  from  Missouri.  Its  policy,  at  this 
time,  was  not  supported,  if  not  opposed,  by  some  of  the  most  weighty  charac- 
ters of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Instead  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  subsidy,  specifying  the  pay,  subsistence, 
&c.,  &c.,  which,  requiring  the  sanction  of  the  Legislative  branches,  could  not 
have  effect  during  this  campaign  without  an  Executive  assumption  of  the 
whole  treaty  power,  an  article  will  be  better,  simply  obliging  the  Indians,  if 
required  by  the  United  States,  to  enter  into  the  war,  and  put  themselves  under 
their  direction  in  the  prosecution  of  it.  lliis  will  lay  us  under  no  treaty  obli- 
gations, and  leave  the  way  open  for  the  employment  of  the  Indians  as  hereto- 
fore under  military  arrangements,  for  which  explanation  at  the  treaty  on  the 
several  necessary  points  might  sufficiently  prepare  them. 

A  change  in  the  instructions  to  the  above  effect  will  probaby  reach  the 
Commissioners  in  time;  but  it  will  not  avoid  the  incongruity  of  the  proceed- 
ing. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


CoL  CrogharCi  IdUr^  with  the  following  Jiote  thereon  by  General  Armstrong j 
referred  to  the  President. 

"This  letter  of  Lieut  Col.  Croghan's  is  highly  improper:  1st,  because  he 
made  no  complaint  of  what  he  calls  a  departure  from  military  etiquette  to 
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the  War  Department:  2d,  because  the  Bret  notice  he  takes  of  it  is  m  a  letter 
if)  a  navy  officer^  and  thea  without  any  object  of  business,  as  lie  saya  hia  can- 
duct  will  not  be  the  result  of  any  c?M(fnn  produced  by  it:  3d,  becaitae,  by  a 
letter  to  General  HatrisoD  of  the  15th  of  May,  it  appearH  that  he  would  not 
permit  Btfnjor  Holmes  to  go  until  an  order  to  that  effect  was  sent  directly  to 
himself:  and,  4tli,  hia  doctrine  of  etiquette  i^  unfounded,  either  in  the  practice 
of  the  land  or  sea  sernce.  The  order  was  sent  to  General  JTarriJton*  Are 
orders  from  the  War  Department  to  b©  sent  to  every  Colonel  in  the  army  be* 
fore  he  will  consent  to  aid  in  un  expedition  directed  by  the  QoTemiaent? 

^*  For  the  orders  to  General  Harrison  and  to  Major  HolmeS;  see  p4ge  172  of 
the  letter  book/* 

Received  Jnne  18,  1814, 


d 


KoU  on  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ctmring  letter  of  C<d,  Cro^han  to 
Captain  Sinclair j  of  May  26. 

As  the  order  to  Major  Holmes  required  a  resort  to  hia  snperior  officer,  CoL 
Croghan^  and  a.s  Capt.  Sinclair  was  ordered  to  communicate  with  the  tatter, 
it  might  have  been  better  to  have  conveyed  the  orders  to  Major  Holmes  Uirongh 
CoL  Croghan  than  vice  veraOf  as  well  as  to  have  apprised  Col.  Cro^hAO  di* 
lecdy  of  the  orders  to  Captain  Sinclair.  But  there  being  no  room  to  <}Qestiao 
the  orders  to  Major  Holmes,  or  those  to  Captain  S.,  and  the  case  forbidding 
delay,  the  proper  course  for  Croghan  was  to  have  conformed  to  the  authenti- 
cated liiteulions  of  the  Government,  and  to  have  theu  made  his  commnnica- 
tions  on  the  subject,  both  to  the  War  Department,  and  to  the  oflScer  command* 
ing  the  district.  The  superseding  arrangement  truTismitted  directly  to  him 
on  the  2Dd  of  June  admits  of  no  misconstruction,  unless^  indeed,  Holmtt 
should  set  up  hia  direct  and  unrevoked  orders  from  the  War  Department 
against  those  proceeding  immediately  from  Col.  Croghan. 

A  Canada  newspaper,  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  speaks  of 
the  weakness  of  Miebilimakina^  and  of  ft  remfbrceiaeot  on  the  way,  under  a 
Lieut  Colonel. 

A  decision  on  the  acceptance  of  General  McArthur's  resignation  is  sos- 
pended,  with  a  view  to  the  questions  whether  he  may  not  be  employed  as  h# 
wishes  and  to  a  proper  successor. 

J.  MADISON, 

JuKB  18,  1814 


I 
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JV&ff  cm  a  not€*  of  the  Becretwy  of  War,  on  letf^s  from  Gopemor  Clarh' 
and  General  Howard^  proposing  the  tstahlUhment  of  a  po^t  at  Prairie  du 
Chien. 

The  apparent  objections  to  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  po6t  so  distant 
are  verj  strongs.  Much  weight,  however,  is  due  to  the  concurring  opinions  of 
Governor  Clarke  and  General  Howard,  both  men  of  judgment,  and  posaeesed 
of  manj  advantages  for  a  correct  exercise  of  it  io  such  a,  case. 

J.  MADISON. 

June  19,  181i. 


to  the  secretary  of  war, 

June  20,  1814. 

General  Wilkinson^  it  appears,  addressed  an  application  to  the  President  on 
the  6tU  ult,  for  an  opportcmity  of  securing  testimony  which  may  be  lost  by  the 
caflualtiea  of  the  campaign.  This  is  reasonable  ]  and  be  effected  by  deposi- 
tioua  taken  in  the  uanal  mode,  a  Judge  Advocate  littending  on  the  part  of  the 
public.  Give  the  proper  instructions  for  the  purpose,  and  let  the  General  be 
informed  that  his  request  is  complied  with.  It  will  be  proper,  also,  to  liberate 
him  from  his  restriction  to  particular  places  of  residence. 

X  wish  a  list  of  all  the  Major  and  Brigadier  Generals  not  prisoners  of  war, 
u  at  present  respectively  distributed  for  servLCe. 

J,  MADISON* 


TO  THE  SECRBTAaT  OF  WAR, 

June  21,  1814. 

The  taking  of  soldiers  for  manning  the  navy  is  certainly  a  disagreeable  cir- 
cumstance in  several  respects;  bnt  the  efficient  state  of  the  navy,  even  for 
land  operations  ou  the  Canada  frontier,  is  ao  easential,  that  it  seems  unavoid- 
able  occasionally,  until  a  sufficiency  of  seamen  can  bo  obtained,  for  which 
CTcry  exertion  is  doubtless  made. 

The  expedient  of  volunteers,  adopted  by  General  Isard  as  a  diminution  of 
the  inconvenience,  seems  a  good  one,  aud  he  will,  of  course^  repress  improper 
attempts  to  prevent  ita  success. 

J.  MADISON. 


belldve  In  tho  w\sdcm  of  wtAbliidiiDS  a  pant,  800  Enitei  in  tius  eJiemf 'a  ooautry;  oooa 
il  mtisl  Im»  Bupportedf  ud  ■!  so  euonzifHis  oipeDia. 

**J.  ARMSniOKG.'* 
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Submitted  to  the  Cabinety  June  23  and  24, 1814. 

1.  Shall  the  surrender  bj  Great  Britain  of  the  practice  of  impressmenti  in 
a  treaty  limited  to  a  certain  period,  be  an  nltimatam?  Monroe,  Campbell| 
Armstrong,  Jones — No :  Rush  inclining,  but  not  insisting  otherwise. 

2.  Shall  a  treaty  of  peace,  silent  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  be  author- 
ized ?    All  no,  but  Armstrong  and  Jones,  who  were  aye. 

3.  Shall  a  treaty  be  authorized  comprising  an  article  referring  the  subject 
of  impressment,  along  with  that  of  commerce,  to  a  separate  negotiation  ?  Mon- 
roe, Campbell,  Armstrong,  and  Jones — Aye :  Rush  for  awaiting  farther  in- 
formation from  Europe. 

Jdnb  27, 1814. 
In  consequence  of  the  letters  from  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin  of  May  6 — 7, 
and  of  other  accounts  from  Europe,  as  to  the  ascendency  and  views  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  dispositions  of  the  great  Continental  Powers,  the  preceding 
question  No.  2  was  put  to  the  Cabinet,  and  agreed  to  by  Monroe,  Campbell, 
Armstrong,  and  Jones ;  Rush  being  absent.  Our  Minister  to  be  instnicted, 
besides  trying  the  other  conditions,  to  make  a  previous  trial  to  insert  or  annex 
some  declaration  or  protest  against  any  inference,  from  the  silence  of  the 
Treaty  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  that  the  British  claim  was  admitted,  or 
that  of  the  United  States  abandoned. 


Hjsadqdartebs  7th  Miutart  Dutbict, 

Murfreesborough,  June  27 tb,  1814. 

Sib, — Mine  of  the  25th  instant  advised  of  the  rumours  of  the  day,  and  that 
on  the  26th  I  would  set  out  for  Fort  Jackson.  At  this  place  I  met  a  corrobo- 
ration of  the  account  that  300  British  had  landed,  and  are  fortifying  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Apalachicola,  and  are  arming  and  exciting  the  Indiana  to  acts 
of  hostility  against  the  United  States.  Whether  the  rumours  are  founded  on 
fact  or  not,  we  ought  at  least  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst. 

Query:  If  the  Jiastile  Creeks  have  taken  refuge  in  East  Florida,  Jied  and 
armed  there  by  the  Spaniards  and  British,  the  IcUter  having  landed  troops 
within  it,  and  fortifying,  with  a  large  supply  of  munitions  of  war  and  pro- 
visions, and  exciting  the  Indians  to  hostilities,  will  the  Government  say  to 
me,  require  a  few  hundred  militia,  (which  can  be  had  for  the  campaign  at  one 
day's  notice,)  and,  with  such  of  my  disposable  force,  proceed  to  and  reduce? 
If  so,  I  promise  the  war  in  the  South  has  a  speedy  termination,  and  British 
influence  forever  cut  off  from  the  Indians  in  that  quarter. 

(Signed)  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Skcretart  op  War. 
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EstimaU  of  force  and  preparation  for  defence  of  the  CUyj  made  up  in  Calh 
inet  meeting^  July  Ist,  1814. 

Cavalry,  City  of  Washington    -  •  -  -  -120 

Ditto,  from  Carlisle,  say  -  •  -  -  -    200 

Regular  infantry  ......  1,000 

District    ditto   -•••••.  1,000 

Marines  .•••••.    120 

District  artillery  ......    200 


Of  Barney's  corps        .  .  .  .  - 

10,000  militia  to  be  designated  and  held  in  readiness. 

10,000  arms  and  camp  equipage  to  be  brought  forward  for  use. 

Survey  of  the  groundsy  &c 


3,140 


to  the  8ecbetabt  of  war. 

July  2, 1814. 
In  analogy  to  the  arrangement  yesterday  decided  on  in  reference  to  this 
City  and  Baltimore,  and  with  a  view  to  a  systematic  provision  against  inva- 
ding armaments,  the  Secretary  of  War  will  digest  and  report  to  the  President 
corresponding  precautionary  means  of  defence  in  reference  to  the  other  more 
important  and  exposed  places  along  the  Atlantic  frontier ;  particularly  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  Wilmington,  Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  New  Or- 
leans. In  addition  to  the  distribution  at  suitable  depots  of  arms  and  other 
necessaries,  the  Secretary  will  report  a  circular  communication  to  the  Qov- 
emors  of  the  several  States,  calculated  to  obtain  from  them  convenient  desig- 
nations of  adequate  portions  of  their  militia,  with  every  other  arrangement 
depending  on  the  State  Executives  for  having  them  in  the  best  readiness  for 
actual  service  in  cases  of  emergency. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Noted  on  (he  return  of  papers^  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  June  29, 1814. 

July  6, 1814. 
On  the  question  whether  warrants  for  payment  ought  to  be  drawn  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  immediately  on  settlements  made  by  the  Accountant  of  the 
Department  of  War,  or  not  without  a  previous  inspection  and  revision  of  such 
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settlements  hj  tlie  accoantiDg  ofRcers  of  the  Treasary,  the  considerationa  In 
favor  of  the  latter  course  are : 

1»L  That  the  term  "  revisioD  "  used  in  the  law  seems  to  import  that  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Accountant  at  the  War  Department,  not  being  definitiTe,  ought 
not  to  be  operative, 

2d.  That  the  policy  of  requiring  a  report  to  and  reviaion  of  the  settlement! 
of  the  War  Accountant^  implies  that  the  accounting  officers  in  the  Treasa 
Depttrtment  were  to  be  a  check  on  the  War  Accountant,  which  check  canno 
be  eGTectual  without  a  suapenaion  of  payment 

3d.  That  ibis  was  the  sense  of  a  Committee  of  each  House  of  CougreBB,  of 
the  Senate,  and  of  the  Attorney  General* 

4.  That  reasons  personal  to  the  Accountant  to  the  War  Department  op- 
posed an  issue  of  warrant  on  his  settle ments. 

On  the  other  aide,  the  considerations  are : 

IsU  That  m  the  reports  of  aettlemeut^  by  the  War  Accountant  were  requited 
to  be  made  "  from  time  to  time  "  only,  and  not  forthwith,  the  law  could  not 
have  meant  that  debts  actually  due  should  be  exposed  to  the  delays  of  pay- 
ment incident  U>  re  porta  ao  to  be  made.  In  the  ease  of  aettlemeots  by  the  Au- 
ditor, his  reporta  to  the  Comptroller  are  required,  but  not  "  from  Ume  to  lime/' 
and  consequently  forthwith, 

2*  In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  to  the  Treasury  Department  to  i 
scribe  the  forma  of  rendering  accounta,  it  was  prescribed  to  the  War  Account' 
ant  in  1T92,  and  the  rule  referred  to  as  in  force  as  late  as  April  last  by  th<j ' 
Comptroller,  that  the  Accountant  should  render  his  accounts  quarterly ;  thua 
fixiniT  the  vague  rule  of  "  from  time  to  lirae/*  and  indicating  that  the  Treasu 
Department  understood  that  balances  liquidated  by  the  War  Accountant  werBp' 
not  to  remain  unpaid  until  the  revision  of  the  accounts  should  be  had* 

3*  That  the  practice  for  so  lon^  a  period,  and  down  to  so  late  a  dav,  has 
settled  tlie  meaning  of  the  law  beyond  the  controul  of  a  new  construction^ 
which  would  introduce  uncertainly  in  place  of  that  certainty  in  which  the  law 
delights. 

4*  That  the  accounting  establishment  in  the  Navy  Department  is  on  the 
same  footing  with  that  in  the  War  Department,  and  that  the  pracUce  has  beenj 
and  continues  the  same  there  as  it  has  heretofore  been  iu  the  War  Dep 
meat  j  that  an  innovation  in  one  Department  would,  in  relation  to  the  other, ' 
introduce  a  diversity  where  uniformity  was  contemplated  by  law,  and  is  in 
itself  desirable, 

5.  That  opinions  of  Committeea  of  Congress^  however  made  known,  and  in- 
ferences as  to  the  opinions  of  the  Senate,  however  strong,  cannot  overrule  the 
long  and  uniform  construction  and  practice  of  the  proper  and  responsible  offi- 
cers charged  with  the  execution  of  the  law.  The  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  has  probably  been  misconceived. 

6.  Th»t  reasons  personal  to  the  Accountant  cannot  affect  the  le^l  relation 
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or  official  courae  of  basiDesd  between  the  Secretarj  of  War  &nd  him,  such  ren- 
aotia  belonging  to  the  cognisance  of  the  authority  to  which  the  AccouDtont  S8 
respocsible  by  the  tenure  of  his  office* 

The  latter  consideratiunii  appear  to  preponderate  againdt  the  former* 

The  queadoa  whether  the  Accountant  can  withhold  his  counter^gnatnre  to 
warraQts  for  monies  on  account,  turna  on  the  question :  Ut.  Whether  warrants 
on  account  be,  or  be  not,  contrary  to  law?  2,  Whether  the  Accountant,  with 
respect  to  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  poaflesses  a  discretionary 
anthority,  or  his  coonier-signature  be  merely  a  form  of  verification  ? 

On  the  first  point,  it  is  understood  that  warrants  on  account,  though  not  ex- 
pressly authorized  by  statntef  have  been  in  constant  use  by  all  the  Heads  of 
Departments  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  Government ;  that  the 
expediency  of  them  amounts  nearly  to  a  necessity;  and  that  they  are  con- 
structively recognized  in  the  act  of  Congres^a  relating  to  the  Treasuiy,  War, 
nod  Navy  Departments,  passed  July  16,  1798. 

On  the  2d  pointy  nothing  is  perceived  in  laws  or  usage  favoring  the  idea 
that  the  counter-signature  of  the  Accountant  is  more  than  a  form  of  verifying 
be  authenticity  of  the  warrants.  The  abstract  case  of  a  warrant  illegal  on  the 
'^fiMse  of  it  does  not  enter  into  the  question, 

JAMES  MADISON. 


2{oted  to  the  Secretary  of  Waff  July  6,  1814,  on  /A«  reported  plan  for  ninety- 
odd  thouaand  Militia^ 

The  reference  to  the  Military  Districts  aa  places  of  service  is  liable  to  two 
remarks :  the  one,  that  the  reference  is  in  some  respects  too  vague  |  the  other, 
that  in  other  respects  it  ia  too  restrictive. 

District  No.  1  ilinstrates  both  remarks :  the  first,  by  its  great  extent  and 
numerous  objects  j  the  second,  by  the  vicinity  of  Newport  and  Providence  in 
another  district,  which  can  receive  support  more  readily  from  Massachnsetts 
than  from  Connecticut,  which  makes  part  of  the  same  distriet  with  Rhode 
Island. 

It  will  be  better  to  intimate  to  the  State  Executives  the  expediency  of  hav- 
ing regard,  in  the  designations  of  the  Militia,  and  the  places  of  rendezvous,  to 
the  points  within,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of,  their  respective  States,  the  im- 
portance or  exposure  of  which  will  be  most  likely  to  attract  the  views  of  the 
enemy. 

Will  it  not  be  useful,  also,  to  make  the  places  of  rendezvous,  and  the  por- 
tions of  Militia  respectively  allotted  to  them,  changeable  on  applications  to 
that  effect  from  the  ofhcers  commaiidlDg  in  the  Military  Districts,  to  whom  this 
arrangement  wHl  of  coarse  be.  communicated  ? 

J.  MADISON. 
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War  Depabtmemt,  Jaly  18, 1814. 

Sib, — I  have  the  honoar  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  letter  of  the 
27th  June  last.  The  case  joa  pat  is  a  very  strong  one;  and  if  all  the  circam- 
stanees  stated  by  yon  unite,  the  conclusion  is  inevitable.  It  becomes  onr 
duty  to  carry  our  arms  where  we  find  our  enemies.  It  is  believed,  and  I  am 
BO  directed  by  the  President  to  say,  that  there  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Spanish  Government  not  to  break  with  the  United  States,  nor  to  encour- 
age any  conduct  on  the  part  of  her  subordinate  agents  having  a  tendency  to 
such  a  rupture.  We  must,  therefore,  in  this  case,  be  careful  to  ascertain  &cts; 
and  even  to  distinguish  between  what,  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  aathorities, 
may  be  the  effect  of  menace  and  compulsion,  or  of  choice  and  policy. 

The  result  of  this  enquiry  must  govern.  If  they  admit,  feed,  arm,  and  co- 
operate with  the  British  and  hostile  Indians,  we  must  strike  on  the  broad  prin- 
ciple of  self-preservation.  Under  other  and  different  circumstances,  we  must 
forbear. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

(Signed)  J.  ABMSTBONG. 

Major  General  Andrew  Jackson. 


TO  THE  SECBETABT  OF  WAB« 

JcLT  18, 1814. 
Wanted :  Copies  of  the  instructions  to  General  Brown  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  plan  of  operations  agreed  on  in  the  Cabinet  on  the  7th  of  June.     Copies 
of  the  instructions  to  General  Winder  on  his  taking  command  of  his  militaiy 
district,  and  since. 

The  Secretary  will  let  me  see  the  requisitions  of  Militia  to  be  placed  be- 
tween this  place  and  Baltimore  before  they  go  forward. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Note  on  the  correspondence  of  War  Department  toUh  Generals  Izard  and 

Chines. 

JuLT  27, 1814. 
It  does  not  appear  that  Izard,  though  the  senior  officer  of  the  district,  has 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  plan  of  operations  under  Brown,  or  that  any 
correspondence  exists  between  those  officers.  It  would  certainly  be  advanta- 
geous that  each  should  be  apprized  of  the  instructions  of  the  other,  as  well  as 
of  the  forces  and  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  of  all  material  occurrences 
within  their  respective  spheres.  Information  of  this  sort  would  aid  each  com- 
mander in  interpreting  the  movements  and  purposes  of  his  immediate  ad- 
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versary,  and  produce  a  tacit  concert  and  co-operation  with  the  other  com- 
manders; the  more  necessary,  as  the  separate  corps  of  the  enemy  are  kept  in 
a  harmony  of  operations  by  an  acting  commander  superintouding  the  whole. 
A  mntnal  nndergtanding  between  commanders  on  Lake  Cham  plain  and  at 
the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  throngh  Wasbin^n  alone,  would  lose  its  efifect 
from  delay.  These  remarks  are  more  or  less  applicable  to  all  separated  com- 
mands having  relation  to,  or  influence  on,  each  other. 

A  cypher  in  the  hands  of  distant  commanders  would  he  useful  on  certain 
occasions,  as  giving  security  to  confidential  communications^  as  well  among 
themselTes  as  with  the  Government.  In  that  case,  also,  copies  might  be 
safely  sent  with  a  view  to  miscarriages, 

J.  MADISON, 


i 


* 


Nate  <m  the  ahotfe  from  the  Secretary  of  War* 

Generals  Izard  and  Gaines  were  both  fuUy  apprized  of  General  BrownV 
movementB;  the  former  by  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  June,* 

J.  ABMSTRONG, 


Memxmmdnm  on  the  letter  [returmd  to  the  War  Deparimm^  from  General 

Harrison  and  Ooverjior  Cass  ofjubj  17, 1814^  nlative  to  a  Treaty  wUh  the 
Indians  to  be  entered  into  at  Greenville. 

The  treaty  of  Greenville  in  1795  may  be  the  basis  of  the  new  treaty,  with 
any  improvementa  which  may  be  eligible  under  existing  circnmstancea. 

The  former  allowances  to  the  Indians  may  be  continued,  and,  if  deemed 
necessary  by  the  Commissioners,  enlarged.  Those  suspended  by  the  war 
should  not  be  made  up,  unless  indispensable  to  keep  the  Indians  qnietj  aa 
present  supplies  will  suffice  for  actual  wants,  and  retrospective  allowances 
might  encourage  perfidy. 

The  treatment  of  the  Indians  refusing  to  Join  in  the  war  must  be  left  very 
much  to  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners,  who  ought  to  manage  their  io- 
tereets  and  their  fears  so  as  best  to  guard  against  their  joining  the  enemy. 
Where  cooperation  cannot  be  obtained,  neutrality  should  be  aimed  at» 

If  reserves  of  land  for  a  chain  of  posts,  as  a  barrier  against  hostilities  of  the 
British,  and  of  the  Indians  seduced  by  them,  can  be  obtained  without  im* 
pairing  the  friendly  dispositions  of  the  tribes,  an  article  to  that  effect  is  desir* 
able. 

•  Tt^B  ksttar  g\y\ag  this  lafbrniAUoii  to  Izard  And  G«lneft  not  comiQaiiJo«ted  to  J.  HAdiaoa  In  one 
liiitftDOdf  and  OQi  sont  In  anochar.    It  renulas  tluU  no  toBiructloa  to  oorr«tpoa4  amotiif  thamtdttt 
I  to  bATfl  bMu  glr«a  or  pretomad. 

X  MADIBON. 
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Theae  dispoaitiona,  however,  ouglit  not  at  the  present  cnais  to  he  endan- 
gered. The  reserves,  if  stipulated,  thoold  contemplate  spots  of  6  miles  sqna 
at  fiuitiiblo  distances,  and  extending  frotn  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississipp 
on  the  one  side^  and  to  the  western  boundarj  of  the  Michigan  TerrUorj  on  \ 
olben 

The  idea  convened  in  the  memorandum  sent  to  the  Secretarf  of  War  Jtuie 
the  18th;  will  be  found  to  meet  the  question  of  the  Commissionerfj  relative  i 
a  remuneration  of  Indians  for  their  services.  They  were  to  be  pr«?p»red,  1 
explanations  at  the  treaty,  (verbal,  of  course,  which  the  Commissioners  I 
an  alternative,)  for  being  employed  ander  military  arraugeracnts,  sj)  in  olJ 
cases;  and  these  arrangements  can  be  immediately  made,  if  immediately  nt 
cesaory.  The  extent  and  the  immediate  object  of  them  belong  regularly  fco^ 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  district.  In  his  distant  situation,  the  duty 
muBt  devolve  on  the  next  in  command,  who  may  be  instructed  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  counsel  and  influence  of  the  Commissioners,  The  erpedttion  rec- 
ommended by  them  may  be  critically  important  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of 
that  under  Croghan  and  Sinclair.  The  number  of  Militia  suggested,  to  be 
joined  by  the  Warriors  at  Green villCj  and  Ibe  Rangers  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, will  doubtless  be  rea<lily  obtained  from  the  Governor  of  Kentacky, 
or  more  conveniently^  ]>erhap3,  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

It  was  not  intended  to  preclude  a  road^  as  pointed  out  by  General  WorUj^jj 
ington,  which  it  was  supposed  would  willingly  be  yielded  by  the  Indians  hold 
ing  the  country  through  which  it  would  pass.    The  Commissioners  ahookl 
at  liberty,  however,  to  waive  the  subject,  if  in  the  least  unacceptable  to  ihel 
Indians. 

The  appointment  of  an  influential  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  as  rcc- 
ommended|  merits  consideration,  A  superintendeucy  was  heretofore  vested 
in  the  Governor  of  Michigan.     The  range  of  it  is  not  precisely  recollected. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jolt  28, 18U. 


KaU  to  the  Seerciary  of  War  on  hartTs  letter  of  Juhj  19,  asking  if  ht  o/ughiX 
no<  to  mow  to  the  S£*  Lawrence  if  neccusan/. 

JcLY  30,  1814- 

It  ought  certainly  to  be  at  the  discretion  of  Izard  to  accommodate  kit  J 
movementa  to  those  of  the  enemy,  and  to  his  information  from  tlie  other  oooH'^ 
manders. 

The  question  as  to  Colonel  Drayton  appears  to  be  precluded  by  the  list  of 
original  vacancies,  which  includes  none  of  his  former  rank. 

JAMES  MADISON^. 


!  &n  Gmmtl  Lewi/  letter  to  the  Secret anj  of  War,  Jufy  28ih,  1814,  auk- 
^  in^  whdlteT  he  w  to  judge  of  the  maiace  of  invasion  TfqmHng  calU  for 

MUUia. 

* 

General  Lems»  as  other  Commanderg  of  Districts,  should  bo  anthorized  to 
cull  for  Militia  according  to  the  danger  threatened.  When  the  cases  arc  not 
too  urgent,  they  ought  to  be  reported  for  previous  sanction  here.  When  the 
urgency  will  not  permit  this  delay,  information  should  be  immediately  trans- 
mitted  of  the  call  made,  or  about  to  be  made. 

If  New  York  be  iu  danger  at  all,  the  danger  is  probably  not  very  distant^ 

sod  preparations  for  its  safety  therefore  urgent,  especially  fts  they  cannot  be 

brought  into  effect  at  onoe. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
AuouBT  2y  1814 


b 


On  a  letter  from  General  Stuartj  requesting  200  rounds  of  Qrape^  Canister^ 
c^.;  also  a  few  9^«  or  \Ts  Cannon, 

August  2,  1^14, 
The  Secretary  of  War  will  cause  the  supply  of  ammunition  requested  to  be 
furnished.  If  the  arrangements  of  General  Winder  should  not  have  anticipated 
the  other  want,  and  the  cannon  can  be  furnished^  orders  to  that  effect  will  also 
be  given. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Koie  accompanying  a  return  of  sundry  Brevets  sent^  filled  up,  and  sealedj 

from  the  Cfffiee, 

The  Secretary  of  War  will  not  in  ftitare  permit  commlBBions  to  be  filled  up 
in  the  officci  until  it  be  ascertained  that  the  appoiotaienta  are  approved.  In 
the  Brevets  to  General  Scott  and  the  other  oSicera,  who  so  well  merited  them, 
the  irregularity  could  not  but  be  without  effect  But  when  appointments  are 
proposed  and  not  approved,  the  circtUDstance  ought  not  unnecessarily  to  ap- 


pear. 


August  4,  1814, 


JAMES  MADISON. 


TO  TBI  BXORETABT  OT  WAIU 

Wanted— 

The  instructions  to  General  Brown^  or  officer  commanding  on  the  Niagara, 
subsequent  to  July  5. 


b> 
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Ditto  to  the  oflBcer  commanding  at  Sackett's  Harbour. 
Ditto  to  General  Me  Arthur,  and  the  officer  commanding  at  DetroiL 
Ditto  to  General  Izard,  subsequent  to  July  27. 

Ditto  to  General  Lewis,  subsequent  to  the  mission  of  General  Mapes  ond 
his  associate. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
August  10, 1814. 


August  12,  1814. 
Note  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  letters  from  him  to  Brown  of  July  19,  and 
to  Izard  of  July  27  and  August  2,  with  a  memorandum  of  the  Secretary  on 
the  two  last,  ^Hhat  in  case  the  attack  on  Kingston  be  rendered  impracticable, 
and  that  the  moment  of  ascendency  on  the  Lake  Ontario  may  not  be  lost, 
2,000  of  Izard's  men  may  be  carried  to  the  west  end  of  the  lake  to  join  Gaines; 
being  landed  on  the  east  side  of  Niagara  and  marched  rapidly  to  Lewistown 
and  Buffalo.  When  united,  to  reduce  Forts  Gaines  and  Niagara.  Izard  to 
command.  Of  the  remainder  of  Izard's  army,  2,000  to  begin  to  fortify  on  the 
St.  Lawrence ;  the  balance,  600,  to  relieve  militia  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  and 
assist  in  manning  the  armed  barges.  J.  A." 

It  becomes  more  and  more  evident  that  without  a  direct  and  constant  cor- 
respondence and  understanding,  of  which  no  proof  is  seen,  between  Izard| 
Brown,  and  the  commanding  officer  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  (as  well  as  between 
them  and  the  naval  commander,)  no  system  of  operations  can  take  place. 
Communications  from  Buffalo,  to  Plattsburg,  on  the  St  Lawrence,  and  vice 
versa,  through  Washington,  with  particular  instructions  founded  thereon,  must 
be  inadequate ;  the  more  so,  as  the  plans  and  movements  on  the  lines  most 
depend  on  the  varying  strength  and  movements  of  the  enemy,  which  will  be 
known  there  before  they  reach  Washington ;  and  as  the  instructions  may  be- 
come inapplicable  before  they  arrive. 

Will  not  Izard  be  too  late  on  the  St  Lawrence  to  prevent  the  transportation 
of  troops  and  stores  from  Montreal,  and  consequently  the  2,000  men  be  now 
misapplied  in  establishing  a  post  for  that  purpose? 

If  he  is  to  proceed  with  2,000  to  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  ought  not  com- 
munications thereon  to  be  immediately  had  with  the  Navy  Department,  and 
the  measure  to  be  conditioned  on  the  safety  of  Sackett's  Harbour? 

What  arrangements  exist  for  Militia  aid  from  Vermont  or  New  York  for 
the  security  of  the  posts  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  case  reinforcements  should 
enable  the  enemy  to  direct  attacks  there  as  well  as  elsewhere  in  the  absence 
of  the  force  with  Izard? 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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Kot0  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  War  on  Ooirmor  Cass'  JrHet  of  July  25,  1814,  and 
John  Johnson^ 8  of  July  26* 

AuocsT  13,  1814. 
If  not  more  tfian  200  warriors  have  gone  t-o  Detroit  with  Governor  Cass,  the 
residae,  with  the  militia  called  for,  will  auffice  for  the  expedition  recommended 
by  hiiD  and  General  Hatriaon.  The  filedges  given  hy  them  to  the  Indiana 
eoiployed  must  be  fulfilled  of  course,  and  the  case,  with  similar  ones,  sub- 
mitted  to  Congress. 

Governor  Casa  may  receive  the  superintending  and  discretionary  power  as 
to  Indians,  4c.,  which  were  possessed  by  Governor  IIiill  If  these  be  not  ade- 
quate to  the  existing"  emergencies  explained  by  Governor  Cass,  the  Secretary 
of  War  will  state  the  proper  enlargement  of  them* 

JAMES  MADISON* 


I 


For  (he  Department  of  War, 

AcocsT  13,  1814. 

On  viewing  the  course  which  the  proceedings  of  the  War  Department  have 
tmfreqoently  taken,  I  find  that  I  owe  it  to  my  own  responsibility,  as  well 
other  considerations,  to  make  aome  remnrks  on  the  relations  in  which 
the  Head  of  the  Department  stands  to  the  President,  and  to  lay  down  some 
roles  for  conducting  the  business  of  the  Department  which  are  dictated  by 
the  nature  of  those  relations. 

In  general,  the  Secretary  of  War,  like  the  Heads  of  the  other  Departments, 
as  well  by  express  statute  as  by  the  structure  of  the  Conatituiion,  acts  under 
the  anlhority  and  subjei^t  to  the  decisions  and  instraclions  of  Ihe  President, 
with  the  exception  of  cases  where  the  law  maj  vest  special  and  independent 
powers  in  the  Head  of  the  Department* 

From  the  great  number  and  variety  of  subjects,  however,  embraced  by  that 
Department,  and  the  subordinate  and  routine  character  of  a  great  portion  of 
them,  it  cannot  be  either  necessary  or  convenient  that  proceedings  relative  to 
every  subject  should  receive  a  previous  and  positive  sanction  of  the  Execu- 
tive. In  cases  of  that  minor  sort,  it  is  requisite  only  that  they  be  subsequently 
communicated,  as  far  and  as  soon  as  a  knowledge  of  them  can  be  useful  or 
Balisfactory. 

In  cases  of  a  higher  character  and  importance,  involving  necessarily,  and 
in  the  public  understanding,  a  jufat  responsibility  of  ihe  President,  the  acts  of 
the  Department  ought  to  be  either  prescribed  by  him  or  preceded  by  his 
BMictiou, 

It  18  not  easy  to  define  in  theory  the  cases  falling  within  these  different 
classes,  or,  in  practice,  to  discriminate  them  with  uniform  exactness.     Out  a 
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Bubstantial  fibucrrancc  of  the  distinction  is  not  difficult,  and  will  be  facilllAfed 
hj  iliQ  cnofKlGncc  betWRcn  the  Executive  nnd  tlie  Head  of  the  DepAitmenL 

The  distinction  has  not  been  aafliciently  kept  in  view. 

I  need  not  repeat  th<i  notice  heretofore  taken  of  the  measure  consAlidnting 
certain  rcgiiDentja }  a  measure  highly  important  under  motx'  than  one  aspect^ 
and  which  w&s  adopted  and  executed  without  the  knowledge  or  Eanciion  of  the 
President;  nor  was  it  subsequently  made  known  to  hlna  otherwiae  tban  throngli 
the  publication  of  the  act  in  the  newspapers. 

Thp  like  may  be  said  of  cei-tnin  mlea  and  regulations,  particularly  ft  body 
of  them  for  the  Hospital  and  Medical  Departments^  of  which  the  law  expressly 
required  the  approbation  of  the  President,  and  which  comprise  a  rule  to  be 
observed  by  the  President  himself  in  future  appointments.  The  Grsl  knowl- 
edge of  these  latter  regulations  was  derived  from  the  newspapers. 

A  very  remarkable  instance  is  a  late  general  order  prohibiting  duels  and 
cballeTif^es  on  pain  of  dismission  from  the  army.  However  proper  such  an 
order  may  be  in  itself,  it  would  never  be  supposed  to  have  been  issued  with- 
out the  deliberate  sanction  of  the  President;  the  more  particularly,  rji  it 
pledges  an  exercise  of  one  of  the  most  responsible  of  the  Executive  functions, 
that  of  summarily  dismissing  from  military  olBees  without  the  intervention  of 
the  Military  Tribunal  provided  by  law.  This  order  was  adopted  and  promul- 
gated without  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  President,  nor  was  it  ever  made 
known  to  bim  otherwise  than  by  its  promulgation. 

Insfruetions  to  military  commanders  relating  to  important  plans  and  opera- 
tions have  been  issued  without  any  previous,  or  even  any  subsequent,  commu- 
nication tliereof  to  the  Executive;  and  letters  expressly  iotended  and  proper 
for  the  knowledge  and  decision  of  the  Executive  have  been  received  and  acted 
on  without  being  previously  communicated,  or  the  measures  taken  being  made 
known  tn  him. 

Other  illoBtrations  might  be  drawn  from  instaneea  of  other  sorts  leading  to 
the  result  of  these  remarks.  The  above  may  suffice,  with  the  addition  of  one^ 
which,  with  the  circumstances  attending  it,  will  be  explained  by  a  reference 
to  the  letter  of  resignation  from  Genera!  Harrison;  to  the  letter  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  May  24  ;  to  the  issuing  of  the  commission  of 
Major  Gcueral  to  General  Jackson,  and  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  «4h 
companying  it. 

The  following  course  will  be  observed  in  future: 

To  be  previnosly  communicated  to  the  President — 

1.  Orders  from  the  Department  of  War  establishing  general  or  permi 
regulations. 

2.  Orders  for  courts  of  enquiry  or  courts-raartial  on  General  officers^  ord«8» 
ignaling  tho  numbers  or  members  of  the  courts. 

3.  Commissions  or  notitications  of  appointment  to  oEScers,  other  than  regu- 
lar promotions  in  uncontested  cases. 
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4.  Dismissions  of  officers  frotn  the  service. 

5,  Consolidations  of  corps  or  parts  of  corps,  and  tTunslations  of  field  officers 
from  00 e  regiment  to  another, 

6,  Acceptances  and  refuaals  of  resignations  firomoflScers  above  the  rank  of 
captains. 

7.  Requisitions  and  receptions  of  militia  into  the  service  and  paj  of  the 
United  States* 

8.  Instructions  relating  to  Treaties  with  Indiana, 

9,  Instructions  to  officers  commanding  Militarj  Diatricts,  or  corps,  or  sta- 
lions,  relative  to  military  movements  or  operations^ 

10*  Changes  in  the  boandaries  of  Military  Districts  or  the  establishment  of 
separate  commands  therein  ;  or  the  transfer  of  Genutul  officers  from  one  Dis 
trict  or  command  to  another  District  or  command. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  from  the  seat  of  Govemraent  previous  com- 
mnnicntions  to  him  may  be  waived  In  urgent  cases^  but  to  be  subsequently 
made  without  delay. 

All  letters  giving  military  intelligenceT  or  containing  other  matters  intended 
or  proper  for  the  knowledge  of  the  President,  will  of  course  be  immediately 
commnnioated  to  him. 

These  rules  may  omit  cases  falling  within,  and  embrace  cases  not  entirely 

within,  the  reason  of  them.     Experience,  therefore,  may  improve  the  rules. 

In  the  mean  time,  they  will  give  a  more  suitable  order  aofl  course  to  the  busi- 

nesa  of  the  Department;  will  conduce  to  a  more  certain  harmony  and  co*oper* 

ation  in  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Departments  j  and  will  furnish  the 

proper  opportunities  for  the  advantage  of  Cabinet  consultations  on  cases  of  a 

nature  to  render  them  expedient. 

J.  MADISON. 
AuoUflT  13, 1814 


Note  to  the  SecTftarT/  of  War  on  a  Icft^  of  Jenningt  Deputy  Commissary 
ofpnrchasesj  and  a7i  endorsement  hy  the.  Secretary  of  War;  and  on  a  IttlcTf 
d'Cffrmn  General  dishin^^  relating  to  attack  on  Stonington. 

Aroi^T  loth,  18U. 

As  a  little  time  will  probably  decide  as  to  the  force  allotted  by  the  enemy 
to  the  Chesapeake,  it  may  be  as  well  not  to  reject  the  additional  5Q0  called 
oat  by  Governor  Barbour  for  the  security  of  Richmond  and  that  quarter. 

The  step  taken  by  General  Winder  (receiving  2,000  under  General  Par- 
ker into  service  of  the  United  States)  is  to  be  supported,  of  course^  There 
may  be  a  difficulty  as  to  Parker,  who  is  a  Major  General^  but  otherwipe  a  de- 
sirable officer,  as  well  on  account  of  his  military  experience  as  his  local  koowl. 
edge,  and  of  the  popular  confidence  in  him. 
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The  attack  on  Stonington  enforces  the  policy  of  preparationB  for  hot  shot 
wherever  practicable. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Note  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  Gaines^s  letter  of  August  1th. 

AUGDBT  16,  1814. 

It  ought  certainly  to  be  at  the  discretion  of  Gaines  to  cross  the  Niagara. 
This  may  be  made  prudent  by  large  reinforcements  to  the  enemy,  even  after 
receiving  2,000  from  Izard^s  army.  Buffalo  and  Black  Rock  must  also  claim 
his  attention,  whilst  the  enemy  are  placed  so  conveniently  for  enterpriges 
against  them. 

If  Izard  should  be  unable,  by  leaving  a  force  on  the  St  Lawrence,  to  ob- 
struct the  reinforcements  destined  to  Kingston  and  upwards,  it  would  seem 
that  he  ought  to  move  all  that  can  be  spared  from  Champlain  to  Sackett*s  Har- 
bour ;  the  residue,  after  sending  2,000  to  Gaines,  may  make  the  place  secure, 
and  be  ready  for  any  offensive  operation  concerted  with  Chauncey.  Sackett*8 
Harbour  being  the  rendezvous  of  the  naval  force  and  the  starting  point  for 
joint  operations,  a  disposable  land  force  there  must  be  always  advantageous 
when  we  have  the  command  of  the  lake,  or  the  prospect  of  it. 

Let  Cunningham  be  disposed  of  as  suggested  by  Col.  Brady. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Note  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  Cushing*8  letter  and  enclosures  of 
August  12, 1814. 

Gushing  seems  to  view  the  extraordinary  threat  of  Hardy  in  its  proper 
light  It  was  determined,  before  the  Secretary  of  State  left  the  city^  that  Mis. 
Stewart,  on  whom  the  misbehaviour  of  her  husband  ought  not  to  be  visited, 
might  be*  removed  to  him,  whenever  General  Gushing  thought  no  injury  could 
result  from  intelligence  she  might  convey  with  her.  Instruct  him  to  this  effect, 
with  the  further  condition  of  her  removal,  that  it  do  not  take  place  under  any 
appearance  of  being  extorted  by  threats. 

If  a  Major  GeneraPs  command  be  not  received  by  Gushing  into  [in?]  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  he  will  be  secure  against  a  claim  to  command 
him.  In  all  the  Military  Districts  commanded  by  Brigadiers  only,  these  in- 
conveniences may  arise.     Where  brevet  rank  can  be  properly  given,  the  rem- 

•  The  removal  of  property  other  than  what  belongs  to  her  person  is  a  distinct  oonsldenUkm. 
It  is  a  Ugak  as  well  as  an  eqaitable  question. 
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edy  is  easy.    Cashing  has  the  title  to  it  of  long  service  at  least    The  prox- 
imitj  of  Dearborn  is  another  resource  in  the  present  instance. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
August  17th,  1814. 


TO  THE  8E0BETART  OF  WAB. 

August  17, 1814. 

Where,  on  what  sendee,  and  under  what  commission,  is  (General  Swartwout 
to  be  employed  ?  If  out  of  service,  as  the  last  Army  Register  imports,  he  can- 
not be  employed  without  a  new  appointment 

Wanted— 

The  number  of  men  enlisted  into  the  rifle  corps,  and  not  yet  furnished  with 
rifles. 

The  number  of  rifles  on  hand  according  to  the  last  returns,  and  the  date 
of  those  returns. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


KoU  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  General  BromiCs  letter  of  August  7. 

August  19, 1814. 
If  there  be  no  opposing  considerations  unknown  to  me,  Col.  Miller  is  enti- 
tled to  Brevet  promotion.    Majors  Wood  and  McRae,  at  least,  seem  to  merit 
attention  also. 

What  is  best  as  to  Ripley? 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Note  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  proposed  consolidation  of  8  Regiments^ 

30,  31,  dk. 

August  20, 1814. 
The  consolidations  proposed  are  approved.  The  information  for  assisting  the 
selection  of  officers  to  be  retained  is  extremely  scanty,  whilst  the  task  is  both 
important  and  difficult    The  Secretary  of  War  will  suggest  the  names  which 
appear  on  the  whole  most  fit  to  remain  in  service. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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Noie  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  Oo^m^  f^hdln/s  letter  of  August  4,  put  imt^ 
the  handu  of  J,  Madison  Avgust  19. 

AtTOUST  20,  1814 
The  Secretary  of  War  will  ataie  hid  opinio  a  on  the  caae  presented  hf  Got- 
ernor  Shelby. 

Have  not  analogous  caaes  of  a  disproportion  of  officers,  and  of  mounted 
Yolnnteers  serving  as  militiap  been  heretofore  acted  on? 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Memorandum — ^i*^,  24,  1814 

In  the  morning,  a  note,  by  an  express  from  General  Winder,  was  handed 
me.  It  was  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Not  doubting  the  nrgency 
of  the  occasion,  I  opened  and  rend  it,  and  it  went  on  immediately  by  the  ex- 
press to  General  Armstrong,  who  lodged  in  the  Seven  Buildings.  Finding  by 
the  note  that  the  General  reciuested  the  speediest  counsel,  I  proceeded  to  hij 
headquarters  on  the  Eastern  Braneh^  trusting,  (or  notice  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  follow,  to  iho  note  from  Winder,  On  tny  reaching  his  qnarters,  w« 
wrrc  auecessivcly  joined  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  [who  aoou,  witJi  our  appro- 
bation, repaired  to  Bladenaburgj]  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  M>.  Buah, 
the  Attorney  General.  After  an  hour  or  so  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ar- 
rived,  and  ixuickly  after  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  latter  had  been  impa- 
tiently expected,  and  surprise  at  his  delay  manifested.  General  Winder  was, 
at  the  moment,  setting  oflF  to  hurry  on  the  troops  to  Bladensburg^  in  conse- 
quence of  certain  Intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  taken  that  direction.  Bar- 
ney's corps  was  also  ordered  thither,  leaving  the  bridge  to  be  blown  up  if  ne- 
cessary. On  General  Armstrong's  coming  into  the  room,  he  was  informed  of 
the  certain  march  of  the  enemy  for  Bladenaburg,  and  of  what  had  passed  be- 
fore his  arrival  \  and  he  was  asked  whether  he  had  any  arrangement  or  advice 
to  offer  in  the  emergency.  He  said  be  bad  not ;  adding,  that  as  th©  battlo 
would  be  between  militia  and  regular  troops,  the  former  would  be  beaten. 

On  coming  out  of  the  bouse,  and  mounting  on  horses,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who,  though  in  a  very  languid  state  of  health,  had  turned  out  to  join 
us,  observed  to  me  privately,  that  he  was  grieved  to  see  tlie  great  reserve  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  [he  lodged  in  the  same  bouse  with  him,]  who  was  taking 
no  part  on  ao  critical  an  occasion;  that  he  found  him  under  the  impressiomi 
that  as  the  means  of  defending  the  District  had  been  committed  to  Groeril 
Winder,  it  might  not  be  delicate  to  intrude  his  opinions  without  the  approba* 
tion  of  the  Preaidcnt  j  though,  with  that  approbation,  he  was  ready  to  g^ive  any 
aid  he  could.  Mr.  Campbell  said  that,  notwithstanding  his  just  confidence  in 
General  Winder,  be  thought,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  whicH  called  for  all 


I 


\ 


1824, 


REVIEW,    ETC.,    ETC. 


42S 


the  militiiry  fikill  possible,  the  military  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  Sec- 
felary  of  Wtir  ougbt  to  be  avniled  of,  and  that  no  considerations  of  delicacy 
ought  to  jeopard  the  public  safety.  With  these  iiopressioTis^  he  said  he  had 
ihougbt  it  his  duty  to  make  tbia  communication,  and  was  very  anxiona  that  I 
should  take  some  proper  steps  id  the  casej  I  told  him  I  could  scarcely  con- 
ceive it  possible  that  General  Armstrong  could  have  so  misconstrued  bis  fnnc- 
tions  and  duty  as  Secretary  of  War;  that  he  could  not  but  know  that  any 
proper  directions  from  him  would  receive  any  sanction  that  mi^ht  bo  neces- 
sary from  the  Executive  ;  nor  doubt  that  any  aug^estious  or  advice  from  him 
to  General  Winder  would  be  duly  attended  to;  [in  this  caae  it  had  been  re- 
quested in  writing.]  I  told  Mr.  C.  that  I  would  speak  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
explicitly  on  tht*  subject ;  and  accordingly,  taming  my  horse  to  bira,  expresaed 
to  bim  my  concern  and  surprise  at  the  reserve  he  shewed  at  the  present  crisiai 
and  at  the  scruples  I  understood  he  bad  at  offering  his  advice  or  opinions; 
that  I  hoped  he  had  not  construed  the  paper  of  instructions  given  him  some 
time  before,  [sec  the  pnpor  of  Aug.  13,  18U.]  go  as  to  restrain  him  in  any  re- 
spect from  the  exerciBC  of  tunctions  belonging  t^  bis  oHice ;  that  at  such  a 
juncture  it  was  to  be  expected  that  he  should  omit  nothing  within  the  proper 
agency  of  Secretary  of  War  towards  the  public  defence;  and  that  I  thought  it 
proper  particularly  that  be  should  proceed  to  Bladcnsbargp  and  give  any  aid 
to  General  Winder  that  he  could;  observing  that  if  any  difficulty  on  the  score 
of  aothority  shonld  arise,  which  was  not  likely,  I  should  be  near  at  hand  to 
remove  it ;  [it  was  my  purpose,  in  case  there  should  be  time,  to  have  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  together  in  Bladensburg,  where  it  was  expected  General 
Winder  would  be,  and,  in  consultation  with  hira,  to  decide  on  the  arrrnnge- 
meots  suited  to  the  posture  of  Lbiuga.J  He  said,  in  reply,  that  be  had  put  no 
such  construction  on  the  paper  of  instructions  as  was  alluded  to;  and  that,  as 
I  thought  it  proper,  he  would  proceed  to  Bladensburg^  and  be  of  any  service 
to  General  Winder  he  could.  The  purport  of  this  conversation  I  corarauni- 
eatcd  to  Mr.  Campbell,  who  remained  near  ub»  The  Secretary  of  War  set  ofiT 
without  delay  to  Bladecsburg. 

After  a  short  turn  to  the  Marine  barraeks,  whither  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  gone,  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Rush,  who  was  with  me,  my  purpose  of 
goiag  to  Bladensburg,  and  my  object  in  so  doing.  He  readily  accompanied 
me.  On  approaching  the  town,  we  learned  from  William  Simmons  that 
Winder  was  not  there,  and  that  the  enemy  were  entering  it^  We  rode  up  to 
him  [?1  instantly.  The  Secretaries  of  State  and  War  were  with  him.  I  aaked 
the  latter  whether  he  bad  spoken  witli  General  Winder  on  the  subject  of  bis 
arrangements  and  views.  He  said  ho  had  not-  I  remarked  that^  though  there 
was  so  little  time  for  it,  it  was  possible  he  might  offer  some  advice  or  sugges- 
tion that  might  not  bo  too  late  to  he  turned  to  account;  on  which  he  rode  up 
to  the  General,  as  I  did  myself.  The  unrulineas  of  ray  horse  prevented  me 
^m  joioing  iu  the  short  conversation  that  took  place*     When  it  wa£  over,  I 
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ftfiked  General  ArmstroDg'  whether  he  had  $eeu  occasion  to  saggest  auj  tai* 
proTement  io  anj  part  of  the  arraogi'metits.  He  said  that  he  had  not)  thftl 
from  his  fiew  of  them  thej  appeared  to  be  ai  good  as  ctrctimatanoei  ad^ 
mitted. 

When  the  battle  had  decidedly  commenced,  I  observed  to  the  Setretmif  of 
War  and  Secretary  of  State  that  it  would  be  proper  to  withdraw  to  a  po«ltioii 
in  the  rear,  where  we  could  act  according  to  circumstances  j  leaiing  ntilitoij 
movements  now  to  tho  militarj  functionariea  who  were  respondble  for  tlieoik 
Thia  we  did^  Mr,  Rush  soon  joining  us.  When  it  became  maiiiftjfll  that  the 
battle  was  lost^  Mr*  Rush  accompanying  me,  I  H^U  down  into  ihe  i"oad  leading 
to  the  cit)-;,  and  returned  to  it. 

It  had  been  previoualy  settled  that,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy *s  taking  poa- 
seasion  of  the  city,  and  the  necessity  of  Executive  consultatioiis  elaewhore^ 
Fredencktown  would  be  the  proper  place  for  the  assembling  of  tfje  Cabin 


McjtwraTtdum, 

In  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  AnguBt,  1814,  being  on  horseback,  I  stopptd 
at  General  Armstrong's  lodgings  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  him 
on  the  state  of  things  in  the  District^  then  under  apprehenaioos  of  an  imrne^ 
diate  visit  from  the  force  of  the  enemy  at  Alexandria. 

I  observed  to  him  that  he  could  not  be  unaware  of  the  great  excitement  in 
the  District  produced  by  the  unfortunate  event  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
eity^  that  violent  prt^judices  were  known  to  exist  ugainst  the  Administration, 
as  having  failed  in  its  duty  to  protect  it,  particularly  against  rae,  and  himself, 
fta  head  of  the  War  Department;  that  threats  of  personal  violence  had,  it  was 
said,  been  thrown  out  against  us  both^  but  more  especially  against  him ;  that 
it  had  been  suffieiently  known  for  several  days,  and  before  his  return*  to  the 
city,  (which  was  about  one  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  29th;)  Uiat  the  temper  of  the 
troops  was  such  as  made  it  expedient,  if  possible,  that  he  should  have  nothing 
to  do  with  them  j  that  I  had  withlu  a  few  hours  received  a  message  &v>m  the 
commanding  general  of  the  Militia  informing  me  that  every  offic«»jr  would  tear 
ofiThis  epaulettes  if  Genera!  Armstrong  was  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  them; 
that  before  his  arrival  there  was  leas  diflScultyi  as  Mr.  Monroe,  who  was  very 
acceptable  to  them,  had,  a 3  cm  preceding  occasions  of  his  absence,  though 
very  reluctantly  on  this,  been  the  medium  for  the  functions  of  Secretary  of 
War;  but  that  since  his  return  and  presence  the  expedient  could  not  be  con- 
tinued^ and  the  question  was,  what  waa  best  to  be  done*  Any  convulsion  at 
so  critical  a  moment  could  not  but  have  the  worst  conse^^uences* 


•  Ho  had  repaired  lo  Frcd^rlekUiwHt  ilie  pluco  appalulod  fbr  tlws  reDdi?ivtMw  of  the  IsXcciuim*  tft 
Itic  cTctit  v(  tbelf  bolD^  drivea  rroiu  Ihii'  city.  Tbo  Uim  whk:li  Uilngs  took  nSler  hit  dtfianart 
pr«veDl«d  the  oitier  member*  from  joining  blm. 
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He  tiaid  be  bad  been  aware  of  ibe  excitemeDt  Against  hini ;  that  it  was  al- 

to^f^tber  artificial,  and  that  he  knew  the  sonrces  of  it,  and  the  iDtnguca  bj 
which  it  had  been  effected,  which  this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  examining; 
that  the  excitement  was  founded  on  the  most  palpabte  falsehoods,  and  waa 
Hmitcd  to  this  spotj  that  it  wajj  evident  be  could  not  remain  here,  and  ibe 
functions  belonging  to  him  divided  or  exercised  bj  any  one  eke,  without  for- 
getting what  he  owed  t<>  bin  station  and  to  himself;  that  be  had  come  into  hia 
office  with  the  sole  view  of  ^rving  the  public,  and  was  willing  to  resign  it 
when  be  could  no  longer  do  so  with  honor  and  effect ;  that  if  it  was  thought 
best,  therefore,  that  he  should  adopt  this  course^  he  was  read?  to  give  up  hia 
appointment;  or  he  could,  with  my  permigsion,  retire  from  Ibe  scene,  by  set^ 
ting  out  immediately  on  a  viiiit  to  his  family  iu  tbe  State  of  New  York. 

I  olisen^eil  that  a  resignation  was  au  extent  which  bad  not  been  contem- 
plated; that  if  made  under  such  circumstanced,  it  might  receive  con^triicLionB 
which  could  not  be  desirable,  either  in  a  public  or  a  persona!  view;  that  a 
temporary  retirement,  as  be  suggeHtei],  though  ako  i^ubject  to  be  viewed  in 
some  ligbld  not  agreeable,  was,  on  the  whole,  lesH  objectionable,  and  would 
avoid  the  existing  embarradsment,  without  preclnding  any  future  course  which 
might  be  deemed  most  fit. 

He  dwelt  on  the  groundless  nature  of  the  charges  which  had  produced  tbe 
excitement,  and  on  the  limits  within  which  they  bad  and  would  operate;  af- 
firming that  hi«  conduct  in  relation  to  the  defence  of  tbe  city,  tc,  bad  proved 
that  there  had  been  no  deficiency  on  Lis  part. 

I  told  him  that  I  well  knew  that  some  of  tbe  particular  charged  brought 
against  him  were  destitute  of  foundatiou^  and  that  as  &r  as  they  produced  the 
discontents,  these  would  be  limited  bolh  as  to  lime  and  space  j  but  that  I  sus- 
pected the  discontents  to  be  in  a  great  measure  rool^ed  in  tbe  belief  that  be 
had  not  taken  a  sufficient  interest  in  the  defence  of  the  city^  niir  pnjmoted  ibe 
measures  for  it 5  and,  considering  the  hea\'y  calamity  which  had  fallen  on  the 
place,  and  on  ita  inhabitants,  it  was  natural  that  strong  feeling,  would  be  ex- 
cited on  tbe  spot;  and,  as  the  place  was  tbe  Capit*il  of  tbe  nation,  c\'ery  where 
else  alflOi  I  added  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  satisfy  the  nation  that  tbe 
event  wa.i  without  blame  soniewbere,  and  I  could  not  in  candour  say  thai  all 
that  ought  to  have  been  done  bad  been  donct  and  in  proper  time* 

He  returned  to  an  exculpation  of  himself,  and  remarked  that  he  had  omitted 
no  preparations  or  steps  whatever  for  tbe  safety  of  tbe  place  which  had  been 
enjoined  on  bim. 

I  replied,  that  as  the  conversation  was  a  frank  one,  I  could  not  admit  this 
justification ;  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  not  only  to  execute 
plans  or  orders  committed  to  him,  but  to  devise  and  propose  such  as  would, 
in  bis  opinion,  be  necessary  and  proper ;  that  it  was  an  obvious  and  essential 
part  of  his  charge,  and  that,  in  whstt  related  to  military  plans  and  proccediugs 
elsewhere,  be  had  never  been  scrupulous  or  backward  in  taking  this  course  5 
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tliftty  ou  tlie  contrarj,  be  well  knew^  from  wimt  on  anotYier  occasion^  had 
passed  between  us^  he  had  t^ken  a  latitude  in  this  respect  whicli  I  was  not  sat- 
isfied with  ;  that  it  was  due  Uy  truth  and  to  myself  to  say,  that  he  had  never 
Bppear«:!d  to  enter  into  a  just  view  either  of  the  danger  to  the  city  which  was 
to  be  appreb ended,  or  of  the  couiseqnencea  of  its  falling  into  the  handji  of  the 
enemj ;  that  he  had  never  himself  proposed  or  suggested  a  single  precaatloQ 
or  arrangement  for  its  safety,  everything  done  on  that  subject  having  been 
brought  forward  by  myself;  and  that  the  apparent  difference  of  his  views  on 
that  subject  from  mine  had  naturally  induced  a  reduction  of  my  arrangements 
to  the  minimum,  in  order  to  ohtriide  the  less  on  a  reluctant  execution,  I  re- 
minded him,  also,  that  he  had  fullen  short  of  the  preparations  even  decided  on 
in  the  Cabinet,  in  some  respect-s,  particularly  in  not  having  arms  and  equip* 
meuts  brought  to  convenient  depots  from  distant  ones,  some  of  the  militii^ 
when  called  on  for  the  defence  of  the  City,  being  obliged  to  get  arms  first  at 
Harper*8  Ferry. 

I  remarket!  that  it  was  not  agreeable  thus  to  speak,  nor  on  an  occ4iAioa  less 
urgent  would  it  be  done  ]  that  I  had  selected  him  for  the  office  he  filled  from 
a  respect  to  his  taleutjs,  and  a  confidence  that  he  would  exert  them  for  thepuh> 
lie  gowl ;  that  I  had  always  treated  him  with  friendship  and  confidence }  and 
that  as  there  was  but  a  short  distance  before  me  to  the  end  of  my  public  ca- 
reer, my  great  wisK,  next  to  lea\ing  my  country  in  a  state  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity, was  to  have  preserved  harmony  and  avoid  changes ;  and  that  I  had, 
accordiuglyj  as  he  well  knew,  acquiesced  in  many  things  to  which  no  other 
consideration  would  have  reeoneiled  me. 

He  said  be  was  very  sensible  of  my  friendly  condnct  towards  him,  and 
always  had,  and  always  should  respect  me  for  it. 

The  conversation  was  closed  by  my  referring  to  the  idea  of  his  selling  out 
in  the  morning  on  a  visit  to  his  family,  and  observing  that  he  would  of  couwe 
revolve  it  further^  and  if  he  continued  to  think  of  it  as  he  then  did,  he  would 
consider  rae  as  opposing  no  restraint  We  parted,  as  usual,  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner. On  the  next  morning  he  sent  me  word  by  Mr.  Parker  that  he  should 
proceed  immediately  to  visit  his  family ;  and,  on  his  arrival  at  Baltimore,  traoB^ 
mitted  his  resignation.     [Sco  his  letter*] 


4 

I 

I 


•  Soo  Iho  Instructtons  ta  him  oa  tbo  Idth  day  of  Angaii,  1B14, 
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TO    MATHBW   CAEBT, 


Makoi  lOtb,  1824. 


D*  StR» — Yours  of  Feb^  28  was  duly  received^  with  tlie  pamph- 
let referred  to,  and  I  add  to  my  tlmnks  for  it  tliose  due  for  the 
!?everal  previous  oomriiunications  witli  which  you  favored  me. 
They  afford  continued  proof^i  of  tlie  ability  and  pulilic  spirit 
which  yoo  have  exerted  on  the  subject  of  them,  and  I  cannot  be 
insensible  of  tlic  frietKlly  and  the  flattering  terms  in  which  you 
invite  a  public  exposition  of  my  views  of  it.  Waiving,  liow* 
ever,  the  remark  that  the  press  and  the  debates  are  not  likely 
to  omit  any  thing  that  I  could  DfTcr,  candor  obliges  me  to  say 
that  I  shoold  probably  dissent  too  much  from  both  sides  of  the 
depending  question,  ardent  and  determined  as  they  now  are^  to 
be  listened  to  by  cither. 

I  cannot  but  \iew  the  friends  of  the  Tariff,  in  its  proposed 
-extent,  with  some  of  the  reasonings  on  which  it  rests,  as  losing 
pight  too  much  of  the  ffcmml  princi|>le  which  loaves  to  the  sa- 
gacity and  interest  of  individuals  the  free  choice  of  their  indus- 
trious pursuits.  Will  1st  the  opponents  of  the  measure,  some  of 
them  at  least,  appear  to  pass  into  the  opposite  extreme,  of  re- 
jecting exceptions  to  the  general  rule  which  are  called  for  l>y  a 
practical  estimate  of  the  public  safety  and  prosperity-  To  illus- 
trate the  generality  of  the  rule,  and,  at  the  same  time,  specify 
and  explain  tlic  just  exceptions  to  it,  is  a  task  not  yet,  perhaps, 
adequately  performed  by  j)olitical  economists.  But  it  is  one 
which  must  be  looked  for  from  others  who  have  more  time  be- 
fore them,  as  well  as  better  r|ualifieations  than  I  have.  Whoever 
may  undertake  it  will  certainly  find  in  the  able  and  extensive 
discussions  in  this  country  a  valuable  addition  to  the  lights  de- 
rived from  others. 
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TO  B.  H.  LEB. 

J,  M.  proaenta  liis  respects  to  Mr.  Lee,  and  returns  the  letters 

sent  for  his  inspection.  They  contain  nothing  wliich  would 
seem  to  require  liis  dissent  to  their  publication,  if  deemed  wor- 
thy of  a  place  in  the  correspondence  selected  for  that  purpose. 
If  tJiere  be  any  doubtful  passage,  it  is  tlic  allusion  to  a  culpable  M 
love  of  power  in  tlie  General  Assembly;  wliich  may  touch  the 
personal  feelings  of  surviving  or  the  political  sympathies  of  the 
Bucceeding  members  of  the  Body, 

MONTPELLISR,  MaTCh  11,  1824, 


TO  DOCTOR  THOMAS  COOPER. 

MOHTPKLLIKB,  M^Fch  22,  1824, 

Dear  Sm, — I  have  received  the  little  pamphlet  on  the  Tariff 
before  Congress,  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  send  me,  I  had 
previoDi^ly  read  its  contents  in  the  newspapers^  but  they  are 
well  wortli  perusing  in  the  other  form  you  have  given  them, 

I  have  always  concurred  in  the  general  principle  t!mt  the  in- 
dustrious pursuits  of  individuals  ouglit  to  lie  left  to  individual 
as  most  capable  of  chusing  and  managing  them.  And  this  pol- 
icy is  certainly  most  congenial  with  the  spirit  of  a  free  people, 
and  is  particularly  due  to  the  intelligent  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States, 

The  true  qurjstion  to  be  decided,  therefore,  is,  what  are  the 
exceptions  to  the  rule,  not  incompatible  with  its  generality,  and 
what  the  reasons  justifying  them?  That  there  are  such  cases 
seems  to  be  not  sufficiently  impressed  on  some  of  the  opponents 
of  the  Tariff.  Its  votaries,  on  the  other  hand,  some  at  least, 
convert  the  exceptions  into  the  rule,  and  would  make  the  Gov- 
ernment a  general  supervisor  of  individual  concerns.  The  length 
to  which  they  push  their  system  is  involving  it  in  complexities 
M  whieh  p;  *  '*  ",il  to  end  in  great  modi- 
il  miL^c:  at  can  ^e  mme  iucon- 

griiott^  D  act  tor  encouTaging 
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manufactures?  or  than  to  represent  a  temporary  protection  of 
them  as  ensuring  an  early  competition  and  reduction  of  prices, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  require  for  their  safety  a  progressive 
augmentation  of  the  protecting  impost? 

I  know  not  a  better  service  that  could  be  rendered  to  the 
science  of  political  economy  than  a  judicious  explanation  of  the 
cases  constituting  exceptions  to  the  principle  of  free  industry, 
which,  as  a  general  principle,  has  been  so  unanswerably  estab- 
lished. You  have  glanced  at  some  of  them.  Among  others 
that  might  be  added,  I  would  admit  cases  in  which  there  could 
be  scarce  a  doubt  that  a  manufacture  once  brought  into  activity 
would  support  itself  and  be  profitable  to  the  nation.  An  exam- 
ple is  furnished  by  [the?]  cotton  branch  among  ourselves,  which, 
if  it  had  not  been  stimulated  by  the  effect  of  the  late  war,  might 
not  for  a  considerable  time  have  sprung  up;  and  which,  with  that 
impulse,  has  already  reached  a  maturity  which  not  only  supplies 
the  home  market,  but  faces  its  rivals  in  foreign  ones.  To  guard 
the  example,  however,  against  fallacious  inferences,  it  has  been 
well  observed  that  the  manufactories  in  this  case  owe  their 
great  success  to  the  advantage  they  have  in  the  raw  material, 
and  to  the  extraordinary  proportion  of  the  work  which  is  per- 
formed by  mechanical  agency. 

Is  it  not  fair,  also,  in  estimating  the  comparative  cost  of  do- 
mestic and  foreign  products,  to  take  into  view  the  effect  of  wars, 
even  foreign  wars,  on  the  latter?  Were  there  a  certainty  of 
perpetual  peace,  and,  still  more,  a  universal  freedom  of  com- 
merce, the  theory  might  hold  good  without  exception,  that  gov- 
ernment should  never  bias  individuals  in  the  choice  of  their 
occupations.  But  such  a  millenium  has  not  yet  arrived;  and 
experience  shews  that  if  peace  furnishes  supplies  from  abroad 
cheaper  than  they  can  be  made  at  home,  the  cost  in  war  may 
exceed  that  at  which  they  could  be  afforded  at  home;  whilst  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  a  home  provision  will  be  undertaken 
in  war,  if  the  return  of  peace  is  to  break  down  the  undertakers. 
It  would  seem  reasonable,  therefore,  that  the  war  price  should 
be  compared  with  the  peace  price,  and  the  war  periods  with 
the  peace  periods,  which  in  the  last  century  have  been  nearly 
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equal;  and  tliat  from  these  data  should  be  deducted  the  tax  that 
could  i)e  afforded  in  peace  in  order  to  avoid  the  tax  imposed  by 
war- 

Tn  yielding  thus  innch  to  the  patrons  of  domestic  maniifac- 
tiires,  they  ouj^^ht  to  bo  reminded  that  in  every  donbtful  case 
the  Government  .should  forbear  to  intermeddle,  and  that  partic- 
ular caution  should  be  observed  where  one  part  of  the  comma* 
nity  would  be  materially  favoured  at  the  expense  of  another. 
In  Governments  independent  of  the  people,  the  danger  of  op- 
pression is  from  the  will  of  the  former.  In  Governments  where 
the  will  of  the  people  prevails,  the  danger  of  injustice  arises 
from  the  interest,  real  or  su|iposed,  which  a  majority  niny  have 
jn  trcspassini]^  on  that  of  a  minority.  This  danger  in  small  Re- 
publics has  been  conspicuous.  The  extent  and  peculiar  struc- 
ture of  ours  are  the  safeguards  on  which  we  must  rely;  and 
although  they  may  occasionally  somewhat  disappoint  ns,  we 
have  a  consolation  always  in  the  greater  abuses  inseparable 
from  Governments  less  free,  and  in  the  hope,  also,  that  the  pro- 
gress of  political  science  and  the  lessous  of  experience  will  not 
be  lost  on  the  National  Councils. 


TO    HENRY   CLAT, 

MoNTPiLittft,  ApHl      ,  182i, 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  the  copy  of  your  speech  on  **Ame^ 
ican  Industry/^  for  which  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  thanks*  I 
find  in  it  a  full  measure  of  the  ability  and  eloquence  so  often 
witnessed  on  preceding  occasions.  But  whilst  doing  this  jus- 
tice to  the  task  you  have  performed,  which  I  do  with  pleasure 
as  well  as  sincerity,  candor  obliges  me  to  add  that  I  cannot  con- 
cur in  the  extent  to  which  the  pending  bill  carries  the  tariff, 
nor  in  some  of  the  reasonings  by  which  it  is  advocated. 

The  bilK  I  think,  loses  sight  too  much  of  the  general  prioci- 
plc  which  leaves  to  the  judgment  of  individuals  the  choice  of 
profitable  employments  for  their  labor  and  capital;  and  the  ar- 
guujents  in  favor  of  it,  fi'om  the  aptitudes  of  one  situation  for 
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mauufacturing  eetablisliments,  tend  to  sbcw  that  tliesc  would 
take  place  without  a  legislative  interference.  The  law  would 
not  giay  to  the  cottoo  planter,  you  overstock  the  niLirket,  and 
onght  to  plaot  tobacco;  nor  to  the  planter  of  tobacco,  you  would 
do  better  by  substituting  wheat.  It  prepiimes  that  profit  l>eing 
tlie  object  of  each,  as  the  profit  of  each  h  tlic  wealth  of  the 
whole,  each  will  make  whatever  change  the  state  of  the  markets 
and  prices  may  require.  We  see,  in  fact,  changes  of  this  sort 
frequently  produced  in  agricultural  pursuits,  by  individual  sa- 
gacity watching  over  individual  interest.  And  why  not  trust 
to  the  same  guidance  in  favor  of  manufacturing  industry,  when- 
ever it  promises  more  profit  than  any  of  the  agricultural 
branches,  or  more  than  mercantile  pursuits,  from  which  we  see 
capital  readily  transferred  to  manufacturing  establishmeotg 
likely  to  yield  a  greater  income? 

With  views  of  the  subject  such  as  these,  I  am  a  friend  to  the 
general  principle  of  "free  industry,*^  as  the  basis  of  a  sound  sys- 
tem of  jjolitical  economy.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  not  less  a 
friend  to  the  legal  patronage  of  domestic  manuhxeturos,  as  far  as 
they  come  witliin  particular  reasons  for  exceptiooji  to  the  gen- 
eral rulCt  not  derogating  from  its  generality.  If  tlie  friends  of 
the  tariff,  some  of  them  at  least,  maintain  opinions  subversive 
of  the  rule,  there  are  among  its  opponents  views  taken  of  the 
subject  which  excluile  the  fair  exceptions  to  it. 

For  examples  of  these  exceptions,  I  take — 1,  The  case  of  ar- 
ticles necessary  for  national  defence.  2*  Articles  of  a  use  too 
indispensiible  to  be  subjected  to  foreign  contingencies.  3.  Cases 
where  there  ma}^  be  suflBcient  certainty  that  a  (emjioran/  en- 
couragement will  introduce  a  particular  manufacture,  wiiich, 
once  introduced,  will  tlourish  without  that  encouragement.  That 
there  are  such  cases  is  proved  by  the  cotton  manufacture  intro- 
duced by  the  impulse  of  the  war  and  the  patronage  of  the  law, 
without  which  it  might  not,  for  a  considerable  time,  have  effect- 
ually sprung  up.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the 
great  success  in  this  case  was  owing  to  the  advantage  in  the 
raw  material,  and  to  the  extraordinary  degree  in  which  manual 
labor  is  abridged  by  mechanical  agency.    4,  A  very  important 
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exception  results  from  tlie  frequency  of  wars  among  tljc  mauu- 
factiirinj?  nations;  ttie  effect  of  a  state  of  war  on  the  price  of 
their  mannfiictnres^;  and  the  iniprohability  timt  domc^!tic  substi- 
tutes will  be  provided  by  cstablislimenta  wbich  could  not  oat- 
last  oceasiooR  of  such  uncertain  duration.  I  have  not  noticed 
any  particular  reference  to  this  consideration  in  the  printed  dii^- 
cussiouB,  the  greater  chcnpness  of  imported  fabrics  being  as- 
sumed from  tlicir  cost  in  time  of  peace.  Yet  it  is  clear,  that  if 
a  yard  of  imported  cloth,  wbich  costs  six  dollars  in  peace,  costs 
eight  in  war,  and  the  two  periods  shoidd  be,  as  for  the  last  two 
centuries  taken  together,  nearly  equal,  a  tax  of  nearly  one  dol- 
lar a  yard  in  time  of  peace  could  be  afforded  by  llie  consumer, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  tax  imposed  by  the  erent  of  war. 

Without  looking  for  other  exceptions  to  tlic  principle  restrain- 
ing legislative  iiiterferencG  with  the  indu?;trious  purnuits  of  in- 
dividuals, tlioso  specified  give  sufficient  scope  for  a  moderate 
tariff,  tliat  would  at  once  answer  tlie  purpose  of  revenue  and 
foster  domestic  manufactures. 

With  respect  to  the  operation  of  tlie  projected  tariff,  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  it  will  disappoint  the  calculations  both  of  its 
friends  and  of  its  adversaries.  Tlio  latter  will  probably  find 
that  the  increase  of  duty  on  articles  which  will  be  but  partially 
manufactured  at  home^  with  the  annual  increment  of  consuraers, 
will  balance,  at  least,  the  loss  of  the  Treasury  from  the  diminu- 
tion of  tariffed  imposts:  whilst  the  sanguine  hopes  of  the  for* 
mer  will  be  not  less  frustrated  by  the  increase  of  smuggling, 
particularly  through  our  eastern  and  northern  frontiers,  and  by 
the  attraction  of  the  labouring  classes  to  the  vacant  territory. 
This  is  the  great  obstacle  to  the  spontaneous  establishment  of 
manufactories^  and  will  be  overcome  with  the  most  diflGculty 
wherever  land  is  cheapest,  and  the  ownership  of  it  most  at- 
tainable. 

Tlic  tariff,  I  apprehend^  will  disappoint  those,  also,  who  expect 
it  to  put  an  end  to  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade.  Our  im* 
ports,  as  is  justly  observed,  will  not  bo  short  of  our  exports. 
They  will  probably  exceed  them.  We  are  accustomed  to  h\iy 
not  only  as  much  as  we  can  pay  for,  but  as  much  more  as  can 
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be  ohfained  on  credit.  Until  we  change  our  liabits^  therefore^ 
or  manufacture  the  articles  of  Inxnry,  as  well  as  tlie  nsefnl  ar- 
ticles, wo  shall  l>e  apt  to  bo  in  arrears  in  onr  foreign  dealings 
and  have  the  exchange  beiiring  against  us.  As  long  as  our  ex- 
ports consist  chiefly  of  food  and  raw  materials,  we  shall  have 
the  advantage  in  a  euntest  of  privations  with  a  nation  supply- 
ing us  Willi  superfluilics.  But  in  the  ordinary  freedom  of  iotcr- 
courae,  the  advantage  will  be  on  the  other  side;  the  wants  on 
that  being  limited  by  the  nature  of  them,  and  ours  as  boundless 
&s  fancy  and  fashion. 


TO   PRESIBENT  MONROE, 

MoNTPELUiR,  April  13.  1824, 

Deak  Sir, — Your  favors  of  March  27  and  April  —  came 
duly  to  hand.  Ton  know  already  that  I  submit  the  recommend- 
ations, wljich  I  cannot  sometimes  decline,  in  entire  subordina- 
tion to  yonr  view  of  tlie  comparative  mcrils  «nd  pretensions 
before  you*  I  tliiuk  you  perfectly  right  in  not  allowing  hKnlifif 
to  give  exclusive  claims  to  offices  ot  tje7ieral  coDCcrn* 

I  did  not  forget  the  name  of  Dr.  Torrey  when  in  consultation 
on  the  subject  of  a  professor  of  chemistry  for  our  University. 
But  the  solicitude  for  qualifications  of  the  highest  order  will 
turn  the  attention  to  Europe,  as  well  as  to  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Caltell  communicated  to  us  the  friendly  disposition  of 
yourself,  and  others  near  you,  with  respect  to  the  claim  of  the 
State  assigned  to  the  University  for  pecuniary  advances  during 
the  late  war,  and  the  chance  of  success  on  a  resort  to  Congress. 
The  claim  seems  to  be  rigidly  just;  and  if  not  formidable  as  a 
precedent,  or  if  backed  by  concurrent  claims  from  a  number  of 
other  States,  may  work  its  passage  through  the  Legislature. 
It  will  be  a  seasonable  and  precious  succour  to  the  scanty  re- 
sources of  the  Institution. 

I  never  had  a  doubt  that  your  message,  proclaiming  the  just 
and  lofty  sentiments  of  ten  millions,  soon  to  become  twenty, 
enjoying  in  tranquil  freedom  the  rich  fruits  of  successful  revo- 
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111  lion,  would  be  received  in  the  present  crisis  of  Europe  witli 
exulting  sympatliies  by  all  sucli  men  as  Lafayette^  and  witb  en- 
venomed alarm  by  tlie  partisans  of  despotism.  The  example 
of  tlie  United  States  is  tbe  tnie  antidote  to  the  doctrines  and 
devices  of  the  Holy  Allies;  and  if  continued,  as  wc  trust  it  will 
be^  must  regenerate  llic  old  world,  if  its  regeneration  be  posri* 
ble. 

Your  message  on  the  compact  with  Georgia  places  the  snb- 
ject  in  a  very  fair  view.  Tlie  letter  from  her  representatives 
lias  not  yet  reached  ns.  The  character  given  of  it  exceeds  all 
that  could  have  been  imagined  from  men  not  equally  blind  ta 
every  thing  becoming  themselves  and  required  by  public  duty. 
The  result  can  scarcely  fail  to  make  them  sensible  of  their  egre- 
gious miscalculation. 

If  honesty  be  the  best  policy,  a  magnanimous  policy  is  tlje 
truest  wisdom,  Tlie  Southern  members  gave  an  example  of  this 
wisdom  in  joining  the  Eastern  in  contending  for  reciprocity  in 
tlie  West  India  trade,  after  the  latter  liad  deserted  their  own 
cause  when  espoused  by  the  former.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  your 
patronage  of  the  Massachusetts  claim  will  lead  to  another  dis- 
play of  like  merit. 

Mr.  Livingston  may  be  assured  ttiat  I  never  considered 
personal  relations  to  be  other  than  friendly,  and  that  I  am  mC 
disposed  to  chcrisli  them  by  future  manifestations  than  to  iin^ 
pair  them  by  recollections  of  any  sort. 


TO   W.   H,    CRAWFOBD. 

MoNTPRLLiEi,  April  13,  1S2I. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  by  the  last  mail  yours  of  the  8tb,  and 
I  enclose  the  requested  copy  of  the  letter  shewing  your  readons 
for  declining  tlie  charge  of  tlie  War  Department  on  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Eiistis;  to  which  justice  requires  me  to  add,  that 
the  mission  to  France,  which  you  afterwards  accepted,  was  un- 
solicited on  your  part. 
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I  thank  you  for  tlie  rolume  of  the  Diploin:  Fran^oise,  which 
I  retaiij  till  I  can  conveniently  look  over  tho  article  touched  on 
ill  our  couversation, 

I  am  very  sorry  for  the  prolonged  weakness  of  your  sight* 
As  it  is  probably  a  synipallietic  effect  of  the  cause  whicli  has 
impaired  your  general  hoaltbjt  may  be  expected  to  yield  to  its 
re*establishnient.  lu  sincere  wishes  that  tlus  may  speedily  take 
place,  Mrs.  M.  unites  with  me,  as  I  do  with  her,  in  cordial  re- 
gards to  Mrs.  Crawford  and  your  amiable  amanuensis. 


TO   EDWARD   LTVTXCSTOX. 

Mqntpkllieb,  ApHl  17,  1824. 

Dear  Sir^ — I  have  been  retarded  in  tlianking  you  for  the 
copy  of  your  speech  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  by 
a  necessary  absence  from  home,  and  by  successive  occurrences 
since  my  return.  I  now  beg  you  to  accept  that  debt  due  to 
your  kindness. 

I  have  read  your  observations  with  a  due  perception  of  the 
ability  which  pervades  and  the  eloquence  which  adorns  them; 
and,  I  must  add,  not  without  the  pleasure  of  noticing  that  you 
Lave  pruned  from  the  doctrine  of  some  of  your  fellow-labourers 
its  most  luxuriant  branches.  I  cannot  but  tlnnk,  at  the  same 
timOt  that  you  liave  left  the  root  in  too  much  vigour.  This  ap- 
pears particularly  in  the  question  of  canals.  My  impression 
with  respect  to  the  authority  to  make  Mjctd  may  be  the  stmnger^ 
perhaps^  (as  I  had  occasion  to  remark  as  to  the  Ijank,  on  its 
original  discussion,)  from  my  recollection  that  the  authority 
had  been  repeatedl}^  proposed  in  the  convention,  and  negatived, 
either  as  improper  to  be  vested  in  Congress,  or  as  a  power  not 
likely  to  Vic  yielded  by  the  States*  My  impression  is  also  very 
decided,  that  if  the  construction  wliieh  brings  canals  withiu  the 
scope  of  comuiercial  regulations  had  been  advanced  or  admitted 
by  tho  advocates  of  the  Constitution  iu  the  State  conventions, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  overcome  the  opposition  to  it. 


486 


WORKS    OF    MADISON. 


1824. 


It  i«  remarkable  tlmt  Mr.  Hfiniilton  himsolf,  tlie  strenuoTis  pa- 
txon  of  an  expan&ive  meaning  in  the  text  of  the  Cou^litutioirc 
with  tho  views  of  the  convention  fresh  in  hh  memory,  and  in  a 
report  cutitcnding  for  the  mo^t  liberal  rnles  of  interpretation, 
was  obliged,  by  his  candour^  to  admit  that  they  could  not  em- 
brace the  ease  of  canal.^. 

In  forbearing  to  exercise  doubtful  powers,  especially  when 
not  immediately  and  manifestly  necessary,  T  entirely  agree  with 
yon.  I  view  our  political  Fvstem,  al^o,  as  yon  do.  as  a  combina- 
tion and  modification  of  powers  without  a  modeb  as  empliati- 
cally  sui  gencriji,  of  which  one  remarkable  feature  is  its  anmhll' 
ation  of  a  power  inherent  in  some  branch  of  all  other  goveru- 
ments,  that  of  taxing  exports.  I  wish,  moreover,  that  you 
might  be  followed  in  the  example  of  defining  the  terms  used  in 
argument,  tlic  only  elTectual  precaution  again.^t  fniitless  and 
endless  discussion.  Thi.'^  logical  precept  h  peculiarly  cgsential 
in  debating  constitutional  questions,  to  which,  for  want  of  more 
appropriate  words,  such  nre  often  applied  a^  lead  to  error  mid 
confusion.  Known  words  express  known  ideas;  and  new  ideas, 
such  as  arc  presented  by  onr  novel  and  unique  political  sysftem, 
must  be  expressed  eitlier  by  new  words,  or  by  old  words  with 
new  defniitions.  AVithout  attention  to  this  circumstance,  vol- 
nmes  may  be  written,  which  can  only  be  answered  by  a  call  for 
definitionB,  and  which  answer  themselves  as  soon  as  the  call  fa 
complied  with. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  without  forgetting  what  belongs  to  ha- 
man  nature,  that,  in  consulting  the  contemporary  writings  which 
vindicated  and  recommended  the  Constitution,  it  is  fair  to  keep 
in  mind  that  the  authors  might  be  someliuies  influenced  by  the 
zeal  of  advocates.  But,  in  expounding  it  now^  is  the  danger  of 
bias  less  from  the  influence  of  local  interests,  of  popular  cur- 
rents, and  even  from  an  estimate  of  national  utility? 

Having  rambled  thus  far,  I  venture  on  another  devious  step, 
by  alluding  to  your  inference  from  a  passage  in  one  of  my  mes- 
sages, that  in  a  sul>sequent  one  my  objection  was  not  t45  the 
power,  but  to  the  details  of  tlie  bill  in  which  it  was  exercised. 
If  the  language  was  not  more  carefuHy  guarded  against  sucb  an 
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inference,  it  must  have  been  because  I  relied  on  a  presumed  no- 
toriety of  my  opiniou  on  the  subject;  and  probably  considered 
the  term3,  ^'existiiijj  powers/'  as  essentially  gatisfied  by  the  nn- 
Gontested  authority  of  Congress  over  the  Territories. 


TO  MAJUB   H.    LEE. 

APRn.  22d,  1824. 

J.  Madison  acknowledges  with  thanks  tlie  receipt  of  the  vol* 
ume*  which  Major  Lee  lias  been  80  good  as  to  send  him.  He 
delays  the  perusal  of  it  till  he  can  precede  it  by  that  of  the 
work  which  it  reviews.  If  injustice,  however  occasioned,  has 
been  done  to  the  memory  of  tipncral  Lee^  a  vindication  of  it 
cannot  but  be  acceptnble  to  one  whose  friendship,  contracted 
with  him  at  the  earliest  date,  was  particularly  gratified  by  the 
brilliant  career  which  ranked  him  among  the  most  distingnished 
of  our  Revolutionary  Heroes. 


TO   ROBERT   S.    GARNETT, 

J.  Madison  presents  liis  respects  to  Mr.  Garnettj  who  obli- 
gingly forwarded  the  Volume  from  Major  Lee,  and  requests  the 
favor  of  him  to  add  the  jt>!ace  to  the  address  of  the  inclosed  let- 
ter; the  proper  one  being  unknown  to  J,  M. 

April  22d,  1824. 


TO   EIOHARD   EDSH, 

MOTiTFSLtlBRf   Ap^  2$^  1824. 

Dear  Sir,— This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Francis  W.  Gib 
a'^r,  Esq*. 

The  buildings  for  onr  University  being  now  adequately  pre- 
pared^ and  the  Legislature  of  the  State  having  given  to  its  funds 
an  extent  authorizing  the  commencement  of  its  operations,  the 

*  Uh  criLiquo  on  Judge  Jobnsoa. 
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duty  of  the  Visitors  is  turned  to  the  appoinlmeut  of  Professors* 
It  would  certainly  lie  desirable  to  make  the  selcetion  altogether 
at  home.  But  the  preoccupancies  brother  In.=ititution.^, anfl  the 
inferiority  of  qimlifications  here  for  some  departments  of  pcience 
to  those  which  may  bo  found  abroad,  have  induced  us,  in  our 
anxiety  to  make  the  Uuiversity  as  attractive  and  useful  as  pos- 
sible, to  seek  there  also  for  the  means  of  filling  particular  chairs. 
Tliis  task  has  been  committed  to  Mr.  Gilmer,  to  be  executed 
within  the  British  Isles,  to  which  a  preference  was  obviously 
suggested  by  a  sameness  of  language,  and  by  the  fewer  dissimi* 
Urities  io  otlier  respeets  there  than  elsewhere. 

As  Mr.  Gilmer  will  be  entirely  a  stranger,  and  with  a  trust 
equally  delicate  and  important,  he  will  of  course  wish  for  in- 
fornmtion  and  counsel  from  those  most  able  to  give  them;  and  J 
have  assured  him  of  yours^  not  only  in  pointing  to  any  charac- 
ters known  to  yourself  to  be  worthy  of  consideration,  but  in 
l»ringing  him  into  communication  with  others  having  better  op- 
portunities than  you  raay  have  of  rendering  that  assistance. 
Among  the  individuals  of  this  description  he  anticipates  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  whom  he  understands,  as  we  all  do,  to  be 
not  more  distinguished  for  his  genius  and  learning  than  for  his 
liberal  principles  and  his  enlarged  philanthropy,  Mr.  Gilraer 
will  accordingly  be  gratitied  by  an  occasion,  wliich  I  have  en* 
couraged  him  to  expect  from  your  kindness,  of  paying  his  re- 
spects to  one  of  such  con«picnous  merit,  and  of  conferring  with 
him  on  the  object  of  his  mission.  I  should  have  felt  a  pleasure 
myself  in  contributing  a  line  of  introduction,  but  there  seemed 
to  be  too  great  an  absence  of  the  circumstances  requieite  for 
such  a  liberty;  and  the  omission  will  be  more  than  supplied  by 
the  advantage  of  your  interposition,  favored,  as  is  presumed,  by 
a  personal  as  well  as  public  acrjuaintance. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  ofler  any  special  recomtncndation 
of  Mr.  Gilmer  to  your  friendly  reception,  A  sufficient  one  i.s, 
the  choice  made  of  him  for  such  a  service;  and  ho  will,  more- 
over, quickly  recommend  himself  by  his  enlightened  and  accom- 
plished mind,  and  by  dispositions  and  manners  with  which  yoa 
cannot  fail  to  be  pleased.  " 
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TO  KAJOB  H.  LEE. 

Madison  has  received  Major  Lee^s  note  of  tlie  4t!i,  in  which 
reference  is  made  to  a  contemplated  new  cJition  of  bis  Father's 
Menioirs* 

The  event-s  embraced  by  the  Memoira  will  occupy  so  large 
and  80  importaTit  a  space  ie  the  lli:^to^J  of  our  Independence, 
that  an  exhibition  of  theoi  from  sncU  a  source  cannot  be  made 
too  full  or  too  free  from  error*  J.  M.  would,  accordingly,  not 
only  feel  a  pleasure,  but  perform  a  duty,  in  contributing  useful 
lights  on  the  suliject,  were  such  in  his  possei^sion.  lie  believes, 
however,  tliat  neither  Ids  papers  nor  Ids  rccollcctiouB  can  avail 
him  on  the  occasion.  Throughout  the  period  of  the  Southern 
war  his  abode  was  at  the  distance  of  Philadelphia,  where  ho 
Tved  aa  one  of  the  Virginia  Delegation  to  Congress;  and  being 
n  no  private  correspondence  with  any  of  the  actors  or  speeta- 
I  tors,  he  had  no  knowledge  of  what  passed  but  from  official  doc- 
untenta  now  open  to  the  public;  among  which,  the  correspond- 
^Mnce  of  the  Executives  of  the  Southern  States  with  the  General 
^■Bovernment  (and,  perhaps,  with  each  other)  may  merit  atten- 
^H^OQ.  Should  any  thing  of  a  nature  to  supply  omissions  or  cor- 
^^rect  errors  unexpectedly  occur  to  J.  JL^  lie  will  not  fail  to  coni- 
I      ply  with  the  request  of  Major  Lee,  to  whom  he  tenders  his  good 

wishes. 
^^     M0KTP£LLIEK^  Ma  J  12,  1824. 

^^^^^y  TO  THOMAS  JEFFEESON. 

^^m  MoNTPBLttiR,  May  20,  lS2i. 

^^  Dear  Sir, — I  return  the  letter  from  Mr,  Cabell  with  your 
answer  to  it,  inclosed  in  yours  of  the  IGth,  jnst  come  to  hand. 

It  is  not  probable  that  a  removal  of  the  College  from  Wil* 
lianii^hurg  will  be  espoused  l»y  a  majority  of  the  Visitors,  con* 
tronled  as  they  will  bo  by  the  popular  voice  in  that  quarter. 
If  it  should,  Richmond  will  not  be  without  competitors.  The 
pretensions  of  Petersburg  have  already  been  brought  forward. 
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And  if,  in  its  new  position,  it  is  to  be  co-ordinate  witli  the  pres- 
ent University,  there  will  be  a  bold  claim  by  the  ultramontane 
country.  After  nil,  h  the  climate  of  Riclimood  bo  different  in  the 
public  eye  from  that  of  WiHianisl)urtr  as  to  make  it  a  satisfac- 
tory substitute?  Is  not  Riclmiond,  also,  becoming  too  much  of 
a  city  to  be  an  eligible  ^ito  for  snch  an  Institution?  The  most 
extensive  and  flonrishing  of  our  learned  institutions  are  not  in 
the  most  populous  towns.  That  in  Philadelphia  iss  eclipsed  by 
rising  seminaries  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  In  Now  York  the 
ease  is  not  dissimilar.  Be  all  this  as  it  may,  I  concur  entirely 
in  your  opinion,  tliat  t!ic  best  counsel  for  us  is  to  be  passive  du- 
ring the  experiment,  and  turn  the  result  to  the  best  account  we 
can  for  the  interest  of  science  and  of  the  State. 

I  wish  Mr.  Cabell  may  comply  with  your  invitation  to  acoa- 
versational  interview  on  his  way  to  Warminster;  with  an  un- 
derstanding that  mine  is  included,  and  that  we  should  be  much 
gratified  in  welcoming  him  and  his  lady  over  our  thrcshhold. 


TO   LrTTLETON   DENNIS  TEACKLE. 

MONTPBLLIRtt,  Jniic^ — ,  1824 

D*  Sir, — ^I  have  received  yours  of  the  8th,  inclosing  the  plan 
of  a  work  under  the  title  of  *^  Political  Economist.'' 

The  science  of  political  economy  has  received  much  elucida- 
tion from  modern  discussions.  But  it  is  so  important  to  the 
prosperity  of  States,  that  it  merits  every  further  light  that  caa 
be  thrown  on  it.  The  application  of  its  true  principles  to  our 
Country,  wliich  is  not  in  some  respects  similar  to  the  old  ones 
of  Europe,  is  well  worthy  the  attention  of  an  enlightened  so- 
ciety, such  as  that  referred  to  in  Baltimore.  And  it  is  an  eo- 
couragenicnt  to  their  effort-s,  that  if  we  are  behind  the  old  world 
in  8ome  respects,  we  are  less  fettered  by  inveterate  habits  and 
prejudices,  and,  consequently,  more  docile  to  instraction  and  im* 
provement.  That  these  may  l)e  promoted  by  the  bicubrations 
and  laboai*8  of  ihc  Society,  is  my  sincere  wish.  Were  I  more 
competent,  under  any  circumstances,  to  aid  it  by  mino,  the 
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pledge  woold  now  be  forbidden  by  the  wear  and  tear  of  life  of 
"wliielt  I  am  boconiiupf  sensible.  Perhaps  T  ought,  iu  caitdonrf 
to  add,  that  althoii|^li  I  am  not  unfriendly  to  public  interposi- 
tions witfi  private  pursuits,  in  certaiu  cases  forming  clear  ex- 
ceptions to  the  general  rule  of  "free  industry/*  I  am  so  much 
attached  to  the  general  rule,  that  rt  is  quite  possible  my  views 
witli  respect  to  the  exceptions  would  too  little  harmonize  with 
those  of  the  Society  for  a  beneficial  co-operation. 


K 


I 


TO  JOHN  FINCH, 

JUNB ,  1824. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  received  your  favor  of  May  20,  with  the 
two  printed  papers,  one  on  the  *' Tertiary  Formations/^  the  other 
on  the  "  Celtic  Antiquities  of  America/*  for  which  I  return  ray 
thanks. 

Without  venturing  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  these  inge- 
nioos  speculations,  I  may  express  my  respect  for  the  philosophic 
and  literary  elmraeter  of  which  they  bear  the  etamp.  They 
merit,  each  of  them,  the  further  researches  requisite  in  such 
eases.  The  second  involves  the  question,  how  far  similar  mon- 
uments of  the  simplest  forms  and  the  most  obvious  materials, 
amonj2:  different  communities  in  the  rudest  stages,  may  be  de- 
rived by  either  from  the  other,  or  be  a  spontaneous  result  of 
propensities  and  situations  common  to  both. 


k 


TO  H.  LEE, 


MoNTPBLtiER,  Jiioe  25^  1824, 
I  have  received,  sir,  your  letter  of  the  18th,  enclosing  the  pro- 
posal of  a  new  publication,  under  the  title  of  **  Americaiv  Ga- 
zette and  Literary  Journal."     Df  the  prospectus,  I  cannot  say 
less  than  that  it  is  an  interesting  specimen  of  cultivated  talents. 
I  u)Ui5t  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  think  it  concedes  too 
I         inucli  to  a  remedial  power  in  the  press  over  the  spirit  of  party. 
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ties  are  formed,  they  seem  to  have  a  perraancat  foundalioa  in 
the  \ariance  of  political  opinions  in  free  States,  and  of  occupa- 
tions and  iutorests  in  all  civilized  States.  TIjc  Conijtitutioii  it- 
self, wlietlier  written  or  prescriptive,  influences!  as  itscxpor^ition 
and  administration  iivill  bo  by  those  causes,  must  be  an  unfail* 
ing  source  of  party  distinctions.  And  the  \ory  peculiarity 
which  gives  pre-eminent  value  to  that  of  the  United  States,  the 
partition  of  power  between  different  goveruraents,  as  well  bb 
between  diffe.rcnt  de[>artmeDts  of  government,  opens  a  new  door 
for  controversies  and  pnrties.  TIjcre  is,  nevertheless.  suOicieDt 
scope  for  combatinjr  the  spirit  of  party,  as  far  as  it  may  not  be 
iiece??ary  to  fan  the  flame  of  liberty,  in  efforts  to  divert  it  from 
the  more  noxious  channels;  to  ojoderate  its  violence,  especially 
in  the  ascendant  party;  to  elucidiite  the  policy  wliieh  harmon- 
izes jealons  interests;  and  particularly  to  give  to  the  Constitu- 
tion that  just  construction  which,  with  the  aid  of  time  and  habit, 
may  put  an  end  to  the  more  dangerous  schisms  otherwise  gi'ow- 
ing  out  of  it. 

With  a  view  to  this  last  object,  I  entirely  concur  in  tlie  pro- 
priety of  resorting  to  the  sense  in  which  the  Constitution  was 
accopfeJ  and  ratified  liy  the  nation.  In  that  sense  alone  it  is 
the  legitimate  Constitution.  And  if  that  l)e  not  the  guide  in 
expounding  it,  there  can  be  no  security  for  a  consistent  and 
stable,  move  than  for  a  faithful^  exercise  of  its  powers.  If  the 
meaning  of  the  text  be  sought  in  the  changeable  me^ming  of  the 
words  composing  it,  it  is  evident  that  the  shape  and  attributes 
of  the  government  njust  partake  of  the  changes  to  which  the 
words  and  phrases  of  all  living  languages  arc  constantly  subject. 
What  a  metamorphosis  would  bo  produced  in  the  code  of  law 
if  all  its  ancient  phraseology  were  to  be  taken  in  its  nioderu 
sense!  And  that  the  language  of  our  Constitution  is  already 
undergoing  interpretations  unknown  to  its  founders  will,  I  be- 
lieve, appear  to  all  unbiased  inquirers  into  the  history  of  ita 
origin  and  adoption.  Not  to  look  farther  for  an  example,  take 
the  word  ** consolidate,"  in  the  Address  of  the  convention  pre- 
^jced  to  the  Constitution.     It  there  and  then  meant  to  give 

ength  a^  ^  lo  the  union  of  the  States.    In  its  current 
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and  controversial  application,  it  means  a  destruction  of  tliQ 
States  by  transfusing  their  powers  into  the  government  of  tho 
Union. 

On  tlie  other  point  touched  in  your  letter,  I  fear  T  shall  not 
very  soon  be  able  to  say  anything.  Notwithstanding  the  im 
portancc  of  such  a  work  as  thai  of  Judnfe  Johnson,  aud  the  pub 
lie  standing  of  the  author,  I  have  never  trivpn  it  a  reading.  1 
have  put  it  off,  as  in  several  other  voluminous  cases,  till  I  could 
go  througli  tlie  task  with  a  less  broken  attention,  Wliile  I  fiud 
that  the  span  of  life  is  contracting  mucli  faster  than  t!ie  demands 
on  it  can  be  discharged^  I  do  not,  however,  abandon  the  pro- 
posed perusal  of  both  the  *'Lif»  of  Greene/*  and  "the  Campaign 
of  1781." 


TO   HENRY   WHEATON. 

MosTPELUEB,  July  11,  1S24, 

D**  Sib, — T  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  refer 
ring  to  a  penciled  note  of  mine  on  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney. 

It  is  a  fact,  as  there  noted,  that  when  the  Emlnirgo  was  rec 
ommendod  to  Congress,  Dec"*  18,  1807,  a  copy  of  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council  of  Nov""  11, 1S07|  as  printed  in  an  English  news- 
paper, stating  them  to  be  ready  in  that  form  to  Ije  signed  and 
issued,  lay  on  the  President's  table.  From  what  quarter  the 
news]>atM3r  came,  or  whether  known,  1  do  not  recoUect,  But 
the  measure  it  threatened  could  not  be  doubted;  and  manifestly 
required,  if  there  had  been  no  other  ground  for  apprelicnding 
the  danger,  that  American  property  and  seamcQ  should  not  be 
exposed  to  it.  Besides  tho  precise  warning  contained  in  the 
newspaper,  it  was  generally  understood  that  some  such  outrage 
was  contemplated  by  the  British  Cal>inot,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
recollect  the  several  grounds  for  the  belief.  The  files  of  tho 
Department  of  State  may  contain  some  of  them.  In  a  private 
letter  of  October  5th,  1707,  from  an  intelligent  and  close  ob- 
server  in  London  of  tit^  indicated  views  of  Ihe  Cabinet  towards 
the  United  States,  I  find  the  following  passage:  "The  Gazette 
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of  Saturday  lias  gone  by  without  announcing  the  injurious  block- 
ade of  all  Froncli  ports  and  all  ports  under  the  iufluenee  of 
France,  wliich  was  tlireatencd  all  the  week  and  very  generally 
expected/'  Another  letter  from  the  same,  of  Oct^  11,  adds: 
**Two  more  Gazettes  have  been  publislied  without  aunonncing 
the  rip:orous  blockade,  one  of  them  as  late  as  last  night-  I  hope 
they  have  tlionn^bt  better  of  it," 

Althoui^li  it  19  true,  therefore,  that  no  ofEcial  evidence  existed 
of  the  Orders  in  Conncil  when  the  Embargo  was  recommended, 
there  was  a  moral  certainty  in  tlie  evidence  described  by  Mr. 
Pinkney  *  which  included  *^  the  newspapers  of  this  country  [G, 
Britain]  received  in  the  United  States  some  days  before  the 
Message  of  the  Pre?*ident," 

To  this  view  of  the  case  tlie  language  of  the  Message  was  ac- 
commodated. And  the  subsequent  Message  of  Fel>'  2»  1808, 
founded  on  the  otlicinl  receipt  of  the  Orders  in  ConnciL  nquarcs 
with  the  idea  that  they  had  been  unoflSoially  known  when  the 
provident  measures  of  the  Embaru:o  was  recommended.  If  the 
files  of  Congress  of  that  period  are  in  preservation,  the  imper?; 
communicated  with  the  Message  may  throw  lighten  the  subject. 
I  cannot,  I  think,  be  mistaken  in  saying  that  the  information  in 
the  English  newspapers  was  republished  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer; and  if  so,  that  alone  must  settle  the  question. 

I  am  glad  to  find  yon  turning  a  critical  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject. No  part  of  the  public  proceedings  during  the  two  last 
administrations  is  less  understood,  or  more  in  danger  of  histori- 
cal misrepresentations,  than  the  Embargo  and  the  other  restric- 
tions of  our  external  comrncree.  It  has  become  a  fashion  to 
decry  the  whole  as  inefficacious  and  unworthy  substitutes  for 
war.  That  immediate  war»  under  existing  cireumsLmces,  wa£ 
inexpedient^  and  that  experimental  measures  short  of  war  were 
]>referable  to  naked  submission,  cannot  woll  be  doubted,  1 1  is 
equally  clear  that  tlie  Euibargo,  as  a  precaution  against  the  sur- 
prise and  devastation  of  our  trade,  was  proper,  even  if  war  bad 
been  intended;  and  the  presumption  is  strengthened  by  late  ex- 
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perience,  that,  if  faitlifiilly  executed,  it  wotild  Imve  produced  a 
crisis  in  the  British  West  Indies  that  m\ghi  have  extorted  jus- 
tice without  a  resort  to  war.  If  it  failed,  it  was  becaniao  tl^c 
Government  did  not  sufficiently  distrust  those  in  a  certain  quar- 
ter whose  succej^sful  violatiou  of  the  law  led  to  the  frcneral  dis- 
content whieh  called  for  it?  repeal.  Could  the  bold  and  com- 
bined pertldies  have  been  anticipated j  an  expense,  which  would 
have  proved  economical,  might  have  been  prevented  or  quickly 
subdued  them.  TliC  patriotic  fishernieu  of  Marblehead  at  one 
time  offered  their  services;  and  if  Ltioy  could,  at  an  early  day, 
have  been  employed  in  armed  vessels,  with  a  right  to  tlieir 
prizes,  and  an  authority  to  carry  thorn  into  ports  where  the 
Tribunals  would  have  enforced  the  law,  the  smugglin;^  would 
have  been  crushed. 

With  respect  to  the  restrictive  laws  generally,  it  is  a  known 
fact  that,  under  all  the  disadvantages  wliich  they  encountered, 
their  pressure  on  the  manufacturers  of  G.  Britain,  as  reported 
to  the  Parliament  and  painted  by  Mr.  Brougham,  ultimately 
brought  about  a  revocation  of  tlie  predatory  orders.  It  is  re- 
markable that  this  revocation,  bearing  date  June  23d,  followed 
at  BO  very  long  interval  the  letter  of  Castlereagh  to  Foster,  com- 
municated in  extenso  to  the  American  Government,  iu  which  it 
was  haughtily  declared  that  the  Orders  in  Council  would  not 
be  repealed,  and,  consistently  with  other  engagements,  could 
not  be  repealed;  a  declaration  which,  leaving  no  alternative  to 
the  United  States  but  submission  or  war,  was  met,  of  course,  by 
the  latter*  Had  the  repeal  of  the  orders  taken  place  a  few 
weeks  sooner,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  t!io  declaration  of  war, 
which  preceded  the  repeal  ^iv(^  days  only,  would  at  least  have 
been  suspended  by  that  event,  with  an  experiment,  under  its 
auspices,  of  fnrther  negotiations  for  a  discontinuance  of  im- 
pressments, the  other  great  obstacle  to  pacific  relations;  and 
that  the  success  of  the  restrictive  laws  in  obtaining  the  repeal, 
without  a  resort  to  war,  would  have  been  followed  by  songs  of 
praise,  instead  of  the  criticisms  to  which  an  oblivion  of  their 
^efficacy  lias  given  rise. 
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P,  S.  After  writiijg  the  above,  it  occurred  that  it  might  W 
.well  to  consult  tljf^  recollections  and  menioranda  of  Mr,  Jc(r*T' 
son.  His  an??wer,just  received,  says,  "  there  i8  no  fact  b  t)>^ 
course  of  my  life  which  I  recollect  more  stronglj  than  titat 
of  my  beings  at  the  date  of  the  Message,  iq  posseesioD  of  in 
Engli?^1*  newspaper  containing  a  copy  of  the  orders.  See,  vrUA 
1  think  carae  to  me  through  a  private  channeL"  The  answer 
extracts  from  his  notes  on  the  occasion  circumstances  ia  full 
accordance  with  Iiis  memory,  and  he  does  not  clonht  Uiat  tliu 
general  fact  is  remembered  by  all  the  members  of  the  r  ' ' 
and  probably  attested  by  the  papers  communicatecl  to  ( 
with  tlie  message.  Mr.  Jefferson  thinks,  also^  as  I  do  myselt 
that  the  tnrn  of  the  arguments  of  the  opposition  party  will  l*e 
found  not  to  deny  the  fact^  but  the  propriety  of  acting  on  iie¥> 
paper  authority. 


TO  PBESTDENT  MONBOE, 

MONTPlLtlBR,    AUgUFt  5,  UlL 

Dbau  Sm, — I  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  voursoi 
the  2nd,     We  had  looked  for  the  greater  pleasure  of  giving  i 
welcome  about  this  lime  to  you  and  Mrs.  Monroe,  being  iitformed  j 
from  Albemarle  that  you  were  to  he  there  in  a  few  days.     Wej 
are  very  sorry  for  tlie  uncertainty  you  intimate,  but  stiU  bopej 
that  Mrs.  Monroe^s  health  will  not  only  permit  you  to  make  tkj 
jourucy,  but  her  to  join  you  in  it»     It  could  not  fail  to  be  beaM 
ficial  to  both;  and  you  owe  it  to  yourself  as  well  as  to  yo 
frieads  to  take  some  repose  with  them  after  the  vexations  wbic 
have  beset  you.     Come,  I  pray  you,  and  be  not  in  your  ositftl 
hurry* 

Tlio  Convention  with  Russia  is  a  propitious  event,  as  ^obst 
tuting  amicable  adjustment  for  the  risks  of  hostile  collisio 
But  I  give  the  Emperor,  however,  little  credit  for  his  assent  t4 
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the  principle  of  ^^Mare  Ltherater"  in  the  North  Pacific.    His 

pretensions  were  so  absord,  and  so  di?prustirjg  tt)  tlie  maritime 
worlfl,  tlmt  be  conld  not  do  lictter  timn  retreat  from  tliem 
through  the  forms  of  negotiation.  It  is  well  tlmt  the  cautions, 
if  not  eonrteouB,  policy  of  England  towards  Eussia  1ms  had  the 
effect  of  making  iis,  in  the  public  eye,  the  leading  Power  in  ar- 
resting her  expansive  ambition.  It  ig,  as  you  note,  an  important 
circumstance  in  tiie  case,  tlmt  the  prioeiples  and  views  unfolded 
in  your  message  were  not  unknown  at  St.  Peter^lmrg  at  the  date 
of  the  Convention.  It  favors  the  hope  that,  bold  as  the  allies, 
with  Russia  at  their  head,  have  shewn  themselves  in  their  en- 
mity to  free  government  everywhere,  the  maritime  capacities  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  naval  and  pecuniary  resources  of 
Great  Britain,  have  a  benumbing  influence  on  all  iheir  wicked 
enterprises. 

The  advances  of  France  towards  a  compromise  with  Coluoi- 
bia,  if  sincere,  is  a  further  indication  of  the  dread  of  tlie  united 
Btrength  and  councils  of  this  country  and  Great  Britain.  The 
determination  of  the  latter  not  to  permit  foreign  interfci-ence  in 
the  contest  between  Spain  and  South  America,  and  if  confided 
in,  with  the  language  of  your  message  on  the  subject,  ought,  I 
think,  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  Colombia,  and  to  parry  the 
question  of  Mr.  Salazar,  at  least  till  the  meeting  of  Congress; 
knowing,  as  he  must  do,  the  incompetency  of  the  Executive  to 
give  a  precise  answer. 

Repeating  my  exhortations,  in  all  which  Mrs.  Madison  joins 
me,  we  offer  Mrs.  Monroe  and  yourself  our  affectionate  respects 
and  best  wishes. 


TO  THOMAS  JEPFEBSON, 

MoxTPEiunR,  Aug.  16,  1824. 

D*  Sib, — I  acknowledged  in  my  last  yours  of  the  8  th,  and 
now  return  the  letters  of  Mr.  Gilmer  and  Mn  Rush  inclosed  in 
it.    It  would  be  a  matter  of  much  regret  if  insanity  should  be- 
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fall  such  a  man  as  Irory;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  his  condition  wil! 
be  fixed  before  he  leaves  Englnnd,  or*  rather,  before  anj  eujcragc- 
merit  of  him,  T  hope  Mr.  Oihiier  will  ho  able  to  avoid,  also,  mm 
raiH*h  iidvjinced  in  life.  After  a  iX'Hain  age  they  will  be  less 
0exibhi  to  our  maimopR,  and  the  sooner  lost  by  death  or  debil- 
ity. A  limitation  to  a  ?itiiiaijle  age  furnishes  a  convenienl  w- 
ply  to  domestic  appUcants  beyond  It. 

The  cheapness  of  the  Pnlyfrlot  in  Boston  is  very  temptiiijr. 
Bot  considering  the  ticklisti  footinsr  on  which  we  are  \ritli  th« 
Assembly,  and  the  ehnnee  that  the  article  may  reniain  unsold, 
it  may  be  best  to  pnspend  the  pnrehase  till  we  can  decide  raoit 
under.stondingly.  I  observe  iTj  the  London  Catalog-ucof  Lnn^:' 
man  &  Co..  iu  1816,  there  are  several  copies  of  Waltoa's  Polt- 
glot,  one  of  which,  in  6  volumes,  is  at  £42  sterling,  noted  as 
the  "Ropnblican"  copy,  because  patronised  by  Cromwell  aad 
his  Couneib  Yon  have,  I  presume,  this*  catalogue*  If  not,  I  will 
send  it. 

I  will  endeavour  to  make  oat  a  list  of  theological  works^bot 
am  less  qualified  for  tlio  task  than  you  seem  to  think;  and  fear, 
also,  that  my  catalognes  are  less  copious  tlian  might  be  wit^Uei 
There  is  a  difficulty  in  marking  the  proper  limit  to  so  inexhaoiV 
iblc  a  clmpter,  whether  with  a  view  to  the  Library  in  its  infaot 
or  more  mature  state. 


TO   HENRY  LEB. 

ArarsT  — ,  1851 

I  have  received,  Sir,  your  letter  of  August  5th,  with  a  _ 
of  the  address  reported  by  the  CommittiSe  of  a  late  meetin*  at 
Fred -^for  which  you  will  please  to  accept  my  thanks* 

I  am  not  surprised  at  your  purpose  of  adopting  literatnrcaa 
yonr  favorite  object.  It  will  always  be  foand  a  source  not  onlf 
of  rich  enjoyment,  but  of  public  distinction  and  nsefulnei?s  also» 
where  there  is  a  union  of  talents  with  a  taste  for  the  par^ait 
The  biographical  branch  which  you  have  selected,  though  n^t 
allowed  the  same  grade  with  history,  may  embrace  enough  of 
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the  latter  to  become  of  general  importance,  where  the  individ- 
ual subjects  have  been  so  far  connected  with  public  transactions 
as  to  bring  these  within  the  purview  of  the  author.  And  I  in- 
fer from  the  names  to  which  you  have  pointed,  and  the  period 
assigned  for  the  task,  that  this  has  been  a  ruling  consideration 
with  you.  It  is  certainly  the  only  one  that  could  have  given 
attraction  to  my  career  of  life. 

The  friendly  inducements  to  your  request  of  such  materials  in 
relation  to  it  as  I  might  be  able  to  furnish  could  not  but  have 
their  due  weight.  But  [overlooking  the  approach  of  such  a  step 
to  an  autobiography,  a  privilege  to  which  few  can  pretend]  it 
is  strictly  true,  that,  with  respect  to  those  of  a  private  stamp 
merely,  I  have  preserved  none,  nor  could  my  memory  supply 
any,  meriting  a  place  in  a  biographical  record. 

With  respect  to  my  participation  in  public  transactions, 
whether  those  within  my  native  State  or  those  of  a  national 
character,  it  will  best  be  traced  in  documents  which  the  press, 
with  little  exception,  has  laid  before  the  public.  There  arc,  in- 
deed, on  my  files,  private  correspondences  and  other  papers 
which  may  throw  a  valuable  light  on  subjects  of  public  interest. 
But  I  have  regarded  these,  if  ever  to  be  drawn  from  their  confi- 
dential abode,  as  belonging  to  a  posthumous  period;  posthumous 
to  others  as  well  as  myself. 

I  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  leave  unnoticed  an  object,  sometimes 
the  principal,  if  not  the  sole  object  of  biography;  I  mean  that 
of  literary  authorship.  If  any  thing  from  my  pen  can  fall  under 
that  title,  it  does  not  extend  beyond  a  pamphlet  or  two,  the 
source  of  which  was  not  unknown,  and  a  few  anonymous  minor 
articles  which  have  probably' passed  into  oblivion. 

I  must  ask  your  excuse  for  the  tardiness  of  this  acknowledg- 
ment of  your  favor,  which  has  happened  not  to  be  avoidable. 

VOL.  ni.  29 


4fi0 


WORKS    OF    MADISON. 


1824. 


TO  GENERAL   LA   FATETTE 

ArouFT21.  1824. 
I  this  instant  learn,  my  dear  friend,  tbat  you  have  safely 
reached  the  shores  where  you  will  be  hailed  by  orery  voice  of 
a  free  people.  That  of  no  one,  as  you  will  believe,  Rprings  more 
from  the  lieart  than  mine.  May  I  not  hope  that  the  course  of 
your  movements  will  give  me  an  opportunity  of  proving  it  by 
the  warmth  of  my  embrace  on  my  own  thrci^liliold?  Make  me 
happy  by  a  line  to  that  effect,  when  you  can  snatch  a  moment 
for  a  single  one  from  the  eager  gratulations  pouring  in  upon 

you. 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

MoMTFsLLiiB,  Sept^  20,  1824. 
Dear  Sm,^On  the  receipt  of  yours  of  Aug.  8,  I  tarned  my 
thoughts  to  its  request  on  the  sulyect  of  a  theological  catalogue 
for  the  library  of  the  University;  and  not  being  aware  that  80 
early  an  answer  was  wished,  as  I  now  find  was  the  case,  I  had 
proceeded  very  leisurely  in  noting  such  authors  as  seemed 
proper  for  the  collection.  Supposing,  also,  that  although  theol- 
ogy was  not  to  be  taught  in  the  University,  its  Library  ought 
to  conUiin  pretty  full  information  for  such  as  might  voluntarily 
seek  it  in  that  branch  of  learning,  I  had  contemplated  as  much 
of  a  comprehensive  and  systematic  selection  as  my  scanty  ma- 
terials admitted,  and  had  gone  througli  the  five  first  centuries 
of  Christianity  when  yours  of  the  3d  instant  came  to  hand,  which 
was  the  evening  before  the  last.  This  conveyed  to  me  more  dis- 
tinctly the  limited  object  your  letter  had  in  view,  and  relieved 
mo  from  a  task  which  I  found  extremely  tedious;  especially  con* 
Bidering  the  intermixture  of  the  doctrinal  and  controversial  part 
of  Divinity  with  the  moral  and  metaphysical  part,  and  the  im- 
mouse  extent  of  the  whole.  I  send  you  the  list  I  had  made  out, 
with  an  addition  on  the  same  paper  of  sucli  books  as  a  hasty 
ncc  of  a  few  catalogues  and  my  recollection  suggested*  Per- 
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haps  some  of  tliem  may  not  have  occurred  to  you,  and  may  suit 
the  lilank  you  have  not  filled.  I  aui  sorry  I  could  not  make  a 
fair  copy  without  failing  to  comply  with  the  time  pointed  out, 

I  find  by  a  letter  from  Fayette,  5a  answer  to  a  few  liues  I 
wrote  liim  on  his  arrival  at  New  York,  that  lie  means  to  see  us 
before  the  19th  of  October,  as  you  have  probably  learned  from 
himself.    His  visit  to  tlie  United  States  will  make  an 
in  the  history  of  liberty. 


TO   A.   B.   WOODWARD. 

MojfTPBLUBft,  Sept'  11,  1824. 

D*  Sm, — I  have  received,  and  return  my  thanks  for,  the 
printed  communications  accompanying  your  note  of  the  4th  in- 
stant. 

To  appreciate  your  proposed  expedient  for  a  standard  of 
measures  and  wei]^hta  would  require  more  time  than  I  can  ap- 
ply, and  more  mathomatioal  science  than  I  retain.  Justice  will 
doubtless  be  done  to  it  by  competent  judges. 

I  have  given  a  hasty  perusal  to  the  observations  "addressed 
to  the  Individual  Citizen/^  Althougli  I  cannot  concur  in  some 
of  them,  I  may  aay  of  all  that  they  merit  every  praise  for  the 
perspicuity,  the  precision,  and  tlie  force,  with  which  tliey  are 
presented  to  the  public  attention. 

Ton  have  fallen  into  a  mistake  in  ascribing  the  Constitution 
of  Virginia  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  will  be  inferred  from  tlie  ani- 
madversions on  it  in  his  ** Notes  on  Virginia."  Its  origin  was 
with  George  Mason,  who  laid  before  tlie  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  a  plan  a  very  broad  outline  *  winch  was  printed  by 
the  committee  for  consideration,  and,  after  being  varied  on  some 
points  and  filled  up,  was  reported  to  the  Convention,  where  a 
few  further  alterations  gave  it  tlie  form  in  which  it  now  standi. 
The  declaration  of  rights  was  subsequently  from  the  same  hand* 
The  preamble  to  the  Constitution  was  probably  derived  in  great 


*  inljf  182fS.    For  a  more  recoUect^  riew  of  this  matter,  see  an  account  of 
the  orig:ia  &Qd  progress  of  the  *'  ConatitutioQ  of  Virginia/*  by  J.  M, 
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measure,  if  not  wholly,  from  the  funds  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the 
richness  of  which  in  Buch  materials  is  seen  in  the  Doclaratioa 
of  Independence,  as  well  as  elsewhere.  The  plan  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, annexed  to  one  of  the  editions  of  hia  "Notes  on  Virginia," 
was  drawn  up  after  llie  Hevohitionary  war,  with  a  view  to  cor- 
rect the  faults  of  the  existing  Constitution,  as  well  as  to  obtain 
the  authentic  sanction  of  the  people. 

Your  love  of  truth  will  excuse  this  little  tribute  to  it,  or 
rather  would  not  excuse  its  omission. 


TO   W.   H.    CHAWPORD. 

MoNTPKiiLiBE,  OcU^ber  1,  1824. 

Dear  Sre, — I  return  by  Mrs.  Cutts  the  volume  of  the  Hist. 

Gen*  de  la  Diplo:  Fran^j,,  liaviug  waited  for  such  a  conveyance 
on  the  supposition  tliat  the  delay  would  produce  no  incouveni* 
encc.  The  account  given  in  the  work  of  the  mission  of  Rayne- 
val  to  England  accords  with  his  explanations  of  it  to  Mr,  Mon- 
roe, as  I  recollect  them.  The  view  taken  of  it  by  Mr*  Jay,  if 
the  true  one,  is  certainly  not  in  itself  the  most  probable*  That 
the  British  Cabinet  should  seek  to  divide  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted Htates  is  more  readily  to  be  conceived  than  that  the  French 
Cabinet  should  fnrnish  the  means  for  it,  by  a  confidence  so 
likely  to  be  turned  against  it.  To  have  a  full  understanding 
of  the  matter,  an  aothentic  disclosure  from  the  British  quarter 
is  wanted.  The  rosuU,  whatever  may  have  been  the  object  of 
the  other  parties,  was  fortunate  for  the  United  States. 

We  learn  with  great  pleasure  that  your  tedious  indisposition 
has  terminated  in  a  decided  recovery  of  your  health-  To  that 
happLnoss  we  wish  every  other  may  be  added. 


r 


ar 
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Beal  of  confidence.  I  hope  it  was  righlly  tinderstood  as  not 
raeant  to  be  withlicld  from  any  use  that  truth  and  justice  might 
be  thought  to  require. 

Offering  at  the  same  tiiae  our  united  respectg  and  regards  to 
Mrs.  C,  without  forgetting  what  is  due  to  Miss  Caroline, 


\c.  following  is  the  letter  of  M.  Rayneval  lo  Mr,  Monroo,  foimtl  ftroong  Mr. 
in*f  papers,  which  is  reft^rred  to  ia  the  preceding  l«*tt«'r  to  Mr,  Cmwford:] 

Parib,  le  14  Novemhwj,  1705, 
MoKSiBtJK, — Ta'i  rotjii  la  lettre  que  tous  m'ftirez  fait  Thonneur  de  m'^crire 
le  30  du  moia  dernier.  Je  auiiii  on  ne  peut  pas  p1u»,  B&tt^  de  la  marqoe  de 
confiAnce  que  vous  voulez  bien  me  donner;  et  je  crois  ne  pouvoir  y  mienx 
T^pondre  qu'en  vous  tmngmettani,  arec  la  plus  scrnpiileus*^  exactitudejes  ex- 
plications qne  vous  tne  dcmandc*/..  Je  suis  d'autatit  plus  en  mefliire  de  voua 
8&tisfaire«  que  fes  faiU.  dont  il  est  qaeation,  me  sont  en  qnelque  sorte  person- 
nela;  et  Je  le  dois,  puinqne  le  ministfere  a?ec  qui  je  les  ai  partag^s,  n'existe 
pins.  D'ailrenrs  cVst  uno  dette  que  je  raVmpresae  d*acquitter  envera  ma  patrie, 
qo*on  a  eherch6  ft  calomnier,  avec  une  intention  qii*il  u*eHt  pas  diflScile  de 
p^n^trer. 

Votre  lettret  Monsieur,  reuferme  le  passa^re  suivant:  *' Voun  saves?  que  les 
Diitiistres  Am^ncains  ont  9itrn6  avec  ceux  do  TAngleterre  un  traits  provisoire, 
h  Pins^ju  du  cabinet  Francjais  et  contre  hs  instrut'tious  quMla  avnient  dn  eon- 
prts,  lequel  trart6  ne  devait  pas  avoir  son  effet,  jurfqu*^  ce  qu^il  fQt  eonclu  nn 
Iraii^  entre  la  France  et  PAngleterre.  Corame  on  cherchait  Jk  sHnformer  des 
motifs  do  cette  d-marche*  il  6tait  dit,  d'aprfen  ce  qtie  j'ai  souvent  eoteudu^ 
que  la  France,  t^moignnnt  de  rindiflf^rence  sur  plasieurs  points  de  uos  recla- 
mations, vis'i-vifl  TAn^leterre,  d^batius  pour  lora  par  nos  ministres,  avait 
m^me  pris  le  parti  de  cotte  puissance  contre  nous,  e«  cherchant  k  ^carter  noii 
reclamations  relatives  h  la  pfichcj  aux  limites,  et  au  Mississippi ;  et  qu^elle 
70U8  avail  envoy^  en  Angleterre  expre^sis^meiit  poui  decider  le  Marquis  de 
Lansdowne  dans  Aon  oppoalHou  h  noa  demandes  aur  eea  poiniat  de  liiqtielle 
mission  vous  vous  etes  acf  uitt^  daus  Te»  conferences  person  uelles  que  voui 
ftvcz  eu  avec  ce  ministre;  et  qu'enfin,  si  nos  n6gociat4^urs  ont  rAustsi  sur  lea 
points  que  je  viens  de  nommerf  ila  devoient  tear  snccfes  ^  la  politique  lil>^rale 
de  rAugleterrc,  qui,  en  rejetant  les  conseila  de  la  France,  a  pr^fM  nous 
ecorder  noa  demandes,  tanditi  qu'instruite  qu'elle  ^tait  des  tgbux  de  la 
France  k  cet  ^jiard,  ello  aurait  pa  ay  refuser^  et  h  leur  propre  adresse  k 
^couvrir  et  k  d^jouer  les  intrigues  du  Oonvernement  Fran^ais,  en  termin^t 
[^  tmiiS  de  la  miixii^ire  et  aox  condidoos  d^jk  cit^s,"  &c.    Voil&,  MonsieuFi 
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lea  faite  sur  losquels  voqb  me  demaodez  des  ^clmreissemetitSf  et  voici  ma 
rgpoDse* 

Vous  vo«a  rappelez  sftrement,  Monsieur,  qn^au  combat  njival  c^ui  eut  lien 
an  Avril,  1782»  dan3  les  Antilles  k  la  haatetir  de  ta  Ooratniqui*,  M*  de  Gmasc^ 
fkii  prisonnier,  Tut  conduit  en  AngleUrre.  Cet  Amiral  eut  des  entrc^ticns  avec 
Milord  Shelburne,  ct  k  son  reloar  en  France  en  Septembre,  1782^  11  fit  enten- 
dre que  ee  Mmistre  Int  nvait  fait  des  an^ertures  de  paix;  il  remit  mime  une 
note  dea  eondiiiotjij  quHl  disalt  lui  avoir  6t6  propos^ca.  Cet  aunonce  causa 
heancoup  d'Moniieraent,  et  Von  nY'tait  pas  sana  defiance  sur  I'exactitude  du 
rapport.  Toutefois  on  jugea  devoir  ^claircir  \es  faiths,  et  on  se  d^termina  i 
m^envoyer  pour  cct  eOet  secretement  en  Aogleterre.  Mea  Instructions  ^taienl 
ausBi  aimplca  que  laconiques;  elles  portaient  que  je  devab  demander  Tairea 
ou  le  d^aaveu  de  la  note  remise  par  M.  de  Grasse, 

No*  1.  Le  premier  article  de  cette  note  eoneftrnait  Tind^pendance  de 
rAm^rique  ;  je  joins  ici  un  eirtrait  du  rapport  que  je  fia  lora  de  mon  retour.  II 
renfenne  tcxtocllement  ce  que  c'eat  dit  h  I'i^ard  dea  nffiures  .\m^rlcAiiief ; 
il  eat  de  la  fin  du  raoia  de  Septembre^  1782*  Vons  y  trouverea::  1%  Que 
Tarticle  fundamental  de  mes  instructious  4tait  rind^peudance  des  Etats-Untfti 
et  qu  il  ne  m"a  rien  6t6  present  rclativcmcnt  aux  auLres  conditioos  k  convenir 
s^ec  les  commiJisairea  Am^ricaios.  2*.  Que  jo  n*ai  provoqn^  aueune  confer- 
sation,  aucuue  discussion  sur  cet  objet,  et  que  lor^que  le  Mini^tre  Auglais  eo 
a  parl$  de  lui-m&me»  je  me  suia  renfcrm^  dans  mon  ignorance  et  dans  moa 
d6faul  d'autorisalion,  3".  Que  dans  les  opinions  que  j'ai  duonc6c8,/ai  piuitH 
appujfi  qiCaffaibli  Ifjt  demanded  dei  commUsairts  Am^ricains.  Je  crois  derolr 
observer  que  le  langage  que  j'ai  tenu  k  regard  des  affaires  Am^icainct,  J6 
Fai  teuu  dgalement  k  regard  de  eelles  de  TEspagne,  parce  que  j'6Ukig  da 
mdme  sans  atitorisation  de  la  part  de  cette  puissance. 

Aprfea  mon  retour  en  France  les  n^gociations  reprirent  tonie  letir  actlvrtw 
pour  ce  qui  concernait  la  France.  Je  joins  ici^  sous  les  Nos,  2,  3,  et  4^  Teau 
trait  des  pieces  concernant  la  p§che  de  Terre  Neuve.  Vans  n'y  verrot^ 
Monsieur,  pas  un  mot  qui  ait  le  moindre  rapport  aux  inter^ts  des  Etats-Uuis. 
Pour  la  parfaite  mtetligence  de  ces  pi6ces^  je  crois  devoir  vous  donner  Texplica- 
lion  Buivante. 

Par  le  trait6  d'TJtrecbt,  (1713,)  la  France  c^dn  Tlsle  de  Terrc- Neuve  k 
rAugleterre;  mais  elle  se  reserva  la  pfiche  j  ct  cette  disposition  ful  confirmee 
par  les  trait^s  d'Aix-la^Clmpelle^  (1T48,)  ct  de  Paris,  (ITfiS.)     Nous  avota 

consf^ '  "  " ^ ''  • 'itro  droit  de  pAche  commc  cxelusir  tlans  \^  piAngcf 

qui  [  ;  et  nous  avons  pon£  des  plaiutoa  cbaque  ibti  ^ot 

^tre« ;  de  lik  naisiiait 
^  cntre  les  deux 
•eut  tou jours  infi 
de  la  guerre  do  17 
a  men  cement  des  n6goda 
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tiona,  articul6  d^uoe  manl^re  precise  notre  droit  eiccluAtf,  et  la  iroloot^  p^* 
remptoire  rje  la  inaintcnir. 

Mais  sentant  la  dit!icu1t;6  d'^bigner  le»  Anglais  de  la  partte  la  plus  poiH- 
Bonneuse^  saroir,  celUj  situ^e  entre  le  cap  St.  Jean  et  le  cap  Cuonaviata,  et 
pr^voyant  que  ce  acul  article  rendrait  lea  n^gociationa  mfructueuses;  uous 

I  consentimes  k  nn  Qoaveati  partage,  nous  demandiLtnes  la  p^che  exclusive 
depais  le  cap  St«  Jean  ju8qa*au  cap  Raje ;  et  c*est  ainai  que  \e&  dioses  furent 

^  Anticig^6«  Je  doiB  obsGrrcr  iei^  que  les  d>tes  qui  nuu.'i  ont  M  assignees  sont 
les  muins  poisaonueusea  de  toate  rAm^riquo»  i*t  que  at  nous  noutj  en  Rommes 

'  coutcnt^s,  c*»  ^t^  uniquiMueut  par  amour  pour  la  paix  et  dans  la  ^rue  de  la 
rendr«  sollde  et  durable,  en  pr^renant  le  ra#lange«  et  par  14  les  qtierelles  d^A 
p§chcur9  des  deux  nations.     Je  reviens  h,  nion  sujet. 

Tatidis  que  notre  n^gociation  cheminait^  eelle  de  VE^affne  prfflentait  lea 

\  pluB  grander  difBcult^s;  et  le  Roi  ne  voolant  point  fain;  la  puix  s^part^meut, 
il  pensa  qo'il  6taii  intitant  de  confilier  les  int^rets  (le  son  allie;  c'est  dans 
cette  vQf:  que  j'ai  6t6  envoy^  une  aeconde  foia  en  An^-leterre  k  la  deniande  du 

^Comte  d' Aranda,    Mes  inHtrueiions  portaienti  entre  autre^s,  le  passage  nuivant. 

nmt  il  est  posjfiblf!  qtte  les  minutrfs  Anglain  aitrciicnnent  It  Si\  de  Hay- 

dts  affaires  de  V Am^riquej  et  de  celtes  dea  Province-s-Utiis,  U  antMmcera 

,  quil  it  a  atam/ie  aiUorwafion  pour  les  traiter ,,     Au  rest©  il  u'importe 

ici  de  suivre  lea  dates,  Mes  instructions  portent  celle  du  15  Noy«?nibre,  1782. 
J*»rrivai  i  Londres  le  20  aa  soir.  J'avais  rencontr^  4  Calais  un  sous  Hecrfi- 
taire  d^^Uit  AnglaiSf  charg^  d'instructions  pour  Mr.  Oswald;  le  irait^  pro- 
▼isoire  entre  ce  pl^nipotentiaire  et  ceux  des  Etats-Unis  fut  sign6  le  trente  du 
mdme  mois  de  Novembre^  je  n'appris  cet  ^v6nemetit  inopind  que  par  le  Min- 
ister© Anglais  J  et  je  joins  ici,  sur  No.  5,  le  compte  que  jVn  rcndis  le  4  Xbre* 
Tandis  que  je  trunsinottais  cette  information  h  Monsieur  de  Vergennes,  ce  Min* 
istre  m"6crivait  de  son  cM  sur  le  mSme  objet  une  lettre  particulifere,  et  ©n^ 

Laaitc  une  lettre  officiellei  doatje  joins  6galemcut  ici  I'extrait,  smr  les  numdros 
ilit  7.  Voos  remarquorez  dans  la  premi^r^  ces  mots ;  *'  Vous  ne  voaa 
atic2  paSj  lorsque  vous  €tes  partly  que  la  n^gociation  des  Am^ncains  fut  k 
Bon  terme:  je  ne  fua  inform^  que  le  lendemaiu,  que  les  articles  6taient  con- 
venuSi  et  scraient  sign^s  le  meme  jour."     Votcij  Monsieur,  rexplieation  de 

^  cette  phrase.  Arriv6  k  Londres  le  20  Novetubre,  comrae  je  le  dit  plus  haut, 
je  ne  tardai  pas  k  entrer  en  conference  avec  les  Minlstres  Anglais  sur  les  af- 
faires do  TEspagnej  mais  lea  difficnlt^s  que  Je  rencontrai  me  parurent  6i 
graves,  et  si  compUqu6es,  que  je  me  d6terminai  k  revenir  k  Versailles,  pour 
expltquer  T^tat  des  choses,  et  demander  d'ult§rleurea  instructions,  J'arrivai  k 
Versailles  le  28  9bre,  je  paasai  la  journ6e  avec  le  Comte  tTArajida;  je  re- 
partis  le  21)  pour  Londres,  oh  je  fus  de  retour  le  3  Xbre. 

En  venant^  j'avais  requ  ik  bord  de  mon  paquebot  M.  Laurens  qui  vcnait  k 
Paris  J  pendant  toute  la  traverefee,  ce  Comraissaire  Am^ricain  se  tint  sur  la 
grande  reserve  vis*il*vi8  de  moi.    Mon  retour  k  Londres  ^tait  d^autj 
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plus  ifistftnt  qn^on  attendatt  pour  decider  u  le  Roi  d^Angleterre.  k  la  retttiie 
du  parlemonl,  annoncerait  des  esp^ranc^s  de  paix,  on  la  n^C€S»it<*  do  cotii inner 
]a  gnerre.  C*cat  le  lendemain  de  raon  nstour  qu'arriva  la  nouvelle  de  la  higna- 
ture  du  traitS  Am6ncaln,  et  c^est  le  lendeinain  de  tnOD  depart  de  Yersaillcs 
qa^elle  a  eu  lieu* 

Je  ne  doh  pas  omettre  de  voaa  dire,  Monsieur^  que  Milord  Lansdowne,  chc% 
qui  j*^taU  4  rinsMhnt  oil  il  apprlt  cotte  signature^  me  dit^  que  c'Mait  an  loei- 
dent  qu'il  ne  concevait  pas^  et  qu^il  n'aurait  des  id^a*  nettes  k  cet  6gafd  quV 
pr^s  la  lecture  des  d6p6ches.  Jo  revis  ee  premier  Minintre  le  lendcmaiu^  et 
U  me  dit  que  le  traits  dotil  il  s*agtt  arait  fait  la  plus  vire  aensiitian  sur  le 
conaeil;  qu*il  avait  retournfi  les  eaprits;  que  les  dispouitionf*  aelucUes  etateoi 
pour  la  conlinuatiou  de  la  guerre,  et  utie  coalition  atec  let  AnUrk^ains ;  qu« 
c^^tait  \h.  le  eentiment  de  tous  les  membres  du  conaell  k  rexceptioti  de  lui  et 
de  Milord  Grantbam ;  et  que  ce  aeotiment  scrait  sans  doute  6tay6  par  tout 
lea  enneraia  du  minist^re;  que  toutefoia  il  serait  dd^le  ^  ses  principei.  11 
m'asfiura,  de  plus,  que  la  ngnaturt  pricipitif^  faite  fl  tfon  itts0i^  ft  r^iHmtt  fet 
conditions  tsc€tgirieM^  Haienf  fejfet  (Vune  infriijuc  qui  avait  la  coniinuatitm  dt 
la  ijuerte  pour  obJ€t :  mats  qiCil  ^taitforc^  de  d iJisimuler. 

Je  pense^  Monsieur^  que  toua  ces  details  aont  plui)  que  auffiiiiiUA  |M>iir  ¥Oti 
convaincre  que  le  MiuiiJi5re  Franqais  n'a  point  clierch§  k  nuire  aux  int6rita 
des  Ktata-Unis;  qu'il  u^a  fait  ui  d-marches  ui  iiisinualiona  quelconques  pcntr 
eiitraver  les  n^gociations  dea  Commissaires  du  Congrfes'^  que  je  fi'ai  p«a^ti 
envoj^  dans  cetto  rue  eu  Angleterre  ;  que  si,  ce  que  nous  avious  igtiorf,  et 
ce  que  nous  ne  pouvion*  pr^sumer^  ils  ont  eu  Vinteution  d'empi^ter  «ur  notre 
pfichei  uoua  ne  Pav^ons  appris  que  par  le  Miuiatere  Anglais^  et  que  s'ila  oot 
^chou6  k  cet  ^gard^  eomme  cela  dcvait  dtre,  c'a  6t6  uniquement  par  le  fait  de 
oe  m@me  Miaist^re. 

Je  borne  lii,  mes  r^flexions^  parce  quVlles  vous  auffiront  sfirement  pour  ap- 
pricier  lea  agsertiotiB  faitea  en  Am^riquei  poor  en  aentir  touted  le^  mal ad  reuses 
(pour  ne  rieu  dire  de  plus.)  J'ajouterai  aeulemorit  la  remarque  stuivante,'— 
tioua  nWiona  aucun  iut^»r6t  k  empficher  lea  Am^ricninsde  pficher  concurrem- 
metit  arec  les  Anglais.  Bouc^  il  n'eat  paa  vraisemblable  que  nous  ayons  fait 
des  efforts  pour  lea  priver  do  cet  a  vantage  ]  et  quand  me  me  le  Minist^re  Fraa- 
^ais  eut  ou  uue  pareille  intention,  il  n^auniit  pas  &it  assez  gauche  pour  la 
coufier  aux  Miniatrea  Anglais;  car  il  leur  aurait  doand  par  Ik  des  armes  coa^ 
tre  lui,  et  ila  en  auraient  probablement  abus6. 

Au  surplus,  il  est  possible  que  les  perHonnes  qui  4tait  k  la  tC*te  de  Tintrigui, 
dont  m'a  parl6  Milord  Lausdowne^  aient  suppose  ces  mSmes  insinuationa 
pour  trompcr  et  6garcr  lea  pl6nipotentiaires  Am6rieains  j  et  dans  ce  cas,  oe««t-d 
auratcni  compl6tement  donnd  dans  te  pi6ge.  je  yous  prie  de  rematqoer 
que  c^est  immfediatement  aprfen  rarrivde  de  Monsieur  Laurens  k  Paris  qu<*  la 
signature  du  traits  eut  beu;  combiner  avec  t*)Ut  cela  ce  que  dit  M.  d^  Ver^ 
gennes  dans  aa  lettre  particuli^re  da  7  Xbre,  et  ce  que  m*a  dii  Milord 
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downe.  Tj  ajoutcral  que  tos  commtssaires  auraient  montr^  plus  do  Bagncii^^ 
plus  do  pfin^tralion,  plus  de  prudence  en  ae  defiant  dea  insinuations  de  leur 
eonemi,  qu'en  i^oupqonnant  hk  droiture^  la  lojaut^^  et  les  bonnes  intentioos 
bieo  ^pronv^es  d'un  ftlli6, 

Jc  terraine^  Mon-sieur,  cette  longue  lettre  par  un  ohjct  qui  m^est  exclusive- 
meni  personaeL    Jo  vetrx  parlcr  de  la  iiaingatioti  du  MUsisiiippi. 

Mr.  Jay  avait  ^.t&  charg6  d'entiinier  trne  ii6^ociatioii  avec  M.  Le  Comte 
d^Arauda  relative ment  aux  liinites  dos  Floride^  et  de  la  Loiusiana^  mais  ced 
deux  pl^uipoteotiairea  ue  parent  point  s'enteiidre,  parce  que  h;  premier  voulait 
porter  lei  lirnites  des  £tata-TJiua  ju8qu*aa  Miaaiasippi,  et  le  second  pr^ten- 
dait  porter  lo»  limites  Estpagnoles  jusqu'aax  Irouii^nM  deti  Etata-Uuis,  lb  me 
choisirunt  pour  lea  rapproeher,  et  je  leur  dotiaal  mon  avih  par  6enU 

J*6tablis,  d'apr^jj  des  preuves  positives,  que  lea  pajrs  sur  lesquels  portait  la 
contest&tioQ  ^taiect  occup^s  par  des  horded  aauvages,  qui  iravaient  jamaia 
leconna  la  souveraiDet6  ni  de  FEspa^ae,  ni  de  TAn^leterre ;  d'oii  il  r^sultait 
que  cos  m^moi?  poaples  ^taient  ind^»pendaiits ;  que  par  consequent,  la  dispute 
entre  lea  deux  u^^ociateurs  6tait  sans  objeL  Jo  proposal  cependant  une 
ligue  dc  d^iuarcatioii  ^ventaelle^  poar  le  caa  oik  les  deux  6tat8  feraieot  dea 
coaqu^tes  sur  les  sauvages* 

Lfis  deux  pl6nipotetUiaires  adopUrent  nwn  avis;  et  je  suis  bieo  iuformd,  le 
Congr^s  S'en  e.9t  moutr^  saLisfait,  malgr^  Taspect  iosidieux  sous  lequnl  il  lui 
avail  6t^  pr6sent6.  Je  dois  ajouter  qu'apr^s  avoir  remis  mon  avis  &  M.  Lo 
Comte  d' Arandn,  ainsi  qu*^  M.  Jay,  je  dis  k  I'un  et  h  I'autre  que  le  moyen  le 
plus  slmplo,  solon  moi,  serai t  que  V Espagnc  oucrit  U  Misnis^ippi^  et  fit  un  port 
franc  &  la  Nouvelle  Orleans.  Man  id6e  fut  gout^e,  mais  elle  n'eut  aucone 
suite,  Je  dois  ajouter  enfiu  quo  j'avaia  communiqu6  mou  travail  i  M.  Jay, 
avant  de  le  rernettre  ii  Tambassadeur  d^Espagne,  et  qu*il  convint  avec  mui  de 
sa  justice  ct  de  sa  soliditd* 

J^ai  rhouueur  d^etre,  avec  la  pi  as  parfaite  consid^ratioiiy  Monsieur,  votre  tr^s 
liumble  et  tr^a  ob^lssaut  serviteari 

BAYNEVAL. 


FaUraU  du  Bappori  de  Ba^eml  d%i  28  Septembre,  1782, 

No,  1.  Aprls  ce  pr^ambule  nous  en  sommes  venus  aux  propositions  remi- 
ses par  M.  de  Orasse.  Milord  m*a,  dit  qu'il  ti'avait  fait  aucuue  ouverture 
forraelle  h.  cet  officier  g6ndral ;  qu'ils  Hraient  cauw^  ensemble  sur  ta  guerre 
et  la  paix;  que  duns  la  cours  de  la  eouversation  milord  a  dit  qu'il  avait 
toujoura  M  cuntraire  k  rind^pendunce,  mais  qu'il  sentait  ia  u^cessitd  de 
cMer^  et  que  cet  objet  pt^urrait  §tre  r6gl6  sans  oonditioii* 

Jerepris  Jk  lademande  de  Milord  Shelbourne  le  papier  renfermant  lea  pro* 
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positioQS  remises  par  H.  de  Orasse,  ot  nous  tea  repass^mes  et  discatame$y  rone 
lipids  I'atttre. 

I  .  L'ind^pendnnce:  «et  article  eat  convcnuj  0  aera  sans  restriction, 

2",  La  pt'cht)  dc  Terre-Neuve,  J'ai  expliqu6  notre  sjst^me  k  Milord  Sbel- 
banie.  Jc  lui  ai  dit  qae  jainam  nons  ti'ttvions  M  d'accord  avec  TAogleterre, 
tii  flor  la  ooncorrence^  ui  Biir  la  position  da  pointe  riche;  qti*il  conveoaii  de 
trancber  stir  les  deux  difficult^s  en  faisant  tin  nouve!  arran^emetit,  selon  lequ^l 
chaque  nation  p^cberait  exclusivetui^iiL  dans  la  parti<?  qui  lui  ^eratt  a&fignie. 
Milord  a  adopts  mon  principe  \  mais  la  diacnssion  approfondie  dc  la  question 
a  M  renvoy6e  jusqu'aprfes  I'exainen  de  la  carte,  hh  converaation  a  At^  it^ 
prise.  Elle  a  commence  par  Tfrre-Neuve.  Nous  avona  pris  unc  carta  df 
cetto  Isle:  J*ai  de  nouveaii  e?cpliqu6  lea  faita  et  lea  prtncipeg  rclatifs  k  la 
p@che.  J'ai  indiqu§  k  Milord  ShelburDe  ce  que  nous  iroulioua  sacrifier,  el 
ce  que  nous  demand iona  en  ^change,  en  portanl  ce  demior  objet  jnsqu'nu  cap 
Mai.  Milord  Sbelbume  a  persist^  dans  Tareu  do  la  justice  et  do  la  n^ctss* 
gitfe  de  notre  principe ;  il  est  convenu  %alement  qu'il  fallait  onblior  la  dis- 
cussion sur  pointe  ricbe,  et  faire  un  arrangement  ej!  Oiqao  et  bonn:  maU  il 
m^a  observe  qu^il  y  avait  des  6tab]issenientfi  ik  Touest  de  Cap  Mat^  et  que  sans 
doQte  nous  n'eu  pr^tendions  paa  la  cession.  Le  Ministre  a  fini  par  dire  qti'il 
ne  ferait  pas  difEcuU6  de  nous  abandonner  jusqu^au  Cap  Raye.  Get  articla 
diseut^  pour  ce  qui  noua  regard e,  Milord  m*a  dit  que  sans  doute  les  Am^ri- 
cains  formeraient  augsi  des  pretentions  h  lo  p^cbe;  maia  quUl  e^p^rait  qii«  lo 
Roi  ne  lea  appuyerait  pas.  J*ai  r^pondn  que  j'if  norais  lea  vuea  du  Congr^ 
Bur  I'objet  en  question^  mais  que  je  croyais  pouvoir  dire  que  le  Roi  ue  pni>t^ 
gerait  jamais  des  detnandes  irijustes:  que  je  ne  pouvaia  paa  ju^er,  si  cellet 
des  Am^ricains  ^taient  dans  ce  c&s ;  que  d'ailleurs  j'^taia  sans  autorisation  i 
leur  t'gard* 

Plus  bas:  Est  venu  eofin  Taiiicle  d'Am6rique.  Milord  Sbelbume  a  pr^TH 
qu*ils  anraient  beaucnup  de  difficult^  avec  lea  Am^ricaius,  taut  par  rapport 
aux  limiteSt  que  par  rapport  h  la  p^clie  de  Terre-Neuve.  Mais  il  esp^re  que 
le  Roi  ne  les  j^outiendra  pus  daus  leurs  dcmandes;.  J'ai  r^pondu  que  je  ne 
doutais  pas  rempressemeut  du  Roi  k  fa  ire  ce  qui  d6pendra  de  lui  pour  enga- 
ger les  Am^xicaina  k  se  contenir  dans  lea  borues  de  la  justice  et  de  la  raisoa; 
et  Milord  ay  ant  d6sir6  aavoir  ce  quo  je  pcnsaia  de  leurs  pr6tention8,  j*ai  r^ 
pondti  quo  j'ignorais  celles  relatives  ti  la  pSche,  mais  que  teller  qu'elle^  pui»- 
sent  €tre,  il  me  semblait  qu'il  y  avait  nn  principe  sdr,  k  auivre  swr  celte  ma- 
tibre,  savoir:  que  la  pGche  en  haute  mer  est  res  nnUiux,  et  que  la  p^he  tur 
les  c&tea  appartiont  de  droit  aux  propri^taires  des  cOtes,  d  moins  de  d^rwfa* 
liofUt  fondies  sur  d^$  conventions  ou  ifur  la  posatJttwn, 

Quant  k  r6tendue  des  limites,  j^ai  8uppos6  que  le*i  Am^ricaina  la  puisc- 
raieot  dana  leurs  chartes  j  et  la  discussion  n'a  paa  6t6  plus  loin,  parce  qu'il  oe 
m'appartenait  ni  de  soutenir  ni  ni  d'anfiantir  la  pretention  Am^ric^ine^ 
J^ai  seulenicnt  ajout^:   que  le  Miniature  Anglais 
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trouver  dans  lea  n^gotiattona  de  1754,  rektlvea  k  t'Ohio^  lea  limitcs  que  FAii* 
gleterrei  ftlora  aouveraine  de  rAm^nqne,  croyait  devoir  leuF  osaigiier. 


No*  2, —  Observations  mtr  h  pmjet  tVartirlrj  prilhniimirtt  propoi^  d  la  cow 
dt  Londres,  le  15  96rt?,  1782. 
L^objet  esflentiel  dea  dmix  cours  dans  lea  nouveaux  arrAtigGmeata  qti'ellea 
feront  poor  In  p§che  de  Terrc-Neuve,  sem  de  pr^venir  les  qtiefelles  joama- 
li^res  anxquelles  la  concurrence  a  donn^  li«u.  CVst  ponr  remplir  cet  objet 
que  le  Roi  a  propo.H6  le  sacrifice  de  la  pSolie  d<>puid  le  Gap  Buoua vista  jus 
qu^au  Cap  St.  Jean,  et  que  sa  Majesty  a  demand^  qu*en  HuiTaot  I'ejipnt  du 
traits  d'Utrecbtp  les  deux  nations  pfichaaaent  exclaalvemeni  snr  lea  parties  de 
c^te  que  le  futnr  traits  lenr  af?si|rnerft.  Le  Rai  regardera  cettc  flatitnde]  ex- 
cluaive  cotnme  suffiitainrapnt  t-tabHe  par  Fiirlicli?  3,  et  S*  M,  d^^clnrc  qu'elle 
B^en  contentera^  bien  entendii  que  S,  M.  le  Roi  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  lui 
donuera  rassutanoe  positive,  qu'il  prendra  ha  raesurea  les  plus  officiices  ponr 
proven i r  lej3  entreprises  do  aea  sujets  an  pi^judicede  [latitiidf^j  exclusive,  et 
pour  ddtruire  lea  ^tablisaeraents  s^dentaircs  qui  poorraient  se  trouver  aur  lea 
cdtes  assignees  aux  Francjaia.  Quant  t\  la  clause  que  lea  Fmnqais  joniront  d© 
la  p&ehe  comme  \h  en  out  joni  ou  de  jouir  en  vertii  du  traits  d' Utrecbf,,  il  en 
r6sulle  qu'ils  continucront  d'avoir  le  droit  de  conper  les  boia  u^cessairea  pour 
leure  ^chafauda,  et  pour  la  repartition  de  leur  bdtimnnts;  qii'iU  aiimit^fii  Aj/ulc- 
ment  le  droit  de  faire  6ohouer  leurs  bfttimenta  tluraut  Tblver,  di?  uiottre  I0 
snperdu  de  leur  sel  en  sdretS,  ot  de  prolonger  leur  p#ehe  auasi  longtempa  qno 
la  Mkison  le  permettra. 


Eq  r^ponsG  aux  articles  proposes  au  nom  de  S.  Maje.st6  tr6s  cliKuienno  par 
M»  Le  Corate  de  Vergennea,  de  5  Sbre,  1782,  pour  servir  de  baae  i\  la  futiue 
piLcification  cntre  les  couronnes  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  de  Knmce,  le  Roi 
propose  rexpbeatioQ  saivantc  de  sea  inteuiions  aur  lea  diia  article^s. 

Art  ler, — Tsrr^Nemfe. 

Pour  prfevenir  lea  inconv^nieuts  et  les  disputea  qui  ae  sent  souvctit  raal- 
Heureuaement  ^lev^es  entre  les>  pSchenrs  Anglais  et  Fran<jai8  sur  lea  cOtes  do 
riale  de  Terre-Neuve,  le  Roi  croit  qn'une  extension  de  eette  partio  de  la  cOta 
accord^e  aux  p§cheur9  Francjaia  par  lea  Trait^a  c'Utrecht,  d'Aix-la-Cbnp^lle, 
et  de  Parifij  pr^viendrait  h  I'avenir  de  monies  disputes. 

D'autant  plus  que  Sa  Majesty  a^ooga^e  h  emp^cher,  par  lea  ordres  les  plus 
positifa,  sea  sujeta  d^interrompre,  de  quelque  fuQon  que  ce  soit^  les  pecheurs 
Franqaia. 

Lea  sujeta  Fran9aia  aoront  done  le  droit  depuis  le  Cap  St  Jean  paaaant  par 
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lo  Nord,  jusqu^au  Cap  St.  George,  aJtud  par  enTiron  48  degi^s  daUttttid*<ep»^ 
tentrioniilCf  loqacl  Cap  forme  Textr^iiLit^  Beptenirionale  de  la  Baje  de  St 
George. 

Lcs  pScheiirs  Fran<jais  jouiront  de  eette  p6che,  comme  Us  out  droit  d*qii 
jouir  par  lu  Traits  d'Utrechty  sans  toutefob  hivenier  atir  Flale  de  Terre-K«UTe» 


Ripome  an  mimoire  dt  la  Cour  de  Jjondren  du  21  86fic,  1782, 

Le  Eoi  et  le  Roi  de  la  Grande  Brctagoe  f  tant  d'aecord  siir  Ie§  principM 
qui  doivent  scrvir  de  base  &  la  iiiture  pacificalioa,  S,  Majesty  propose  les  aft^ 
c\m  pr{*liminatres  auivants. 

l*.  S.  Majesty  le  Roi  do  la  Grande  Bretagiie  consenrera  la  propriM  d<? 
risk  de  T».'rr«*Neuve  et  des  lales  adjacentes,  ainai  que  le  tout  Ini  a  M  'A  it' 
par  rarticlo  13  du  Traill  d' Utrecht,  saiif  lea  exceptiona  stipul^es  par  I'arrT  i 
4  du  pr^iiCDt  Traitfe. 

2".  S.  Majesty  le  Roi  de  France  pour  pr^venir  les  querelles  qui  out  cq  lieu 
jiisqu^t  pr^'aont  etitre  lea  deux  nations,  Franqaiae  et  Anglai»*ej  renmice  an 
droit  dr  \i^che  qui  lui  appartient  en  verttj  de  Farticle  13,  suadit,  da  Trait£ 
dXTtreeht,  dcpuia  le  Cap  de  B uona vista  jiisqu 'an  Cap  St,  Jean,  siiti^  Bur  In  cAle 
orientaKt  de  Torre  Neuvej  par  lea  50  degr{'a  de  latitude;  au  rooten  de  qttoi  U 
piche  Francjaise  commencera  an  dit  Cap  St.  Jean,  pasRera  par  lo  Nord,  el  de- 
scendant par  la  cOte  occidentale  de  Tlale  de  Terre-Neave,  aura  pour  limited 
Tendroit  appel6  Cap  Raye,  situ6  an  47e  degr6  50  minutes  de  latitude. 

3*.  Lea  p&cheurs  Franeais  jouiront  de  la  p^che  qui  leur  est  assign^  por 
Viirtirle  pr^e^dent  comme  ils  ont  droit  d'en  jouir  en  vertu  da  TraitiS  d'Utrecbt  j  , 
et  S.  Majesty  RritAnnique  a'eno^nge  h  emp^eher  acs  sujeta  par  lea  onirea  los 
plu3  positifB,  d^ioterrompre,  ni  de  g6ner  d«  quelque  fa^on  que  ee  soil  la 
p^clieura  Franqais,  Bien  entendu  qu'il  ne  aera  paa  permia  k  ceux  ci  d'hivprnpr 
aur  riale  de  Terre^Neuve. 


[No.  50  LoNDRia,  le  4  XUre.  17$J. 

MoTfsiEtTA, — ^'D  est  arrivfi  ici  tier  un  expr^s  do  Paris  avee  la  nouvelle  que 
les  articles  pr{<Uminaire8  entre  lej  Cooitnissaires  Anglais  et  Am^ricaina  out 
^t6  sign^'d  provimonellement  le  30  Obro,  J^ai  demands  k  Milord  (Inuitliaiii 
de  quelle  mani^rc  les  choscs  ^taientarrang^es,  et  it  m^a  r^pondn  que  TaflillrQ 
des  )imite4t  ^tait  r6g1^e  d*une  mnni^re  snti^fnisante  pour  les  Am^ricains;  qt 

Q^Vr     ^  -  ^    -*'=  *  - '-■'*  '"'  'Hfll&rfes,  pnrec  que  les  Coraroijwainst  Ami-  I 

ric  de  pouvoir,  k  regard  do  cet  article  f  que  Cf-  ( 

pill  -'n^rali?,    Le8  Am^ricatas  payeront  i 

ft'  , :s  auront  la  pecbe  concurrentc  atet 

>^aT({f  ct  ceux-ci  rauront  aur  celles  da  I 
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rAm^rique.  Milord  Grantham  m'a  confix  song  le  scean  du  aecret,  que  l*oa 
voulait  donnor  aux  Am^ricatns  la  pSchc  ooncurrento  avcc  nous;  maiA  qu*il 
s*y  eat  oppos6  avec  la  plus  grande  force,  ne  voulant  poa  enlever  k  la  France 
d^une  main  ce  qu^il  lui  assurait  de  Fautre/' 


.  6,]  VKBsi.iLLKs,  Ic  7  Xbre,  1782. 

^Vona  ne  vous  doutiez  pas,  Monsieur,  lorsqae  voua  ^tes  parti  que  la  n6go- 
ciation  dea  Am^ricaiuei  fQt  h  bod  terme*  Jc  ne  fus  inform^  que  le  lendoniain 
que  les  articles  ^taicnt  couTeuoB  et  aeraieut  sign^s  te  meme  joiir.  La  traduc- 
tion que  j 'en  joina  ici,  roe  dispense,  Monsieur,  d'entrer  en  detail  sur  lenr  coo- 
teno, — vous  j  remarquerez  que  les  Anglais  acb^tent  la  paix  pluU^t  qu'ila  ne 
^  la  font;  leura  concessions  tant  pour  hn  limitejn  que  le»  pet'heries  et  les  lojral- 
iatea  excfedent  toot  ce  qu'on  pouvait  croire  possible*  Quel  est  le  motif  qui  a 
pu  dieter  des  facilit^s  qu*on  pourrait  prendre  pour  uq  abandon?  Vous  Otes 
plus  k  port^e  que  moi  de  le  d^couvrir.  C'est  une  pom  me  de  discorde  qu'on 
vonlait  jcter  dans  FalliaQce,  et  entre  nous,  que  los  Ara^^rtcaina  se  sout  pas 
tpop  presses  de  ramasser*  Ce  aont  d'bonniHes  gens,  mais  ila  pr^sument  trop 
de  leurnlu mitres,  et  ils  n^oni  pas  aasez  d'exp^rieoce  pour  dbmCler  les  pii'tgea 
qu^on  tend  k  leur  cr^dulit^.  Je  crains  la  sensation  que  lea  eondittona  arr@t^ea 
vont  faire  en  Amdrique,  si  notre  n^gociation  vient  k  se  rorapre.  Comment 
suader  k  un  peuple-Kot|  qui  ne  aoupire  quVipr^a  lea  douceurs  de  la  paix, 
fde  «*en  sevrer  pour  servir  des  int^reta  Strangers  j  ils  lui  paraitraient  bieu  plus 
[Strangers  encore  quand  il  saura  que  ce  sont  ceux  de  TEspagtie  qui  op^rcut  la 
continuation  de  la  guerre;  une  puissance  qui  n'a  rien  voulu  faire  pour  lui, 
paa  mfime  lui  donner  un  aigne  de  bonne  voloni^.'* 


[No.  7.]  VEttSAJLLKiJ,  le  13  Xbre,  1782, 

"La  lecture  des  articles  pr^Umioaires  des  Am^ricains,  vous  aura  fait  con- 
liattre^  Monsieur,  Timportauce  dont  il  est  que  cette  declaration  soit  exempte 
d*anib)guit6  par  rap|H3rt  k  Texercise  exclusif  de  notre  droit  de  pt^clie.  Les 
Am6ncains  ucqu^rant  celui  de  pScher  partout  concurremmont  aTcc  les  An- 
glais, il  ne  faut  pas  leur  laisser  occasion  ni  pr^texte  de  nous  troublerj  car  ils 
aeraieut  bien  port6s  ks'en  pr^valoirj  il  ne  Font  mcmc  pas  disKirauI^*  lursqu'on 
a  diseut^  avec  eux,  la  redaction  de  cet  article.  Lord  Grantham  m'a  fait  dire 
qo^il  ne  Tavait  motive  ainsi,  que  pour  mieux  assurer  notre  droit;  c'est  une 
aifion  d^esp^rer  qu*il  se  prfitera  k  F^claircir  convenablement.  T^moignez  lui 
d*aTBiie6,  je  voua  pne,  ma  3ensibilit6  k  ce  boo  proc^dd/' 
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[Translation.] 

pAAta^  l4Ui  Norember,  17a5, 

Sm, — I  have  received  the  letter  which  yon  have  done  me  tlie  honor  to  wriie 
to  me  on  ihe  30th  of  last  month.  I  urn  flattered  beyond  meajiure  with  the 
mark  of  confidence  which  you  are  pleaded  to  place  in  me  j  and  I  believe  that 
I  cannot  better  reciprocate  it  than  by  transmitting  to  yon,  with  the  utmost 
exactness,  the  explanations  which  you  ask  of  me.  I  am  so  mach  the  more 
enabled  to  satisfy  you  that  the  facts  in  question  arc  to  me,  to  some  extenii 
personal;  and  it  is  my  duty  to  do  ao^  since  the  Ministry,  with  which  I  sh&red 
them,  no  longer  exists  j  moreover,  it  is  a  debt  whir/h  I  hasten  to  dischaE^e  to- 
wards my  country,  which  men  have  sought  to  calumniate^  with  ftn  inteot 
whieb  it  is  not  dillicnlt  to  fathom. 

Your  tetter^  sir,  contains  the  following  passage: 

'*  You  know  that  the  American  Miuiatera  have  signed  a  provisional  trmHf 
with  thosie  of  England^  without  tbc  knowledge  of  the  French  Cabinet,  ami 
contrary  to  tlie  instructions  which  they  had  from  the  Congress,  which  treaty 
was  not  to  have  it^  effect  until  a  treaty  should  have  been  concluded  bei«««Q 
Fr&n&e  and  England.  As  it  was  sought  to  ascertain  the  reasons  for  this  step^ 
it  was  said,  according  to  what  I  have  oflen  understood,  that  France,  evineiag 
indiflTeronco  npon  several  points  relating  to  omr  claims  towards  Eugland^  then 
discussed  by  our  Ministers,  had  even  espoused  the  cause  of  that  puwer  agauiil 
UH,  by  endeavoring  to  set  aaide  our  claims  in  reference  to  finhing,  to  boundi- 
riea,  and  to  the  Mississippi;  and  tlmt  she  had  sent  yon  to  England  for  the 
express  purpose  of  confirming  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  in  his  opposition  to 
our  demands  upon  these  points,  which  mission  you  fulGHed  in  the  eourse  of 
the  personal  conferences  which  you  have  had  with  that  Minister:  and,  after 
all,  that  if  our  negotiators  have  succeeded  upon  the  points  which  1  have  Jo«t 
named,  they  owed  their  success  to  the  liberal  policy  of  England,  who,  by  re- 
jecting the  counsels  of  France,  has  prt^ferred  to  grant  us  our  demiuidi| 
whereas,  well  informed  as  she  was  of  the  wishes  of  France  in  that  respect,  die 
might  have  declined  doing  so ;  and  also  to  their  own  skill  in  diseavering  wa4 
counteracting  the  intrigues  of  the  French  Government,  by  concluding  ihi 
treaty  in  the  manner  and  under  the  conditions  already  cited,"  &c. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  facts  respecting  which  you  ask  explanationa  of  me,  and 
the  following  m  ray  answer: 

You  will  surtily  recollect  that,  In  tlie  naval  engagement  which  took  place  in 


pri                    .|d 

he  West  Indies,  off  r>-"'^ 

ariiAiil^d.  Thi 

«i'"    Mr.  de  Grasse,  being  ma4e 

liad  some  cottvcrsaiintia  with 

•  plember^   17H2,  he 

hitD)  aad  h« 

vi'riurea  of  peace  to 
^vh^h,  he  said,  had  hctA 
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proposed  to  him.  Tbia  annouD cement  caused  much  afltonishment,  and  they 
were  not  without  mistrust  as  to  the  correctnens  of  the  report.  Nevertheless, 
it  was  deemed  proper  to  aacertaio  the  I'lkcis,  and  it  was  determined  upon  to 
send  me  secretij  to  England  for  that  purpose.  My  instructions  were  as  plain 
aa  laconic;  thej  elated  that  I  was  to  ask  the  avowal  or  disavowal  of  the  note 
delivered  bj  Mr.  de  Grasae« 

No.  L  The  firat  article  of  this  note  bad  refcreuce  to  the  indepeudeuce  of 
America.  I  add  hereunto  an  extract  from  the  report  which  I  made  on  my  re- 
turn. It  contains  word  for  word  wliat  wns  said  with  respect  to  American 
affiiirs;  it  was  made  at  the  end  of  the  month  of  September,  1782.  In  it  you 
will  find :  First,  that  the  fundamental  article  of  my  instructions  related  to  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  and  that  notbing  was  prescribed  me  in 
reference  to  the  other  conditions  to  be  agreed  upon  with  ibe  Amcrieaa  Com- 
missioners. Secondly,  that  I  have  not  given  rise  to  any  conversation,  any 
discussion,  upon  this  subject,  and  that^  when  the  Engbiib  Minister  spoke  of  it, 
of  his  own  accord,  1  have  confined  myself  to  my  ignorance  of  it,  and  to  my 
want  of  authority.  Thirdly,  that  in  the  opinioua  which  I  have  expressed,  / 
have  Muataitied  rather  th4in  wcaktfwd  tht.  thmands  of  the  American  Commis- 
siofiers.  I  deem  it  proper  to  observe  that  the  language  which  I  have  held 
with  regard  to  American  affairs,  1  liave  likewise  held  with  regard  to  those  of 
Spain,  because  I  was  equally  without  authority  from  that  power. 

After  my  return  to  France,  the  negotiations  resumed  all  their  activity  as  to 
what  related  to  France.  I  add  hereunto,  under  Nos.  2^  .^,  and  4,  extracts 
from  the  papers  relating  to  the  Newfoundland  fisheries.  You  will  not  find  in 
Ihem,  sir,  a  single  word  which  relates  in  the  least  manner  to  the  interests  of 
the  United  States.  For  the  due  undcrstandiog  of  iht^se  papers,  I  think  it  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  give  you  the  following  explanation : 

By  tho  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  (1713,)  France  ceded  the  Island  of  Newfound- 
land to  England  J  but  she  reserved  the  fishery  to  herself,  and  this  transfer  waa 
confirmed  by  the  Treaties  of  Aix-laChapelle,  (1748,)  and  of  Paris,  (1763.) 
We  have  invariably  looked  upon  our  right  to  the  fisheries  as  exclusive,  in  such 
places  aa  were  assigned  to  us,  and  we  have  made  comphiints  whenever  the 
English  fishermen  came  into  competition  with  our  own  :  thence  urose,  inces- 
BBntly,  discussions,  contentions,  and  quarrels,  betweeti  live  two  nations;  our 
remonstrances  were  frequent,  and  they  were  always  unavailing.  We  have 
thought  it  proper  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  circumstances  of  the  war  of  1778, 
to  solve  the  difficulty;  we  have,  from  the  beginning  of  the  negotiations,  set 
forth  in  a  precise  manner  our  exclusive  right,  and  the  peremptory  will  to  main- 
tftinit. 

But  seeing  the  difficulty  of  excluding  the  English  from  the  part  abounding 
AOBt  in  fish,  to  witi  that  situatt-d  between  Cape  St,  John  and  Cape  Buona- 
vista,  and  foreseeing  that  this  single  article  would  render  the  negotiations  uu> 
availing,  we  consented  to  a  new  partition ;  we  asked  for  the  exclusive  fishery 
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from  Cape  St  John  to  Cape  Raye:  and  thus  matters  were  settled.     I  must 

here  observe^  that  the  shores  which  have  been  assigned  ns  are  thos«  abound- 
ing  least  iu  fish  throughout  Americai  and  that  if  we  wore  satisfied  with  the 
same,  it  has  been  solelj  owing  to  a  desire  for  peace^  antl  witb  the  view  of 
making  it  fixm  and  lasting,  by  preventing  commingling,  aud  ihii^  ihe  qnar* 
Tela  of  the  fishermen  belonging  to  the  two  natious. 

I  now  return  to  my  subject:  Whilat  our  negotiation  progrcssctd,  tliat  of 
Spain  presented  the  greatest  difficulties ;  and  the  King^  being  nnwiUing  to 
make  peace  separately^  thought  that  it  was  urgent  lo  conciliate  the  iuterpsla 
of  his  ally  f  it  was  with  this  view  that  I  waJ!i  sent  a  securnl  linio  ti>  KnglAod,  at 
the  request  of  the  Count  of  Arauda.  My  inatrtictions  »*oiitaincdj  atnoflg 
otherS|  the  toilowiug  passage :  As  it  w  possible  that  the  Enr/lisk  Mirdsttn 
may  confer  with  Mr,  de  Rai/neval  r^j^pecUnff  the  tiffairn  of  Ameri<aj  and  tkoie 
of  iht  United  Provinces ^  he  will  announce  that  he  has  no  attihoriij/  ta  trmi 
upon  them.  .***..«  In  addition^  it  is  unimportant  here  to  follow  dates*  My 
instructions  Ijear  that  of  the  15th  of  November,  1782*  I  arrived  at  London 
on  the  20th|  at  night.  1  had  met  at  Calais  au  Euglisb  Under*8«^'relarj  of 
State,  beariiijjf  lujitnictioiM  to  Mr.  Onwald  j  the  provisional  treaty  belweeu  that 
pleniputi^niiury  and  those  of  the  Uaited  States  was  signed  on  ihe  tJilrtieth  of 
the  same  month  of  November  |  I  only  heard  of  this  unexpected  event  tbrongh 
the  Euglisb  Ministry;  aud  I  here  add,  marked  No.  5,  the  accouul  which  I 
gave  of  it  on  the  4tli  of  December. 

Whiliit  I  was  transmilting  this  information  to  M.  de  Vcrgcnnes,  iha[  Min- 
liter  was  himself  writing  a  private  letter  to  me  upou  the  same  subject^  and 
anbsequently  an  official  letter,  of  which  I  add  hereunto  extrocu,  marked  Nos, 
6  and  7.  You  will  note  in  the  first  one  these  words:  "You  did  not  suspect, 
when  you  took  your  departure,  that  the  negotiation  of  the  Americans  had  been 
concluded ;  it  was  only  on  the  following  day  that  I  was  informed  tliat  the  aiti- 
cles  had  been  agreed  upon^  and  would  be  signed  the  same  dayJ'  The  follow^ 
ingi  air,  is  the  t^xplanation  of  that  sentence:  Having  arrived  in  London  00 
the  20th  of  November,  as  I  stated  above^  I  was  not  long  in  entering  into  coo- 
ferenec  with  the  English  Ministers  touching  the  aflairs  of  Spain  ;  but  the  dif* 
ficulties  with  which  I  met  seemed  to  me  so  serious  and  complicated,  that  I  de- 
termined to  return  to  Versailles,  to  ex;plftin  the  state  of  things^  and  to  ask  far- 
ther instructions  J  I  arrived  at  Versailles  on  the  28th  November  j  I  spent  the 
day  with  (he  Count  of  Aranda ;  I  left-  again  for  Loudon  on  the  29th^  whert?  I 
was  back  again  on  the  3d  of  December. 

Whilst  on  my  way,  I  had  received  on  board  my  packet  Mr.  Laurens^  who 
was  coming  to  Paris  j  during  the  whole  voyage,  this  AmericaA  Commissioner 
stood  npon  the  strictest  reserve  towards  me.  My  return  to  London  was  the 
more  urgent,  that  they  were  waiting  to  decide  whether  the  King  of  England,  at 
the  reopening  of  Parliament,  would  announce  hopes  of  peace,  or  the  tn*ce«sift 
of  continuing  the  war.    It  was  on  the  day  afler  my  return  that  the  news  < 
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sigDttig  of  th^  American  Treaty  arriTed^  and  it  was  oa  tbo  day  after  my  do* 
partare  from  Versailles  thnt  it  took  place. 

I  must  not  omit  lo  tcl)  yon,  siry  that  Lord  Laixsdowne,  at  whose  hoaae  I  was 
at  the  time  he  was  informed  of'  this  signing^  said  to  me  that  it  was  an  iucl- 
detit  which  he  did  not  understand,  aod  that  be  could  have  no  clear  ideaa  in 
reference  thereto  until  after  reading  the  despatches.  I  again  saw  thij  first 
Miuigtcr  on  the  next  day,  and  he  said  to  me  ihat  the  treaty  in  qncj^tion  had 
created  the  most  lively  sensation  npon  the  Council ;  that  it  had  altered  their 
minds;  that  the  present  intentions  were  for  the  proRocution  of  the  war,  and  a 
coaliiion  with  the  Amerkani ;  that  such  wa:^  the  feeling  of  all  the  members 
gf  the  Conncil,  with  the  exception  of  himself  and  LoihI  Grantham;  and  that 
this  iVeling  would  without  donht  be  sustained  by  all  the  enemies  of  the  Atin- 
i«try ;  that,  howeser,  he  wonid  be  fnithfiil  to  his  principlca.  He  fnnhermore 
assured  me  that  thii  hasty  signitifff  entered  info  without  hiit  knowlcdfje^  and 
eapetialttf  the  exa^jfjeraied  condUhruf^  were  the  result  of  an  infrujue  which  had 
in  dew  the  continuation  of  (he  war;  but  that  he  trn^v  vompettcd  to  dijfifemble* 

I  think,  sir,  that  all  these  details  are  more  than  sufficient  to  convince  yon 
that  the  French  Ministry  haa  not  sought  to  injure  the  interesta  of  the  United 
States ;  thcit  it  has  taken  neither  steps  nor  made  insinuations  of  any  kind,  in 
order  to  impede  the  negotiations  of  the  Commissioners  of  Congress ;  that  1 
was  not  sent  to  England  for  that  purpose ;  that  if— of  which  we  were  ignorant- 
and  which  we  cunld  not  conjectiarti— they  have  intended  to  encroach  upon  our 
l^Hfishingt  we  have  only  learned  it  through  the  English  Ministry ;  and  that  if  they 
^^Imve  failed  in  that  respect,  as  this  ought  to  have  happened,  it  has  been  en- 
tirely through  the  act  of  that  same  Ministry. 
I  I  here  limit  my  observations  because  tliey  will  certainly  suffice  jfM  to  apprC" 

I  date  the  assertions  made  in  Amorica»  to  feel  all  their  awkward uess,  (to  say 
nothing  more.)  I  will  only  add  the  following  remark:  we  had  no  interest 
^^  whatever  in  preventing  the  Americans  fi'om  fishing  in  competition  with  the 
^■[English.  Therefore,  it  is  not  probable  that  we  have  exerted  ourselves  to  de- 
^^^  prive  them  of  that  advantage;  and  even  if  the  French  Ministry  should  have 
I  bad  such  an  intention^  it  would  not  have  been  simple  enough  to  confide  it  to 
^K  the  English  Ministers,  for  it  would  thus  have  furnished  them  with  arms  against 
^^  Itself,  and  they  probably  would  have  taken  advantage  of  it 

Besides,  it  m  possible  that  the  persons  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  intrigue 
of  which  Lord  Lansdowne  spoke  to  me  may  have  invented  these  same  insin- 
uations to  deceive  and  mislead  the  American  Plenipotentiaries;  and  in  that 
evtnt  these  would  have  fallen  completely  into  the  snare.  I  beg  you  to  observe, 
that  it  was  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens  in  Paris  that  the  sign- 
ing  of  the  Treaty  occurred;  put  all  this  together,  with  what  M.  de  Vergenne^ 
tells  roe  in  his  private  letter  of  the  7th  of  December,  and  what  Lord  Lans- 
downe has  told  me.  I  will  add  to  this  that  your  Commissioners  would  have 
shown  more  sagacity,  more  penetration,  more  prudence,  by  mistrusting  the 
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insinnatjons  of  their  enemy,  than  by  finspectiiig  tlie  npriglitncas,  loyal^,  snnl 
the  we11-tri<*d  good  intpntions  of  mi  Ally. 

I  roncltide,  sir,  this  louiT  letter  with  a  subject  which  is  exclusively  persotml 
to  me,     I  nlhidc  to  the  nA\'igatioTj  of  the  Missiissippi. 

Mr.  Jay  liad  been  instructed  to  opeu  *i  iiegotiatMin  with  llio  Coaiit  crf  AniTida 
in  reference  to  the  boundaries  of  the  Floridas  and  Louisiana;  bnt  ibe^  two 
Plenipotentiaries  were  uruible  to  agree  together,  because  the  first  desired  Ui 
extend  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  to  the  MiiUrtiPsippi,  and  the  second 
aasumed  to  extend  the  Spanish  boundaries  to  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 
They  Belected  me  to  reconcile  theni,  and  I  gave  ihem  my  advice  in  writing. 

I  established,  by  the  moat  positive  proofs,  that  the  countries  respecting  which 
the  controversy  had  been  raided  were  occupied  by  bands  of  savages,  who  hid 
never  ncknowledged  the  sovereignty  of  Spain,  nor  that  of  T'Ingland  j  from  which 
it  resulted  that  these  same  peoplea  were  independent;  that,  consequently,  the 
question  beviween  the  two  negotiators  waa  objectless.  I  proposed,  however^  a 
contingent  line  of  demarcation,  in  case  that  the  two  States  should  make  con- 
quests over  the  flavagea. 

The  imo  PlenipotenUariea  adopted  my  admcti  and,  I  am  well  informed^  the 
Congress  have  manifested  their  approbation  of  it,  notwithstandinjr  the  iDsidioiM 
view  ill  which  it  bad  been  prc^enttid  to  them*  I  must  atld,  tliat  after  having 
delivered  my  advice  to  the  Count  of  Aranda  hb  well  as  to  Mr.  Jay,  I  said  to 
both,  that  th*^  mo8t  simple  way,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  that  Sjtain  thatdd 
open  tht  MUniiinippij  and  make  a  free  port  at  New  Orleans.  My  idea  wni 
relished,  but  it  had  no  result  I  must  add,  finally,  that  I  had  eommunicfltcd 
my  work  to  Mr*  Jay  before  transmitting  It  to  the  Ambassador  of  Spain,  and 
that  he  concurred  with  me  as  to  its  justice  and  soundness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  consideration^  sir,  your  reiy 
humble  and  very  obedient  servftnt, 

RAYNEV.VL. 


Extract  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  De  Empteval  of  the  2Bth  September^  17S2. 

No.  1.  After  this  preamble  we  came  to  the  propositions  delivered  by  Mr. 
De  Grasse.  His  lordship  said  to  me  that  he  had  made  no  formal  overture  to 
that  general  officer;  that  they  had  conversed  upon  war  and  peace;  thai  ta 
the  course  of  the  conversation  his  lordship  said  that  he  had  ahvuys  been  op- 
posed to  the  independence,  but  that  be  felt  the  necessity  of  yielding,  nad  that 
this  matter  euuld  be  set! led  unconditionally* 

I  again  took  up,  at  the  request  of  Lord  Shelburnc,  the  paper  i^ 

the  propositions  delivered  by  Mr,  De  Grasse,  and  we  reviewed  aii  -i_ 

them,  one  after  the  other. 

Ist.  The  Independence ;  this  is  agreed  upon,  unconditionally. 
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2nd.  The  Newfoundland  fit^hery. 

I  expluined  our  system  to  Lord  Shelbume.  I  said  to  him  that  we  had 
never  o^eed  with  England,  either  as  to  the  eqnftlity  of  rijjht  or  the  aitnatioo 
of  the  most  productive  point;  that  it  waa  pro|>er  to  determine  upon  the  two 
diffictdtiea  by  making  a  new  arranguumnt,  according  to  which  each  nation 
would  fish  exclusively  in  that  locality  whkh  should  be  a^^signed  U>  it.  Hi*s 
lorddhip  adopted  my  priuci}ile;  Imt  the  laore  deep  diacusJsioii  was  deferred 
until  after  the  examination  of  the  chart.  The  convrrsatioti  was  renewed.  It 
commenced  witti  rejspect  to  Newfoundland.  W©  took  up  a  chart  of  that 
ialand ;  I  again  explained  the  facts  and  the  principles  in  relation  to  the  fish- 
ery. I  indicated  to  Lord  Shelburne  what  we  were  willing  to  yield»  and  what 
we  ajskcd  in  exchange,  by  carrying  this  last  object  as  far  as  Cape  May,  Lord 
Sbelburne  biill  continued  to  aduiit  the  justice  and  the  ncccjjsity  uf  our  pria- 
ciple;  it  wag  also  agreed  that  the  discussion  as  to  the  most  productive  point 
must  be  laid  aside,  and  to  make  au  arrangement  ex  cequo  ti  bono;  but  he  ob- 
served to  me  that  tliere  were  establishments  to  the  westward  of  Cape  May,  and 
that  uadoubtedly  we  did  not  preteml  to  their  cession.  The  Minister  finally 
fuiid  that  he  wnnltl  make  no  diHicully  in  yielding  to  ns  up  to  Cape  May.  This 
article  having  been  discussed  so  far  as  we  were  conccrniHl,  hia  lordship  said 
to  me  that  without  doubt  the  Americans  would  also  lay  claims  to  the  fishery  j 
but  that  he  hoped  that  the  King  would  not  encourage  them.  I  replied  that  I 
was  ignorant  of  the  xiaw^i  of  Congress  upon  the  matter  in  qnestion,  but  thai  I 
thonyht  I  could  say  the  King  would  never  protect  unjust  demands;  that  1 
could  not  form  an  opinion  ns  to  whether  those  of  the  Americans  were  auch^ 
aodf  besides  that,  1  had  no  authority  respecting  them. 

Babfiequently^  the  article  upon  America  was  tiiken  up.  Lord  Shelburno 
fbresAW  that  they  would  have  great  diHiculty  with  the  Americans^  botJi  with 
reBpect  to  the  Hmita  and  to  the  Newfoundland  fishery.  But  he  hopes  that 
the  King  will  not  support  them  in  their  demands.  I  replied  that  I  did  not 
doulH  of  the  readiness  of  the  King  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  induce  the  Amer- 
icans to  restrain  themselves  within  the  bounds  of  justice  iind  rcjisou;  and  his 
lordship  having  desired  to  know  what  I  thought  of  their  pretensions,  I  replied 
that  Ldiii  not  know  anything  as  to  those  relating  to  the  Jisherv,  but  that  what- 
ever they  might  be^  it  seemed  to  me  that  there  wajj  a  sure  principle  to  follow 
upon  this  matter^  namely :  that  fishing  upon  the  high  seas  is  res  nuUiux^  and 
that  fijshing  upon  the  cotists  belongs  of  right  to  the  proprietors  of  the  coasts, 
milcjis  thtrt  be  drt*0(/afioiift  fonmhd  itpon  ronvrnftons  or  xtpnn  ihf.  postseaston* 

As  to  the  extent  of  the  limits,  T  presumed  the  Americans  would  Ri»ek  it  from 
their  charts  j  and  the  discussion  went  no  further,  inasmuch  as  it  was  no  busi- 
nesB  of  mine  either  to  sustain  or  to  defeat  the  American  pretension^  ha^'ing  no 
knowledge  of  it.  I  merely  ndded,  that  the  English  Ministry- ought  to  find  from 
the  negotiations  of  1754,  relati\^e  to  the  Ohio,  the  limits  which  England,  then 
tho  sovereign  of  Amertca,  thought  she  oaght  to  assign  them. 
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^Vv.  2. — Remarks  upon  Ihe  project  of  i?ie  preliminary  articles  proposed  to  the 
Court  of  lAm/lony  on  this  15//*  of  November,  1782. 

The  main  object  of  the  two  Courts,  in  the  new  arrangements  which  thej 
will  make  respecting  the  NewfoinnUand  fishery,  shall  be  to  prevent  the  dailj 
quarrels  to  whirh  competitiun  haa  given  rise.  It  is  with  a  view  to  accomplish 
this  end  that  tin;  Ivin;^  has  proposed  the  sacrifice  of  the  fishery  from  Cape 
Buunavista  to  Cape  St.  John,  and  that  His  Majesty  has  asked  that,  following 
the  spirit  of  the  Treaty  of  Utreirht,  the  two  nations  should  fish  exclusively 
upon  sueh  parts  of  the  coast  as  the  futiire  treaty  shall  assign  to  them.  The 
King  will  consider  this  exclusive  [latitude]  as  sufficiently  established  by  arti- 
cle :»;  and  His  Majesty  declares  that  he  will  be  satisfied  therein-ith,  it  being 
fully  understo<Ml  that  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  will  give  him 
the  positive  assurance  that  he  will  take  the  most  eflicacious  measures  to  pre- 
vent the  enterprises  of  his  subjects  to  the  detriment  of  exclusive  latitude,  and 
to  destrov  the  permanent  establishments  which  might  be  found  upon  the  coasta 
assigned  to  the  French.  With  respect  to  the  clause  that  the  French  shall  en- 
joy the  fishery  as  they  have  enjoyed  it,  or  may  enjoy  it,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  there  results  therefrom  that  they  shall  continue  to  have  the  right 
to  cut  the  timber  ntM-essary  for  their  scatfoldings  and  for  the  refitting  of  their 
vessels;  that  they  should  also  have  the  right  to  haul  their  vessels  ashore  during 
the  winter,  to  secun;  the  salt  remaining  on  hand,  and  to  continue  their  fishery 
as  long  as  the  season  shall  permit. 


In  reply  to  tlu»  articles  proposed,  in  the  name  of  Ilis  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
by  the  Count  de  Vergenues,  on  the  oth  of  October,  1782,  to  servo  as  the  basis 
of  the  future  pacification  between  the  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
the  King  proposes  the  following  explanation  of  his  views  respecting  the  said 
articles : 

Article  First, — NeirfounJland. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  and  disputes  which  have  often  un- 
happily arisen  between  the  English  and  French  fishermen  upon  the  coast! 
of  the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  the  King  thinks  that  an  extension  of  that 
part  of  the  coast  allowed  to  French  fishermen  by  the  Treaties  of  Utrecht,  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  and  Paris,  would  hereafU'r  prevent  like  disputes. 

In  so  much  the  more  that  His  Majesty  binds  himself  to  prevent,  by  the  most 
positive  orders,  his  sul)j«;cts  from  interrupting,  in  any  manner,  the  French 
fishermen. 

The  French  subjects  will  therefore  have  this  right  from  Cape  St.  John, 
passing  northward,  to  Cape  St.  George,  situated  in  about  48  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  which  Cape  forms  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Bay  of  St.  George. 
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The  Freach  fishermen  ahall  eujoj  tliat  fisLerj,  as  tbej  have  the  riglit  to  en- 
joj  it  under  liio  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  without,  however,  wintering  upon  the 
Island  of  Newfoundland*  * 


Meplif  to  <Ae  memoriai  of  the  Court  of  Londtmj  of  the  2Ut  of  October,  1TS2. 

The  King,  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  having  agreed  upon  the  princi- 
ples which  are  to  serve  aa  a  basis  to  the  future  pacification,  His  Majesty  pro- 
poses the  following  preliminary  articles; 

First:  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  will  retain  the  owaer8hip  of 
the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  and  of  the  inland:*  adjacent,  in  the  aamc  man- 
ner as  tlie  wholo  has  been  ceded  to  him  by  article  13th  cjf  the  Treaty  of 
CTtrecht,  saving  the  exceptions  stipulated  by  article  4  of  the  present  Treaty, 

Seeottd:  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  France,  in  order  to  prevent  the  quarrels 
which  have  occurred  t:p  to  the  present  between  the  French  and  English  na- 
tions, renounces  the  right  to  the  fishery,  which  belongs  to  him  by  virtue  of 
article  13th,  aforesaid,  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  from  Cape  Bnonavinta  to 
Cape  St.  John,  situated  upoti  the  oaiftern  eoast  of  Newfuundliind,  in  latitude 
about  50  degrees;  by  means  of  which  the  French  fishery  will  begin  at  the 
said  Cape  St.  John,  shall  paas  northward,  and,  descending  by  the  western 
coast  of  the  Island  of  Nowfonndland,  will  have  for  it8  boondary  the  place 
called  Cape  Raye,  tiituated  m  latitude  47  degrees  50  minutes. 

Third:  The  French  fidhcrraen  shall  enjoy  the  fishery  which  is  assigned 
them  by  the  preceding  article  in  like  manner  as  they  have  the  right  to  enjoy 
it  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht;  and  ilia  Britannic  ilajesty  biudij  him- 
self to  prevent  his  subjects,  by  the  most  positive  orders,  from  interrupting  and 
embarrassing,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  the  French  fiaherrQeu — it  being 
well  understood  that  the  latter  will  not  be  permitted  to  winter  upon  the  Island 
of  Newfoundland. 


[No,  6.]  LoviJO.v,  4tli  Beeember,  1782. 

Sir, — "An  express  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Paris,  witii  the  news  that 
the  preliminary  articles  between  the  English  and  /imericau  Commissioners 
were  signed,  provisionally,  on  the  SOth  of  November,  I  have  asked  Lord 
Grantham  in  what  manner  matters  had  been  settled  j  he  replied  to  me  that 
the  matter  of  the  bonndariea  wa-<!  settled  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  the  Amer- 
icans; that  those  of  the  Loyalists  had  been  put  off,  because  the  American 
Commissioners  pleaded  exception  to  their  want  of  power  with  respect  to  thai 
article  J  that,  however,  a  general  amnesty  had  been  agi-eed  upon.  The  Amer- 
icans will  pay  the  debts  they  owe  in  England,  In  short,  they  will  be  entitled 
lo  the  joint  fishery  with  the  English  uf>on  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland*  and 
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the  latt<?r  will  be  entitled  to  it  upon  those  of  America.  Lord  Grantham  has 
confided  to  me,  under  injunctions  of  secrecy,  that  it  was  sought  to  give  the 
Americans  the  joint  fishery  with  us,  l^it  that  he  had  strenuously  opposed  it, 
not  being  willing  to  take  from  France  with  one  hand  what  he  secured  to  her 
with  tho  other." 


[No.  0.]  Versailles,  7th  December,  1782. 

"  You  did  not  suspect,  sir,  when  you  took  your  departure,  that  the  negotia- 
tion of  the  Americans  had  been  concluded.  I  was  only  informed  the  next 
day  that  the  articles  were  agreed  upon,  and  would  be  signed  the  same  day. 
The  translation  of  it,  which  I  annex  hereunto,  makes  it  unnecessary  for  me, 
sir,  to  go  into  details  as  to  their  contents, — you  will  there  perceive  that  the 
Knglish  purchase  rather  than  make  peace;  their  concessions,  both  as  to  bound- 
aries, as  to  the  fisheries,  and  the  loyalists,  exceed  all  that  could  be  thought 
possible.  What  is  the  motive  which  can  have  prompted  facilities,  which 
might  be  viewed  as  an  abandonment?  You  are  better  enabled  than  I  am  to 
discover  it.  It  is  an  apple  of  discord  which  it  was  desired  to  throw  into  the 
alliance,  and  between  us,  which  the  Americans  did  not  hasten  much  to  pick 
up.  They  are  honest  people,  but  they  presume  too  much  upon  their  intelli- 
gence, and  they  have  not  sufiicient  experience  to  unravel  the  snares  which  are 
spread  to  their  credulity.  I  fear  the  sensation  which  the  conditions  agreed 
upon  will  create  in  America  if  our  negotiation  should  be  broken  off.  How 
can  you  persuade  a  sovereign  people,  who  sign  only  for  the  blessings  of  peace, 
to  deprive  themselves  of  them  in  order  to  subserve  foreign  interests?  these 
will  appear  still  more  strange  to  them  when  they  shall  learn  that  the  interests 
of  Spain  are  those  which  cause  the  continuation  of  the  war— a  power  which 
has  been  unwilling  to  do  any  thing  for  them,  not  even  to  give  them  a  sign  of 
good  will." 


[No.  7.]  Versailles,  13th  December.  1782. 

"  The  perusal  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  the  Americans  will  have  ap- 
prised you,  sir,  of  the  importance  there  is  that  that  declaration  should  be  free 
from  ambiguity  concerning  the  exclusive  exercise  of  our  right  of  fishery. 
The  Americans,  by  acquiring  that  of  fishing  everywhere  conjointly  with  the 
English,  no  occasion  nor  pretext  must  be  left  them  to  disturb  us;  for  they 
would  be  very  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  it;  they  did  not  even  conceal  it 
when  the  drawing  up  of  that  article  was  discussed  with  them.  Lord  Grantham 
has  scut  me  word  that  he  had  only  thus  arranged  it  the  better  to  secure  our 
right ;  this  is  a  reason  for  hoping  that  he  will  be  disposed  to  properly  explain 
it.  Express  to  him  in  advance,  I  pray  you,  my  satisfaction  at  this  handsome 
conduct." 
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TO    ROBERT   G.    SCOTT. 

MOSTPELLIEa,    Oct  Gth,  1824. 

D**  Sir,— I  liave  just  received  your  letter  of  Sep^  27th,  iuviting 
me,  in  behalf  of  the  volunteers  of  the  State,  to  join  ihem  and 
other  citizens  at  York  town  on  the  19  th  iuBtant,  in  celebrating 
the  event  of  which  that  is  ilio  anniversary,  and  in  expressing 
the  gratitude  and  afleetion  due  to  General  La  Fayette,  whose 
presence,  with  all  tlie  recoUentionrf  awakened  by  it,  must  give  to 
the  oeeayion  a  peculiar  intereiit. 

I  am  very  scnt^ible  of  what  I  owe  to  tlic  volunteers  for  their 
kind  invitation;  and  sliooM  particularly  regret  the  circamstanccs 
which  disable  me  from  coai plying  with  it,  but  for  the  oppoi'tu- 
nity  in  pro.^pect  of  otherwise  shewing  how  my  feelings  are  in 
harmony  with  the  gratulations  every  where  poured  out  on  one 
who  baa  endeared  himself  to  the  American  people  by  such  dis- 
tinguished services;  and  entitled  himself  to  the  admiration  and 
gratitude  of  the  friends  of  liberty  every  where,  by  his  licroic  and 
equal  devotion  to  the  rights  of  man  and  the  order  of  society. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  the  expression  of  my  particular  re- 

BpCCtS. 


TO  JOHN   ADAMS,   MAYOR  OP  RICHMOND,   AND   OTHERS. 

MoMTPiLLiKE,  October  17,  1824* 

Gentlemen, — T  received  hy  the  lust  nmil  your  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  inviting  me  to  the  reception  at  Richmond  of  Gen- 
eral La  Fayette,  and  I  have  to  regret  that  the  obstacles  to  a 
compliance  with  a  late  kindred  invitation  will  not  permit  me 
to  avail  myself  of  that  so  kindly  conveyed  by  you.  I  can  only, 
therefore,  express,  at  a  distance,  the  sincerity  with  which  I 
should  mingle  my  affectionate  gratitude  with  the  offerings  to  be 
made  to  the  distinguished  benefactor  of  the  United  States,  who 
has  been  unanimously  welcomed  to  their  bosom;  and  to  wiiom 
no  State  can  be  more  indebted,  as  there  is  none  more  warmly 
devoted,  than  Virginia.     She  will  never  forget  the  veteran  skill 
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with  wliicli  Ills  youtlifal  ?word  was  wielded  in  lier  defence;  nor 
the  brilliaijcy  of  liis  part  m  an  event,  which,  iu  makiu*!:  captire 
an  entire  araiy,  at  once  relieved  lier  soil  from  the  weight  which 
oppressed  it,  and  proved  the  harbinger  of  a  peace  that  waa  the 
heriihl  of  liberty. 

Under  tlie  disappointment  imposed  on  me,  I  am  happily  able 
to  look  to  nearer  opportunities  of  manifesting,  as  well  what  I 
owe  to  a  frieiKlyhi[>  lon^  eherished,  as  my  admiration  of  a  splen* 
did  example  which  is  instructing  and  ntiiinatiiig  the  votaries  of 
liberty  every  where,  whilst  it  consigns  to  deeper  infamj  the 
apostasies  and  perfidies  whicli  vainly  oppose  its  triumpliant 
inarch. 

Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  nir  great 
respect. 


4 


TO   BOBKRT  LEWIS. 

MoKTPiiLLiiB,  NoverabcT  10,  1824 

DEARStR, — Mr.  Myers  duly  delivered  your  letter  of  the  8th, 
conveying  to  me  the  invitation  of  the  **  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Common  Hall  and  citizens  of  Fredericksburg*'  to  be  with  them 
at  a  dinner  to  be  given  to  General  La  Fayette. 

Uniting  with  the  Common  Hall  and  Citizens  in  all  their 
grateful  sentiments  towards  General  La  Fayette,  it  would  af- 
ford me  mneh  pleasure  to  unite,  also,  in  the  proposed  festive 
manifestation  of  tlicm.  Several  circumstances,  however,  concur 
in  putting  this  out  of  my  power.  I  can  only,  therefore,  return 
my  best  thanks  for  t!ie  mark  of  kind  attention  I  have  received, 
and  enjoy  tlie  opportunities  within  my  reach  of  taking  part  in 
the  offerings  of  gratitude  to  a  champion  of  Liberty  and  national 
benefactor,  whom  every  American  Citizen  delights  to  honor. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  acknowledgments  I  owe  for 
your  expressions  of  personal  regard,  and  be  assured  of  my  sin- 
cere esteem  and  my  friendly  wishes. 
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TO   RICHARD    PETERS. 

D£c;£SfBKR  It  1B24. 

D**  Sir, — I  return  my  thanks  for  tlie  copy  of  the  Agricultural 
Alinanae  obligirit^Iy  sent  me.  You  do  not  fail,  I  see,  to  dis- 
pense, throiigli  that  inediura,  rays  of  instruction  on  a  favorite 
subject.  I  hope  your  good  constitution,  good  health,  and  good 
habits,  may  fiave  their  full  effect  iu  keeping  you  above  the  hori- 
zon for  that  and  other  enliglit cuing  sor vices. 

1  should  have  acknowledged  your  favor  somewhat  pooner 
but  for  the  attentions  due  to  our  exceneut  friend,  La  Fayette, 
who  gave  to  this  quarter,  and  to  myself  particularly,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  shewing  that  we  are  behind  none  of  our  fellow-citizens 
in  doing  homage  to  his  great  worth,  public  and  private* 


TO   PRESIDENT   MONROE. 

Mo»TP«LUi»»  Dec.  IG,  1824 

Dear  Sir, — The  last  mail  brought  me  your  favor  of  the  13th, 
with  a  copy  of  your  message  and  other  doeument.s.  The  mes- 
sage jircviously  sent  arrived  by  the  ])receding  inaiL  It  contains 
much  excellent  matter,  and  as  the  last  of  your  periodical  cora- 
municatiouft  w*ilt  be  the  more  interesting, 

Tlie  U.  S.  are  now  furnishing  uiodels  and  lessons  to  all  the 
world*  A  great,  soon  to  be  the  most  hopeful,  portion  of  it  is 
receiving  them  with  a  happy  docility,  while  the  great  European 
portion  ia  either  passively  or  actively  gaini ug  l>y  theiu.  The 
eyes  of  the  world  being  thus  on  our  country,  it  is  put  the  more 
on  its  good  behaviour,  and  under  the  greater  obligatiou,  also, 
to  do  justice  to  the  Tree  of  Liberty,  by  an  exhibition  of  the  fine 
fruits  wo  gather  from  it.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  give  to 
the  other  documents  tfie  reading  they  doubtless  merit. 

The  failure,  if  that  should  be  the  result,  of  the  negotiations 
witli  G.  B.  on  the  subject  of  tlie  slave  trade  is  reduced  in  its 
importance,  if  our  flag  be  already  rescued  by  the  efficiency  of 
our  own  laws  from  a  share  in  tlie  enormity. 
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Altliougli  I  cannot  believe  tbat  any  serious  or  iGusting  impres- 
jxon  has  been  made  any  wljcrd  by  the  calumnies  to  wlucli  you 
allude,  1  do  not  wonder  at  the  solicitude  which  prompts  the 
course  you  have  in  view:  and  I  need  not  express  cither  my  as- 
puriinee  of  it:^  triumphant  isi^uo,  or  my  best  wishes  that,  on  the 
other  subject  yon  mean  to  bring  before  Congress,  the  reimburse- 
ment and  compensations  allowed  you  may  correspond  with  the 
fidelity  and  liberality  of  the  services  and  sacrifices  which  have 
marked  your  public  career,  Jly  rccolh^ctioDSi  at  the  moment 
do  not  authorize  me  to  promise  any  addition  to  the  liglits  which 
will  be  furnished  by  the  public  archives  and  your  explanations. 
Should  it  be  found  otherwise,  you  well  know  the  pleasure  with 
whicli  I  sliall  aid  with  niy  iuforniat.ion. 

The  effect  of  the  delay  in  your  receiving  your  outfit,  in  occa- 
Bioning  the  sale  of  your  hind  near  Charlottesville,  is  a  8uV»ject 
of  peeuHur  regret.  It  is  iliflieult  to  estimate  the  sacrifice  when 
the  price  obtained  is  compared  with  the  value  given  to  the 
property  by  the  Biibscqnent  establishment  of  the  University  at 
the  spot. 

Affectionate  respectd* 


TO  THE  BEV**  FnEDERICK  BEABLBT. 

MoNTPBLtnsR,  Va-,  D<»cf  22.  1824 
Rev**  Sir, — I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  ISth,  on 
its  return  from  Charlottesville,  and  wish  I  could  gratify  you 
with  all  the  information  it  asks.  In  place  of  it,  I  can  only  ob- 
serve that  the  system  of  polity  for  the  University  of  Virginia 
being  not  yet  finally  digested  and  adopted,  I  cannot  veoture  to 
say  what  it  will  be  in  its  precise  form  and  details.  It  is  prob- 
able tfmt.  instead  of  a  Presideot  or  Provost  as  Chief  Matris- 
trate,  the  sujier  in  tending  and  executive  duties,  so  far  as  not  left 
to  the  individual  professors  over  their  respective  classes,  will 
be  exercised  by  the  Faculty;  the  professors  presiding  in  rota- 
tion.    This  regulation,  liowcver,  as  experimental,  will  be  at  all 
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times  filterable  by  the  Board  of  Vi.sUors.     The  code  of  disci* 

pline  will  be  prepared  with  the  fiid  of  all  tlic  lights  tliat  can  be 
obtained  from  the  most  distiDgnishcd  seminaries;  and  some  of 
the  innovations  will  not  improbably  be  in  the  spirit  of  your 
judicious  objjcrvations.  As  the  University,  being  such  in  the 
full  extent  of  tlie  term,  will  not  contain  boys  under  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  be  chiefly  filled  by  ynutliH  approacliing  to  man- 
liood,  with  not  a  few,  perhaps,  arrived  at  it,  there  is  the  better 
chance  for  self-government  in  the  student.^,  and  for  the  co-oper- 
ation of  many  in  giving  elEcacy  to  a  liberal  and  limited  admin- 
istration. 

The  pecnliarity  in  the  Institution  winch  excited  at  first  most 
attention,  and  some  animadversion,  is  the  omission  of  a  theologi- 
cal professorship.  The  public  opinion  seems  now  to  have  suffi* 
ciently  yielded  to  its  incompatibility  with  a  Stale  Institution* 
whicli  necessarily  excludes  sectarian  preferences.  Tlje  best 
provision  which  occurred  was  that  of  authorizing  the  Visitort^ 
to  open  the  pulilic  rooms  for  Religious  uses,  under  rmjyniial 
regrulations,  (a  bisk  that  may  oecasionallv  involve  some  difficul- 
tieSt)  and  admitting  the  establishment  of  Theological  l^eminaries 
by  the  respective  sects  contiguous  to  the  precincts  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  within  the  reach  of  a  familiar  intercourse  distinct 
from  the  obligatory  pursuits  of  the  students.  The  growing  vil- 
lage uf  Charlottesville,  also,  is  not  distant  more  than  a  mile, 
and  contains  already  congregations  and  clergymen  of  the  sects 
to  which  the  students  will  mostly  beloug. 

You  have  already  noticed  in  the  public  prints  the  scientific 
scope  of  the  University,  and  the  resort  to  Europe  for  some  of 
the  Professors.  The  reasons  for  the  latter  step  you  may  have 
also  seen  in  print,  as  well  as  the  reductioti  of  the  number  of 
chairs  in  t!ie  first  instance,  by  annexing  plural  functions  to  some 
of  tbera.  This  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  limited  resources 
ag  yet  granted  by  tlie  Legislature,  and  will  be  varied  as  fast  as 
an  augmentation  of  tliese  will  permit,  by  dividing  and  subdivi- 
ding the  branches  of  science  now  in  the  same  group.  Several 
of  the  Professors  remain  to  be  appionted;  among  tliem,  one  for 
mental  pljilosopliy,  including  the  branches  to  which  you  refer. 


476  WORKS    OF    MADISON.  1824. 

This  lias  always  been  regarded  by  us  as  claiming  an  important 
place  in  so  comprehensive  a  school  of  science.  The  gentleman 
in  prospect  for  the  station  is  not  yet  actually  engaged. 

You  seem  to  have  allotted  me  a  greater  share  in  this  under- 
taking than  belongs  to  me.  I  am  but  one  of  seven  managers, 
and  one  of  many  pecuniary  benefactors.  Mr.  Jefferson  has  been 
the  great  projector  and  the  mainspring  of  it. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  have  never  been  able  to  give  the  volume 
you  kindly  favored  me  with  the  reading  it  doubtless  deserves; 
and  I  fear  that,  however  congenial  the  task  would  be  with 
studies  relished  at  former  periods,  I  shall  find  it  difiScult  to  rec- 
oncile it  with  demands  on  my  time,  the  decrease  of  which  does 
not  keep  pace  witli  the  contraction  of  its  remaining  span.  From 
several  dips  into  the  Treatise,  I  think  myself  authorized  to  in- 
fer that  it  embraces  a  scrutinizing  and  systematic  view  of  the 
subject,  interesting  to  the  best  informed,  and  particularly  valu- 
able to  those  who  wish  to  be  informed. 

I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  friendly  sentiments  you  have  ex- 
pressed, and  beg  [you]  to  accept,  with  my  great  respect,  a  cor- 
dial return  of  them. 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

MoNTPBLLiiBy  Dec'  31,  1824. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours,  without  date,  inclosing 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Cabell  and  your  answer.  I  approve  entirely 
the  course  you  recommend  to  the  friends  of  the  University  at 
Richmond,  on  the  proposed  removal  of  the  College  at  Williams- 
burg. It  would  bo  fortunate  if  the  occasion  could  be  improved 
for  tlic  i)urpose  of  filling  up  tlie  general  plan  of  education,  by 
the  introduction  of  the  grade  of  Seminaries  between  the  primary 
schools  and  the  University.  I  liave  little  hope,  however,  that 
the  College  will  accede  to  any  arrangement  which  is  to  take 
from  it  a  part  of  its  funds,  and  subject  it  to  the  Legislativo  au- 
thority. And  in  resisting  this  latter  innovation  it  will  prob- 
ably be  supported  by  all  the  sectarian  Seminaries,  though  to  be 
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adopted  tiH  legal  estalilisliments  of  the  intermediate  grade.  It 
ia  questicjnahle,  also,  whether  the  sectarian  Seminaries  would 
not  take  side  with  William  and  Mary  in  coniViating  the  right 
of  the  public  to  iatet'fere  in  any  manner  with  tlie  i>niiierly  it 
liolds.  The  perpetual  inviolability  of  charters,  and  of  dona- 
tions, both  pablie  and  private,  for  pious  niid  charitable  uses, 
seems  to  have  been  too  deejtly  imprinteil  on  thi^:  pn!)lic  mind  to 
bo  readily  given  up.  But  the  time  surely  cannot  be  distant 
when  it  must  he  seen  by  all  that  what  is  granted  by  the  fjublic 
authority  for  the  pulvlic  good,  not  for  that  of  individuals,  may 
be  withfl^rawn  and  otherwise  applied  when  the  public:  good  bo 
requires;  with  an  equitable  saving  or  indemnity  only  in  behalf 
of  the  individuals  actmilly  enjoying  vested  emolunu'nts.  Nor 
can  it  long  be  believed  that,  although  the  owner  of  property 
cannot  secure  its  descetit  l)ut  for  a  short  jioriod,  even  \o  those 
who  inherit  his  Idood,  he  may  entail  it  irrevocably  and  forever 
on  those  succeeding  to  his  creed,  however  absurd  or  contrary  to 
that  of  a  more  enlightened  age.  According  to  such  doctrines, 
the  Great  Hefoi^ation  of  Ecclesiastical  abuses  in  the  10*''  cen 
tury  was  itself  the  greatest  of  abuses;  and  entails  or  other  fet- 
ters attached  to  the  descent  of  profierty  by  legal  acts  of  its 
owners,  must  be  as  lasting  as  tlio  society  suffering  from  them* 

It  may  well  be  supposed,  should  William  and  Mary  bo  trans- 
planted to  Richmond,  tliat  those  interested  in  the  city  will  unite 
with  those  partial  to  the  College,  and  both  be  reinforced  by  the 
enemies  of  the  University,  in  efforts  (o  aggrandize  the  former 
into  a  rival  of  the  latter;  and  that  their  hopes  of  success  will 
rest  a  good  deal  on  the  advantage  presented  at  Richmond  to 
medical  students  in  the  better  chanec  of  anatowiic  subjects,  and 
in  the  opportunity  of  Clinical  lectures;  and  to  law  students  in 
the  presence  of  the  Upper  Courts.  It  will  not  surprise  [me]  if 
BOme  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Bar  and  Bench  should 
take  the  lecturing  cbair^  either  for  profit,  or  to  give  an  attractive 
eclat  to  the  regenerat*^d  Institution.  As  the  Medical  and  Law 
Departments  may  invite  tlie  greatest  Bunjber  of  pupils,  antl  of 
course  be  the  most  profitable  to  professors,  the  obligation  on  us 
is  the  greater  to  engage  for  the  University  conspicuous  quali- 
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fications  for  tliose  cliairs.  I  trust  this  has  heon  done  iji  Iho 
medical  appointoient  actually  made,  and  hope  we  shall  noi  ht 
unsuccessful  in  uiaking^  the  other.  In  opcnin;^  tlie  door  a  little 
wider  for  (ho  admi8:5iion  of  students  of  tlie  Ancient  Languages, 
it  will  lie  found,  I  think,  that  we  did  well,  considering  the  com- 
petition for  sttKlcnts  that  may  be  encountered,  and  the  inaport- 
ance  of  filling  our  Dormitories  at  an  early  period. 

I  return  tlie  letter  of  Mr-  Cabell;  and,  as  your  answer  may  be 
a  fair  coyiy  for  your  filc.-^,  I  return  that  also. 

I  write  a  few  lines  to  Governor  Barbour  on  the  Virginia 
claim^  in  which  the  University  is  intereated;  though  it  is,  I  be- 
lieve, only  applying  the  spur  to  a  willing  steed. 


TO   H.   LEE. 

MoinrsLLiKR,  Jannary  14,  IB2S, 

T  liave  received,  sir,  yours  of  the  6th  instant,  and  have  looked 
over  the  printed  sheet  enclosed  in  it.  Of  the  literary  character 
of  the  paper  I  may  express  a  laudatory  opinion,  without  risjk  of 
contravening  that  of  others*  As  a  political  disquisition,  it  em- 
braces questions  lioth  of  magnitude  and  of  nicety,  on  whick 
opinions  may  be  various,  and  of  which  a  critical  review  does 
not  lie  witlnn  the  compass  of  a  letter,  were  it  permitted  by  leid- 
urc  and  favoured  by  the  circumstancet^  of  the  moment*'^ 

The  nature  and  extent  of  the  obligation  on  a  representative 
to  l)e  guided  by  the  known  will  of  his  constituents,  though  an 
old  question,  seems  yet  to  be  in  a  controvertible  state.  In  gen- 
eral, it  may  be  said  to  bo  often  a  verl^al  controversy.  That  the 
obligation  is  not,  in  strictness,  constitutional  or  legal,  is  mani* 
fcst,  since  tlie  vote  of  the  representative  is  equally  valid  and  op- 
erative whether  obeying  or  violating  the  instruction  of  his  con- 
gtituent5.     It  can  only  be  a  moral  obligation,  to  be  weighed  by 


•  Tho  qntiN^tJOiiH  r»*fi«rrtMl  to  in  ihis  letter  grew  evidently  out  of  flie  Presi<)i«ii- 
tiol  eleclioti  then  la  bp  decMtnl  by  the  Honse  of  Ropreseiitatives,  in  %rhi«*b  Gen- 
I  Mj*.  Crawfard  were  the  thi^e  candidates  H«ion;r 
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the  conscience  of  tbc  representative,  or  a  pnidontial  onCj  to  be 
enforced  by  the  penal  displeasure  of  his  constituents. 

In  what  degree  a  plurality  nf  votes  is  evidence  of  tlie  will  of 
tlie  majority  of  voters,  niui^it  depend  on  eircumstnnres  more 
easily  etttitnated  in  a  given  case  than  suF^eeptihle  nfircneral  deti* 
nition,  The  greater  the  number  of  candidate.^  ninone:  whom  the 
votes  arc'divided,  tiie  more  nncertain  must,  of  course,  be  the  in- 
ference from  the  plurality  with  respect  to  the  majority. 

In  our  complex  system  of  polity,  tbe  public  will,  a.s  a  source 
of  authority,  may  bo  the  will  of  the  people  as  compof^ing  one 
nation;  or  the  will  of  the  States  in  their  di^stinct  and  independ- 
ent capacities;  or  tlio  federal  will,  as  viewed^  for  example, 
through  the  Fresidcntial  electors,  representing,  in  a  certain 
proportion,  both  the  nation  and  the  States.  If,  in  the  eventual 
choice  of  a  President,  the  same  prnportioual  rule  had  been  pre- 
ferred, a  joint  ballot  by  the  two  houses  of  Congress  woidd  have 
been  snl>Btitutcd  for  t!ie  mode  which  gives  an  equal  vote  to  every 
State,  however  unequal  in  size.  As  the  Constitution  stands, 
and  is  regarded  as  the  result  of  a  compromise  between  the 
larger  and  smaller  States,  giving  to  the  latter  the  advantage  in 
Belecting  a  President  from  the  candidates,  in  consideration  of 
the  advantage  possessed  by  the  former  in  selecting  the  candi- 
dates from  the  peojrle,  it  cannot  be  denied,  whatever  may  be 
thought  of  the  constitutional  provision,  that  there  is,  in  making 
the  evenlual  choice,  no  other  control  on  the  votes  to  lie  given, 
whether  l»y  the  representatives  of  the  smaller  or  larger  States, 
but  their  attention  to  the  views  of  their  respective  constituents 
and  their  regard  for  the  public  good. 

You  wilt  not  forget  that  the  above  remarks,  being  thrown 
out  merely  in  consequence  of  your  application,  are  for  yourself, 
not  for  others.  Though  jienned  without  the  most  reuiote  ulln- 
gion  to  the  particular  case  before  the  pnldic,  or  even  a  knowl- 
edge of  its  actual  posture  and  aspects,  they  might  be  miscon- 
strued by  the  propensity  of  the  conjuncture  to  view  things 
througlj  that  medium. 

I  return  the  two  letters  inclosed  in  yours,  which  T  ought  not 
to  do  without  expressing  the  high  respect  I  entertain  fur  both 
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the  writers;  offering  to  yourself  my  wishes  for  your  useful  suc- 
cess in  whatever  line  of  literature  you  may  finally  detennine  to 
exercise  your  talents. 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

MoNTPiLLiER,  JanJ  15,  1825. 

Dear  Str, — Mr.  Cabell's  letter  makes  it  probable  that  the 
projected  removal  of  William  and  Mary  will  be  stifled  by  the 
covering  i)ut  by  its  friends  on  the  arcana  of  its  affairs.  I  hope 
the  occasion  will  bring  into  view  the  sound  principles  on  which 
the  claims  of  Corporations  ought  to  be  decided.  It  would  be 
well,  also,  if  it  should  lead  to  a  standing  law  limiting  all  incor- 
porating acts  to  a  certain  period;  and  to  the  practice  of  speci- 
fying in  every  case  the  amount  of  property  tenable  by  thoso 
artificial  beings. 


TO   HENRY  LEE. 

MOKTPBLLIIIB,  JtuoT  31,  1825. 

Sir, — The  urgency  indicated  in  your  last  letter  as  to  the  re- 
quest in  a  former  one  having  quickened  my  attention  to  the 
subject,  I  have  at  length  looked  enough  into  the  evidence  that 
the  movement  of  the  Souiliern  army  from  Deep  River  to  the 
San  tee,  in  the  campaign  of  1781,  was  suggested  by  your  father, 
to  be  satisfied  of  the  fact;  the  more  readily  admitted  from  the 
acknowledged  traits  of  his  military  character.  It  may  well  be 
presumed,  at  the  same  time,  from  the  comprehensive  and  ener- 
getic policy  of  tlie  Southern  commander,  that,  in  turning  to  the 
plans  of  operation  within  his  choice,  such  an  one  did  not  escape 
him;  thougli  not  practically  adopted  till  duly  weighed  by  his 
responsibility,  and  known  to  accord  with  recommendatory  opin- 
ions in  which  he  particularlv  confided.  The  measures  of  wisdom 
are  not  seldom  unlike  its  fabled  Goddess;  being  neither  ma- 
tured at  their  birth,  nor  the  offsprings  of  a  single  brain. 
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TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

MosTPKLLiiB,  F«*bf  8,  1825. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  looked  with  ati(?ntion  over  your  intended 
proposal  of  a  text-book  for  the  Law  school.  It  is  certainly 
Tery  material  that  the  true  doetrines  of  liberty,  as  exemplified 
in  our  political  system,  should  be  inculcated  ou  those  who  are 
to  sustain  and  may  administer  it.  It  is,  at  the  same  time,  not 
easy  to  find  standard  books  that  will  be  both  guides  and  ^niardg 
for  the  purpose.  Sidney  and  Locke  are  admirably  calculated 
to  impress  on  young  minds  the  right  of  nations  to  establish 
their  own  Governments^  and  to  ins4pire  a  love  of  free  ones,  but 
afford  no  aid  in  guarding  our  Republican  charters  against  con- 
structive violations.  Tlie  Declaration  of  Independence,  though 
rich  in  fundamental  principles,  and  saying  every  thing  that 
could  be  said  in  the  same  number  of  words,  falls  nearly  under 
a  like  observation.  The  *' Federalist"  may  fairly  enough  be 
regarded  as  the  most  autheutic  exposition  of  the  text  of  the 
Federal  Constitution^  as  understood  by  the  Body  which  pre- 
pared and  tlie  authority  which  accepted  it.  Yet  it  did  not  fore- 
Bee  all  the  misconstructions  whicli  have  occurred,  nor  prevent 
some  tliat  it  did  f<Dresee.  xVnd  what  equally  deserves  remark, 
neither  of  the  great  rival  parties  have  acquiesced  in  all  its  eom- 
ments.  It  may,  nevertheless,  be  admissible  as  a  school  book» 
if  any  will  be  that  goes  so  much  into  detail.  It  has  been  actu- 
ally admitted  into  two  LTniversities,  if  not  more— those  of  Har- 
vard and  Rhode  Island;  but  probably  at  the  choice  of  the  Pro- 
fessors, without  any  injunction  from  the  superior  authority. 
With  respect  to  the  Virginia  Document  of  1799,  there  may  be 
more  room  for  hesitation.  Though  corresponding  with  the  pre- 
dominant sense  oT  the  nation,  being  of  local  origin,  and  having 
reference  to  a  state  of  parties  not  yet  extinct,  an  absolute  pre- 
Bcription  of  it  might  excite  prejudices  against  the  University  as 
under  party  banners,  and  induce  the  more  bigoted  to  witldiold 
from  it  their  sons,  even  when  destined  for  other  than  the  studies 
of  the  Law  School.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  Document  is  not 
on  every  point  satisfactory  to  all  who  belong  to  the  same  party. 
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Are  we  sure  tliat  to  our  brethren  of  the  Board  it  is  so?    Tn 

framing  a  political  creed,  a  like  difficulty  occtirs  aB  in  the  case 
of  religion,  though  the  public  right  be  very  different  in  the  two 
cases.  If  the  articles  be  in  very  general  terms,  they  do  not  ao- 
8wer  the  purpose;  if  in  very  particular  terms,  they  divide  and 
exclude  where  meant  to  unite  and  fortify,  Tlie  best  that  C4Ui 
bo  done  in  oor  case  seeuis  to  be  to  avoid  tlie  two  extremes,  by 
referring  to  selected  standards,  without  requiring  an  unqualified 
confortnity  to  them,  which,  indeed,  might  not  in  every  instance 
be  possible.  The  selection  would  give  tlieni  authority  with  the 
etudent8,  and  might  controul  or  counteract  deviations  of  the 
Professor.  T  Imvc,  for  your  consideration,  sketched  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  operative  passage  in  your  draught,  with  a  view  to 
relax  the  absoluteness  of  its  injunction,  and  added  to  your  list 
of  documents  the  Inaugural  Speech  and  the  Farewell  Address 
of  President  Wasliiogton.  They  may  help  down  what  might 
be  less  readily  swallowed,  and  contain  nothing  which  is  not 
good;  unless  it  be  the  laudatory  reference  in  the  Address  tn  the 
Treaty  of  1795  with  G.  Britain,  whioli  ought  not  to  weigh 
against  the  sound  sentiments  charact^^rizing  it. 

After  all,  the  most  effectual  safeguard  against  heretical  intru- 
pions  into  tlie  school  of  politics  will  be  an  able  and  orthodox 
Professor,  whose  course  of  instruction  will  be  an  example  to  Ids 
Buccesaors,  and  may  carry  witli  it  a  sanction  from  the  Visitori!* 

Sketch, 

And  on  the  distinctive  principles  of  the  Government  of  oor 
own  State^  and  of  that  of  the  United  States,  the  best  guides  are 
to  be  found  in — 1.  The  Declaration  of  Independence,  as  the 
fundamental  act  of  Union  of  these  States*  2.  The  book  known 
l)y  the  title  of  the  "Federalist,"  being  an  authority  to  which 
appeal  is  habitually  made  by  all,  and  rarely  declined  or  denied 
by  any,  as  evidence  of  the  general  opinion  of  those  who  framed 
and  those  who  accepted  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
on  questions  as  to  its  genuine  meaning.  3.  The  Resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  in  1799,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Alien  and  Sedition  laws,  which  appeared  to  accord  with  tlie 
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predominant  sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  4.  T\io 
Inaugural  Speech  and  Farewell  Address  of  President  WaBliitiii:- 
ton,  as  conveying  political  lespons  of  peculiar  value;  and  that 
in  the  branch  of  tlie  echool  of  law,  which  is  to  treat  un  tlie  sub- 
ject of  Government,  these  shall  be  used  as  the  text  and  docu- 
ments of  the  BchooL 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

ilosTPKLUKR,  ¥ehf  17,  1S25. 
Dear  Sir,— I  received  yesterday  your  letters  of  the  12tli  and 
15th.  It  seems  strange,  but  it  is  a  certain  fact,  that  there  are 
several  instances  of  distinguished  politicians  who  reject  the  gen- 
eral heresies  of  Federalism,  most  decidedly  tlie  amalgamating 
magic  of  the  terms  "General  welfare/'  wlio  yet  admit  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  as  to  roads  and  canals,  which  they  squeeze 
nut  of  the  euumerated  articles*  In  truth,  the  great  temptation 
of  **  utility,''  brought  home  to  local  feelings,  is  the  most  danger- 
ous snare  for  Constitutional  orthodoxy;  and  I  am  not  sure  that 
the  Judiciary  brancli  of  the  Government  is  not  a  safer  expositor 
of  the  power  of  Congress  than  Congress  will  be  wiicn  backed, 
and  even  pushed  on^  by  tlieir  constituents,  as  in  the  canal  and 
the  Missouri  cases.  Were  the  unauthorized  schemes  of  internal 
im(>rovemcnt  as  disagreeable  to  [a]  majority  of  the  people  and  of 
the  States  as  they  are  deemed  advantagco\is,  who  can  doubt  the 
dilTereut  reasonings  and  result  that  would  be  observed  within 
the  walls  of  Congress?  The  wnll  of  the  nation  being  omnipotent 
for  right,  is  so  for  wrong  also;  and  the  will  of  the  nation  being 
in  the  majority,  the  minority  must  submit  to  that  danger  of  op- 
pression as  an  evil  infinitely  less  than  the  danger  to  the  whole 
nation  from  a  w  ill  independent  of  it.  I  consider  the  question 
as  to  canals,  &c*,  as  decided,  therefore,  because  sanctioned  by 
the  nation  under  the  permanent  influence  of  benefit  to  the  major 
part  of  it;  and  if  not  carried  into  practice,  will  owe  its  failure 
to  other  than  Constitutional  obstacles. 
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TO   DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Pbb»  25, 1825. 

D"  Sir, — I  must  not  let  the  aession  of  Congress  close  without 
returning  my  thanks  for  the  printed  documents,  for  which  I  was 
indebted,  as  appeared,  to  your  friendly  politeness.  Though  they 
find  their  way  to  me  through  the  daily  vehicles,  there  is  an  ad- 
vantage in  possessing  them  in  a  more  compleat  as  well  as  less 
perishable  form.  Among  the  characteristic  attributes  of  our 
Government  is  its  frankness  in  giving  publicity  to  proceedings 
elsewhere  locked  up  as  arcana  of  State.  And  it  will  always  be 
happy  when  they  will  so  well  bear  the  light;  or,  rather,  so  much 
contribute  to  the  reputation  of  our  country  and  the  edification 
of  others. 


TO  MR.  MONROE. 

MoNTPiLLiBR,  March  20,  1825. 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  February  23  was  not  received  before 
the  last  mail,  though  having  the  Aldie  post-mark  on  the  day  of 
its  date.  Whether  it  was  not  duly  forwarded,  or  was  so  long 
overlooked  at  the  office  here,  is  not  known.  The  latter  was 
probably  tlic  case. 

Wc  hope  the  agreeable  information  you  gave  of  Mrs.  Mon- 
roe's convalescence  has  been  justified  by  her  entire  recovery. 

I  need  not  now  say  that  I  received  at  the  same  time  with  you 
the  notification  given  of  my  electoral  nomination.  It  appears, 
as  wc  foresaw,  that  the  delay  is  a  tlieme  for  party  animadver- 
sions. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  have  received  the  circular  notice  of  our 
reappointment  as  Visitors  of  the  University,  and  that  the  Exec- 
utive has  named  the  first  Monday  in  April  for  a  meeting  of  the 
Board.  But  it  was  understood,  as  I  suppose  you  are  aware, 
that  this  was  a  formal  compliance  with  the  law  only;  and  that 
we  are  not  in  fact  to  meet  till  the  stated  time  in  July. 

Nothing  has  been  definitively  done  toward  filling  the  chair 
of  Natural  Philosophy.     The  turn  which  the  negotiation  with 


1825. 


LETTERS. 


485 


Dr,  Jonca  took  was  thouglit  to  leave  tlie  dioice  unfettered;  and 
it  remains  to  be  ascertained  whether  Ma*.  Renwick  can  be  ob- 
tained. There  is  an  enquiry  on  foot,  also,  in  England,  instituted 
by  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  bequeathed  to  Mr.  Lawrence,  for  a  fit  Pro- 
fessor for  that  chair,  with  an  undei^standin^  that  there  is  to  be 
no  commitment  interfering  with  an  intermediate  appointment 
here.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr,  Bonnycaatle's  patience  has  warn 
out;  and  a  discontinuance  of  two  lectures  on  Natural  Philosophy, 
alleged  to  be  unavoidable,  has  produced  a  state  of  things  at  the 
Universsity  not  a  little  unpleasant  Some  of  the  students  in  that 
school  are  going  off,  and  puzzling  the  Proctor  in  settling  their 
expenses  under  the  enactment  on  tliat  subject.  The  occurrence 
18  unfortunatet  as  it  seems  to  admit  of  no  instant  remedy. 

No  linal  auBwer  is  yet  received  to  our  attenifit  to  obtain  from 
the  London  University  its  consent  to  the  prolonged  stay  of  Pro- 

l         fessor  Long  with  us. 

I  Health  and  every  other  happiness, 

^^^P  MoiiTFitiiKRt  April  ii  1S25. 

i  Beak  Sir, — I  received  lately^  through  President  Monroe,  a 

return  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Pinknoy,  accompanied  by  yours  of 
reb>^  27. 

I  find  that  copies  of  a  part  only  of  my  letters  to  Mr.  Pinkney 
were  retained,  and  parts  of  these  scarcely,  if  at  all,  legible. 
Such  as  they  are,  I  commit  them  to  your  discretion,  for  which 
you  may  find  some  exercise  in  separating  what  may  tlu^ow  light 
on  Mr.  Pinkney 's  side  of  the  correspondence,  or  on  the  real 
scope  of  the  American  policy  during  a  critical  period,  from  wliat 
it  might  be  at  least  unseasonable  to  hand  to  the  public*  You 
will  consider  how  far  this  restriction  be  applicable  to  the  for- 
cign  names  and  domestic  designations  harshly  referred  to  in 
eome  of  the  letters. 

Being  unwilling  to  risk  the  packet  by  the  mail,  I  shall  not 
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send  it  off  till  I  can  avail  myself  of  a  private  conveyance  to  Mr. 
R.  Catts,  who  will  probably  be  able  to  obtain  a  like  one  Trom 
Wasbington  to  N,  York.  Perlmps  yon  can  refer  bini  to  some 
pQFBing  friend  who  will  take  charge  of  it, 

1  need  not  say  that  a  return  of  the  letters,  as  soon  as  you  have 
done  with  them,  will  bo  agreeable;  your  past  punctuality  being 
a  sufficient  pledge  to  that  effect* 


TO   GEORGE  TICKNOR. 

MOHTPELLIEB,   Ap^  6th,  1825, 

Dear  Str, — Your  letter  of  March  29,  with  a  copy  of  the  en- 
graving of  General  La  Fayette,  have  just  come  safe  to  hand. 
Tlie  memoir  of  him  you  were  so  good  as  to  add  was  purloined 
on  the  way,  the  empty  cover  alone  appearing. 

Mrs.  M.  is  greatly  obliged  by  the  excellent  portrait  of  the 
Hero  of  Liberty  and  hiimauity,  so  dear  to  us  all.  It  cannot  be 
permitted,  however,  to  enter  into  the  account  where  you  have 
made  it  an  item,  that  being  self-balanced,  at  least,  by  the  ple4is- 
ure  experienced  on  onr  side  from  your  visit.  The  valuable  favor 
creates,  tlierefore,  a  debt,  very  imperfectly  discharged  by  the 
many  thanks  which  arc  returned  for  it. 

Our  University  has  been  opened  with  six  or  seven  professor?, 
and  a  limited  but  daily-incren«ing  Tiumber  of  students,  I  shall 
take  a  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  request  of  such  informa- 
tion as  may  explain  its  progress.  In  compiling  a  code  of  regu- 
lations the  University  has  had  the  benefit  of  that  of  Hai'vard, 
which  was  kindly  transmitted.  Of  all  exchanges,  that  of  useful 
lights  ouglit  to  be  the  freest,  as  doabling  the  stock  on  both  sides 
without  cost  on  either.  Our  University  is,  as  yon  observe,  some- 
what of  an  experimental  institution.  Such,  however,  is  the  na- 
ture of  our  federative  system,  itself  not  a  little  experimental, 
that  it  not  only  excites  emulation,  without  enmity,  but  admits 
local  experiments  of  every  sort^  which,  if  failing,  are  but  a  par- 
tial and  temporary  evil;  if  successful,  may  become  a  comniou 
and  lasting  improvement. 
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TO  B.  B.  LBE. 

MoNTP&LtiiR,  Ap'  2H.  1825. 

Bbar  Sm, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th.  Ilaviag 
ever  entertained  for  you  the  respect  and  friendly  wishes  to 
wiiich  it  recurs,  I  shall  not  fail  to  drop  a  few  lines  to  Judges 
Duval  I  and  Todd  on  the  subject  of  it;  thougli,  in  so  doing,  I  make 
au  exception  to  the  rule  I  aiii  anxious  to  maintain,  of  retiring 
altogether  from  such  interpositions,  and  can  probably  add  little 
to  their  knowledge  of  the  grounds  on  which  a  favorable  estimate 
of  your  views  is  hoped  for.  Mrs.  Madison  desires  to  be  remem- 
bered to  Mrs.  Lee,  with  an  assurance  of  her  continued  affection, 
and  of  the  lively  interest  she  feels  in  whatever  may  relate  to  the 
happiness  of  her  early  and  highly-valued  friend.  Be  pleased  to 
offer,  at  the  same  time,  my  particular  respects,  and  to  accept  for 
yourself  my  esteem  and  cordial  regards. 


TO  EDWARD  EVERETT. 

MOSTTPKLLIKR,  Ap^  22,  1825. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  informing  me  that  I 
have  been  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Bunkcr-IIill  Mon- 
ument Association.  The  event  which  is  to  receive  the  monu- 
mental cooMnem oration  holds  so  distinguished  a  place  in  our 
Revolutionary  History,  itself  so  distinguislied  in  the  annals  of 
liberty,  that  the  object  of  the  Association  cannot  be  too  highly 
commended,  nor  the  honorary  relation  to  it  offered  me  be  other- 
wise regarded  than  as  a  claim  to  my  particular  acknowledg- 
ments* 


TO  T.   L.  M*^EKNBT. 

MoitTPiLi.tiRp  Miijr  2d»  1825. 

D*  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  enclosing  the  printed 
animadversions  on  an  article  in  the  English  "Quarterly  Re- 
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Whatever  may  be  the  difficulty  or  the  result  of  efforts  to  im- 
part to  the  Indians  the  blessings  of  civilized  life,  as  it  is  due  to 
humanity  to  make  them,  it  is  due,  also,  to  our  Government  to 
repel  the  unfounded  charges  brought  against  it.  For  this  pur- 
pose your  publication  is  well  adapted,  its  statements  being  un- 
controvertible, and  the  tone  of  them  such  as  to  invite  a  candid 
attention  every  where. 

In  few  instances  has  the  American  and  British  conduct  to- 
wards the  Indians  exhibited  a  contrast  more  honorable  to  the 
American  than  that  repeatedly  pursued  by  the  two  Govern- 
ments during  the  late  war.  With  us,  every  persuasive  endeav- 
our  was  tried  to  keep  the  Indians  from  joining  either  party, 
and  at  peace  among  tliemselves.  Compare  with  this  example 
the  policy  and  practice  of  the  other  belligerent. 

The  perusal  of  your  remarks  brought  to  my  recollection  the 
language  held  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  deputations 
from  a  number  of  tribes  to  tlie  seat  of  Government.  As  the 
"Talk"  was  not,  I  believe,  ever  deposited  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  it  may  be  proper  that  the  document  should  be  offici- 
ally preserved  as  one  proof  of  the  spirit  and  policy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration in  relation  to  the  Indians,  I  avail  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  forward  a  copy,  with  a  request  that  you  will  have 
it  put  on  the  proper  files. 


TO  PROFESSOR  TIOKNOB. 

MONTPBLLIBB,  Maj  2,  1825. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  the  copy  of  the  "Life  of 
General  Lafayette,"  kindly  supplying  the  miscarriage  of  that 
first  sent,  of  which  nothing  has  been  heard.  I  return  my  thanks, 
sir,  for  this  valuable  and  seasonable  tribute  to  illustrious  merit. 
I  have  read  it  with  great  pleasure,  and  with  a  wish  that  it 
could  be  universally  read  by  our  fellow-citizens.  It  could  not 
but  atrengtlien,  by  enlightening,  their  opinions  of  their  beloved 
guest,  and  elevate  as  well  as  animate  their  feelings  towards 
him. 
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I  inclot^e  a  copy  of  the  incipient  code  of  regnlatious  for  our 
Uriiversitj,  of  which  I  pray  your  acceptance,  with  that  of  mj 
cordial  esteem  and  respect. 


^^  TO  WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 

MoNTPKLLruK,  MflY  6tb,  1825. 
D*  SiR,^ — I  received  a  few  days  ago  from  Riclimond,  through 
Mr,  StevensoD,  the  copy  of  your  **Life  of  Major  Gen.  Greene, 
&c./*  for  which  I  perceive  that  I  am  indebted  to  your  friendly 
^-   politeness. 

^1  I  had  previously  availed  myself  of  an  opportunity  of  glan- 
^M  cing  over  the  work,  and  hope,  late  in  the  day  as  it  ig  with  me. 
"  that  I  may  be  able  to  do  it  uiore  justice  by  a  more  adequate 
1^        perusal. 

^B  The  mass  of  information  whicli  it  has  brought  into  view,  more 
li  especially  with  respect  to  the  great  Southern  scctiou  of  the 
„  Revolutiouary  war,  must  bo  accoptatdc  to  all  who  justly  appre- 
^m  ciate  the  signal  importance  of  its  operations,  and  the  splendid 
1^^  career  of  the  patriotic  Hero  who  conducted  them;  whilst  a  rich 

I  contribution  is  rmide  by  llio  work  to  the  funds  of  the  general 
historian  of  the  Revolutionary  period* 
If  errors  of  any  sort  have  found  their  way  into  its  pages,  and 
be  made  to  appear,  yonr  preface,  which  anticipates  the  possibil- 
ity of  them,  pledges  only,  what  -would  be  ensured  by  your  love 
of  truth,  that  they  will  be  turned  to  the  proper  account  of  im- 
|i        proving  the  text  of  a  future  edition, 

^p  I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept,  with  the  thanks  I  owe  you,  assur- 
i       nnces  of  my  high  respect  and  friendly  wishes. 

MoNTPBLtiiR,  May  12tb.  1825. 

D"  8m, — I  have  received  yom^  favor  of  April  22d,  with  the 
eeveral  printed  sheets  sent  with  it* 
It  ifl  very  gratifying  to  observe  the  prospect  of  internal  im» 
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provcments  expanding,  qm  it  is,  under  the  einulatitig  auspices  of 

the  several  States,  and  t!ic  co-operating  patriotism  of  enlight- 
ened citizens.  No  Country  more  than  ours  admits  of  improve- 
ment by  artificial  roada  and  canals;  nor  can  it  be  doubtcii,  eitber* 
that  tlic  cost  of  them,  in  their  fullest  extent,  is  witliin  the  com- 
pass of  the  public  resources,  or  that  it  will  be  incalculably  over- 
balanced in  the  account  of  profit  and  loss;  not  to  speak  of  the 
happy  tendency  of  such  works  to  strengthen  tlie  bond  of  our 
Unionj  or  of  the  lustre  reflected  on  our  free  iustitotious  by  sucli 
specimens  of  tlio  fruits  they  produce* 

Your  monitory  remarks  on  tlie  cotton  trade  were  very  oppor- 
tune, and  could  not  fail  to  be  usefnl. 

Should  any  examples  wortl^y  of  a  jdace  in  the  **  Annals  of 
beneficence'*  come  to  my  knowledg:c,  or  occur  to  my  recollection, 
I  shall  feel  a  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  request  on  that 
head. 


TO  T.   L.   M'KErfNET* 

MoNTFfiLLiaft,  Miij  14,  182^. 
D*  Sm, — I  have  duly  received  yours  of  tlie  10th  instant.  Al- 
though the  Talk  to  the  Indians  was  sent  with  a  view  only  to 
its  being  officially  filed^  not  to  its  publication,  the  tone  of  it  ia 
relation  to  a  foreign  power  being  better  suited  to  the  then  state 
of  war  than  to  the  present  state  of  amity,  no  sufficient  objection 
can  lie  against  the  use  made  of  it  in  vindicating  our  Govern- 
ment froo»  charges  as  unprovoked  as  they  are  unfounded.  The 
only  criticism  to  be  made  on  tlie  remarks  from  yourself  is,  tliat 
they  do  more  than  justice  to  the  paper  which  led  to  them. 


TO  GEORGE  THOMSON. 

Junk  30,  1«25, 

■*  received,  my  dear  sir,  your  very  friendly  letter  of  the 

dcd  me  much  pleasure^  both  as  an  ex- 

./i  youi  d  regard  for  youi^  old  friends  in  your 
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native  State,  and  as  a  proof  of  the  blessings  jou  enjoy  in  yonr 
adopted  one.  You  are  particularly  happy  in  combining  with 
the  ample  gifts  of  fortune,  what  is  so  rare,  a  grateful  acquies- 
cence in  their  sufficiency;  and  in  having  in  an  estimable  son, 
with  a  fine  family,  a  prospect  ao  precious  to  the  evening  of  your 
life.  A  trip  to  Virginia  would  have  found  in  your  old  friends 
a  full  reciprocity  of  the  feelings  with  which  yon  would  meet 
them;  and  I  express,  I  am  sure,  their,  as  well  as  my  regret^  that 
time  has  put  an  end  to  the  chance  of  such  a  gratification. 

You  give  a  sad  picture  of  the  condition  of  Kcnincky.  It 
might  be  raah,  at  such  a  distance,  and  without  a  more  thorough 
knowledge  of  circumstancCi?,  to  arraign  the  policy  which  secma 
to  have  had  the  sanction  of  names  heretofore  so  much  respected; 
and  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  feel  some  additional  restraint  from  the 
consideration,  that  having  1>een  myself  injiinously  aifeetcd  by  it, 
my  judgment  might  be  thought  not  unbiassed  in  the  case.  I 
cannot  carry  my  scruples  so  far,  however,  as  to  hesitate  in  say- 
ing that  no  doctrine  can  be  sound  that  releases  a  Legislature 
from  tlie  controul  of  a  Constitution.  The  latter  is  as  much  a 
law  to  the  former  as  the  acts  of  the  former  are  to  individuals; 
and  although  alwilys  liable  to  be  altered  by  the  people  who  formed 
it,  is  not  alterable  by  any  other  authority;  certainly  not  by  those 
chosen  by  the  people  to  carry  it  into  effect.  This  is  so  vital  a 
principle,  and  has  beeu  so  justly  the  pride  of  our  popular  Gov- 
ernments, that  a  denial  of  it  cannot  possibly  last  long,  or  spread 
far.  If  there  be  any,  therefore,  of  the  Republican  faith  who 
have  been  surprised  into  such  an  error,  time  and  reflection  can- 
not fail  to  rescue  them  from  it.  I  can  express  myself  thus 
frankly  to  you,  without  being  willing  to  be  brought  before  the 
public  on  the  occasion. 

Virginia,  like  Kentucky,  fell  into  the  snares  spread  by  nu- 
merous Banks  giving  diffusive  credits.  The  people  have  been 
greatly  distressed  by  debts,  and  the  incident  difficulties,  aggra- 
vated, as  these  have  been,  by  short  crops  and  low  prices.  Time 
ftnd  patience,  with  occasional  sacrifices,  are,  however,  bringing 
relief,  without  t(ie  irregularities  to  which  Kentucky  has  resorted. 

I  can  readily  imagine  the  joy  with  which  you  met  your  old 
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acquaintance,  La  Fayette,  under  circumstances  so  gi^atifying  to 

all  who  admire  liis  extraordinary  worth  and  witness  the  unex- 
ampled manner  in  which  it  is  rewarded.  The  spectacle  h  m 
honorable  to  the  U,  States  as  it  is  ju5t  to  him;  and  will  be 
among  the  powerful  impulses  to  the  progress  of  political  truths 
and  national  reforms  every  where.  We  ax*e  very  glad  to  learn 
from  yon,  as  from  other  sources,  that  Judge  Todd  is  recovering 
from  his  tedious  illness.  It  is  impossible  to  know  his  character 
without  esteeming  it;  or  to  know  him  personally  without  loving 
him.  Your  old  friend,  Mr.  Jefferson,  still  lives,  and  will  close| 
his  illustrious  career  by  bequeathing  to  his  Country  a  luagniS- 
cent  Institute  for  the  advancement  and  diffusion  of  knowledge; 
which  is  the  only  Guardian  of  true  liberty,  the  great  cause  to 
which  his  life  has  been  devoted. 


TO   BENJAMIN   WATEEHODSB. 

MoIlTPSLLtK1^  Jnlj  13, 1825* 

D"  SiH, — I  have  received  your  friendly  letter  of  June  30,  and 
congratulate  you  on  your  safe  return  from  so  long  a  jnnrney^ 
The  fact  you  confirm  with  respect  to  General  Hull  fnrnishe 
the  best  apology  for  the  imbecility  which  occasioned  his  dowa- 
fal;  and  his  friends  would  shew  more  discretion  in  availing 
themselves  of  it,  than  in  attempts  to  decorate  him  witli  artificial 
laurels.  I  am  truly  sorry  for  the  injury  sustained  by  our  friend, 
General  Dearborn ^  wliose  character  forms  snch  a  contrast  to 
that  of  the  Mock  ricro  of  Detroit.  I  hope,  as  I  am  sure  yon 
w^ish,  that  your  ominom?  inferences  may  be  followed  by  a  proof 
that  his  case  is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  which  suggest 
tliem. 

You  ask  whether  you  are  too  old  or  too  deficient  in  political 
information  for  public  service  abroad*  To  the  latter  question, 
none,  1  presume,  would  say  no;  and,  judging  from  what  I  have 
seen,  I  could  not  give  a  different  answer  to  the  former.  If  there 
be  precedents  of  an  adverse  sort,  there  are  so  many  on  the  favor- 
able side,  that  every  individual  case  ought,  at  least,  to  be  d<h 


1825. 


LETTERS. 


TO   EDWAJID   EVERETT, 


cided  on  its  own  merits.  In  sncU  an  appeal,  yon  will  doubtless 
find  better  testimony  than  mine,  in  tljose  more  free  from  a  suspi- 
cion of  chronological  sympathies  with  three  score  and  ten* 

^m  JfTt/r  l$»th.  1825. 

^M  Dear  Sir, — T  have  rlnly  received  the  copy  of  your  Oration  at 
^P  Concord  on  the  19lli  of  April  lust;  and  have  deriverl  much 
pleasure  from  the  excellent  fdeas  with  which  it  abonnds,  and 
the  elegant  language  in  which  they  are  conveyed.  You  have 
given  it  particular  value  by  making  it  a  record  of  interesting 
details,  which  might  otherwise  have  passed  into  oblivion. 


TO   CHARLES   CALDWELL. 

MoNTPKLLnsK,  July  22d,  1825. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  from  Charlottesville  came  dnly  to 
hand,  and  an  earlier  answer  would  have  been  given  to  itp  but 
for  hope,  which  has  not  been  fulfilled,  that  a  little  delay  might 
enlarge  tlie  compliance  with  its  request. 

The  instances  of  longevity  which  you  wish  me  to  repeat  on 
paper  as  within  the  limits  of  my  farm,  on  wliich  there  are  about 
70  persons  of  every  age  and  description,  and  among  my  neigh- 
bors, are:  1.  Of  my  mother,  now  in  her  94th  year,  and  enjoying 
comfortable  health.  2.  A  hcgro  woman  of  the  same  age,  and 
witli  the  same  advantage*  8.  Another  negro  woman  of  the  age 
of  ninety,  with  a  probability  of  reaching  a  greater  age  than 
either.  4.  Two  other  negroejs,  a  man  and  woman,  whose  ages 
are  not  precisely  known,  but  certainly  of  not  less  than  eighty, 
and  with  conatitutions  having  no  appearance  of  early  failure. 
5.  Within  the  last  four  or  ^\c  years  have  died  on  the  farm:  L 
One  negro  man  whose  age  could  be  a^fcertained  to  be  within  a 
few  years  of  a  hundred,  2.  Another  at  the  age  of  ninety.  3. 
A  negro  man  and  woman,  each  aged  eighty  at  least;  and  the  life 
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of  the  former  evidently  shortened  by  the  excessive  use  of  ardent 

Bpirits.  Among  my  present  Tieighbors,  one  of  tlie  two  ncareet 
is  in  his  ninetieth  year,  and  the  other  beyond  Iiis  eightieth;  both 
enjoying  good  health.  Within  a  few  years  past  died  an  adjoin- 
ing  neighbor  at  the  age  of  eighty-foui*;  and  another  very  ncar» 
thougli  not  adjoining,  whose  death  at  eighty-two  was  promoted 
by  an  increased  nse  of  ardent  spirits.  And  within  the  present 
year  died,  in  his  ninetieth  year,  the  father  of  the  present  Secre^ 
tary  of  War,  wlio,  till  very  lately,  was  one  of  my  ne^r  neigh- 
bonrs.  All  the  individuals  I  have  referred  to  were  natives  of 
Virginia. 

Among  the  instances  of  superior  height  with  well-propor- 
tioned frames,  I  could  name  three  in  neighbouring  families  of  at 
least  six  feet  four  inches^  Examples  of  sL^  feet  are  not  so  rare 
as  to  have  been  particularly  noticed. 

Tlie  ca^c  of  the  survivors  of  the  Revolutionary  array,  most  of 
them  doubtless  natives,  is  very  striking.  Perhaps  one  not  less 
BO  wouhl  V*o  the  average  height  and  weight  of  tbc  members  of 
our  legislative  bodies,  genei-al  and  local.  Tlie  height  would  he 
the  better  criterion  of  the  popular  average  of  size;  the  weight 
being  more  influenced  by  habits  of  living,  distinguishing  tlie 
former  from  the  labouring  classes. 


TO  HEKRY   COLMAK. 

D*  Sm, — I  have  read  with  pleasure  the  copy  of  your  oration 
on  the  4th  of  July,  obligingly  sent  me,  and  for  whicli  I  beg  you 
to  accept  my  thanks* 

With  the  merits  which  I  have  found  in  the  oration,  may  I  Im 
permitted  to  notice  a  passage,  whicli,  though  according  with  a 
language  often  lield  on  the  subject,  I  cannot  but  regard  as  at 
variance  with  reality? 

In  doing  justice  to  tlie  virtue  and  valour  of  tlie  Revolution- 
|_army»  you  add,  as  a  signal  proof  of  the  former,  their  readi- 
arms  at  the  triumphant  close  of  the 
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war,  **  when  they  had  the  liberties  of  their  country  within  their 
grasp." 

Is  it  a  fact  that  they  had  the  liberties  of  their  country  within 
their  grasp?  that  the  troops  then  in  command,  even  if  led  on  by 
their  illustrious  chief,  and  hacked  by  the  npostaies  Trom  tlic  rev- 
olutionary cau&e,  could  Lave  brought  under  the  yoke  tlie  great 
body  of  their  fellow-citizcna,  most  of  them  with  arms  in  their 
hands^  no  inconsiderable  part  fresh  from  the  use  of  t!iein,  all  in- 
spired with  rage  at  the  fratricidal  attempt,  and  not  only  gtiided 
by  the  federal  head,  but  organized  and  animated  by  their  hjcal 
Governments,  possessing  the  means  of  appeal iug  to  their  inter- 
eats  as  well  as  other  motives,  should  such  an  appeal  be  required? 

I  have  always  believed  that  if  General  WuRhington  had 
yielded  to  a  usurping  ambition,  he  would  !iavc  found  an  insu. 
perable  obstacle  in  the  incorruptibility  of  a  sufficient  portion  of 
those  under  liis  command,  and  that  the  exalted  praise  due  to 
him  and  them  was  derived,  not  from  a  forbearance  to  effect  a 
revolution  within  their  power,  but  from  a  love  of  liberty  and 
of  country,  which  there  was  abundant  reason  to  believe  no  fa- 
cility of  success  could  have  seduced.  I  am  not  les8  sure  that 
General  Washington  would  have  spurned  a  sceptre,  if  within 
his  grasp,  than  I  am  that  it  was  out  of  his  reach  if  he  had 
secretly  sighed  for  it.  It  must  be  recollected,  also,  that  the 
practicability  of  a  successful  usurpation  by  the  army  cannot  well 
be  admitted,  without  implying  a  folly  or  pusillanimity  reproach- 
ful to  the  American  character,  and  without  casting  some  shade 
on  the  vital  principle  of  popular  Government  itself* 


TO   MISS   PRANCES  WRIGHT. 

MoHTrBLLTSVi  8ep'  1|  1825. 

Dear  Madam, — Your  letter  to  Mrs.  Madison,  containing  ob- 
servations addressed  to  my  attention  also,  came  duly  to  hand, 
as  you  will  learn  from  her,  with  a  printed  copy  of  your  plan  for 
the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 

The  magnitude  of  this  evil  among  us  is  so  deeply  felt,  and  so 
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universally  acknowledged,  that  no  merit  could  be  greater  tlion 
that  of  devising  a  satisfactory  reraedy  for  it.  Unfnrhmately, 
the  tutak,  not  ea&y  under  other  circumstances,  is  vastly  aug- 
mented by  the  physical  peculiarities*  of  those  held  in  bondage, 
which  prei?lude  their  incorporation  with  the  white  population; 
and  by  the  blank  in  the  general  iiehl  *»f  labour  to  be  occasioned 
by  their  exile;  a  blank  into  which  there  would  not  be  an  inflax 
of  white  labourers,  successively  takins:  the  place  of  the  exiles, 
and  which,  without  such  an  influx,  Wfjuld  have  an  effect  distress- 
ing in  prospect  to  the  proprietors  of  tlie  soil. 

The  remedy  for  tlie  evil  wliich  you  have  planned  is  certainly 
recommended  to  favorable  attention  by  the  two  characteristics: 
1,  That  it  requires  the  volontary  concurrence  of  the  holders  of 
the  slaves,  with  or  without  pecuniary  compensation.  2,  Tlmt 
it  contemplates  the  removal  of  those  emancipated*  either  to 
foreign  or  distant  region.  And  it  will  still  further  obviate  ol 
jections,  if  the  experimental  establishments  should  avoid  the 
neighbourhood  of  settlements  where  there  are  slaves. 

iStipposing  these  conditions  to  be  duly  provided  for,  particu- 
larly  the  removal  of  the  emancipated  blacks,  the  reuiaining 
questions  relate  to  the  aptitude  and  adequacy  of  the  process  by 
which  the  slaves  are  at  the  same  time  to  earn  the  funds,  entire 
or  supplemental,  required  for  their  emancipation  and  removal; 
and  to  be  sufficiently  educated  for  a  life  of  freedom  and  af  so- 
cial order. 

With  respect  to  a  proper  course  of  education,  no  serious  diffi- 
culties present  themselves*  And  as  they  are  to  continue  in  a 
state  of  bondage  during  the  preparatory  period,  and  to  be 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  States  recognizing  ample  authority 
over  them,  a  competent  discipline  cannot  be  impracticable. 
The  degree  in  which  this  discipline  will  enforce  the  needed  la- 
bour, and  in  which  a  voluntary  industry  will  supply  the  defect 


•  Them  pecnllaritlea,  it  wonld  Berm,  are  not  of  equAl  force  in  the  Sonth  Anwr*" 
kan  States,  owin^,  in  part.porhapfl*  to  a  former  degrftdntioDt  produced  hy  colo- 
nial vassalage;  but  principally  to  the  leaser  contrast  of  colours.    The  dtffVrenc^j 
Is  not  Btriking  between  ibat  uf  mtxny  of  the  Spaniflh  and  Portugaese  Creoles  ani 
that  of  many  of  the  mlxod  breed,— J.  M. 
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of  compulsory  labour,  are  vital  points,  on  wliich  it  may  not  be 
safe  to  be  very  positive  without  8ome  light  from  actual  experi- 
ment. 

CoDsitlering  the  probable  composition  of  the  labourers^,  and 
the  known  fact  that,  where  the  labour  is  compulsory,  the  greater 
the  number  of  labourers  brought  together  (unless,  indeoil,  where 
co-opera ti^m  of  many  hands  is  rendered  e:*rfential  by  a  particu- 
lar kind  of  work,  or  of  machinery)  the  less  are  the  proportional 
profits,  it  may  be  doultted  whether  the  surplus  from  that  source 
merely,  beyond  the  support  of  the  establishment,  would  suffi- 
ciently accumulate  in  five,  or  even  more  years,  for  the  objects 
in  view.  And  candor  nliliges  me  to  say  that  I  am  not  satisfied 
either  that  the  prospect  of  emancipation  at  a  future  day  will 
Bufficiently  overcome  the  natural  and  habitual  repugnance  to 
labour,  or  that  there  is  sucli  lui  advantage  of  united  over  indi- 
vidual laV>om*  as  is  taken  for  granted. 

In  cases  where  portions  of  time  have  been  allotted  to  slaves, 
as  among  the  Spaniards,  with  a  view  to  their  working  out  their 
freedom,  it  is  believed  that  but  few  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  by  a  voluntary  industry;  and  such  a  result 
could  be  less  relied  on  in  a  case  where  each  individual  would 
feel  that  tlie  fruit  of  his  exertious  woubJ  be  shared  by  others, 
whether  equally  or  unequally  making  them,  and  that  the  exer- 
tions of  others  would  equally  avail  him,  notwithstanding  a  de- 
ficiency  in  his  own.  Skilful  arrangement.^  might  palliate  this 
tendency,  but  it  would  be  drfSeult  to  counteract  it  efTectually, 

The  examples  of  the  Moravians,  the  Harmonites,  and  the 
Shakers,  in  which  the  united  labours  of  many  for  a  common  ob- 
ject have  been  successful,  have,  no  doubt,  an  imposing  charac- 
ter. But  it  must  be  recollected  that  in  all  these  establishments 
there  is  a  religious  impulse  in  the  nretubers,  and  a  religious  au- 
thority in  the  head,  for  which  tliere  wiH  be  no  substitutes  of 
equivalent  efficacy  in  the  emancipating  establishment-  The 
code  of  rules  by  which  Mr.  Rapp  manages  his  conscientious  and 
devoted  flock,  and  enriches  a  common  treasury,  must  he  little 
applicable  to  the  dissimilar  assemblage  in  question.  His  expe- 
rience may  afford  valuable  aid  in  its  general  organization,  and 

VOL.  III.  32 
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in  the  distribution  and  details  of  the  work  to  be  performed. 
But  an  eBGcieot  administration  must,  as  is  judiciously  proposed, 
be  in  bands  practically  aequiiinied  with  the  propensitiey  and 
habits  of  the  members  of  tlic  new  community. 

With  a  reference  to  this  dissimilarilj,  and  to  thi?  doubt  as  to 
the  advantages  of  associated  labour,  it  may  deserve  considera- 
tion whether  the  experiment  wonhl  not  be  better  commenced  on 
a  scale  smaller  than  that  assumed  in  the  prospectus.  A  less 
expensive  outfit  would  suffice;  labourers  in  the  proper  propor- 
tions of  sex  and  age  would  be  more  attainable;  the  necessary 
discipline  and  the  direction  of  their  labour  would  be  more  airapio 
and  uiaDageable;  and  but  little  time  would  be  lost;  or,  perhaps, 
time  gained;  as  success,  for  which  the  ciiance  would,  according 
to  my  calculation,  be  increased,  would  give  an  encouraging  as- 
pect to  the  plan,  and  probably  suggest  improvements  better 
qualifying  it  for  the  larger  scale  proposed. 

Such,  Madam,  are  the  general  ideas  suggested  by  your  inter- 
esting communication.  If  they  do  not  coincide  with  yours,  and 
imply  less  of  confidence  tlian  may  bo  due  to  the  plan  you  have 
formed,  I  hope  you  will  not  question  either  my  admiration  of 
the  generous  philanthropy  which  dictated  it,  or  my  sense  of  the 
special  regard  it  evinces  for  the  honor  and  welfare  of  our  ex* 
panding,  and,  I  trust,  rising  Republic. 

As  it  is  not  certain  what  construction  would  be  put  on  the 
view  I  have  taken  of  the  subject,  I  leave  it  with  your  discretion 
to  withhold  it  altogether,  or  to  disclose  it  within  the  limits  yoa 
allude  to;  intimating  only  that  it  will  be  most  agreeable  to  me, 
on  all  occasions,  not  to  be  brought  before  the  public  where  there 
is  no  obvious  call  for  it* 

General  Lafayette  took  his  final  leave  of  us  a  few  days  ago, 
expecting  to  embark  about  this  time  in  the  new  frigate,  with  an 
appropriate  name.  He  carries  with  him  the  unanimous  bless* 
ings  of  the  free  nation  which  lias  adopted  him.  If  equal  hon- 
ours have  not  been  his  portion  in  that  in  which  he  had  his 
birth,  it  is  not  because  he  did  not  deserve  them.  This  Hemis- 
phere, at  least,  and  posterity  in  the  other,  will  aivard  wlial  ia 
due  to  the  nobleness  of  his  mind  and  the  grandeur  of  hia  career. 
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TO  JOHN  BRANNJLlf. 

MOKTPKLUKB,   S«pt^  7,  1825. 

I  have  received,  sir,  your  letter  of  August  31,  corauiuuicating 
'your  iotention  to  publish  a  trariskition  of  the  travels  of  tlic 
Marquis  de  Cliastellux  in  the  United  States  during  several  years 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  You  are  weleoiae  to  my  name  on 
the  list  of  your  subscribers,  which  I  wish  may  become  sufficient 
for  your  object.  I  caiiaot  venture  to  promise  much  addition  to 
it  in  this  particular  quarter. 

My  recollections  of  ttie  work,  as  it  appeared  in  the  original 
language,  do  not  authorize  me  to  speak  particularly  of  its  value. 
From  the  known  talents  of  tlie  author,  the  period  of  his  tour, 
and  the  advantages  under  which  it  was  made,  he  cannot  have 
failed  to  record  many  facts  and  observations  wbieli  will  have 
an  interest  with  different  classes  of  readers.  Before  he  came  to 
this  Country,  he  had  published  a  work  on  [Public  Ilappiness,] 
denoting  learned  research,  and  a  cast  of  mind  at  once  philo- 
sophic and  philanthropic* 

1  suspect  that  you  have  confounded  my  name  with  that  of  the 
late  President  of  William  and  Mary,  who  was  much  more  inti- 
mately known  to  the  Marquis  than  mysielf.  You  have  fallen  in 
one  error,  at  least,  in  regarding  him  as  my  father.  We  were 
closely  connected  by  friendship  and  affection,  but  were  not 
nearer  in  blood  than  the  degree  of  second  cousins;  our  grand- 
^fathers  being  brothers. 

^^H^h  TO  TTHOTHY  PICKERmG. 

^K  M«>irTPiLLr«ET  S^pt'  IT,  1825. 

^^  I  have  received,  sir,  your  letter  of  the  Tth  instant,  inclosing 
j^the  V  and  VI  Nos.  of  the  New  England  Farmer. 
^K  I  have  not  now  the  title  which  you  supposed  to  this  mark  of 
^^attcution.  Finding  that  I  could  not  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Agricultural  Soeiety  of  Albemarle^  held  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  me»  I  made  way,  by  resigaation^  for  a  successor  to 


500  WORKS    OP    MADISON.  1825. 

the  presiding  office,  who  might  do  more  justice  to  it.  I  have 
not,  however,  ceased  to  feel  a  due  interest  in  the  success  of  such 
Institutions,  nor  lost  my  relish  for  instructive  publications  on 
subjects  embraced  by  them.  But  I  am  compelled  by  other  de- 
mands on  my  time,  among  them  other  reading  tasks  in  which  I 
am  in  arrears,  to  abridge  very  much  the  portion  allotted  for 
works  on  husbandry.  Hence,  my  slight  acquaintance  with  what 
has  latterly  appeared  in  that  of  Mr.  Skinner,  notwithstanding 
the  merit  of  its  author,  and  the  value  of  its  contents.  The 
papers  to  which  you  refer  as  from  yourself  and  Mr.  Powell  I 
had  not  looked  into,  and  cannot,  therefore,  say  more  on  the 
question  between  you,  than  that,  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter 
and  the  pieces  inclosed  in  it,  Mr.  Powell  has  been  defective  in 
his  extracts,  as  well  as  hasty  in  some  of  his  conclusions.  Re- 
garding you  both  as  able  and  strenuous  patrons  of  a  valuable 
object  in  our  husbandry,  I  cannot  but  partake  of  the  regret 
which  must  be  felt  at  the  collision  which  has  taken  place,  and 
the  wish  that  it  may  be  terminated  by  satisfactory  explana- 
tions. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  on  the  vigorous  health  you  enjoy  at 
so  advanced  an  age,  and  in  which  you  give  your  country  an  in- 
terest, by  a  persevering  application  of  it  to  the  improvement  of 
our  rural  economy. 


TO  JOHN  BBANNAN. 

Sept«  26, 1826. 

D*  Sib, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  from 
which  I  find  that  I  have  but  imperfectly  corrected  the  errors  re- 
lating to  the  late  Bishop  Madison,  into  which  [you]  have  been 
led  by  the  author  of  the  work  you  are  preparing  for  the  press. 
The  Bishop  had  no  son  who  was  ever  a  member  either  of  Con- 
gress or  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.  He  had  not,  indeed,  at 
the  period  referred  to,  been  married  more  than  8  or  9  years,  nor 
reached  himself  the  age  of  more  than  35,  6,  or  7.  It  is  true, 
that  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Virginia  Legislature,  such  as  you 
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quote,  on  the  subject  of  slaves,  being  one  of  many  composing  a 
*' Revised  Code,"  digested  and  reported  by  Mr,  Jefferson,  Mr, 
Wytlie,  and  Mr»  Pendleton,  and  that  I  bore  a  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  it.  But  I  have  no  recollectiou  that  a  proposition 
was  made  by  any  member  for  a  general  emancipation  of  slaves.* 


TO   DOCTOB  CALDWELL, 

MoiTTPiLUSi,  September  2Slh,  1825. 

Dear  Sm, — I  have  been  long  id  debt  to  your  politeness  for 
the  copy  of  your  '*  Elements  of  Phrenology,"  put  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Slaughter,  from  whom  I  have  but  just  learned  that  he 
was  the  channel  through  wbicli  it  came.  My  acknowlerlgraents 
would  not  have  been  thus  delayed,  but  from  my  ignorance,  till 
Tery  lately,  that  your  movements  had  terminated  in  your  return 
to  Lexington. 

Phrenology  is  a  salyect  which  has  engaged  little  of  my  at- 
tention. Your  pamplilet  has  certaialy  obviated  some  of  the 
most  popular  prejudices  against  the  science,  and  enabled  the 
uninformed  like  myself  to  take  an  instructive  view  of  it. 

It  being  conceded  on  all  sides,  that  mind  and  matter  consti- 
tute the  human  being,  and  that  the  brain  is  the  part  of  matter 
through  which,  in  the  state  of  union,  the  mind  exerts  itself,  the 
question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  this  exertion  takes  place 
through  the  entire  brain,  or  any  particular  portion  of  it  as  a 
eimple  organ;  or  through  specific  compartments  of  the  brain 
corresponding  with  specific  functions  of  the  mind. 

There  can  be  nothing  repulsive  in  this  last  supposition,  if  it 
be  not  in  itself  the  more  probable  one.  But  turning,  as  it  does, 
on  facts  and  comparisons,  these  must  he  suflicieutly  verified  and 
multiplied  before  the  doctrine  can  claim  a  decided  assent. 
From  the  talents  and  industry  which  appear  to  be  employed  in 
the  investigation,  and  the  progress  already  made  in  it,  a  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  may  not  be  very  distant.     And  your  little 

*  See  letter  to  General  Wasbingtoa.  Nov.  It,  17d5.^£i>. 
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volume  is  a  proof  of  your  adequacy  to  a  liberal  participation 
in  the  task. 

I  thank  you  for  the  information  it  has  afforded  me,  with  a 
tender  of  my  esteem,  and  my  friendly  wishes. 


TO  JACOB  ENGELBRECHT. 

MoNTPKLLnB,  October  20,  1825. 

Dear  Sir, — ^Your  letter  of  September  5th  was  received  sev- 
eral weeks  ago;  but  particular  engagements  have  prevented  an 
earlier  attention  to  it.  Though  the  request  it  makes  is  a  little 
singular,  a  compliance  with  it  seems  duo  to  the  motives  which 
prompted  it. 

As  your  object  is  to  preserve  for  public  view,  at  a  posthumous 
day,  the  letter  you  wish  me  to  write,  it  ought  to  contain  some- 
thing worthy  of  such  a  purpose.  To  give  it  more  of  this  char- 
acter than  it  might  otherwise  have,  1  transcribe  a  page  in  the 
handwriting  of  Doctor  Franklin,  prefixed  to  a  copy  of  John 
Bar  tram's  Travels  to  the  Lakes,  published  in  1751,  which  was 
purchased  many  years  ago  in  a  bundle  of  pamphlets  sold  at  auc- 
tion. This  little  poetic  effusion  does  not  probably  exist  else- 
where; and  it  merits  preservation,  as  well  on  account  of  its  au- 
thor, as  of  its  moral  improvement  on  the  original  ode. 

GIVEN  BT  TOE  AUTHOR  TO  HIS  FRIEND,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Ebrace,  Ode  22,  Lib,  l.—Ldeger  viUs,  ^ 

DOTATBD. 

Whose  life  is  upright,  innocent,  and  harmlefls, 
Needs  not  a  Bartram  arm  himself  with  weapons; 
Useless  to  him,  the  sword,  the  venomed  shaft,  or 

Murderous  musket 

Thus,  when  thou^rt  joumcTing  towards  wild  Onondago 
O'er  pathless  mountains,  Nature's  works  exploring. 
Or  thro'  vast  plains  where  rolls  his  mighty  waters, 

Famed  Mississippi, 
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Should  the  fierce  she  Bear^  or  the  famished  Wildcat, 
Or  yet  more  fierce  and  wild,  Ihe  savage  Indiatt» 
Meet  thee,  God  prakmg,  aod  his  works  adoring, 

Install t  they'd  fly  th6«. 

Tho^  now  to  piercing  frofita,  now  scorching  finnbeamSi 
Now  to  anwholsomo  ft>g3,  tho'  thoifrt  exposed, 
Thy  Goardiau  Angel,  Innocence,  shall  keep  thee 

Safe  from  danger.  • 


N 
^ 


TO   0,  J,   INGEESOLL. 

Nov*  12,  1825- 

D*  SiB,^ — I  have  received  the  copy,  kiodly  sent  me,  of  your 
** Discourse"  beforo  the  Peim  Society, 

It  is  to  be  wished  that  all  the  concurring  occasions  may  be 
equally  fruitful  of  interesting  topics  and  viewa.  Sljould  the 
other  States  take  the  like  course  of  instituting  periodical  com- 
memorations  of  their  origin  and  founders,  and  the  models  you 
have  furniahed  on  this  and  other  occasions  receive  the  attentioa 
due  to  it,  the  progress  of  our  CouiUry  will  be  accompanied  by 
accumulating  materials  for  eoriching  its  History,  and  improv- 
ing the  Text-Book  of  Political  Philosophy, 


TO  THE  REV"  F.   BEA8LET, 

HonTPKLUift,  Nov*"  20,  1825. 
Bear  Sir, — I  have  dulj  received  the  copy  of  your  little  tract 
on  the  proofs  of  the  Being  and  attributes  of  God,  To  do  full 
justice  to  it  would  require  not  only  a  more  critical  attention 
than  I  have  been  able  to  bestow  on  it,  but  a  resort  to  the  cele- 
brated work  of  Dr*  Clarke^  which  I  read  fifty  years  ago  only, 
and  to  that  of  Doctor  Water  land  also^  whicli  I  nova*  read. 

The  reasoning  that  could  satisfy  such  a  mind  as  that  of 
Clarke  ought  certainly  not  to  be  slighted  in  the  discussion. 
And  the  belief  in  a  God,  all  powerful,  wise,  and  good,  is  so  es- 
sential to  the  moral  order  of  the  world,  and  to  the  happiness  of 
man,  that  arguments  which  enforce  it  cannot  be  drawn  from 
*  See  Post,  p.  586. 


dttiii 


504 


WORKS    OF    MADISON. 


1825. 


too  many  gources,  nor  adapted  with  too  much  solicitude  to  the 
different  characters  and  capacities  to  be  impressed  witlj  it. 

But  whatever  effect  may  be  produced  on  some  minds  by  the 
more  abstract  train  of  ideas  which  you  so  strongly  support,  it 
will  probably  always  be  found  t!mt  the  course  of  reasoning, 
from  the  effect  to  the  cause,  "from  nature  to  nature's  God," 
will  be  the  more  universal  and  more  persuasive  application. 

The  finiteness  of  the  human  understanding  betrays  itself  on 
all  Bubjects,  but  more  especially  when  it  contemplates  such  m 
involve  infinity.  What  may  safely  be  said  seems  to  be,  tliat 
the  iiifiuity  of  time  and  space  forces  itself  on  our  conception,  a 
limitation  of  either  being  inconceivable;  that  the  mind  prefers 
at  once  the  idea  of  a  self-existing  cause  to  that  of  an  infinite 
series  of  cause  and  effect,  which  augments,  instead  of  avoiding 
the  difficulty;  and  that  it  finds  more  facility  in  assenting  to  tlie 
8.3lf-cxisten€e  of  an  invisible  cause,  possessing  infinite  power, 
wisdom,  and  goodness^  than  to  the  self-existence  of  tlie  universe^ 
visibly  destitute  of  those  attributes,  and  which  may  be  the  ef* 
feet  of  them.  In  this  comparative  facility  of  conception  and 
belief,  all  philosophical  reasoning  on  the  subject  must,  perhaps, 
terminate.  But  that  I  may  not  get  farther  beyond  my  depth, 
and  without  the  resources  which  bear  you  up  in  fattioming  ef* 
forts,  I  hasten  to  thank  you  for  the  favor  which  has  made  me 
your  debtor,  and  to  assure  you  of  my  esteem  and  my  respectful 
regards. 


TO  DOCTOR   0.   CALDWELL. 

Deab  Sir, — Your  favor  of  October  II th  came  duly  to  hand, 
and  at  a  later  day  a  memoir  referred  to  in  it.  You  speak  of 
two  memoii*s.  If  more  than  N^  I  was  sent,  there  has  boeo  a 
miscarriage. 

T  "        '       '       -  on  my  decreasing  remnant  of  timo 

do  I  'iTi  the  profound  subjectB  embracod 

iug,  however,  that  tliey  are 
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profoundly  treated,  and  that  I  concar  with  you  at  once  in  re 
jecling  the  idea  maintained  by  some  divines,  of  more  zeal  than 
discretion,  that  there  is  no  road  from  nature  up  to  imture's 
God,  and  that  all  the  knowledge  of  his  existence  and  attributes 
which  preceded  the  written  revelation  of  tbem  waa  derived 
from  oral  tradition.  The  doctrine  is  the  more  extraordinary, 
as  it  80  directly  contradicts  the  declarations  you  have  cited 
from  the  written  authority  itself.  To  my  thanks  for  the  me* 
moir,  I  must  add  those  due  for  your  kind  references  to  the  best 
sources  of  information  on  the  subject  of  phrenology.  At  an 
earlier  stage  of  life,  I  might  be  tempted  to  avail  myself  of  thenu 
In  that  which  it  1ms  reached^  I  must  narrow,  instead  of  widen- 
ing»  the  scope  of  my  researches.  Wishing  that  the  longer  pe- 
riod before  you  may  be  successfully  employed  in  such  as  will  be 
at  the  same  time  gratifying  to  yourself,  and  useful  to  science 
and  humaalty,  &c.,  &g. 


TO  HEXBY  LEE. 

MoMTPEtURR,  Nov  29,  1825. 

I  have  received^  sir,  yours  of  the  19th  instant.  I  need  not 
repeat  my  commendation  of  your  pui'pose  to  devote  your  talents 
to  literary  pursuits.  And  the  tasks  you  now  mark  out  for  your 
pen  will  doubtless  inspire  your  efforts.  The  campaign  of  Ni- 
agara in  1814,  and  the  naval  achievements  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, are  both  o^hem  distinguished  by  their  patriotic  and  his- 
toric attractions;  afed  you  are  very  Justly  solicitous  to  procure 
from  authentic  sources  all  the  information  that  can  give  lasting 
value  to  your  undertaking. 

You  are  very  fortunate  in  tliose  already  opened  to  you,  and 
in  prospect,  with  respect  to  proceedings  in  the  Cabinet  and  cor- 
respondences between  the  President  and  its  subordinate  mem- 
bers, not  in  the  public  archives^  and  remaining  in  his  and  their 
hands;  a  part,  tljongh  a  small  one,  may  involve  particularities 
more  proper  for  oblivion  tliau  worthy  of  the  pages  of  history; 
and  there  may  be  other  parts  less  proper  for  present  than  future 
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publications.  A  knowledge  of  the  contributions  received  from 
others  would  enable  me  to  understand  how  far  ray  files  could 
make  tlicm,  in  any  instances^  more  compleat  and  satisfactory; 
and  witliout  a  superfluous  labour,  much  to  be  avoided,  in  tran- 
scribing selections  and  extracts. 


TO  PEOPESSOR  TICKNOB. 

MoiiTr«LLi«i,  T)c4^  I  ♦  1F25. 

D*  Sin,— I  have  received  yonr  favor  of  Nov'  21 » inclosing  a 
copy  of  your  **  Remarks  concerning  Harvard  University/*  I 
have  found  in  tliem  much  edifying  to  other  Institutions,  as  well 
as  a  triumphant  vindication  of  reforms  and  improvements  in 
that  one.  With  my  thanks  for  your  polite  attention,  I  pray  you 
to  be  assured  of  my  great  esteem  and  my  friendly  respects. 


TO  THOMAS  RITCHIE. 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  the  10th  instant  was  received  a  few 
days  ago,  and  1  give  it  the  earliest  answer  which  circumstances 
have  permitted. 

It  has  been  impossible  not  to  observe  the  license  of  construe* 
tion  applied  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  premises  from  wliieli  powers  are  inferred  often  cover  more 
ground  than  inferences  themselves. 

In  seeking  a  remedy  for  these  aberrations,  we  must  not  lose 
sight  of  the  essential  distinction,  too  little  heeded,  between  as- 
sumptions of  power  by  the  General  Government,  in  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  constituent  body,  and  assumptions  by  the  con- 
stituent body  through  the  Government  as  Urn  organ  of  ite  will. 
In  the  first  case,  nothing  is  necessary  but  to  rouse  the  attention 
of  the  people,  and  a  remedy  ensues  through  the  foi*Tns  of  tbe 
Constitution.  This  was  seen  when  the  Constituiion  was  vio- 
"    ad  by  the  alien  and  sedition  acts.    In  t\ie  second  ca^e,  tho 
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appeal  can  only  be  made  to  the  recollections,  ilie  reason,  and 
the  conciliatory  spirit  of  the  majority  of  the  people  against  their 
own  errors,  with  a  persevering  hope  of  snccess,  and  an  eventual 
acqniescence  in  disappointment,  unless,  indeed, oppression  should 
reach  an  extremity  overniliog  all  other  considerations.  This 
second  case  is  illustrated  by  the  apparent  call  of  a  majority  of 
the  States  and  of  the  people  for  national  roads  and  canals;  witk 
respect  to  tho  latter  of  which,  it  is  remarkable  that  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton himself,  on  an  occasion  when  he  was  giving  to  the  text  of 
the  Constitution  its  utmo.st  ductility,  [see  his  report  on  the 
Bank,]  was  constrained  to  admit  that  they  exceeded  the  author- 
ity of  Congress, 

All  power  in  liuman  hands  is  liable  to  be  abused.  In  Gov- 
ernments  independent  of  the  people,  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  wliole  may  be  sacrificed  to  tho  views  of  the  Government, 
In  Republics,  wiiero  the  people  govern  theinaclves,  and  where, 
of  course,  the  majority  govern,  a  danger  to  the  minority  arises 
from  opportunties  tempting  a  sacrifice  of  their  rights  to  the  in- 
terests, real  or  supposed,  of  the  majority.  No  form  of  govern- 
ment^ therefore,  can  be  a  perfect  guard  against  the  abuse  of 
power.  The  recommendation  of  the  republican  form  is,  that  tho 
danger  of  abuse  is  less  than  in  any  other;  and  the  superior  rec- 
ommendation of  the  federo-republican  system  is,  that  wliile  it 
provides  more  ctTectually  against  external  danger,  it  involves  a 
greater  security  to  the  minority  against  the  hasty  formation  of 
oppressive  majorities* 

These  general  observations  lead  to  the  several  questions  you 
ask  as  to  the  course  which,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  it  be- 
comes Virginia  to  pursue, 

1.  "  Ought  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  giving  to  Con- 
gress a  power  as  to  roads  and  canals,  to  be  proposed  on  her 
part;  and  what  part  taken  by  her  if  proposed  from  any  oilier 
quarter?^' 

Those  who  think  the  power  a  proper  one,  and  that  it  does 
not  exist,  must  espouse  such  an  araendment;  and  those  %vho 
think  the  power  neither  existing  nor  proper,  may  prefer  a  spe- 
cific grant,  forming  a  restrictive  precedent,  to  a  moral  certainty 
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of  an  exercise  of  the  power,  furnishing  a  contrary  precedent. 
Of  the  individual  ways  of  tbiuking  oq  this  point,  you  can  prob- 
ably make  a  better  eatiuiate  than  1  can. 

2,  "  Ought  a  proposed  amendment  to  comprise  a  particular 
guard  against  the  sweeping  misconstruction  of  the  terms,  *  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare?'" 

The  wish  for  such  a  guard  is  natural.  But  the  fallacious  in* 
ferences  from  a  failure,  however  happening,  would  seem  to  re- 
quire for  the  experiment  a  very  llatterlug  prospect  of  i?uceess. 
As  yet|  the  unlimited  power  expressed  by  the  terms,  if  disjoined 
from  the  explanatory  specificationft,  seems  to  have  been  claimed 
for  Congress  rather  incidentally  and  unimpressively,  than  under 
circumiitauces  indicating  a  dangerous  in'evalence  of  the  heresy. 
Governor  Tan  Ness  aloue  appears  to  have  officially  adopted  it» 
and  possibly  with  some  unexpressed  qualification.  Hai?  not  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  on  some  occasion  digK:laimed 
the  import. of  the  naked  terms  as  the  measure  of  Congressional 
authority?  In  general^  the  advocates  of  the  road  and  canal 
powers  have  rested  tlie  claim  on  deductions  from  some  one  or 
more  of  the  enumerated  grants. 

The  doctrine  presenting  the  most  serious  asjiect  is  that  which 
limits  the  claim  to  the  mere  "appropriation  of  money  '^  for  the 
general  welfare.  However  untenable  or  artificial  the  distinc- 
tion may  bc^  its  seducing  tendencies,  and  the  progress  made  m 
giving  it  a  practical  sanction,  render  it  pretty  certain  that  a 
constitutional  prohibition  is  not  at  present  attainable;  while  an 
abortive  attempt  would  but  give  to  the  innovation  a  great 
Btability.  Should  a  specific  amendment  take  place  on  ttie  sufc 
ject  of  roads  and  canals,  the  zeal  for  this  appropriating  power 
would  be  cooled  by  the  [irovision  for  the  primary  and  popular 
object  of  it;  at  the  same  tinie  that  the  implied  necessity  of  the 
amendment  would  have  a  salutary  influence  on  other  points  of 
construction. 

3*  "  Ought  Virginia  to  protest  against  the  power  of  internal 
improvement  by  roads  and  canals,  with  an  avowal  of  readiness 
to  acquiesce  in  a  decision  against  her  by  three-fourths  of  her 
sister  States?" 
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By  soch  a  decision  is  understood  a  mere  cxpresBion  of  con- 
current opiniouR  by  three-foiirtlis  of  the  State  Legislatures. 
However  conciliatory  tlie  inoiivea  to  sucli  a  proposition  might 
be,  it  could  not  fail  to  be  criticised  as  requirinp^  a  surrender  of 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  majority  in  expounding  the  Con- 
Btitution  to  an  extra-constitulional  project  of  a  protesting 
State,  May  it  not  be  added,  tliat  such  a  test,  if  acceded  to, 
would,  in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  end  in  a  riveting 
decision  ajc^ainst  Virginia? 

Virginia  has,  doabtless,  a  right  to  manifest  her  seDse  of  the 
Constitution,  and  of  procecdinga  under  it^  either  by  protest  or 
other  equivalent  modes.  Perhaps  the  mode  as  well  suited  as 
any  to  the  present  occasion,  if  the  occasion  itself  be  a  suitable 
one^  would  be  that  of  instructions  to  her  Representatives  in 
Congress  to  oppose  measures  violating  her  constructions  of  the 
instrument,  with  a  preamble  appealing  for  the  trutii  of  her  con- 
structions to  the  contemporary  expositions  by  those  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  intentions  of  the  Convention  which  framed 
the  Constitution;  to  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  the  State 
Conventions  which  ratified  it;  to  the  universal  understanding 
that  the  Government  of  the  Union  was  a  limited,  not  an  unlim- 
ited one;  to  the  inevitable  tendency  of  the  latitude  of  construc- 
tion in  behalf  of  internal  improvements  to  break  down  the  bar- 
riers of  unlimited  power,  it  being  obvious  that  the  ingenuity 
which  deduces  the  authority  for  such  measures  could  readily  find 
it  for  any  others  whatever;  and  particularly  to  the  inconclusive- 
ness  of  the  reasoning  from  the  sovereign  character  of  the  powers 
vested  in  Congress,  and  the  great  utility  of  particular  measures, 
to  the  rightful  exercise  of  the  powers  required  for  such  measures; 
a  reasoning  which,  however  applicable  to  the  case  of  a  single 
Government  charged  with  the  whole  powers  of  government, 
loses  its  force  in  the  case  of  a  compound  Government  like  that 
of  the  United  States,  where  the  delegated  sovereignty  is  divided 
between  the  General  and  the  State  Governments;  where  one 
sovereignty  loses  what  the  other  gains;  and  where  particular 
powers  and  duties  may  have  been  withheld  from  one,  because 
deemed  more  proper  to  be  left  with  the  other. 
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I  have  thrown  out  tlieae  hasty  remarks  more  in  compUanee 

with  your  request  than  from  a  belief  that  they  offer  anything 
new  on  the  beaten  subject.  Should  the  topics  touched  on  be 
thought  worthy  on  any  account  of  being  publicly  developed, 
they  will  he  in  hands  very  competent  to  the  task.  My  views  o| 
the  constitutional  questions  before  the  public  are  already  knowBj' 
as  far  as  they  can  he  entitled  to  notice,  and  I  find  myself  every 
day  more  indisposed,  and,  as  may  be  presumed,  less  fit,  for  re- 
appearance on  the  political  arena. 


TO   EDWARD   LTVINGRTON- 

MoirrPELUEii,  Dec^  27,  J  825, 

Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  March  13  came  duly  to  hand,  with 
a  copy  of  the  executed  part  of  your  penal  code  for  Louisiana. 
"With  every  disposition  to  comply  with  your  request  in  the  fall 
extent  of  it,  the  reflection  could  not  escape  me  that  I  ought  not 
to  obtrude  any  suggestions  affectiug  the  essentials  of  your  work, 
if  any  such  should  occur;  and  that  a  critical  examination  of  its 
details  and  definitions  was  a  task  belonging  [to]  others  of  yoii 
friends  having  a  greater  surplus  of  time,  and  better  qualifie 
also,  by  their  professional  etudies  and  experience. 

Of  the  great  object  of  your  undertaking,  that  of  simplifyin 
and  humanizing  the  penal  code,  so  much  in  need  of  both,  I  coulj 
not  express  more  praise  than  is  due;  and  however  great  the 
merit  of  the  portion  now  brought  into  view,  it  will  but  fulfil  the 
expectations  authorized  by  the  ability  shewn  in  the  ''Introduc- 
tory Report*" 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  I  think,  that  a  legal  code  may  be 
digested  and  reduced  to  writing,  with  the  great  advantage  of 
ascertaining  the  law  when  doubtful,  of  explaiuing  it  where  ob- 
scure, of  reforming  it  where  wrong  in  its  principles,  and  of  ren- 
dering it  at  once  more  systematic  and  more  concise.  But  I 
cannot  overcome  the  doubts  expressed  in  a  former  letter  of  the 
practicability,  however  desirable,  of  written  enumerations  and 
definitions  so  full  and  so  precise  as  to  supersede  altogether  a 
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resort  to  tlie  explanatory  aids  of  unwritten  or  traditional  law; 
and  I  am  Btill  ioipressed,  for  tlie  reasons  there  given,  witli  the 
hazard  of  subatitnting  for  compound  tochnical  terms  new  ones, 
whatever  be  the  skill  in  chusing  and  explaining  them. 

None  of  these  doubts,  however,  can  restrain  me  from  joining 
not  only  in  the  tribute  due  to  your  eulightcoed  and  philan- 
I  thropic  labours,  but  in  the  sincere  wish  that  the  result  of  them 
may  receive  the  sanction  and  the  experiment  for  which  it  is  pre- 
pai^ed.  As  a  whole,  it  must  be  an  incalculable  improvement  of 
the  existing  system;  and  if  any  of  the  innovations  so  pleasing 
in  theory  should  prove  exceptionable  in  practice,  the  inconve- 
nience must  be  limited  in  its  space,  and  may  be  made  so  in  its 
duration. 

From  the  tenor  of  some  of  the  above  remarks,  you  will  prol> 
ably  concur  with  me  in  thinking  that  a  publication  of  them 
would  not  avail  the  purpose  for  which  you  seemed  to  desire  it. 

I  sympathized  very  sincerely  in  the  loss  of  your  papers  by 
the  accident  of  fire.  Besides  the  difficulty  of  recalling  to  mind 
their  exact  contents,  there  is  a  nausea  in  the  efforts  well  under- 
stood  by  all  who  have  ever  had  occasion  to  make  them. 

I  must  offer  an  apology  for  the  long  delay  in  makin.i?  my  ac- 
knowledgments  for  your  polite  and  friendly  commuincation. 
For  a  considerable  time  it  was  not  known  where  a  letter  would 
find  you.  And  since  your  arrival  at  Washington,  particular 
engagements  have  engrossed  my  attention;  to  which  I  might 
add,  that  I  have  been  at  no  time  unaware  of  the  little  impor- 
tance of  what  must  be  the  purport  of  a  letter.  With  this  ex- 
planation, I  pray  you  to  accept  assurances  of  my  high  esteem 
and  my  best  wishes. 


TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

MoirTPiLLi^E,  Dt'G'  28,  1825. 

Dear  Sib, — I  received  yesterday  evening  yours  of  the  24th 
instant,  inclosing  a  paper  drawn  up  with  a  view  to  the  question 
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of  "Roads  and  Canals/'  and  to  the  course  of  proceed ini^  most 
cxpcdiont  for  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  now  in  session. 

In  uij  retired  i>ositioii  it  is  difficult  to  scan  tiie  precise  ten- 
dency of  measures  addressed  to  the  opioione  and  feelinirs  of  th<5 
States  and  of  their  Representative*;  tliese  beinj^  imfierfcctlr 
understood,  and  continually  underj^oin^^,  also,  more  or  Ims  of 
modifications.  In  general,  1  liave  doubted  the  policy  of  any  at- 
tempt l>y  Virprinia  to  take  ilie  lend,  or  the  appearance  of  it,  in 
opposing  the  obnoxiouB  career  of  Congre^<s,  or,  rather,  i»f  their 
constituents,  considering  the  prejudices  which  seem  to  bare 
been  excited  of  late  against  her.  And  the  douV^t  is  now  strength- 
ened by  the  diver^^^ity  of  opinion  apparently  t-aking  place  among 
Ijcr  opponents,  which,  if  not  cliecked  tiy  interpositions  on  her 
part,  may  break  the  phalanx  with  which  she  has  to  deal.  Hith- 
erto the  encroachments  of  Congress  have  not  proceeded  far 
enough  to  rouse  the  full  attention  of  some  of  the  States;  wh»\ 
though  not  opposing  the  limited  expense  of  Surveying  Engi- 
neers, or  the  productive  subscrqitianf?  to  projected  improvements 
by  particular  States,  will  unite  with  Virginia  in  combating  tho 
exercise  of  powers  which  must  not  only  interfere  with  their 
k)cal  jurisdictions,  but  expend  vast  snins  of  money,  from  which 
their  share  of  benefit  would  not  be  proportioned  to  their  share 
of  the  burden.  To  this  consideration  I  refer  the  recent  proposi- 
tion of  Mr,  Bailey.  It  may  have  had,  in  part,  tlie  motives  you 
allude  to.  But  it  can  bo  explained  l>y  the  local  calculations 
under  its  snrface,  Tlie  members  of  Congress  from  New  Eng- 
land have  never  been  entirely  united  no  the  sulyect  of  National^ 
Canals,  ttc;  and,  although  sundry  projects  of  that  sort  havet- 
lately  appeared  in  that  quarter,  as  elsewhere,  it  is  probable  tliat 
most  of  them  will  be  found  either  impracticable,  or  threatening 
changes  in  the  channels  of  trade,  causing  them  to  be  abandoned. 
It  is  pretty  certain  that  the  progress  made  by  New  England  in 
her  internal  improvements  reduces  her  interest  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  them  with  the  natioual  revenue  below  her  contributions 
to  it,  or  her  portion  of  a  dividend  from  it-  The  remark  is  n]> 
plicable  to  the  weighty  State  of  New  York,  where  the  power 
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assumed  by  Congress  lias  always  been  viewed  wiLli  n  degree  of 
je4ilou,sy,  and  wbero,  I  believe,  a  decided  oppoeiition  would  be 
made  against  a  claim  that  would  touch  her  soil  or  introduce  a 
jiirisdieliou  over  it,  without  the  express  consent  of  the  State. 
Her  Senator,  Van  Huron,  it  appears,  lias  ulreudy  taken  up  the 
subject,  and  no  doubt  with  a  purpose  of  controuling  tfje  assumed 
power.  The  progress  made  by  other  States  in  like  ioiprove- 
racnts,  under  their  own  authority,  may  be  expected  to  enlist 
some  of  them  on  the  same  side  of  the  question.  Were  Congress, 
indeed,  possessed  of  the  undisputed  power  in  the  case,  it  would 
be  a  problem  whether  it  would  not  he  paralysed  by  the  diffi- 
enlty  of  adapting  a  system  of  Roads  and  Canals  to  the  divcrsi* 
fied  situations  of  the  St.'ites,  and  of  making  a  satisfactory  fi[»por- 
tionment  of  the  benefits  and  burdens  among  them.  As  this  is  a 
Tiew  of  the  subject,  however,  not  likely  to  quiet  the  apprehen- 
ions  which  prevail,  and  might  yiehl  to  fuller  inforuiatifin  with 
rd  to  it,  I  should  suppose  Virginia  would  find  an  eligible 
compromise  iu  Mr,  Bailey's  project;  notwithstanding  the  bear- 
ing  it  may  liave  in  favor  of  a  prolonged  tariff,  as  tfie  nurse  of 
the  manufacturing  system.  It  may  be  well,  at  least,  to  know 
the  weakness  of  the  proposition,  in  and  out  of  Congress,  before 
any  irrevocable  decision  be  had  at  Richmond. 

Should  any  strong  interposition  there  be  ultimately  required, 
your  paper  will  be  a  valuable  re?ort.  But  I  must  sulmiit  to 
your  consideration,  whether  the  expedient  with  whicf»  it  closes, 
of  enacting  statutes  of  Congress  into  Virginia  statutes,  would 
not  be  an  anomaly  without  any  operative  character,  besides  the 
objection  to  a  lumiiing  and  anticipating  enactment.  As  the  acts 
in  question  would  not  be  executed  by  the  ordinary  functionaries 
of  Virginia,  and  she  could  not  convert  the  federal  into  State 
functionaries,  the  whole  proceeding  would  be  as  exclusively  un- 
der the  federal  authority  as  if  the  Legislative  interference  of 
Virginia  had  not  taken  place;  her  interference  amounting  to 
nothing  more  than  a  rceoinmeufhiflorf  to  her  citizens  to  acquiesce 
in  the  exercise  of  the  power  assumed  by  Congress,  for  which 
there  is  no  apparent  necessity  or  obligation. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  a  letter  from 
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Mr.  Ritcliie^  marked  witli  all  liis  warm  fecliii^t?  on  the  occasion, 
made  a  pressing  call  for  my  opinions  and  advice.  I  inclose  it 
with  my  answer,  in  which  you  will  seo  the  course  which  occurred 
to  me  as  most  eligible  or  least  questionable;  Bailey ^s  profjosi- 
tion  being  at  the  time  unkuown.  1  was  apprehensive  that  en^ 
couragement  to  a  stronger  course,  in  the  pre:?ent  Ftagc  of  the 
business  and  temper  of  the  AsHcmbly,  might  lead  to  a  stile  and 
tone  irriUting,  rather  than  subduing  prejudices,  instead  of  the 
true  policy  as  well  as  dignity  of  mingling  as  much  of  mnQiier 
in  modo  as  would  be  consistent  with  the  fori  iter  in  re.  Wliilst 
Congress  feel  themselves  backed  by  a  majority  of  their  conntit- 
uents,  menace  or  defiance  will  never  deter  them  from  their  pur- 
poses; particnlarly  when  such  langnage  proceeds  from  tlie  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  to  which  there  is  a  habit  of  alluding  as  dis- 
tinguished by  causes  of  internal  weakness. 

Yon  asked  an  early  answer^  and  I  have  hurried  one,  at  the 
risk  of  crudeness  in  some  of  its  views  of  the  subject.  If  there 
be  errors^  they  can  do  no  harm  when  under  your  controul. 


TO   THOMAS   J.    ROGEBS. 

MOlfTPELLIKIty   JaQ7  ICp  t826w 

D"*  Sib, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  5tli  instant,  with 
a  copy  of  the  3'^  edition  of  your  Biographical  Remembrancer. 
I  observe  that  you  have  increased  its  value  by  lengthening  the 
roll  of  deceased  worthies  selected  for  its  pages.  You  j«istly 
regard  such  a  task  as  saving  from  oblivion  merits  and  memo- 
ries to  which  posterity  ought  to  be  enabled  to  do  justice*  It 
is,  indeed,  from  such  materials  that  some  of  the  most  instructive 
lessons,  as  well  as  most  attractive  ornaments,  are  to  be  woven 
into  the  History  of  our  Revolution. 
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Remarks  on  an  Exfrad  from  Hamilton's  rej>ort^  pvUislyed  in  the 
Rich m and  Enq u irer. 

In  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  tho  2l8t  is  an  extract  from  the 
Report  of  Secretary  Hamilton  on  the  constitutionality  of  tlie 
Bank,  in  which  ho  opposes  a  resort,  in  expound iiig  the  Consti- 
tution,  to  the  rejection  of  a  proposition  in  tfie  Con ven lion,  or 
to  any  evidence  extrinsic  to  the  text.  Did  he  not  advise,  if  not 
draw  up,  the  message  refusing  to  the  Iloose  of  Representatives 
the  papers  relating  lo  Jay^s  treaty,  in  wliicli  President  Wash- 
ington combats  the  right  of  tlicir  call  by  a[ipealing  to  liis  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the  Convention^  having 
been  himself  a  member  of  it,  to  the  authority  of  a  rejected  prop- 
osition appearing  on  the  journals  of  tlic  Convention,  and  to  the 
opinions  entertained  in  the  State  Conventions?  (Wait's  State 
Papers,  Vol.  2,  p.  102 — 5*)  Unfortunately,  the  President  had 
forgotten  his  sanction  to  the  Bank,  which  disregarded  a  rejected 
proposition  on  that  subject.  This  case,  too,  was  far  more  in 
point  than  the  proposition  in  that  of  the  Treaty  papers.  Wliat- 
ever  may  be  the  degree  of  force  in  some  of  the  remarks  of  tlie 
Secretary,  he  pushes  them  too  far.  But  tho  contradictions  be- 
tween the  Report  and  the  message  are  palpable, 

January  25,  1826. 


TO  THOMAS   L.    M^^KENNET* 

MoKTPKLtntR,  Feby  10,  1826. 

Dear  Sir,^ — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  iostant, 
and  in  compliance  with  its  request  inclose  a  few  lines  to  Secre- 
tary Barbour.  I  have  declined  troubling  the  President  directly 
on  the  subject. 

The  article  in  the  North  American  Review  concerning  tlie 
Indians  is  evidently  from  one  who,  with  opportunities  the  m08t 
favorable  for  his  purpose,  has  made  the  best  use  of  them;  and 
who  has  given,  moreover,  to  his  publication,  the  advantage  of 
a  literary  dress,  rendering  it  the  more  attractive.     I  wish,  as 
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doubtless  lie  does,  tliat  your  eoninients  on  liis  distri^st  of  (he 

Tneans  adopted  for  new-Diodelling  the  Indian  character  may  bo 
Fanctroned  by  their  BucceHS.  If  I  am  le^^s  sanguine  of  each  a 
result  than  you  are,  I  do  not  despair,  and  join  in  applauding  tlie 
philanthropy  and  zeal  that  labour  and  hoi>e  for  it.  Next  to  tlie 
ease-of  the  black  race  within  our  bosom,  tliat  of  the  red  on  our 
borders  is  tlie  problem  most  ballling  to  the  policy  of  onr  coun- 
try. 

In  estimating  the  susceptibilities  of  the  Indian  character,  and 
devising  the  treatmcut  best  suited  to  it  Jt  might  be  well  to  know 
more  than  we  do  of  what  relates  to  the  red  race  io  the  regions 
south  of  us.  Exam)dos  have  there  been  furnished  of  gradations 
from  the  most  savage  staie  to  the  advanced  one  in  Mexico  and 
Peru.  The  descendants  of  these  last,  though  retaining  tlieir 
physical  features,  are  understood  to  constitute  an  integral  part 
of  tlie  organized  popuLation.  But  we  have  not  sufficiently  ex- 
tended our  researches  to  their  precise  condition,  political,  legali 
sociaL  intellectuab  and  moral;  and  with  respect  to  tlic  iuferior 
tribes  adjoining  a  white  population,  or  comprehended  within  its 
limits^  their  actual  condition,  and  the  policy  influencing  it^  is 
still  less  known  to  us.  More  light  on  the  subject  could  not  but 
be  acceptable  where  a  single  ray  might  not  be  without  its  use. 


TO    THOMAS   JEFFERSON- 

MojfTPELLTim,  FebJ  24*  1S?6. 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  tlie  Hth  was  duly  received.  The  awk* 
ward  state  of  the  law  professorship  is  truly  distressing,  but 
seems  to  be  without  immediate  remedy.  Considering  the  hope- 
less condition  of  Mr*  Gilmer,  a  temporary  appointment,  if  an 
acceptable  successor  were  at  hand,  whilst  not  indelicate  towards 
the  wortliy  moribund  incumbent,  might  be  regarded  as  equiva- 
lent to  a  permanent  one.  And  if  the  hesitation  of  our  col- 
leagues  at  Richmond  has  no  reference  t^  Mr,  Terril,  but  ig 
merely  tenderness  towards  Mr.  Gilmer,  I  see  no  objection  to  a 
communication  to  Mr.  T.  that  would  bring  him  to  Virginia  at 


I 


1826. 


LETTERS- 


51- 


once,  and  thus  abridge  the  loss  of  time.  The  bard-hear  led  ues? 
of  the  Legislature  towards  what  ought  to  be  the  faroritc  off- 
spring of  the  State,  is  as  reproachful  as  deplorable.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  reScctions  of  another  year  will  produce  a  more  pureutal 
sensibility. 

I  had  noticed  the  disclosures  at  Richmond  with  feelings  which 
I  am  sure  1  need  not  express,  any  ruorc  than  the  alleviation  of 
them  by  the  sequel.  I  had  not  been  without  fears  that  the 
causes  you  enumerate  were  underuiimrig  your  estate.  But  they 
did  not  roach  the  extent  of  the  e%il.  Some  of  tlie^e  causes  were, 
indeed^  forced  on  my  attention  by  my  owti  experience.  Since 
my  returu  to  private  life,  (and  the  case  was  worse  during  my 
absence  in  publiej  such  have  been  tlie  unkind  seasons,  and  the 
ravages  of  insects,  that  I  have  made  but  one  tolerable  crop  of 
tobacco,  and  but  one  of  wheat;  the  proceeds  of  both  of  which 
were  greatly  curtailed  by  mishaps  in  the  sale  of  them.  And 
liaving  no  resources  but  in  the  earth  I  cultivate,  I  have  been 
living  very  much  throughout  on  borrowed  meaus.  As  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  my  debts  have  swelled  to  an  amount  whicli, 
if  called  for  at  the  present  conjuncture,  would  give  to  my  situa- 
tion a  degree  of  analogy  to  yours.  Fortunately,  I  am  not  threat- 
ened with  any  rigid  pressure,  and  have  the  chance  of  better 
crops  and  prices,  with  the  prospect  of  a  more  leisurely  disposal 
of  the  property,  which  must  be  a  final  resort. 

You  do  not  overrate  the  interest  I  feel  in  tke  University,  as 
the  temple  tlirough  which  alone  lies  tlie  road  to  that  of  Liberty. 
But  you  entirely  do  my  aptitude  to  be  your  successor  in  watch- 
ing over  its  prosperity.  It  would  be  the  pretension  of  a  mere 
worshipper,  **remplacer,''  the  Tutelary  Genius  of  the  sunctuary. 
The  best  hope  is  in  the  continuance  of  your  cares,  till  they  can 
be  replaced  by  the  stability  and  self-growth  of  the  Institution. 
Little  reliauce  can  be  put  even  on  the  fellowship  of  my  services. 
The  past  year  has  given  me  sufficient  intimation  of  the  infirmi- 
ties iu  wait  for  me.  In  calculating  the  probabilities  of  g^urvi- 
vorship^  the  inferiority  of  my  constitution  forms  au  equation,  at 
least,  with  the  seniority  of  yours. 

It  would  seem  that  some  interposition  is  meditated  at  Rich- 
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mortd  against  tlie  assumed  powers  of  internal  improTement.  and 
in  the  mode  reeommcndeJ  by  Governor  PleasanU,  iii  which  my 
letter  to  Mr,  Riteliie  concurred,  of  Instructions  to  the  Senators 
in  Congress.  No  better  mode  can,  perhaps,  be  taken,  if  an  in- 
terposition be  likelj  to  do  good;  a  point  on  which  the  opinion 
of  tlie  VirgioiiL  members  at  Washington  onght  to  have  ujueli 
weiglit.  They  can  best  judge  of  tlie  tendency  of  such  a  meas- 
nre  at  the  present  moment,  Tlie  public  mind  is  certninly  qjorc 
divided  on  the  subject  than  ii  lately  was.  And  it  is  not  im- 
jn'obable  that  the  question,  wliether  the  powers  exist,  will  more 
and  more  give  way  to  the  question,  how  far  they  ought  to  be 
granted. 

You  caiiijot  look  back  to  the  long  period  of  our  private  friend- 
ship and  political  harmony  with  more  affecting  recollections 
than  I  do.  If  they  are  a  source  of  pleasure  to  you,  what  ought 
they  not  [to]  be  to  me?  We  cannot  be  deprived  of  UiC  happy 
consciousness  of  the  pure  devotion  to  the  public  good  with  which 
wo  discharged  the  trusts  committed  to  us*  And  I  indnltre  a 
confidence  that  sufficient  evidence  will  find  its  way  to  another 
generation^  to  ensure,  after  we  are  gone,  wliatever  of  justice 
may  be  withheld  wliilst  we  are  here.  The  political  horizon  J8 
already  yielding,  in  your  case  at  least,  the  surest  auguri<^  of  il. 
Wishing  and  hoping  that  you  may  yet  live  to  increase  tho  df?bt 
which  our  Country  owes  you,  and  to  witness  the  incrcit^ing 
gratitude  which  alone  can  pay  it,  I  offer  you  the  fullest  relura 
of  affectionate  assurances. 


TO   COETVEBSB  SHEBMAN. 

MoNTFBLLrsB,  MatcL  10.  IBUL 

SiE, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant*  incIoBiof 
a  manuscript  copy  of  Mr,  Webster's  prospectus  of  his  Diction- 
ary, with  a  printed  specimen  of  the  execution  of  the  work;  and 
1  comply  with  your  request  of  an  early  answer. 

The  plan  embraces  so  many  commendable  objects  beyond  the 
ordinary  scope  of  such  works,  that  its  successful  execution  must 
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be  a  substantial  improvement  on  tlieni.  The  specimen,  tliongli  too 
scanty  to  autliorize  any  definitive  judg-ment,  certainly  [evinces?] 
learned  researcht  elaborate  diacriniination,  and  a  taste  for  care- 
ful definition,  such  as  might  be  expected  from  the  known  ability^ 
studies,  and  useful  industry  of  the  author.  CoDfiding  as  I  do  in 
these  qualilications,  I  am  prepared  to  find  in  the  fruit  of  his 
long  and  laborious  application  to  a  favorite  pursuit  all  the  value 
ascribed  to  it.  Whilst  few  things  are  more  ditScult^  few  are 
more  desirable  than  a  standard  work,  explaining,  and  as  far  as 
possible  fixing,  the  meaning  of  words  and  plirases.  All  lan- 
guages, written  as  well  as  oral,  though  much  less  than  oral,  are 
liable  to  changes,  from  causes,  some  of  them  inseparable  from 
the  nature  of  oianand  the  progress  of  society,  A  perfect  remedy 
for  the  evil  must,  therefore,  be  unattainable.  But  as  fai*  m  it 
may  be  attainable,  the  attempt  is  laudable;  and  next  to  conipleat 
success,  is  that  of  recording  with  admitted  fidelity  the  state  of  a 
language  at  tlie  epoch  of  the  record.  In  the  exposition  of  laws, 
and  even  of  ConHtitutions,  how  many  important  errors  may  be 
produced  by  mere  innovations  in  the  use  of  words  and  plirases, 
if  not  controulabic  by  a  recurrence  to  the  original  and  authen- 
tic meaning  attached  to  theml 

WiHi  a  sincere  wish  that  the  enterprising  task  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster may  obtain  all  the  public  approbation  anticipated  by  his 
friends,  and  have  every  other  remunerating  result,  I  tender  you 
the  expression  of  my  friendly  respects. 


^  the 

^^^P  TO   G.   W.    FEATHERSTOXHAUGH, 

^^^^  MoMTPiLLreB,  March  11,  lP2fi. 

1^       D**  Sir. — I  have  duly  received  your  note  of  the  25th  instant, 

and  the  volume  of  Agricultural  Memoirs  forwarded  with  it. 

You  liave  been  very  kind  in  repeating  such  a  favour,  notwith- 

bBtanding  tlie  failure  on  my  part  of  any  compensating  returns  for 
preceding  ones.  The  Albemarle  Society  has  not  yet  jmblished 
any  similar  collection  of  papers.  And  as  for  myself,  time  is 
fast  stealing  from  me,  wliat  I  hope  yon  will  long  retain,  the  ac- 
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iivitjr  necessary  for  agrirultuml  imrsuits.  This  consideration, 
added  to  the  distance  of  tlie  meeting  place  of  the  Society,  has 
ohliged  mc  to  withdraw  frum  the  presiding  office,  with  which  I 
had  been  honored,  that  it  might  be  filled  with  a  more  conipetent 
successor. 

Oo  casting  an  eye  over  the  memoirs,  enough  of  useful  matter 
present.^  itself  to  excite  regret  that  they  are  the  last  ofloriug  to 
be  expected  from  the  same  source.  I  observe  in  Uicm  a  proof 
that  on  the  qucstiou  so  much  agitated  concerning  the  rival 
breeds  of  cattle,  you  continue  to  side  with  the  pntrona  of  tho 
short-horns;  and  for  reasons  which  appear  very  cogent.  With 
us  there  are  no  o|>portunitics  of  making  the  proper  comparisons^ 
owing  partly  to  the  inferiority  of  our  climate  for  grazing  hus- 
bandry ;  much,  also,  to  a  general  backwardness  in  rural  Improve- 
ments* Being  myself  no  advocate  for  putting  the  ox  as  much 
as  possible  in  place  of  the  horse,  and  even  U*e  mule,  for  draught 
service,  I  feel  a  great  esteem  for  the  breed  most  fitted  for  it. 

Repeating  my  acknowledgments  for  the  ubiigalions  you  have 
laid  mc  under,  I  beg  leave  to  renew,  at  the  same  time,  assur* 
ances  of  my  cordial  esteem  and  my  best  wishes. 


TO   AXDREW   STETENSOJf. 

MoMTfSLLisii,  March  25,  \B2S. 

DeAB  Sm, — I  have  received  the  copy  of  your  late  speech, 
kindly  forwarded  by  you.  I  ca,nnot  say  that  I  concur  in  all 
your  views  of  the  subject  it  discusses.  But  I  take  pleasure  in 
doing  justice  to  the  ability  wnth  which  those  arc  maiutainod  ta 
whicli  I  do  not  concur. 

Will  you  pardon  me  for  pointing  out  an  error  of  fact  into 
which  you  have  fallen,  as  others  have  done,  by  supposing  tliat 
the  term  tiaikmal,  applied  to  the  contemplated  governmeul  m 
the  early  stage  of  the  Convention,  particularly  in  the  proix>8i- 
tions  of  Mr.  Randolph,  was  equivalent  to  anUmitrxl  or  consoli- 
dated? This  was  not  the  case.  The  term  was  nscd,  not  in 
contradistinction  U>  a  limited,  but  to  a/rrferoZ  government.   As 
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the  latter  operated  witljia  tlic  extent  of  its  authority  through 
requisitions  on  the  confederated  States,  and  rested  on  the  sanc- 
iiun  of  t^tnte  Lct!:lslatures,  the  government  to  take  its  place 
was  to  operate  within  the  extent  of  its  powers  directly  and  co- 
ercively  on  individuals,  and  to  receive  the  higher  sanction  of  the 
people  of  tlie  States;  and  there  being  no  technical  or  appropriate 
denomination  applicable  to  the  new  and  unique  system,  tlie  term 
national  was  used,  with  confidence  that  it  would  not  be  taken 
in  a  wronip^  sense,  especially  as  a  right  one  could  be  readily 
suggested,  if  not  sufficiently  implied,  by  some  of  the  propositions 
themselves.  Certain  it  is,  that  not  more  than  two  or  three  mem- 
bers of  the  body,  and  they  rather  tljeoretically  tlian  practically, 
were  in  favor  of  an  unliniiled  goverDment,  founded  on  a  consoli- 
dation of  the  States;  and  that  neither  Mr.  llandolpli,  nor  any 
one  of  his  colleagues,  was  of  the  nnmber.  His  ]jroposition8  were 
the  result  of  a  meeting  of  the  whole  deputation,  and  concurred 
or  acquiesced  in  unanimously,  merely  as  a  general  introduction 
of  the  business;  such  as  miglit  be  expected  from  tiic  part  Vir- 
ginia had  borne  in  bringing  about  the  Convention,  and  as  might 
be  detailed  and  defined  in  the  progress  of  the  work.  The  jour- 
nal sliews  that  this  was  done. 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  understand  your  allusions  to  the  origin 
of  the  Convention  of  1787,  If  I  do,  you  liave  overlooked  steps 
antecedent  to  the  interposition  of  the  old  Congress.  That  Con- 
vention grew  out  of  the  Convention  at  jlnnapolis,  in  August, 
1766,  recommended  by  Virginia  m  the  preceding  winter.  It 
had  for  its  objects  certain  provisions  only,  relating  to  commerce 
and  revenue.  Tlie  Deputies  wlio  met,  inferring  from  an  inter- 
change of  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  public  mind  that  it 
had  made  a  great  advance,  subsequent  even  to  the  act  of  Vir- 
ginia, towards  maturity  for  a  thorough  reform  of  the  federal 
system,  took  the  decisive  step  of  recommending  a  Convention, 
with  adequate  powers  for  the  purpose*  The  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  being  the  first  that  assembled,  set  the  example  of  com- 
pliance, and  endeavored  to  strengthen  it  by  putting  General 
Washington  at  the  head  of  her  Deputation. 

I  cannot  but  highly  approve  the  industry  with  which  you 
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Imvo  scarclied  for  a  key  to  the  sense  of  the  Constitution, 
alone  the  true  one  can  be  found,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Cc 
ventioui  the  coteuiporary  expositions, and,  above  all.  in  the 
fyin^^  conventions  of  the  States,  If  the  instrnmeut  be 
jneted  by  criticisms  which  lose  sight  of  the  intention  of  tlie 
tics  to  it,  in  the  fascinating  pursuit  of  objects  of  public  ad 
tage  or  convenience,  the  purest  motives  can  be  no  secnri 
against  innovations  materially  changing  the  features  of  thegfli 
erumcnt. 

Mrs,  M.  charges  me  with  her  warmest  affection  for  Mrs, 
veason,  with  which  I  beg  leave  to  mingle  mine.     She  joins^tl 
in  the  assurances  of  cordial  esteom  and  regard  which  ai« 
dered  to  yourself, 


N 


TO   T.   L.  ITKENNET, 

MAJtcn  27,  mt 

D*  Sm, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  ISUi,  with  a  i 
piemen tal  Document  relating  to  the  civilization  of  the  IndiaiJ 
a  sulijcct  bighly  interesting  uuder  all  its  aspects.     The  lit 
** characters*'  devised  by  the  Indian  ** Guess/*  arc  the  oOsprb 
of  an  ingenious  raind*   But  if  I  understand  them,  they  are  rati 
Stenographic  than ''  Alphabetic;  ^^  a  species  of  writing  faciltl 
doubtless,  by  the  scantiness  of  the  language, 

I  had  noticed  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  published  ST 
newspapers  much  commended,  as  it  deserved,  for  its  moral 
intellectual  merit. 


TO  LriTLETOH  DENNIS  TEACKLE, 

D*  Sib,— I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  instaot,  i 
closing  a  copy  of  the  law  providing  for  primary  seliool- 
out  your  State.     I  congratulate  you  on  the   found  a  i 
laid  for  a  general  system  of  oducationj  and  hope  that  it  pr 
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a  superstructure  worthy  of  tlie  patriotic  forecast  wliicli  haa 
commenced  the  work.  The  best  service  that  can  be  rendered 
to  a  country,  next  to  Lliat  of  giving  it  liberty,  13  in  diffusing  the 
mental  improvement  equally  essential  to  the  preservation  and 
the  enjoy  men  t  of  the  blessing. 


TO  M.   YAN   BDREN. 

MojCTPftLLiis,  April  28, 1820, 

Dear  Sie, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  22d,  and  al; 

the  saiDO  time,  under  another  cover,  the  paper  containing  your 
observationa  on  the  depeoding  modification  of  the  Federal 
courts, 

Tlio  judicial  department  is  evidently  not  a  little  difficult  to 
be  accommodated  to  the  territorial  extent  to  which  the  legisla- 
tive and  executive  may  be  carried  on  the  Federal  principle.  To 
prevent  tlie  gradual  departure  from  uniformity  in  the  legal  code, 
which  must  be  the  effect  of  sectional  courts  with  final  jurisdic- 
tion, an  appellate  tribunal  is  indispeusablc;  and  the  arduoiisncsg 
of  the  task  of  distributing  a  desirable  attendance  of  its  members 
throughout  the  community,  without  encroaching  too  much  on 
their  useful  leisure,  or  on  the  tiiiie  essential  for  the  discharge  of 
their  central  duties,  and  without  exacting  itinerary  fatigues  be- 
yond tliC  physical  activity  to  be  looked  for  in  a  certain  portion 
of  thera,  is  sufficiently  observable  in  tlic  past  deliberations. 
Were  three,  at  least,  of  the  present  judges  assigned  to  the  more 
remote  parts  of  the  Union,  their  ages  alone  would  be  serious,  if 
not  insuperable,  obstacles  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  compound 
services;  and  the  remote  parts  will,  if  not  in  the  first  instance, 
Boon  have  their  share  of  the  aged  class.  The  views  you  have 
taken  of  the  subject  are  very  interesting  and  instructive.  But 
if  it  be  understood  that  the  expanding  population  will  at  no 
distant  day  render  the  circuit  functions  of  the  appellate  judges 
impracticable,  it  is  an  important  question  whether  a  change  of 
the  system,  so  far  as  local  feelings  are  to  be  encountered,  will 
become  more  or  less  embarrassing;  whether,  if  tlie  necessity  bo 
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HiOre  pressing  on  one  liand^  habit  and  other  opposing  consider^ 

atioD3  will  or  will  not  keep  pace  with  it  on  the  other.    These 

are  questions,  however,  for  jour,  uot  my,  decision. 

With  esteem,  Ac,, 


TO  R*  RIKER, 


AGNEW,  JR.,  AND 


BOLTOK,  COMSnTTEE  OF 


THE  CORPORATION  OP  NEW  YORK. 

MoNTPKLLr»«  Ma  J  31.  1626. 

Gentlemen,^ — I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  April  28, 
and  with  it,  a  medal  of  gold,  coinracmorating  the  completion  of 
the  Erie  canal,  presented  in  the  name  of  the  City  of  New  York 
by  order  of  the  Common  Council;  the  medal  being  accompanied 
by  a  box  made  of  maple  brought  from  the  Lake  in  tlic  first  canal 
boat,  tlie  Seneca  Chief, 

I  be^  tlie  Corporation  to  be  assured  that  I  feel,  in  its  full  c:c- 
tent,  the  value  of  this  testimonial  of  its  kind  respect;  and  that 
no  one  can  offer  a  more  cordial  tribute  of  congratulation  than 
myself  on  the  commemorated  event;  an  event  the  more  splendid 
when  viewed  in  its  contrast  with  occasions  to  wliich  sucli  em* 
blcms  have  been  often  dedicated. 

As  a  monument  of  public  spirit  conducted  by  enlightened 
counsels;  as  an  example  to  other  States  worthy  of  eraularing 
enterprise;  and  as  itself  a  piucious  contribution  to  the  happy 
result  to  our  country  of  facilitat-ed  commimications  and  inter- 
mingled interests,  bringing  nearer,  and  binding  faster,  the  mul- 
tiplying parts  of  the  expanding  whole;  the  canal  which  unites 
the  great  Western  Lakes  with  the  Atlantic  ocean  is  an  achieve- 
ment of  which  the  State  of  New  York  may  at  all  times  be  proud, 
and  which  well  uierited  the  homage  so  aptly  paid  to  it  by  her 
great  commercial  metropolis. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  gentlemen,  individually,  the  expression 
of  my  high  respect  and  my  best  wishes. 
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TO    N.   P.    TRTST. 

MONTPKLLIBR,    Julj  Gtll,  1820. 

Deab  Sir,^ — I  have  just  received  jours  of  the  4th.  A  few 
lines  from  Dr.  Dmiglisoii  had  prepared  me  for  sucli  a  couitnuni- 
cation;  and  I  never  doubted  that  tlie  last  scene  of  our  illnstrious 
friend*  would  be  worthy  of  tiie  life  which  it  closed,  hong  as 
this  has  been  spared  to  his  Country  and  to  those  who  loved  hira, 
a  few  years  more  were  to  have  been  desired  far  tlie  sake  of 
both.  Bat  we  are  more  than  consoled  for  tlie  losi?  by  the  gain 
to  him ;  and  by  the  assurance  that  ho  lives  and  wnll  live  in  the 
memory  and  gratitude  of  tlie  wise  and  good  as  a  luminary  of 

■  science,  as  a  votary  of  liberty,  as  a  model  of  patriotinm,  and  as 
a  benefactor  of  human  kind.  In  these  characters  I  have  known 
him,  and  not  less  in  the  virtues  and  charms  of  social  life,  for  a 
period  of  fifty  years,  during  whicli  there  has  not  been  an  inter- 
ruption or  diminution  of  mutual  confidence  and  cordial  fi'iend- 
ship  for  a  single  moment,  in  a  single  instance.     What  I  feel, 

_    therefore,  now^  need  not,  I  should  say,  cannot^  be  expressed.   If 

f  there  be  any  possible  way  in  which  I  can  mt/ully  give  evidence 
of  it,  do  not  fail  to  afford  me  an  opportunity.  I  indulge  a  hope 
that  the  unforeseen  event  will  not  be  permitted  to  impair  any 
of  the  beneficial  measures  which  were  in  progress  or  in  project* 

H     It  cannot  be  unknown  that  the  anxieties  of  the  deceased  were 

I     for  others,  not  for  himself* 

I    I 

■      8UC1 


TO  GEOEGE   MASOK. 

Jflt  U,  1826. 

I  hare  received,  sir,  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  requesting 
such  information  as  I  may  be  able  to  give  as  to  the  origin  of 
the  document,t  a  copy  of  wliich  was  inclosed  in  it. 

The  motive  and  manner  of  the  request  would  entitle  it  to 


•  Mr  JelTersoTi, 

t  Memo  rial  aDd  RemoDatrance  against  Retij^iouB  EfitabnslimontB. 
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respect,  if  les3  easily  complied  with  than  by  the  following  st^te* 
ment: 

Duriug  the  session  of  the  General  Asseinhlyi  1784-5,  a  bill 
was  introcJuced  into  the  House  of  Delegates  providiii^  for  Uie 
le^al  support  of  the  teachers  of  the  Cliristian  religion,  and 
being  patronized  by  the  most  popular  talents  in  the  House, 
eeemed  likely  to  obtaiu  a  nisyority  of  votes.  In  order  to  arrest 
its  progress,  it  was  insisted,  with  success,  that  the  bill  sVioiild  be 
postponed  till  the  ensuing  session,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed 
for  public  consideration,  that  the  sense  of  the  people  migljt  be 
the  better  culled  forth.  Your  highly-distinguished  ancestor, 
CoL  Geo.  Mason,  Col.  Geo.  Nicholas  also  possessing  much  pub- 
lic wcigljt,  and  some  others,  thonglit  it  advisable  that  a  remou- 
Btrance  against  tim  bill  should  bo  prepared  for  general  circula- 
tion and  signature,  and  imposed  on  mc  the  task  of  drawing  ap 
sncli  a  paper.  This  draught  having  received  their  sanction,  & 
large  number  of  printed  copies  were  distributed,  and  so  exten- 
sively signed  by  the  people  of  every  religious  denomination, 
that  at  the  ensuing  session  tbe  projected  measure  was  entirely 
frustrated;  and  under  the  influence  of  the  public  sentiment  thus 
manifested,  the  celebrated  bill  "establishing  religions  freedom" 
enacted  into  [?]  a  permanent  barrier  against  future  attempts  on 
the  riglita  of  conscience,  as  declared  in  the  great  charter  pre* 
fixed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  State, 


TO  GOVERNOR  TYLER. 

MOWTPBLLTBB,    AugUSt  4.  IS2C« 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  31  ult.,  inclo* 
Bing  a  copy  of  your  Oration  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in 
which  you  so  eloquently  express  what  is  felt  by  all,  as  a  just 
tribute  to  his  exalted  name^  and  a  grateful  commemoration  of 
his  invaluable  services  to  his  Country  and  to  his  fellow-men. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  my  thanks  for  your  polite  attention, 
with  assurances  of  ray  high  and  cordial  esteem. 
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TO   H-   PETERS. 

SBnsiOiBB  8tb,  1826. 

I  liave  received,  iny  dear  friend,  with  great  pleasure,  your 
letter  of  the  lat  instant,  so  full  of  kind  feelings,  and  with  it  a 
copy  of  Agricultural  Memoirs,  for  which  I  return  my  thanks. 
I  have  not  lost  my  relish  for  the  subject  of  them,  but  do  not  re- 
tain the  activity  that  could  spare  from  other  claims  on  my  time 
the  portion  required  for  that.  Though  not  counting  quite  as 
many  years  as  you  do,  I  am  not  confident  that  I  have  as  many 
before  me  as  arc  promised  by  the  excellent  stuff  of  which  your 
constitution  appears  to  have  been  made.  But,  whatever  be  the 
span  of  life  remaining  to  either,  we  have  both  had  the  happiness 
of  passing  through  a  period  glorious  for  our  country,  and,  more 
than  any  preceding  one,  likely  to  improve  the  social  condition 
of  man.  The  lights  and  lessons  afforded  by  our  Revolution,  on 
all  tlie  subjects  most  interesting  to  that  condition,  are  already 
diffu?iing  themselves  in  every  direction,  and  form  a  source  of 
peculiar  gratitication  to  those  wlio  had  any  part  in  the  great 
event.  Fortunately,  we  arc  not  excluded  from  the  number.  If 
we  cannot  associate  our  names  with  the  two  luminaries  who 
have  ju^t  sunk  below  the  horizou,  leaving  ioextinguisljable 
traces  behind,*  we  have  at  least  a  place  in  the  galaxy  of  faith- 
ful citizens  who  did  their  best  for  their  country  when  it  most 
needed  their  services. 

Wishing  you  every  blessing  that  can  smooth  and  lengthen 
the  path  you  have  yet  to  tread,  I  pray  you  to  be  assured  of  the 
continued  and  affectionate  esteem  of  one  who  laboured  with  you 
in  the  worst  of  times,  and  has  lived  to  rejoice  with  you  in  the 
best  that  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  nation. 


*  JefTereon  and  Adama, 
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TO   U.   VAN    BUREN. 

MosTPiLLiEB,  St>ptember  20,  1P2C. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  August  30  has  been  longer  unan* 
Bwered  than  I  could  have  wished;  Iml  tlie  delay  has  heen  un- 
avoidable. And  I  am  sensible  now  that  the  subject  invited 
more  of  development  than  suecessivoocenrrences  calling  off  my 
attention  have  perniitted.  The  brief  view  taken  of  it  will  ut 
least  l>e  a  proof  of  my  disposition  to  comply  with  yonr  request, 
which  I  re^^ard  as  a  private  one>  as  you  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
gard the  answer  to  it. 

I  should  certainly  feel  both  gratification  and  obligation  in 
giving  any  aid  in  my  power  towards  making  the  Constitution 
more  appropriate  to  its  objects  and  more  satisfactory  to  the 
nation.  But  I  feel,  also,  the  ardiiousuess  of  such  a  task,  arising 
as  well  from  the  ditliculty  of  partitioning  and  defining  legisla- 
tive powers  as  from  the  existing  diversity  of  oi)inions  concern- 
ing tlie  proper  arrangement  of  the  power  in  question  over  in* 
ternal  improvemeuts. 

Give  the  power  to  the  General  Government,  as  possessing 
the  means  most  adequate,  and  the  oljcctions  are:  1.  The  danger 
of  abuses  in  the  application  of  the  means  to  objects  so  distant 
from  the  eye  of  a  government,  itself  so  distant  from  the  eye  of 
the  people.  2.  The  danger,  from  an  increase  of  the  patronage 
and  peculiar  transactions  of  the  General  Government,  that  the 
equilibrium  between  that  and  the  State  governments  may  not 
be  preserved. 

Leave  the  power  exclusively  with  the  States,  and  the  objec- 
tions are:  1.  That,  being  deprived  by  the  Constitution^  and 
even  by  their  local  relations,  (as  was  generally  experienced  be- 
fore the  present  Constitution  was  established,)  of  the  most  con- 
venient  source  of  revenue,  the  impost  on  commerce,  improve- 
ments might  not  be  made  even  in  cases  wholly  witliin  their  own 
limits,  2*  That,  in  cases  where  roads  and  canals  ought  to  pass 
through  contiguous  States,  the  necessary  co-operation  might 
fail  from  a  difficulty  in  adjusting  conditions  and  details,  from  a 
want  of  interest  in  one  of  them,  or,  possibly,  from  some  jealousy 
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or  rival^liip  in  one  towards  the  other,  3.  Tliat,  where  roads 
and  canals  ought  to  pass  through  a  number  of  States,  particular 
views  of  a  single  State  might  prevent  improvements  deeply  in- 
teresting to  Lbe  whole  nation. 

Tliis  embarrassing  alternative  has  suggested  the  expedient, 
whieli  you  aeem  to  have  contemplated,  of  dividing  the  power 
between  the  General  and  State  Governments,  by  allotting  the 
nppropriating  branch  to  the  former,  and  reserving  the  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  latter.  The  expedient  has,  donbtless,  a  captivating 
aspect.  But  to  ?ay  nothing  of  the  difficulty  of  defining  i^ut^li  a 
division  and  maintaining  it  in  practice,  will  the  nation  be  at 
the  expense  of  constructing  roads  and  canals  without  sucli  a 
jurisdiction  over  them  as  will  ensure  their  ct>nstant  subservi- 
ence to  national  purposes?  Will  not  tbe  utility  and  popalarity 
of  these  improvements  lead  to  a  con.^trnctivc  assumption  of  the 
jurisdiction  by  Congress,  with  the  same  sanction  of  their  con- 
stituents as  wo  see  given  to  the  exercise  of  the  appropriating 
power,  already  stretching  itself  beyond  the  appropriating 
limit? 

It  seems,  indeed,  to  be  understood  that  the  policy  and  advan- 

^tage  of  roads  and  canals  have  taken  such  extensive  and  perma- 
nent hold  of  the  public  will,  that  the  constructive  authority  of 
Congress  to  make  them  will  not  be  relinquished,  either  by  that 

{or  the  constituent  body.  It  becomes  a  serious  question,  there- 
fore, whetlier  the  better  course  be  not  to  obviate  the  unconsti- 
tutional precedent  by  an  amendatory  article  expressly  granting 

[the  power.  Should  it  be  found,  as  is  very  possible,  that  no  ef- 
fective svHtem  can  be  agreed  on  by  Congress,  tlie  amendment 
will  be  a  recorded  precedent  against  constructive  enlargements 
of  power;  and,  in  the  contrary  event,  the  exercise  of  the  power 
will  no  longer  be  a  precedent  in  favour  of  tliem. 

In  all  these  cases  it  need  not  be  remarked,  I  am  sure^  that  it 
is  necessary  to  keep  in  mind  the  distinction  between  a  usurpa- 
tion of  power  by  Congress  against  the  will,  and  an  assumption 
of  power  with  the  approbation,  of  their  constituents.  When  the 
former  occurs,  as  in  the  enactment  of  the  alien  and  sedition 

I  Jaws,  the  appeal  to  their  constituents  sets  everything  to  rights. 
VOL.  III.  34 
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In  the  latter  case,  the  appeal  can  only  be  rnado  to  argument  ojhI 
conciiiation,  with  an  acqaiesceuce,  when  not  an  exireine  caa. 

in  an  unsiicccPsfHl  result. 

If  the  sole  object  be  to  obtain  the  aid  of  the  Federal  Tr 
for  internal  improvements  by  roads  and  canals,  without  ini 
fering  with  the  jnrisdietion  of  the  States,  an  anjcii' 
only  say,  '^Congress  may  make  appropriations  of  i;.  ,.  .    id 
roads  and  canals^  to  be  applied  to  such  purposes  by  the  Lc; 
latiire!^!  of  the  States  within  their  respective  liinitd*  the  jurii 
tion  of  the  States  remaiouig  unimpaired." 

If  it  be  thought  best  to  make  a  constitutional  grant  of  tk 
entire  jvower,  either  a^s  proper  in  itself  or  made  so  by  the  mortl 
certainty  that  it  will  lie  constructively  assumed  with  tbcsiK^ 
tion  of  the  national  will,  and  operate  as  an  injurious  prccCikBi;, 
the  amendment  cannot  say  les3  than  that  **  Gongresa  may  nub 
road.'^  and  canals,  with  such  jurisdictiou  as  the  cases  may  ^^ 
quire." 

But  while  the  terms  ''common  defence  and  general  wd&rt'' 
remain  in  the  Constitution,  unguarded  against  thi  '      t'-, 

whicli  has  been  contended  for,  a  fund  of  power,  i-ihm- 

and  wholly  subversive  of  the  equilibrium  between  the  Genfral 
and  the  State  Governments,  is  witlnn  the  reach  of  the  former 
Why,  then,  not  precede  all  other  ametidraents  by  one  expungia 
the  phrase,  which  is  not  required  for  any  harmleaa  meaniag,  ( 
making  it  harmless  by  annexing  to  it  the  terms,  *4n  the  ( 
required  by  this  Constitution?'^ 

With  this  sketch  of  ideas,  which  I  am  aware  may  not  coiacid 
altogether  with  yours,  I  tender  renewed  assurances  of  myi 
teem  and  friendly  wishes* 


TO   M.   VAN   BUaEN, 


^ToNTPRLLnta,  Oc4<»bor  15, 1 

Dear  Sir, — Since  mine  of  September  20,  answering  youn)  ( 
August  30^  I  have  received  that  of  September  28,  with  a  ' 
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of  tlio  Report  of  the  CouiTuiLtee  on  Roads  and  Cauals.  I  have 
not  beea  able  to  read  more  of  it  than  the  part  which  you  no- 
tice. The  coimiiittec  ha%"e  transcended  all  precedinjL^  advocates 
of  tfie  doctrine  they  espouse  in  apf>ealing  to  the  old  Articles  of 
Confederation  for  its  support  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
practice  under  tliose  articles,  it  would  be  difficult  to  show  that 
it  was  always  kept  witliin  the  prescribed  limits.  The  revolu- 
tionary Congress  was  the  offspring  of  the  great  crisis,  and  the 
exercise  of  ita  powers  prior  to  the  final  ratification  of  tlie  Arti- 
cles governed  by  the  law  of  necessity  or  palpable  ex|>ediency. 
And  after  that  event  there  seems  to  have  been  often  more  re- 
gard to  the  former  latitude  of  proceeding  than  to  the  text  of 
the  instruraent;  assumptions  of  power,  apparently  useful,  being 
considered  little  dangerous  in  a  body  so  feeble  and  so  com- 
pletely dependent  on  the  authority  of  tlio  States.  There  is  no 
evidence,  however,  tliat  the  old  Congress  ever  assumed  such  a 
construction  of  the  terras  '*  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare^' as  is  claimed  for  the  new.  Nor  is  it  probable  that  Gen- 
eral Washington,  in  tlic  sentiments  quoted  from  or  for  him,  had 
more  in  view  tlian  the  great  importunce  of  measures  beyond  the 
reach  of  individual  States,  and,  if  to  be  exerted  at  all,  calling 
for  the  general  authority  of  the  Union*  Such  modes  of  dedu- 
cing power  may  be  fiiirly  answered  by  the  qyeslion,  what  is  the 
power  that  may  not  be  grasped  with  the  aid  of  them? 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  the  renewed  expression  of  my  es- 
teem and  friendly  wishes. 


TO    SAMUEL   H,   SMITH. 

MoirTJ'KLLtiR,  NaV  4,  1821 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  October  25th,  re- 
questing from  rae  any  information  which  could  assist  you  in 
preparing  a  Memoir  of  Mi\  Jefferson  for  the  Columbian  Insti- 
tute. Few  things  would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  con- 
tribute to  such  a  task,  and  the  pleasure  would  certainly  Ijc  iii- 
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cronscd  by  that  of  proving  my  respect  for  your  wishes.  I  am 
nfiaid,  liowcvcr,  I  can  do  little  more  than  refer  you  to  other 
sonrccs,  most  of  them  prol)ably  already  known  to  you. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  Mr.  Thomas  Jefferson  Ran- 
dolph, legatee  of  the  manuscripts  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  is  about  to 
pu])lish  forth wi til  a  Memoir  left  by  his  grandfather,  in  his  own 
handwriting,  and  if  not  in  every  part  intended  by  him  for  the 
])ress,  is  thought  to  be  throughout  in  a  state  well  fitted  for  it. 
Tlie  early  parts  are,  I  believe,  purely,  and,  in  some  instances, 
minutely  biographical;  and  the  sequel,  embracing  a  variety  of 
matter,  some  of  it  peculiarly  valuable,  is  continued  to  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Secretaryship  of  State  under  the  present  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Should  this  work  appear  in 
time,  it  would  doubtless  furnish  your  pencil  with  some  of  the 
best  nmtorials  for  your  portrait. 

The  period  between  his  leaving  Congress  in  1776,  and  his 
mission  to  France,  was  filled  chiefly  by  his  labours  on  the  Re- 
vised Code,  by  the  preparation  of  his  "Notes  on  Virginia,"  an 
obiter  j^tformance,  his  Governorship  of  that  State,  and  his  ser- 
vices as  a  member  of  Congress,  and  of  the  Committee  of  the 
States  at  Annapolis. 

The  Revised  Code,  in  which  he  had  a  masterly  share,  exacted, 
perhaps,  the  most  severe  of  his  public  labours.  It  consisted  of 
120  bills,  comprising  and  recasting  the  whole  Statutory  Code, 
Britisli  and  Colonial,  then  admitted  to  be  in  force,  or  proper  to 
be  adopted,  and  some  of  the  most  important  articles  of  the  un- 
written law,  with  original  laws  on  particular  subjects;  the 
whole  adapted  to  the  Independent  and  Republican  form  of  Gov- 
ernment. The  work,  though  not  enacted  in  the  mass,  as  was 
contemplated,  has  been  a  mine  of  Legislative  wealth;  and  a 
model,  also,  of  statutory  composition,  containing  not  a  single 
superfluous  word,  and  preferring  always  words  and  phrases  of 
a  meaning  fixed  as  much  as  possible  by  oracular  treatises  or 
solemn  adjudications.  His  "Notes  on  Virginia"  speak  for 
themselves. 

For  his  administration  of  the  Government  of  Virginia,  the 
latter  chapters  of  the  4^^  Volume  of  Burk's  history,  continued 
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by  Girardio,  may  be  conaulted.  Tliey  were  written  \v\ih  the 
advantage  of  Mn  Jeffersou's  papers  opened  fully  by  liimi?cvir  to 
the  author.  To  ibis  may  now  be  added  the  letter  just  published, 
from  Mr.  Jeffei'son  to  Major  U.  Lee,  which  deserves  particular 
notice,  as  an  exposure  and  correction  of  historical  errors  and 
runiorud  falsehoods,  assailing  bis  reputation. 

Ilis  services  at  Auuapolis  will  appear  in  tlie  Journal  of  Con- 
gress of  that  date.  The  answer  of  Congress  to  tlic  Resignation 
of  the  Cnramander-iu-Chief,  an  important  document,  attracts 
attention  by  the  shining  traees  of  his:  pen. 

His  diplomatic  agencies  in  Europe  are  to  be  found  in  the  un- 
published archives  at  Washingtoti,  or  in  his  private  correspon- 
dences, as  yet  under  the  seal  of  confidence.  The  memoir  in  the 
hands  of  his  grandson  will  probably  throw  acceptable  lights  on 
this  part  of  his  liistory. 

Tlie  University  of  Virginia,  as  a  temple  dedicated  to  science 
and  liberty,  was,  after  his  retirement  from  the  political  sphere^ 
the  object  nearest  his  heart,  and  so  eon  tinned  to  the  close  of  his 
life.  His  devotion  to  it  was  intense,  and  his  exertions  unceas- 
ing. It  bears  the  stamp  of  his  gcnins,  and  will  be  a  noble  monu* 
inent  of  his  fame.  His  general  view  was  to  make  it  a  nursery 
of  Bepoblican  patriots,  as  well  as  genuine  scholars.  Yon  will 
be  able  to  form  some  idea  of  the  progress  and  scope  of  the  In- 
stitution from  the  two  inclosed  Reports  from  Ihc  Rector  for 
the  legislature  of  the  StaiOp  (the  intermediate  Report  is  not  at 
hand,)  which,  as  they  belong  to  official  sets,  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  send  back  at  your  entire  leisure.  I  may  refer,  also,  to  a 
very  graphic  and  comprehensive  Expose  (jf  the  present  state  of 
the  University,  lately  published  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
which  will  have  fallen  under  your  eye. 

Your  request  inelndes  ''his  general  habits  of  etudy.'^  Witli 
the  exception  of  an  intercourse  in  a  session  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature  in  1776|  rendered  slight  by  the  disparities  between 
us,  I  did  not  become  acquainted  with  Mr.  Jeflerson  till  1779, 
when,  being  a  mend>er  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  he  the 
Governor,  an  intimacy  took  place.  From  that  date  we  were 
for  the  most  part  separated  by  different  walks  in  public  and 
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private  life  till  the  present  Gorernmeot  of  the  U.  StaU« 
brought  us  together ;  first,  when  he  was  Secretary  of  State  and 
I  a  nienibf^r  of  the  H01180  of  Representatives,  and  next,  aflter  it 
interval  of  some  years,  wheu  we  entered  in  another  relation  tk 
service  of  the  U.  States  in  18(H.  Of  his  earlier  liabitsof  jytudy, 
therefore,  I  rannot  pnrtienlarly  sjjeak-  It  is  understood  tkl 
whilst  at  College  [WilliJim  an<l  Mary]  ho  distinguished  himK*lf 
in  all  the  branches  of  knowledge  taus^ht  there,  and  it  is  known 
that  he  never  after  ceased  to  enltivate  them,  Tlie  French  lati- 
f^nage  he  liad  learned  when  very  youn^,  and  became  very  famil- 
iar with  it,  as  he  did  with  the  literary  treasures  which  it^^iR- 
tains.  Ho  read,  and  at  one  time  spoke,  the  Italian,  also,  wlA 
a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Spanish;  adding  to  Imih  the 
An^rlo-Saxon,  us  a  root  of  the  English  and  an  element  in  legal 
philology*  The  law  itself  he  stndied  to  the  bottom,  and  iniu 
greatest  breadth,  of  which  proofs  were  given  at  tlie  Bur,  whict 
he  attended  for  a  nnmber  of  years,  and  occasionally  tJiroughout 
his  career.  For  all  the  fine  arts  he  had  a  more  than  coramofi 
taste;  and  in  that  of  arehiteetnre,  which  he  studied  b  ' 
nsefnl  niid  its  ornamental  characters,  he  made  himself 
and  [as?J  the  variety  of  orders  and  styles  executed  accorditig  t» 
his  plan,  fonnded  on  the  Grecian  and  Roman  models,  and  aaA^r 
his  superintendence,  in  the  buildings  of  the  University,  folly  ex- 
e  m  pi  i  fy ,  0  v  er  0  n  d  abo  v  e  t  h  esc  acq  u  i  rem  en  ts ,  h  i  s  m  imel  Ia««iQOs 
reading  was  trnly  remarkalde;  for  whieli  he  derived  h*t-^ie^ 
from  the  methodical  and  indefaligable  application  of  the  tinjr 
required  for  indispensable  objects,  and  particularly  from  hi 
rnlc  of  never  letting  t!ie  sun  rise  before  him.  His  relish  r*>f 
books  never  forsook  him,  not  even  in  his  infirm  yeaj^s;  and  In 
his  devoted  attention  to  the  rearing  of  the  Universitr.  wliich 
led  him  often  to  expregs  his  regret  that  he  was  so  much  depriv  i 
of  ttmt  luxury  by  the  epistolary  tasks  which  fell  upon  him,  -^liC 
which  consumed  his  health  as  well  as  his  time.  He  was  c<ir 
tainly  one  of  the  most  learned  men  of  the  age.  It  may  he  sfaid 
of  him,  as  has  been  said  of  others,  that  he  was  a  walking  li- 
brary; and  J  what  can  be  said  but  of  few  of  such  prodigies,  that 
the  genius  of  philosophy  ever  walked  band  iu  hand  with  Mm. 
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I  wish,  sir,  I  could  have  made  you  a  communication  less  im- 
perfect. All  that  I  can  say  beyond  it  is,  that  if,  in  the  progress 
of  your  pen,  any  particular  point  should  occur  on  which  it  may 
be  supposed  I  could  add  any  thing  to  your  information  from 
other  sources,  I  shall  cheerfully  obey  a  call  as  far  as  may  be  in 
my  power. 

The  subject  of  this  letter  reminds  me  of  the  "History  of  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Jeflferson,"  my  copy  of  which,  with  other 
things,  disappeared  from  my  collection  during  my  absence  from 
the  care  of  them.  It  would  be  agreeable  to  me  now  to  possess 
a  copy ;  and  if  you  can  conveniently  favor  me  with  one,  I  shall 
be  greatly  obliged. 


TO  THOMAS  J.  WHARTON. 

M0KTPILLIE&,  Nov.  14,  1826. 

I  have  received,  sir,  under  cover  of  the  6th,  your  discourse, 
obligingly  sent  me,  on  the  "Landing  of  W"*  Penn."  The  occa- 
sion, interesting  in  itself,  is  made  the  more  so  by  the  judicious 
and  impressive  views  with  which  you  have  surrounded  it.  Such 
a  tribute  was  well  due  to  that  renowned  Lawgiver,  and  to  the 
State  which  has  made  so  good  a  use  of  his  bold  and  benevolent 
innovations.  The  principles  and  institutions  of  Penn  have  long 
been  the  admiration  of  philosophical  politicians.  They  are  now 
recommended  to  the  world  by  a  fair  test  of  their  value  in  prac- 
tice ;  and  the  world  is  becoming  more  prepared  to  regard  the 
lessons  they  oflFer.  Your  disdourse,  as  far  as  its  circulation 
may  be  extended,  must  contribute  to  attract  the  attention  which 
these  merit.  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  pleasure  its  perusal  has 
aflforded  me,  with  a  tender  of  my  particular  respects. 
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TO  MA  JOE  GENERAL  GAINES. 

D*  Sir, — ^^I  have  received  your  letter  of  October  IG,  inclosiai 
a  copy  of  ooe  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  United  SUitos. 
have  read  them  both  with  every  wish  for  such  re<:oIlc*;lfenj>tr 
woidtl  enable  mc  to  speak  particularly  to  the  points  sLai^i;^ 
without  being  surprised  at  the  inadequacy  of  them.     At  roj« 
vanced  a)ire,  after  a  lapse  of  so  many  years,  with  so  inaayrnlCT*" 
porary  atteiitious  to  official  duties,  and  with  private  oecupationi 
Bince,  calculated  to  efface  remote  incidents,  without  any  oecei* 
sary  recurrence  to  them,  it  may  well  be  supposed  tliat  tho?el 
which  you  refer  Itave  left  but  imperfect  traces  ou  my  memorrJ 

What  1  can  safely  say  on  the  subject,  and  which  I  feci  a  pJai 
urc  in  saying,  \s,  that  I  sufficicntfy  remember  vour  call  ou  mel 
the  wipter  of  1810;  tbat  I  availed  myself  of  the  occasion  toi 
press  my  deep  sense  of  the  gallant  and  brilliant  service-f 
bad  rendered  on  the  military  theatre;  the  gratitude  which  vo 
country  owed  for  them;  and  tliat  which  was  especially  duo  fn 
myself,  who,  in  the  station  1  held,  could  not  but  feel  every  t»ij 
gation  to  tlioso  who  had  made  the  war  glorious  in  its  deeds?,! 
in  its  results  so  happy  for  the  nation.  Of  what  inay  have  pn^M 
at  the  interview  in  reference  to  the  court-martiaI»  uiv  recoils 
tion  is  txio  faint  to  allow  nie  to  say  more  than  that  I  was  nadej 
the  impression,  which  1  probably  expressed,  that  whatever  i 
grets  might  be  iuvolved  in  the  case,  its  issue  would  tend  to  I 
you  the  more  firmly  on  the  high  ground  to  which  your  mcril 
had  elevated  you.  If  allusion  was  made  to  Co},  Tremble,  a^l 
think  there  was,  I  infer,  from  the  impression  I  had  of  hiiS^ha 
acter,  that  my  observation  must  have  been,  that  no  error  into 
which  he  miglit  have  fallen  ouglit  to  cast  a  vail  over  the  mcri^ 
torious  traits  it  had  exhibited. 

As  to  "  the  application  of  the  accuser  for  a  Court  of  Enqair 
the  subsequent  charges,  the  appointment  of  the  General  Cou 
Martial,  and  tfie  trial/*  I  know  not  that  I  could  add  anv  Ihiq 
to  the  iiiforaiation  otherwise  attainable.     I  may  say,  hd«ri5v 
tbat  no  inference  ought  to  be  drawn  from  the  course  whtcb  t^ 
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^ook  tliat  any  issue  was  presumed  that  would  be  a 
stain  on  your  reputation.  And  I  should  be  unjust  not  to  say, 
that  I  recollect  nothinc^  tliat  could  discredit  the  views  of  any 
who  were  associated  with  me  in  the  adniiuistraiive  trust. 

Tour  purpose  of  autlieoticating  and  presenting  truths  that 
may  shield  your  military  talents  and  conppicuous  services 
against  tlie  risk  of  traditional  injustice,  if  any  such  tliere  be,  is 
very  commeodable.  It  may  have  the  good  effect,  at  the  same 
time,  of  contributing  materials  for  the  annals  of  the  war,  whieb, 
witli  bke  C(mtributioni!i  from  otliers  whose  pens  may  record  their 
knowledge  of  illustrious  scenes  in  which  they  bore  a  part,  will 
be  of  peculiar  importance  to  that  portion  of  the  history  of  our 
country. 

Witli  respect  to  the  allowable  use  to  be  made  of  any  tbiug  in 
this  answer  to  your  letter,  I  miglii  have  less  of  hesitation,  if  I 
had  more  reliance  on  the  memory  which  has  furnislied  it*  With 
a  knowledge  of  my  bias  against  being  brought  before  the  public 
in  any  case  not  materially  requiring  it,  your  friendly  discretion 
must  be  the  guide. 

The  value  I  set  on  the  fi'iendly  sentiments  you  have  expressed 
will  not  permit  me  to  conclude  without  a  tender  of  my  particu- 
lar acknowledgments,  with  assurances  of  my  great  esteem  and 
good  wishes* 


TO  ROBERT  WALSH, 

MoyTMLLiM,  Nov'23,  1S26. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th,  referring 
to  the  prospectus  of  "The  American  Quarterly  Review."  I 
learn,  with  pleasure,  that  our  Literary  resources  have  suggested 
a  periodical  work,  which,  under  t!ie  eondiicting  hand  obtained 
for  it,  must  extend  wbikt  it  employs  them.  Few  things  would 
coincide  more  with  my  inclination  than  to  be  a  prnduetive  cor- 
respondent.  But  at  my  now  advanced  stage  of  life,  and  witb 
claims  on  my  time  which  happen  not  to  decrease  as  tlic  remnant 
of  that  does,  I  dare  not  promise  more  than  the  best  wishes 
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that  the  success  of  the  undertaking  may  equal  its  merits  anilda 
prospects,  I  am  not  even  at  prosen  t  awaro  that  my  files  cm- 
tuin  any  thint(  of  a  character  and  form  adafited  at  omn  tolitf 
Epoch,  and  to  the  phm  and  ohjects  of  tlio  Rc%*iew.  On  aco^ 
trary  supposition,  the  motives  not  to  withhold  it  would  U 
Btrengthened  Ly  that  of  evincing  the  personal  <  'V'  ice  iul 
great  esteem  of  which  I  pray  you  to  be  always  a  - 


TO  GEKERAL  LiL  FAYETTE. 

Dear  Fbiej^d, — I  received  some  days  ago  your  letter  of  At 
gust  28.     If  I  did  not  invite  an  earlier  one  by  my  cxatf  [•' 
was  hccansc  1  often  heard  of  you,  and  was  nriwilHi 

feather  to  I  ho  oppressive  weiglit  of  correspondence  w  i ,  - 

know  to  be  your  unavoidable  lot.  You  will  never  doubt  ildl 
your  happinCi^s  is  very  dear  to  uie;  and  I  feel  the  ^cuttiueQi 
growing  stronger  as  tlie  loss  of  otliersdeax'  to  us  bulh  M^-*'''''''* 
the  list  to  wliioh  we  belong.  That  which  we  havo  la* 
taint'd  at  ilonticello  is  irreparable,  but  was  attended  witli  cvtxy 
circuQistance  that  could  soothe  ua  under  it.  I  wisli  I  wi-  ^'>* 
obliged  to  add,  '*  with  one  affecting  exceptioa/'  His  Eii 
long  in  the  lap  of  all  the  best  enjoyments  of  life,  is  tlircateotii 
with  the  contrast  of  pinching  poverty.  The  expciuses  of  to 
numerous  honschokl,  his  extensive  hospitalities,  and  a  series  of 
short  crops  and  law  markets,  to  which  are  to  be  added  oUl  deti4* 
contracted  in  public  service  abroad,  and  new  ones  for  whidi 
private  friendship  had  made  him  responsible;  all  the^o  ciiMS 
together  had  produced  a  situation  of  which  he  seems  not  to  bave 
been  fully  aware,  till  it  was  brought  home  to  his  rcP  ^^'  by 
the  calls  of  creditors,  (themselv^cs  pressed  by  the  dii  ^  *>f 

the  times,)  and  by  the  impossibility  of  satisfying  theai  wiiliaat 
a  complete  sacrifice  of  his  property,  perhaps  not  ev^  .  '  !;aL 
at  such  a  crisis.     In  this  posture  of  things,  he  acqirh  :  ^ 

appeal  to  the  Legislature  for  the  privilege  of  a  lottery.  Tto 
was  grantedi  and  arrangements  made  which  promised  relief 
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witli  a  residaary  competence  for  his  beloved  daughter  and  hor 
children.  The  general  son«5alion  produced  by  the  resort  to  a 
lotory,  and  by  the  occasion  for  it,  unfortunately  led  some  of  hia 
most  cuthiisiastie  admirers  to  check  the  progrej^s  of  tlie  meas- 
itro  by  atteni[ding  to  substitute  patriotic  subscriptionB,  which 
they  wore  so  sanguine  as  to  rely  on,  till  the  ^ad  event  on  the 
4tli  of  July  bcnumlved,  ha  it  ought  not  to  have  done,  the  gen- 
erous experiment;  witli  a  like  efiect,  which  ought  still  less  to 
have  happened,  on  the  lottery  it^fclf.  And  it  is  now  found  that 
tlie  sub3cri|tlions  do  not  exceed  ten  or  twelve  thouBand  dollars^ 
and  the  tickets  but  a  very  inconsiderable  number,  whilst  the 
debt8  are  not  mucli  short  of  one  liundrod  thousand  dollars;  au 
amount  wlilch  a  forced  sale,  under  existing  circnuistances,  of 
the  whole  estate,  {negroes  included,)  would  not  perhaps  reach. 
Faint  hopCR  exist  that  renewed  off(»rts  may  yet  ellectuatc  such 
a  sale  of  tickets  as  may  save  something  for  t!ic  family;  and 
fainter  ones»  that  the  Legishiture  of  the  State  may  interpose  a 
saving  hand.  God  grrint  it!  But  wc  are  all  aware  of  lire  dif- 
ficulties to  be  encountered  there.  I  well  know,  my  dear  sir,  the 
pain  which  this  melancholy  picture  will  give  you,  by  whnt  I  feel 
at  the  necessity  of  presenting  it.  I  liare  duly  adverted  to  the 
generous  hint  as  to  the  East  Florida  location.  But  for  any  im- 
mediate purpose,  it  is,  in  any  form  whatever,  a  resource  per- 
feetly  dormant,  and  must  continue  so  too  long  for  the  purpose 
in  question.  Your  allusion  to  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  proof  of  tho 
goodness  which  dwells  in  your  heart,  and  whenever  known, 
will  bo  80  regarded.  The  urgency  of  particular  demands  has 
induced  the  executor,  Thomas  Jefferson  Randolph,  who  is  the 
legatee  of  tho  manuscripts,  to  undertake  an  immediate  publica- 
tion of  a  memoirj  partly  biographicab  partly  political  and  mis- 
cellaneous, left  in  the  handwriting  of  his  grandfather,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  he  hopes  will  be  of  eriticul  use;  anil  if  prompt 
and  extensive  opportunities  be  given  for  subscriptions,  there 
may  be  no  disappointment.  The  work  will  recommend  itself 
not  only  by  personal  details  interwoven  into  it,  hut  by  Ddmfes 
in  Congrms  on  the  question  of  Independence,  and  other  very 
important  subjects  coeval  with  its  Declaration,  as  the  debates 
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were  taken  down  and  preserved  by  the  illustriooi*  mm\ 
The  memoir  will  contaiOf  also,  very  interesting  views  of 

origin  of  the  Frencli  Rcvolntion,  and  its  progress  and  pbcoo©^' 
eua.  during  liis  dipltjmaLie  re<sideuco  at  Paris,  witli  reflt^rtitici 
on  its  tendencies  and  couseqaences.     A  trial  -will  prolmWy 
made  to  nocurc  tlie  t*opyright  of  tlie  publiciitioa  botli  i»  '' 
and  in  France.  In  the  latter  case,  your  friendly  eoan-  i 

course  be  resorted  to;  and  I  mention  it  that  you  may,  in 
mean  time,  be  turning  the  subject  in  your  thoughts.     TIh^  rnai 
ns4cri[its  of  whicli  the  memoir  makes  a  part  are  great  In  extal 
and  doubtless  rich  in  matter;  and  dtscrf^et  extracts  may 
ha|»?^,  prove  a  further  pecuniary  resource,  from  time  to  timr;  I 
how  soon,  and  in  what  degree,  I  have  not  the  nieutis  of  judjri 
Mrs*  Eandolph,  with  her  two  youngest  children,  left  MootptJ 
licr  some  days  ago  on  her  way  to  pass   the  winter  with  il 
Coolidge.     Such  a  change  of  scene  had  become  essential  to 
lieuUhp  as  well  as  to  her  feelings.     She  has  made  up  her  oi 
for  the  worst  results;  a  merit  wljieh  quickens  the  symjai 
otherwise  so  intense.   She  was  accompunicd  by  her  son»  Thoi 
J.  Randolph,  who  will  endeavour  to  make  arrangcmentjt  w\\ 
the  Northern  printers  for  the  volume  to  be  published.     Il 
be  an  octavo  of  about  three  hundred  pages. 

Your  sketch  of  EnropGan  prospects  is  valuable  far  it**  fact* 
and  especially  for  its  authenticity.  The  contents  of  the  f^ 
Gazettes  find  their  way  to  us  through  our  own»  but  d* 
vey  every  thing  as  ours  do  to  you.  You  will  have 
mortifying  scenes  produced  in  Congress  by  the  Panama  mj^| 
sion.  The  fever  of  party  spirit  was  an  endemic  which  drr^^ 
into  it  every  il!  Immonr,  till  the  whole  body  was  ififiH.^UHl.  Tbr 
malady,  however,  was  far  less  malignant  out  of  dtmrs  tlitft 
within;  and  I  hope  our  South  American  friends  will  niftk 
lowanccH  till  a  development  of  the  real  feelings  here  sluiU 
seen.  The  Congress  at  Panama^  after  a  partial  execution  of  in 
business,  1ms  adjourned  to  ^frxico,  Oi»e  of  our  envoys,  Mr.  An- 
derson, died  on  his  way  there,  and  Ml',  Sergeant,  the  other»  b  h'\}1 
here.  Who  is  to  be  his  associate  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Andor?aii 
is  not  known;  nor  is  it  known  when  he  or  they  are  to  set  out 
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Bolivar  appears  to  have  given  a  Constitation  to  the  new  State 
in  Peru,  of  a  conntenanre  not  altogetlicr  belongiog  to  the  Amer- 
ican family.  I  have  not  yet  seen  its  detaila;  wliother  it  shews 
hiin  an  apostate,  or  tlie  people  there,  in  his  view^  too  benighted 
as  yet  for  sclfgovernment,  may  possibly  be  a  qnestion. 

Another  mortifying  topic  is  the  Greek  equipment  at  N,  York. 
It  appears  the  ample  fund  for  two  frigates  at  an  early  day  has 
procured  but  one,  which  has  but  recently  sailed.  The  indigna- 
tion of  the  public  is  highly  excited;  and  a  regular  investigation 
of  the  lamentable  abuse  is  going  on.  In  tlie  mean  time,  Greece 
is  bleeding  in  consequence  of  it,  as  if*  every  heart  that  sympa- 
thizes witii  her  noble  cause.  Yon  will  see  by  onr  Gazettes,  ali30^ 
that  the  communify  is  drawn  into  a  premature  ferment  by  the 
partisans  of  the  Presidential  candidates,  the  actual  incundient, 
and  General  Jackson,  in  whose  favor  all  the  opponents  of  the 
other  are  at  present  concentniting  all  their  eiforts.  The  race, 
according  to  appearances,  is  likely  to  be  a  close  one.  But 
there  is  tioie  enough  for  the  political  vicissitudes  wliich  often 
occur. 

Yon  possess,  notwithstanding  your  distance,  bettor  informa- 
tion concerning  Miss  Wright,  and  her  experiment,  than  we  do 
here.  Wo  learn  only  that  she  has  chosen  for  it  a  remote  spot 
in  the  western  part  of  Tennessee,  and  lias  commenced  her  enter* 
prise;  but  with  what  prospects  we  kimw  not.  Her  plan  con- 
templated a  provision  for  the  expalriation  oT  tier  Eleves,  but 
without  specifying  it;  from  which  I  infer  the  difficulty  felt  in 
devising  a  satisfactory  one.  Could  this  part  of  the  plan  be  en* 
gured,  the  other  essential  part  would  cotne  about  of  itself. 
Manumissions  now  more  than  keep  pace  with  the  outlcis  pro- 
vided, and  the  increaso  of  them  is  clieckcd  only  by  their  remain- 
ing in  the  Country.  This  obstacle  removed,  and  all  others 
would  yield  to  the  emancipating  disposition.  To  say  nothing 
of  partial  modes,  what  would  be  more  simple,  with  the  requisite 
grant  of  power  to  Congress,  than  to  purchase  all  female  ijifauts 
at  their  birth,  leaving  them  in  the  service  of  the  liolder  to  a 
reasonable  age,  on  condition  of  their  receiving  an  elementary 
education?    The  annual  number  of  female  birtlis  may  be  stated 
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at  twenty  thousanci,  and  the  cost  at  less  than  one  hundrfKl  dol- 
lars each,  at  Iho  most;  a  sum  which  wouhl  not  be  felt  by  th<' 
nation,  and  be  even  within  the  compass  of  State  resourcesi.  But 
no  snch  oflTort  would  be  listened  to,  whilst  the  impression  re^ 
mains,  and  it  seomg  to  be  indelible,  that  the  two  races  cann  »t 
co*cxist,  both  Vicing  free  and  equal.  The  great  sine  qua  ;im;,, 
therefore,  is  some  external  asylum  for  the  coloured  race.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  taunts  to  wliich  this  misfortune  exposes  us  in 
Europe  are  I  lie  more  to  be  deplored,  because  it  iinpairj^  the  iih 
fiuciiee  of  our  political  example;  though  they  come  with  an  ill 
grace  from  tlie  quarter  most  lavish  of  them,  the  quarter  which 
obtruded  the  evil,  and  which  has  but  lately  become  a  penitent, 
under  suspicious  appearances* 

I  incloHc  a  copy  of  the  **  Report"  you  ask  for.  I  sbonld  have 
Bcnt  you  one  long  ago,  Vnit  a  copy  was  not  to  be  liad.  It  has 
just  Vteen  Ve-publishcd,  with  some  documents  annexed  rehuiuc^ 
to  the  same  subject,  and  I  lost  no  time  in  procuring  one  for  yon. 
A3  I  have  been  charged  with  inconsistency,  in  not  putting  a 
veto  on  the  last  act  of  Congress  establishing  a  IJank.  a  iRUvcr 
to  do  whicli  was  denied  in  the  Report,  a  word  of  explanattou 
may  not  be  improper,  lly  con:=^truction  of  the  Constitutiou  oi 
this  point  is  not  changed;  but  I  regarded  the  reiterated  «ianc 
tions  given  to  the  power  by  the  exercise  of  it  through  &  long 
period  of  time,  in  every  variety  of  form,  and  in  some  form  or 
other  under  every  administration  preceding  mine»  with  tijc  gen- 
eral concurrence  of  the  State  anthoritics,  and  acqaSescence  of 
the  people  at  large,  and  without  a  glimpt^e  of  change  in  liie 
public  opinion,  but  evidently  with  a  growing  confirmation  of  it; 
all  this  I  regarded  as  a  construction  put  on  the  Constittition  by 
tlic  nation,  which,  having  made  it,  fiad  ihe  Rujireme  risrht  to  d«> 
clare  itH  meaning;  and  regarding,  moreover,  the  establishment 
of  a  Bank,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  as  the  only  expedi- 
ent for  substituting  a  sound  cuiTCiiey  in  place  of  the  vitiated  one 
then  working  so  much  mischief,  I  did  not  feel  myself,  as  a  public 
man,  at  liberty  to  sacrifice  all  these  public  considerations  to  my 
private  opinion. 

Will  you  accept  another  document,  on  another  subject,  which 
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liappen.i  to  have  been  jnst  reprinted,  at  Mie  instance,  it  seems,  of 
a  ffrandsoi)  of  George  Mason,  who  sent  me  tlie  copy,  with  a  re- 
quest of  inforniaiion  as  to  the  orijj^iQ  and  occasion  of  the  paper. 
I  repeat  the  explanation  given  to  him.  The  Anglican  hierarchy 
existing  in  Virginia  prior  to  the  Revolution  was  aljolished  Ijy 
an  early  act  of  the  Independent  Legislature*  In  the  year  1785, 
a  bin  was  introduced  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Jlenry^  imposing 
a  general  tax  ft^r  the  support  of  ** Teachers  of  Uie  Cliristian  Re- 
ligion." It  made  a  progress,  threatening  a  majority  in  its  favor. 
As  an  expedient  to  defeat  it,  we  proposed  that  it  should  be  post- 
poned to  another  session,  and  printed  in  the  mean  time  for  pub- 
lic consideration.  Such  an  appeal  in  a  case  so  importiint  and 
so  unforeseen  could  not  be  resisted.  With  a  view  to  arouse  the 
people,  it  was  thought  proper  that  a  tnemorial  should  be  drawn 
np,  the  task  being  assigned  to  me,  to  be  printed  and  circulated 
through  the  State  for  a  general  signature.  The  experiment 
succeeded.  The  memorial  was  so  extensively  signed  by  the 
various  religions  sects,  including  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
old  hierarchy,  that  the  projected  innovation  was  crushed,  and 
Tinder  the  influence  of  the  popular  sentiment  thn.s  called  fortli, 
the  well-known  Bill  prepared  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  for  ''Estaldish- 
ing  Religious  freedom,"  passed  into  a  law,  as  it  now  stands  in 
our  code  of  statutes. 

Return  the  respects  and  good  wishes  of  us  alt  to  your  amiable 
family  circle;  and  be  assured  that  my  heart  is,  as  it  always  hag 
been,  devoted  to  your  happiness^  Mrs,  M.  has  the  same  feelings. 
My  mother,  now  touching  her  ninety-sixth  year,  received  your 
kind  remembrance  with  much  sensibility.  She  forgets  many 
things,  she  says,  but  shall  never  forget  General  La  Fayette,  the 
great  and  good  friend  of  her  country. 
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TO  JONATHAN   ELLIOTT. 

MoNTPKLLiEK,  NoV  25,  1826. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours  of  tlie  21st.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  State  Conventions,  on  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  my  possession,  are — 1".  Of  Massachusetts,  in  a 
thick  pamphlet.  2.  New  York;  also  a  thick  pamphlet.  3. 
Pennsylvania;  a  thin  volume  in  boards,  containing  the  speeches 
of  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  M^Kean,  both  in  favor  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  speeches  of  other  members  were  not  published  at  the 
same  time  and  in  the  same  form.  It  is  possible  they  may  have 
been  published  at  a  late  day  in  some  other  form.  4.  Virginia. 
There  were  3  thin  volumes  in  boards,  of  which  the  first  has 
disappeared  from  my  set.  I  believe  there  has  been  a  subse- 
quent edition  in  a  single  volume.  5.  N.  Carolina;  a  vol.  in 
boards,  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  first  ConventioD,  which 
disagreed  to  the  Constitution.  Those  of  the  second,  which 
adopted  it,  if  printed,  have  never  come  into  my  hands.  The 
proceedings  of  the  Conventions  of  the  other  States  may  have 
been  printed  either  in  books,  pamphlets,  or  newspapers;  but  I 
do  not  possess  them,  nor  recollect  to  have  understood  this  to 
have  been  the  case.  It  might  be  worth  while,  as  opportunities 
oflFer,  to  search  into  the  cotemporary  publications  of  every  de- 
scription. Some  of  them  may  furnish  lights  on  the  subject,  in 
letters  or  essays  from  persons  concerned  in  public  aflFairs. 

I  send  you  the  New  York  pamphlet,  the  only  one  not  men- 
tioned as  in  the  Library  at  Washington;  and  I  will  send  any 
or  all  of  the  others  if  you  desire  it  and  give  me  the  intimation. 


TO  DOCTOR  THOMAS   COOPER. 

MoNTPiLLiKB,  December  26,  1826. 

Dear  Sir, — The  two  copies  of  your  lectures  on  political 
economy,  forwarded  with  your  letter  of  November  15,  were 
duly  received.  That  for  Mr.  Eppes  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Trist, 
of  the  Monticcllo  family,  who  said  he  would  send  it  on  forth- 
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Willi  l>y  a  safe  conveyance.  For  the  other,  addressed  to  niyself, 
I  offer  my  thank;^.  Before  I  had  time  to  look  into  the  volume, 
I  had  nn  opportunity  of  handing  ii  over  to  Profossor  Tnckor, 
of  our  University,  no\r  charged  with  that  brancli  of  instrnclioni 
who  wished  to  sec  it,  as  I  did  that  lie  should,  not  doubting  that 
it  well  Tneritcd  Ins  perusal. 

Have  you  ever  adverted  to  the  alleged  ininnteoess  of  the 
Roman  farms,  and  the  irapo?sibiHty  of  accounting  for  their  sup- 
port of  a  family?  All  the  ancient  aiitliors,  agricultural  and  his- 
torical, speak  of  the  ordinary  size  as  not  exceeding  chto  jufjera^ 
equal,  according  to  the  ascertained  measure,  to  about  one  and 
a  quarfcr  of  our  acres;  and  none  of  the  modern  writer?'  I  have 
met  with  question  the  statement.  Neither  Ilume  nor  Wallace, 
though  led  to  a  critical  investigation  of  it  in  comparing  the 
populonsness  of  ancient  and  modern  nations,  notice  the  difR- 
cully,  Dickson,  too,  in  his  elaborate  researches  into  ancient  hus- 
bandry, if  I  do  not  misrecollect,  starts  noMoubt  on  the  subject. 
Now,  is  it  possible  that  a  family,  say  of  six  persons,  could  pro- 
cure from  such  a  speck  of  earth,  by  any  known  mode  of  culture, 
a  supply  of  food  such  as  tlien  used,  with  the  materials  for  cloth- 
ing, or  a  surplus  from  the  soil  that  would  purchase  it,  to  say 
nothing  of  fuel,  and  the  wood  necessary  for  the  other  wants  of 
the  farm?  We  bear  much,  also,  of  the  plough  and  the  oxen  on 
the  Roman  farm.  How  were  these  fed?  A  yoke  would  devour 
more  than  the  whole  product.  Cincinnatus  himself  is  reported 
to  have  owned  Vmt  eight  jugera,  if  I  mistake  not,  one-half  of 
which  he  lost  by  a  securityship.  Even  that  aristocratic  allow- 
ance is  not  free  from  the  remarks  here  made.  Tlie  subject  is 
curious,  awl  involves  three  questions:  1.  Whether  the  f^ize  of 
the  farm,  though  never  called  in  question,  has  been  rightly 
stated?  2.  If  rightly  stated,  and  no  extraneous  resources  ex- 
isted, how  were  the  families  subsisted?  3.  If  there  were  extra- 
neous resources,  what  were  they?  We  read  of  no  pastures  or 
forests  in  common;  and  their  warlike  expeditions,  though  in 
the  neighbourhood,  as  it  were,  and  carried  on  by  the  farmers 
themselves,  could  yield  no  adequat€  supplies  to  solve  the 
problem. 
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The  mail  has  furnisbod  me  with  a  co^iy  of  your  Lectures  on 
Civil  Government  and  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
I  find  in  them  much  in  wliieh  to  concur;  parts  on  which  I  might 
Fay  non  liquet;  and  others  from  wliich  I  slionld  dissentj  but  in 
none  of  which  interesting  views  are  not  presented.  What  alone 
I  moan  to  notice,  is  a  passage  in  which  you  liavo  been  misled 
by  the  authorities  before  you,  and  by  a  misunderstanding  of  the 
term  **national/''  used  in  the  early  proceedings  of  the  conrcn- 
lion  of  1787.  Both  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Martin  brought  to  Ibe 
convention  predispositions  against  its  object:  the  one  from 
Maryland  representing  the  party  of  Mr.  Chase^  opposed  to  Fed- 
eral restraints  on  the  State  legislation;  the  other  from  New 
York,  the  i)arty  unwilling  to  lose  the  power  over  trade,  ihroagh 
which  the  State  levied  a  tribute  on  the  consumptioD  of  its  neigh- 
bours. Botli  of  them  left  tlie  convention  long  before  it  com- 
pleted its  work;  and  appear  to  have  reported  in  angry  terms 
what  they  had  observed  with  jaundiced  eyes*  Mr.  Martin  is 
paid  to  have  recanted  at  a  later  day,  and  Mr.  Yates  to  have 
changed  his  polities,  and  joined  the  party  adverse  to  tlmt  which 
pent  him  to  the  convention. 

With  respect  to  the  term  "national /'  as  contradistin-i  i  :•  1 
from  tlie  term  *' federal,"  it  was  not  meant  to  express  the  tj.tuU 
of  power,  but  the  jrwde  of  its  operation,  which  was  to  be,  not 
like  the  power  of  tlie  old  confederation,  operating  on  Siaie^t 
but  like  that  of  ordinary  governments,  operating  on  individuals; 
and  the  substitution  of  *' United  Stiites'^  for  ^'national/'  noted 
in  the  journal,  was  not  designed  to  change  the  meaning  of  the 
latter,  but  to  guard  against  a  mistake  or  misrepresentation  of 
what  was  intended.  The  terra  ''nationar'  was  used  in  the  origi- 
nal propositions  offered  on  the  part  of  the  Virginia  deputies, 
not  one  of  whom  attached  to  it  any  other  meaning  than  that 
here  explained.  Mr.  Randolph  liimsclf,  the  organ  of  the  depu- 
tation oo  the  occasion,  was  a  strenuous  advocate  for  the  federal 
quality  of  limited  and  specified  powers;  and  finally  refused 
sign  tlie  Constitution  because  its  powers  were  not  sufBeientl 
limited  and  defined. 

We  feel  great  pleasure  in  inferriag  from  your  communica 
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tliat  yonr  liealtli,  so  severely  assailed  at  Eielinjond,  lias  been 
effectually  restored*  With  the  best  wishes  for  its  continuance, 
and  the  addition  of  all  other  blessings,  I  renew  to  you  the  ex- 
pression of  my  great  esteem  and  friendly  regards. 


TO  JOSEPH   C,    CABELL. 

MoNtPKLLiBR,  JanT  13lh,  1827. 

My  dear  Sir, — A  delay  has  occurred  in  forwarding  the  Re- 
port from  the  la?t  meeting  of  the  Visitors  of  the  University, 
wliich  occasioDs  a  rc«^ret  in  which  yuu  ^"ill  largely  share.  But 
it  has  been  unavoidal>le.  A  primary  object,  as  you  know,  was 
to  lay  before  the  Legislature  the  latter  enactments,  whicli  were 
to  be  digested  into  a  printed  copy  of  the  entire  Code.  The  work 
was  duly  prepared  for  the  press  bj'^  the  Secretary,  aided  by  Mr. 
Lomax,  when  the  intensity  of  the  first  [?]  arrested  the  publica- 
tion- The  change  of  weather  hns,  I  hope,  hurl  the  proper  effect; 
and  the  Report,  signed  by  the  Rector,  has  been  sent  to  the  Sec- 
retary, to  go  on  directly  to  Richmond  the  moment  a  copy  of  the 
Code  can  be  obtained  from  the  printer*  It  may  be  well  to  let 
the  cause  of  disappointment  be  understood  by  those  who  advert 
to  it. 

It  has  given  me  particular  concern  that  tl*c  case  of  the  bust, 
Ac,,  contained  in  Mr,  Jcflferson  Randolph's  letter,  will  not  have 
been  presented  to  the  Assembly  before  the  general  sale,  from 
which  it  is  not  excepted,  I  had  been  somewhat  relieved  by  the 
intimation  of  Mr.  Ritchie,  that  the  pictures,  busts,  &c.,  were  to 
be  sent  for  sale  elsewhere,  and  of  course  that  the  opportunity 
for  Legislative  interposition  would  not  be  lost.  It  now  appears, 
from  au  advertisement  of  the  6th  instant  in  the  last  Central 
Gazette,  that  those  articles  are  continued  on  the  list  for  sale 
th(j  day  after  to-morrow.  I  still  indulge  a  hope  timt  ihere  is 
some  understanding  in  the  case  that  will  save  the  bust,  at  least, 
from  profanation,  and  enable  the  Legislature  to  do  in  that,  as 
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in  other  respects,  what  becomes  it,  and  what  the  world  expei 
from  it. 

I  find  by  the  letters  from  Judge  Tucker  that  his  collection 
old  Documents  contains  none  of  the  Joarnals  of  the  Genei 
Assembly  for  the  years  in  which  mine  is  deficient.  Ought  i 
legal  provision  to  be  made  for  a  republication,  that  will  gna 
against  the  extinction  with  which  that  important  portion  of  i 
public  history  is  threatened?  As  far  as  I  have  been  able 
learn,  there  does  not  exist  an  entire  copy  except  at  Richmoi 
and  but  one  even  there.  There  was,  I  understand,  a  repobli 
tion,  some  years  ago,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
1776.  The  same  precaution  ought  evidently  to  be  taken  v 
respect  to  the  Journals  of  both  Houses  down  to  some  late  da 
and  in  a  convenient  form,  to  which  the  annual  publications 
future  should  correspond.  Much  praise  has  been  given  to  T 
ginia  for  the  edition  of  her  laws,  comprising  the  dead  as  w 
as  the  living  ones.  The  work  suggested  would  add  to  tl 
merit,  and  she  had  better  set  an  example  of  it  than  to  have 
follow  that  which  other  States  have  or  will  soon  set.  The  < 
pcnse  ought  not  to  be  regarded,  especially  as  it  would  be  dim 
ishcd  by  the  purchases  of  individuals.  To  render  the  provi?! 
for  the  object  as  effectual  and  as  useful  as  possible,  a  few  cop 
might  be  deposited  in  each  of  the  chartered  Seminaries  of  Leai 
ing,  where,  besides  the  advantage  of  preservation,  they  woe 
be  accessible  at  all  times  for  literary  purposes. 

Pardon  this  intrusion  on  your  attention,  which  I  well  kn( 
must  be  much  occupied  otherwise,  and  be  assured  of  my  grc 
esteem  and  cordial  regard. 


TO   THOMAS  LAW. 

Mo!iTP«i.LiBB,  Jan^  27. 

Dear  Sir, — The  copy  of  your  Address  before  the  Columbi 
Institute,  kindly  sent  me,  was  duly  received.  I  find  that  furtl 
reflection  has  confirmed  you  in  your  favorite  plan  of  a  pai 
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curreacy,  and  that  you  have  added  a  corroboratioo  from  names 
of  high  authority  on  such  subjects.  The  practicability  of  a 
paper  emission,  equal  in  value  to  specie,  cannot,  I  tlunk,  be 
doubted;  provided  its  circulating  quantity  be  adapted  to  the 
demands  for  it,  and  it  be  freed  from  all  cqiprehcnmon  of  undue 
augmentations.  If  made  to  answer  all  !he  purposes  of  gipecie, 
and  receivable,  moreover,  in  particular  payments,  in  exclusion 
of  specie,  it  would  even  rise  above  the  value  of  specie  when  not 
in  requisition  for  foreign  purposes, 

I  cannot  return  mj  thanks  for  your  polite  attention  without 

adding  a  hope  that  you  have  not  forgotten  the  promise  you 

made  on  the  eve  of  your  departure  for  Europe.     Mrs.  M.  joins 

ine  in  assnring  you  of  the  pleasure  its  fulfilment  will  alTord  us, 

H  and  of  the  continuance  of  our  cordial  esteem  and  good  wishes. 

^f      Dear 


I 


I 


TO   SAMUEL   H.   SMITH. 


Dear  Sm, — I  have  received,  with  your  favor  of  January  24, 
a  copy  of  your  biographical  memoir  of  Thomas  JefForson,  deliv- 
ered before  the  Columbian  Institute;  and  I  cannot  return  my 
thanks  without  congratulating  the  Institute  on  its  choice  of  the 
hand  to  which  the  preparation  of  tlie  luemoir  was  assigned. 
The  subject  was  worthy  of  the  scientific  and  patriotic  body 
which  espoused  it,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  treated 
wortliy  of  the  subject.  The  only  blemishes  to  be  noted  on  the 
face  of  the  memoir,  are  the  specks  in  which  the  partiality  of  a 
friend  betrays  itself  towards  one  of  the  names  occasionally 
mentioned. 

I  have  great  respect  for  your  suggestion  with  respect  to  the 
season  for  making  public  what  I  have  preserved  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Revolutionary  Congress,  and  of  the  General  Con- 
vention  of  1787.  But  I  have  not  yet  ceased  to  think  that  a  pub- 
lication of  them,  posthumous  as  to  others  as  well  as  myself,  may 
be  most  delicate,  and  most  useful  also,  if  to  be  so  at  all.  As  no 
personal  or  party  views  can  then  be  imputed,  they  will  be  read 


650 


WORKS    OF    MADISON. 


182T, 


■with  loss  of  personal  or  party  feelings,  and,  consequently,  with 
whatever  protU  may  1j"^  promised  by  tlicm.  It  is  true,  also,  that 
after  a  certain  date,  tlic  older  .such  things  grow  the  more  they 
arc  relished  as  newj  the  distance  of  time,  like  that  of  space,  from 
which  tbey  are  received,  giving  them  that  attractive  character. 

It  cannot  be  very  long,  however,  before  the  living  obstaclea 
to  the  forthcomings  in  question  will  be  removed.  Of  tlie  mem- 
bers of  Coijgress  during  the  period  embraced,  the  lamps  of  all 
are  extinct,  with  the  exception,  I  believe,  of  two,  Richard  Pctera 
and  myself;  and  of  tlio  signers  of  the  Constitution,  of  all  but 
three,  R.  King,  William  Few,  and  myself;  and  of  the  lamps  still 
burning,  none  can  now  be  far  from  the  socket. 

It  will  be  hmg  before  this  can  be  said  of  yours,  or  of  that 
which  pairs  it;  and  I  pray  you  both  to  be  assured  of  the  sincere 
wish,  in  which  Mrs.  M,  joins  me,  that  in  the  mean  time  OTcry 
happiness  may  await  you. 


TO  JOSEPH  C.  CABELL. 

Ffb^  7.  1S27. 

My  dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  January  24  came  duly  to  hand, 
and  relieved  mc  very  agreeably  from  the  anxiety  produced  by 
the  delay  of  the  report  of  the  Visitors.  The  improvements 
made  in  our  code  could  not  fail  to  have  the  good  efiect  you 
mention  on  the  public  dispositions  towards  the  University.  I 
had  hoped  for  a  greater  eEFect  than  yet  appears  on  the  liberality 
of  the  Legislature,  You  can  judge  butter  than  I  can  of  the 
modi^cation  of  the  finances  most  likely  to  facilitate  the  aids 
we  need. 

In  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  the  Visitors  assembled  at 
Richmond,  I  gave  notice  to  the  Proctor  that  the  two  discontin* 
ued  hotels  were  to  be  put  again  under  the  cliarge  of  their  for- 
mer keepers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  change  in  the  relations 
between  all  of  them  and  the  students  will  produce  a  change  for 
the  better  on  botli  sides.  If  it  should  not  on  that  of  the  hotel- 
keepers,  a  remedy  is  provided;  but  will  it  not  be  well  to  make 
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it  more  prompt  and  efficacious  tliaii  the  late  enactment  on  tliat 
subject  authorizes? 

I  obaervo  that  tlie  Governor  has  taken  up  the  case  of  tho 
Journals  in  a  very  proper  message  to  the  General  Assembly, 
It  seems  that  the  neccBsity  was  even  greater  than  I  was  aware. 
I  Lad  understood  that  the  set  at  Richmond  was  complcat,  whilst 
there  is  a  chasm  of  tlirec  sessions.  From  the  abortive  enquiries 
which  I  have  made  in  order  to  fill  t!ie  greater  one  in  my  set, 
and  which  extended  even  to  Kentucky,  making  formerly  a  part 
of  Virginia,  I  appreliend  there  is  some  uncertainty  whether 
the  time  has  not  already  passed  for  replacing  the  losses.  If  you 
can  readily  obtain  a  note  of  the  missing  copies  iu  the  public  set, 
be  so  good  as  to  mention  them;  and  if  they  exist  in  my  broken 
set,  I  will  hold  them  ready  for  the  use  in  question, 

^^^H(  MoNTFELLim,  Fcbr  7tti,  1S27. 

^M      Dear  Sm, — The  task  in  which  the  Legislature  at  Richmond 
^^  is  engaging  will  form,  iu  some  measure,  a  crisis  for  the  standing 
of  Virginia  iu  the  Union.    I  hope  her  counsellors  will  enter  no 
labyrinth  without  a  clew  that  cannot  fail  them.    They  cannot 
keep  too  carefully  in  view  the  distioction  between  cases  where 
I        the  General  Government  opposes  the  will  of  its  constituents,  as 
^p  happened  when  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  passed,  and  where 
"    the  Government  has  the  States  and  tfic  people  on  its  side,  as  it 
I        has  thus  far  liad  on  the  question  of  iuternal  improveiueots;  and 
H   agaiut  between  the  exercise  of  unconstitutional  powers  and  the 
"    ai^K^of  c*onstitutional  powers.   I  am  afraid  the  political  atmos* 
phere  is  too  turbid  every  where  for  distinct  views  of  any  sub- 
ject of  a  political  complexion* 
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TO  JONATHAN   ELLIOT. 

MoiTTPBLLiBB,  Feb'j  14,  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  in- 
staut,  and  with  it  a  copy  of  tlie  fii-st  volume  of  the  debates,  Ac, 
of  the  State  Conventions  which  decided  on  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  volume  appears  a  favorable  specimen 
of  the  manner  in  which  tlie  work  is  to  be  executed. 

The  proceedings  of  tliose  Assemblies,  however  defective  they 
may  be  in  some  respects,  and  inaccurate  in  others,  being  highly 
interesting  in  a  political  as  well  as  historical  view,  a  rescue  of 
them  from  tlio  increasing  difficulty  of  procuring  copies,  and  the 
possibility  of  tlieir  disappearance  altogether,  is  among  the  cares 
which  may  reasonably  be  expected  from  the  existing  generation  . 
by  those  which  arc  to  follow.  The  obvious  provision  in  the 
case  is  tliat  of  multiplying  copies  in  individual  hands  and  in 
public  depositories;  and  I  wish  you  may  find  due  encouragement 
in  a  task  which  will  provide  the  means  for  both  these  safe- 
guards. 

I  send  you  a  copy,  as  you  request,  of  what  was  published,  and 
is  in  my  possession,  of  the  Debates  in  the  Pennsylvania  Con- 
vention. These  being  on  one  side  only,  it  may  bo  proper  to 
search  for  the  cotemporary  publications  on  the  other.  I  send, 
also,  the  proceedings  of  the  first  of  tlie  two  North  Carolina 
Conventions.  If  those  of  the  second  were  ever  published,  no 
copy  of  them  has  come  into  my  hands. 


TO  ROBERTS  VAUX. 

MoiiTPiLLiBm,  Feb'  21,  1827. 
I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  copy  of  your  interesting  discourse 
before  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  The  tribute  it 
pays  to  her  great  Founder  and  first  settlers  was  due  to  the  mem- 
orable example  they  gave  of  justice  and  humanity  to  the  al>o- 
riginal  inhabitants  of  the  country.  The  example  was  in  true 
harmony  with  that  of  their  inviolable  respect  for  the  rightii  of 


182T. 


LETTERS. 


553 


conscience  in  all  men-  These  merits  are  not  only  fruitful  tbcmea 
for  panegyrical  eloquence,  but  will  furnish  for  the  pages  of 
history  some  of  its  mos^t  precious  lessons. 

To  uiy  thanks,  allow  me  to  add  the  expression  of  my  great 
respect  and  my  friendly  wishes. 


k 


TO   HENRY  WHEATON. 

MoKTPBLLiKB^  Fehf  26,  1827. 

D*  Sir, — Since  I  answered  your  letter  of  it 

has  occurred  that  I  sliould  not  show  a  respect  for  your  wishes, 
if  I  failed  to  fulfil  thcni,  by  suggeatin^  for  your  consideration 
the  following  topics,  as  far  as  they  may  fall  within  the  range  of 
your  enlarged  edition  of  the  **Liro  of  Mr,  Pinkney.*' 

Without  discussing  the  general  chai-acter  of  tiie  Treaty  with 
O.  Britain  in  1794,  or  wishing  to  revive  ammosilies  which  time 
has  soothed  to  rest,  it  may  be  recollected  that  among  tlie  great 
merits  claimed  for  the  Treaty,  were  the  indemnity  for  spolia- 
tions on  our  commerce,  and  the  privilege  of  trading  with  Brit- 
ish India. 

On  the  first  plea  of  merit,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  such  was 
the  structure  of  the  article  stipulating  indemnity,  that  but  for 
the  powerful  exertions  of  our  Commissioners,  particularly  Mr. 
Pinkney,  and  finally,  the  turn  of  the  die  that  gave  them  the 
choice  of  the  umpire,  the  Treaty  would  have  failed  on  that 
great  point.  It  may  be  said,  therefore,  to  have  provided  for 
one-half  only  of  what  was  obtained,  the  chance  being  equal  of 
losing  or  gaining  the  whole. 

On  tlie  other  plea  it  is  to  he  remarked,  tliat  the  value  of  the 
privileged  trade  with  India  depended  very  materially  on  its  be- 
ing open  to  indirect  as  well  ns  direct  voyages  to  India.  Yet  in 
a  case  turning  on  this  point,  which  was  carried  before  the  Court 
of  Kings^  Bench,  the  Chief  Justice,  although  he  decided  in  our 
favour,  declared  at  the  same  time  htg  belief  that  the  real  inten- 
tion of  the  negotiators  was  otiicrwise,  and  his  regret  that  the 

rticle  happened  to  be  so  worded  that  the  legal  rules  uf  inter- 
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prelaiion  constrained  liim  to  decide  as  lie  did,  Tlie  twelve 
Judges  contiruied  tlic  decision,  prcsmnably,  j^rAtyjs  avon^y, 
with  the  same  im|iresBJons.  My  memory  cannot  refer  to  iha 
source  of  my  inforoiatiou  on  the  subject,  Tbo  whole  case,  if  not 
already  known  to  yon,  wiil  doubtless  be  within  your  reach* 
Thus,  hud  fortune  or  the  fairness  of  the  British  Courts  failed 
us,  the  Treaty  would  haye  lost  much  of  its  favour  with  not  a 
few  of  its  warmest  partisans. 

In  none  of  the  comments  on  the  Declaration  of  the  last  war 
has  the  more  immediate  impulse  to  it  been  sufficiently  brought 
into  view.  This  was  the  letter  from  Castlereagh  to  Foster, 
which,  according  to  the  authority  given,  the  latter  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  read  by  him,  and  by  the 
President  also.  In  that  letter  it  was  distinctly  and  emphali- 
cally  stated  that  the  Orders  in  Council,  to  which  we  had  de- 
clared we  would  not  submit,  would  not  be  repealed,  without  a 
repeal  of  internal  measures  of  France,  which,  not  violating  any 
neutral  riglit  of  the  United  States,  t!»ey  bad  no  right  to  call  on 
France  to  repeal,  and  whidi,  of  course,  could  give  to  G,  Britain 
no  imaginablo  right  against  the  United  States.*  With  thia  for- 
mal notice,  no  ehoiee  romained  l*ut  between  war  and  degrada* 
tion;  a  degradation  inviting  fresh  provocations,  and  rendering 
war  sooner  or  later  inevitable. 

It  is  worthy  of  particular  remark  that,  notwithstanding  the 
peremptory  declaration  of  the  British  Cabinet  in  the  letter  of 
Castlereagh,  such  was  the  distress  of  the  British  maniifactnrers 
produced  by  our  prohibitory  and  restrictive  laws,  as  pressed  on 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Brougham  and  other?,  tb^t  ih^ 
Orders  lu  Council  were  soon  after  repealed,  bat  n« » 
to  prevent  the  effect  of  (be  declaration  that  tl 
repealed.  The  cause  of  the  war  hiv  (lipn^r^^ 
British  side.  Had  the  repeal  of  t 
the  declaration  that  they  would  oi 
been  repealed  but  a  few  wceV'^       't^' 
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as  proceeding  from  that  cause  would  have  been  stayed,  and  ne- 
gotiations on  the  subject  of  impressments,  the  other  great  cause, 
would  have  been  pursued  with  fresh  vigor  and  hopes,  under  the 
auspices  of  success  in  the  case  of  the  orders  in  Council. 

The  Declaration  of  war  has  been  charged  by  G.  Britain  and 
her  j)artisans  with  being  made  in  subserviency  to  the  views  of 
Napoleon.  The  charge  is  as  foolish  as  it  is  false.  If  the  war 
coincided  with  the  views  of  the  enemy  of  G.  Britain,  and  was 
favored  by  his  operations  against  her,  that  assuredly  could  be 
no  sound  objection  to  the  time  chosen  for  extorting  justice  from 
her.  On  the  contrary,  the  coincidence,  though  it  happened  not 
to  be  the  moving  consideration,  would  have  been  a  rational  one; 
especially  as  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  United  States  acted  in 
concert  with  that  chief,  or  precluded  themselves  from  making 
peace  without  any  understanding  with  him;  or  even  from  making 
war  on  France,  in  the  event  of  peace  with  her  enemy,  and  her 
continued  violation  of  our  neutral  rights.  It  was  a  fair  calcu- 
lation, indeed,  when  war  became  unavoidable,  or  rather  after 
it  had  commenced,  that  Napoleon,  whether  successful  or  not 
against  Russia,  would  find  full  employment  for  her  and  her  as- 
sociates, G.  Britain  included;  and  that  it  would  be  required 
of  G.  Britain,  by  all  the  powers  with  whom  she  was  leagued, 
that  she  should  not  divert  any  part  of  her  resources  from  the 
common  defence  to  a  war  with  the  United  States,  having  no 
adequate  object,  or,  rather,  objects  adverse  to  the  maritime  doc- 
trines and  interests  of  every  nation  combined  with  her.  Had 
the  French  Emperor  not  been  broken  down,  as  he  was,  to  a  de- 
gree at  variance  with  all  probability,  and  which  no  human  sa- 
gacity could  anticipate,  can  it  be  doubted  that  G.  Britain  would 
have  been  constrained,  by  her  own  situation  and  the  demands 
of  her  allies,  to  listen  to  our  reasonable  terms  of  reconciliation? 
The  moment  chosen  for  the  war  would,  therefore,  have  been  well 
chosen,  if  chosen  with  a  reference  to  the  French  expedition 
against  Russia;  and  although  not  so  chosen,  the  coincidence  be- 
tween the  war  and  the  expedition  promised  at  the  time  to  be  as 
favorable  as  it  was  fortuitous. 
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But  the  war  was  commeDced  without  due  preparatiou:  tins 
is  another  charge.  Preparations  in  all  such  cases  are  compar* 
ative.  The  quesUou  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  adversary 
was  better  prepared  than  we  were;  whether  delay  on  our  side^ 
after  tlic  approacli  of  war  would  be  foreseen  on  the  other,  would 
have  made  the  comparative  preparations  better  for  us.  As  the 
main  theatre  of  the  war  was  to  be  in  our  neighbourhood,  and 
the  augit^ented  preparations  of  the  enemy  were  to  be  beyond 
the  Atlantic,  promptitude  of  attack  was  the  evident  policy  of 
the  United  States.  It  was^  in  facti  not  the  suddenness  of  the 
war  as  an  Executive  policy,  but  tlie  tardiness  of  the  legistativo 
provisions,  wliicli  gave  whatever  colour  existed  for  the  charge 
in  question.  The  recommendations  of  military  preparatioui} 
went  from  the  Executive  on  the  5th  day  of  November;  and  so 
impressed  was  that  department  of  the  Government  with  Uie  ad- 
vantage of  dcs[>atch  in  the  measures  to  be  adopted  by  Congress, 
that  the  recommendation,  as  was  known,  contemplated  a  force 
of  a  kind  and  extent  only  whicli  it  was  presumed  might  l>e  made 
ready  witliin  the  requisite  period.  Unfortunately,  thi:?  consid- 
eration had  not  its  desired  effect  on  the  proceedings  in  Con- 
gress. TIjo  laws  passed  on  the  subject  were  delayed,  that  for 
filling  up  the  peace  establishment  till  December  24,  and  tliat  for 
the  new  ormy  to  be  raised  till  January  14,  and  such  were  the 
extent  and  conditions  prescribed  for  the  latter,  tliat  it  could 
scarcely,  under  any  circumstances,  and  by  no  pns«^ibility  under 
the  circumstances  existing,  be  forthcoming  witliin  the  critical 
season.  It  may  be  snfely  affirmed  that  the  force  contemplated 
by  the  Executive,  if  brought  into  the  field  as  soon  as  it  might 
have  been,  would  have  been  far  more  adequate  to  it^s  objcci 
thttn  that  enacted  by  the  Legislature  could  have  been,  if  brought 
into  the  field  at  tlie  later  day  required  for  the  purpose.  Wbco 
the  time  arrived  for  appointing  such  a  catalogue  of  officers,  very 
few  possessing  a  knowledge  of  military  duty,  and  for  enlisting 
so  great  a  number  of  men  for  the  repulsive  term  of  five  ye^irs, 
and  without  tlie  possibility  of  a  prompt  distribution,  in  the  luidf^t 
of  winter,  throughout  the  Union,  of  the  necessary  equipments, 
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and  tlie  usual  attractions  to  the  recrniting  stanclardB,  tlic  rliffcr- 
enco  bt^tweon  the  conrsc  rocomraeDdod  and  tliat  pursued  was 
felt  in  its  distressing  force. 

The  Journalg  of  Congress  will  shew  that  tlie  hills  which 

passed  into  laws  wore  not  e^en  reported  till  the r\t- ^ 

by  a  committee  which  was  appointed  on  the — — of  — ;  a 

tardines.^  as  strange  in  its  appearance  as  it  was  painful  in  its 
consequences. 

Yet,  with  all  the  disadvantage*?  under  which  hostilitieR  were 
commenced,  their  progress  would  have  l^een  very  different  un- 
der a  proper  conduct  of  the  initiative  expe<}ition  info  Upper 
Canada.  The  individual  at  the  head  of  it  had  been  pointed  out 
for  the  service  by  very  olivious  considerations.  He  had  acquired 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution  the  reputation  of  a  brave  and 
valuable  officer;  he  was,  of  course,  an  experienced  one.  He 
had  been  long  the  chief  magistrate  in  the  ciuarter  contiguous  to 
the  theatre  of  his  projected  operations;  with  the  best  opportu- 
nitiea  of  being  acquainted  with  the  population  and  localities 
on  the  hostile  as  well  as  his  own  side  of  the  dividing  straight. 
He  had  also  been  the  superintendent  of  our  affairs  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  holding  intercourse  with  that  district  of  country;  a 
ti'ust  which  afforded  him  all  the  ordinary  means  of  understand- 
ing, conciliating,  and  manairing  their  dispositions.  With  such 
qualifications  and  advantages,  which  seemed  to  give  liim  a 
claim,  above  all  otlicrs,  to  the  station  assigned  to  him,  he  sunk 
before  obstacles  at  which  not  an  ofBcer  near  him  would  liaTe 
paused,  and  threw  away  an  entire  army,  in  the  moment  of  enter- 
ing a  career  of  success,  which  would  have  made  the  war  as  pros- 
perous in  its  early  stages  and  promising  in  its  subsequent  course, 
as  it  was  rendered  by  that  disaster  oppressive  to  our  resources 
and  flattering  to  the  hopes  of  the  enemy.  By  the  surrender  of 
General  TlyM,  the  people  of  Canada,  not  indisposed  to  favour 
us,  were  turned  against  us;  the  Indians  were  thrown  into  the 
service  of  the  enemy;  the  expense  and  delay  of  a  new  armament 
were  incurred;  the  Western  militia  and  volunteers  were  with- 
held from  offensive  co-operation  with  the  troops  elsewhere  by 
the  necessity  of  defending  their  own  frontier  and  families  against 
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incursions  of  the  savages;  aBd  a  general  damp  spread  over  the 
face  of  oar  uffairs.  What  a  contrast  would  the  success,  ho  easy 
at  the  outset  of  the  war,  [liavc]  presented!  A  triumphant  armj 
would  have  seized  on  Upper  Canntla,  and  hastened  to  join  lie 
armies  atthepoint.s  below;  the  important  command  of  Lake  Erie 
would  have  fallen  to  us  of  course;  the  Indians  would  have  been 
neutral  or  submissive  to  our  will;  llio  general  spirit  of  the  coun- 
try would  have  been  kindled  into  enthui^iasm;  enlistments  would 
have  been  accelerated;  volunteers  would  have  stepped  forward 
with  redoubled  confidence  and  alacrity;  the  militia  would  have 
felt  a  like  animation;  and,  what  is  not  of  small  moment,  the  in- 
trignes  of  the  disaffected  would  have  been  smothered  in  their 
embryo  state. 

But  in  spite  of  the  early  frowns  of  fortune,  the  war  woold 
have  pressed  with  a  small  portion  of  its  weight  but  for  the 
great  military  revolotiou  in  Europe,  the  most  improbable  of 
contingencies,  which  turned  upon  us  such  a  body  of  veteran 
troops,  enured  to  coml>at  and  flushed  with  victory.  Happily, 
this  occurrence,  so  menacing  in  its  aspect,  led  to  exploit.«  which 
gained  for  the  arms  of  our  country  a  reputation  invaluable  as  a 
gnaranty  against  future  aggressions^  or  a  pledge  for  triuinplis 
over  tliem. 

There  is  a  circumstance  relating  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent  which 
seems  to  have  escaped  the  notice  to  which  it  is  entitled.  After 
the  close  of  the  British  war  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
during  the  negotiations  for  closing  it  with  ug,  the  question  arose 
in  the  Uouso  of  Commons,  whether  the  war  taxes  were  to  cease 
wiih  the  European  war,  or  to  be  continued  on  account  of  tbe 
war  with  the  United  States;  the  British  Minister  having  given 
an  assurance,  previous  to  the  latter,  that  those  obnoxious  taxes 
should  be  repealed  on  the  return  of  peace.  The  question  was 
put  home  to  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  Exchequer  Minister,  who,  well 
knowing  that  the  nation  w^onld  not  support,  at  that  oppressive 
expense,  a  war  reduced  as  the  objects  of  it  had  become,  shnnned 
an  answer,  got  the  Parliament  prorogued  till  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  in  the  mean  time  the  treaty  was  concluded  at  Ghait. 
I  have  not  the  means  of  refresliiog  or  correcting  my  memory, 
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but  believe  you  will  find,  on  consulting  the  Parliamentary  an- 
nals of  timt  period,  tlmt  what  is  stated  is  substantially  true. 

Pcrruit  me  to  repeat,  generally,  that  these  paragraphs  are  in 
tended  for  your  ejcnmiriaiion  as  well  as  consideration,  Tliey 
may  be  neither  free  from  errors,  nor  have  a  suflicicnt  affinity  to 
your  biographical  text;  and  if  admitted  into  it,  will  need  from 
your  pen  both  developments  and  adaptations,  making  them  j'otir 
own.  Whether  admi.ssible  or  not,  they  will  prove  the  sincerity 
of  my  promise  to  suggest  any  thing  that  might  occur  to  my 
thoughts.  And  that  I  may  not  be  without  some  proof,  aI&o»  that 
I  have  not  forgotten  tlje  other  promise  of  whatever  might  bo 
caught  by  ray  eye,  I  inclose  a  small  pamphlet  published  within 
the  period  of  ilr.  Pinknoy's  public  life,  and  throwing  light  on 
the  then  state  of  parties  in  the  U.  States,  It  was  drawn  np  on 
the  pressing  instances  of  my  political  friends,  at  the  end  of  a 
fatiguing  session  of  Congress,  and  under  a  great  impatience  to 
be  with  ray  family  on  the  road  homeward,  but  with  the  advan- 
tage of  having  the  whole  subject  fresh  in  my  memory  and  fa- 
miliar to  ray  reflections.  The  tone  pervading  it  will  bo  ex- 
plained, if  not  excused,  by  the  epoch  which  gave  birth  to  it 


TO   HENRY   LEE. 

MovTFELLiis,  Ft*bnuiry ,  1S27. 

I  received,  sir,  some  days  ago,  your  letter  of  tho  2d  iuBtant, 

to  the  object  of  which  T  have  not  been  able  to  give  an  earlier 
attention*  With  your  purpose  of  giving  a  historical  character 
to  the  events  of  a  very  critical  period  of  the  war  of  1812,  you 
are  very  properly  anxious  to  obtain  whatever  information  may 
contribute  to  the  authenticity  and  accuracy  of  the  work;  and  I 
cannot  but  wish  for  your  researches  every  success  which  may 
have  that  effect.  Unwilling  for  myself,  however,  to  confide  in 
recollections  which  tlie  lapse  of  time  has  necessarily  impaired^ 
and  separated  as  I  ara  from  official  documents,  which  miglit  ex- 
tend as  well  as  refresh  them,  my  answer  to  your  enquiries  must 
be  short  of  what  might  be  acceptable  to  you. 
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A  successful  invasion  of  Canada,  it  may  be  remarked,  was 
always  found  difficult.  It  was  tlic  case  in  the  war  of  1755;  in 
our  Revolutionary  war;  and  in  a  great,  though  less  degree,  in 
the  late  war.  The  difficulty  is  explained  by  the  forests  to  be 
penetrated,  the  savages  to  be  encountered,  and  the  Lakes  and 
other  waters  to  be  passed,  in  order  to  reach  a  distant  theatre, 
where  the  adversary  was  at  home,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  re- 
sources for  defence.  Should  another  hostile  occasion  ever 
arise,  the  relative  condition  of  tlie  parties  will  bo  essentially 
changed.  The  intermediate  ol)stacles  will  have  been  removed, 
and  all  the  requisites  for  invasion  will,  in  a  manner,  be  as 
easily  placed  where  wanted  on  our  side,  as  those  for  resistence 
on  the  other. 

In  the  outset  of  the  late  war  obvious  considerations  led  to 
an  invasion  where  success  appeared  to  be  most  certain,  and 
promised  the  best  influence  on  the  subsequent  course  of  opera- 
tions. The  result  of  that  enterprise  shifted  for  a  time  from  the 
enemy  to  ourselves  the  necessity  of  a  defensive  attitude.  When 
a  prospect  was  opened  for  carrying  the  war  into  the  heart  and 
strongholds  of  his  country,  tlie  plan  pursued,  whether  in  itself 
the  most  eligible  or  not,  has  been  criticised  more  on  account  of 
a  mismanaged  execution  than  of  a  misjudged  formation.  In 
comparing  that  for  the  campaign  wliich  followed  its  abortive 
issue  with  the  arrangements  deemed  preferable,  you  will,  if  not 
possessed  of  the  same  information  from  other  sources,  be  assisted 
by  a  brief  sketch  of  tlie  former;  it  being  premised  that  a  pro- 
tection of  the  frontier  on  the  Lakes  from  the  consequences  of  a 
command  of  them  by  the  enemy  was  always  a  primary  object; 
that  it  was  understood  that  the  enemy  meant  to  strengthen  him- 
self on  the  Peninsula;  and  that,  according  to  the  best  informa- 
tion obtained  by  the  War  Department,  the  regular  force  in 
Canada  consisted  of  12,000  men,  of  which  6  or  7,000  were  at 
and  above  Kingston.  It  was  taken  for  granted,  also,  that  the 
Peace  in  Euroi)e  having  liberated  the  British  armies  from  em- 
ployment tlierc,  detacliments  would  reinforce  the  troops  which 
would  be  opposed  to  ours. 

The  plan  in  question  embraced — 1.  An  expedition  into  Lake 
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Iliirnn,  with  four  or  fire  vessels  and  SCO  or  1,000  men,  to  obtain 
Ipossepsion  of  JIaclcinaw  and  S'  Josejvbs.     2.  An  expedition, 
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cneral  Brown,  to  Eurlington 
preparatory  to  further  operationj?  for  reducing  tlic  Peninsula; 
the  expedition  to  depend  on  Channcey*8  getting  the  command 
of  Lake  Ontario,  witliout  wliieh  snppliefl  conhl  not  be  secured* 
3,  The  liuililiijg  of  14  or  15  armed  boats  at  Sackctt's  Harbour^ 
ISO  to  command  tlie  S^  Lawrence,  under  the  protection  of  posta 
to  be  supplied  from  Izard's  command,  as  to  intercept  the  com- 
municatiim  between  Montreal  and  King8ton*  4.  The  main 
force  nndcr  Izard  to  make  demonstrations  towards  Montreal, 
in  order  to  divert  the  enemy  from  operations  westward,  and 
afford  the  eliance  of  compelling  Prevost  to  fight  disadvantage- 
onsly,  or  break  up  hia  connection  with  Lake  Champlain, 

I  pass  to  the  reference  you  make  to  certain  appoiDtmcntB, 
both  for  the  army  and  for  the  Cabinet,  Selections  for  ofilce^ 
always  liable  to  error,  were  particularly  so  for  military  com- 
mand at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war.  Tlie  survivors  of 
the  RevolutioDary  band,  who  alone  had  been  instructed  by  ex- 
perience in  the  field,  were  but  few;  and  of  those  several  of  the 
most  distinguished  were  disqualified  by  age  or  infirmities,  or 
precluded  by  foreknown  olijections  in  the  advisory  Branch  of 
the  appointing  Department.  This  last  cause  deprived  the  army 
of  services  which  would  have  been  very  acceptaljle  to  tlie  nom- 
inating Branch.  Among  those  wdio  had  acquired  a  mere  disci- 
^  plinary  experience,  no  suflicient  criterion  of  military  capacity 
^^existed;  and  of  course  they  liad  to  undergo  tests  of  another  eort 
^■'before  they  were  marked  out  for  high  military  trusts. 
^H  That  the  appointment  of  Hull  was  unfortunate  was  but  too 
^HteM  made  certain.  Yet  he  was  not  only  recommended  from 
~?espectable  quarters,  but  by  his  ostensible  fitness  also,  ITe  was 
a  man  of  good  understanding.  He  had  served  with  reputation, 
and  even  some  cdui^  in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  He  had  been 
the  Governor  at  Detroit,  and  could  not  but  be  acquainted  with 
the  population  and  localities  on  the  hostile  as  well  as  on  his 
own  side  of  the  boundary;  and  he  liad  been  the  superintendent 
of  our  aflFairs  with  the  Indians,  a  knowledge  of  which  was  of 
VOL,  lit.  36 
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much  importance.  These  advantages  seemed  to  give  him  not 
only  a  preference,  but  an  appropriateness  for  his  trust.  They 
were,  nevertheless,  fallacious;  and  it  is  not  unworthy  of  recol- 
lection that  after  tlie  disaster  which  proved  it,  some  who  had 
been  most  warm  in  his  recommendation  were  most  ready  to 
condemn  the  confidence  put  in  him. 

The  appointment  of  General  Dearborn  is  also  very  unfavor- 
ably noticed.  To  say  nothing  of  his  acknowledged  bravery  and 
firmness,  his  military  experience  and  local  knowledge  acquired 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  had  their  value.  And  he  had 
administered  the  Department  of  War  for  eight  years,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  President,  who  thought  well  not  only  of  his 
specific  qualifications,  but  generally  of  his  sound  and  practical 
judgment.  To  these  considerations  were  added  a  public  stand- 
ing calculated  to  repress  jealousies  in  others,  not  easy  to  be 
guarded  against  in  such  cases,  and  always  of  the  worst  ten- 
dency. It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  any  substituted  ap- 
pointment would  at  the  time  have  been  more  satisfactory. 

The  advanced  position  in  the  service  given  to  General  Smytli 
was  much  to  be  regretted.  Some  of  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  it  were  specious,  and  the  scale  and  cultivation  of  his  un- 
derstanding very  respectable;  but  his  talent  for  military  com- 
mand was  equally  mistaken  by  himself  and  by  his  friends. 

Before  T  advert  to  your  review  of  Cabinet  appointments,  I 
must  allude  to  the  field  of  choice  as  narrowed  by  considerations 
never  to  be  wholly  disregarded.  Besides  the  more  essential 
requisites  in  the  candidate,  an  eye  must  be  had  to  his  political 
principles  and  connexions,  his  personal  temper  and  habits,  his 
relations  of  [and?]  feelings  towards  those  with  whom  he  is  to  be 
associated,  and  the  quarter  of  the  Union  to  which  he  belongs. 
These  considerations,  the  last  as  little  as  any,  are  not  to  be  dis- 
regarded but  in  cases  where  qualifications  of  a  transcendent 
order  designate  individuals,  and  silence  the  patrons  of  competi- 
tors whilst  they  satisfy  the  public  opinion.  Add  to  the  whole 
the  necessary  sanction  of  the  Senate;  and,  what  may  also  he 
refused,  the  necessary  consent  of  the  most  eligible  individual. 
You  are  probably  very  little  aware  of  the  number  of  refimh 
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experienced  daring  tbe  period  to  which  your  observations  ap- 
ply. 

T  muf=*t  be  allowed  to  express  my  surprise  at  the  unfaTorable 
Ticw  taken  of  tlie  appointment  of  Mr.  Jones.  I  do  not  liositate 
to  pronounce  Uini  tbe  fittest  Minister  who  had  ever  been  charged 
with  the  Navy  Department.  With  a  strong  mind,  well  stored 
with  the  requii^itc  knowledge,  he  possessed  ^a*eat  energy  of 
character  and  indefatigable  application  lo  business.  I  cannot 
donbt  that  tbe  evidence  of  his  real  capacity,  his  appropriate  ac- 
quirements, and  bis  effective  exertions  in  a  most  arduous  ser- 
vice and  the  most  trying  scenes,  now  to  be  found  on  the  files  of 
the  Department,  as  well  as  my  own,  would  reverse  the  ojunion 
which  seems  to  bavo  been  formed  of  bim.  Xor  in  doing  him 
justice  ought  it  to  be  omitted  that  he  had  on  his  hands  the 
Treasury  as  well  as  Navy  Department,  at  a  time  when  Ijoth 
called  for  unusual  attention,  and  tbat  he  did  not  shrink  from 
the  former,  for  which  he  proved  himself  qualified^  till  tbe  double 
burden  became  evidently  insupportable. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  the  only  member  of  the  Cabinet  from  tlic 
West  wliose  claims  to  a  representation  in  it  were  not  unwortby 
of  attention  under  existing  circumstances.  It  was  not^  inflecd, 
the  quarter  most  likely  to  furnish  fiscal  qualifications;  hnt  it  is 
certain  tbat  he  had  turned  his  thoughts  tbat  way  wbilst  in  pub- 
lic life  more  than  appears  to  have  been  generally  known.  He 
was  a  man,  moreover,  of  sound  sense,  of  pure  integrity,  and  of 
great  application.  He  held  the  office  at  a  period  when  tbe  diffi- 
culties were  of  a  sort  scarcely  manageable  by  the  ablest  hands, 
and  when  the  ablest  hands  were  hast  tviUinff  to  encounter  them. 
It  happened,  also,  that  soon  after  he  entered  on  his  task  his  ill 
health  commenced,  and  continued  to  increase  till  it  compelled 
him  to  leave  the  Depurtment. 

Of  Mr.  Crowninshield  it  may  be  said,  without  claiming  too 
much  for  him,  that  he  had  not  only  received  public  testimonies 
of  respectability  in  a  quarter  of  the  Union  feeling  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  Department  to  wliJcb  be  was  called,  but  added  to  a 
stock  of  practical  good  sense  a  useful  stock  of  nautical  experi- 
ence and  information,  and  an  accouiiuodating  dispositiou,  par* 
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ticularlj  valuable  in  the  head  of  that  Department  since  the 
auxiliary  esiablishment  of  the  Navy  Board,  on  ^liich  the  labotir- 
ing  oar  now  devolves.  Superior  talents  without  socb  a  dispo- 
sition would  not  Buit  the  delicacy  of  the  legal  relations  between 
the  Secretary  and  the  Boards  and  the  danger  of  collisions  of 
very  embarrassing  tendency. 

As  you  have  made  no  reference  to  Doctor  Enstis,  I  onghtr 
perhaps,  to  observe  a  like  silence.  Bwt,  having  gone  so  far  on 
the  occasion,  I  am  tempted  to  do  him  the  justice  of  saying  that 
he  was  an  aceeptalde  member  of  the  Cabinet;  that  he  possesse*i 
an  accomplished  mind;  a  useful  knowledge  on  military  subject^ 
derived  from  lii?  connexion  with  tlie  Revolutionary  army,  and 
a  vigilant  superintendence  of  subordinate  agents;  and  that  his 
retreat  from  his  station  proceeded  from  causes  not  inconsistent 
with  these  endowments.  With  the  overload  of  duties  required 
by  military  preparations  on  the  great  scale  enjoined  by  law, 
and  the  refusal  to  him  of  assistants  osked  for,  who  were  ridi- 
culed as  crutches  for  official  infirmity,  no  Minister  conld  have 
sustained  himself,  unless  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  implicit  confi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  puldic,  ready  to  account  for  every  fail- 
lire,  without  an  impeachment  of  liis  official  competency.  In  or- 
dinary times,  Eustia  would  liave  satisfied  public  expectation; 
and  even  in  those  he  had  to  struggle  with,  the  result  would 
have  been  very  diflTerent  with  organizations  for  the  War  Pe- 
partment  equivalent  to  what  has  been  found  so  useful  in  a  time 
of  peace  for  an  army  reduced  t^  so  small  an  establishment. 

T  have  written  you  a  long  letter,  to  which  the  valne  of  its 
matter  will  not,  I  fear,  bo  thought  to  bear  a  just  proportion. 
This  will  be  of  the  less  moment  as  the  letter  is  for  yourself 
alone,  and  I  hope  will  be  received  as  an  expression  of  my  re- 
spects and  good  wishes. 

My  memory  does  not  fiirnisfi  an  answer  to  your  question — 
who  proposed  the  bust  of  Mr.  Henry?    The  Journals,  I  pre- 
same,  will  shew.    It  is  difficult  to  resist  the  positive  testimony 
of  Col.  Taylor  as  to  the  intention  of  Mr.  Ilenry  to  give  up 
contest  with  G.  Britain.     But  is  it  not  more  difficult  to 
the  extreme  improbability  of  the  fact? 
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TO   N,   P.   TRtST. 

MoNTPSLLiEH.,  MurcU  2df  1827, 
LR  Sir, — I  received,  in  due  time,  your  favor  of  the  21  olt., 
and  have  looked  over  the  lucubrations  of  ReguluSj  now  returned 
to  your  files;  but  with  an  atteution  less  close  timn  the  subject 
of  them  would  require,  I  concur  entirely  in  the  distinction 
made  between  the  authority  of  a  Constitution  and  that  of  pub- 
lic opinion.  The  former  Ib  the  record  of  the  national  will,  and 
no  evidence,  however  specious  or  true,  can  prevail  against  it. 
In  the  other  cases  which  have  occurred,  particularly  that  to 
which  my  remarks  related,  the  question  was  not  between  the 
Constitution  and  the  public  opinion,  but  between  different  in- 
terpretations of  the  Instrument,  all  admitting  that  to  be  the  par- 
amount authority,  and  claiming  it  for  themselves  in  its  true 
meaning.  Unhaf)pily,  this  must  often  be  more  or  less  the  case. 
The  imperfection  of  language,  especially  when  terms  are  to  be 
used  the  precise  import  of  which  lias  not  been  settled  by  a  long 
course  of  application,  is  one  eaui^e.  Tiie  change  which  the  mean- 
ing of  words  inadvertently  undergoes,  examples  of  which  are 
already  fui'uished  by  the  Constitntitjn  of  tiie  U.  States,  is  an- 
other. And  more  frequent  and  formidable  than  either  cause 
is  the  spirit  of  party  or  the  temptations  of  interest.  Nor  ie  the 
public  good,  real  or  supposed,  without  occasional  effect  in  be- 
traying honest  minds  into  miscoostructionsof  the  Constitutional 
text.  These  are  evils  whicli  cannot  be  altogether  avoided,  but 
they  are  not  to  be  compared  with  those  inlierent  in  arbitrary 
and  undetined  forms  of  Governuieiit.  They  are»  too,  such  as 
time,  usage,  and  the  gradual  incorporation  of  the  vital  maxims 
of  free  Government  into  the  national  sentiment^  must  tend  to 
diminish* 

My  suggestion  as  to  the  difibrcnt  course  proper  to  be  pursued 
in  opposing  measures  of  the  Federal  (jrovornmcnt,  as  they  Iiasc 
or  have  not  the  sujtport  of  the  States  and  of  the  people,  was 
founded  on  prudential  considerations  only.  The  language  of 
menace  and  defiance,  when  addressed  to  those  who  have  force, 
and  think  they  have  right,  also,  on  their  side,  defeats  itself.    It 
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sometimes  does  more;  it  is  known  to  excite  division  when  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Southern  quarter,  which  has  such  peculiar 
reasons  for  distrusting  its  inherent  strengtli.  A  defying  tone 
should  never  be  indulged  till  every  other  experiment  has  failed; 
nor  then,  but  on  occasions  justifying  the  last  resort,  however 
hazardous,  of  an  oppressed  people. 


TO   C.   C.   CAMBBELENG. 

MoNTPBLLiiR,  March  8th,  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  my  thanks  for  the  copy  of  your  speech 
on  the  proposed  increase  of  the  duty  on  wool,  and  the  manufac- 
tures of  it. 

You  have  done  well  in  pressing  on  the  attention  of  Congress 
the  facility,  daily  increasing,  of  a  forbidden  trade  with  and 
through  Canada.  This  consideration  alone  is  a  warning  against 
an  excessive  impost,  especially  on  light  and  costly  articles. 

Canada  is  presenting  serious  diflBculties,  also,  in  self-denying 
contests  with  Great  Britain  for  commercial  objects.  When  the 
Province  was  in  no  degree  advanced  in  agricultural  exports, 
and  intervening  forests  prevented  a  smuggling  intercourse  with 
the  United  States,  the  wants  of  the  West  Indies  promised  an 
easy  success  to  a  just  and  retaliating  policy.  Now  that  Canada 
is  both  a  considerable  source  of  supplies,  and  a  channel  also  for 
ours,  the  contest  takes  a  different  character;  but  still  leaving, 
I  think,  advantages  on  our  side  that  in  the  end  must  triumph. 
I  have  always  confided  in  the  calculation  that  the  nature  of  our 
exports,  consisting  so  much  of  food  and  raw  materials,  and  that 
of  our  imports,  consisting  so  much  of  articles  superfluous  to  ua, 
but  giving  bread  to  those  who  prepare  them,  enable  as  well  as 
entitle  us  to  command  a  general  reciprocity  in  our  foreign  com- 
merce; and  that  with  a  reciprocity,  the  cheapness  of  our  ships, 
the  expertuess  of  our  marines,  and  the  bulkiness  of  our  produc- 
tions, to  which  may  be  added  tl>e  skill  and  enterprise  of  our 
merchants,  will  always  give  us  more  than  an  equality  in  the 
great  article  of  navigation. 
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It  may  be  true  that,  ie  the  ordinary  freedom  of  commercial 
iiilcrcourse,  the  balance  of  advantage  may  be  against  ns;  tlio  de- 
mand of  our  productions  being  limited  by  the  limited  wants 
they  supply,  whilst  tlie  supplies  returned  to  us  are,  in  great 
part,  addressed  to  fancy  and  fashion,  which  have  no  such  limita. 
But  in  a  case  to  be  decided  by  an  appeal  to  wants  of  necessity, 
we  can  have  nothing  to  apprehend,  utdess  it  be  from  a  defect  of 
concert  and  perseverance  among  ourselves. 

I  have  said  that  our  resources  for  navigation  ensure  us  more 
than  an  equal  share  of  it  in  our  foreign  commerce.  May  not 
much  more  bo  said?  When  we  compare  the  resources  of  the 
old  and  the  new  Continents  for  building  and  loading  the  ves- 
sels employed  in  the  intercourse  between  them,  and  consider 
the  growing  disposition  of  the  age  to  make  navigation  a  favor- 
ite object,  there  is  nothing  rash  in  tbe  prophesy  that  the  Tri- 
dent, so  long  and  so  proudly  wielded  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  will»  at  no  very  distant  day,  be  handed  over  to  this; 
where  I  hope  it  will  be  less  a  symbol  of  despotic  abuse  than  it 
I        has  been  on  the  other. 

^^^^^^  TO  J.   S     PAULDING. 

^^^^^  MoXTPALUKU,  March  10.  1827. 

^m  Deah  Sih, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  February  28,  and 
^m  read  the  pamphlet  under  tlie  same  cover*  It  is  a  powerful  and 
~  a  piercing  lesson  on  the  subject  whicli  it  exposes.  I  was  not 
before  aware  of  the  abuses  committed  by  the  law*makcrs  or  the 
law-breakers  of  your  State.  Tlie  picture  you  give  of  both, 
though  intended  for  New  York  alone,  is  a  likeness,  in  some  de- 
gree, of  what  has  occurred  elsewhere,  and  I  wish  it  could  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  legislators,  or,  still  better,  of  their  constitu- 
ents everywhere.  Incorporated  companies,  with  propor  limita- 
tions and  guards,  may,  in  particular  cases,  be  useful  ;  but  they 
are  at  best  a  necessary  evil  only.  Monopolies  and  perpetuities 
are  objects  of  just  abhorrence.  The  former  are  unjust  to  the 
existing,  tbe  latter,  usurpations  on  tbe  right  of  future  genera- 
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tions*    Is  it  not  strange  that  tlio  law,  which  will  Dot  permit  an 

individual  to  bequeatli  his  property  to  the  descendants  of  his 
own  loins  for  more  than  a  s!iort  and  a  strictly-defmed  term, 
should  authorize  an  associated  few  to  entail  perpetual  and  inde- 
feasibh?  appropriationg,  and  that  not  only  to  objects  visible  and 
tangible,  but  to  particular  opinions,  consisting,  sometimes,  of 
the  most  metaphysical  niceties,  as  is  the  case  with  ecclesiasticAl 
corpora  lions? 

With  regard  to  banks,  they  have  taken  too  deep  and  wide  a 
root  in  social  transactions  to  be  got  rid  of  altogether,  if  that 
were  desirable*  In  providing  a  convenient  substitute,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  for  the  metnllic  currency,  and  a  fund  uf  credit  which 
prudence  may  turn  to  good  account,  tliey  have  a  hold  on  public 
opinion,  wliich  alone  would  make  it  expedient  to  aim  rather  at 
the  improvement  than  the  suppression  of  them.  As  now  goner- 
ally  constituted,  their  advantages,  whatever  they  be,  are  out- 
weighed by  tlie  excesses  of  their  paper  emissions,  and  by  the  par- 
tialitict4  and  corruption  with  which  they  are  administered* 

What  would  be  the  operation  of  a  bank  so  modified  that  the 
subscribers  should  be  individually  liable,  pro  tanto  and  pro  rata, 
for  its  obligatioiis,  and  that  the  directors,  with  adequate  sala* 
ries  paid  out  of  the  profits  of  the  institution,  should  be  prohib* 
ited  from  liolding  any  interest  in,  or  having  any  dealings  whal* 
ever  with,  the  bank,  and  lie  bound,  moreover,  by  tlie  usual  so- 
lemnity, to  administer  their  trust  with  fidelity  and  impartiality? 
The  idea  of  some  such  a  modification  occurred  to  me  formerly. 
when  tlie  subject  engaged  more  of  my  attention  than  it  has  lat^ 
terly  done.  But  there  was  then,  as  there  probably  is  now,  little 
prospect  that  such  an  innovation  would  be  viewed  with  public 
favor,  if  thought,  by  better  judgcf^,  to  have  pretensions  tn  it, 

Mrs.  M,  and  myself  value  too  sincerely  your  kind  sentiments 
and  recollections  not  to  be  gratified  by  the  manner  in  which 
you  have  expressed  them.  One  of  her  own  recollections  is.  that 
you  promised  to  repeat  your  visit  whenever  you  could  present 
the  proper  witness  that  you  Iiad  exchanged  tlie  galling  burden 
of  bachelorship  for  the  easy  yoke  of  matrimony.  The  amiable 
one  who  we  hope  will  accompany  you  will  doable  the  plcasoro 
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we  shall  fed,  should  you  snatch  from  your  city  couGuemont  a 
few  weeks  for  the  excursion,  at  a  season  when  our  moimtaiu 
ether  will  bear  the  most  favorable  comparisoa  witli  the  damp 
breezes  from  the  ocean. 


TO   M.   VAN   BUEEl^, 

MoKTPiLLiKR,  March  13^  1827. 

Dear  Sm,— I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  3d  iustant, 
covering  the  report  to  the  Senate  on  the  '*  Georgia  Business.*' 
The  report  is  drawn  with  the  ability  which  might  be  expected 
from  the  committee  making  it.  The  views  which  it  presents  on 
the  suljjeet  eauiiot  certainly  be  coniplaitiod  of  by  Georgia.  The 
J  occurrence  lias  been  a  most  painful  one,  whether  regarded  in  its 
Bndency  abroad  or  at  home.  And  God  grant  that  it  may  have 
a  termination  at  once  healing  and  preventive! 

If  it  be  understood  that  our  political  system  contains  no  pro- 
vision for  deciding  questions  between  the  Union  and  its  mem- 
bers but  that  of  negotiation,  this  failing  J}ut  that  of  war,  as  be- 
tween separate  and  independent  Powers,  no  time  ought  to  be 
lost  in  supplying,  by  sonic  mode  or  other^  the  awful  omission. 
What  has  been  called  a  Government  is,  on  that  supposition,  a 
mcro  league  only;  a  league  witli  too  many  parties  to  be  uni- 
formly obi^crvcd  or  eflcctively  maintained. 

You  did  well,  I  think,  in  postponing  the  attempt  to  amend 
the  phraseology  of  the  Con^titytion  on  a  point  essentially  affect- 
ing its  operative  character.  The  state  of  the  political  atmos- 
phere did  not  promise  that  discussion  and  decision  on  the  pure 
merits  of  such  an  amendment  wliicli  ought  to  be  desired. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  with  my  cordial  salntationj  the  renewed 

tpression  of  my  great  esteem. 
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TO   JOSEPH   C.    CABELL. 

MosTPiLLiBK,   March  ISth,  1827. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  received  by  the  mail  from  Richmond  yonr 
favor  of  the  r2th.  I  was  not  unapprised  of  the  melancholy 
cause  of  your  absence;  but  your  silence  would  have  been  suffi- 
ciently explained  by  the  better  use  of  your  time  there  than  in 
giving  an  answer  to  a  letter  so  little  requiring  it  as  mine.  I 
am  truly  sorry  for  the  failure  of  the  Legislature  to  do  what  was 
80  much  due  to  the  character  of  the  State,  and  to  the  merits  and 
memory  of  Mr.  JeflFerson.  The  footing  on  which  the  meetings 
of  the  Visitors  are  put  is  a  valuable  accommodation  to  them, 
as  is  the  loan  authorized  an  acceptable  one  to  the  creditors  of 
the  University.  One  of  them  was  with  difficulty  dissuaded  lately 
from  appealing  to  the  law  for  his  debt.  I  hope  they  will  all  be  a 
little  patient  now. 

I  should  regret  as  much  as  you  and  our  colleagues  a  necessity 
for  a  "  Called  Board,"  and  hope  it  may  be  avoided.  You  will 
have  learned  that  Mr.  Key  has  finally  decided  on  returning  to 
England.  lie  wishes  for  a  little  indulgence  as  to  the  time  of 
his  being  out  of  office;  being  desirous  of  attending  the  examina- 
tion of  the  students,  and  then  of  avoiding  the  expense  of  wait- 
ing for  a  packet  to  London,  or  of  going  with  his  family  by  land 
from  Liverpool.  On  the  first  point,  the  indulgence  is  due  to 
the  change  in  the  time  fixed  for  the  close  of  the  Session;  and  on 
the  other,  to  the  spirit  in  which  we  wish  him  to  leave  us,  and 
the  expediency  of  cherishing  a  confidence  in  our  liberal  disposi- 
tions in  a  quarter  where  we  may  be  obliged  to  seek  occasional 
supplies  for  vacant  professorships.  His  purpose  will  be  an- 
swered by  our  not  throwing  him  on  his  own  resources  till  the 
middle  of  August.  The  question  now  is,  how  we  shall  fill  the 
vacated  chair.  We  must  all  turn  our  thoughts  to  the  subject. 
Mr.  Ilassler  will  probably  be  brought  to  our  attention.  He  is, 
I  believe,  well  qualified  by  his  mathematical  powers,  but  of  the 
other  requisite  aptitudes  I  have  no  evidence.  What  are  the 
pretensions  of  the  State  Engineer,  of  whom  I  know  nothing? 
A  Mr.  Nutall  has  been  heard  of  as  a  man  of  science.     lie  also 
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may  be  an  object  for  enquiry  aod  consideration.  I  shall  write 
to  Mr.  Gallatin  to  aid  us  with  his  enquiries  in  England,  and  it 
may  he  well  to  gather  sucii  information  as  the  English  profes- 
sors at  the  University  can  give.  I  am  afraid  tbat  we  have  little 
chance  of  finding  a  satisfactory  successor  to  Mr,  Key  among 
the  unemployed  of  American  growth*  We  must  all  turn  our 
thoughts  to  the  subject,  and  interchange  the  result  of  them^  that 
we  may  be  prepared  for  a  choice  at  the  next  meeting,  or  sooner, 
if  it  be  found  that  we  can  sooner  unite  in  one. 


Maroh  22d. 
T  had  noticed  the  loss  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Hesolution  on  the  subject  of  the  Tariff,  and  ttie  shaft  levelled  at 
yourself.  Intemperance  in  politics  is  bad  enough;  intolerance 
has  no  excuse.  Tlie  extreme  to  which  tlie  Rc*^olutioii  goes,  iu 
declaring  tlie  protecting  duty,  as  it  is  called,  uuconstitutional, 
is  deeply  to  be  regretted.  It  is  a  ground  which  cannot  be 
maintained;  on  which  the  Rtate  will  probably  stand  alone;  and 
whicli,  by  lessening  the  coniidence  of  otlier  States  in  the  wis- 
dom of  its  Councils,  must  impede  the  progress  of  its  sounder 
doctrines.  In  compliance  witli  your  request,  I  offer  a  few 
hasty  remarks  on  topics  and  sources  of  information  which  occur 
to  me* 

1.  The  meaning  of  tlie  power  to  regulate  commerce  is  to  bo 
sought  in  the  general  use  of  the  phrase;  in  other  words,  in  the 
objects  generally  understood  to  be  embraced  by  the  power 
wlien  it  was  inserted  in  the  Cons titu Hon. 

2.  The  power  has  been  applied,  in  the  form  of  a  tariff,  to  the 
encouraging  of  particular  domestic  occupations  by  every  existing 
commercial  nation, 

3.  It  has  been  so  used  and  applied  particularly  and  systemati- 
cally by  G.  Britain,  whose  commercial  vocabulary  is  the  parent 
of  ours. 

4.  The  ineflScacy  of  the  power  in  relation  to  manufactares^  as 
well  as  to  other  objects,  when  exercised  by  the  States  sepa- 
rately, was  among  the  arguments  and  indaceraents  for  revising 
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the  old  CottfederatioD,  and  transferriog  the  power  from  the 
Stales  to  llic  Ooveramcut  of  the  U.  States.  Nor  can  it  he  sup^ 
posed  that  tije  States  actually  engaged  in  certain  branches  of 
manufactures,  and  foreseeing  an  increase  of  them,  would  have 
sar rendered  the  whole  power  over  commerce  to  the  General 
Govornmeut.  Nor  can  it  be  supposed  that  any  of  (he  States 
meant  to  annihilate  sucli  a  power,  and  thereby  disarm  the  nation 
from  protecting  occupations  and  establishments,  imporfant  to 
its  defence  and  independence,  against  the  subversive  policy  of 
foreign  rivals  or  eocmics.  To  say  that  the  States  may  re^tpoctr 
ively  encourage  their  owo  manufactures,  and  may  therefore 
have  looked  to  ibat  resource  wlicn  the  Constitution  was  formed^ 
13  by  no  means  satisfactory,  Tliey  could  not  protect  tliem  by 
an  impost  if  tlio  power  of  collecting  one  had  been  reserved,  a 
jKirirai  one  having  been  found  impracticable;  so^  also,  a:?^  to  a 
proliibiiory  regulation.  Nor  can  they  do  it  by  an  excise  on 
foreign  articles,  for  the  same  reason;  the  trade  being  necessarily 
open  with  other  States  which  might  not  concur  in  the  i»lan. 
They  could  only  do  it  by  a  hounty^  and  that  bounty  procured  by 
a  direct  tax;  a  tax  unpopular  for  any  purpose,  and  obviously 
inadmissible  for  that.  Such  a  state  of  things  could  never  have 
been  in  contemplation  when  the  Constitution  was  formed* 

5.  Tlie  printed  Journal  of  the  Convention  of  1787  will  jE>ro6- 
aUy  shew,  positively  or  negatively,  that  the  commercial  power 
given  to  Congress  embraced  the  object  in  question. 

0.  The  proceedings  of  the  State  Conventions  may  also  de- 
serve attention* 

7.  The  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  first  Congress  under 
the  present  Constitution  will  shew  tliat  the  power  was  g^^- 
m*Mj,  perhaps  universally,  regarded  as  indisputable. 

8-  Tliroughout  the  succeeding  Congresses,  till  a  very  late 
date,  the  power  over  commerce  lias  been  exercised  or  admitted 
so  as  to  bear  on  internal  objects  of  utility  or  policy,  without  a 
reference  to  revenue.  The  University  of  Virginia  very  bilely 
had  the  benefit  of  it  in  a  case  where  revenue  was  relinqnislied; 
a  case  not  questioned,  if  liable  to  be  so.    The  Virginia  Resolu- 
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tions,  as  tliey  liavc  boon  called^  which  were  propased  in  Con- 
gress in  1793 — 4,  and  approved  throughout  the  State,  may  per- 
haps Piirniph  oxnmpleis!. 

9.  Every  Presidetit,  from  General  Wasliington  to  Mr.  J,  Q. 
AdamSj  inclusive,  has  recognised  tlie  power  of  a  tariff  in  favor 
of  manufactures,  without  indicating  a  doubt,  or  that  a  doubt 
existed  anywlierc.  ^^^ 

10.  Viririnia  appears  to  be  the  only  State  that  now  denies^ 
or  ever  did  deny,  the  power;  nor  arc  there^  perhaps,  more  than 
a  very  few  iudividuals,  if  a  single  one,  in  the  State,  wlio  will  not 
admit  the  power  in  favor  of  internal  fabrics,  or  productions  ne- 
cessary for  public  defence  on  the  water  or  the  land.  To  bring 
the  protecting  duty  in  those  cases  within  the  war  power,  would 
require  a  greater  latitude  of  construction  than  to  refer  them  to 
the  power  of  regulating  trade, 

11.  A  construction  of  the  Constitution  practised  upon  or  ac- 
knowledged for  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  has  received  a 
national  sanction  not  to  be  reversed  but  by  an  evidence  n  t  least 
equivalent  to  th4»  national  wilL  If  every  new  Congress  wore 
to  disregard  a  meaning  of  the  instrument  uniformly  sustained 
by  their  predecessors  for  such  a  period,  there  would  be  less 
8tal>ility  in  that  fundamental  law  than  is  required  for  the  public 
good  in  the  ordinary  expositions  of  law.  And  the  case  of  the 
Chancellor's  foot,  as  a  substitute  for  an  cstablislicd  measure, 
would  illustrate  the  greater  as  well  as  the  lesser  evil  of  uncer- 
tainty and  mutability. 

12.  In  expounding  the  Constitution,  it  is  as  essential  as  it  is 
obvious  that  the  distinction  should  be  kept  in  view  between  tlie 
usurpation  and  the  abuse  of  a  power.  That  a  tariff  for  the  en- 
couragement of  mannfactares  may  be  abused  by  its  excess,  by 
its  partiality,  or  by  a  noxious  selection  of  its  objects,  is  certain. 
But  so  may  the  exerciso  of  every  constitutional  power;  more 
especially  that  of  imposing  indirect  taxes,  though  limited  to  the 
object  of  revenue.  And  Mie  abuse  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
breach  of  the  fundamental  compact  til!  it  reaches  a  degree  of 
oppression  so  iniquitous  and  intolerable  as  io  justify  civil  war, 
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or  diaunion  pregnant  with  wars,  then  to  be  foreign  ones.  This 
distinction  may  be  a  key  to  the  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in 
the  letter  you  alluded  to.  It  is  known  that  he  felt  and  ex- 
pressed strongly  his  disapprobation  of  the  existing  Tariff  and 
its  threatened  increase. 

13.  If  mere  inequality  in  imposing  taxes,  or  in  other  Legis- 
lative acts,  be  synonymous  with  unconstitutionality,  is  there  a 
State  in  the  Union  whose  Constitution  would  be  safe?  Com- 
plaints of  such  abuses  are  heard  in  every  Legislature,  at  every 
session;  and  where  is  there  more  of  them  than  in  Virginia,  or 
of  pretext  for  them  than  is  furnished  by  the  diversity  of  her 
local  and  other  circumstances,  to  say  nothing  of  her  Constitu- 
tion itself,  which  happens  to  divide  so  unequally  the  very  power 
of  making  laws? 

I  wish  I  could  aid  the  researches  to  which  some  of  the  above 
paragraphs  may  lead.  But  it  would  not  be  in  my  power  if  I 
had  at  my  command,  more  than  I  have,  the  means  of  doing  it. 
It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  task,  if  thought  worth  the 
trouble,  will  be  in  better  hands.  • 


TO  R.  BIKER. 

MowTPiLLiiK,  Mar.  26, 1827. 

Sir, — With  your  letter  of  February  26  I  received  the  copy 
of  Mr.  Colden's  memoir  on  the  New  York  Canals,  transmitted 
by  order  of  the  corporation  of  the  city. 

The  very  interesting  memoir,  with  the  variety  of  annexed 
documents  having  relation  to  the  signal  event  commemorated, 
form  an  instructive  gift  to  the  present  generation,  and  will  bo 
a  proud  legacy  to  its  descendants.  I  must  add  that  the  work 
has  an  attractive  feature,  also,  in  its  successful  specimens  of  the 
new  and  promising  art  of  lithography.  Nor  would  it  be  proper 
to  overlook  the  handsome  exterior  given  to  the  volume  by  the 
accomplished  hand  which  executed  it. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  communicate  to  the  corporation  the  ac- 
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knowledgments  due  for  this  additional  mark  of  kind  attention, 
and  to  accept  for  yourself  assurances  of  my  particular  esteem 
and  consideration. 


TO  GEORGE   GRAHAM. 

MOMTPCLLIBB,   Ap^  5tb,  1827. 

D"  Sir, — T  have  received  yours  of  March  31,  inclosing  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  charges  against  you,  and  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  TiflBn. 

I  thank  you  for  the  communication.  But  I  must  say,  at  the 
same  time,  that  it  was  a  very  unnecessary  proof  of  the  ground- 
lessness of  the  charges.  I  had  never  admitted  a  doubt  that 
they  would  recoil  on  the  author. 

The  public  attention  was  lately  drawn  to  the  origin  of  the 
"Constitution  of  Virginia,"  and  the  "Declaration  of  Riglits," 
prefixed  to  it.  Having  been  a  member,  though  a  young  one, 
of  the  Convention  which  established  them,  I  am  endeavoring, 
with  the  aid  of  my  papers  and  my  recollections,  to  trace  tlie 
history  of  both.  It  is  said  that  among  the  papers  left  by  CoK 
George  Mason,  is  one  containing  "  the  Declaration  of  Rights" 
in  his  own  hand.  This  paper  may  be  a  proper  link  in  the  chain 
of  the  proceedings.  In  whose  hands  are  those  papers?  Or  can 
you  yourself  procure  me  a  literal  copy  of  that  particular  paper, 
or  any  others  throwing  light  on  the  investigation?  I  was 
about  writing  to  General  J.  Mason  on  the  subject;  but  calling 
to  mind  your  connexion  with  the  family,  and  having  the  pen 
in  my  hand,  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  the  appli- 
cation. 


TO  N.   p.   TRI8T. 

MoNTPBLLiiK,  April      ,  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Harmony  Gazette  has  been  regularly  sent 
me;  but  in  the  crowd  of  printed  things  I  receive,  I  had  not  at- 
tended to  the  essays  to  which  you  refer  me.    The  present  situ- 
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ation  of  Great  Britain,  which  gave  rise  to  them,  is  full  of  in- 
struction, and  Jlr.  Owen  avails  hirnsolf  of  it  with  addrO'^s  id 
favour  of  his  panacea.  Such  diseases  are,  liowever,  too  deeply 
rooted  in  liuraan  society  to  admit  of  more  than  great  pallia- 
tives* 

Every  populous  country  is  liable  to  contingencies  that  mast 
distress  a  portion  of  its  inhabitants.  The  chief  of  them  are:  L 
Unfruitful  seasons,  inereasing  the  price  of  subsistence  without 
increasing  that  of  labonr;  and  even  reducing  the  price  of  labour 
by  abridging  tlio  doraand  of  those  whose  income  depends  on  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,  2.  Tho  sudden  introrluction  of  labonrsav- 
ing  machinery,  taking  employment  from  those  whose  labour  is 
the  ouly  source  of  their  subsistence.  3,  Tho  caprice  of  fashion, 
on  whicli  the  many  depend,  who  supply  tlic  wants  of  fancy. 
Take,  for  a  sufficient  illustration,  a  single  fact:  when  tlie  pres- 
sent  King  of  England  was  Prince  of  Wales,  he  introduced  the 
use  of  shoe-strings  instead  of  shoe-bucklcs,  Tho  effect  on  the 
condition  of  the  buckle-makers  was  such,  that  he  received  ad- 
dresses from  many  thousands  of  them,  praying  him,  as  the  arbi- 
ter of  fashion,  to  save  them  from  starving  by  restoring  the  taste 
for  !)aekles  in  preference  to  strings.  4,  To  the  preceding  oc- 
correnccs,  to  which  an  insulated  community  would  be  liable, 
must  be  added  a  loss  of  foreign  markets  to  a  manufacturing  and 
commercial  community^  from  whatever  of  the  various  causes  it 
may  happen.  Among  these  causes  may  be  named  even  the 
changeableness  of  foreign  fashions.  The  substitution  of  shoe- 
Btrings  for  shoe-buckles  in  the  TJ*  Rtates  had  a  like  effect  with 
that  in  England,  on  her  buckle-makers. 

Mr,  Owen^s  remedy  for  these  vicissitudes  implies  that  laboar 
will  be  relished  without  the  ordinary  impulses  to  it;  that  the 
lovG  of  equality  will  supersede  the  desire  of  distinction;  and 
that  the  increasing  leisure,  from  the  improvements  of  uiachioeryt 
will  promote  intellectual  cultivation,  moral  enjoyment,  and  in- 
nocent amusementSj  without  any  of  the  vicious  resorts,  for  the 
ennui  of  idleness.  Custom  is  properly  called  a  second  nature; 
Mr.  Owen  makes  it  naturo  herself.  11  is  enterprise  i^,  never- 
theless, an  interesting  one.     It  will  throw  light  on  the  maxi 
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mum  to  which  the  force  of  edacation  and  habit  can  be  carried; 
and,  like  Helvetius'  attempt  to  shew  that  all  men  come  from  the 
hand  of  nature  perfectly  equal,  and  owe  every  intellectual  and 
moral  dilTorcnce  to  the  education  of  circumstances,  though  fail- 
ing of  its  entire  object,  that  of  proving  the  means  to  be  all-suf- 
ficient, will  lead  to  a  fuller  sense  of  their  great  importance. 

Tlio  state  of  things  promising  most  cxemptioji  from  the  dis- 
tress exhibited  in  G.  Britain,  would  be  a  freedom  of  commerce 
among  all  nations,  and  especially  with  the  addition  of  universal 
peace.  Tlie  aggregate  fruits  of  the  earth,  which  arc  little  varied 
by  the  seasons,  would  then  be  accessible  to  all.  The  improve- 
ments of  maciiinery  not  being  adopted  everywhere  at  once, 
would  have  a  diminished  effect  where  first  introduced;  and  there 
being  no  interruptions  to  foreign  commerce,  the  vicissitudes  of 
fashion  would  be  limited  in  their  sudden  effect  in  one  coimtry, 
by  the  numerous  markets  abroad  for  the  same  or  similar  ar- 
tioles. 

After  all,  there  is  one  indelible  cause  remaining,  of  pressure 
on  the  condition  of  the  labouring  part  of  nmnkind;  and  that  is 
the  constant  tendency  of  an  increase  of  their  number,  after  the 
increase  of  food  has  reached  its  term.  The  competition  for  em- 
ployment then  reduces  wages  to  their  minimum,  and  privation 
to  its  maximum;  and  whether  the  evil  proceeding  from  this  ten- 
dency be  checked,  as  it  nmst  be,  by  cither  physical  or  moral 
causes,  the  checks  are  themselves  but  so  many  evils.  With  this 
knowledge  of  the  impossibility  of  banishing  evil  altogether  from 
human  society,  we  must  console  ourselves  with  the  belief  that 
it  is  overbalanced  by  the  good  mixed  with  it,  and  direct  our 
efforts  to  an  increase  of  the  good  proportion  of  the  mixture. 

Even  Mr.  Owen's  scheme,  with  all  the  success  he  assumes  for 
it,  would  not  avoid  the  pressure  in  question.  As  it  admits  of 
marriages,  and  it  would  gain  nothing  by  proliibiting  them,  I 
asked  him,  what  was  to  be  done  after  there  should  be  a  plenum 
of  population  for  all  the  food  his  lots  of  ground  could  bo  made 
to  produce.  His  answer  was,  that  the  earth  could  be  made  m- 
dt^nikly  productive  by  a  deeper  and  deeper  cultivation.  Being 
easily  convinced  of  this  error,  his  resort  was  to  colonizations  to 
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Tacant  regions.  But  your  plan  is  to  cover,  and  tliat  raj^idl j.  the 
whole  eartU-flouriahing  coiiininTiities.  What  is  then  i^  become 
of  the  increasing  population?  This  was  too  remote  a  considera- 
tion to  require  present  attention — an  answer  prudent,  if  not 
conclusive. 


TO   ANDREW  STEVENSON. 

MoNTPtLttKii,  May  2d,  1827. 

D*  Sir, — Your  favor  of  April  28  was  safely  delivered  by 
Aleck.  Mrs,  M,  and  myself  regret  that  tlie  health  of  Mrs.  Ste- 
venson continues  so  infirm.  Should  a  visit  to  us  not  interfere 
with  a  better  course  for  improving  it,  we  shall  bo  truly  happy, 
iu  shewing,  what  I  hope  yon  both  believe,  the  affectionate  later- 
est  we  take  in  its  re-establialjineat.  She  has  always  been  a  pe- 
culiar favorite  of  Mrs.  M.,  and  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  not 
less  so  of  myself.  I  hope  you  are  equallj'^  assured  of  the  pleas- 
ure which  will  be  added  by  your  making  the  visit  a  joint  one. 
Among  the  topics  of  conversation,  I  shall  not  decline  any  in 
our  public  affairs  which  you  may  wish  to  introduce.  Though 
withdrawu  fi^om  the  theatre  of  them,  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  nor 
suppress  my  concern  at  some  of  the  strange  aspects  which  they 
present. 

I  have  just  glanced  over  an  attempt,  which  I  am  sorry  to  see 
made  by  an  able  pen,  to  vindicate  the  British  claim  to  a  mo- 
nopoly of  navigation  between  her  colonial  and  foreign  ports. 
The  claim  is  supported  neither  by  the  principle  of  tlie  Colonial 
policy,  nor  by  the  practice  of  the  other  nations  holding  Colo- 
nies; and  is  at  war  witli  tlie  rule  of  reciprocity,  the  only  one 
admissible  between  lodependeut  nations.  The  principle  of  the 
Colonial  policy  prohibits  all  commercial  intercourse  between 
colonial  and  foreign  ports,  and  monopolizes  the  intercourse  be- 
tween ports  of  the  Colonies  and  those  of  the  parent  Country. 
The  latter  being  in  the  nature  of  a  coasting  trade,  no  foreign 
nation  has  a  riglit  to  contest  it;  nor  is  the  prohibition  of  Colo- 
nial intercourse  willi  foreign  countries  less  exempt  from  foreign 
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complaint.  But  the  moment  a  Colonial  port  is  opened  to  a 
trade  with  a  foreign  port,  it  is  a  foreign  trade  as  much  as  a 
trade  from  any  other  port  of  the  same  nation;  as  much,  for  ex- 
ample, from  Kiugston,  in  Jamaica,  to  N.  York,  as  from  Liver- 
pool to  X.  York;  and  the  right  of  reciprocity  in  the  navigation 
13  a^  clear  in  tlio  one  case  as  in  the  other.  With  this  view  of 
the  Colonial  law,  as  it  has  been  called,  the  practice  and  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  other  nations  holding  Colonies  is  in  strict  con- 
formity. France,  Spain,  &c.,  &c.,  have,  in  their  general  policy, 
prohibited  all  foreign  trade  from  their  colonial  ports,  and  ex- 
cluded all  foreign  vessels  from  the  trade  l>etwecn  the  Colonies 
and  the  mother  countries.  And  whenever  it  has  been  found  ex- 
pedient to  permit  a  trade  from  a  Colony  to  a  foreign  country, 
it  has,  according  to  the  rule  of  reciprocity,  been  left  as  free  to 
foreign  as  to  national  vessels. 

This  question  was  fully  discussed  in  Congress  in  1704,  and 
was  one  of  those  which  divided  the  two  political  parties.  The 
tJ.  States  ought  never  to  claim  more  than  a  fair  and  eflfective 
reciprocity,  nor  be  content  with  less.  In  their  present  maturity 
tliey  ought  not  even  to  temporize  more  in  this  case  than  in  the 
case  of  impressment,  which  would  not  now  be  thought  of. 


TO   NICHOLAS  BIDDLB, 

MoNTPBLLEiit,  May  17,  1827. 

D*  Sm, — I  thank  yon  very  sincerely  for  the  copy  of  your 
**Etilogium  on  Thomas  Jefferson/'  I  have  derived  from  it  the 
peculiar  pleasure  whicli  so  happy  a  portraiture  could  not  fail 
to  afford  one  who  intimately  knew,  and  feelingly  admired,  the 
genius,  the  learning,  the  devotion  to  public  liberty,  and  the 
many  private  virtues  of  the  distioguished  original.  Ably  and 
eloquently  as  the  subject  has  been  handled,  all  must  see  that  it 
had  not  been  exhausted;  and  you  are,  I  am  sure,  alone  in  re- 
gretting that  what  remained  for  some  other  hand,  fell  into 
yours. 

Pardon  me  for  remarking  that  you  have  been  led  into  an  error, 
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in  the  notice  you  take  of  the  Revised  Code  provided  for  by  the 
first  Independent  Legislature  of  Virginia.  The  Revisors  were 
in  number  not  three,  but  five,  viz:  Mr.  Jefierson,  Mr.  Pendleton, 
Mr.  Wythe,  Col.  Geo.  Mason,  and  Col.  Thomas  L.  Lee.  The 
last  died,  and  Col.  Mason  resigned;  but  not  before  they  had 
joined  in  a  consultative  meeting.  In  the  distribution  of  the 
work  among  the  others,  Mr.  Wythe  was  charged  with  the  Brit- 
ish Statutes,  Mr.  Pendleton  with  the  Colonial  laws,  and  Mr. 
Jefierson  with  certain  parts  of  the  common  law,  and  the  new 
laws  called  for  by  the  new  state  of  the  country. 

The  portion  executed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  was,  perhaps,  the  se- 
verest of  his  many  intellectual  labours.  The  entire  Report,  as 
a  model  of  technical  precision  and  perspicuous  brevity,  and 
particularly  as  comprising  samples  of  the  philosophical  spirit 
which  ennobled  his  Legislative  policy,  may,  in  spite  of  its  Bee- 
car  ian  illusions,  be  worthy  of  a  place  among  the  collections  of 
the  society  of  which  he  was  once  the  presiding  member;  and  if 
a  copy  be  not  already  there,  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  me  to  fur- 
nish one. 

In  page  9  th  of  the  Eulogium,  I  observe  an  erratum  with  re- 
spect to  the  age  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  his  summary  of  Ameri- 
can Rights  was  penned;  which  the  reader,  however,  may  cor- 
rect, by  recurring  to  the  date  of  his  birth,  previously  mentioned, 
or  adverting  to  his  age  afterwards  mentioned,  when  the  Declar- 
ation of  Independence  was  drawn. 


TO  ANTHONY  MORRIS. 

MoHTPiLLin,  May  28, 1827. 

D"  Sir, — I  owe  an  apology  for  not  sooner  acknowledging 
your  communication  of  the  7  th  instant.  It  happened  to  find  me 
in  the  midst  of  some  engagements  which  were  prolonged  to  the 
})resent  moment.  Your  favor  of  the  21st,  since  received,  makes 
what  I  have  to  say  on  your  Hoffivil  Project  very  easy,  by  afford- 
ing me  the  perusal  of  the  letter  to  you  on  that  subject  from  my 
old  and  highly  valued  friend,  Judge  Peters.    The  view  he  has 
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takea  of  such  an  Institution  iu  our  conntrj,  conveys  my  ideas 
far  better  than  I  could  do  it  myself,  and  derives  from  his  name 
a  weight  wliich  uo  one  could  ascribe  to  mine.  His  observa- 
tions have  given  mc  the  more  pleasure  as  they  prove  a  vigor 
and  vivacity  which  cherish  in  bis  friends,  and  in  his  country, 
the  hope  that  the  thread  of  his  interesting  life  is  to  be  still  fur- 
ther lengthened- 

I  return  his  letter  as  desired,  and  with  it  the  numbers  of  the 
**  American  Parmer,"  which  would  be  duplicates  in  my  set. 


* 


I 


TO  W.  C.  RIVES. 

MowTMLiu»,  May  2&,  1827. 

^EAR  Sir, — I  owe  an  apology  for  not  sooner  thanking  you 
for  the  copy  of  your  speech  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  20th  of  February  last.*  It  came  to  hand  when  some  en- 
gagements of  my  time,  which  were  protracted  beyond  my  an- 
ticipation, did  not  permit  the  attention  due  to  it.  Without  ex- 
pressing an  unqualified  concurrence  in  all  the  sentiments  em- 
braced by  the  range  of  your  observations,  I  can,  wiihout  quali- 
fication, say  that  the  subject  is  argued  with  an  ability  which 
cannot  fail  to  enlighten  whatever  constitutional  or  polilical 
question  may  call  it  forth. 

Having  a  spare  copy  of  a  pamphlet,  prepared  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  in  1805,1  on  a  subject  of  much  interest  at  its  date, 
you  will  oblige  me  by  accepting  it  It  is  possible  that  the  con- 
troversy, in  some  of  its  forms,  may  recur  during  your  public  ca- 
reer, which  I  hope  will  be  a  long  one;  and  in  that  event  the 
trouble  of  researches  into  applicable  authorities  and  illustrations 
may  bo  diminished  by  those  to  which  the  occasion  led. 


•  Ifi  support  of  n  motioB  Uj  atriko  out  the  appropriation  for  gurvoya  of  rcmds 
ind  caualu  in  lb©  miliUry  appropriation  bilL 
t  ExamioAtloa  of  Entiah  Doctrioe. 
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TO    JARED    SPARKS. 

MaFrTPKM^iKRt  S(Mii  May.  )  r 

Deae  Sib, — Your  letter  of  the  22d  has  l>ecti  duly  r*>eiiit'l 
I  concur,  without  hesitation,  in  your  remarks  on  the  speeekff 
73  pages,  and  in  the  expediency  of  not  including  it  amoog  i^- 
papers  selected  for  the  press.  Nothing  but  an  extremedefia^; 
towards  the  author  of  the  Draft,  who,  no  doubly  was  CoL  Bb- 
phreys,  can  account  for  the  respect  shewn  to  so  stratigc  ftjiw- 
diirttou*  I  have  not  yet  found  either  the  letter  of  Janimy, 
1789,  or  any  answer  to  it.  Should  this  continao  to  be  theca», 
a  view  of  the  former  may  bo  desirable  as  an  aid  to  my  ^«?oDc^ 
tionf?,  which  are  at  present  very  imperfeck 

I  thank  yon,  sir,  for  the  dates  of  the  recorded  letters  trm 
General  Wasliington  to  rae.  Of  these  I  do  not  find  on  mj  i\f* 
those  noted  in  the  annexed  list;  some  of  which  I  should  be  j«f 
ticularly  glad  to  see,  unlet^s  the  answers  to  tbcin  ^hotiM  U 
among  the  letters  you  arc  forwarding,  and  should  pn*ve«i 
cierit  for  my  purpose.  My  files  contain,  besides  a  nutr?'^'*  ' 
short  notes  asking  interviews,  &c.,  twenty  odd  letter.^  !. 
General,  which  it  appears,  from  your  communication,  are  oai  ic 
hiH  letter  book.  Some  of  these  are  of  an  importunce  aad  ^rfi- 
cacy  which  tiave  hitherto  kept  them  from  every  eye  bol  mj 
own;  no  occasion  before  the  present  having  ever  rataed  tk 
question  how  far  the  seal  might  be  properly  removed  from  ihcriL 
It  is  not  easy,  considering  the  exactness  of  General  Wa^hingit^ 
in  preserving  copiea  of  his  letters,  to  account  for  such  a  4*- 
ciency  in  his  Register,  Was  it  his  intention  that  Uie  kiten 
should  not  be  proserTcd,  or  wore  they  separately  pree^rviil 
without  being  entered  in  the  book?  and  in  this  caee,  may  U>« 
not  yet  be  found?  Perhaps  a  clue  may  be  furn'  *  '  '.\-  *ci^ 
cumstance  noted  in  a  letter  received  from   Jud-  JinftoQ 

some  years  ago.  Wishing  to  supply  the  chasm  in  the  retaind 
copies  of  my  letters  to  his  uncle,  I  requested  the  favor  of  hafitg 
copies  from  the  source  in  his  possession.  In  his  answer*  lio  ^m 
led  to  remark  that  "the  papers  sent  to  the  Chief  Justice,  aal 
which  are  still  in  Richmond,  have  been  rery  extensiTelv  mili' 
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la  ted  by  rats,  and  otherwise  m 
long  since  informed  me."  It  seeoia  in  every  view  not  amiss  that 
the  condition  of  these  papers  should  he  adverted  to,  before  the 
prolix  trouble  of  copies  from  my  files  be  incurred. 

My  letters  from  the  files  of  General  Washington,  wlien  re- 
ceived and  compared  with  those  of  which  I  have  preserved 
copies,  may  shew  whether  the  former  are  short  of  the  number 
written  to  him;  and  thence,  perhaps,  throw  some  light  on  his 
views  with  respect  to  some  pai'ts  of  our  correspondence,  with 
the  uncertainty  nevertheless  arising  from  the  casualties  at  Rich- 
mond, 

I  need  not  repeat  the  general  disposition,  expressed  when  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  your  call  at  Montpelier,  to  favor,  by  all  tlie 
proper  means  in  my  power,  not  only  your  object  of  doing  full 
justice  to  the  very  interesting  trust  you  have  assumed,  regard- 
ing the  papers  of  General  Washington,  but  your  otiier  object 
also,  of  composing  an  authentic  history  of  our  Revolution;  the 
most  pregnant,  probably,  of  all  political  events,  with  beneficent 
influence  on  the  social  order  of  the  world,  and  having,  there- 
fore, the  highest  of  claims  on  the  historical  pen. 


TO  N.   BIDDLE. 

Mat  31,  1827, 
Finding,  by  your  favor  of  the  27th,  that  the  Library  of  the 
Philosophical  Society  does  not  contain  a  copy  of  tlte  Revised 
Code,  as  reported  by  Mr*  Jefferson  and  his  colleagues,  I  send 
for  it  the  promised  oue  herewith  iuotosed.  The  copies  being 
now  very  scarce,  I  have  not  been  able  to  furnish  one  in  a  less 
soiled  condition. 


TO  EDWARD   EVERETT, 

MoKTPUUSiL,  June  Sd,  1827. 
Dear  Sir, — I  offer  for  your  brotlicr  and  yourself  the  thanks 
I  owe  for  the  copy  of  his  work  on  "  America/'    It  well  sustains 
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the  reputation  for  talents  and  learning  acquired  by  his  former 
work  on  '"Europe."  I  have  found  in  the  volume  many  proofs 
of  original  as  well  as  enlarged  views,  and  not  a  few  passages 
of  glowing  eloquence.  With  this  ju8t  tribute  I  must  be  allowed 
to  combine  the  remark,  that  my  trains  of  thought  do  not  accord 
with  some  of  his  speculations,  and  that  the  work  is  susceptible 
of  improved  accuracy  from  recesses  of  information  which  time 
is  gradually  laying  open.  One  error  into  which  the  author  has 
been  led  will,  I  am  sure,  be  gladly  corrected.  In  page  109  it 
is  said  of  Washington  that  he  "appears  to  have  wavered  for  a 
moment  in  making  up  his  mind  upon  the  Constitution."  I  can 
testify,  from  my  personal  knowledge,  that  no  member  of  the 
Convention  appeared  to  sign  the  Instrument  with  more  cor- 
diality than  he  did,  nor  to  be  more  anxious  for  its  ratification. 
I  have,  indeed,  the  most  thorough  conviction,  from  the  best  evi- 
dence, that  he  never  wavered  in  the  part  he  took  in  giving  it 
his  sanction  and  support. 

The  error  may,  perhaps,  have  arisen  from  his  backwardness 
in  accepting  his  appointment  to  the  Convention,  occasioned  by 
peculiar  considerations  which  may  be  seen  in  the  5th  volume  of 
his  Biographer  [Marshall.] 

Is  there  no  danger  that  your  brother  may  render  himself  an 
unwelcome  Functionary  at  Madrid  by  hi§  strictures  on  Spain, 
&c.,  4c.? 


TO  N.   P.  TBIST. 

JcxB  12th,  1827. 

D*  Sib, — In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson  of  January  2d,  1786,  a 
printed  proposition  in  the  House  of  Delegates  for  giving  Con- 
gress power  over  trade  is  referred  to  as  inclosed  in  the  letter, 
but  was  not  in  it  when  returned  to  me.  The  pro|K>sition  as 
printed  is  stated  in  the  letter  to  have  been  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  to  have  received  the  alterations  made 
there  with  tlic  pen.  This  is  the  proposition  referred  to  in  the 
1  vol.  of  Laws  of  the  U.  States,  page  53,  and  printed  as  it  was 
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materially  aUered^  not  as  originally  made.  It  is  more  probable 
that  the  document  wa3  uot  preserved,  than  it  was  separated 
from  the  letter  inclosing  it,  and  to  be  found  now  on  the  files  of 
Mr,  Jefferson,  Should  it,  however,  bo  thero»  I  could  wish  a 
gight  of  it* 


I 
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TO  JACOB   EJfGELBRECHT. 

JcNE  20,  1827. 
*^SiR, — On  a  critical  re-examination,  to  which  I  was  just  led, 
of  the  appearances  on  which  my  letter  of  October  20,  1825,  as- 
cribed the  poetic  effusion  copied  from  a  page  in  Ba^t^ara^s  pam- 
phlet, to  Doctor  Franklin,  I  find  that  I  may  have  committed  an 
error  in  the  case,  by  hastily  applying  the  word  '*given"  to  the 
pamphlet,  when  it  was  meant  for  the  poetry,  and  by  mistaking 
for  the  handwriting  of  the  Doctor  what  was  only  a  remarkable 
likeness  of  it.  You  will  bo  sensible  that  the  least  uncertainty 
on  this  point  ought,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  have  the  effect  of 
cancelling  my  communication  to  you.  I  must  ask  tlic  favor  of 
you,  ilicrefore,  to  return  me  the  paper  containing  it;  on  receiv- 
ing which,  I  will  substitute  some  other  communication  answer- 
ing the  purpose  of  your  original  requCvSt.     I  need  not  add  that 

^     the  propriety  of  guarding  against  contingencies,  suggests  that 

H    of  the  earliest  answer  from  you. 

^r  dea 

l^"     chartei 


TO  H.   B.   BA8C0M. 

MoHTpRLLiiR.  July  21,  1827. 
Deab  Sir, — Your  favor  of  June  26,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the 
charter  of  the  College,  having  arrived  during  an  absence  from 
which  I  am  just  returned,  I  could  not  sooner  acknowledge  it. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  that  the  Trustees  are  about  to  at- 
tach to  the  Institution  an  agricultural  department,  an  improve- 
ment well  meriting  a  place  among  the  practical  ones  which  the 
lights  of  the  age  and  the  genius  of  our  country  are  adding  to 
the  ordinary  course  of  public  instruction. 
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I  Hfish  I  cottld  give  value  to  my  commendation  Ly  pointing 
OQt  tiie  best  mode  of  adapting  the  exjieriment  to  its  useful  ob- 
ject, Tiie  task,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  well  performed  by  llie  in- 
telligent Councils  charged  with  the  Institution,  aided  as  they 
will  be  by  the  better  models  of  rural  economy  in  your  Stale 
than  are  presented  in  this* 

The  views  of  this  subject  which  occurred  to  the  Agricultural 
Society  in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  University  will  be  seen  in 
a  printed  circular  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy;  and  with  it  an 
address  to  the  Society,  which  will  shew  that  our  agricultural 
practice  is  as  much  behind  that  of  your  Stale  as  the  1  a 

be  short  of  the  attainable  standard.     Perhaps  the  cl  d 

establishment  of  Fellenburg,  in  Switzerland,  may  give  useful 
liints  in  combining  agricultural  with  academic  instruction,  and 
both  with  the  advantages  of  an  experimental  and  jiattern  farm. 

Repeating  my  wishes  for  the  prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the 
nascent  seminary,  I  tender  my  respectful  and  friendly  salu- 
tations* 


TO  THOMAS  J-  WHABTOK. 

MoHTrsLUtB,  Ang.     ,  182T. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  the  copy  of  your  Oration  on 
the  4th  of  July  last.  In  making  my  acknowledgments^  with  the 
passage  under  my  eye,  ascribing  to  me  '*  the  first  pnblic  pro* 
posal  for  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  our  present  Constitution/'  it  may  be  proper  to  state 
in  a  few  words  the  part  I  bad  in  bringing  about  that  event. 

Having  witnessed,  as  a  member  of  the  Revolutionary  Con- 
gress, the  inadequacy  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  •*  Articles 
of  Confederation,"  and  having  become,  after  the  expiration  of 
my  term  of  service  there,  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia, I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  spare  no  efforts  to  impress  on 
that  body  the  alarming  condition  of  the  U.  States  proceeding 
from  that  cause,  and  the  evils  threatened  by  delay,  in  applying 
a  remedy.     With  this,  propositions  were  made  vesting  in  Con- 
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gresa  tlie  necessary  powers  to  regulate  trade,  then  suffering 
under  the  monopoliziug  policy  abroad,  and  State  collisions  at 
home,  and  to  di'aw  from  that  source  the  convenient  revenue  ii 
was  capable  of  jielding.  The  propositions,  though  received  with 
favorable  attention^  and  at  one  moment  agreed  to  in  a  crippled 
form,  were  finally  frustrated,  or,  rather,  abandoned.  Such,  how- 
ever, were  the  im])ression3  which  the  public  discussions  had 
made,  that  an  alternative  proposition,  which  had  been  kept  in 
reserve,  being  seasonably  brought  forward  by  a  highly  respected 
member,  who»  having  long  served  in  the  State  councils  without 
participating  in  the  Federal,  had  more  the  ear  of  the  Legislature 
onthat  account,  was  adopted  with  little  opposition.  The  prop- 
osition invited  the  other  States  to  concur  with  Virginia  in  a  con- 
vention of  deputies  commissioned  to  devise  and  report  a  uniform 
system  of  commercial  regulations.  Commissioners  on  the  part 
of  the  State  were  at  the  same  time  appointed,  myself  of  the 
number.  The  convention  proposed  took  place  at  Annapolis,  in 
August,  1780,  Being,  however,  very  partially  attended,  and  it 
appearing  to  the  members  tliat  a  rapid  progress,  aided  by  the 
experiment  on  foot,  had  been  made  in  ripening  the  public  mind 
for  a  radical  reform  of  the  Federal  polity,  tbey  determined  to 
M^aive  the  object  for  whieli  they  were  appointed,  and  recom- 
mend a  convention,  with  enlarged  powers^  to  be  held  the  year 
following,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  Legislature  of  Yir- 
jinia  bappeoed  to  be  the  first  Unit  acted  on  the  recommendation, 

ad  being  a  member,  the  only  one  of  the  attending  commission- 
ers at  AnnQpoHs  who  was  so,  my  best  exertions  were  used  in 
promoting  a  compliance  with  it,  and  in  giving  to  the  example 
the  most  conciliating  form,  and  all  the  weight  that  could  be  de- 
rived from  a  list  of  deputies  having  the  name  of  Washington 
at  its  head. 

In  what  is  here  said  of  tho  agency  of  Virginia,  and  of  myself 
particularly,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  no  comparison  is  in- 
tended that  can  derogate  from  what  occurred  elsewhere,  and 
may,  of  course,  be  less  known  to  mo  than  what  is  hero  stated. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  pardon  this  intrusive  explanation,  with 
whicli  I  tender  you  my  respectful  salutations. 


588 


WORKS    OF    IfADISON. 


TO   OOTBRKOR  GILES. 


s^wr. 


Sib, — I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  tho  4th  inBtaat  ot 
the  subject  of  the  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly  for  the  se^ 
sions  of  May,  1779  and  1782,  I  should  have  felt  particalar 
gratification  in  being  able  to  contribute  to  the  laudable  objeet 
of  the  Legislature;  but  on  examining  ray  broken  set,  I  find  tki 
it  does  not  inchide  tho  Journals  of  either  of  those  date». 

I  fear  t!icre  may  be  some  difficully  in  Glliu^  the  chasm  in  tk 
RoUa  office.  Having  occasion,  several  years  ag'o,  for  a  right 
of  the  Journals  for  a  particular  period,  and  being  desiroos^ii 
the  sarnc  Unie,  of  replacing  the  lost  part  of  my  set,  I  wiia  kd  to 
make  enquiries  in  every  promising  direction.,  but  withoatsuocQe. 
The  only  copies  I  ever  obtained  were  two  from  Kentucky,  prf- 
served  by  delegates  from  that  country,  then  a  part  of  Virgiain, 
neither  of  which  happened  to  be  what  I  wanted,  or  is  of  a  date? 
named  in  your  letter.  I  wish  that  even  a  public  inriCatiQii 
tiirougfi  the  press  may  enable  tho  Executive  to  give  coroplc 
effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  law.  May  I  be  permitted  to  i 
gest,  should  the  resort  be  found  necessary,  that  the  Library  < 
Cougreas,  which  now  contains  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  may 
serve  the  attention  of  the  Executive? 


TO  ME.   MONROE. 

MoiiTPii.i;tK&,  Sept^  tt^  II 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  a  letter  from  H,   Lee,  dated 

Nashville,  August  24,  stating  that  he  had  corresponded  with 
General  Armstrong  on  the  subject  of  the  provisional  order  to 
Geticral  Jackson,  of  July  18,  1814,  authorizing  him,  on  certaia 
conditions,  to  take  possession  of  Pensacola;  which  order  wad 
not  recciv^ed  by  the  General  till  on  or  about  the  14th  of  March, 
1815,  and  then  opeu,  and  the  envelope  without  postmark;  and 
though  received  from  the  post  office,  was  endorsed  **  by  ex- 
press ;  '*  tliat  to  enquiries  as  to  the  causes  of  delay »  Armstrong'^ 
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reply  was :  "Tlie  letter  from  me  authorizing  the  attack  on  Pen- 
sacola,  bnt  k^pt  back  till  January,  was  written,  recorded,  and, 
as  I  am  assured  by  General  Parker,  regularly  despatelicd  from 
the  oflSce  for  conveyance  to  the  General  by  mail.  Some  one 
having  the  power  mnst  have  stopped  it  at  the  post  oflSco,  or  in 
the  hands  of  one  of  the  clerks ;  and  unless  the  President  of  that 
day  shall  deny  tliat  ho  iiad  any  agency  or  privity  in  the  stop- 
page, I  shall  conclude  that  it  was  a  measure  directed  by  him,  of 
which  I  was  to  be  kept  unacquainted."  Lee  adds:  "I  have 
been  further  informed,  though  in  a  manner  too  roundabout  to 
be  yet  awhile  positively  relied  on,  that  Parker  has  asserted  that 
the  day  after  the  letter  was  put  into  the  post  office,  happening 
to  go  into  the  Department  of  State,  he  saw  it  lying  on  that  Sec- 
retary's table."  Much  importance  appears  to  be  attached  by 
Lee  to  tliis  affair  as  "bearing  on  the  salutary  vigor  of  General 
J.  in  his  nnanthorized  attack  on  Pensacola;'^  and  he  requests 
from  me  any  lights  I  may  be  able  to  throw  on  it;  as»  also,  on 
the  Creek  and  Louisiana  campaigns. 

I  have  given  the  answers  which  I  thought  due  to  the  requests 
of  Lee,  and  to  the  insinuation  of  Armstrong.  It  is  very  prob- 
able that  you  have  been  written  to  as  well  as  myself.  If  you 
know  more  of  the  matter  than  I  do,  drop  me  a  line.  I  have  no 
recollections,  if  I  ever  had  any  knowledge,  of  the  history  given 
of  the  incidents  to  the  order  in  question,  nor  can  I  now  lay  my 
hand  on  a  copy  of  it. 

If  you  should  be  called*  this  autumn,  by  your  private  affairs, 
to  Albemarle,  apprize  mo  of  the  time  I  may  expect  you  here  on 
your  way. 


TO   H.   LEE. 

MoKiTittfim,  S<*p'  24,  1827, 

Sia^^ — Tour  letter  of  August  24  was  not  received  till  a  few 

days  ago.     I  regret  that  I  cannot  throw  a  ray  of  light  on  the 

cause  and  circumstances  of  the  delay  which  attended  the  order 

to  General  Jackson  of  July  18,  1814;  having  no  recollections 
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enabling  me  to  do  so,  nor  access  to  any  document,  if  there  he 
aoy,  that  could  assert  [assist?]  them.     I  can  only,  thei*efor 
express  my  wish  that  the  occurrence  may  be  traced  with  a  regull 
leaving  no  escape  to  the  authors,  nor  room  for  suspicions  where 
they  would  be  unjust.     It  is  unfortunate  that  the  lapse  of  tin 
and  intervening  deaths  may  increase  the  difficulty  of  a  s^ti^ 
factory  investigation. 

It  cannot  be  necessary,  I  trust,  to  remark  that  the  hypothec 
ical  reference  cited  from  a  letter  of  the  then  Secretary  of  War, 
to  a  quarter  and  a  motive  for  the  delay  in  question,  is  stamped 
with  an  incredibility  forming  a  sufficient  antidote  to  tlio  iustn* 
nation. 

The  two  campaigns^  of  which  it  seems  you  are  preparing  a 
history,  merit,  certainly,  the  best  and  most  authentic  materials. 
My  memory  does  not  suggest  any  particularly  bearing  on  theni,j 
which  are  not  likely  to  fall  witbin  the  range  of  your  researchea 
As  a  source  itself  of  information,  I  am  too  well  aware  of  tlie 
fallability  from  which  it  is  not  exempt,  to  recommend  draughtUg 
on  it. 


TO  TEB   EDITOR    OP    THE   "  LTKCHBtTRO   yTBGimAN." 

MoNTPitttiiE,  October  10.  1827. 

Sir, — I  have  just  seen  in  another  Gazette  the  following  par- 
agraph, noted  as  an  extract  from  tlie  '*  Lynchburg  Virginian/* 
viz:  ^^  We  state  as  a  fact  within  oar  ofon  knmdeiJ^e,  that  i?rryl 
recently  the  sage  and  patriot  of  Montficlier  expressed  his  deep 
regret  at  the  course  now  pursuing  !)y  some  of  the  mo?t  eminent 
politicians  of  Virginia;  that  he  reproliated  it  as  sapping  the 
foundations  of  her  power  and  infiuence  in  the  Confederacy, 
whilst  by  a  course  of  moderation  and  prudence  she  might  have 
won  over  a  majnrity  of  Iier  sister  States  to  embrace  her  princi- 
ples; that  he  defended  the  right  of  the  General  Government, 
under  the  Consiitution,  to  impose  a  tariff  of  duties  on  importa 
with  reference  to  other  objects  than  revenue;  lie  averred  that 
such  had  been  the  course  by  every  Administration  in  the  coun- 
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try,  his  own  and  Mr.  Jefferson's  included;  that  to  call  all  the 
latent  resources  of  the  country  into  action,  and  to  afford  them 
such  protection  as  circumstances  might  suggest,  was  one  of  the 
principal  reasons  for  the  abolishment  of  the  confederation  sys- 
tem, which  was  found  inadequate  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution;  and  that  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  last  Legislature  in  relation  to  this  subject  was 
extremely  unwise  and  impolitic.  Here,  then,  is  a  man  who  is 
everlastingly  quoted  by  the  martexis  of  the  Constitution  in  tliis 
State,  who  assisted  to  frame  this  instrument,  and  who  was  one 
of  its  earliest  and  ablest  cotemporary  expounders,  and  who,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  Executive  duties,  at  a  later  day,  was  called 
on  to  construe  its  provisions,  who  says  tliat  he  is  erroneously 
thus  quoted;  and  that  William  B.  Giles^  that  dog  in  the  man- 
ger, is  fast  hurrying  his  beloved  Virginia  to  ruin  and  contempt. 
We  again  repeat,  tliat  what  we  have  here  stated  is  of  our  oivn 
knowledge,  and  cannot  be  contradicted.  We  hope  it  will  be  in 
our  power  before  long,  if  Mr.  Madison  can  be  prevailed  on  to 
conquer  his  insuperable  aversion  to  mingling  in  the  strife,  to  lay 
a  fuller  exposition  of  his  views  before  our  readers/* 

Withdut  licing  aware  of  the  ground  on  which  the  statement 
is  alleged  to  be  within  the  personal  knowledge  of  the  Editor, 
it  is  proper  to  observe,  that,  as  often  happens  in  the  report  of 
conversations,  there  most  have  been  some  degree  of  misappre- 
hension or  misrecollection. 

It  is  true  that  I  have  not  approved  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  which  would*  [limit  the  power 
of  Congress  over  trade  to  regulations  linving  revenue  alone 
for  their  object;]  that  I  have  in  occasional  conversations  been 
led  to  observe  that  a  contrary  doctrine  has  been  entertained 
and  acted  on  from  the  commencenieot  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  several  branches  of  every  Administration 
under  it;  and  that  I  regretted  the  course  pursued  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  as  tending  to  impair  the  confidence  and  cordiality 

•  Correcfad  loto  '*  exclude  from  the  power  of  Congreas/*  Ac.,  a«  in  the  letter 
of  Hth  Oolober  uiUched  to  thk.  Stje^  also,  the  further  cxpliinatorj  note  of  J.  M. 
of  October  31,  alfio  utUcbed  to  tliis. 
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of  other  parts  of  the  Union,  agreeing  with  Virginia  in  her  ex- 
position of  the  Constitution  on  other  points.  In  expressing 
these  ideas,  however,  more  respect  has  been  felt  for  the  patri- 
otic sensibilities  of  the  legislative  body,  and  for  the  talents  and 
good  intentions  of  raeml)ers,  personally  or  otherwise  known  to 
me  to  be  particularly  entitled  to  it,  than  might  be  inferred  from 
the  tone  of  the  publication.  I  must  observe,  also,  that  though 
it  is  true  that  I  have  spoken  of  the  power  of  Congress  over 
commerce  in  its  enlarged  sense  as  a  primary  and  known  object 
in  forming  the  Constitution,  the  language  of  the  statement  is 
inaccurate,  at  least,  as  being  susceptible  of  a  construction  em- 
bracing indefinite  powers  over  the  entire  resources  of  the 
country. 

I  must  presume  that  the  expressions  which  refer  by  name  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State  were  not  meant  to  be  ascribed  to  me; 
being  very  sure  that  I  could  never  have  so  far  forgotten  what 
I  owed  to  myself,  or  to  the  respect  due  liim. 

It  is  with  much  reluctance,  sir,  that  I  liave  had  recourse  to 
these  explanatory  remarks,  withdrawn  as  I  am  from  scenes  of 
political  agitation  by  my  age,  and  pursuits  more  congenial  with 
it.  It  is  tlie  single  instance  of  a  communication  from  me  to  the 
press  on  any  subject  connected  with  the  existing  state  of  par- 
ties. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  THE  "  LTNCHBURO  VIRGINIAN." 

MONTPILUIB,  Oct  14,  1827. 

Sir, — I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  make  the  following  correc- 
tion, omitted  to  be  made  in  the  paper  sent  you  a  few  days  ago, 
viz: 

Erase  the  words,  "  limit  the  power  qf  Congress  over  trade  to 
regulations  havin/f  revenue  alonje  for  their  object;"  and  insert, 
"  exclude  from  the  power  of  Congress  over  commerce  r^ula- 
tions  having  for  their  object  the  protection  and  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures." 
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J.  Madison  presents  Ins  respects  to  Messrs.  Fletclier  and 
Toler,  [Editors  of  the  Lynchburg  Virginian,]  and  regrets  the 
trouble  occasioned  by  the  delay  of  his  letter  of  the  14th.  The 
paragraph  prepared  by  them  and  inserted  in  their  paper,  en- 
closed in  their  letter  of  the  26th,  sufficiently  guards  against  a 
misunderstanding  of  his  original  communication.  He  was  led 
to  the  proposed  change  in  it  by  an  intimation  received  that  the 
General  Assembly,  in  excluding  from  the  power  of  Congress 
over  commerce  regulations  having  for  their  object  the  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures,  might  not,  perhaps,  intend  to 
limit  the  power  to  regulations  having  revenue  alone  for  their 
object;  there  being  objects  of  this  regulating  power  distinct 
from  both  which  might  not  be  deemed  inadmissible.  It  was 
thought  best,  therefore,  in  expressing  the  doctrine  disapproved, 
to  specify  its  application,  as  was  done  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
Assembly,  to  the  case  of  protecting  and  encouraging  domestic 
manufactures. 

October  31, 1827. 


TO  HENRY   D.   GILPIN. 

MoNTPBLLiBB,  October  25,  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  duly  favored  with  yours  of  the  9th  instant, 
accompanied  by  your  "  Life  of  Thomas  JeflFerson,"  which  I  have 
read  with  the  double  pleasure  it  affords  ;  being  valuable  for  its 
historical  materials  as  well  as  for  its  biographical  portrait  of 
the  highly  distinguished  individual. 

I  comply  with  your  request  by  noting  a  few  errors  which 
caught  my  eye  in  turning  over  the  pages. 
Page    38  It  was  not  at  Richmond^  but  Williamsburg,  that  the 
Convention  met. 
39  Same  error  of  place. 

—  It  was  the  preamUe,  not  the  Declaration  of  Bights, 
prefixed  to  the  Constitution  of  Virginia,  that  was 
VOL.  in.  38 
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prepared  l)y  Mr.  Jeflferson.  The  latter  was  drawn 
by  Col.  George  Mason. 

40  Two  of  the  five  Revisors,  George  Mason  and  Thomas 
L.  Lee,  had  no  part  in  executing  the  commission, 
except  in  a  consultative  meeting  preliminary  to  the 
assignment  of  the  respective  portions  of  the  task 
to  the  other  three. 

42  The  Convention  prisoners  were  placed  near,  not  at 
Charlottesville. 

58  The  a  prefixed  to  Mr.  George  Nicholas,  seems  to  un- 
derrate his  standing  in  the  community. 

99  The  majority  for  the  resolutions  was  not  sufficiently 
decided.  It  was  evidently  decreasing  under  the 
influence  of  considerations  made  to  bear  against 
them;  particularly  the  alarm  of  war,  as  likely  to 
grow  out  of  them.  And  a  final  rejection  being 
foreseen,  it  was  thought  best  not  to  push  them  to  an 
issue  which  might  strengthen  the  idea  in  G.  Britain 
that  no  countervailing  policy  was  to  be  appre- 
hended, and  weaken  at  tlie  same  time  the  Republi- 
can party  at  home. 

143  Hair  not  red,  but  between  yellota  and  red. 

144  Nose  rather  under,  certainly  not  above,  common  size. 

Broweris'  bust  in  plaister,  from  his  mode  of  taking 
it,  will,  probably,  shew  a  perfect  likeness. 

I  know  not  that  I  could  give  any  aid  to  the  use  made  of  the 
public  materials  before  you,  or  add  any  particular  anecdotes 
not  to  be  found  in  some  of  the  obituary  eulogies  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son. I  had,  myself,  but  a  very  slight  acquaintance  with  him, 
till  he  became  Governor  of  Virginia,  in  1779,  at  which  time  I 
was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  so  continued  for 
some  months  thereafter.  Should  the  proposed  republication  of 
your  "  Sketch  "  not  take  place  before  the  appearance  of  his 
paper?  understood  to  be  in  preparation  for  the  press,  they  will 
doubtless  avail  you  much  when  putting  the  last  hand  to  it. 

As  your  rcscarclies  appear  to  have  been  turned  to  the  early 
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proceedings  of  Congress  under  the  present  Constitution  of  llie 
United  States,  I  offer  for  your  acceptance,  as  some  return  for 
your  printed  favor,  a  surviving  copy  of  a  small  evanescent  pan\- 
plilet,  which  reviewed  the  state  of  parties  at  that  period.  It 
may  furnii^h  some  ap|dieable  infurmation  or  references,  if  your 
pen  Bliould  have  lieen  employed  on  any  *'  Life/'  now  under  re- 
vision, of  a  Higuer  of  Uie  Declaration  of  Independenee,  who  was 
then  a  member  of  the  National  Councils,  or  if  your  attention 
should  be  otherwise  led  to  the  political  transactions  of  that 
date.  The  pamphlet  was  drawn  up  in  compliance  with  tlie 
earnest  entreaty  of  several  friends,  at  the  close  of  a  fatiguing 
session  and  under  a  hurrying  impatience  to  be  on  the  road 
homeward,  but  with  the  advantage  of  having  the  subject  fresh 
in  my  memory  and  familiar  to  my  reflections.  The  tincture  of 
party  spirit  will  be  explained,  if  not  excused,  by  the  origin  and 
the  epoch  of  the  publication, 

Mrs.  M,  joins  in  the  respects  and  good  wishes  which  I  pray 
you  to  accept,  and  in  the  assurance  that  the  balance  of  obliga- 
tion left  by  the  visit  with  which  you  favored  us  was  not  on 
your  side. 


TO  MH,   MOIfROE, 

Mo!«TPXLUt[«,  OclnT>*?r  2!>>  1^27. 

Dear  Sir, — ^Yours  of  the  3rd  inst,,  with  the  copies  of  your 
two  letters  to  Judge  White  now  returned,  were  not  received 
till  tlicy  had  made  a  trip  to  llontpelier  in  Vermont,  as  hoppened 
to  three  letters  at  the  same  time  from  our  co-visitors  of  the 
University.  The  letter  to  you  from  Mr.  Ringgold,  referred  to 
as  enclosed,  was  omitted. 

Your  explanatory  communications  to  Judge  White  are  very 
important,  and  I  hope  the  copies  will  not  only  get  back  safe, 
but  be  taken  good  care  of  afterwards.  Like  you,  I  have  never 
read  the  histories  of  the  life  and  campaigns  of  General  Jack- 
son, not  expecting  unknown  matter,  stii!  less  apprehending 
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erroneous  matter  in  them,  and  finding  full  employment  for  my 
time  in  more  obligatory  applications  of  it. 

The  account  given  of  the  letter  of  July,  18,  1814,  is  not  a 
little  mysterious.  If  there  be  no  decisive  evidence  to  the  con- 
trary, I  must  infer  tliat  it  could  not,  if  of  the  character  indi- 
cated, have  been  known  to  me  at  the  time.  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  it,  and  the  inference  is  strengthened  by  the  reasons  given 
against  tlie  seizure  of  Pcnsacola  by  Executive  authority  in  my 
answer  in  October  8, 1813,  to  a  proposal  of  General  Armstrong, 
September  26,  1813,  to  take  that  step  in  consequence  of  the 
destruction  of  block  houses  on  our  side  of  the  Perdido.  Your 
prohibitory  letter  of  October  23, 1814,  to  General  Jackson,  is 
still  more  in  point. 

You  will  see  that  I  have  been  dragged  into  the  newspapers 
by  an  affirmation  which  seemed  to  make  it  as  unavoidable  as  it 
was  disagreeable.  I  trust  it  will  be  the  last,  as  it  was  the  first, 
sacrifice  of  that  sort. 

I  have  not  yet  closed  my  correspondence  with  our  colleagues 
on  the  case  of  Mr.  Long.  Some  of  them  are  disposed  to  annex 
conditions  to  the  release  from  his  engagement.  Doctor  Jones 
will  probably  be  at  once  called  to  the  vacant  chair  of  Natural 
Philosophy  by  the  concurring  voice  of  the  Visitors.  There  was 
a  hope  that  Professor  Patterson,  of  Philadelphia,  would  have 
accepted  it.    He  declines,  and  recommends  Doctor  Jones. 


TO  H.   B.   BASCOM. 

MOHTPBLLIER,  —    ,  1827. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  saying  that 
the  Trustees  of  the  College  recently  established  in  Union  Town 
have  been  pleased  to  call  it  by  my  name,  ^garding  every 
new  Institution  for  the  wholesome  instruction  of  youth  as  a 
gain  to  the  cause  of  national  improvement,  and  to  the  stability 
and  prosperity  of  our  free  system  of  Government,  I  feel  that 
my  name  is  greatly  honored  by  such  an  association  as  has  been 
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made  of  it.  Be  so  obliging,  sir>  as  to  express  for  me  the  ac- 
knowledgments I  owe  to  the  Trustees,  with  my  beat  wishes  thai 
thej  may  receive  for  their  fostering  care  of  the  infant  College 
the  rewards  most  grateful  to  tlicm^  in  its  rapid  growlii  and  ex- 
tensive usefulness.  I  offer  you,  at  the  same  time,  assurances  of 
my  particular  consideration  and  respect. 


TO   REV°   H.    B.   BASCOM. 

MonTPittiM,  Nov  JO,  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  October  19  was  received  in  due 
time.  The  acknowledgment  of  it  \ms  been  delayed  by  a  wish 
to  accompany  it  with  a  copy,  as  requested,  of  tJje  Enactment:* 
of  our  University,  whicli  I  did  not  obtain  till  two  days  ago. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  encouraging  prospect  whiclj  dawni§ 
on  the  infant  establishment  under  your  presiding  care.  A  tem- 
porary deficiency  in  the  articles  of  apparatus  and  library  i&* 
generally  felt  in  learned  institutions,  the  ofspriugs  of  individual 
efforts,  in  a  country  not  abounding  in  individual  wealtlL  In 
our  University,  though  now  nader  State  endowment,  the  library 
is  on  a  scale  little  comporting  as  yet  with  tliat  of  tlie  plau. 
The  books  are,  however,  systematically  chosen,  and  form  a 
nucleus  for  an  excellent  collection.  No  catalogue  has  been 
printed,  or  I  would  add  a  eo|iy  to  that  of  the  Enactments. 

I  cannot  too  much  commend  the  prudent  rules  by  which  it  is 
proposed  to  manage  t!ie  economic  interests  of  the  College,  Ex- 
perience slicws  the  evil  tendency  of  incurring  debts  beyond  re- 
sources, in  the  case  of  public  bodies  as  well  as  of  individuals; 
and  the  Spanish  adage, /<M^ma  krdCj  conveys  a  lesson  particu- 
larly applicable  to  the  case  of  newundertakinga  having  diflBcul- 
ties  to  overcome  with  a  scantiness  of  means. 
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TO  JONATHAN   ELLIOT, 

MoNTPELLIRa,  Sov^       ,  1827. 

T)*  Sm, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th,  id  which  you 
observe  that  you  are  conmiittiiig  to  the  press  the  2d  volame  of 
Debates  in  the  State  Convcniions  on  the  question  of  adopting 
the  Federal  ConstTtution;  that  t!ie  valume  will  include  the  De- 
viates of  the  Virginia  GoavcDtion;  aod  you  request  of  me  a  cor- 
rect copy  of  the  part  I  bore  in  them. 

On  turning  to  the  Rcveral  pages  containing  it  in  the  2d  and 
3d  volumes  of  the  original  edition,  (the  1st  not  being  at  band) 
1  find  passage?,  some  appearing  to  be  defective,  otiiers  obscure,  if 
not  unintelligible;  others  again  which  must  be  more  or  less  erro- 
neous. These  flaws  in  the  report  of  my  observations  may  doubt- 
less liavc  been  occasioned  in  part  l>y  want  of  care  in  expressing 
Ihem,  but  probably  in  part,  also,  by  a  teeblenoss  of  voice  caused 
by  an  imperfect  recovery  from  a  fit  of  illness,  or  by  a  relaxed 
attention  in  the  stenogniplier  himself,  incident  to   '  nd 

fatiguing  discussions:  of  liis  general  intelligence  and  ij  A 

fidelity  no  doubt  has  been  suggested. 

But  in  whatever  manner  the  faulty  passages  are  to  bo  ac- 
counted  for,  it  might  not  be  safe,  nor  deemed  fair,  after  a  lapses 
of  40  yeiirs,  lacking  a  few  montlis,  and  without  having  in  the 
men n time  ever  revised  them,  to  undertake  to  make  them  what 
it  might  be  believed  they  ought  to  be.  If  I  did  not  confound 
subsequent  ideas,  and  varied  expressions,  with  the  reiU  ones,  I 
ndglit  be  supposed  to  do  so. 

These  considerations  induce  me  to  leave  my  share  of  those 
debates  as  they  now  stand  in  print;  not  doubting  that  marks  of 
incorrectness  on  the  face  of  tliera  will  save  me  from  an  undue 
degree  of  responsibility* 

I  have  never  seen  nor  licard  of  any  publication -of  the  debates 
in  the  second  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  and  think  it  prob- 
alde  thni,  if  taken  down,  they  never  went  to  the*pross, 

I  am  glad  to  find  you  are  encouraged  to  proceed  in  your  plan 
of  collecting  and  republisldng,  in  a  convenient  form,  thir  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  State  Conventions  as  far  as  they  are  to  be  oh^ 
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tained;  and  with  my  best  wishes  that  you  may  be  duly  rewarded 
for  the  laudable  undertakiug,  I  tender  you  uiy  friendly  respects. 


TO   MH,   MONROE. 

MoHTFBLLitK,  Not.  16,  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  the  2nd,  postmarked  Gth  of  November, 
came  duly  to  band.  I  return  the  letters  and  papers  enclosed 
in  it. 

The  fact  stated  to  Mr.  Ringgold  by  General  Jesnp,  as  to  the 
arm,«  in  the  arsenal  of  New  Orleans  at  the  arrival  nf  General 
Jackson,  does  not  concern  only  or  ju'iucipally  the  question  be- 
tween the  General  and  Mr.  Southard.  It  belongs  to  the  liistory 
of  the  cainpaif^i),  and  of  the  Administration,  and  as  such  ought 
to  be  verified  and  preserved.  The  General  must,  of  course,  have 
been  ignorant  of  it  when  he  said^  in  Lis  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  Decemljcr  16,  (see  Latour's  historical  Memoir,  page  66,) 
**  wc  have  no  arms  here/'  Ac.  Again:  in  his  letter  to  the  same, 
of  January  19,  (see  Appendix  to  the  Memoir,  No.  xxxii,)  lie  says, 
*'I  am  more  and  more  satisfied  in  the  belief,  tliat  had  the  arras 
reached  us  which  were  destined  for  us,  the  whole  British  army 
ill  this  quarter  would ,  before  this  time,  have  been  captured  or 
destroyed;*^  from  which  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  there  was  no 
deficiency  of  men  for  the  purpose.  Is  it  understood  that  the 
General  has  yet  become  acquainted  with  the  fact?  If  he  has, 
liis  character  is  much  mistaken,  if  he  does  not  promptly  and 
publicly  correct  the  injustice  unconsciously  committed  by  him. 

The  tenor  of  the  letter  of  July  18,  1814,  is  still  unrecognised 
by  my  memory.  I  suspect  it  was  written  in  consequence  of  a 
conversation  with  me,  without  being  read  by  me,  and  may,  there- 
fore, have  expressed  a  mixture  of  the  Secretary's  ideas  with 
mine.  My  remark  alluded  to  in  the  letter  favors  the  conjec- 
ture. The  case  stated  by  General  Jackson  is  a  very  strong 
one,  but  does  not  aUogethcr  preclude  questions  as  to  the  degree 
of  immediate  urgency,  as  io  the  distinction  between  the  author- 
ity of  a  military  officer  and  of  the  National  Executive;  nor  if 
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the  invading  act  bo  stamped  with  the  character  (/  toar^hetween 
tlie  Executive  and  Legislative  authority.  The  only  case  in 
which  the  Executive  can  enter  on  a  war,  undeclared  by  Con- 
gress, is  when  a  state  of  war  has  "been  actually"  produced  by 
the  conduct  of  another  power,  and  then  it  ought  to  be  made 
known  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Department  charged  with  the 
war  power.  Such  a  case  was  the  war  with  Tripoli  during  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 

If  you  possess  a  copy  of  the  prohibitory  letter  to  General 
Jackson,  of  October,  1814,  let  me,  if  you  please,  have  a  copy 
from  it.  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  intention  to  glance,  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Mercer,  at  the  affinity  of  "my  situation  to  yours. 
It  is,  indeed,  made  mucli  stronger  than  yours  by  what  has  been 
drawn  into  the  newspapers.  You  may  have  noticed  a  second 
public  exhibition  of  me,  notwithstanding  the  aversion  to  it  pre- 
viously and  publicly  expressed,  and  notwithstanding  the  assur- 
ance of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Ritchie,  whom  you  will  guess,  that 
no  report  of  our  conversation  would  be  made  to  the  press;  it 
was  even  intimated  in  the  outset  that  the  enquiry  would  not 
have  been  made  if  the  publication  from  myself,  in  the  Lynch- 
burg paper,  had  not  been  unknown  at  the  time  to  Mr.  R.  My 
remarks,  as  published,  have  nevertheless  the  aspect  of  an  origi- 
nal disclosure  made  on  a  special  application,  and  become  sub- 
servient to  observations  of  a  party  here.  I  regretted  the  occur- 
rence the  more,  as  I  had  refused  to  another  editor  any  direct 
and  specific  authority  to  contradict  the  report  concerning  the 
authorship  of  the  Farmer's  papers,  regarding  a  compliance  with 
fiucli  interrogatories  from  printers  as  a  bad  precedent,  and  pre- 
ferring the  spontaneous  and  incidental  mode  used  in  the  com- 
munication to  the  Lynchburg  press. 

I  had  the  more  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  unexpected 
paragraph  in  the  Enquirer,  because,  in  saying  that  I  expressed 
astonishment  at  being  regarded  as  the  writer  of  those  papers, 
the  reason  assigned  for  it  was  omitted,  viz:  that  the  reference 
in  them  to  my  name  would,  on  that  supposition,  have  been  evi- 
dently indelicate.  With  tliat  omission,  my  astonishment  may 
be  ascribed  to  the  vanity  of  regarding  the  papers  as  unworthy 
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of  my  superior  pen,  or,  perhaps,  to  a  known  disapprobation  of 
the  main  object  of  them,  that  of  bringing  about  a  meeting  of 
Deputies  at  Richmond,  of  which  I  liad  never  spoken  a  syllable. 
I  have  thought  it  better,  however,  to  bear  in  silence  what  has 
taken  place,  than  to  risk  a  farther  entanglement  with  news- 
papers. 


TO  C.  J.   INGERSOLL. 

MoNTPiLLiiR,  Nov  17,  1827. 

D*  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  yours  of  the  9th,  with  the 
printed  communication  inclosed.  I  am  very  sensible  of  my  ob- 
ligations for  the  kind  feelings  which  dictated  both;  and  not 
less  so,  that,  in  weighing  my  public  services,  the  friendly  hand 
unconsciously  favored  that  end  of  the  beam. 

The  attempts  of  party  zeal,  when  pursuing  its  favorite  object, 
to  break  into  the  domain  of  the  Constitution,  cannot  be  too 
much  deplored.  In  the  case  which  suggests  the  remark,  the 
barrier  is  happily  too  strong  in  the  text  of  the  Instrument,  in 
the  uniformity  of  official  construction,  and  in  the  maturity  of 
public  opinion,  to  be  successfully  assailed.  There  is  sound 
policy,  and  therefore  true  patriotism,  in  the  wish  that  on  ques- 
tions throwing  the  nation  into  heated  parties,  portions  of  each 
may  be  so  distributed  or  the  individuals  of  both  so  intermin- 
gled as  to  strengthen,  instead  of  weakening,  the  political  fabric. 

Though  it  would  be  wrong  to  wish  a  diminution  of  your  pro- 
fessional labours,  whilst  you  choose  to  make  a  resource  of  them, 
the  hope  cannot  be  resisted  that  they  may  not  altogether  ex- 
clude contributions  from  your  pen  such  as  have  occasionally 
added  to  the  instruction  and  literary  reputation  of  your  coun- 
try. 
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TO  J.   Q.   ADAMS. 

MoKTPiLLiEE,  Dec'  9,  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  my  thanks  for  the  copy  of  your  Message 
to  Congress  on  the  3d  instant,  politely  forwarded  under  your 
cover.  Its  very  able  view  of  blessings  which  distinguisli  our 
favored  country  is  very  gratifying;  and  the  feelings  inspired 
by  our  condition  find  an  expanded  scope  in  the  meliorations 
infused  into  that  of  all  other  people,  by  a  progress  of  reason 
and  truth,  in  the  merit  of  which  we  may  justly  claim  a  share. 
With  the  newborn  nations  on  the  same  hemisphere  with  our- 
selves, and  embarked  in  the  same  great  experiment  of  self-gov- 
ernment, and  who  are  alive  to  what  they  owe  to  our  example, 
as  well  in  the  origin  of  their  career  as  in  the  forms  of  their  in- 
stitutions, our  sympathies  must  be  peculiarly  strong  and  anx- 
ious; the  more  so,  as  their  destiny  must  not  only  aflfect  deeply 
the  general  cause  of  Liberty,  but  may  be  felt  even  by  our  own. 


TO   MR.   MONROE. 

MoNTPELLiiB,  December  18,  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours  of  the  10th,  and  return  the 
correspondence  between  Col.  Mercer  and  yourself.  Your  letter 
to  him  of  the  10th  was  perfectly  apropos^  and  cannot  fail,  I 
think,  to  answer  my  purpose  as  well  as  yours,  the  substance 
of  it  being  applicable  to  both,  and  coinciding  with  the  promise 
in  Col.  Mercer's  letter  of  November  12th,  to  guard  me,  as  well 
as  you,  from  the  threatened  embarrassment.  It  can  hardly  bo 
supposed,  indeed,  tliat  either  of  us  would  be  brought  forward 
without  the  otlier,  as  it  might  seem  to  imply  that  the  other  was 
on  the  other  side.  To  name  either  without  a  previous  sanction 
from  him  would  incur  the  imprudent  risk  of  a  refusal  more  liable 
to  an  unfavorable  than  favorable  construction.  For  myself, 
moreover,  it  ouglit  to  be  known,  from  what  I  have  been  led  to 
say  in  the  ncwspa])ers,  that  I  meant  to  keep  aloof  from  the  po- 
litical agitations  of  the  period;  and  as  a  further  safeguard,  Mr. 
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Cabell  was  made  acquainted,  in  a  conversation  I  liad  with  him 
some  time  ago,  witli  my  determination  not  to  be  enlisted  in  a 
party  service.  After  what  had  passed,  I  Bhunld,  in  permitting 
it,  be  inconsistent  with  myself,  as  well  as  with  what  was  enjoined 
by  propriety. 

Putting  all  these  views  of  the  anbject  together,  I  have  thought 
it  .^uperlhioiis  to  write  to  CoL  it.,  especially  as  my  silence  can- 
not mislead  him,  nothing  from  liira  to  me,  direct  or  indirect, 
written  or  oral,  rerpiiring  a  letter  from  nie.  I  may  ask  of  yon, 
however,  in  case  of  any  furtlier  confidential  commnnieation  with 
him  on  your  part,  whether  by  letter  or  a  common  friend,  that 
yon  wonld  refer  without  qualification  to  my  sentiments  as  coo- 
cnrj'iiig  fully  with  yours. 

1  have  a  letter  from  General  La  Fayette,  in  which  he  mourns 
over  the  sjiirit  and  style  of  our  partisan  gazettes  as  wounding 
our  Republicun  character,  and  causing  exultation  to  the  foes  of 
Liberty. 

I  am  just  recovered  from  a  pretty  severe  attack  of  influenza. 
Tliere  was,  I  find,  no  meeting  of  the  Visitors  at  the  time  to 
which  the  adjournment  was  made  in  July. 


TO    R0I3EUT   WALSH,  JR. 

Mojitpi:lli«i»  Dec'  22d»  1827. 

Deah  Sm, — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  10th,  in  which 
you  invite  from  me  contributions  for  the  pages  of  the  *' American 
Quarterly  Review." 

I  have  seen  ample  proofs  in  the  N***  published,  that  my  antioi* 

fiation  of  the  success  of  such  a  work,  under  your  auspices,  was 
not  erroneous;  and  I  should  take  a  jdeasure  in  offerings  for 
its  pages,  were  they  but  mites,  if  my  age  and  other  obstacles 
did  pot  bar  me  from  the  undertaking. 

It  13  an  error  very  naturally  prevailing,  that  the  retirement 
from  public  service,  of  whicli  my  case  is  an  example,  is  a  leisure 
for  whatever  pursuit  might  be  most  inviting.  The  truth,  how- 
ever, is,  that  I  have  rarely,  during  the  period  of  my  public  life, 
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found  my  time  less  at  my  disposal  than  since  I  took  my  leave 
of  it;  nor  have  I  the  consolation  of  finding,  that  as  my  powers 
of  application  necessarily  decline,  the  demands  on  them  prop<ir- 
tionally  decrease. 

Were  it  necessary  to  prove  what  is  here  observed,  I  might 
appeal  to  what  continually  passes  to  and  from  me  through  the 
mail;  to  the  modes  of  neighbourly  intercourse^  unavoidable  in 
rural  situations,  especially  in  this  quarter  of  the  Union;  and  to 
ti»e  caras  incident  to  the  perplexing  species  of  labour  and  of 
husbandry  from  which  alone  is  derived  the  support  of  a  com- 
plicated establishment;  to  all  which  may  now  bo  added,  the 
dutie.s  devolved  on  me  since  the  decease  of  the  late  Rc?ctor  of 
the  University,  as  one  of  the  standing  Executive  Committee 
and  an  organ  of  intercommunications  among  the  Visitors  when 
not  in  fiessiou.  Nor  must  I  omit,  as  a  further  addition,  tho 
effect  of  the  age  at  which  I  am  arrived  in  stiffening  the  fingers 
which  use  the  pen,  to  say  nothing  of  a  concurrent  effect,  of  wliich 
I  may  be  less  sensible,  on  tbe  source  which  supplies  the  matter 
for  it. 

My  respect  for  your  friendly  disposition,  and  the  public  ob» 
ject  you  have  in  view,  has  drawn  from  me  an  explanation  which  1 
I  am  sure  you  will  rightly  appreciate.  I  might  enforce  tt  by 
the  remark,  that  such  has  been  the  accumulated  force  of  the 
causes  alluded  to,  tliat  I  am  yet  to  put  a  final  hand  to  the  digest 
and  arrangement  of  some  of  my  papers,  which  may  be  consid- 
ered as  a  task  due  from  me. 

I  am  aware  of  the  distinction  of  a  communication  of  origioal 
papers  composed  for  the  occasion,  and  documents  or  extracts  to 
l»e  merely  transcribed,  such  as  would  be  tlie  historical  memorials 
to  which  you  have  pointed.  But  I  may  say  to  you  what  I  have 
said  in  confidence  to  oue  or  two  others,  that  a  iK>sthumoua  u\> 
pearance  has  been  thought  to  be  best  suited  to  their  character. 
The  debates  and  proceedings  of  the  Convention  which  formed 
the  ConsliUUion  of  the  United  States  could  not,  indeed,  be  well 
published  in  detached  parts,  and  are  very  far  too  voluminous  to 
be  inserted  in  any  periodical  work. 

That  in  declining  a  compliance  with  your  particular  wishes^J 
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I  may  give  some  proof  of  my  respect  for  tlicm,  T  Imvc  taken 
from  my  files  a  paper  of  Fotrie  length,  which  lias  never  been  in 
print,  and  wliieli  was  copied  many  years  ago  from  tite  origina), 
tfion,  as  it  may  yet  he,  in  live  Arcliives  of  tlio  Revolutionary 
Congress.  It  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wilson,  as  was  told  me  by 
Limself,  and  intended  to  mature  tlio  piiidic  mind  for  flie  event 
of  Independence,  the  necessity  of  wliich  was  seen  to  be  approach- 
ing, and  which,  in  fact,  approached  so  fast  as  to  leave  the  ground 
taken  by  tlio  document  in  the  rear  of  the  pubh*c  sentiment.  The 
paper  is  made  interesting  by  its  date,  Fcb^  13, 1776,  and  by  it« 
complexion  and  scope;  but  it  is  not,  perhaps,  as  a  literary  com- 
position, the  most  favorable  specimen  of  the  classic  talents  of 
its  author.  As  soon  as  1  can  get  it  transcribed  you  shall  liave 
an  opportunity  of  judging  how  far  it  may  deserve  a  place  and 
find  a  couvenient  one  in  a  reviewing  chapter.  In  the  meaa 
time,  I  tender  you  anew  my  great  esteem  and  good  wishes. 


TO  W.  P,  TEIST. 

MoRTPBLUBR,  Dcc^  24,  1827. 

Deah  Sir, — I  cannot  turn  to  the  letter  of  Mr*  Jefferson  con- 
taining the  severe  remarks  on  the  lying  practice  of  the  printers, 
which  appear  to  be  misconstrued  abroad,  and  to  be  working  a 
mischief  so  contrary  to  \m  principles  and  his  intentions.  If  you 
have  a  ready  access  to  the  letter,  I  should  be  glad  to  supply  the 
General  with  an  antidote,  as  far  as  a  just  comment  on  it  can  be 
turned  to  that  account.  I  was  afraid,  at  the  time,  that  the  jnib- 
lication  of  the  letter  would  be  perverted  abroad  by  the  watch- 
ful and  wicked  enemies  of  free  Government,  and  its  great  bul- 
wark, a  free  press. 


TO  GEORGE   MASON. 

MoKTt^iLLLBm,  Dec  S9>  182T. 
Deab  Sib, — I  am  much  oblfged  by  your  polite  attention  in 
»ending  me  the  copies  of  the  Remonstrance  in  favour  of  Reli 


jrror;*  !iVfrir  w\>'..  -ri'-j  ji-cr  l^.zer  •>?  tb^  K*tL-  faaae  drfj  to 
hi'.'j.  1  }.vJ  ^TjrTX/-^  •■.*7  w*!r*r  to  f^  p5T>r«r^  at  the  oftre 
w •,>;•.  yr'iUXfA  t». *:.•:.-  ^tL^i  r^^rrrH  Mr*.  Cctt?  to  tfcat  sottrce. 
H'rr  W'.\nr^.  x.mt^.  o^y:si*V/r.*^  th*r  -roq?^!*:  too  =o  kiBfEj  x*?mD€d. 
I  ii>;/:/J  a  f»rw  ^rOT/i*:^^  on  a/yy/nftt  of  applications  dow  aod  tbeo 
rfA'l'f  v#  fr.fr  afid  I  pwffTr<i4  tJi*?  frditlon  of  ^ich  too  Lad  sent 
wi^?  a  sraf/ip^r.  a*  >ji<f5rj?  in  ih*:  *?;aipl€^t  of  form?:  and  for  the  fnr- 
tfi'rr  f<-a.*/i.'i  tf,at  th*?  [^rrjphlet  «l:tion  liad  ia=ert«d  in  the  cap- 
tion th':  t^rnrj  "UA^fr^iion"  not  :q  the  article  declaring  the 
tl'/lt.  T;>r  t/rrrn  Ixriiisr  of  familiar  tt?e  in  the  English  Code. 
ls;i^J  Ur^'fi  a^lrrjitt^r^l  in  to  th^;  ori^rinal  draajrfat  of  the  Declaration 
of  lii'j\tt*:  liijt.  on  a  KOir?e?ftion  from  mjselt  was  rcadilr  ei- 
f:\i$iU'//'j\  for  tJj'r  plira-^eokury  excloding  it. 

Tli';  \tWrT'A\A\u:'d\  tribute  voo  meditate  is  jnstlj  due  to  the 
rm-rii-  of  your  anoe-tor.  Col.  Oeorjre  Mai¥on.  It  is  to  be  re- 
trr''tU"l  liiut.  hijriily  di-^tin^ui-ihefl  a=!  he  waij,  the  memorials  of 
th'rni  on  rooor'l.  or  fK:rljap?i  oth^rrwi?e  attainable,  are  more 
wranfy  tlian  of  many  of  Ijih  cotemjK>rariea  far  inferior  to  him  in 
int''ll^r^tu;il  f/^iWTTM  an^l  in  public  ?iervicc«.  It  wonld  afford  me 
a  ftU:ii'.tirf:  to  U;  a  tributary  to  your  undertaking.  Bat  although 
i  had  the  advantage  of  fxfing  on  the  li«t  of  his  personal  friends, 
and  in  «everal  in«tanees  of  l>eing  associated  with  him  in  public 
life.  I  can  add  little  for  the  pages  of  your  work. 

My  nr.^t  ae^juaintance  with  him  was  in  the  Conyention  of 
Virginia  in  1770,  which  instructed  her  Delegates  to  propose  in 
(*ongn'rH  a  "Declaration  of  Indef>endencc,"  and  which  formed 
the  '^Dechjration  of  Rights"  and  the  "Constitntion"  for  the 
State.  Being  young  and  inexperienced,  I  had  of  course  bnt  lit- 
tle agency  in  those  [»roceedings.  I  retain,  however,  a  perfect 
imprcy.-iion  that  he  was  a  leading  champion  for  the  instruction; 
that  he  wan  fhe  author  of  the  "Declaration''  as  originally 
drawn,  and  with  very  slight  variations  adopted;  and  that  he 
wjiH  the  niaHter  buildtT  of  the  Constitution,  and  its  main  expos- 
itru  JUMJ  Hii[)[)(Hter  throughout  the  discussions  which  ended  in 
it.-^  estjibli^hnient.  IIow  far  he  may  have  approved  it  in  all  its 
fejitures,  ns  CHtablinhed,  I  am  not  able  to  say;  and  it  is  the  more 
diniciilt  to  make  the  discovery  now,  unless  the  private  papers 
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left  by  bim  should  give  the  information;  as  at  that  day  no  de- 
bates were  talven  down,  and  as  tlic  cx[iUiTiatory  votes*  if  there 
were  such,  may  have  occurred  in  Coiiiiuitlec  of  the  Whole  only, 
and  of  course  Dot  appear  in  the  Journals,  I  have  foinid  omong 
my  papers  a  printed  copy  of  the  Constitution  in  one  of  its 
stages,  which^  compared  with  the  Insirumeut  finally  agreed  to, 
sliews  some  of  the  changes  it  underwent;  but  in  no  ingtance  at 
wliose  suggestion,  or  by  whoso  votes. 

I  have  al?^o  a  printed  copy  of  a  sketched  Constitution,  which 
appears  to  have  been  the  prhnitive  draft  on  the  subject.  It  m 
BO  different  in  several  rej^pecta  from  the  Constitution  finally 
passed,  that  it  may  be  more  than  doubted  whether  it  was  from 
the  pen  of  your  grandfather.  There  h  a  tradition  that  it  was 
from  that  of  Merriwetlicr  Smith,  whose  surviving  papers,  if  to 
be  found  atnong  his  descendants,  might  throw  light  on  the  ques- 
tion. I  onght  to  be  less  at  a  loss  than  I  am  in  speaking  of  these 
cireumptanccsi  having  been  myself  an  added  merrd*er  to  the 
Committee.  But  such  has  been  the  lapse  of  time  that,  without 
any  notes  of  what  passed,  and  with  the  many  itrtervening  scene* 
absorbing  ray  attentioHj  my  memory  cannot  do  justice  to  my 
wishes.  Your  grandfatlier,  as  the  Journals  shew,  was  at  a  later 
day  added  to  the  Committee;  being,  doabtlcss,  not  present 
when  it  was  appointed,  or  he  never  would  have  been  over- 
looked. 

The  public  situation  in  which  I  had  the  best  opportunity  of 
being  acquainted  with  the  genius,  the  opinions,  and  the  public 
labours  of  Cob  Mason,  was  tliat  of  our  ro-scrvieo  in  the  Con- 
vention of  1787,  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  objections  which  led  him  to  withhold  his  name 
from  it  have  been  explained  Uj  himself  But  none  who  ditTercd 
from  him  on  some  points  will  deny  that  he  sustained  through- 
out the  proceedings  of  the  body  the  high  character  of  a  power- 
ful reasoner,  a  profound  statesman,  and  a  devoted  Kepublican. 

My  private  intercourse  with  him  was  chiefly  on  occasional 
visits  to  Gunston  when  journeying  to  and  from  the  Nortfi,  in 
which  bin  con ver nations  were  always  a  feast  to  me.  But  tliough 
in  a  high  degree  such,  my  recollection,  after  so  long  an  interval, 
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cannot  particularize  them  in  a  form  adapted  to  biographical 
U3e.  I  hope  others  of  his  friends  still  living,  who  enjoyed  more 
of  his  society,  will  be  able  to  do  more  justice  to  the  fund  of  in- 
structive observations  and  interesting  anecdotes  for  which  he 
was  celebrated. 

On  looking  through  my  files  for  a  correspondence  by  letter, 
I  find  on  his  part — 1.  A  letter  of  August  2,  recommending  R* 
Harrison  for  a  Consulate.  2.  Do.  of  April  3,  1781,  addressed 
to  the  Virginia  Delegates  in  Congress,  advising  a  duty  on  Brit- 
ish merchandise,  for  repairing  the  loss  sustained  from  depreda- 
tions on  private  property  by  British  troops.  3.  Do.  of  March 
28, 1785,  communicating  the  compact  with  Maryland  on  the  nar- 
igation  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Potowmac,  Ac.  4.  Do.  August 
9  and  December  7,  1785,  explaining  the  proceedings  in  the 
above  case.  5.  A  bill  concerning  titles  to  lands  under  actual 
surveys.  All  these  will  probably  be  found  in  copies  or  original 
drafts  among  the  papers  left  by  your  grandfather,  or  in  the 
Legislative  Archives  at  Richmond,  which  were  saved  when  those 
of  the  Executive  were  destroyed  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Of  letters  on  my  part,  I  do  not  find  a  single  one;  though  refer- 
ences in  his  prove,  as  must  have  been  the  case,  that  some  were 
received  from  me. 


TO  JARED   SPARES. 

MoNTPiLuiB,  Janaary  5th,  1828. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  two  days  ago  your  favor  of  December 
29.  That  of  August  25  came  also  safe  to  hand.  I  did  not 
acknowledge  it,  because  I  expected  soon  to  have  an  occasion 
for  doing  it  on  the  receipt  of  the  letters  since  put  into  the  hands 
of  Col.  Storrow.  Having  heard  nothing  from  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  conclude  that  he  retains  them  for  a  better  conveyance 
than  he  had  found,  although  I  am  not  without  apprehension  of 
some  casually  to  tlie  packet  on  the  way. 

For  a  reason  formerly  glanced  at,  namely,  the  advantage  of 
having  before  me  the  whole  of  my  correspondence  with  General 
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Washington,  in  estimating  liis  purpose  as  to  particular  portions 
of  it,  !  iVul  not  make  use  of  tlie  suggested  opportanitj  to  Wash- 
ington by  my  neigh bonr,  P;  P.  Barbour.  I  slmll  now  conform 
to  yonr  last  suggestion,  and  await  your  return  from  Europe. 
In  the  mean  time  I  thank  you  for  your  promise  to  send  me 
copies  of  letters  from  General  Washington  to  me,  which  are 
missing  on  my  files.  Thi?  I  hope  can  be  done  before  your 
departure. 

You  wish  me  to  say  whether  T  believe,  **  that  at  the  l>rginning 
of  the  Revolution,  or  at  the  assembliTJg  of  the  first  Congress, 
tho  leaders  of  that  day  were  resolved  on  Independence?''  I 
readily  express  my  entire  belief  that  tliey  were  not,  though  I 
must  admit  that  my  means  of  information  were  more  limited 
than  may  have  been  the  case  witli  others  still  living  to  answer 
the  enquiry.  My  first  entrance  on  public  life  was  in  May,  1776, 
when  I  became  a  member  of  the  Convention  in  Virginia,  which 
instructed  her  delegates  in  Congress  to  propose  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  Previous  to  that  date,  I  was  not  in  safficient 
communication  with  any  under  tiic  denomination  of  leaders,  to 
learn  their  sentimentB  or  views  on  the  cardinal  subject.  I  can 
only  say,  therefore,  that  so  far  as  ever  came  to  my  knowledge, 
no  one  of  them  ever  avowed,  or  was  understood  to  entertain,  a 
pursuit  of  Independence  at  the  assembling  of  the  first  Congress, 
or  for  a  very  coni^iderable  period  thereafter.  It  has  always 
been  my  impression  that  a  re-establisluneut  of  the  Colonial  re* 
lations  to  the  parent  country  previous  to  tlie  controversy  was 
the  real  object  of  every  class  of  people,  till  despair  of  obtaining 
it,  and  the  exasperating  effects  of  the  war,  and  tlie  manner  of 
conducting  it,  prepared  the  mind??  of  all  for  the  event  declared 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  as  preferable,  with  all  its  difBculties 
and  peril;?,  to  the  alternative  of  submission  to  a  claim  of  power, 
at  once  external,  unlimited,  irresponsible,  and  under  every 
temptation  to  abuse  from  interest,  andjition,  and  revenge.  If 
there  were  individuals  who  originally  aimed  at  Independence, 
their  views  must  have  l>ecn  confined  to  their  own  bosomi?,  or  to 
a  very  confidoutial  circle. 

Allow  me,  air,  to  express  anew  ray  best  wishes  for  a  success 

VOL.  III.  39 


(510  WORKS    OF    MADISON.  1828. 

in  your  historical  plan,  commensurate  with  its  extent  and  im- 
portance, and  my  disposition  to  contribute  such  mites  towards 
it  as  may  be  in  my  power. 

Do  me  the  favor  to  say  when,  and  from  what  port,  you  pro- 
pose to  embark.  May  I  venture  to  add  a  request  of  the  result 
of  your  enquiry  at  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  the  paper  in 
the  hands  of  Claypole,  as  far  as  it  may  be  proper  to  disclose  it, 
and  trust  it  to  the  mail? 


TO  H.   D.   GILPIN. 

MoNTPiLLiiB,  Jan7  10,  1828. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  yours  of  the  4th  instant,  and  am 
glad  to  learn  that  my  communications  of  October  last  were  ac- 
ceptable. 

In  reference  to  the  intimation  in  your  last  paragraph,  I  may 
only  Sciy  that,  feeling  what  is  due  to  its  motives,  and  judging  of 
the  work  about  to  be  re-edited  by  tlie  i)atrons  known  to  me,  I 
can  ofiFcr  no  objection  to  the  meditated  use  of  my  name,  but  the 
deficiency  of  its  title  to  such  a  mode  of  connecting  it  with  the 
great  occasion  which  furnished  peculiar  subjects,  as  well  for 
biographical  literature  as  for  national  gratitude. 


TO   H.   D.   GILPIN. 

Jaxt  H,  182a 

Dear  Sir, — Recollecting  that  there  must  have  been  associates 
in  the  biographical  connncraoration  of  the  Act  of  Independence, 
some  of  whom,  at  least,  may  not  share  in  the  partiality  which 
suggested  my  name  for  the  use  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  that  consideration,  added  to  the  one  conveyed  in 
my  answer,  induces  me  to  request,  that  if  an  inscription  of  the 
work  going  to  the  press  be  intended,  some  other  object  for  sudi 
a  mark  of  respect  may  be  preferred. 

I  beg  you  to  be  assured,  sir,  that  in  this  further  view  of  the 
subject,  I  retain,  without  diminution,  my  sense  of  the  frieudlv 
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motives  for  wlucli  T  repeat  my  acknowledgmentd,  with  renewed 

offers  of  Diy  cordial  salatations* 


TO  THOMAS  S.    GRIMKE. 

MoNTPKLusR,  Jam  15,  )8iS, 

I  return  my  thanks,  sir,  for  a  copy  of  a  Report  on  the  question 
of  reducing  tlie  Lawi?  of  Soiiili  Carolina  to  the  form  of  a  Code, 

Tlic  Report  presents  certainly  very  able  and  interci^ling  vicwH 
of  the  snbject^  and  can  leave  no  doubt  of  the  practicability  and 
utility  of  such  a  digest  of  the  stahite  law  as  would  prune  it  of 
its  redundancies  of  every  sort,  clear  it  of  its  ob.^curilie^,  imd 
introduce  whatever  changes  in  its  provisions  might  improve  its 
general  character*  Witliin  a  certain  extent,  the  remark  is  ap- 
plicable to  the  nn written  law  also,  which  uuust  lie  susceptible  of 
many  improvements  not  yet  made  by  legislative  enactments. 
How  far  a  reduction  of  the  entire  body  of  unwritten  law  into  a 
systematic  text  be  practicable  and  eligible,  is  the  only  question 
on  which  doubts  c^n  be  entertained.  And  here  tliere  seems  to 
be  no  insuperable  difhcnlt}"  in  elujisifying  and  defining  every 
portion  of  that  law,  provided  the  terras  employed  be  at  once 
guffieiently  general  and  sufficiently  technical;  the  first  requisite^ 
avoiding  details  too  voluminous;  the  last,  avoiding  new  terms, 
always  liable,  more  or  less,  till  made  technical  by  practice,  to 
discordant  interpretations.  It  has  been  observed,  that  in  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  several  codified  digests,  not  excepting  the 
Napoleon,  the  most  distinguished  of  them,  the  former  resort  in 
the  tribunals  lias  been  necessarily  continued  to  the  course  of 
precedents  and  other  recognized  antborities.  What,  indeed, 
would  the  Justinian  Code  be  witliout  the  explanatory  comments 
and  decrees  which  make  a  part  of  the  civil  law  ? 

One  of  the  earliest  tiets  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  after  the 
State  became  independent  jirovidcd  for  a  revisal  of  tlie  laws  in 
force,  with  a  view  to  give  it  a  systematic  character  accommo- 
dated to  the  Reindjlican  form  of  Government  and  a  meliorated 
spirit  of  legislation.     The  task  was  committed  to  five  commis- 
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sioncrs,  and  executed  by  three  of  them,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr. 
Wytho,  apd  Mr.  Pendleton.  In  a  consultative  meeting  of  the 
whole  number,  the  question  was  discussed  whether  the  common 
law  at  large,  or  such  parts  only  as  were  to  be  changed,  should 
be  reduced  to  a  text  law.  It  was  decided,  by  a  majority,  that 
an  attempt  to  embrace  the  whole  was  unadvisable;  and  the 
work,  as  executed,  was  accordingly  limited  to  the  old  British 
Statutes  admitted  to  be  in  force,  to  the  Colonial  Statutes,  to  the 
penal  law,  in  such  parts  as  needed  reform,  and  to  such  new  laws 
as  would  be  favoral)le  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  condition 
of  the  community.  In  the  changes  made  in  the  penal  law,  the 
Revisers  were  unfortunately  misled  into  some  of  the  specious 

errors  of ,  then  in  the  zenith  of  his  fame  as  a 

philosophical  legislator.* 

The  work  employed  the  Commissioners  several  years,  and 
was  reported  in  upwards  of  a  hundred  bills,  many  of  which 
were  readily,  as  others  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  passed 
into  laws,  the  residue  being  a  fund  still  occasionally  drawn  on 
in  the  course  of  legislation.  The  work  is  thought  to  be  partic- 
ularly valuable  as  a  model  of  statutDry  composition.  It  con- 
tains not  a  superfluous  word,  and  invariably  prefers  technical 
terms  and  phrases  having  a  settled  meaning  where  they  are  ap- 
plicable. The  copies  of  the  Report  printed  were  but  few,  and 
arc  now  very  rare,  or  I  should  be  happy  in  forwarding  one  in 
return  for  your  politeness.  I  may  mention,  however,  that  many 
years  ago,  at  the  request  of  Judge  H.  Pendleton,  of  South  Car- 
olina, then  engaged  in  revising  the  laws  of  the  State,  I  lent  him 
a  copy,  which,  not  having  been  returned,  may  possibly  be  traced 
to  the  hands  into  which  his  death  threw  it. 


TO  MR.  HONROB. 

MowTPSLLint,  Janoaiy  28, 1828. 
Dear  Sir, — I  received  by  the  mail  of  last  evening  yours  of 
the  18th. 
You  were  not  more  surprised  than  I  had  a  right  to  be  at  see- 

*  r  Beooaria. 
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ing  our  names  on  the  electoral  ticket.  After  my  letter  to  you, 
which  you  made  known  to  Col.  Mercer,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  CabelJ 
ia  the  moat  decided  terms;  and  he  inlbrma  me  he  made  the 
proper  use  of  it,  I  have  a  letter  from  Col.  Mercer  also»  cor- 
responding, doubtless,  with  his  to  you.  The  awkwardness 
thrown  upon  us  is  mucli  increased  by  the  delay  in  giving  the 
regular  notice.  To  anticipate  it  might  mark  an  unsuitable  fcel- 
iug  of  one  sort,  as  well  as  censure  on  the  delay.  To  be  silent 
too  long  loaves  room  for  inferences  of  another  sort,  also  to  he 
avoided.  The  latter  effect  will,  however,  be  corrected  by  our 
answers,  which  seem  to  be  suflicicntly  foretold,  whilst  there 
would  be  no  opportunity  t>f  doing  away  the  furmer.  As  there 
is  a  resolution  of  the  Convention  connecting  with  the  notifica- 
tion copies  of  the  proceedings,  which  require  some  time  for 
preparation,  the  delay  of  our  answers  ought  (o  be  accounted  ftir 
by  that  circmiistance.  I  hope  your  letter  to  Judge  Brooke  will 
pat  an  end  to  the  difficulty.  Should  his  answer  fail  of  doing 
it,  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  it,  with  your  view  of  the  course 
proper  for  us.  Should  it  become  necessary  not  to  wait  for  the 
usual  mode  of  notification,  it  may  be  a  question  wl»etlier  our 
answers  requiring  a  nomination  of  otlicrs  might  not  be  most 
properly  addressed  to  tlie  Committee  at  Richmond  which  is  to 
make  it,  bottoming  them,  in  that  case,  on  the  expediency  of  an 
early  notice  to  those  who  are  to  take  our  places.  My  answer, 
whenever  and  to  whomever  made^  will,  of  course,  withdraw  my 
name  from  tlie  ticket;  in  stating  the  grounds  for  which,  I  feel 
the  delicacy  of  the  task.  A  plea  of  neutrality  is  already  repre- 
sented as  a  claim  of  privilege  belonging  to  no  particular  citi* 
zens.  The  particular  ground  taken  by  you  cannot  be  altogether 
unsuited  to  my  case,  and  will  be  respected  by  all  in  proportion 
as  a  sense  of  delicacy  can  controul  the  feelings  of  party* 
Ileal th  and  every  other  happiness, 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brougham  urging  our  re- 
lease of  Professor  Long.  I  have,  admitting  our  disposition  to 
avoid  disappointing  the  latter,  urged  the  greater  facility  tliere 
than  here,  of  providing  a  temporary  substitute.     I  learn  from 
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tlt^  Rector  that  D**  Jones  h  expected  to  cotne  on  soon  to  the 
University,  having  relieved  himself  from  part  of  hi?^  term  with 
the  Franklin  Institute.  The  decisive  information,  lioweTer,  is 
to  come  from  General  Cocko,  who  has  been  our  correspondent 

with  the  Doctor, 


TO    N.    p.  TRIST, 

MoiiTP«LLicii«  Jan'  26,  IR2B, 

Deau  Sm, — Before  I  received  your  letter  I  had  not  adverted 
to  the  criticism  in  the  "Advocate"  on  Mr.  Rush^  nor  even  read 
the  criticism  ou  the  criticism;  being  diverted  from  it  by  the 
Bignature,  wliieh  I  nBcribed  to  the  author  who  has  published  so 
mucli  under  it,  and  whose  views  of  every  branch  of  the  subject 
I  thought  myself  ??ufiicientJy  acquainted  with. 

I  had,  indeed,  read  but  skimmiugly  the  Treasury  Report  it- 
self. I  was  certainly  not  struck  with  the  passage  in  rjueiitiou 
as  a  heresy,  and  suspect  that  it  must  have  been  mismiderstood 
by  those  who  denounce  it  as  such. 

How  far,  or  in  what  mode,  it  may  be  proper  to  countervail, 
by  encouragements  to  manufactures,  the  invitations  given  to 
agriculture,  by  superadding  to  other  lands  in  tlic  market  the 
vast  field  of  cheap  and  fertile  latid?^  opened  by  Congress,  is  as- 
suredly a  fair  subject  for  discussion.  But  that  such  a  field  is 
attractive  to  agriculture  as  much  as  an  augmentation  of  profits 
is  to  manufactures,  I  conceive  to  be  almost  bice  ckirius.  It  is 
true  that,  as  the  enlarged  sale  of  fertile  lands  may  be  increasingt 
the  food  and  other  articles  in  market  cheapen  them  to  the  maJK 
iifacturer,  and  so  far  operate,  f<»r  a  time  at  least,  as  an  encour- 
agement to  him;  but  the  advantage  bears  in  this  case  no  pm* 
portion  to  the  effect  of  a  redundancy  of  cheap  and  fertile  land^ 
in  drawing  of  capital,  as  well  as  that  cla.^s  of  popnlnf  Ion  from 
which  manufactories  are  to  be  recruited. 

The  actual  fall  in  the  price  of  land,  particularly  in  Virginia, 
may  be  attributed  to  several  causes:  L  To  tlie  uneert-ainty  and 
low  prices  of  the  crops,     2.  To  the  quantity  of  land  thrown 
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into  market  by  debtors  aud  tlie  defect  of  purchasers,  both  owing 
to  the  general  condition  of  the  j)eople,  not  diffienlt  but  unneces- 
gary  to  be  explained,  But  the  'M  and  main  cause  is  the  low 
price  at  wbich  fertile  lands  in  the  Western  market  are  attain- 
able, tempting  the  owners  licre  to  sell  out  and  convert  the  pro- 
ceeds, or  as  much  of  them  as  they  cuii  spare,  into  cheaper  and 
better  lands  tliere. 

Nothing  would  be  further  from  my  wishe&  than  to  withhold, 
at  proper  prices,  a  fair  supply  of  the  national  domain  to  emi- 
grants, whether  of  choice  or  of  necessity.  But  Iiow  can  it  be 
doubled  that,  in  proportion  as  the  sn|»ply  should  be  reduced  in 
quantity  or  raised  in  price,  emigration  would  bo  checked  and 
the  price  of  land  here  augmented? 

Put  the  case  that  the  dividing  mountains  were  to  become  an 
impassable  barrier  to  further  emigrations;  is  it  not  obvious  that 
the  price  of  land  on  this  side,  except  so  far  as  other  temporary 
causes  might  be  a  check,  would  spring  up  the  moment  the  fact 
was  known?  Or  take  another  case:  that  the  population  on  the 
other  side,  instead  of  being  there,  had  remained  and  been  added 
to  the  number  on  this;  can  it  be  believed  tliat  tlie  price  of  land 
on  this  would  be  as  low  as  it  is?  Suppose,  finally,  a  general 
reflux  of  the  Western  population  into  the  old  States;  a  like  ef- 
fect on  the  price  of  land  can  be  still  less  doubted. 

That  the  redundancy  and  cheaj>!)css  of  land  is  unfavorable  to 
manufactures,  in  a  degree  even  beyond  tlie  comparative  profit- 
ableness of  the  labour  bestowed^  is  sliewn  by  experience,  and  is 
easily  explained.  The  ]>ride  of  ownership  when  this  exists  or 
is  expected,  the  air  of  great  freedom,  the  less  of  constancy  and 
identity  of  application,  are  known  to  seduce  to  rural  life  the 
di'udges  in  workshops.  What  would  be  the  condition  of  Bir- 
mingham or  Manchester  were  40  or  50  oiillions  of  fertile  acres 
placed  at  an  easy  distance  and  ofl'ered  at  the  price  of  our  West- 
ern lands?  What  a  transfer  of  capital  and  difficnlty  of  retain- 
ing or  procuring  operatives  would  ensue!  And  although  tlio 
addition  to  the  products  of  the  earth,  by  cheapening  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  might  seem  to  favor  manuHicturcs,  tlie  advantage 
woubl  be  vastly  overbalanced  by  the  increased  price  of  labour 
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|iroduced  by  the  new  demand  for  it,  and  by  the  niperior  aun 
ivenesa  of  the  agricnltural  demand. 

Why  do  soch  nttmbers  flee  annaally  from  the  more  popoIoiB 
to  less  populous  parts  of  the  U.  States,  where  land  is  cheaper  T 
Evidently  becaase  less  labour  is  more  competent  to  supply  the 
neeBsaries  and  comforts  of  life*  Can  an  instance  be  produced 
of  emigrants  from  the  soil  of  the  West  to  the  manufactories  of 
Blassachusetts  or  Pennsylvania. 

Among  the  effects  of  the  transmigration  from  the  Atlantic 
region  to  the  tUtra-montane,  it  is  not  to  be  overlooked  that  be- 
sides reducing  ihe  price  of  land  in  the  former,  by  diminiabing 
the  proportion  of  inhabitants,  it  reduces  it  still  further  by  re- 
ducing the  value  of  its  products  in  glutted  markets.  This  is 
the  result  at  which  the  reasoning  of  the  **^  erased  "  [?]  fairly  ar- 
rived, and  justified  the  appeal  made  to  the  Southern  farmers  and 
planters  on  the  question  of  having  the  same  people  for  con- 
sumers of  their  vendibles,  or  rival  producers  of  them. 

But  whilst  I  do  justice  to  the  successfal  reasoning  in  the  oiset 
I  take  the  liberty  of  remarking,  that  in  comparing  land  with 
machinery  or  materials,  an  important  distinction  should  be  kept 
in  view.  Land,  unlike  the  latter,  is  a  co-operadng  telf-agent^ 
with  a  surface  not  extendible  by  art,  as  machines,  and  in  many 
eases  materials  also  may  be  multiplied  by  art,  Arkwright  s 
machmc,  which  co-operates  a  thousand  times  as  much  with 
human  agency  as  the  earth  does^  being  multlpliable  indefinitely, 
soon  sinks  in  the  price  to  the  mere  cost  of  construction*  Were 
the  surface  or  the  fertility  of  the  earth  equally  susceptible  of 
increase,  artificial  and  indefinite,  the  cases  would  be  parallel. 
The  earth  is  rather  a  source  than  an  instrument  or  material  for 
the  supplies  of  manufacturing,  except  when  used  in  potting  and 
brick  work. 

Having  thus  undertaken  to  criticise  a  criticism  on  a  point  of 
some  amount,  I  will  indulge  the  mood  as  to  a  very  minute  one. 
You  use  the  word  **doubtle8s/j/,"  As  you  may  live  long,  and 
may  write  much,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  save  the  reiterated 
ble  of  two  supernumerary  letters,  if  they  were  merely  sucL 
'If  there  be  no  higher  authority  than  the  Lexicography  of 


1828.  LETTERS.  617 

Johnson,  the  ly  is  apocryphal.  And  if  not  so,  the  cacophony- 
alone  of  the  elongated  word  ought  to  banish  it;  doubtless 
being,  without  doubt,  an  adverb,  as  well  as  an  adjective,  and 
more  used  in  the  former  than  the  latter  character. 


TO   Q.  C.  VERPLANCK. 

Fkb^  14.  1828. 

D*  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th,  with  a  copy 
of  the  **  Report  to  the  High  School  Society  of  N.  York,"  for 
which  I  return  my  thanks. 

No  feature  in  the  aspect  of  our  country  is  more  gratifying 
than  the  increase  and  variety  of  Institutions  for  educating  the 
several  ages  and  classes  of  the  rising  generation,  and  the  meri- 
torious patriotism  which,  improving  on  their  most  improved 
forms,  extends  the  benefit  to  the  sex  heretofore  sharing  too 
little  of  it.  Considered  as  at  once  the  fruits  of  our  free  system 
of  Government,  and  the  true  means  of  sustaining  and  recom- 
mending it,  such  establishments  are  entitled  to  the  best  praise 
that  can  be  offered,  and  I  congratulate  you,  sir,  on  the  exem- 
plary success  of  the  benevolent  and  comprehensive  one,  in  the 
patronage  of  which  you  are  so  prominent  an  associate. 


TO  GENERAL    LA   PAYETTE. 

MoNTPELLiBB,  Fcb^  20,  1828. 

Mr  DEAR  FRIEND, — ^Your  favor  of  October  27  has  been  some 
time  on  hand,  though  it  met  with  delays  after  it  got  into  port. 
My  health,  in  which  you  take  so  kind  an  interest,  was,  as  re- 
ported, interrupted  by  a  severe,  though  short  attack,  but  is  now 
very  good.  I  hope  yours  is  so,  without  having  suffered  any  in- 
terruption. 

I  wish  I  could  give  you  fuller  and  better  accounts  of  the 
Monticello  affairs.  Neither  Virginia,  nor  any  other  State,  has 
added  to  the  provision  made  for  Mrs.  Randolph  by  South  Car- 
olina and  Louisiana;  and  the  lottery,  owing  to  several  causes, 
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has  entirely  failed.     The  property  sold,  consisting  of  aS  tbp 
items  except  the  lands  and  a  few  pictures  and  other  omamflitt, 
was  fortunate  in  the  prices  obtained.      I  know  not  the  ciart 
amount,  but  a  balanco  of  debt  remains   which,  I   fear,  in  tk 
h'uukcn  value  and  present  wnsalablcness  of   landed  proprh. 
will  rccpiirc  for  its  discharge  a  more  successful  ubc  of  the  munv- 
scripts  proper  for  the  press  than  is  likely  to  be  soon  effcc^^l 
A  prospectus  has  been  lately  published  by  Mr.  Jefferson  Hvt 
dolph,  extending  to  3  or  4  octoivo  Tolumes,  and  coubi^— 
progress  is  made,  I  understand,  in  selecting  (a  \*ery  * 
task)  and  transcribing  (a  tedious  one)   the  mater  to  Is  tor  »v 
edition.     In  this  country,  also,  snbseriptiotis  in  the  ex'     '  ' 
for  will  rcipiire  time;  und  arrau«^emeut,s  are  3*et  to  i 
cotemporary  publications  in  England  and  France,  in  hotli  •^ 
which  ihcy  are,  us  tliey  ought  to  be*  contemplated.     I  )i  r 
prized  Mr.  RanJolf^h  of  your  friendly  dif^positions  with 
to  a  Frencli  edition,  Ac;  for  which  he  is  very  thankful,  tod 
means  to  profit  by.     From  tliis  vievi'  of  the  matter^  we  can  mh 
flatter  ourselves  that  the  result  wiU  be  earlier  than  the  proiunt. 
and  prove  adequate  to  the  occasion.     If  the  dtfBcnltie$  in  i^ 
way  of  the  euhirged  phm  of  iniblication  can  be  ov^  od 

the  work  have  a  sale  corresponding  with  its  intrin&L.  ..  ..^  il 
cannot  fail  to  be  very  productive.  A  memoir  making  ^furt 
of  it  will  be  particularly  attractive  in  France,  portraying  iiitl 
docs  the  Revolutionary  scenes,  whilst  Mr,  Jefferson  wm  is 
Paris,  Is  there  not  some  danger  that  a  censorship  may  shiil 
ttie  press  against  such  a  publication?  I  fear  the  transhitor  will 
be  obliged  to  skip  over  parts,  at  least;  and  tliose  if^rhaji*  ainoii; 
the  most  interesting. 

Mrs.  Madison  lias  just  received  a  letter  from  Mrs,  Randolph, 
in  widch  she  manitcsts  a  fixed  purpose  of  retarninpr  to  Virpnia 
in  the  month  of  May.  Ilcr  health  has  been  essentially  improred 
since  she  left  it,  ~ 

I  was  aware  when  I  saw  the  printed  letter  of  Mr.  Jeffei 
in  which  he  animadverts  on  licentious  printers,  that  if  seen  iq 
Europe  it  would  receive  the  misconstruction,  or  rather  perv«iv 
Bion,  to  which  you  allude.     Certain  it  is  that  no  man  more  tlisa 
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f     Mr.  Jefferson  regarded  tlie  freedom  of  the  press  as  an  essential 
Bufeguartl  to  free  GoverDment,  to  wliich  no  man  could  be  more 

I  devoted  than  he  was;  aud  that  he  never  couUl,  therefore,  liave 
expressed  ti  syllable  or  entertained  a  thought  unfriendly  to  it. 
I  have  not  supposed  it  worth  while  to  notice,  at  so  late  a  day, 
the  misprint  in  the  '* Enquirer''  to  which  you  refer,  because  I 
take  for  granted  that  a  correct  expression  of  what  you  said  on 
the  4t.h  of  Jnly  will  be  preserved  in  depositories  more  likely  to 
be  resorted  to  than  a  newspaper. 

We  learn  with  much  gratification  that  the  Greeks  are  rescued 
from  the  actual  atrocities  suffered,  and  the  horrible  doom  threat- 
ened from  the  successes  orthcir  savage  enemy.  The  disjiosition 
to  be  made  of  thein  by  ihe  mediatincf  Powers  is  a  problem  full 
of  anxiety.  We  hof^e  for  the  best,  after  their  escape  from  the 
worst.  We  are  particularly  gratified,  also,  by  the  turn  given 
111  the  elections  in  France,  so  little  expected  at  the  date  of  your 
letter,  and  which  must  give  some  scope  fur  your  patriotic  exer- 
tions. If  the  event  does  not  mean  all  that  we  wish  it  to  do,  it 
murks  a  progress  of  the  public  sentiment  in  a  good  direction. 
Your  speech  on  the  tomb  of  Manuel  is  well  calculated  to  nourish 
and  stimulate  it. 

I  well  knew  the  painful  feelings  with  which  you  would  ob- 
serve the  extravagances  produced  by  the  Presidential  contest. 
They  liave  found  their  way  into  the  discussions  of  Congress  and 
i^  the  State  Legislatures,  and  have  assumed  forms  that  cannot  be 
H  too  much  deplored.  It  happens,  too,  unfortunately^  that  the 
^M  cpiestiona  of  Tariff  and  of  Ronds  and  Canals,  which  divide  the 
"  public,  on  the  grounds  both  of  the  Constitution  and  of  justice, 
come  on  at  the  same  time,  arc  blended  with  and  greatly  m* 
crease  the  flame  kindled  !>y  the  electioneering  zeal.  In  Georgia 
fuel  was  derived  IVom  a  further  source,  a  discontent  at  the  tardy 
removal  of  the  Indians  from  lands  within  her  State  limits.  Reso- 
lutions of  lH>tfi  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  have  been  passed 
and  published,  which  aliroad  may  be  regarded  as  striking  at  the 

L Union  itself,  but  they  are  ebullitions  of  the  moment,  and  so  re- 
garded here,     I  am  sorry  that  Virginia  has  caught  too  much  of 
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the  prevailing  fever.  I  think  that  with  her,  at  least,  its  rpni* 
toms  are  abating* 

Your  answer  to  Mr.  Clay  was  included  in   ihe    i  ur 

testimony  published  l>y  hira,  in  repelling'  charges  iiiau  '^  j>t 
him.  Your  rccollectiona  could  not  fail  to  be  of  arail  loliHa, 
and  were  ^o  happily  stated  as  to  give  umbrae 

In  ihe  zeal  of  party,  a  large  and  lii«^bly  rr^  mr 

at  Richmond,  in  recommending  Presidential  electors,  were  W 
by  a  !jiisjudging:  policy  to  [mt  on  their  tickets  the  name?  of  Uf. 
Monroe  and  myself^  not  only  wltLout  our  sanction,  but  on  ^nir 
cicnt  presumptions  that  they  would  be  witbdrawa.  In  my  as- 
svver  to  that  effect,  I  have  ventm*ed  to  throw  in  a  dehortjUiui 
from  the  violent  nmnner  in  wlaeh  the  contest  is  r^rrH^,!  oil 
How  it  may  l>e  relished  by  the  parties  I  know  not. 

Yon  sympathize  too  mucli  with  a  country  that  eoutinu*>  lU 
affection  for  yon  withont  abatement,  not  to  be  anxious  to  kiior 
the  probable  result,  as  well  as  the  present  state  of  the  ardent 
contest.  I  can  only  say  that  the  party  for  General  Jackson  iff 
quite  confident,  and  tliat  for  Mr.  Adams  apparently  with  hot 
faint  hopes.  Whether  any  cliange,  for  which  there  is  tiinetViB 
take  place  in  the  prospect,  cannot  be  foreseen,  A  good  d«l 
will  depend  on  the  vote  of  New  York,  and  I  see  by  the  news- 
papers that  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Clinton  is  prodaeioffia 
both  parties  rival  appeals,  thronirh  obituary  calogies,  to  liie 
portion  of  the  people  particularly  attached  to  him. 

iliss  F.  Wright  lias  just  returned  in  good  health,  ria  N<nr 
Orleans,  to  her  establishment  in  Tennessee,  and  lias  anaounoed 
a  change  in  the  plan  of  it,  iu-obal)ly  not  unknown  to  yoti*  With 
her  rare  talents,  timl  .<t.ill  rarer  disinlerej^tedness,  she  Las,  I  few, 
created  insuperable  obstacles  to  the  good  fruits  of  which  they 
might  be  productive  liy  her  disregard,  or  rather  n    '"  of  tte 

most  established  opinions  and  vivid  feelings.     Be>i  r  viev^ 

of  amalgamating  the  white  and  black  population,  so  tiniTei^l; 
obnoxious,  she  gives  an  cchlt  to  her  notions  on  the  s«b|cct  of 
religion  an<l  of  marriage^  the  effect  of  which  your  knowl<Hkc 
of  this  country  can  readily  estimate.    Her  sister,  to  her  ^ 
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sencc,  liad  exchanged  lier  celibacy  for  the  state  of  wedlock — with 
what  companion  I  am  not  informed,  nor  whether  with  the  new 
or  old  ideas  of  the  conjugal  knot. 

Our  University  is  doing,  tliough  not  as  well  as  we  could  wish, 
as  well  as  could  be  reasonably  expected.  An  early  laxity  of 
discipline  had  occasioned  irregularities  in  the  habits  of  the  stu- 
dents which  were  rendering  the  Institution  unpopular.  To  this 
evil  an  effectual  remedy  has  been  applied.  The  studious  and 
moral  conduct  of  the  young  men  will  now  bear  a  comparison 
with  the  best  examples  in  the  United  States.  But  we  have 
been  unfortunate  in  losing  a  Professor  of  Mathematics,  who  was 
a  valuable  acquisition,  and  are  soon  to  lose  the  Professor  of 
Ancient  Languages,  whose  distinguished  competency  we  can 
scarcely  hope  to  replace.  Both  of  them  were  from  England, 
and  though  professing  to  be  friendly  to  this  country,  and  doing 
well  in  their  respective  stations,  preferred  a  return  to  their  na- 
tive home;  one  of  them  seduced  by  an  appointment  in  the  new 
University  in  London;  and  the  other,  it  is  supposed,  by  the  hope 
of  obtaining  an  appointment.  But  the  great  cause  which  re- 
tards the  growth  of  the  Institution  is  the  pecuniary  distress  of 
the  State,  the  effect  of  scanty  crops  and  reduced  prices,  with 
habits  of  expense,  the  effect  of  a  better  state  of  things.  The 
mass  of  our  people,  as  you  know,  consists  of  those  who  depend 
on  their  agricultural  resources,  and  the  failure  of  these  leaves 
it  in  the  power  of  but  few  parents  to  give  the  desired  education 
to  their  sons,  cheap  as  it  has  been  made  to  them.  We  cherish 
the  hope  of  a  favorable  change,  but  the  immediate  prospect  is 
not  flattering. 

My  mother,  little  changed  since  yon  saw  her,  rec*  with  mnch 
sensibility  your  kind  remembrance,  and  charges  me  with  the 
due  returns.  Mrs.  M.  joins  me  in  assurances  of  every  good 
wish  for  yourself,  your  son,  and  the  whole  household,  with  an 
extension  to  Mr.  Le  Vasseur.    Most  affectionately  yr". 
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TO  M.   VAN   BUREN. 

Feb'  21, 182S. 

J.  Madison,  with  his  respects  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  thanks  him 
for  the  copy  of  his  speech  in  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers  of 
the  Revolutionary  Army.  They  are  very  fortunate  in  having 
such  able  advocates.  It  is  a  painful  reflection  that,  after  all 
that  can  now  be  done,  so  much  of  the  price  of  Independence 
should  be  left  for  the  pages  of  History  as  a  charge  against  the 
justice  and  gratitude  of  the  Nation. 


TO  FRANCIS  BROOKE. 

MoNTPiLLiis,  Feb7  22d.  182S. 

Dear  Sir, — The  mail  of  last  evening  brought  me  your  circu- 
lar communication,  by  which  I  am  informed  of  my  being  nomi- 
nated by  the  Convention  at  Richmond,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
one  of  the  Electors  recommended  for  the  next  appointment  of 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  U.  States. 

Wliilst  I  express  the  great  respect  I  feel  to  be  due  to  my 
fellow-citizens  composing  that  assembly,  I  must  request  that 
another  name  be  substituted  for  mine  on  their  Electoral  ticket. 

After  a  continuance  in  public  life,  with  a  very  brief  interval, 
through  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years,  and  at  the  age  then 
attained,  I  considered  myself  as  violating  no  duty  in  allotting, 
for  what  of  life  might  remain,  a  retirement  from  scenes  of  politi* 
cal  agitation  and  excitement.  Adhering  to  this  view  of  my  sit- 
uation, I  have  forborne  during  the  existing  contest,  as  I  had 
done  during  the  preceding,  to  participate  in  any  measures  of  a 
party  character;  and  the  restraint  imposed  on  myself  is  neces- 
sarily strengthened  by  an  admonishing  sense  of  increasing 
years.  Nor  with  these  considerations  could  I  fail  to  combine  a 
recollection  of  the  public  relations  in  which  I  had  stood  to  the 
distinguished  individuals  now  dividing  the  favour  of  their  coun- 
try, and  the  proofs  given  to  both  of  the  high  estimation  in 
which  they  were  held  by  mc. 
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In  offering  tliis  explanation,  I  hope  I  may  bo  pardoned  for 
Bot  suppressing  a  wUh,  whii'li  munt  be  deeply  ami  extensively 
felt,  that  the  discussions  incident  to  the  depending  contest  may 
be  conducted  in  a  spirit  and  n^anner  neither  nnfavorable  to  a 
dii^passiooate  resnlt  nor  unworthy  of  the  great  and  advanciog 
cause  of  Representative  Government. 


TO   MR,   MONROE. 

FkhruarT  26,  1828. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  two  letters  of  the  13th  and  15th  inst.  came 
together  by  the  lust  jnail,  (Sunday  evening,)  too  late  to  be  ac- 
knowledged by  its  return  on  Monday  morning. 

I  had  received  the  printed  circular  of  Judge  Brooke,  notify* 
ing  oar  electoral  nominations,  on  Thursday  last,  but  in  the 
night,  and  it  could  not  be  answered  by  the  retorn  mail,  which 
passes  our  post  office,  between  five  and  six  miles  distant,  by  day- 
light. 

The  printed  date  on  the  letter  was  the  8th,  and  the  post-mark 
the  17th,  at  Richmond-  There  was  the  Ions  of  a  day  on  the 
road,  occasioned  by  high  waters,  and  a  loss  of  two  days  instead 
of  one  in  my  answer,  occasioned  by  the  two  days  intervening 
between  the  mails  of  Friday  and  Monday.  An  intervention  of 
one  day  only  occurring  to  the  two  other  mails  of  the  week,  it 
follows  that  my  answer  will  not  have  arrived  at  Richmond 
until  this  evening,  (Tuesday,)  unless  quickened  by  a  casual  con- 
veyance from  Orange  Court  House,  of  which  the  postmaster 
there  was  desired  to  take  advantage*  I  calculate  that  your 
answer  will  be  at  Richmond  about  the  same  time. 

The  delay  in  giving  us  notice  has  been  remarkable.  The 
resolution  of  their  meeting,  the  only  plea  for  it,  could  not  have 
required  the  postponement  of  the  notice  till  the  printed  doc- 
uments could  accompany  it.  It  ought  rather  to  have  been 
hastened,  that  the  answers  might  ascertain  the  accepting  indi- 
viduals to  whom  the  documents,  when  printed,  might  be  for- 
warded. 
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The  course  pursued  lias  been  misjudged,  and  will  probably 
receive  adversary  comments  proving  it  to  be  so.  To  us  it  has 
been  particularly  unpleasant  from  the  awkward  position  into 
which  it  threw  us  l)efore  the  public,  and  from  the  task,  delicate 
as  troublesome,  of  answering  friendly  letters  addressed  to  us 
on  the  occasion.  It  may  happen,  too,  that  our  public  answers 
are  not  to  escape  newspaper  remarks,  for  which  neither  of  us 
has  any  appetite. 

We  are  truly  concerned  for  the  indisposition  of  Mrs.  Monroe. 
Accept  our  best  wishes  for  the  restoration  of  her  health,  and 
for  all  happiness  for  you  both. 


TO  JONATHAN  ROBERTS. 

Feb^  29, 1828. 

I  have  received,  my  dear  sir,  your  friendly  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,  whicli  had  strayed  to  a  wrong  post  oflSce  before  it  got 
to  the  riglit  one.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  that  you  retain 
the  sentiments  which  grew  up  between  us  during  our  cotempo- 
rary  services  in  public  life,  and  I  do  every  justice  to  the  motives 
which  prompted  your  call  on  me  to  take  an  active  side  in  the 
contest  which  excites  so  much  angry  feeling.  You  will  prob- 
ably see  in  print  before  this  reaches  you  that  I  have  not  adopted 
the  course  which  appeared  to  you  as  due  to  the  present  con- 
juncture, and  the  considerations  which  led  me  to  decline  it.  I 
niight,  perhaps,  have  found  an  additional  one  in  the  opinion, 
entertained  by  not  a  few,  that  an  active  zeal  in  those  who  have 
been  honored  with  the  trust  most  exposed  to  public  jealousy,  in 
designating  and  procuring  successors,  is  not  only  unbecoming, 
but  on  that  very  account  forfeits  the  influence  at  which  it  aims. 
Nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that  after  passing  the  canonical 
epoch  of  three  score  and  ten,  few  individual  characters  can 
escape  successful  allusions  to  the  presumptive  operation  of  time 
in  dimming  the  intellectual  vision,  as  well  as  the  corporeal.  But 
may  I  not  ask,  my  good  friend,  how  it  is  that  whilst  you  plead 
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for  yourself  tlic  privilege  of  gray  liairs,  yoa  address  yoursolf  to 
IBG  as  if  an  addition  of  twenty  winters  over  my  head  gave  me 
no  snrli  iiretcnsion?  Wlion  you  reach  the  period  at  which  I 
find  myself,  you  will  be  a  better  judge  of  the  neutrality  of  my 
answer  to  the  Riclimond  Committee;  and  if  you  should  decide 
against  it  now,  I  must  appeal  to  a  review  of  the  case  when  you 
couut  the  years  under  which  the  auswer  was  given- 

I  concur  with  you  in  regrcttiug  the  erroneous  constructions 
of  the  Constitution  which  would  throw  an  nndue  weight  into 
the  scale  of  the  General  Goverooient;  and  we  probably  feel 
equal  regret  at  the  errors,  not  less  obvious  nor  less  certainly 
giving  a  preponderance  to  that  of  the  State  Governments*  It 
will  be  fortunate  if  the  struggle  sliould  end  in  a  permanent 
equilibrium  of  powers,  either  by  an  harmonious  construction,  or 
an  authoritative  amendment  of  the  Charter  which  defmes  them. 
It  seems  impossible  that  the  lengths  into  which  some  of  our 
politicians  are  running  can  fail  to  beget  alarms  in  all  friends 
of  the  Union  which  must  arrest  their  career. 


TO  O.  W.   PEATHER8T0NHAUGH. 

BlaetTpftLLiKs,  March  IS.  1828* 
)ear  Sm,— I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  Feb^  28,  and 
congratulate  you  on  your  return  from  your  transatlantic  visit, 
BO  rich  in  the  geological  spoils  of  a  foreign  region ,  and  with  the 
laudable  purpose  of  gathering  like  tributes  from  your  own. 

To  say  nothing  of  this  continent,  compared  with  the  other,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  tliat  the  0.  States  rival  in  that  kind  of  re* 
sources  any  equal  ]>ortion  of  the  other;  and  the  physical  fea- 
tures of  this  particular  State  would  seem  to  promise  its  full 
quota.  But  the  suliject  has  as  yet  received  so  little  of  scientific 
attention,  as  far  as  I  know,  that  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  name  to 
you  a  single  correspondent  who  could  be  relied  on  as  a  produc- 
tive one.  Our  State  Engineei*,  Mr*  Crozet,  formerly  of  West 
*  Point,  is  suggested  by  general  chai*acter  as  a  man  of  science, 
and  by  his  occupation  and  opportunities,  and  may  not  be  disin- 
VOL.  III.  40 
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dined  to  aid  your  views.     I  am,  however,  without  the  slightest 
acquaintance  with  him,  having  never  even  seen  him. 

For  myself,  you  are  very  justly  aware  of  the  disqualifying 
effect  of  time  on  my  personal  agency.  However  my  good 
wishes  may  expand  with  new  prospects  for  science,  or  for  the 
new  science  of  geology,  opened  by  the  inquisitive  genius  of  the 
age,  I  am  under  the  increasing  necessity  of  narrowing  the  field 
in  which  a  passive  curiosity  even  can  be  indulged.  I  can  only 
join  in  applauding  those  who  avail  themselves  of  the  proper 
stages  of  life,  and  of  their  superior  capacities,  for  enlarging  the 
sphere  of  human  knowledge.  And  this  is  only  to  be  done  in  the 
geological  section,  more  especially  in  the  mode  in  which  you 
are  co-operating,  that  of  bringing  into  comparative  views  the 
appropriate  materials.  Experiment  and  comparison  may  be 
regarded  as  the  two  eyes  of  Philosophy,  and  it  will  require,  I 
suspect,  the  best  use  of  both  to  reduce  into  a  satisfactory  system 
the  irregular  and  intermingled  phenomena  to  be  observed  on 
the  outside  and  the  penetrable  inside  of  our  little  Globe.  What- 
ever doubts  I  may  have  on  the  subject,  I  hope  you  will  have 
none  of  my  sincerity  in  the  esteem  and  cordial  respect  which  I 
pray  you  to  accept. 


TO   ISAAC   LEA. 

April  3d,  1828. 
D"  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  March  30.  No 
apology  was  necessary  for  the  enquiry  it  makes.  I  regret  only 
that  I  am  unable  to  furnish  the  information  wanted.  In  the 
year  1772, 1  was  in  a  distant  State,  where  I  received  a  part  of 
my  education,  and  if  the  Expedition  of  Captain  Wilder  for  the 
discovery  of  a  N.  W.  passage  came  at  any  time  to  my  knowl- 
edge, it  has  gone  entirely  out  of  my  recollection;  nor  could  I 
now  refer  to  any  living  individual  who  could  be  consulted  with 
a  prospect  of  success.  It  is  not  improbable  the  Virginia  news- 
papers of  that  period  may  contain  some  account  of  the  under- 
taking in  question.    But  I  do  not  possess  them,  nor  do  I  know 
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where  they  are  to  be  found,  unless,  indeed,  they  should  have 
been  included  in  the  Library  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  now  making  part 
of  that  of  Congress.  Should  this  be  the  case,  you  will  be  at  no 
loss  for  a  friend  at  Washington,  who  would  make  the  examina- 
tion for  you. 


TO  JAMES  MAURY. 

MONTPELLIIB,  Ap'  5,  1828. 

D*  Sir, — Your  favor  of  January  29-30,  with  the  interesting 
Gazettes  then  and  afterwards  kindly  sent,  have  been  duly  re- 
ceived. Your  friend,  Mr.  Hagarty,  has  not  yet  afforded  me  an 
opportunity  for  the  welcome  I  shall  feel  a  pleasure  in  giving 
him  over  my  threshold. 

Your  advice  to  the  tobacco  planters  is  very  good,  but  it  will 
not  be  followed,  for  three  reasons:  1.  Because  good  advice  is 
apt  to  be  disregarded.  2.  Because  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  sub- 
stitute. 3.  Because  the  fitness  of  Western  climates  for  that 
article,  and  the  fall  in  the  price  of  cotton,  would  defeat  the 
plan  of  a  stint  cultivation  in  Virginia.  The  present  hope  of 
relief  from  the  bad  market  for  our  agricultural  products  seems 
to  be  founded  on  attempts  at  manufactories,  for  which  several 
charters  of  incorporation  are  already  granted  by  the  General 
Assembly.  The  idea  is,  perhaps,  sound  enough  that  slave  labour 
is  well  adapted  to  them,  and  the  material  of  cotton  is  particu- 
larly convenient.  The  want  of  capital  and  managing  habits  are 
the  great  obstacles.  Should  these  requisites  be  tempted  hither 
from  the  Northern  States,  the  experiment  is  not  unpromising. 
It  is  much  stimulated  by  the  actual  state  of  the  market  for  the 
two  staples  of  flour  and  tobacco,  which  are  very  low;  the  for- 
mer crop  also  short,  and  the  quality  of  the  latter  inferior.  Un- 
less G.  Britain  should  favor  these  articles  more  than  is  proba- 
ble, we  must  be  driven  to  a  change  of  some  sort  that  will  have 
the  effect  of  reducing  our  imports  from  her,  within  our  means 
to  pay  for  them.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  two  nations,  having 
such  a  mutual  interest  in  fostering  liberal  intercourse,  should 
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have  it  thwarted  by  a  narrow  policy  on  either  side.  It  is,  in 
some  respects,  lucky  for  G.  Britain  that  her  commercial  rivals 
imitate  rather  than  take  advantage  of  her  restrictive  laws.  I 
observe  that  the  silk  manufactures  are  a  favorite  and  successful 
branch  at  present,  and  next  in  amount  to  the  cotton.  What 
would  be  the  effect,  if  France  and  other  competitors  were  to  say 
to  the  United  States,  favor  our  silk  fabrics  in  your  market  by 
reducing  the  duty  on  them  below  that  on  the  silks  of  our  rival, 
and  we  will  give  an  equivalent  encouragement  to  your  great 
staples  in  our  market?  There  is,  probably,  no  regulation  coun- 
tervailing the  British  laws  that  would  excite  so  little  objection 
in  the  United  States,  silks  being  an  article  of  luxury  and  fash- 
ion, and  the  use  of  them  not  materially  different  in  the  several 
States.  The  existing  Treaty  with  G.  Britain  may  create  a  diflS- 
culty  in  such  a  discrimination,  but  it  provides  for  its  own  repeal 
on  a  year's  previous  notice  by  either  party.  T  wish,  rather  than 
expect,  that  the  new  administration  in  England  would  fully 
meet  the  friendly  and  reciprocal  policy  of  the  U.  States,  and 
give  an  earnest  of  it  by  putting  an  end  to  the  Colonial  question. 
If  they  choose  to  prohibit  all  trade  to  their  Colonies  according 
to  the  monopolizing  code  of  nations  having  Colonies,  they  have 
a  right  to  do  so,  and  we  none  to  complain.  But  if,  departing 
themselves  from  that  code,  they  open  Colonial  ports  for  foreign 
trade,  the  rule  of  reciprocity  is  as  applicable  to  the  navigation 
in  that  case,  as  in  the  case  of'ports  elsewhere,  and  the  fact 
seems  not  to  have  been  sufficiently  noticed  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment is  the  only  one  that  has  ever  attempted  to  monopolize 
the  navigation,  when  permitted  at  all,  between  her  Coloniest  and 
foreign  ports.  It  has  not  been  unusual  for  Prance  and  Spain 
to  open  their  Colonial  ports  for  supplies  from  the  United  States, 
but  in  aU  sttch  easels  the  navigation  was  reciprocally  tree. 

Your  letter  of  Fel^'  24,  1827,  referring  to  remarks  in  the 
Liverpool  Mercury,  came  to  hand  in  due  time,  and  it  was  my 
intention  to  have  answered  it,  but,  unluckily,  the  newspapers 
were  taken  away  and  not  recovered.  You  were  very  safe,  I 
have  no  doubt,  in  the  ground  you  took  in  vindication  of  Vir- 
ginia as  to  the  slave  trade. 
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I  do  not  tOHcli  oa  our  political  agitations.  The  Presideutial 
canvaas  and  the  Uirif?  policy,  the  two  chief  causco  of  tlicin,  find 
their  way  to  you  throun:h  newspapers,  wliieli  I  take  for  granted 
you  have  abunday  t  opjiortuuitics  of  looldtig  into, 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  a  satisfactory  account  of  the 
prospects  for  the  Monticello  family.  The  examples  of  South 
Carolina  and  Louisiana  have  been  followed  by  no  other  States, 
not  even  by  Virginia.  The  scheme  of  a  lottery  fell  through  en- 
tirely. The  personal  estate,  except  a  few  articles  of  ornamental 
furniture,  was  sold  better  than  was  expected;  leaving,  how- 
ever, a  balance  of  debts,  which  a  sale  of  tiie  lauded  at  this  time 
would  probably  not  meet.  It  is  pro|»osed  to  publish,  at  an  early 
day,  three  or  four  volunies  of  ^h\  Jefferson's  nmnu^i^cripts,  which 
may  prove  a  considerable  resource,  if  circumstances  should  do 
justice  to  their  intrinsic  value. 

I  congratulate  you  on  tlie  vigour  of  your  health  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  you  hail  from.  But  if  you  select  a  precedent  f^u^ 
your  longevity^  T  recommend,  instead  of  Mr.  CarroITs,  that  of 
your  old  friend  my  nuJtherj  now  in  her  nincty-scveoth  year, 
wMcli  allows  you,  therefore,  a  certainty  of  fifteen  years  to  come, 
with  a  promise  of  still  more;  her  health,  at  present,  being  quite 
good.  She  always  receives  Avitli  pleasure,  and  directs  a  return 
of,  your  kind  recollections.  With  that,  accept  every  wish  for 
your  happiness  from  Mrs.  Madison  and  myself. 


TO  N,  P.  TRIST, 

MoNTiPSLLiBm,  ApHl  23d,  1828. 

Dear  Sib,^I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  17lli,  and 
thank  you  for  the  copy  of  Mr.  JcfIerson*s  letter  to  Mr.  Norvell, 
on  the  deceptive  and  licentious  character  of  the  press.  My 
answer  to  the  letter  of  General  La  Fayette,  referring  to  the 
abuse  abroad  of  that  of  ilr.  Jefferson,  in  decrying  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  appealed  for  an  antidote  to  the  known  attachment 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  a  free  press,  as  a  necessary  guardian  of  free 
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Government,  to  which  no  man  could  be  more  devoted  than  he 
was. 

There  is  but  too  much  truth  in  the  picture  of  newspapers  as 
sketched  in  the  letter  to  the  Philadelphia  printer.  But  the 
effect  of  their  falsehood  and  slanders  must  always  be  con- 
trouled  in  a  certain  degree  by  contradictions  in  rival  or  hostile 
papers  where  the  press  is  free.  The  complaint  nevertheless  ap- 
plies with  much  force  to  the  one-sided  publications  which  may 
happen  to  predominate  at  particular  periods  or  under  particu- 
lar circumstances.  It  is  then  that  the  minds  best  disposed  may 
be  filled  with  the  most  gross  and  injurious  untruths.  Those 
who  see  erroneous  statements  of  facts  without  ever  seeing  a  con: 
tradiction  of  them,  and  specious  comments  without  any  expo- 
sure of  their  fallacies,  will,  of  course,  be  generally  under  the 
delusions  so  strongly  painted  by  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  has  been 
said,  that  any  country  might  be  governed  at  the  will  of  olie 
who  had  the  exclusive  privilege  of  furnishing  its  popular  songs. 
Tlie  result  would  be  far  more  certain  from  a  monopoly  of  the 
politics  of  the  press.  Could  it  be  so  arranged  that  every  news- 
paper, when  printed  on  one  side,  should  be  handed  over  to  the 
press  of  an  adversary,  to  be  printed  on  the  other,  thus  present- 
ing to  every  reader  both  sides  of  every  question,  truth  would 
always  have  a  fair  chance.*  But  such  a  remedy  is  ideal;  and 
if  reducible  to  practice,  continual  changes  in  the  arrangement 
would  be  required  by  the  successive  revolutions  in  the  state  of 
parties,  and  their  effect  on  the  relative  opinions  and  views  of 
the  same  editors;  revolutions  producing,  when  not  duly  antici- 
pated and  provided  for  by  a  candid  ,  the  mortifying 
incongruities  and  perplexities  of  which  so  many  striking  exam- 
ples are  seen.  But  I  am  running  into  observations  as  unneces- 
sary on  the  present  occasion  as  they  would  probably  be  unavail- 
ing where  most  applicable. 

I  had  adverted  to  the  papers  subscribed,  "  the  spirit  of  '87," 

*  He  observed  that  it  would  be  doubtful  whether  the  reader  (with  the  existing 
inveteracy  of  party  feeliugs)  would  turn  the  paper  to  the  side  opposed  to  that 
he  had  embraced.  J.  C.  P. 
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before  my  attention  was  pointed  to  them.  The  analytic  and 
demonstrative  views  taken  of  the  subject  are  able  and  instruct 
ive.  If  liable  to  any  criticism,  it  is,  that  they  have  a  super- 
fluity of  those  meritorious  characteristics. 

Should  the  copy  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Norvell  have  left  a  blank 
requiring  another  copy,  I  will  return  the  one  sent  me. 


TO   SAMUBL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

J.  Madison  returns  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Southard  for  the  copy 
of  his  "Address  before  the  Columbian  Institute."  That  its 
public  eflfect  may  correspond  with  its  instructive  and  persuasive 
merits  must  be  the  wish  of  all  who  suflSciently  understand  that 
knowledge  is  the  only  elixir  of  immortality  or  even  longevity 
to  a  free  Government. 

J.  M.  is  very  sensible  that  the  address  has  done  him  far  more 
than  justice  in  some  respects;  but  it  has  given  a  just  view  only 
of  the  grounds  on  which  he  recommended  the  establishment  of 
a  University  within  the  District  of  Columbia.  These  grounds, 
whether  admitted  to  be  satisfactory  or  not,  are  very  diflFerent 
from  the  claim  of  an  indefinite  power  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  education,  with  which  the  recommenda- 
tion has  been  confounded.  And  he  cannot  allude  to  the  subject 
without  acknowledging  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Southard  in  his  ex- 
planatory remarks. 

May  4, 1828. 


TO  T.   J.   WHARTON. 

MoNTPBLLum,  May  5th,  1828. 
Dear  Sir, — I  received  in  due  time  your  favor  of  the  18th 
ult.,  accompanied  by  the  Report  on  the  Penal  Code,  &c. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  been  permitted,  by  other  engage- 
ments, to  give  to  the  whole  the  careful  perusal  which  I  infer,  from 
a  very  deficient  one,  it  well  merits.    My  attention  was  most  at- 


nw2 


^ORKS    OF    MADISOK. 


traded  to  what  relates  to  tlic  penitentiary  discipline  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  cruel  inflictions  so  disgraceful  to  penal  codes, 
and  I  eannot  withhold  the  praise  due  to  the  ability  with  which 
the  subject  ig  examined  and  presented.  The  lights  collected 
and  added  by  the  Report,  give  it  a  great  Legislative  value  crcrj- 
where.  On  the  questionys  incident  to  solitary  contineraent,  the 
facts  and  reflections  are  peculiarly  interesting.  They  amount 
to  a  very  strong  proof  that  it  is  inadmissible  in  the  constancy 
and  inocciipancy  whieli  hai*  Vjeen  supposed  to  constitute  its  apti- 
tude for  the  contemplated  purpose.  The  plan  preferred  in  the 
report,  of  combining  a  discriminating  proportion  of  the  solitary 
arrangement  with  joint  and  silent  labour,  under  tlie  eye  of  a 
superintendent,  if  this  can  be  enforced  with  the  success  antici- 
pated, seems  to  involve  all  the  desiderata  better  than  any  yet 
suggested* 

No  apology,  certainly,  could  have  been  necessary  for  a  free- 
dom of  remarks  on  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Virginia  Legis- 
lature; some  of  whieli  will  not,  I  am  persuaded »  be  revieweti 
with  complacency  by  the  more  enliglitened  members,  when  the 
political  fervor  which  produced  them  shall  have  cooled  down  to 
the  ordinary  temperature. 


TO  WILLIAM  WIBT, 

MOHTPtLLlSE,  MaJ  5th,  l^ig. 

Dear  Str,— -I  cannot  better  comply  with  the  wish  of  Mr. 
Eppes,  than  by  committing  to  your  perusal  the  inclosed  letter 
just  received  from  him.  You  are  probably  not  ignorant  of  his 
great  worth,  and  the  entire  confidence  due  to  whatever  facts  he 
may  state;  and  will^  I  am  sure,  feel  every  appropriate  disposi- 
tion to  favor  the  young  friend  he  so  warmly  recommends  as  far 
as  propriety  will  admit. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  remind  yon  of  the  letters  fi*om  Mr, 
Pendleton,  sent  you  some  years  ago  when  you  were  gatliering 
materials  for  tlie  Biography  of  Mr,  Henry?  I  am  now  putting 
into  final  arrangement  the  letters  of  my  correspondents,  and 
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those  ill  question,  tliough,  as  far  as  I  recollect^  of  no  peculiar 
importance,  will  fill  a  gup  left  in  a  series  from  a  pcciiiiarly  val- 
ued friend.  You  will  oblige  nie,  tlierefore^  by  enabling  mc  to 
make  (liat  use  of  them.  I  ask  ilje  favor  of  you,  also,  to  return 
at  due  time  the  letter  from  Mr.  Eppes,  which  I  may  have  occa- 
Bion  to  answer. 


I 


TO   JOHN  PINCH. 

MoMTPVLLiKit,  Haj  13,  1828« 

Dear  RiRj — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  and 
with  it  a  copy  of  your  "  Essay  on  (lie  effect  of  (he  Physical 
Geography  of  the  World  on  the  boundaries  of  Empires/* 

The  views  taken  of  the  subject  are  interesting,  and  some  of 
them  with  the  additional  merit  of  originality,  and  1  thank  you, 
sir,  for  the  communication  of  them. 

On  turning  from  the  past  to  the  future,  speculation  may  be 
invited  to  the  influcuco  of  lliose  boundaries  that  may  result 
from  new  modifications  of  Governments  and  the  operations  of 
art  on  the  Geographical  features  of  nature.  The  improvements 
in  political  science,  raoro  particularly  the  combination  of  the 
federal  and  representative  principle?^  seem  to  favor  a  greater 
expansion  of  Government  in  a  free  form  than  has  been  main- 
tainable under  the  most  despotic;  whilst  so  many  of  the  physi- 
cal obstacles  hitherto  determiuiug  tlie  boundaries  of  States  are 
yielding  to  the  means  which  now  render  mountains,  rivers,  lakes, 
and  seas,  artificially  passable  with  a  facility  and  a  celerity  which 
brings  distant  regions  within  the  compass  required  for  useful 
intercommunication.  Nor  should  the  telegraph,  with  its  prob- 
able improvements,  be  overlooked  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  con- 
venient exorcise  of  power  over  an  extended  space.  The  play 
which  moral  causes  may  have  in  deranging  the  influence  of  the 
pliysical  and  political  on  the  national  grouping  of  mankind,  do 
not  fall  within  the  precincts  of  anticipation.  The  power  of  rea- 
son,  and  tlie  lessons  of  experience,  are  the  only  safeguards 
against  such  of  them  as  are  most  to  be  deprecated. 
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TO  M.   VAN  BUBEN. 

Mat  13, 1828. 

Dear  Sib, — Perceiving  that  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  a  copy 
of  the  Report  to  the  Senate  relating  to  the  "  Colonization  of 
persons  of  colour,"  I  retorn  the  thanks  due  to  your  politeness. 
The  document  contains  much  interesting  matter,  and  denotes  an 
able  hand  in  the  preparation  of  it.  I  find  it  more  easy,  how- 
ever, to  accede  to  its  conclusion  against  the  power  claimed  for 
Congress  than  to  some  of  the  positions  and  reasonings  employed 
on  the  occasion. 

You  will  not,  I  am  sure,  take  it  amiss,  if  I  here  point  to  an 
error  of/act  in  your  "  observations  on  Mr.  Foot's  amendment." 
It  struck  me  when  first  reading  them,  but  escaped  my  attention 
when  thanking  you  for  the  copy  with  which  you  favored  me. 
The  threatening  contest  in  the  Convention  of  1787  did  not,  as 
you  supposed,  turn  on  the  degree  of  power  to  be  granted  to  the 
Federal  Government,  but  on  the  rule  by  which  the  States  should 
be  represented  and  vote  in  the  Government;  the  smaller  States 
insisting  on  the  rule  of  equality  in  all  respects;  the  larger,  on 
the  rule  of  proportion  to  inhabitants;  and  the  compromise  which 
ensued  was  that  which  established  an  equality  in  the  Senate  and 
an  inequality  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  contests  and  compromises  turning  on  the  grants  of  power, 
though  very  important  in  some  instances,  were  knots  of  a  leds 
"  Gordian  "  character. 


TO  EDWARD   EVEBBTT. 

JUMB  1, 182& 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  received  the  copy  of  your  speech  on  the 
1st  of  February  which  led  you  into  the  subject  of  our  foreign 
intercourse. 

It  is  justly  observed  that  there  are  no  subjects  within  the 
circle  of  our  Federal  transactions  on  which  the  public  mind  is 
more  susceptible  of  erroneous  impressions  than  the  arrange- 
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ments  and  provisions  for  diplomatic  missions.  The  explanatory 
views  you  have  given  of  tlie  policy  and  practice  which  have 
prevailed,  cannot  fail  to  be  useful  to  those  who  wish  to  form  a 
just  estimate  of  them. 


TO  THOMAS  LEHRB,  (nOT  SENT.) 

August  2d,  1828. 

D**  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  July  21,  and  offer  my 
acknowledgments  for  its  friendly  enquiries  concerning  my 
health,  a  blessing  which  I  enjoy  in  as  great  a  degree  as  could 
be  reasonably  looked  for  at  the  stage  of  life  to  which  I  am  now 
advanced. 

It  gives  me  much  pain  to  find  you  confirming  the  spirit  of 
disunion  said  to  prevail  in  your  State.  From  the  high  reputa- 
tion enjoyed  by  S.  Carolina  for  a  political  deportment,  marked 
not  less  by  a  respect  for  order  than  a  love  of  liberty,  from  the 
warm  attachment  she  has  ever  evinced  to  the  Union,  and  from 
her  full  share  of  interest  in  its  preservation,  I  must  say,  she  is 
among  the  last  States  within  wliich  I  could  have  contemplated 
sentiments  and  scenes  such  as  are  described.  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  they  will  be  as  transient  as  they  are  intemperate;  and  that 
a  foresight  of  the  awful  consequences  which  a  separation  of  the 
States  portends,  will  soon  reclaim  all  well-meaning  but  miscal- 
culating citizens  to  a  tone  of  feeling  within  the  limits  of  the  oc- 
casion; the  sooner,  as  it  does  not  appear  that  any  other  State, 
certainly  not  this,  however  disapproving  the  measures  com- 
plained of,  is  observed  to  sympathize  with  the  effect  they  are 
producing  in  South  Carolina. 

All  Governments,  even  the  best,  as  I  trust  ours  will  prove 
itself  to  be,  have  their  infirmities.  Power,  wherever  lodged, 
is  liable,  more  or  less,  to  abuse.  In  Governments  organized  on 
Republican  principles  it  is  necessarily  lodged  in  the  majority; 
which,  sometimes  from  a  deficient  regard  to  justice,  or  an  un- 
conscious bias  of  interest,  as  well  as  from  erroneous  estimates 
of  public  good,  may  furnish  just  ground  of  complaint  to  the  mi- 
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nority.  But  those  who  would  rush  at  once  into  disunion  as  an 
asylum  from  offensive  measures  of  the  General  Government, 
would  do  well  to  examine  how  far  there  be  such  an  identity  of 
interests,  of  opinions,  and  of  feelings,  present  and  permanent, 
throughout  the  States  individually  considered,  as,  in  the  event 
of  their  separation,  would  in  all  cases  secure  minorities  against 
wrongful  proceedings  of  majorities.  A  recurrence  to  the  period 
anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  existing  Constitution,  and  to 
some  of  the  causes  which  led  to  it,  will  suggest  salutary  reflec- 
tions on  this  subject. 


TO  MATHEW   CARET. 

1828. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  Aug.  20,  1828,  with  the  little 
pamphlet  accompanying  it,  for  which  I  return  my  thanks.  In 
selecting  the  manufactures  to  be  encouraged  by  a  tariff,  and 
settling  the  proper  degree  of  encouragement,  a  diversity  of 
opinion  is  quite  natural,  and  errors  of  decision  always  possible. 
But  a  denial  of  the  authority  in  Congress  to  impose  a  tariff  for 
such  purposes,  as  well  as  the  expediency  of  exercising  it  in  any 
case  if  they  had  it,  is  certainly  what  I  did  not  anticipate.  The 
brief  view  you  have  taken  of  the  question  seems  to  leave  no  room 
for  doubt  with  those  who  consult  the  original  interpretation  of 
the  Charter  and  the  long  established  practice  under  it. 


TO  JOSEPH   C.   CABELL. 

MoNTPiLLiKB,  September  18, 1828. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  late  letter  reminds  me  of  our  conversation 
on  the  constitutionality  of  the  power  in  Congress  to  impose  a 
tariff  for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures;  and  of  my  prom- 
ise to  sl^etch  the  grounds  of  the  confident  opinion  I  had  ex- 
pressed, that  it  was  among  the  powers  vested  in  that  body.  I 
had  not  forgotten  my  promise,  and  had  even  begun  the  task  of 
fulfilling  it;  but  frequent  interruptions  from  other  causes  being 
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followcrl  by  a  bilious  indisposition,  I  have  not  been  able  soorer 
to  comply  with  your  rofjncst.  The  ?*(ihjoiued  view  of  tlie  siib- 
ject  might  have  been  advantageously  ex|>anded;  but  I  leave 
that  improvement  to  jour  own  reflections  and  researches. 

The  Constitution  vest**  in  Congress  expre^ssly  "the  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises/'  and  *'the 
power  to  regfiilate  trade." 

Tliat  the  former  power,  if  not  particularly  expressed,  would 
have  been  included  in  the  latter,  as  one  of  the  object;^  of  a  gen- 
eral power  to  regulate  trade,  is  not  necessarily  impugned  by  it^ 
being  so  expressed.  Exa!Q[iIes  of  this  sort  cannot  sometimes  be 
easily  avoided,  and  are  to  be  seen  elsewhere  in  the  Constitution. 
Thus  the  power  *'to  deQne  and  punish  oflTenees  against  the  law 
of  nations"  includes  Mio  power,  afterward  particularly  ex- 
pressed, *'to  make  rules  concerning  captures,  ^c,  from  offead- 
ing  neutralSp"  So  also  a  power  *' to  coin  money  '^  wouhl  doubt- 
less include  that  of  "regulating  its  value,"  had  not  the  latter 
power  been  expressly  inserted.  The  term  taxes,  if  standing 
alone,  wonld  certainly  luivc  iuchided  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises. In  another  clause  it  is  said^  "no  tax  or  duty  shall  bo 
laid  on  exports,"  &c,  ITere  the  two  terms  are  used  as  synony- 
mous; and  in  another  clanse,  where  it  is  said,  "no  State  shall 
lay  any  imposts  or  duties/'  &c*,  the  terms  imposts  and  duties 
are  synonymous.  Pleonasms,  tautologies,  and  the  promiscuoos 
use  of  terms  and  phrases  differiag  in  their  shades  of  meaning, 
(always  to  be  expounded  with  reference  to  the  context,  and 
under  the  control  of  the  general  character  and  manifest  scope 
of  the  instrument  in  wlncli  they  are  found,)  are  to  be  ascribed, 
sometimes  to  the  purpose  of  greater  caution,  sometimes  to  the 
imperfections  of  language,  and  sometimes  to  the  imperfection 
of  man  himself.  In  this  view  of  the  subject  it  was  quite  natu- 
ral,  however  certainly  the  general  power  to  regulate  trade 
might  include  a  power  to  impose  duties  on  it,  not  to  omit  it  in 
a  clause  enumerating  the  several  modes  of  revenue  authorized 
by  the  Constitution.  In  few  cases  could  the  ^^  ex  majori  can* 
teW^  occur  with  more  claim  to  respect. 
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Nor  can  it  be  inferred  that  a  power  to  regulate  trade  does 

not  involve  a  power  to  tax  it,  from  the  distinction  made  in  the 

original  controversy  with  Great  Britain,  between  a  power  to 

regulate  trade  with  the  colonics  and  a  power  to  tax  them.    A 

power  to  regulate  trade  between  different  parts  of  the  empire 

;  was  confessedly  necessary,  and  was  admitted  to  lie,  as  far  as 

that  was  the  case,  in  the  British  Parliament;  the  taxing  part 

I  being  at  the  same  time  denied  to  the  Parliament,  and  asserted 

I  to  be  necessarily  inherent  in  the  colonial  Legislatures,  as  soflB- 

5  cient  and  the  only  safe  depositories  of  the  taxing  power.    So 

i  diflBcult  was  it,  nevertheless,  to  maintain  the  distinction  in  prac- 

-;  tice,  that  the  ingredient  of  revenue  was  occasionally  overlooked 

or  disregarded  in  the  British  regulations,  as  in  the  daty  on 

I  sugar  and  molasses  imported  into  the  colonies.     And  it  was 

•  fortunate  that  the  attempt  at  an  internal  and  direct  tax  in  the 

\  case  of  the  stamp  act,  produced  a  radical  examination  of  the 

subject  before  a  regulation  of  trade  with  a  view  to  revenue  had 

*i  grown  into  an  established  authority.     One  thing  at  least  is 

\  certain,  that  the  main  and  admitted  object  of  the  parliamentary 

regulations  of  trade  with  the  colonies  was  the  encouragement  of 

manufactures  in  Great  Britain. 

y  ^  But  the  present  question  is  unconnected  with  the  former  rela- 

1  '  tions  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  which  were  of  a 

peculiar,  a  complicated,  and,  in  several  respects,  of  an  undefined 

character.     It  is  a  simple  question  under  the  Constitution  of 

the  United  States,  whether  "the  power  to  regulate  trade  with 

i  foreign  nations,"  as  a  distinct  and  substantive  item  in  the  enu- 

merated powers,  embraces  the  object  of  encouraging  by  duties, 
restrictions,  and  prohibitions,  the  manufactures  and  products  of 
the  country.     And  the  affirmative  must  be  inferred  from  the 
i^  following  considerations: 

J  1.  The  meaning  of  the  phrase  *'to  regulate  trade''  must  be 

sought  in  the  general  use  of  it;  in  other  words,  in  the  objects 
to  which  the  power  was  generally  understood  to  be  applicable 
when  the  phrase  was  inserted  in  the  Constitution. 

2.  The  power  has  been  understood  and  used  by  all  commer- 
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cial  and  manufacturiDg  nations  as  embracing  the  object  of  en- 
couraging munuftictures*  It  h  believed  that  not  a  single  excep- 
tion can  be  named. 

3,  This  has  been  particularly  the  case  with  Great  Britain, 
whose  commercial  vocabulary  is  tlie  parent  of  ours.  A  primary 
object  of  her  commercial  regulations  is  well  known  to  have 
been  the  protection  and  encouragement  other  manufactures. 

4,  Such  was  understood  to  be  a  proper  use  of  the  power  by 
the  States  most  prepared  for  manufacturing  industry  wliilc  re- 
taining the  power  over  their  foreign  trade. 

5,  Such  a  use  of  the  power  by  Congress  accords  witli  Ihc  in- 
tention and  expectation  of  the  States  in  transferring  the  power 
over  trade  from  themselves  to  the  Government  of  the  United 

ites.  This  was  em[khatically  the  case  in  the  Eastern^  the 
"more  manufacturing  members  of  the  Confederacy.  Hear  tlie 
language  held  in  the  Convention  of  Massachusetts: 

By  Mr.  Dawes,  an  advocate  for  the  Constitution ,  it  was  ob- 
ecrved:  **  Our  manufactures  are  another  great  subject  which  has 
received  no  eneouragen)ent  by  national  duties  on  foreign  man- 
ufactures, and  they  never  can  by  any  authority  in  the  Old  Con- 
federation.-' Again:  *'  If  we  wish  to  encourage  our  own  inanu- 
factures,  to  preserve  our  own  commerce,  to  raise  the  value  of 
our  own  lands,  we  must  give  Congress  the  powers  in  question/' 

By  Mr.  Widgeryj  an  opponent:  '*  All  we  hear  is,  that  the 
merchant  and  farmer  will  flour! i^li,  and  that  the  mechanic  and 
tradesman  are  to  make  their  fortunes  directly,  if  the  Constitu- 
tion goes  down/' 

The  Convention  of  Massachusetts  was  the  only  one  in  New 
England  wliose  debates  have  been  preserved.  But  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  sentiment  tliere  expressed  was  common  to  the 
other  States  in  that  quarter,  more  especially  to  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island^  the  most  thickly  peopled  of  all  the  States,  and 
having,  of  course,  their  thoughts  most;  turned  to  the  subject  of 
manufactures.  A  like  inference  may  be  confidently  applied  to 
New  Jersey,  whose  debates  in  Convention  have  not  been  pre- 
served. In  the  populous  and  manufacturing  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  partial  account  only  of  the  debates  having  been  pul> 
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lislied,  nothing  certain  is  known  of  what  passed  in  her  Conven- 
tion oil  this  point.  But  ample  evidence  may  be  fonod  elsewliere, 
that  regulations  of  trade  for  the  encouragement  of  manufac- 
tures were  considered  as  within  the  power  to  be  granted  to  the 
new  Congress,  as  well  a?  within  the  Bcope  of  the  national  pol- 
icy. Of  the  States  south  of  Pennsylvania,  the  only  two  in  whose 
Conventions  the  debates  have  been  preserved  are  Virginia  and 
Nor  til  Carolina,  and  from  tliese  no  adverse  inforonce.s  can  l>e 
drawn.  Nor  is  there  tiie  elightctit  indication  that  either  of  the 
two  States  farthest  souths  whose  debates  in  Convention,  if  pro- 
served,  have  not  been  mado  public,  viewed  the  encouragement 
of  manufactures  as  not  within  the  general  power  over  trade  to 
be  transferred  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

6.  If  Congress  have  not  the  power,  it  is  annihilated  for  the 
nation;  a  policy  without  example  in  any  other  nation,  and  not 
within  the  reason  of  the  solitary  one  in  our  own.  The  example 
alluded  to  is  tlie  prohibition  of  a  tax  on  exports,  which  resulted 
from  the  apparent  impossibility  of  raising  in  that  mode  a  rev- 
enue from  the  States  proportioned  to  tlie  ability  to  pay  it;  the 
ability  of  some  being  derived  in  a  great  metu;ure,  not  from  their 
exports,  but  from  their  fisheries,  from  their  freights,  and  from 
commerce  at  large,  in  some  of  its  branches  altogether  external 
to  the  United  States;  the  profits  from  all  which  being  invisible 
and  intangible,  would  escape  a  tax  on  exports.  A  tax  on  im- 
ports, on  the  other  hand,  being  a  tax  on  consumption,  which  is 
in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the  consumers,  whencesoever  de- 
rived, was  free  from  that  inequality. 

7.  If  revennc  be  the  sole  object  of  a  legitimate  impost,  and 
tlie  encouragement  of  domestic  articles  be  not  within  the  power 
of  regulating  trade,  it  would  follow  that  no  monopolizing  or 
unequal  regulations  of  foreign  nations  could  be  counteracted; 
that  neither  the  staple  articles  of  subsistence  nor  Uie  essential 
implements  for  the  public  safety  could,  under  any  circumstances, 
be  ensured  or  fostered  at  home  by  regulations  of  commerce,  (he 
usual  and  most  convenient  mode  of  providing  for  both;  and  that 
the  American  navigation,  tbougli  the  source  of  naval  defence, 
of  a  cheapening  competition  in  carrying  our  valuable  and  bulky 
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articles  to  market,  and  of  an  independent  carriage  of  them 
during  foreign  wars,  wlien  a  foreign  navigation  miglit  be  with- 
drawn, must  be  at  once  abandoned  or  speedily  destroyed;  it 
being  evident  tliat  a  tonnaj^e  duty  merely  in  foreign  ports 
against  our  vessels,  and  an  exemption  from  such  a  duty  in  our 
ports  in  favour  of  foreign  vcgselt*,  must  have  the  inevitable  effect 
of  r»anisbing  ours  from  the  ocean. 

To  assume  a  [)owcr  to  prolcct  our  navigation,  and  the  cuUi- 
vation  and  fabricati<vi  of  all  articles  requisite  for  the  public 
safety  as  incident  to  the  war  power,  would  be  a  more  latitu- 
dinary  construction  of  the  text  of  the  Constitution  than  to  con- 
sider it  as  embraced  by  the  specified  power  to  regulate  trade;  a 
power  whic!)  has  been  exercised  by  all  nations  for  those  pur- 
poses, and  which  effects  those  purposes  with  less  of  intcrforence 
with  the  authority  and  convenience  of  the  States  than  might 
result  from  internal  and  direct  modes  of  encouraging  the  arti- 
cles»  any  of  whicli  modes  would  be  authorized,  as  far  as  deemed 
**  necessary  and  proper/'  by  considering  the  power  as  an  inci- 
dental power. 

8.  That  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  was  an  object  of 
the  power  to  regulate  trade,  is  proved  by  the  use  made  of  the 
powe3r  for  that  object  in  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress 
under  the  Constitution,  when  among  the  members  present  were 
80  inany  who  had  been  raernl>ers  of  the  Federal  Convention 
which  framed  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  State  Conventions 
which  ratified  it;  each  of  these  classes  consisting  also  of  mem- 
bers who  had  opposed  and  who  had  espoused  the  Constitution 
in  its  actual  form.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings  of  Congress  on  that  occasion,  that  the  power  was  de- 
nied by  any  of  them.  And  it  may  be  remarked,  that  members 
from  Virginia  in  particular,  as  well  of  the  anti-federal  as  the 
federal  parly^  the  names  then  distinguishing  those  who  had 
opposed  and  those  wlio  had  approved  the  Constitution,  did 
not  hesitate  to  propose  duties,  and  to  suggest  even  prohibi- 
tions, in  favour  of  several  articles  of  her  production.  By 
one,  a  duty  was  proposed  on  mineral  coal  in  favour  of  the 
Virginia  coal-pits  ;  by  another,  a  duty  on  hemp  was  proposed 
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to  encourage  tlie  growth  of  that  article  ;  and  by  a  third,  a  pro- 
hibition even  of  foreign  beef  was  suggested  as  a  measure  of 
HOund  policy.     [See  Lloyd's  DclxitesJ] 

A  farther  evidence  in  support  of  tlie  constitutional  power  to 
protect  and  foster  manufactures  by  regulations  of  trade,  an  evi- 
dence that  ought  of  itself  to  settle  the  question,  is  the  uniform 
and  practical  sanction  given  to  the  power  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  nearly  forty  years,  with  a  concurrence  or  acquiescence 
of  every  State  Government  throughout  the  same  period,  and,  it 
may  be  added,  tlirough  all  the  vicissitudes  of  party  which  marked 
the  period.  No  novel  construction,  however  ingeniously  devised, 
or  however  respectable  and  patriotic  its  patrons,  can  withstand 
the  weight  of  such  authorities,  or  the  unbroken  current  of  so 
prolonged  and  universal  a  practice.  And  well  it  is  that  this 
cannot  be  done  without  the  intervention  of  the  same  authority 
which  made  the  Constitution.  If  it  could  be  so  done,  there 
would  be  an  end  to  that  stability  in  government  and  in  laws 
which  is  essential  to  good  government  and  good  laws;  a  stabil- 
ity, the  want  of  which  is  the  imputation  which  has  at  all  times 
been  levelled  against  republicanism  with  most  effect  by  its  most 
dexterous  adversaries.  The  imputation  ought  never,  therefore, 
to  be  countenanced  by  innovating  constructions  without  any 
plea  of  a  precipitancy  or  a  paucity  of  the  constructive  prece- 
dents they  oppose,  without  any  appeal  to  material  facts  newly 
brought  to  light,  and  without  any  claim  to  a  better  knowledge 
of  the  original  evils  and  inconveniences  for  which  remedies  were 
needed;  the  very  best  keys  to  the  true  object  and  meaning  of  all 
laws  and  constitutions. 

And  may  it  not  bo  fairly  left  to  the  unbiased  judgment  of  all 
men  of  experience  and  of  intelligence  to  decide  which  is  most 
to  be  relied  on  for  a  sound  and  safe  test  of  the  meaning  of  a 
constitution,  a  uniform  interpretation  by  all  the  successive  au- 
thorities under  it,  commencing  with  its  birth,  and  continued  fo^^ 
a  long  period,  through  the  varied  state  of  political  contests?  (^ 
the  opinion  of  every  new  Legislature,  heated  as  it  may  be  "^.^ 
the  strife  of  parties,  or  warped,  as  often  happens,  by  the  c\^J^X 
pursuit  of  some  favourite  object,  or  carried  away,  possibl'v  ^er 
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the  powerful  eloquence  or  captivating  address  of  a  few  popular 
statesmen,  themselves  perhaps  iniaueuced  by  the  same  mislead- 
ing causes?  If  the  latter  test  is  to  prevail,  every  new  legisla- 
tive opinion  might  make  a  new  Constitution,  as  the  foot  of 
every  new  chancellor  would  make  a  new  standard  of  measure. 

It  is  seen  with  no  little  surprise  that  an  attempt  has  been 
made  in  a  highly  respectable  quarter,  and  at  length  reduced  to 
a  resolution  formally  proposed  in  Congress,  to  substitute  for 
the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  trade  so  as  to  encourage 
manufactures,  a  power  in  the  several  States  to  do  so,  with  the 
consent  of  that  body;  and  this  expedient  is  derived  from  a 
clause  in  the  10th  section  of  article  I  of  the  Constitution,  which 
says:  "No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any 
imposts  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  executing  its  inspection  laws;  and  the 
net  produce  of  all  duties  and  imposts  laid  by  any  State  on  im- 
ports and  exports  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States;  and  all  sucli  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  revis- 
ion and  control  of  the  Congress." 

To  say  nothing  of  the  clear  indications  in  the  journal  of  the 
Convention  of  1787,  that  the  clause  was  intended  merely  to 
provide  for  expenses  incurred  by  particular  States  in  their  in- 
spection laws,  and  in  such  improvements  as  they  might  choose 
to  make  in  their  harbours  and  rivers,  with  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress, objects  to  which  the  reserved  power  has  been  applied  in 
several  instances  at  the  request  of  Virginia  and  of  Georgia, 
how  could  it  ever  be  imagined  that  any  State  would  wish  to 
tax  its  own  trade  for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  if 
possessed  of  the  authority,  or  could  in  fact  do  so,  if  wishing  it? 

A  tax  on  imports  would  be  a  tax  on  its  own  consumption; 
and  the  net  proceeds  going,  according  to  the  clause,  not  into 
its  own  treasury,  but  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
the  State  would  tax  itself  separately  for  the  equal  gain  of  all 
the  other  States;  and  as  far  as  the  manufactures  so  encouraged 
might  succeed  in  ultimately  increasing  the  stock  in  market  and 
lowering  the  price  by  competition,  this  advantage  also,  procured 
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at  the  stile  expense  of  tljc  Ptate,  would  be  common  to  all  the 
others. 

But  the  very  suggestion  of  snrh  an  expedient  to  any  State 
would  have  an  air  of  mockery  when  its  ej'j>ctiem:ed  impractica- 
liility  is  taken  intx)  view.  No  one  who  recollects  or  recurs  to 
the  period  wlien  the  power  over  conimeree  was  in  the  individual 
States,  and  separate  attempts  were  made  to  tax  or  othcrwiBe 
roj^rihite  it,  needs  be  told  that  (he  attempts  were  not  only  abor- 
tive»  but,  by  demonRt rating  the  neecsi^ity  of  p^eneral  and  uniform 
reisfiilationa,  gave  the  original  impulse  to  the  constitutional  re- 
form which  provided  for  mvh  regulations. 

To  refer  a  State,  tlierefore,  to  the  exercis^e  of  a  power  as  re- 
served to  her  by  the  Constitution,  the  impossibility  of  exercisiner 
wliich  was  an  inducement  to  adopt  t!ie  Constitution,  i?,  of  all 
remedial  deviee^,  the  last  that  ought  to  be  brought,  forward. 
And  what  renders  it  the  more  extraordiuary  is,  that  as  the  tax 
on  commerce,  as  far  as  it  eonld  be  separately  collected,  instead 
of  belonjffing  to  the  treasury  of  the  State  as  previous  ic  the 
Constitution,  would  be  a  tribute  to  the  United  States;  the  Stat 
would  be  in  a  wor.^e  condition  after  the  adoption  of  tlie  Const 
tution  than  before,  in  relation  to  an  important  interest^  the  im- 
provement of  which  was  a  particular  object  in  adopting  the 
Constitution. 

Were  Congress  to  make  tlie  proposed  declaration  of  consent 
to  State  tariffs  in  favour  of  State  manufactures,  and  the  per- 
naitted  attempts  did  not  defeat  themselves,  what  would  be  the 
situation  of  States  deriving  their  foreign  supplies  through  the 
ports  of  otlier  States?  It  is  evident  that  they  mif^ht  be  com- 
pelled  to  pay,  in  tlieir  consumption  of  particular  articles  im- 
ported, a  tax  for  the  common  treasury,  not  common  to  all  the 
States,  without  havintr  any  mannflicture  or  product  of  their  own 
to  partake  of  the  contemplated  benefit. 

Of  the  impracticability  of  separate}  regulations  of  trade^  and 
the  resulting  necessity  of  general  regulations,  no  State  waij 
mon*  °'*"-»i*^'^  than  Virginia,     Sfie  was  accordingly  among  th§^ 
most  fbr  granting  to  Congress  a  power  adequate  to  the 
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object.  Oa  more  occasions  thau  one  in  the  proceedings  of  her 
Icgiglative  councils,  it  was  rocitedi  **  that  ilie  relative  situation 
of  the  States  had  been  found  on  trial  to  require  uni/ormiiy  in 
their  commercial  regulations  as  the  onti/  elTcctiia!  policy  for  ol>- 
taiiung  in  the  ports  of  forcij:^n  nations  a  Htipulation  of  privileges 
reciprocal  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  such  nations  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States;  for  preventing  animosities  wliich 
cannot  fail  to  arise  among  the  several  States  from  the  interfer- 
ence of  partial  and  separate  regulations;  and  for  deriving  from 
commerce  such  aids  to  the  public  revenue  as  it  ought  to  con- 
tribute/* Ac. 

During  tlic  delays  and  discouragements  experienced  in  the 
attempts  to  invest  Congress  with  the  necessary  powers,  the 
State  of  Virginia  made  various  trials  of  what  could  be  done  by 
her  individual  Jaws.  She  veotiircd  on  duties  atid  imposts  as  a 
source  of  revenue j  resolutions  were  passed  at  one  time  to  en- 
courage and  protect  her  own  navigation  and  sbip-building;  and 
in  consequence  of  complaints  and  petitions  from  Norfolk,  Alex- 
andria,  and  other  plnces,  against  the  muiiopoliying  navigation 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  particularly  in  the  trade  between  lite 
Untied  States  and  the  Briiish  West  Iiidks^  she  deliberated,  with 
a  purpose  controlled  only  by  the  inefficaey  of  separate  meas- 
nres,  on  the  experiment  of  forcing  a  reciprocity  by  proliibitory 
regulations  of  hor  own.  [5ee  Journal  q/'  Mouse  of  Dehgatea  in 
1785.] 

The  effect  of  her  separate  attempts  to  raise  revenue  by  duties 
on  imports  soon  appeared  in  representations  from  her  mer- 
chants, that  the  commerce  of  the  State  was  banished  by  them 
into  other  channels,  especially  of  Maryland,  where  imports  were 
less  burdened  than  in  Virginia.  [See  Journal  of  Souse  (/Del- 
egatesfor  1786.] 

Such  a  tendency  of  separate  regulations  was  indeed  too  mani- 
fest to  escape  anticipation*  Amoug  the  projects  prompted  by 
the  want  of  a  federal  anthority  over  commerce,  was  that  of  a 
concert  first  proposed  on  the  part  of  Maryland  for  a  uniformity  of 
reguhitions  between  the  two  States,  and  eonimissioncrs  were  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.     It  was  soon  perceived,  however,  that 
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the  conciif  rcnce  of  Pennsylvania  was  aa  necessary  to  Maryland 
ae  of  Maryland  to  Virginia,  and  the  concurrence  of  Pennsylva- 
nia was  acoordinj^ly  invited.  Bnt  Pennsylvania  could  no  more 
ronenr  without  New  York  tlian  Marvland  without  Pcnnsvlva- 
nia,  nor  New  York  without  the  concurrence  ^f  Boston,  &c. 
Tlie?e  projects  were  superseded  for  the  moment  by  that  of  the 
Convention  at  Annnpoli?^  in  178G,  and  forever  by  the  Conven- 
tion at  Philadidphia  in  1787,  and  the  Coiifltitution  which  wa«^ 
the  fruit  of  it. 

Tliere  is  a  passage  in  Mr,  Necker's  work  on  the  finances  of 
France  which  affords  a  signal  illustration  of  the  difficulty  of 
collectinfr,  in  contiguouii  communities,  indirect  taxes,  when  not 
tl»e  same  in  a!I,  by  the  violent  means  resorted  to  ajrainst  smug- 
gling  from  one  to  another  of  them.  Previous  to  the  late  revo- 
lutionory  war  in  that  country,  the  taxes  were  of  very  differcDt 
rates  in  the  different  provinces;  particularly  the  tax  on  Falt^ 
which  was  high  in  the  interior  provinces  and  low  in  the  marl- 
time:  and  the  tax  on  tobat^co,  which  was  very  high  in  general, 
while  in  Bome  of  the  provinces  the  use  of  the  article  was  alto- 
gether free.  The  consequence  was»  that  the  standing  army  of 
patrols  ugainst  smuggling  had  swollen  to  the  numV»er  of  twenty- 
tfireo  thousand;  the  annual  arreslsof  men,  women,  and  children 
engaged  in  smuggling,  to  five  thousand  five  Inindred  and  fifty; 
and  the  number  annually  arrested  on  account  of  salt  and  to- 
barco  alone,  to  seventeen  or  eighteen  hundred,  more  than  three 
hundred  of  whom  were  consigned  to  the  terrible  punishment  of 
the  galleys. 

May  it  not  be  regarded  as  among  the  providential  blessings 
to  these  Statesi  that  their  geognLphical  relations^  multiplied  as 
they  will  l>e  by  artificial  channels  of  intercourse,  give  Buch  ad* 
ditionjil  force  to  the  many  obligations  to  cherish  that  union 
wliich  alone  secures  their  peace,  their  safety,  and  their  proa 
pcrity?  Apart  from  the  more  obvious  and  awful  consecjaences 
of  llieir  entire  separation  into  independent  sovereignties,  it  h 
worthy  of  special  consideration,  that,  divided  from  each  other 
as  they  must  be  by  narrow  waters  and  territorial  lines  merely, 
the  facility  of  surreptitious  introductions  of  eontraband  articlB» 
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would  defeat  every  attempt  at  revenue  in  lljo  easy  and  indirect 
mocl^s  of  impost  and  excise;  m  t!mt  while  their  expenditures 
would  be  necessarily  and  vastly  increased  by  tlieir  new  situa- 
tion, they  would,  in  providing  for  them,  be  limited  to  direct 
taxeji  on  land  or  other  property,  to  arbitrary  assessments  on 
invi.siblc  funds,  and  to  the  odious  tax  on  persons. 

You  will  observe  that  I  Ijave  confined  myself,  in  what  baa 
been  said,  to  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  power 
in  Congress  to  encourage  domestic  products  l)y  regulations  of 
commerce.  In  the  exercise  of  the  power,  they  are  responsible 
to  their  constituents,  whose  right  and  duty  it  is,  in  that,  as  in 
nil  other  cuses,  to  bring  their  measures  to  the  test  of  justice  and 
of  the  general  good. 


TO  JOSEPH    C.   CABELL. 

OcrroBEn  I5th,  182a 

Dear  Sir,^ — I  have  duly  received  youi*  letter  of  September  27, 
The  object  of  mine  of  Sep'  18  was  to  suggest  the  topics  and 
references  which  have  occurred  to  me  as  supporting  a  constitu- 
tional doctrine  in  which  we  agreed,  and  in  which  I  know  yon 
to  feel  a  partictdar  interest.  If,  as  you  suppose,  a  publication 
of  the  views  taken  in  the  letter  of  the  Tariff  power  in  Congress 
might  have  a  useful  tendency,  tlie  present  cannot,  I  think,  be  the 
moment  for  making  the  experiment.  Every  political  subject 
brought  before  the  public,  however  detached  in  its  purpose,  is 
now  mingled  with  the  all-absorbing  one  of  the  Presidential 
contest,  and  judged  according  to  the  bearing  ascribed  to  it  by 
the  imaginations  or  suspicions  of  heated  partisans.     To  obtain 

fair  hearing  for  the  power  in  question,  it  must  be  best  to  wait, 
It  least,  till  the  public  mind  shall  be  left,  by  the  approaching 
termination  of  that  contest,  in  a  more  cool  and  tranquil  state. 
Arguments  and  evidences  which,  after  that  event,  might  be  heard 
with  patience,  and  even  candour,  by  those  appealed  to,  would, 
iu  theii'  existing  excitement,  be  received  with  a  prejudice,  and 
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with  perhaps  hasty  cominitraeats,  very  unfavorable  to  the  result 
wished  for. 

I  felt  much  regret  at  not  being  able  to  join  my  colleagues  on 
the  1st  instant.  My  health  was  in  too  feeble  a  state  for  such  a 
trial  of  it.    It  begins  now  to  be  decidedly  improving. 


TO  JOSEPH   C.   CABELL. 

MoNTPKLLiiB,  October  30,  1828. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  letter  of  September  18, 1  stated  briefly  the 
grounds  on  which  I  rested  my  opinion,  that  a  power  to  impose 
duties  and  restrictions  on  imports  with  a  view  to  encourage  do- 
mestic productions  was  constitutionally  lodged  in  Congress. 
In  the  observations  then  made  was  involved  the  opinion,  also, 
that  the  power  was  properly  there  lodged.  As  this  last  opinion 
necessarily  implies  that  there  are  cases  in  which  the  power  may 
be  usefully  exercised  by  Congress,  the  only  body  within  our 
political  system  capable  of  exercising  it  with  eflfect,  you  may 
think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  point  out  cases  of  that  description. 

I  will  premise  that  I  concur  in  the  opinion,  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  individuals  ought  to  be  deemed  the  best  judges  of  the  best 
application  of  their  industry  and  resources. 

I  am  Aeady  to  admit,  also,  that  there  is  no  country  in  which 
the  application  may  with  more  safety  be  left  to  the  intelligence 
and  enterprise  of  individuals  than  the  United  States. 

Finally,  I  shall  not  deny  that,  in  all  doubtful  cases,  it  becomes 
every  Government  to  lean  rather  to  a  confidence  in  the  judg^ 
ment  of  individuals,  than  to  interpositions  controlling  the  free 
exercise  cf  it. 

With  all  these  concessions,  I  think  it  can  be  satisfactorily 
shown  that  there  are  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  now  ex- 
pressed by  the  phrase  "  let  us  alone,"  forming  cases  which  call 
for  interpositions  of  the  competent  authority,  and  which  are  not 
inconsistent  with  the  generality  of  the  rule. 

1.  The  theory  of  "let  us  alone"  supposes  that  all  nations 
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concur  iu  a  perfect  freedom  of  commercial  intercourse.  Were 
tliia  the  case,  they  would,  in  ii  commercial  view,  be  but  one  na- 
tion, aa  much  as  the  several  districts  composing  a  particular 
nation;  and  the  theory  would  be  as  applicable  to  flic  former  as 
to  the  latter.  But  this  golden  age  of  free  trade  has  not  yet  ar- 
rived; nor  is  there  a  single  nation  that  lias  set  the  examtde.  No 
nation  can,  indeed,  safely  do  so,  until  a  reciprocity  at  least  bo 
ensured  to  it.  Take,  for  a  proof,  the  familiar  case  of  the  navi- 
gation employed  in  a  foreign  commerce.  If  a  nation,  adhering 
to  the  rule  of  naver  interposing  a  countervailing  prolectiou  of 
its  vessels,  admits  foreign  vessels  into  Its  ports  free  of  duty, 
while  its  own  vessels  are  subject  to  a  duty  in  foreign  ports,  the 
ruinous  effect  is  so  obvious  that  the  warmest  advocate  for  the 
theory  in  question  must  shrink  from  a  universal  application  of 
it. 

A  nation  leaving  its  foreign  trade  in  all  cases  to  regulate 
itself,  might  soon  find  it  regulated  by  other  nations  into  a  sub- 
serviency to  a  foreign  ioteretit.  In  the  interval  between  the 
peace  of  1783  and  the  establishment  of  the  present  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  the  want  of  a  general  antiiority  to  regu- 
late trade  is  known  to  have  had  this  consequence.  And  have 
not  the  pretensions  and  jwHcy  latterly  exhibited  by  Great  Brit* 
ain  given  warning  of  a  like  result  from  a  renunciation  of  all 
countervaib'iig  regulations  on  the  part  of  the  United  States? 
Were  slic  permitted,  by  conferring  on  certain  portions  of  her 
domain  the  name  of  Culonien,  to  0[>en  from  these  a  trade  for 
herself  to  foreign  countries,  and  to  exclude  at  the  same  time  a 
I'cciprocal  trade  to  soch  Colonies  by  foreign  countries,  the  uso 
to  be  made  of  the  monopoly  needs  not  be  traced.  Its  character 
will  be  placed  in  a  just  relief  by  supposing  that  one  of  the  Co- 
lonial islands,  instead  of  its  present  distance,  happeoed  to  be  in 
the  vicinity  of  Great  Britain;  or  that  one  of  tlie  islands  in  that 
vicinity  should  receive  the  name  and  be  regarded  in  the  light 
of  a  Colony,  with  the  peculiar  privileges  claimed  for  Colonies, 
Is  it  not  manifest  that  in  this  case  the  favoured  island  might  be 
made  the  sde  medium  of  the  commercial  intercourse  with  for- 
eign naiMmSf  and  the  parent  country  thence  enjoy  every  essen- 
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tial  advant'igc,  as  to  the  terms  of  it,  which  would  flow  from  an 
unreciprocal  trade  from  her  other  ports  with  other  nations  ? 

Fortunately,  the  Britisli  claims,  however  speciously  coloured 
or  adroitly  managed,  were  repelled  at  the  commeDcement  of  oui' 
commercial  career  as  an  iudei)endent  people,  and  at  successive 
epochs  under  the  existing  Constitution,  both  in  legislative  discus- 
sions and  in  diplomatic  negotiations.  The  claims  were  repelled 
on  the  solid  ground  that  the  Colonial  trade,  as  a  right/td  monop- 
oly, was  limited  to  the  intercourse  between  the  parent  country 
and  its  Colonies,  and  between  one  Colony  and  another;  the  whole 
being  strictly  in  the  nature  of  a  coasting  trade  from  one  to 
another  port  of  the  same  nation;  a  trade  with  which  no  other 
nation  has  a  riglit  to  interfere.  It  follows  of  necessity,  that  the 
parent  country,  whenever  it  opens  a  Colonial  port  for  a  direct 
trade  to  a  foreign  country,  departs  itself  from  the  principle  of 
Colonial  monopoly,  and  entitles  the  foreign  country  to  the  same 
reciprocity  in  every  respect  as  in  its  intercourse  with  any  other 
ports  of  the  nation. 

This  is  common  sense  and  common  right.  It  is  still  more,  if 
more  could  be  required;  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  establislied 
usage  of  all  nations,  other  than  Great  Britain,  which  have  Col- 
onies. Some  of  those  nations  are  known  to  adhere  to  the  mo- 
nopoly of  tlieir  Colonial  trade  with  all  the  rigour  and  constancy 
which  circumstances  permit.  But  it  is  also  known,  that  when- 
ever, and  from  whatever  cause,  it  has  been  found  necessary  or 
expedient  to  open  their  Colonial  ports  to  a  foreign  trade,  the 
rule  of  reciprocity  in  favour  of  the  foreign  party  was  not  re- 
fused, nor,  as  is  believed,  a  right  to  refuse  it  pretended. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  reciprocity  was  dictated  by  a  defi- 
ciency of  the  commercial  marine.  France  at  least  could  not  be, 
in  every  instance,  governed  by  that  consideration;  and  Holland 
still  less;  to  say  nothing  of  the  navigating  States  of  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  which  have  rarely,  if  ever,  enforced  a  Colonial  monop- 
oly. The  remark  is  indeed  obvious,  that  the  shipping  liberated 
from  the  usual  conveyance  of  supplies  from  the  parent  country 
to  the  Colonies  might  be  employed  in  the  new  channels  opened 
for  them  in  supplies  from  abroad. 
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Reciprocity,  or  an  equivalent  for  it,  is  the  only  rule  of  inter- 
course among  itidopfuidenf.  coniiaunities;  and  no  niition  ought 
to  admit  a  doctrine,  or  adopt  an  invariable  policy,  which  would 
preclude  tho  counteracting  nieai^ures  necessary  to  enforce  tho 
rule. 

2,  Tlie  theory  supposes,  moreover,  a  perpetual  peace;  a  sup 
position,  it  is  to  be  feared^  not  less  chimerical  than  a  universal 
fi'eedom  of  commerce. 

The  effect  of  war  among  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
nations  of  the  world,  in  raising  the  wages  of  l^fbour  and  the 
cost  of  its  products,  with  a  like  effect  on  the  charges  of  freight 
and  in^»u ranee,  need.s  neither  proof  nor  explanation.  In  order  to 
determine,  therefore,  a  question  f»f  ecoiioirjy  between  de[»cnding 
on  foreign  supplies  and  encouraging  domestic  substitutes,  it  is 
neceissary  to  compare  the  probable  periods  of  war  with  the  prob- 
able ]»eriod8  of  peace;  and  tlie  cost  of  the  domestic  encourage- 
ment in  times  of  peace  with  the  cost  added  to  foreign  articles  in 
times  of  war* 

During  the  last  century,  the  periods  of  war  and  peace  have 
been  nearly  equal.  The  effect  of  a  state  of  war  in  raising  tho 
price  of  imported  articlen  cannot  be  estimated  with  exactness. 
It  is  certain,  liowever,  that  the  increased  price  of  particular  ar- 
ticles may  make  it  clieaper  to  manufacture  tJiem  at  home. 

Taking,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  an  equality  in  the  two 
periods,  and  the  cost  of  an  imported  yard  of  cloth  in  time  of 
war  to  be  nine  and  a  half  dollars,  and  in  time  of  peace  to  be 
seven  dollar.^,  while  the  same  couhl  at  all  times  be  manufactured 
at  liome  for  eight  dollars,  it  is  evident  that  a  tariff  of  one  dob 
lar  and  a  quarter  on  the  imported  yard  would  protect  the  home 
manufacture  in  tinie  of  peace,  and  avoid  a  tux  of  one  and  a  half 
dollars  imposed  by  a  state  of  war* 

It  cannot  be  said  tliat  tlie  manufactories  which  could  not  sup- 
port themselves  against  foreign  competition  in  periods  of  peace 
would  spring  up  of  themselves  at  tlie  recurrence  of  war  prices. 
It  must  Iju  obvious  to  every  one,  that,  apart  from  tho  difficulty 
of  groat  and  sudden  changes  of  employment,  no  prudent  capi- 
talists would  engage  in  expensive  establishments  of  any  sort  at 
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tlic  commcBCCinent  of  a  war  of  uncertain  duration,  witJi  a  cer- 
tainty of  having  them  cru.slM?tl  by  tho  return  of  peace. 

The  strictest  economy,  thercibro,  suggests,  as  exceptions  to 
tho  general  rule,  an  estimate  in  every  giren  case,  of  war  and 
peace  periods  and  prices,  witli  inferences  therefrom,  of  tlm 
amount  of  a  tariiF  which  might  be  afforded  during  peace,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  tho  tax  resuUiaj^  from  war.  And  it  will  occur  at 
once  that  the  inferences  will  be  strengthened  by  adding  to  the 
supposilion  of  wars  wholly  foreign,  that  of  wars  in  which  our 
own  country^night  be  a  party. 

3.  It  is  an  opinion  in  whicli  all  must  agree,  that  no  nation 
ought  to  bo  unnecessarily  dependent  on  others  for  the  munitions 
of  public  defence,  or  for  the  nmtenals  essentia!  to  a  naval  force, 
where  the  nation  has  a  maritime  frontier  or  a  foreign  commerce 
to  [>rotoct.  To  this  class  of  exceptions  to  the  theory  may  bo 
added  the  instruments  of  agriculture  and  of  mcehauic  arts, 
whicli  :<upply  the  other  primary  want.^  of  the  community.  The 
time  has  been  when  many  of  these  were  derived  from  a  foreign 
source,  and  some  of  tbein  might  relaj)se  into  that  dependence 
were  the  encouragement  to  the  fabrication  of  them  at  homo 
withdrawn.  But,  as  all  foreign  sources  must  be  liable  to  inter* 
ruptions  too  inconvenient  to  be  hazarded,  a  provident  policy 
would  favour  an  iuternal  and  independent  source  as  a  reason- 
able exception  to  the  general  rule  of  consulting  cheapness 
alone. 

4.  There  are  cases  where  a  nation  may  be  so  far  advanced  in 
the  pre-requisitcs  for  a  jiarticular  branch  of  manufactures,  that 
this,  if  once  brought  into  existence,  would  support  itself;  and 
yet,  unless  aided  in  its  naseent  and  infunt  state  by  public  cn- 
conragomcnt  and  a  eontidcnee  in  jjubiic  protection,  ftiight  re* 
main*  if  not  altogether,  for  a  long  time  unattcmpted,  or  at- 
tempted wilhout  success.  Is  not  our  cotton  manufacture  a  fair 
example?  However  favoured  l>y  an  advantageous  command 
of  tho  raw  material,  and  a  machinery  which  dispenses  in  so  ex- 
traordinary a  proportion  with  nmnunl  labour,  it  ii*  quite  proba- 
ble that,  without  the  impulse  given  by  a  war  cutting  off  foreign^ 
supplies  and  the  patronage  of  an  early  tariff,  it  might  not  even 
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yet  have  ci'tablislicd  itself;  and  pretty  certain  tlmt  it  wonld  be 
far  short  of  the  prosperous  condition  which  enables  it  to  face, 
in  foreign  markets,  the  fabrics  of  a  nation  tliat  defies  all  other 
competitors.  Tfie  niiTnber  must  be  small  that  would  now  pro- 
nounce this  maniifacturiiig  boon  not  to  have  been  cheaply  pur- 
chased by  the  tariff  whicli  nursed  it  into  its  present  maturity. 

5.  Should  it  happen,  as  has  V)een  suspected,  to  l»e  an  object, 
though  not  of  a  foreign  Government  itself,  of  its  great  maun- 
facturiTi«;?  capitalists,  to  strangle  in  the  cradle  the  infant  manu- 
factures of  an  extensive  customer  or  an  anticipiited  rival,  it 
would  surely,  in  such  a  case,  bo  incumbent  on  the  suffering  party 
8o  far  to  make  an  exception  to  the  "let  alone"  policy  as  to 
parry  the  evil  by  opposite  regulations  of  its  foreign  commerce, 

6.  It  is  a  common  objection  to  the  public  enconragement  of 
particular  brancho.'^i  of  indu>^fryr  that  it  calls  off  laliourers  from 
other  branches  found  to  be  more  profitable;  and  the  objection 
is,  in  general,  a  weighty  one.  But  it  loses  that  character  in 
proportion  to  the  effect  of  the  encourngement  in  attracting 
skilful  labourers  from  abroad.  Something  of  this  sort  has  ab 
ready  taken  place  among  ourselves,  and  much  more  of  it  is  in 
prospect;  and  as  far  as  it  has  taken  or  may  take  place,  it  forms 
an  exception  to  the  general  pnlicy  in  quastion. 

The  history  of  manufactures  in  Great  Britain,  the  greatest 
manufacturing  nation  in  the  world,  informs  ns,  tliat  the  woollen 
branch,  till  of  late  her  greatest  branch,  owed  both  its  original 
and  subsequent  growths  to  persecuted  exiles  from  the  Nether- 
lands; and  tliat  her  silk  nmnnfactures,  now  a  flourishing  and 
favourite  branch,  were  not  less  indebted  to  emigrants  flying 
from  the  persecuting  edicts  of  France.  [Anderson^s  History  of 
Commerce,] 

It  appears^  indeed,  from  the  general  history  of  manufacturing 
industry,  that  the  prompt  and  successful  introduction  of  it  into 
new  situations  has  been  the  result  of  emigrations  from  coantries 
in  which  manufactures  had  gradually  grown  up  to  a  prosperous 
Btate;  as  into  Italy,  on  thet\ill  of  the  Greek  Empire;  from  Italy 
into  Spain  and  Flanders,  on  the  loss  of  liberty  in  Florence  and 
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otiicr  cities;  and  from  Flanders  and  Prance  into  England,  aaj 
alx»ve  noticed.     [FninkUns  Canadian  Panqyiikt.] 

In  tlifi  selection  of  cases  here  made,  as  exceptions  to  the  "let 
alone"  theory,  none  have  been  included  whicli  were  deemed  coa- 
irovcrtiblc;  and  if  I  have  viewed  them,  or  a  part  of  them  only, 
in  their  true  light,  they  show  whnt  was  to  be  shown,  that  the 
[»owcr  granted  to  Congress  to  encourage  domestic  producli*  by  i 
regnlatiom^  of  foreign  trade  w^s  properly  granted,  inat^much 
the  power  is,  in  effect,  confined  to  that  body,  and  may,  when  ex- 
ercised with  a  sonnd  legislative  discretion^  provide  the  better 
for  the  i?afety  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 


It  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  strictures  on  the  letters 
from  J,  Madi^^on  to  J.  C,  Cabell  have  in  the  least  invalidated 
the  coni^titutionality  of  the  power  in  Congress  to  favour  do- 
mestlt  manufactares  by  regulating  the  commerce  with  foreign 
nations. 

1*  That  this  regulating  power  embraces  the  object  remains 
fully  sustained  by  the  uncontested  fact  that  it  has  been  so  un- 
derstood and  excrcit?ed  by  all  commercial  and  manufacturing 
nations,  particularly  by  Great  Britain;  nor  is  it  any  objection 
to  tlie  inference  from  it,  that  those  nations,  unlike  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  had  all  other  powers  of  legislation  as  well 
as  the  i>ovver  of  regulating  foreign  commerce,  since  this  was  the 
]»articular  and  appropriate  power  by  wlilch  the  encouragement 
of  manufactures  w^as  effected. 

2*  It  is  equally  a  fact  that  it  was  generally  understood  among 
the  States  previous  to  the  establislmient  of  the  present  Consti* 
tution  of  the  United  States,  that  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
nmnnfaeturcs  by  regulations  of  foreign  commerce,  particularly 
liy  duties  and  reslrictions  on  foreign  manufactures,  was  a  legiti- 
mate and  ordinary  exercise  of  the  power  over  foreign  com- 
merce; and  that,  in  transferring  this  power  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  United  States,  it  was  anticipated  that  it  would  be  exer- 
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cised  more  effectually  than  it  could  be  by  the  States  individu- 
ally. [See  Lloyd's  Debates  and  otlier  publications  of  the  pe- 
riod.] 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  a  riglit  to  vindicate  its  commercial, 
manufacturing,  and  agricultural  interests  against  unfriendly 
and  unreciprocal  policy  of  other  nations,  belongs  to  every  na- 
tion; that  it  lias  belonged  at  all  times  to  the  United  States  as 
a  nation;  that,  previous  to  the  present  Federal  Constitution, 
the  right  existed  in  the  governments  of  the  individual  States, 
not  in  the  Federal  Government;  that  the  want  of  such  an  au- 
thority in  tlie  Federal  Government  was  deeply  felt  and  de- 
plored; that  a  supply  of  this  want  was  generally  and  anxiously 
desired;  and  that  the  authority  has,  by  the  substituted  Consti- 
tution of  the  Federal  Government,  been  expressly  or  virtually 
taken  from  the  individual  States;  so  that,  if  not  transferred  to 
the  existing  Federal  Government,  it  is  lost  and  annihilated  for 
the  United  States  as  a  nation.  Is  not  the  presumption  irre- 
sistible, that  it  must  have  been  the  intention  of  those  -who 
framed  and  ratified  the  Constitution,  to  vest  the  authority  in 
question  in  the  substituted  Government?  and  does  not  every 
just  rule  of  reasoning  allow  to  a  presumption  so  violent  a  pro- 
portional weight  in  deciding  on  a  question  of  such  a  power  in 
Congress,  not  as  a  source  of  power  distinct  from  and  additional 
to  the  constitutional  source,  but  as  a  source  of  light  and  evi- 
dence as  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  Constitution? 

3.  It  is  again  a  fact,  that  the  power  was  so  exercised  by  the 
first  session  of  the  first  Congress,  and  by  every  succeeding  Con- 
gress, with  the  sanction  of  every  other  branch  of  the  Federal 
Government,  and  with  universal  acquiescence,  till  a  very  late 
date.  [Sec  the  Messages  of  the  Presidents  and  the  Reports 
and  Letters  of  Mr.  Jefferson.] 

4.  That  the  surest  and  most  recognised  evidence  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Constitution,  as  of  a  law,  is  furnished  by  the  evils 
which  were  to  be  cured  or  the  benefits  to  be  obtained;  and  by 
the  immediate  and  long-continued  application  of  the  meaning 
to  these  ends.    This  species  of  evidence  supports  the  power  in 
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queBiion  in  a  degree  which  cannot  be  resisted  without  destroj 
ing  all  stability  in  social  iustitutions^  and  all  the  advantages 
of  known  and  certain  rutos  of  conduct  in  the  intercourse  of 
life. 

5*  Altliongh  it  might  be  too  much  to  »ay  that  no  case  could 
arise  of  a  cliai*acter  overruling  the  highest  evidence  of  prece- 
dents and  practieo  in  expounding  a  constitntion,  it  may  b« 
safely  affirmed  that  no  case  which  is  not  of  a  character  far  mon 
exorbitant  and  rninonsi  tban  any  now  existing  or  that  ha,^  ( 
currod,  can  authorize  a  dii^regard  of  the  precedents^  and  prac- 
tice which  sanction  the  constitntional  power  of  Congress  ki 
encourage  domestic  manufactures  by  regulations  of  foreigii  com* 
merce. 

The  importance  of  the  question  concerning  the  authority  al 
precedents,  in  expounding  a  conntitution  as  well  as  a  law,  wit 
justify  a  more  full  and  exact  view  of  it.* 

It  has  been  objected  to  the  encottragement  of  domestic  manu- 
factures by  a  tariff  on  imported  ones,  that  duties  and  impose 
are  in  tlie  clause  specifying  the  sources  of  revenue,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  applied  to  the  encouragement  of  rnanufactiires 
when  not  a  source  of  revenue. 

But,  L  It  does  not  follow  from  the  applicability  of  dutiet 
and  imposts  under  one  clause  for  one  usual  purpose,  that  tlicr 
are  excluded  from  an  a|»[»lleability  under  another  clauiie  to  an* 
other  purpose,  also  requiring  tliem,  and  to  which  they  hare  ako 
been  usually  applied,  2.  A  history  of  that  clause,  a^  traced  ia 
the  printed  journal  of  the  Federal  Convention,  will  throw  light 
on  tlio  suhject.t 

It  appears  that  the  clause,  as  it  originally  stood,  simply  ex 
pressed  "a  power  to  lay  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  exciiN^* 
without  pointing  out  the  objects;  and,  of  course,  leaving  thoQ 
applicable  in  carrying  into  effect  the  otlier  specified  powenu 
It  appears,  farther,  that  a  solicitude  to  prevent  any  constrnottTe 

«  See  letter  of  J.  M.  to  C.  J.  IngersoU,  Jane  25,  1631,  on  Xhe  subject  of  ikit 
f  8e«  letter  of  J.  M  ,  to  Andrew  Stereoeon,  November  27,  1830,  IV\  121, 
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danger  to  the  validity  of  public  debts  contracted  under  the  su- 
perseded form  of  govemmeot^  led  to  the  addition  of  the  words 
**to  pay  the  debts," 

This  phraseology  having  the  appearance  of  an  appropriation 
limited  to  the  payment  of  debts,  an  express  appropriation  was 
add^'il  'Tor  the  expenses  of  the  Government,"  ifec. 

But  even  this  was  considered  as  sliort  of  the  objects  for  which 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  might  be  required;  and  the 
more  eomprehensive  provision  was  made  by  substituting  "for 
expenses  of  Government*'  the  terms  of  the  old  Confederation, 
viz.:  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
making  duties  and  imposts,  as  well  as  taxes  and  excises,  appli- 
cable not  only  to  payment  of  debts,  but  to  the  common  defence 
a»d  general  welfare. 

The  question  tlien  is,  What  is  the  import  of  that  phrase,  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare,  in  its  actual  connexion?  The 
import  which  Virginia  has  always  asserted,  and  still  contends 
for,  is;  that  they  are  explained  and  limited  to  the  enumerated 
objects  subjoined  to  them,  among  wliich  objccta  is  the  regulation 
of  foreign  commerce;  as  far^  therefore,  as  a  tariff  of  duties  is 
necessary  and  proper  in  regulating  foreign  commerce  for  any 
of  the  usual  purposes  of  such  regulations,  it  may  be  imposed  by 
Congress,  and,  consequently,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
manufactures,  which  is  a  well-known  purpose  for  which  duties 
and  impo^^ts  have  been  usually  employed*  This  view  of  the 
clause  providing  for  revenue,  instead  of  interfering  with  or  ex- 
cluding the  power  of  regulating  foreign  trade,  corroborates  the 
rightful  exercise  of  power  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures. 

It  may  be  thought  that  the  Constitution  might  easily  have 
been  made  more  explicit  and  precise  in  its  meaning.  But  the 
same  remark  might  be  made  on  so  many  other  parts  of  the  in- 
strtiment,  and,  indeed,  on  so  many  parts  of  every  instrument  of 
a  complex  character,  that,  if  completely  obviated,  it  would  swell 
every  paragraph  into  a  page,  and  every  page  Into  a  volume; 
and,  in  so  doing,  have  tlie  effect  of  multiplying  topics  for  criti- 
cism and  controversy, 

VOL.  ni.  42 
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The  best  reason  to  be  assigned,  in  this  case,  for  not  having 
made  the  Constituhon  moro  free  from  a  charge  of  uneertaiaty 
in  its  meauing,  is  believed  to  be,  that  it  was  not  suspected  that 
any  such  charge  would  ever  take  pU\ce;  and  it  appears  tliat  no 
such  charge  did  take  place,  during  the  early  period  of  the  Con- 
stitution, when  the  meaning  of  ita  authorB  could  be  best  as- 
certained, nor  until  many  of  the  contemporary  lights  had  in 
the  lapse  of  time  been  extinguished-  How  often  does  it  hap- 
pen, that  a  notoriety  of  intention  diminishes  the  caution  against 
its  being  misunderstood  or  doubted!  Wbat  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  of  the  Virginia  Bill  of 
Rights,  if  not  expounded  with  a  reference  to  that  view  of  their 
meaning? 

Those  wlio  assert  that  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  is 
not  within  the  scope  of  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce, 
and  that  a  tariff  is  exclusively  appropriated  to  revenue,  feel  the 
diflieulty  of  finding  authority  for  objects  which  they  cannot  ad- 
mit to  be  unprovided  for  by  the  Constitution;  such  as  ensuring 
internal  supplies  of  necessary  articles  of  defence,  the  counter- 
vailing of  regulations  of  foreign  countries,  &c.,  unjust  and  inju- 
rious to  our  navigation  or  to  our  agricultural  products-  To 
bring  these  objects  within  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress, 
they  are  obliged  to  give  to  the  power  **  to  regulate  foreign  com- 
merce''an  extent  that  at  the  same  time  necessarily  embraces 
the  encouragement  of  manufactures;  and  how,  indeed,  is  it  pos- 
sible to  suppose  that  a  tariff  is  applicable  to  the  extorting  from 
foreign  Powers  of  a  reciprocity  of  privileges,  and  not  applicable 
to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  an  object  to  which  it  has 
been  far  more  frequently  applied? 


TO  JOSEPH  0.   OABELL. 

MoiTTPKLUiR,  Dec  &iht  1028. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  received,  though  somewhat  tardily,  your 
letter  of  November  20*  Since  mine  of  the  10th  acknowledged 
it,  I  have  written  you  two  others  requesting  further  correctioas 


1628. 


LETTERS. 


659 


• 


of  my  remarks  on  the  **  Tariff/'  addressed  in  both  instances  to 
Edgewood,  with  a  duplicate  of  the  last  forwarded  to  Rich- 
mond. 

Has  not  the  passage  iu  Mr.  Jefferson's  letter  to  Mr,  Giles,  to 
which  you  allude,  denouncing  the  assumptions  of  power  by  the 
General  Government,  been  in  some  respects  misunderstood? 
"Tliey  assume,"  ho  says,  ''indefinitdi/,  t]»at  also  over  agriculture 
and  manufactures."  It  would  seem  that,  writing  confidentially, 
and  probably  in  haste,  bo  did  not  discriminate  with  the  care  he 
otherwise  might  have  done,  between  an  assumption  of  power 
and  an  abuse  of  power;  relying  on  the  term  ''indefinitely  "  to  in- 
dicate an  excess  of  the  latter,  and  to  imply  an  udmission  oditk/i- 
m7€  or  reasonable  use  of  the  power  to  regulate  trade  fur  the  en- 
couragement of  manufacturing  and  agricultural  products.  This 
view  of  tlie  subject  is  rccoiuDieuded  by  its  avoiding  a  variance 
with  Mr.  Jeftcrson'a  known  sanctions,  in  ofiicial  acts  and  private 
correspondence,  to  a  power  in  Congress  to  encourage  manufac- 
tures by  commercial  regulations.  It  is  not  easy  to  believe  that 
he  could  have  intended  to  reject  idloyelhtr  sucfi  a  power.  It  is 
evident  from  the  context  that  his  language  was  influenced  by 
the  grout  injustice,  impressed  on  his  mind,  of  a  measure  cliurged 
with  the  effect  of  taking  tlie  earnings  of  one,  and  that  the  most 
Buffering  class,  and  putting  tliem  into  the  pockets  of  another, 
and  tliat  the  most  flourishing  class.  Had  Congress  so  regulated 
an  impost  for  revenue  merely,  as  in  the  view  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
to  oppress  one  section  of  the  Union  and  favor  another,  it  may 
be  presumed  that  the  language  used  by  him  would  have  been 
not  less  indignant,  though  the  tariff,  in  that  case,  could  not  be 
otherwise  complained  of  than  as  an  abuse,  not  as  a  usurpation 
of  power;  or,  at  most,  as  an  abuse  violating  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  as  every  unjust  measure  must  that  of  every  Con- 
stitution, having  justice  for  a  cardinal  object.  No  Constitutioli 
could  be  lasting  without  an  habitual  distinction  between  an 
abuse  of  legitimate  power  and  the  exercise  of  a  usurped  one. 
It  is  quite  possible  tliat  there  might  be  a  latent  reference  in  tlie 
mind  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  reports  of  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Ex- 
ecutive recommendations  to  Congrees  favorable  to  indefinite 
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power  over  both  agriculture  and  manufactures.  He  might  have 
seen,  also,  the  report  of  a  committee  of  a  late  Congress  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  which,  in  supporting 
the  cause  of  internal  improvement,  took  the  broad  ground  of 
"  general  welfare,"  (including,  of  course,  every  internal  as  well 
as  external  power,)  without  incurring  any  positive  mark  of  dis- 
approbation from  Congress. 

I  need  scarcely  hint  that  this  comment  is  meant  for  your  own 
consideration,  not  for  public  use.  If  it  be  a  fair  one,  it  obviates 
any  collision  between  the  opinion  of  Mr.  JeflFerson  and  that  I 
have  espoused  on  the  constitutional  branch  of  the  Tariff  ques- 
tion. 

Owing  to  casualties  which  delayed  the  receipt  of  some  of  the 
materials  for  the  annual  Report  of  the  Visitors,  it  will  not 
reach  the  Legislature  at  the  prescribed  time.  The  Report  is 
limited,  as  you  will  observe,  to  the  year  ending  with  the  session 
of  the  Board  in  July  last.  The  doubt  whether  the  extra  ses- 
sion of  October  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  embraced,  and  if  em- 
braced, whether  by  the  Rector  pro  tem.  or  not,  had  also  some 
influence  in  retarding  the  Report.  I  mention  these  explanatory 
circumstances,  that,  if  necessary,  you  may  avaH  yourself  of  them 
in  my  behalf. 


TO   MAJOR  JAMES  HAMILTON. 

MoHTPiLUBB,  Dec'  13,  1828. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  the  copy  of  your  speech  on 
the  21st  of  October  last;  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  your  po- 
liteness and  tender  my  acknowledgments. 

I  join  very  sincerely  in  all  the  praise  which  has  been  bestowed 
on  the  intellectual  power  and  impressive  eloquence  by  which  it 
is  distinguished.  But  I  am  constrained  to  mingle  with  this  just 
tribute  the  remark  that  it  comprises  doctrines  in  which  I  can- 
not concur,  and  an  indulgence  of  feelings  which  I  cannot  but 
lament. 

As  you  appear  to  attach  much  importance  to  the  Virginia 
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and  Kentucky  proceedings,  occasioned  by  the  Alien  and  Sedi- 
tion Acts,  and  may  not  possess  them  in  the  most  conrenient 
form,  possibly  not  have  seen  them  in  an  entire  state,  I  ask  the 
favor  of  you  to  accept  the  pamphlet  edition  of  them  herewith 
enclosed;  assuring  you,  at  the  same  time,  of  my  best  wishes  that 
the  talents  and  virtues  of  which  you  enjoy  the  high  reputation 
may  ever  be  exerted  in  ways  as  really,  as  I  am  persuaded  they 
will  be  intentionally,  conducive  to  the  good  of  our  Country  and 
the  cause  of  Liberty. 

I  must  intreat  you,  sir,  to  grant  to  the  freedom  used  in  what 
I  have  said,  the  excuse  which  I  fear  it  may  need,  and  to  regard 
the  motives  to  it  as  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  cordial  re- 
spects and  salutations  which  I  pray  you  to  accept. 


TO  JAMES  BARBOUR. 

MoKTPBLLiER,  Dec'  18,  1828. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  the  pleasure  of  duly  receiving  your  inter- 
esting favor  of  Sep'  29.  The  agricultural  scenery  which 
charmed  you  so  much  has  had  the  same  efiFcct  on  other  sti  an- 
gers surveying  it  with  an  equal  taste  for  such  improvements. 
I  wish  you  may  have  as  much  reason  to  be  pleased  with  the 
countenance  of  the  Cabinet,  when  your  objects  are  presented 
to  it.  We  think  here  it  is  high  time  for  a  relinquishment  of 
the  theoretic  fallacy  and  practical  folly  of  their  Colonial  doc- 
trine, and  for  a  discovery  of  the  inconsistency  of  refusing  ou) 
claim  to  the  use  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  with  theirs  to  that  of  the 
Mississippi;  and  what  is  more,  with  a  reasonableness  and  a 
usage  amounting  to  a  law  of  nations  in  such  cases.  j 

I -need  not  repeat  to  you  the  issue  of  the  Presidential  contest, 
which  fame,  with  her  thousand  trumpets,  has  already  pro- 
claimed. Of  the  Cabinet  in  embryo,  and  of  the  course  which 
will  be  steered  by  the  new  Palinurus,  with  respect  to  the  stormy 
questions  and  bafiBing  expectations  in  the  midst  of  which  he  will 
take  the  helm,  I  know  as  little  as  the  least  knowing,  and  must 
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refer  you  for  the  various  speculations  afloat  to  the  metropolitan 
fountain  from  which  they  flow. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  ferment  produced  in  South  Caro- 
lina by  the  tariflF  subsides  more  slowly  (if  at  all)  than  was  to 
be  expected.  The  Legislature  is  now  in  session,  and  the  diflfer- 
encc  in  opinions  appears  to  be  confined  to  the  modes  of  effectua- 
ting its  repeal  or  its  nullification,  all  concurring  in  the  uncon- 
stitutionality and  intolerable  oppression  of  the  measure.  As 
Georgia,  however,  does  not  back  her  neighbour  in  the  extent 
that  was  probably  expected,  and  North  Carolina  will  certainly 
not  do  so,  whilst  Virginia  frowns  on  every  symptom  of  violence 
and  disunion,  it  may  be  confidently  presumed  that  a  favourable 
change  is  not  very  distant,  such  as  will  satisfy  our  ill-wishers 
abroad  that  our  free  system  of  Government,  however  liable  to 
local  and  acute  maladies,  has  a  chronic  health  and  vigor  that  is 
sure  to  expel  the  cause  of  them. 


TO   BARON  HYDE  DB  NEUVILLB. 

MoNTPBLLiBB,  DeC  19th,  1828. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  the  copy  of  your  speech  politely 
forwarded.  I  have  read  it  with  pleasure  on  account  of  its  in- 
trinsic merits;  and  permit  me  to  add,  with  the  greater,  as  it 
presents  you  in  a  position  which  opens  an  important  field  for 
the  exercise  of  the  talents  and  virtues  of  which  you  left  the 
lively  remembrance  among  us.  The  Baroness  has  been  so  kind 
as  to  charge  Mrs.  Cutts  with  expressions  towards  Mrs.  Madi- 
son and  myself,  for  which  we  join  in  offering  our  acknowledg- 
ments, and  a  return  of  our  cordial  respect^,  with  all  our  good 
wishes  both  to  her  and  yourself. 
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TO  W.    C.   RIYES. 

December  20, 1828. 

Dbae  Sir, — ^Tbe  last  mail  brought  me  your  favor  of  the  17  tk 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  last  Southern  Review,  for  whicU 
I  tlifink  you*  The  di^;|l^opo^tion  of  jwlcniic  politics  which  dis- 
tinguishes it,  thaugli  derogatory  from  the  literary  character  of 
such  works,  might,  if  conducted  with  ability  and  good  temper, 
be  pardoned  at  a  moment  and  on  topics  peculiarly  interesting.  I 
have  looked  very  hastily  over  the  article  from  Mr.  McCord,  and 
if  I  have  caught  his  meaning,  (of  which  I  am  not  snrej  the 
thread  of  his  reasoning  leads  to  an  idcntily  of  tlie  legislative 
power  of  the  States  with,  or  rather  to  a  subatitution  of  it  for, 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  between  which  there  is  all  the 
difference  which  exists  between  a  creature  and  the  Creator. 
Were  j^ome  of  the  Southern  doctrines  latterly  advanced  valid» 
our  political  system  would  not  be  a  Government,  bot  a  mere 
league,  in  which  the  members  liave  given  up  no  part  whatever 
of  their  sovereignty  to  a  common  Government,  and  retain^  more- 
over, a  right  in  each  to  dissolve  the  compact  when  it  pleases. 
It  seems  to  be  forgotten,  that  in  the  case  of  a  mere  league,  there 
must  be  as  much  riglit  on  one  side  to  assert  and  maintain  its 
obligation  as  on  the  other  to  cancel  it,  and  prudence  ought  to 
calculate  the  tendency  of  such  a  conflict.  It  is  painful  to  ob- 
Berve  so  much  real  talent,  and  at  bottom,  doubtless,  so  much 
real  patriotism  as  prevail  in  the  Southern  quarter,  so  much  mis- 
led by  the  so[>histry  of  the  passions. 

I  should  with  great  pleasure  send  you  the  remarks  on  the 
tariff*  to  which  you  allude,  but  for  my  confidence  tliat  you  will 
see  them  in  print  before  a  manuscript  copy  would  now  reach 
you.  They  were  put  on  paper  in  consequence  of  a  conversation 
with  a  friend,  which  led  him  to  ask  it;  and  on  his  urging  a  pub* 
lication,  I  acquiesced,  with  an  understanding  that  it  should  not 
take  place  until  the  Presidential  contest  should  be  over,  and 


*  Mr  Madison's  letterA  to  J.  0.  CabeU,  E»q.^  on  tlie  conBtitutlooaHty  of  ft  pro- 
tective tariff. 
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with  it  the  possibility  of  misconstruing  the  object  into  some 
bearing  on  it.  Having,  in  the  first  letter,  sketched  the  grounds 
of  my  opinion  in  favor  of  the  constitutionality  and  expediency 
of  a  power  in  Congress  to  regulate  trade  with  a  view  to  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures,  and  knowing  that  the 
paper  was  to  be  made  public,  I  thought  it  was  due  to  the  sub- 
ject to  specify  as  exceptions  to  the  general  "  let  alone  "  princi- 
ple, cases  in  which  the  power  ought  to  be  exercised,  and  to  shew 
at  the  same  time  that  it  could  not  be  exercised  with  effect  by 
the  State  authorities.  The  delay  in  sending  the  letters  to  the 
press  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  indisposition  of  the  gentleman  pos- 
sessing them;  but,  I  believe  the  cause  has  ceased.  When  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  your  call  at  Montpelier,  I  should  have  offered 
you  a  perusal  of  what  I  had  written,  but  I  then  counted  on  your 
seeing  it  in  a  few  days  in  a  more  readable  form  than  the  rough 
manuscript  draught. 

I  wish  your  example  in  tracing  our  constitutional  history 
through  its  earlier  periods  could  be  followed  by  our  public  men 
of  the  present  generation.  The  few  surveyors  of  the  past  seem 
to  have  forgotten  what  they  once  knew,  and  those  of  the  pres- 
ent to  shrink  from  such  researches,  though  it  must  be  allowed 
by  all  that  the  best  key  to  the  text  of  the  Constitution,  as  of  a 
law,  is  to  be  found  in  the  contemporary  state  of  things,  and  the 
maladies  or  deficiencies  which  were  to  be  provided  for. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard, 
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